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Religions Futelligencer,
" THEDAILY PRAYER MEETING,

During the week which closes with this present
writing, there have been inthe Fulton street
prayer meeting> many cases of hopeful eonvers
sion, among all clagses. Perhaps it might not be
hozardous to say, that in the judgment of those
who have been in the meeting from the begin.
ning, there has never been more wonderful dis-
plays of the [ower and grace of the Holy Spiviv
in bringing sinoers to repentance than during the
last week,

Many are swakened and are inquir-
ing, who until of late were dead in trespasses
and sius.

CABES 0F AWAKENING.

A mimster of the gospel, from the country,
said that a young man from his congregation
came into the city and strayed into the meeting,
—having at the same time nothing better than a
mere enriosity to see how it was conducted. That
young man, said the pastor, has not had a mo-
ment of rest since,~uo peace «f mind, night or
day ; convinced that he is a self<-ruined man, and
that he is going down to hell, he turns cvery way
He as a sinner
I have

for relicf, but no relief comes.
longs 1o find, as he supposes, u Baviour,
come here to ask you to proy lor him,
Another clergyman said: An acquaintance
prayer. He

regarded as one of the most wicked of men,

of mine came to this place of was
He
was one of the most hopeless and reckless of
reprobates, and had been guilty of almost every
sin forbidden in the decalogue. No one in all
my congregation thought such a sinner could be
saved,] or could reform. But he came to the
prayer meeting, and the conviction of his great
guilt was fastened wvpon his conscience. He
came home an astonichment toall.  Finding out
whal state of mind he was in, I ssid to my pray-
ing people that they ought to make this man a
subject of prayer, in the strong belief that he
would be saved. That man afterwards came to
the meeting, and desired to tell us what the
Lord had done for his soul. Oh!such o narrative
os he gave us !—s0 full of eontrition and sorrow
for his sins, and so full of thankfulness and joy
for what Christ had done for him. Having finishs
ed, he asked me if he might be allowed to pray,
I gave him hiberty j and there was not a dry eye
during his prayer.

Another cuse was related in the meeting ; it
was that of s young wman. Day after day he
came to the meeting, bowed down with sOrrow,
on account of religious anxiety, He was often
spoken to, as he passed in and out of the meet
ings, but no relief came. One day he was in-
vited to tarry after the meeting, and goto the
upper lecture ro m, for a little season of prayer,
On their knees were bhowed a few praying
brethern, and among them this man with the
heavy barden j and during that season of prayer

that burden was removed, and he found peace
and joy in Christ the Baviour,

To-day the case of another was related, It wos
one of He was g man n
carly life, who had heen marriod a few years.,
His wife was o pious woman; the husband a
moral man, and arvegular attendant at church,
Without the knowledge of the husband, the wife
had seat requests for prayer to the Fulion s'reet
prayer meeting, and had invited those who at-
tend, from amcng ber speciol friends, to speak to
her husband on the subjees of religion,

uncommon interest,

On a late occassion, he come to the meeting ;

-0id not, or eould not, go in,~but steed in the
hallway of the lower lecture vopm, looking on,
while prayer was being off veid in the reom. All
of a sudden & most powerful influence came up-
on him, and though o very lurge, stout man, he
was very necarly overcome. He burst out into
a flood of weeping, eatively unable to control
himself. He had to be assisted up stairs, when
the meeting was over, and there, in that upper
room, he eried for mercy, and was entirely over-
borne by o scose of bis sins. He said,—* I came
from howe this morning scmewhat anxious, but
I was determined that nobody should know it,
I was 100 proud w have it known. But the Lord
has found out e way o wake me williag to have
my anxieties known and 10 humble me ! Oh!
what & sinner 1 have been ! what shall I do #”

He was conversed with, wid in & calm way
were repeated 10 him some of the invital ions and
promises of the Baviour, and he seemed 1o seige
upon them with eugerness. Prayer was offered
with him and for him by three or four brethren
who were present, and then he was invited to
pray for himself, 1L was a turning moment in
his existence, and the surrender was made of him.-
selfto Jesus. It was in only a few words, and
yot it was heartily done. Thot night he went
home 1o bis pious wife, und 1old her of the great
change through which he had passed, and then
he set up the famijy witar, and, for the firet time,
he offered prayer in presence of them all. Phe

next day he was at the meeting—shodding many
tears, but they were tears of joy.

