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Relipoug Selertions,

Freewill Baptist Foreign Mission Field,

The British Province of Orissa, in India, is the
Foreign Mission Field of the Freewill Baptists
of America, Several American Missionaries are
now labouring there, Others are only waiting
for means to convey them to this dark, and dis-
tant land, The condition of the people, and the
necessity for effort on the part of those interested
in the work of evangelizing the world, may be
scen, by the following description “of Orissa
when the general Baptists of England first en-
tered it a few years sgo. We copy fiom the
June number of the  News of the Churches’’ :—

The province of Orissa lies along the coast of
the Bay of Bengal, from neaw the mouth of the
river Hoogly, southward subout 300 miles, and
extends inland, on an average, about 100 miles.
Its population is probably about two millions, of
whom 98 per cent. may be Hindus, and the other
2 per cent, partly Mohammedans and partly
Hill-tribes, The province contsins no large
aity, the population of Cuttack, its principal town
being only about 50,000. Next to this, the chief
towns are Poorce, Midnapore, Ganjam,and Ber-
hampore (not to be confounded with Berhampore
in Bengal,) with populations varying from 20,000
to 40,000, As there are not more than 200,000,
or one~"enth of the people, in lsrge towns, it is
evident that the population must be mainly of
the rural and agricu!tural class ; and their con-
dition does not materially diffor from that of the
same class of people in Bengal But the interest
and importance of Orissa as ® department of the
groat mission-field are not to be measured by its
extent, or by the numbers of its resident popula-
tion. It is mainly imporiant as being s place of
resort for innumerable pilgrims fiom all parts of
India, who go there at stated times to worship
the idol Jagannath, whose chief temple is in this
district. It will be necessary, therefore, in order
that our rewders may understand what the mis-
sions in Orissa are, and how they are fitted to
tell upon the people of India generaljy, that
we should preface this sketch with a short notice
of this idol, und of his temple at Pooree, and of
the great gatherings that are held there,

Jagannath (Lord of the World) is one of the
many names and forms of the god Vishnu. He
and his brother Bullubudra, and their sister
Subudra, are very genera'ly worshipped through-
out India. In Bengal there is scarcely a village
in which there is not to be seen a tall, thaiched,
conical shed, containing a huge car, painted—we
cannot say adorned —with many fanciful devices,
and sometimes stuck round with wooden figures,
in the usual style of native sculpture, These
are cars of Jagannath. At a certain period of
the year, near the beginning of the rainy season
the idol, a shapeless figure, with a rude re-
semblance of humen featvres, is toaken from his
temple and placed upon this car, which is then,
with great shoutings and frantic gesticulations,
dragged by the whole population to a river or
tank, Here car and idol remain for about a
fortnight, when they are conveyed back 10 the
places whence they severally came—the idol to
its temple, and the cor to its shed.

Now what is thus done on a small scale in
thousands of villages, is done on a mighty seale
st Pooree ix Orissa, The temple of Jagannath
at this place may be regarded as the cathedral of
Hinduism, and the worship as the very perfeetion
of Hindu-worship. The wickedness that goes
on within the preeincts of the temple from day to
day, may be imagined when it is stoted that 120
dancing girls, professed prostitutes, form part of
the regular establishment, and that the place is
too sacred 1o be invaded by the officers of justice,
the Governmeat having ounly the pledge of the
Rajah of Kurdah that it shall not afford protee-
tion to felons. We have no doubt that he keeps
his promise—the term “ felon” being ieterpret-
ed in accordance with the good old English
maxim, that every man is mnocent until he be
proved guilty, We cannot doubt the corrects
ness of the epithet which a military gentleman
spplies toit, when he calls it ** India’s greatest
monster of iniquity ;' or of that, by which it is
designated by a civilian, who probably knew it
4 well as any European ever knew it, who styles
it  the mirror of all wickedness and idolatry.”

