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Religious Helections.

Prepare to Meet thy God

Solemn admonition ! To whom is it address~
ed 7 Neader, it is addressed to you. [t may be
the last that the God of infinite mercy will ever
give you. He has often epoken to you before;
» metimes in the language of threatening, some-
times in the tender tones of invitation and pro-
mise. He has addressed you by his word, and
by his judgmerts, and by his mercies. His next
¢ |l may be from the throne of judgment. O-
then, as you value your immortal soul, ** To-day,
if you will hear his voice, harden not your heart.”
« Prepare to meet thy God.”

Consider the certainty of the event. You must
meet God. Other events may be doubtfol ; other
meelings may never take place ; but from this
there is no escape : “ We must all appear tefore
the judgment-geat of Christ.” * So then every
one of us shall give account of himself 10 God.”
Willing or unwilling, prepared or unprepared,
you must appear in the presence of God.

This meceting may take place soon—it cannot
be very far distant. 1If de'ayed to old age, it will
goon ariive. The interven'ng years are lost in
comparisen vith eternity. Dut you may never
see old age ; you may never see another year
nay, another dey, another hour' mav usher your
soul into the presence of your Judge.

Consider whom you are to meet, Not a man
like yourself; not an angel, however exalted,
but God ! the infinite Creator ard Governor ol
the universe : a Being whose majes'y and glory
fill tho highest seraph with awe : a Being of per-
fect holiness, inflexible justice, unchanging truth
as well as boundless goodn:ss and meres Read-
er, he is thy God. Thou mayest never have ac,
knowledged him as such; thou mayest never have
chosen him as thy portion ; yet he is thy Creator,
thy Preserver, thy Benefactor, thy 8. vereign and
Judge. On him thou art enturely depenceit;
to him indebted for every blessing ; and to him
thou art accountable for the use thou hast made
of all his gifts. Art thouready to sppear in his
presence P He is comiag to judgment.  The
voice of the archangel and the trump of God”
sonounce his approach. * Behold, he cometh
with clouds.” The siartled world lock up in
amazement : the willions of the dead are waked
and stand before the Jugde in silent and awful
expectation ; and thou among them, reader. The
books are opened, sad the dead are judged out
of the things that are written in the books, every
one according to his deeds.

Say not with the cavillers of “ the last days,”
® Where is the promise of Lis con ing P “The
day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night.”
The day of death will be to you the ddy of judg-
ment ; the sentence of which will be confirmed
amid the pomp and splendors of the final scrne-

How fearful will be the consequences if found
unprepared ! What shame and confusion, what
consternation and despair will overwhelm the
spirit, as it is ushered into the presence of the
infinite Judge, with all its neglected opportunities
its unheeded calls and w:rnings and invi‘ations
full in recollection ! Wuat self reproches, wha'
bitter regrets, what agonics of remorse will con-
vulse and tear the sou!! But the righteous scn-
tence must be pronounced : “ D part, ye curscd
into everlasting fire, preparved for the devil and
his angels.” O, what a pang of insufferable woe
docs chis sentence strike through the sou! ! and
yet it is but the beginning of sorrows. It is but
a foretaste of the worm that never dies, and the
fire that is never quenched. The sinner now
fiads himse!f in the hands of au amnipotent God
beneath whose alleconsu ning wrath he must sink
for ever. Resistance is vain j tears are of no
avail. Repentance now comes too late. The
day of probation is glosed ; his doom is sealed.
And Oh, what a doom !

Banishment from heaven, and eternal misery
inhell ! Yes, the bright abodes of purity and
peade, where angels and saeints mingle their
praises and joys in sweet and holy fellowship, he
shall never see, except “ afar off,” and only to
sggravate his pain. Separated f.r ever from the
good and boly, his dwelling is amidst the “black
ness of darkness,’”’ his companions devils and
tn-nod souls, destitute of cvery lovely feature,

hateful, and hating vne another.” Sceucs of
horror and sounds of woe, the moarnful fruite of
sin, such as eye has not seen, nor imagination
conceived, meet his eye and his ear in every
direction : it is indeed “ a place of torment.”
Hope, that sweet solace amid the trials of this
life, now dies, Eternal punishment is written
on all sides of this infernal prison, and is echoed
wn all the wailings of the lost.