The requests for prayer ofien contain notices
of answers to prayer, in the outpouring of the
Holy Bpirit, and the promotion of revivale of re-
ligion. A gentleman, in again asking*for pruyer

inthe Fulton street prayer meeling, as he had
done on former occasiong, remarked ;

When | asked prayer of you the luss time, 1

was fearful that the work of grace in the Groone
street Methodist Church was aL s stand. We did

not know of so many, who were seeking the
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Thaat God in allthings may be glor ifiea through Jeoesus Ohhrist-PETER,

SAINT JOHN

that he stay not his haad, but continue to pour
out upon us the Pentecostal shower. And you
did pray, and I felt that your prayers would be
answered. The next evening I went to the
church, It waa Thursday night, It was 10
minutes to 10 o'clock when I went—having had
an engagement that detained me until this late
hour, What a sight did 1 behold! ‘The church
all full ; more than forty kneeling for prayer;
everything still and solemn except the voice of
prayer. It struck me ot once that here was the
answer to prayer.  When I had an apportunity,

house, and told them that this was an evidenee
that God is farthful to his promises. 1 told the
peeple how 1 had come here and asked for prayer,
and how you prayed. Oune woman arose and
said—* Glory be to God for that asking—and
glory be ta God for the answer, 1 and my hus.

band, we hope, are converted. 1 first believed—
then he—and we are now united in hand and
heart to travel the heavenly way.” The effeot
was like electiieity, It filled the house with
weeping before the Lord. We hope sixty are
truly born again.

Now I come again to ask continued prayer, 1
know Guaod prayer, 1 know

power in prayer, and it prevails.

ANsSWers there is
I cannot el
how ; but it prevails,
An Episcopal clergyman arvose and said:
There is power in prayer. But we must rememb-
er the reagson why it has power, as given in the
Bible. It is faith, or praying iu faith, believing,
as woll as asking. According to your faith so be
And
He il-
lustrated this by many examples, drawn from the
facts of ancient and modern christian life
In the Washington street Methodist Episcop-
al church, Brooklyn, there is in progress a preci-
ous work of grace, in the revival of Liod's work
in the hearts of Eflectual prayers
were asked for in the meeling, that God would
continue the revival which he has graciously be-
gun.
In the Btrong P lace Baptist chureh,in Brook-
lyn, there is in progress a wost glorious revival
of religion.

it unto you, was the language of Christ,
herein is disclosed the power of prayer,

Christians,

Mecetings for prayer are held every
day and evening, and great numbers are tarning
to the Lord, T'he work is still ard solemn, No
extraordinary means are vsed,  Great numbers
of young people, especiully, flock to the meetings
Large numbers of ehildren i Sabbath sehools
connected with the church, are mquiring with in
terest, what they shall do to be saved.—[New
York Observer Merch, Tth.

WAITING ON THE LORD,
BY REV. ROBERT M. HATFIELD,

Among the eloquent and glowing passages

which bestud the peopheey of Tsainh, few are

more beautiful than the one in which he celebra
Lord.

and thut
in the LordJehovah there is everlasting strength

(o8 the blesseduess of waiting upon  the
After showing that an idol is nothing,
he says : ** They that wait upon the Lord shall
rensw their strength ; they shall mount up with
wings as eagles ; they shall run,

and not ve

weary ; they shall walk, and not faint.” Two
things are wvolved in waiting vpon the Lord,
There is, first, the idea

of service rvondered 1o

him ; and, sccordly, a state of mind and heart
such as David posseCs s d when he Mli(l, S owait
for the Lord

do I hope.”

made perfect, who are before God's throne, and

my soul doth wair, and in his word
Angels and the spirits of just men

who serve bim day and night in his temple, ar
Just waiting upoen the Lord, And the saints on
earth who are broken by discase or pressed by
infirmities UMl they are incopacitated for he
active dutise of veligion, are doing subbtantially
the same thing, while they ** lean with reverent
meekness’’ upon the srm of God, and wake his
will their own, Charles Wesley was o fine ex-
amde of this, when i ** age and feebleness ex-
treme” he wrote :

“ Cast an o broken vessel by,
Thy witl T #an no longer do ;
But while a daily death | die,
Thy power 1 can in weekness show ;
! My patience sha!l they glory raise,
My steadfagt woo procluim thy praise.”