This festival is uttended by immense
erowds from all parts of India, meny men, wo-
men, and children, coming 1000 or 1200 miles
in order to be present, ravelling the whole dis-
tance on foot, aud occupying meny months in
going and returning. There are a class of men
called Pandas, whose vocation it is to go into all
parts of the country, and induce persons to under-
take the pilgrimage. The accounts very exceed-
ingly of the numbeys that attended from year to
Year, partly because there are very few people
Wwho can judge with any degree of correctness of
the numbers cf persons who compose o great
crowd, and purtly becouse the numbers do vary
greatly from year to year, 'Tne lute Dr, Sutton
one of the mis:ionaries who long laboured in the
district, states that, in the year in which Le saw
the laxgest attendance, the numbers estimated at
260,000. But we venture to think tha this esti-
Mate must have been much under the truth, and
that such a pumber would more nearly up'lmm
that of an ordinary year.

It is this great influx of peojle from all quare
ters into the distriet that gives to Orissa an 1n-
Poriance re & mission feld out of all proportion

That God in allthings may be glor

permanent population, Although in the actual
excitement and 1ntoxication of the festival, the
[pilgrims are not likly to be accessibla to the in-
fluence of the gospel, yet it is wonderful how
eagerly even these multitudes. listen to the
preaching of the missionaries. But in going and
returning, especially in returning, they are often
willing to histen to the truth ; and thousands have
taken with them to their distant hoines tracts
and portions of SBeripture, which otherwise had
never found their way into so remote districts.
It is scarcely necessary to say that thousands of
the pilgriges die of fatigue, exposure, hunger,
and disease; and many a dying one has hee~d,
from the lips of the missionaries, of Him who is
the Resurrection and the Life,

“ We know,"”" wrote Dr. Claudius Buchenan,
more than half a century ago, *“ that we are sp-
preaching Juggernaut—and yet we are more than
fifty miles from it—by the human bones which
we have seen for some days strewed by the way,
At this place we have been joined by several
large bodies of pilgrims, perhaps 2000 in nums
ber, who came from various paris of nerthern
India. Some of them, with whom I have con-
versed, say that they have been two months on
thei* march, travelling slowly in the hottest sea-
son of the year, with theivr wives and children.
Some old pereons are among them, who wish to
die at Juggernaut. Numbers cf pilgrims die on
the road, and their bodies gencrally remain un-
buried. On a plain by the river, near the pilgrims
caravanserai at this place, there are more than
& hundred skulls. 'The dogs, jackals, and vul-
tures exhibit a shocking tameness. 'The obscene
animals will not leave the body sometimes till
we come close to them. This Buddruck is a
horrid place. Wherever I turn my eyes, I meet
death in some shape or other. Burely Jugger-
naut cannot be worse than Buddruck.”—Buchans
an’s Christian Researches.

But a few days ofter he wrote :—

‘* I have seen Juggernaut: The scene at Bud-
druck is but the vestibule to Juggernaut. No re-
cord of ancient or modern history can give, 1
think, an adequate idea of this valley of death ;
it may be truly compared with the valiey of
Hivnom.”—1bid.

In this latter extracl he refers to the prectice
of self-immolation, which was accomplished 1
the devotees throwing themselves prostrate be-
fore the wheels of the immense car. This has
happily been prevented for many years by the
British government. But no government ean
prevent fever and cholera from breaking out
smong such hosts of pilgrims, congregated ina
comparatively small town, where there is no
adequate accommodation for them. The volun-
tary deaths never bore but a small proportion to
the involutary ; and as these latter remain un-
diminished, Jagannath may sull claim the tiile of
** Moloeh, horrid.”

" The writer of this article,” wrote Dr, Suiton
‘“ attended on that occasion (1825), and witnessed
such scenes of cruelty and misery ss no time can
ever obliterate from his memory. In one smsll
space of ground (about an acre), he with a be-
loved colleague, now o more, counted upwards
of 140 dead bodies, and in another place 90, The
latter cepecially were exposed close by the high-
way, on each side of it, naked, swollen, and putri-
fying in the open face of day ; while the nums
bers which might be seen in other places, and on
the road-side many koss from Pooree, defied
calculation.