Reader, is this to he your portion ? It will be
vrleas you listen to the gracious adinonition now
bucl » @ 0 you-* [repare to meet thy Ged.”
Can you be 80 thoughiless, =0 rash, so hardened
o8 to neglect it 7 Will you give heed tothe ad«
mounition of an earthly friend, and not listen to
“Him who speaks from heaven P Will ycu
prepare insummer for the desolation of winter;
in health, for sickoess ; in youth fur approaching
8ge : prepare for every earthly contingency, and
Yet make no preparation foreternity 7 Will you
ire & habitation for the body, which mus;
m orumble to dust, and neglect the never-
g spirit P Will you pr pare to meet the
chief magistrate of the nation, and make no pre.
Pparstion to meet God, the Judge of all P

Is tho happiness of the immortal soul of so

That God in all things may be glor
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little value, that you can afford to part with it the Alliance, lr( tI;e .foil—;‘\;ing year, 18;6, a

for the few uncertain and short !ived pleasures ' large assembly,

counting no less than mine hun-

of this life ? Are they sufficient to counterbnlance | dred delegates, from England, North America,
the endlcss pains of the srcond aeath ?  Oh, no, Germany, and other countries, met at London,

you cannot say this, you do not believe it. Why,
then, not awake immediately to your penl and
your dvty ? Ged is now calling upon you ; the
Saviour extends his compassionate arms; the
Holy Spirit, it may be, is striving with you;
Christians are praying for you ; the angels are
waiting to rejoice over you ;and are you only in-
different ?

Do you plead your pressing engagements ?
What engagements can you have so important
as this? This is the prime business of life—the
only thing worth living for ; and this neglected
whatever else is attended to or obtained, life is
spent in vain ; life is lost ; ail is lost for ever.

Are you waiting for a more convenient sea-
son P What reason have you to believe that
you will ever see such a seasun ? The present
is all the time of which you are sure, the future
may be in cternity.  If not, it may find you sur-
round. d with more hinderances, and more callous
to every impression of truth. God, in bis righte-
ous anger, may withdraw his Spirit, give you up
to your own lusts, and swear, in his wrath, that
you shall never euter lLis rest.

O, how many Leacons warn yon of the danger
of drlay ! How many blighted hopes and ruined
souls admonish you to pr pare now to meet God !
It falls from the gasping lips of the dyingsinner,
and comes up in tones of anguish and despair
from the bottomless pit : *“ Prepare to mncet thy
God.” Itis echoed from heaven end earth,
from time and eternity, and from the voice of
your own conscicnce within, ¢ Prepare to meet
thy God,” Now, in this accepted time, this day
of salvation, make your peace with God.

I will indulge the thought that your careless
mind ot length begins to think, and your hard
heart to feel, and that you legin to inqure,
“ What shall I do to be saved P"

Most gladly will I endeavor to arswer the
question, If, then, a single serious thought has
arisen ia your mind, cheiish it. As you value
your immortal soul, et it not go till it has led
you to peace and safety.

Now form the purpose at once, that preparation
to meet God shall, from this moment, be the great
business of life. Look op to God to confirm thi-
purpose. And now, think what you have bieu
doing sll your li'e. How have you lived vithout
God ; how ungrateful have you been for all his
meicies ; how disobedient to his plain com-
mands. [low have you lived wholly to yourse!f
in the gratification of ** the lust of the flesh, the
lust of the eve, and the pride of life.”” How has
your life heen full of sin ; what an awful weight
of guilt rests upon you. Fall at once brfore
God, and with a broken and penitent h a t con-
fess your sins, and resolve, in his etrength,
utterly and for ever to forrake them. Implore
his forgiveness, and yield yoursel! up to him to
be his servant for ever,

Believe in the Lord Jesus Chiist, Without
him you are lost, * There 1s no other name
under heaven given among men whereby we
must be saved.”” Trust in him with all your heart
and you are safe. ** His blood cleanses from all
sin.”’  Guilty and kell-deserviog as you are, you
need not fear to go to Lim. He himself lias said,
“ Him that cometh unto me I will in no wise cast
out.,” Go, then, st once and commit your con-
demned and polluted eoul! 1o his hands, and you
will find “ bow fre-cly Jesns can forgive.” You
may have a title securcd to you of an iuteres! in
the everlasting inherilance, and a hope full of
immortality.