And 8o was the litde boy, of whom the fol.
lowing story wos told o few years since: At a
time when the yellow fever was raging in New
Orleans, a gentleman found the little fellow sick

the thoroughfares of the eiry. Bhaking him by
the shoulder to arouse him, the gentleman avked
him what he was doing there. * Waiting fnr
God to come for me,"" suid he. * What do you
moan P said the gentlemen, touched by the

the boy, in whose eye and flushed face he saw
the ewidences of tho fever. * God sent for
mother, snd futher, and lirtle brother,” said he,
" and took them away to his bome, up in the sky
and movhor told me, when she was sick, that
(iod would take eare of me. 1 buve no home,
nobody 10 give me anything, and so bcame out
here, and have been looking so long up in the

mother said he would. He will come, won't he?
Mother never fold me o lie

The Psadlmist said to himself ; » My soul
waiteth for the Lore more than they which waioh

forthe morning. 1 ssy more thun they thpt

and lying in the grass, a lintle nside from oune of

pathetbe tone of the nnswer und the condition of

sky for God to come and take care of me, as

NEW

Lord, It was on a Wednesday I came here,| wateh for the morning.”
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the darkness and gloom of the night. And we

to some plank or broken spar, waiting and long-
ing to gee “ upleaping in the east” the golden
serve him as affectionate and dutiful ohildren—

But it is easier to describe

obndience and humble trust
[ stepped upon a seat in the back part of the | who are willing

and quietly wait for his ealvation."

There are multitudes of men who are practical
atheists—* having no hope, and without God in

Micawber, always
Others who

c¢hild confined to its

slrengthens those who engagoe 1 i,
wait upon the Lord

original tendencies

But he has fallen from this high estote,

and left

us lrom the muck rake !"’

mere unte the perfect day.,” A
wing is a perfegt picture of freedom and hap

BRUNSWICK.

We know how the
and asked you to pour out you hearts to God—- | sick and suffering who are full of * tossings to

r the light that shall chase away

the feelings of the shipwrecked
cluag during the livelong night

ng. So earnestly, more earnestly
who wait upon the Lord—who

and the joys of his salvation.
this life of cheerful
thanto find those
to do God's will, and “ hope
This world
en to wailing upon the Lord.

good many seem to be like
* walting for something to

s— e
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1861,

excel—to attain  to eminence and distinetion,
We commend te their cons ideraition what the
prophet says on this subject of waiting upon the
Lord. We are strongly impressed with the idea
that he here indicates the Seriptual and Christian
wethod of rising in the world, and of securing
the honor that descends from God. And David

seems (o have been of the same opinion, for he
says : * Wait on the Lord : be of good courage,

and heshall strengthen thine heart ; wait I say
on the Lord."'—[New York Independant.

REFLECTION.

UN SEEING THE PICTURE OF A CHILD STOPPING
HIS EARS WILE BEING TAUGHT HIS JLETTERS
BY HIS MOTHER,

“ Even liko the deaf adder that stoppeth her ears;
which refuseth to hear the voice of the charmer
charm he never so wisely."'—Psalm lviii. 4, 5.

IN an old hall in the East Riding of Yorkshire
belonging to a branch of my family, hangs, a|

honor the Lord with

their lips, deny him in their lives. They walk | I believe—of u litile boy about five years of a
after the desives of their

hearts—live to please

serve the ereature

rather than
nd what seems strangest of all,

his course lullg after they have !

soul endowed with capagitics

for enjoying the supreme good, can be sati-fied | puinstaking pareut is thrown aw ay upon him !
with nothing else. Having forsaken the fountain
of hiving waters, they wander hungry and thir ty
10 the wilderness, and inquire, * Who will show

In the service of self, or of the

gods of thas world, men faint and are weary, and
even the * young men utterly fail.”