“ Were I to detail facts which came under my
observation, of husbands losing their wives,
wives their husbands, clildren ther parents, and
parents their children, I could slmost dll a
volume. Let it suffice 1o quote the lamguage of
& journal written on that occasion :—* We have
relieved many achild of misery, by administer-
ing medicine to the sick, clothing to the naked,
food to the hungry, and money to the detitute ;
but what we have been able to do falls short in-
deed of the wants of the miserable. Many & heart
rending scene we have been called to witness
where we could sfford no relief; many poor
creatures we have dismissed with partial assist-
ance, under a full persuesion that they would
soon want agein, die ; and many a scene of death
have we endured, and turned away with a heavy
overflowing heart from many a dying fellow-
ereature, without God and without hope, the
victims of this wretched supewstition | 'I'he same
wietchedness and mertality annually occur ; but
I have not sinee that awful year witnessed them
to the same extent.”—Narrative of the Rise and
Progress of the Mission at Orissa.

— e

Confessing Jesus,
No, 1,

In an ordination * charge,” delivered by our
Saviour to his d.sciples, we find the following
strong language which might forma very suit-
able meditation for these times of awakening and
revival : “*Whosoover shall confess me before
men, him will I confess also before my Father
which is in Leaven, But whosoever shall deny
me before men, him will 1 also deny before my
Father whieh is in heaven, "

. Dear reader, les me ssk you, are not these
wery solemn and searching sentences ? If you
eonfess Christ now, “ before men,” He will con~
fess and own you * before his Father in heaven’’
but if you deny him before menin this world,
He will deny you before his Father in the next !

You may, perhope, say : * 1 confess Curist,

SAINT JOIY
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to its extent, or the numbers of its resident or| for I piefess the Christian religion, [ am notan

infidel, an atheist, or a scoffer. I am connected
with Chrisi’s Church, I receive his Word, go to
his table, and surely that must be a sufficient
confession of Christ as my Saviour.” These
thiegs, my friend, are all very well in their own
place ; but you are surely aware that, in this age
of public profeesion, they may co-exist with a
systematic and every.day denial of Christ. Most
people who have any regard for the good opin-
ion of their fellow.men affay themselves in the
garments of an external profession. Thousands
there are amongst us who learn religion as men
do any other profession, It has become fashion-
able to say, “ Lord, Lord ;" but very many who
do #o do notconfess him by doing the things
which He commands. They receive the Serip-
tures, and give their most cordial assent and
credence to all their contents, but their lives are
n nowise influenced by their belief. They
profeas that they know God, but in works they
deny him.” Their profession is good, but their
practice nulifies it. Profession and confession
of Christ are not then to be regarded as identi-
cal.

What is it to confess Christ ? It is to receive
himself as Master, own him, stand by him and
his cause, and suffer for him, when others are
despising and rejecting him. The man who truly
cor.feeses him will stand by himself, his truth, his
cause, his ordinances, and his people, although
the whole world should be against him. An old
writer has well said : Confession is a living tess
timony for Christ in the time when religion suf-
fers ; profession may be only a lifeless formality
in the time when religion prospers. Profession
may arise from a feigned love to the ways of
Christ ; but confession springs from a reoted
love to the person of Christ.”

Profession of his religion is easy, but confes«
sion of himseli is as difficult as ever it was. Con-
fession of Christ is, as in the days of the apostles
& contivual swimming against the stream. In
fact, the world as really hates Jesus, his disci-
ples, and his truth, as when, in the days of his
flesh, they li'ted up their voices and cried, ‘Away
with him, away with him, crucily him.” Confess
Jesus in a wordly company, and you will very
scon find out that the world, with all its wisdom,
refinement, improvement, and cultivation, has as
little relish for the testimony of Jgsus as it had
eighteen hundred years ago. The world’s enmity
to Christ has been stereotyped ; and “ no man
can say that Jesus is the Lord but by the Holy
Ghost.” ¢ Every spirit that confesseth that Je-
sus Christ is come in the flesh is of God,” and
18 not of the world ; and those on'y who are
possessed of that God-given fuith which overs
comes the world, and renders Christ's command-
menis * not grievous,” and who feel the con-
straining influence of his dying love, will cordi-
ally econfess him * before men.”