But work
wd is lifesgiving, and with its

performance there comes an increase of wmoral

wer, BStrength and elevation of

character are secured in waiting upon the Lord.

such as engage in this service is

that they shall renew their strength, or grow

onger, and mountup with wings,
This is quite insecordance with
soover « man soweth, that shall
and the doetrine
wiour in the parable of the tal-
n he no growth ia grace exeept

is precisely

as we use what we have reccived. And the world

and analogies that strikingly

uth.  The child learns to walk by

L to do w0, when it can ulll)’

W stops at a time. The same

cradle for a dozen years

and

The atm

only an overgrown baby,
stand upon its feet,

that wields the sledge-hammer grows strang and
the same arm unused or always earri
ed in a -ling would be as puny as a young girl's.

of the Lord exalts as well as
'“n:y that
Man's

H is

shall

wore all heavenward.

mount up.

Such
nel his nature that he now lives

i and for the present, thinking livle of spiritual

igs. 1o a word, he is of the eurth

to himself * hows down the
The inspired dreamer of Bed-
8 out this thought with great
resentation of the man with a
) intent was this man on collect-
ws, and other worthloss things,

oL see the angel who held just

over hig head a celestisl ecrown, which he offered
exchange for his reke,

Alas, that we
Lord, save
Aod the service of

¢ Occasion Lo pray,

God and eommunion with the wkies lift us above

sensual things. BSuch as walt

mount above the world, and rise

nto an atmosphere that is ** redolent of sanetity

Humun nature never puts on its

real beauty and streageh till it goes up to this
sublime height,

o converse with God, and o
y. Paul havieg been there, was

(heard saying, * Wo rejoice in hope of the glory
And not
tribulations alsae.”

only so, but

we glory in
Stephen had attained to the
and it enabled him eulmly to
det of his wmurderes, and to pray,
this sin o their charge.” But
those whe waill upen the Lord
on wings. * The path of the just
g light, thet shineth more and

bird on the

stund on some mountain-peak,

and feast our oyes with the glorious panorama
that is there exhibited, we must give hours of
wearisome effort to the ascent.
bird no such effort to pass over the same dis-

But it costs a

slfter we have set out, the lintle

Greature spreads its glittering pinions to the sun,

like an areow, and is safely pors

ched on the high eminence, while we are waking
our way painfully wp s wides.

It should be
however, that the prophet com-
L of the believer to the flight of

the vagle.  There are timid birds that keep near
the earth, and birda of feeble wing and delicate
plumage that shrink from the storm and the
tempest. But those who  wait upon the Lord

the gallapt bird goes that knows

Litle veeks he for wind or storm—hbut

ack of the thunder, und cutting
his  wings, he ssils on in his
Mort perwons have a desire to

very beautiful picture by a French artist —Greus |
8o
being taught bis letters by a youug and interest
ing mother. He stands by her lap, leaning his
elbows on her knees, with his foreflngers in both
his ears, while the archiness of his look betrays a

| lively consciousness how utterly the lesson of his

She nevertheloss appears bent on persevering ;|
and though doubtless awere of the hittle urchin's
perverscuess, hopes, almost against hope, that
some seed of her nstruction may siip in between
v hiles, ahd take root eve nyiv such unpromising
ground,

This child, indeed, is partly excusable, for he
hardly knows better ; and the kind mother bears
moekly with his natural aversences to learn,

But
no longer
babes, but full-grown men und women, thus ob
stinately shut rheir ears agamst the wruth, avoid
to come within hearing ol

which seems part of our original birthsin,

what shall say of those who, being

the preacher, or if
brought to church against their will, shut their
ears, and refuse to hear his voice, charm he never
80 wisely,

The charmer, 1 the case of ths litule boy,
lovely, have
thought it scarcely possible for even a child not
The charmer
in our case 18 our blessed Baviour, speaking to

was so fair and ihat one would

to listen to her winning aoccents,

ud early aud late, in the tenderness of lover
through his appointed ministers, anxious to gath
er us toge ther as o hen gatheveth her chickens
under her wing' but we will not.

Who will not blame this ehild, young as he is,
for making no cther use of his ears then to put
his fingers in them in order to block up this
principal avenue of instruction P But
e does but shut
the voice of his pavent teaching him what it was

high time and most needful that he should kuow:

nanughty

as he 18, we are worse, oult

' ; - despotie, loviug to rule alone, to follow his own
soul had divine aspivations a.d claimed affinity I We,some of us at least, not only shut out llue' ! \

voice of wisdom, but open the portals wide to
the voee of folly., Woe listan cugoerly to the sly
wisper of the serpent, while we are deaf to the

louder but lUV"IH nete of Lthe dove,

Manifestly, there is not now in the church
the amount of enlarged and noble consecration
which so ¢learly distinguished those primitive
times ; yet we are not without individual exam-
ples. Young men lay sll upon the altar of Christ,
and leaving native land and dear home friends,
spend their Jdays in pagan lands, isolated from
the best society and privileges, that they way
make known the salvation of Christ to the hea~
them. BSuoch excellent young men do really say,
‘“ All for thee, O Lord I God acoepts such li-
ving sacrifices—and heaven alone will reveal the
glorious vesults. And mn the humble wministry
among our churches are constantly to be found,
among those ministering at the altars of our
holy religion, instances of true consecration, of
which the world [scarcely dieams. And when
young men devote themselves to study, look ng'
forward to the ministry—and when in the sacred
office mavy toil on year after year, amid trials
and sell-denyings but litle coprehended by oth-
ers—they do it with the noble sentiment inspir-
ing to the work, ** All for thee, O Lord ; all for
thee.”

But does not thoe rule of Christ require that
all, not a few ouly, live in the church as “ alive
unto God P The Saviour has said* Herein is
my Father glovified, that ye bear much fruit ; so
shall ye be iny disciples.”

Consequently all the
disciples are to walk according to the same rule
~'* bearing much fruit,” hiving andjexemplifying
the motta  “* All for the, O Lord I"
SHtar,

Moruning

_———

Diotrephes, or Jupiter's Foster,Child,
By T. W. Medhurst, Coleraine, Ireland.
John iii. 9 1o,

DIOTREPHES 18 arepresentative of many in the
Church of Christ in the preseat day. It is earn-
estly desired that the race were extinet ; but be
fore thisdesire is fulfilled, much patience will be
called into exercise. John, writing his epistle
to “the well-beloved Gaius,” thus speaks: |
wrote unte the Chureh; but IDiotrephes, who
loveth to have the pre-eminence among them, re
cetveth us not.  Wherefore, if I come, 1 will re-
deeds which he doeth, prating
against us with malicious words ; and not con-

tent therewith, neithe:

member his

doth he himselfl receive
the brethren, and forbiddeth them that would,

and casteth them out of the Church.” There the
character is fully described by the pen of inepir-
ation § there the full portrait is drawn to the
life~and many a likeness to the origmal do we
know of. Thia description of charaoter might
be summed up in avery few words.  Diotrephes
was sell-important, thianking more highly of him
sell than he ought to think ; he was o ;{umlur. %,
the wmos detested and dangerous of all characiers
he was malicious, desiring to injure those who
coukd not see or think with him; he was discon
tented with himself and all else beside ; he was
uneharitable, wnd, In consequence, lacked the

most important of the fruits of the Bpirit ; he was

sweet will, regardless of consquences ; he was
persccutiog, which is only to be expecied as the
ususl sccompaniment of uncharitableness ; and,
o sum up the whole character, he was a most
wonderful hypoerite, for all he did was under the

|

Unlike the wise | Iysses, who stoped the ears
the
and caused himself to bae fast bound to the mast,

of his crew with wax against twen's song,
in order, if by wony means, to @scape their fas.
cinations j we rush beadlong upon the ruin which
we know awalts us from the deadly powson that
entereth in at the ear, and even invite our eom-
rindes to p.u'lulw: with us of the baneful \lldllb’h’.
But It an aogel trom heaven ¢ Ul upon us 1o
the broad highway of sin, he shall call to us in
stutled

We are fast vound hy the chain of

vain 3 he addresses himself ty eirs ¢l se
with colton,

our sing, and hug them with a wiling miad.

I'his child, it he persisted long in his nlulmucy
would grow up an ignovant, and therefors, an
unhappy man, and who o blame but bhimself P
The and

lmp"- 10 win by luu“ endurence ; and haply she

patient mothar avolids computsion,

will succeed 1o Ume,  Bat what of the grown-up
reprobute, who will neither turn ner hear, even
though Cirist bear long with his willulness, and
seek him once and again ¥ What of the perverse
spirit that would die sooner than enter the doors
of & church; or cntering, comes only to scoff
and 10 despise ? difference be

tween putting the flagers in both ears during the
delivery of a sermon, and aliowing the words 1o
pass through them waretained, unregarded. As
well stay away from chweh or ¢h spel altogother

I see not the

a8 come with thoughts pre occupied with the
farm or with the shop, and as fit were with o
malice prepense to refuse instruetion in the way
of holinoss, ** He that hath ears to hear,” said
our Saviour, ** let him hear,” “ He thet re-
Jeeteth me, and receiveth wot my words, hath
one that judgeth him : the ward that 1 have
spoken, the sume shall judge him in the last day’
We shall be judged horeaflor as surely bor nes
glect of the due use of the ear, as we sha!l oy
the undue use of the tongue.