Many profess to have a regard for his privis
leges,but they show an utter aversion to his cross.
The come into his house 1cgularly on his own
day, but they forget to ** ga forth unto him with-
out the camp, bearing his reprgach,” on ths
other s'x days of the weck. But the true con-
fessor s'ands up for him irrespective of days,
persons, places, or seasons. Unless we feal, by
the grace of the Holy Ghost, that Jesus has
redeemed us (rom all iniquity, that we way be
to him{a peculiar people, it is not likely that we
shall witness a good confession in trying circum-
stances.

— .- —_——

We must Confess Jesus personally,
No, 11,

How are we to confess Christ ? If we would
truly confess hum we must do it personally, be-
lievingly, frankly, freely, fully and continu.ily,

It must be done personally. My ueighbours
cannot do it for me. I mustdo it myself. There
sre some things which I can do by a substitute
or represeriative ; but confessing Christ is a
duty which, from its very nature, demands that I
perform it in person. We may elect and send
representatives to Parliament to conduct civil
affuirs, and we may choose our representatives
to conduct our ecclesiastical or civie affairs ; but
we cannol thus confess Christ—it must be done
in our own proper persous, and not by means
of any representative. His own word * whosos
ever' teaches us our personal responsibility in
this matter.

Noah was a man who felt the weight ofthis re-
sponsibility, and nobly confessed his Lord, and
dared to continue to be “a preacher of righteous-
ness” in the fuce of a whole world of ungodly
and unrighteous men. No doubt the venerable
patriarch had been regarded by the men of his
day as a singulatly obstinate man to persist in

preaching righteousness when he stood slone,
and * all flesh had corrupted his way upon the

earth,” and when the * glants,’” the “ mighty
men,” ** men of revown,” were all against him.
But he was not obstinate ; they were ; he was
only ** faithful among the faithless.” He walk-
ed with God alihough he had none to join him,
and he testified before men for God although
none regarded.

It is in this way we, too, must act, if we would
coufess Chrisi, Itis a personal duty, and we
oursclves must perform it, even although we
may have to stand alone in 8o doing. Whatever
others way think, say, or do, our duty is plain—
we wust conlfess our Loid *f before men,” let

thein be ever so wicked, scoffing, or corrupt.

é

LY NEWSPAPER, FOR NEW BRUNSWIE

g ——

1 400 WOV

iffed through Jesus Ohrist-PETER,

FRIDA

Y. AUGUST 2. 1861,

M —

Simple Faith,

The following instance, demonstrating the
simplicity and power of faith, and the way of{
salvation, was communicated by Dr. Palmer to
the Wesleyan Times ’

‘ For several evenings past, the chapel and the
vestry being so crowded, the penitents have been
invited to the adjoining scheol-room, where |
many have been converted. Last night, after
the meeting in the school-roem had closed, I
wes pressing my way out, when [ was esked to|
speak to an old gentleman, who I was told, had
been se king the Lord several years,

“Are you a sinner P’ I asked, with trembling
emotion.

‘ He replied : * Iam.’

¢ Is Jesus the Savior of sinners.’

‘He is.

* Then he is your Saviour, is he not ?

‘ Yes.'

‘ Then why not ca'l him your Saviour >—W hy
not say just now : Jesus, thou art my Saviour ?
’resently he began tosay: ‘ Jesus, thou art my
Saviour ; I thank thee that thou hast died for
me ; thou hast borne all my sins in thine own
body on the tree; thou wast wounded for my
trangressions ; thou wast bruised for my iniqui-
ties; the chatisement of my peace was upen thee,
and with thy stripes I was healed.’

Jesue, the crucified, now revealed himself, and
joyously he said: ¢ O Lord ! I will praise thee ;
for though thou wast angry with me, thine an.
ger is turned away, and thou comfortest me.’
The seekmg sinner and the seeking Saviour had
now met, and blissful was the recognition. ‘O!
this is a most happy evening for me,' exclaimed
the man with whitened locks, as we unitedly
joined in the joy of his new<born spirit and sang
the chorus :

O, he's taken my feet from the mire and the clay,

And he's set them on the Rock of Ages.”