“ALL FOR THEE, LORD.”

Tuis seems to have been the motio of the eur-
ly Ubzistinng—" Yo are bought with a price,
therefore glorily God with your body and spirit,
which sre God’s.” Here wes full and ecarnest
consecration, which earried them 10 the ends of
the earth to preach the gospel through whatever
perils ; and multitudes gave their lives chegrfully
eather than their religion, The fruit of such de-
volion o the sacred truth, wos the wmost rapid
spread of the Cheistian religion.

walk still 1n the HArrow p.tlh ol duly, and .||ulu !

Ru-l.\(' ol a (ll'('i'\lull for God's MY Alas! lhnl
men should imagine that God needeth their evil
passivne and unholy practices to delond the pur
iy of his Chureh, or the safety of his truth.
Now, whatis the trestwent to which the
Lapostle would subject such an one? He deals
personally with him—does not content himself
with reproving him o general terms, but calls
| him by name. He deals faithfully with him, by
[ painting his character in its trus ¢olours, iustead
Lol Indolging in that spuit nf spurions charity
which would bear with that which is God-dis«
honouring, He deals publicly with him, by
| publishing his chavacter 1o the world, that all
might be cauticned. He deals eautiously with
him, by remembening his deeds, for warning.
The lessonus we ave to learm from this sketeh
of character First, Trials in the Church
are to bhe t'xpt'k'lt‘(L We are not :»ulprinvd when
the world causes g ief to the Chureh, and we
should not be surprired when the Chureh re
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make inquiry how it should have come to pass.
1 saw, near the ruin, and appareutly musing up-
on it, lwo grave and sedate looking pemsons,
both of whom I knew.

“ Reason,” said 1, “ you were a bosom com-
panioa of the author of this ruin. Did you have
any hand in it, or in any way ocountenaunce it ?
The prompt and earnest reply was: “I holpod
set that Altar up. I helped keop it up.
I laid hold of it when it tottered : and if | could
have helped it, it woald never have fallen.” And
1 believed him, he was so honest and earnest.

' Conscience !"-~who was noar—* did you
have any hand io the fall of this Alsar

“ Did T not help Reason set it up? There
was no such Altar till we put forth our power.
I made that father happy while the Altar swod.
I gave him a warning that made him tremble,
whon 1 saw him likely to let 1t fall. And wmy
sharpesdt arrows went into his sou! when the Al
tar fell. Could I have prevented it, it never
would have fallen,”

“ Wife, mother !"" said 1, for she waa musing
near the ruin, “ had you anything to do with
the falling of this Altar ?” A flood of tears was
the only answer. Her sorvow and sadness told
me sho was the deepest of wourners over that
fallen Altar

“ Children,"’ said I, for they were at haad,
*“ you see this ruin : did you have anything to
do in bringing it to pass.”” Thev looked at wme
and wondered, and then at their mother ; and
seeing her tears wept themselves. Aud so 1
know they had nothing to do with the fall of the
Altar,

Some things may fall and do no harm.
when this Family Altar fell it harmed,

1, The man that overthrew it. It was wrong
done to Reason ;and it was a wicked resistance
of his Conscience, It weakened his spiritual
strength, It gave tomptation greater power
over him. It made other kinds of prayer less
pleasant; and all other duties less inviting and
wmore burdensome, 8o it harmed the man, *

2, And the fall of that Altar harmed the house-
hold,  The wife was sad : she needed just such
4 consolation and support, The children won-
dored. They needed just such & constant recogs
nition of God and oternal things as they had
while the Altar steod. The whole household
lost many precious influences which canstant
family worship never fails to exert. A power-
ful barrieragainst temptation fell with the falling
Altar.  And that slarming denger was incurred
which 1s pronounced against *“ the families that
call not on His name,"

3.The community is harmed when a family altar
fulls. If avery house had one, theie would be
produced a moral atmosphere most favorable to
the best welfure of the whole aeighborhooed.
Even one such altar is o blessing ; the full of
No community can be named that is
not & loser by the full of & family altar.

Then such o fallon altar is & melangholy ruin!
What ought he to think who has done so great a
wrong as to overthrow it PN, Y. Observer.
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AM 1 AOHRISTIAN?

Tuis 1+ a momentous question, which exer-
There are
many falee tests and standards, and there is ueed
of much discrimination®

¢ises the minds of all more or less

Religion does not Bons'st in fecling, Many
When
they have certain frame of foeling, they are
satisfied and look no farther. Very little matier
' what is their
life and conduet; their emotions are excited to
But it is

The Seriptures nowhere assure any

have nothing but a religion of emotion,

what has caused this feeling, or

their gratfication, and this s anough.
a mistake,
that they arve Christians,merely be cause they feel
well, The sclfish may have such feelings,

ceives o stab flrom we professed friends, for the
Devil gver delights in countefeiting the works of
(1od., Becond, The Church pestered with such
eharacters is to bo pitied. Third, We should
carefully wateh for such characiors, und Fourth,
When discovered, we should deal faiehiully with
them, as in the sight of God, “ Beloved, follow
| not that which is evil, but that which is good.
He that doeth good s of God, but he that doeth
evil hath net seen God,"”

Should the eye of a Dictrephes meet this
sketeh, | pray that God way use it for the upen-
Ling of his mind, that he may perceive his fo arful
{coadition, and be led to seck pardon through
| Jesus, who is exalted o give 1epentance even
unto the vilest,

A SAD RUIN |

A house docaying and tottering to the ground ;
@ ship siranded un a dangerous shore ;

4 onee
splendid mirzor lying in fragements at one's
foet i ull sugh objects give us more or less sad
nees a8 we look upon them,  Buat it was not any
[sueh objeet that stiracted my altention ard pro
| duced my sadness,

It was, however, a thing that had fallen and
was broken, aud wos ia ruins. I was & great
fall, and a snd fall: and the taking of my own

tenrs, an | gazed, | could scarculy prevent, And
when | state thet 1 was o EALLEN Faminy AL~
LAK, not o few of my readers will sympathize
with we.

I had seen the Alsr before it fell. Its ve-
membered beauty and value all the more troubl-
ed me, now that | had seen it had Gillen, | knew
the day when it was set up. It was a day of
gladness Lo me—to many, We little thought it
would ever full, u seomed so fiem and so strong.
But it had fallen !

Nor docs religion constat 1n having am ortho
dox croed.  Wilh some the grest guestion im
What do you believe P And if the theory is cor-
rect, no more is required, But what does the
Bowe of the
most immoral people have an exealied code of
One of this class once offered himself
for chureh membership, with a cofession written
out at & great longth, with, wuech ability, and
posessing rare excellence.  HBut it was to the in-
dividual wholly ideal, and W ne way expressive
of his own state,

Nor, floally, does weligion consist in setion,
Weo way be able to boast of mighty deeds, and
to say, * Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in
thy name ? und in thy name have cast out devile ?
and in thy neme have done many wonderful
works :" yet Cheist declares He never knew ua,
Yes, in action we may go ferther., * "Phough 1
spenk with the tongues of men and of angels,
and have wot charity, (divine love), | am. become
us soundiag brass or o tinkling oymbal. And
though | have the gt of prophecy, and under-
stand all mysteries, and all knowledge ; and
though I have all faith, so that | ceuld remove
mouniaing, and have not charity | am nething,
And though | bestow all my goods to feed the

theery avail without practice P

morals,

poor, and though | give my bedylte be burned,
and have not charity, it profiketh me nothing."
Here are tesis which, strictly applied, would cut
off many falso hopes, and disclose many sandy
foundations.

Religion is comprehensive. It first takos poss
sesion of the heart, the fountain of mersl and
spiritul Iifo, displacing solfishness, worldhness,

I was so sad sbout ¥, that 1 could not hut

sin, and setiing God there supreme. Then i
scurce o confocmity of the life and eonduet, the
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