- ———

Orly Believe,

TuERE are many who grope blindly and are
long on the way to Jesus. Perhaps you have
met some of these ; you can see it in their faces;
they have an anxious, desponding look, Your
pity has prompted you many times to think, and
sometimes to speak out, My dear friend, what
is your grief 7'  And you have had for answer,
“ 8ir, I would see Jesus! Oh, that [ knew where
I might find him !”

I met with one of these lately. SBome question-
ing was necessary to find out the hiadrance.

What keeps you from Christ ?

“1 don’t know,"

Have you ever tried to come to him ?

“Oh yes; many times. Several times I
thought I had found him, and given myself to
him : but I don’t think so now.’’

Why don’t you think so now ?

‘“ Because | do n't love the Bible ; I do n't
take any interest init; I don"
There is wo chaage in my life.”

Do you mean to say, that you are filled with
the amusements and gayelies of the world ? or
with business cares P and wish to have it so P

“Oh, no ! I'have no comfort in life; and no
desire for either gayeties or business no particu-
lar desire to cherish serious thoughts; but I
can’t keep them out my mind ; and I shovid be
afraid to dou so if I could.”

In short,there is a dreadful sound in youU™ ears,
the never dying echoes of our Saviour’s declara-
tion, * Except ye repent ye shall all likewsie
perish.,” Well, why not repent, and come to
Christ now ?

“ [ can't.”

Can’t come to Christ ! Why ean't'you? Can't
you say to Christ, Here, Lord 1 give myself to
thee? Can’tyou say to Him,

love prayer.

“Just as I am—without one plea,

But that thy blood was shed for me,

Aud that thou bhid’st me come to thee,
O Lamb of Ged, I come.”

Can't you say that, and feel it too P

“ It weuld n't do any good ; it would n't make
any change in wmy life ; if it would, 1 'd do i,

Ah, I see, So you have been waiting, before
you would give yourself to Christ, to be sure
that that would wake a change n your
life ; and when you can see that there will
be a change in you, then yon are going to
do it. You have never believed in Christ ; you
do not believe now in Christ ; you do not pro-
pose to believe in Chiist ; you do not leave any
place at all for faith ; you wish to be saved, not
by faith, but by sight. My dear friend, this is
natural enough, but it is not God's way, You
cannot he saved in that way, but only through
faith in Chyist. Christ deserves your trust, fox
he gave himsell fox you—the inuccent for the
guilty, He knows the famine ot your soul, and
stands before you, saying : * If any man thirst,
let him come unto me and drink. Whosoever
cometh unte me | will in no wise cast out. Ho,
every one thai thivsteth, come ye to the waters;
and he that hath no money ; come ye, buy and
eat ; yea, come, buy wine end milk without
moncy and without price, Come unto me all ye
that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give
you rest——rest unto your souls.”
¥ou think you are to be pitied because you
cannot see your way quite through all this, and
eannot realize the consequences of doing this
before you have done it, No you are to be
blamed; not blamed because you canuot see, and

, [do, not feel, the consequences of an act you have

not performed ; but blamed because you do not
give your trust and love to Christ. You trast
me, though you know very little of me; you have
love and coanfidence for the servant who briogs
you the message ; but none for the Master who
sends him. You are not required to trust and
love without knowledge ; the most ample knows«
ledge of your Lord is given to you. Do you call
for proof that he is good? “ 1 lay down my
life lor the sheep ;" that he is loving P « |
have loved thee with an everlasting love; there-
fore with loving kinduess have I drawn thee ;"
that he is pitiful ? I have compassion on them
because they are as sheep without a shepherd ;"
that he will pardon ? “ Belold the Lawb of
God who taketh away the sins of the world ;"
“1 will forgive their iniquity, and [ will remem-
ber their sin no more.” Would you be encourag-
ed by instanees of Christ’s readiness to save ?
Remember the leper ; the sick of the palsy ; the
storm on the lake ; the possessed with devils;
the blind and the lame ; the ruler's daughterf;
the SByropheenician woman ;the centurion. Did
not the blind receive their sight? the lame walk?
Were not the lepers cleansed, and the dead rais-
ed up? Did not the poor have the goapel preach-
ed to them ? Is it hard to love and to trust
such a benefactor as this ?

Only believe. Only commit your soul to Jesus
—~trusting Him with it ; making no demands.
Give yourself to Him, stipulating for nothing.
When questions arise in your mind, give your-
self to Him again. Are you joyful ? give your-
self to Him. Are you sorrowful ? give yourself
to Him. Are you blind ? give yourself to Hini.
Leave all to Him.—And, remember, b's answer
is in his Word.

‘* Him that cometh to Me, I will in no
wise cast out.”
Just as I am—without one plea,
But that thy blood was shed for we,
Aud that thou bid'st me come to thee,
O Lamb of God I come.

Just as | am ; and waiting not

To rid my soul of one dark blot—

To Thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot,
O Lamb of God, I come.

Just as [ am, though tossed about

With many a conflict, many a doubt,

Wiih fears within and foes without—
© Lamb of God, I eome.

Just a3 I amn— poor, wretched, blind :
Sight, riches, healing of the mind,
Yea, a'll I need, in Theejto find,

O Lamb of God, Icome.

Just as 1 am, thou wilt receive,
Wit welcome, pardon, cleanse. relicve,
Besause thy promise 1 believe—

O Lamb of God, I come

Justas [ am—thy love unknown,
Has broken every bawier down :
How to be thine, yea, thine alone,

O Lamb of God, I come.

po— ——————

Death-bed Repentance,

AicuBisHor WuATELY, in his * Future Res
velations,”’ seems to take the ground that there
can be no repentence upon a dying-bed. His
argument may, in & word, be summoned up thus:
Life is then practically ended ; there is nothing
left 1o be given to Christ ; we cannot in fact, be
said to be on probation ; and therefore, to talk
about repentance under these circumstances, is
utterly to misunderstand and misuse language.
Without expressing an opinion as to the obliga-
tion for these reasons to deny the possibility of
conversion in our dying moments, are there not
other considerations along with these, that should
compel uvs to distrust the zeality of a spiritual
change at sueh a ume P It would be sinful to
declare that there are any whom the mercy of
the Baviour cannot reach ; and it certainly can
extend to and save uny who will receive it. But
it is not wrong to say that sinners may be so
situated that they cannot accept the offered
grace of Jesus, Whether this is necessarily the
case with every one who is unreconciled to God
when death is just upen him, we do not postively
affiim, though we fear there is little reliance to
be placed by us in their professions of faith, or
by themselves in their feelings of peace and se-
cutity in tbat awlul hour. The only practical
test of the idea thus advanced may be found n
the instances of those who repenfed, when they
supposed themselves dying, but recovered ; and
with singular and stariling coincidence, they cut
away any hopes we might build upon our pur-
pase Lo turn to God when there is nothing else
we can trust in.

An instance in my own expericnce befure my
entrance into the ministey made an impression
upon me which will never be effaced. 1 was
cailed, early one morning hefore sunrise, to see
a womar who jt was thought could live a very
little while. 1 had frequently visited and prayed
with her, and though respectful to religion, I saw
evidences of nothing wore, Ier extreme illnrss
was very sudden ; and to the surprise of sll, in
the few hours of puin through which she passed,
it appeared o if her faith and hope were as
strong s they had ever been in the case of any
child of Ged. She suffered much, but the name

of Jesus was often on her lips, and all around
thought we had witnessed a triumphant dopu-“

o

SCOUTIA

§ Editor and Proprietor

R —————————

T ) »
WHOILE NO. 895
B e ——————————————
ture. Perhaps it was so. But I shall never
furget my revulsions of fealing when thearing
some time after, that up to the day of her death
she was living in impurity, and in violation of
God’s holy law. I was with her several times
in her brief but fatal illness, and though ample
eccasion was afforded to declare herself repent-
ant it was not done; yet she was decided and
even rapturous in her expressions of assurance
that she was safe for heaven. The heart, always
“ deceitful above all things,”” should be more
than ever distrusted in the hour of death. As
Joab fled in vain to the altar, the sinner may in
vain seek for refuge from God’s wrath when
vengeauce is thundering ageinst him. There is
ittle time then to think of love for God or Christ 3
It is only the fear of hell that drives him to
prayer, and there need be no wonder if he dies

in delusion, or is mocked in his calamity.

Jacob before meeting Esau.

To-morrow Esau and Jasob are to meet. There
was a quarrel of long standing between them,
which tad all the bitterness of a domestic foud.
Jacob had foully deceived and deeply injured his
brother. He had not seen Esau or wany
years, and, dreading his vengeance, he now heard
of his approach, at the head of four hundred men
with fear and wrembling. Greatly alasmed, he
cried, God of my father Abraham, God of my
father lsaac, deliver me, I pray thes, from the
hand of my brother ; for I fear him, lest he wil |
come and smite me, the mother with the children.
Pattern to us, when temptation threatens, or
dark misfortunes lower, Jacob, having done ail
that man’s wisdom could devise, or his power
could do in the circumsiances, flies for help to
God. He will peepare for tosmorrow’s trial by
a night prayer. Sending off his wives and chil-
dren across Jabbok's stream, 10 place them as far
as possible out of danger, and leave these innos
cent ones to forge: it in sleep’s sweet oblivion,
he seeks himsolf a solitary spot. With decpest
silence all around him, and the bright sters
above his head, he is on his knees alone with
God. Suddenly, as if be had approached with the
stealth of a creeping savage, or had sprung
from out the ground, some one grasps him.
Foldedin his arms, Jacob cannot cast him off.
Now it becomes a struggle for the mastery.
Locked together, they wrestle in the dark ; they
bend ; they try each to throw the other ; and, in
somo wysterious commingling of bodily and
spiritual wresiling, the night passes, and the
conflict lasts till break of day. Let me go, said
the other, whose eye had caught the gleam of
morning, for the day breaketh. Jacob but held
him faster. He had found out the other wrest-
ler ; danger gave him boldness ; faith gave him
confidence ; qnd, clinging to God with the goasp
of a drowning man, he replied, I will not let thee
g9, except thou bless me. And when he had
prevailed, and gos the blessing, “ Jacob galled
the name of the place Peniel ; fur [ have seen
God face to face, and my life is preserved.”
—QGuthrie.
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BacksiTiNg.—The spirit of the Bible forbide
thet we should make the failings of other men &
source of amusement to ourselves—and now 1
am coming to it, I will admit that there is a
playful, good-humoured kind of badinage that is
harmless, The reprehepsion or exposition of a
man's fuults in a light, genial spirit, is ofien the
best way of telling him of them. I do not, theres
fore, say that all innocent raillery and good-na-
tured reprehensions is to be disallowed. It must
be genuine, however, producing goed and not
pain. But he that makes the wistakes, the
foibles, the faults, the misconeeptions of men—
the ten thousand infelicities of human life—the
subject-matter of comment, of jest and social ene
Jeywent, and personal amusement, is simply a
barbarian. He 18 not a Christian ; he does not
belong to Lo the category.

It is one of those things that are monstrous in
the sight of God. Could you do it to your child-
ren? A mother may tantalize her child ; she may
frolic with it ; she may do a thousand things with

[ it, causing it te hover vibrating between a tear

and a smile, sometimes on one side and sometimes
on the other, just for a moment ; but she instant-
ly presses it 1o her bosom, snd covers its face
with kisses, so that there are no shades left upon
its spirits. And there is such a thing as innocent
raillery. But to watch to see what is awkward
in others ; to search out the infirmities of men ;
to go out ke a sireet-sweeper, or & universal
scavenger, to colleet the faults and failings of
people, to carry these things about as if they
were cherries or flowers, throw them out of your
bag or pouch, and make them an evening repast
or noon-day meal, or the amusemeus of a social
hour, enlivened by unfeeling criticisms, heartless
jests, and cutting sarcssms—this is devilish | You
may call it by as mwany preity names as you
please, but it is devilish !

Decunse or  HearseNism.—An English
Baptist missionary in Ovissa, makes & remark-
able statenient in regard 1o the grest idolatrous
festival of that part of India. His words are :—

" You may remember m -uwm when
at home, that the last time I attended Jug-
geimath festival, the car was abandoned by the

people and left oa the road. Ahvdoyug.m
to same , and expeated to see oars
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to the other, it was said the p?ol
the usual fee to the Brah .
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