And now, my friend, what is your decision P
Whatever it is, it is recorded in heaven, and you
will meet it ot the last day. Will it be with joy
or grief ?

The Evangelical Alliance,

On the ocession of the General Assembly of the
Evangelical Alliance, on the 2d of Sept., at Gene-
va, rn excellent liule work was i-sued under the
title of Qui sommes nous P (Who are we P) by
M, Tissot, setting forth the objects und the his-
tory of the Evangelicc]l Alliance, The contents
this work have a special interest just now,
when for the fourth t me a meeting of the lead-
ing representatives of nearly all the evavgelical
denomir ations is attruoting the the artention of
Protestant world.

To the quesiion proposed on the title of page
the book, Who are we ? the answer is given
The Evangelical A liance is the Representative
of a Great Idea. It aime to be a realixation of
the unity of all Christians, for which the Lord
prayed shortly before his death, and which the
Apostles’ Cree) enumerates among the cardinal
points of the Christian system. This unity, 1t
must be confessed, had no external expression
in the Protestant world, before the formation of
the Evange'ical Alliance. Compulsory decrees
of Churches and Siates had proved entirely in~
capable of achieving an object which ought 10 be
dear to every Christian, The Evangelical Alli-
ance sought to pave tne way for it by means of
a voluntary association,

The Alliange is now no longer a mere idea,
but it has become a fact, In 1845, the prepara-
tions had been so far matured as to jusiify the
convocation of the cenmstituent assembly at
Liverpool, when three bundred Christians, of
more than twenty differeet denominations, met
and agrecd upon 8 prelimmnary statement of
the principles which were to form the basis of

and, under the presidency of Sir Culling Eardly,
ratified the basis of union provisionally adopted
at Liverpool.

England was the £ st country in which the
Alliance obtained a thorough and extensive
organization, especially through the Conference
at Manchester, (1847.) 1In France, it wae
orgasized the some year; principally owing to
efforss of ome of the most distingufshed French
divines of modern times, the late Adolphe
Mcnod, Soon after, Switzerland, Belgium,
America, Gernany, the British Colonies,
Sweden, Africa, and other countries, followed
Thus the bond of union gradually embraced the
eotire  Protestant world, and countries and
churches which formerly had been separated
from each other by manifold prejudics, began
to understand and to love one another.

Alrcady, though only twelve years old “the
Alliarice has had a glorious history. It has held
four Gerat Assemblies of delegites of all Evan
gelical Churches, whick well deserve to take
rank beside the C(Ecumenical Councils of the
Ancient Church ; the first at London, in 1851 ;
the second at Paris, in 1855, simultaneously with
the Great Exihibition ; the third, on the special
invitation of King Frederick William IV., at
Berlin ; and more recently, the fourth in the city
of Calvin. The influence of thesa assemblies,
especial'y on the Caovrches of Continental Europe
bas Leen very great. They have everywhere
strengthened and encouraged the Evangelical
School in those State Churches in which
Raticnalism is still a power ; they have awaken-
ed a new and universal interest in the missionary
work, and a retrospect of the last fifteen years
reveals the significant fact that while 15 vears
ago, a number of countries were almost entirely
destitute of missionary agencies, now there is at
least a beginning, and a promising progress in
each.

T he greatest distinction has been won by the
Alliance in behalf of Religious Liberty. Where-
ever, since 1845, flagrant cases of religious in-
tolerance have occurred, the Alliance has inters
fered in behalt of the vietims, and in some in~
stances with signal suecess. In 1852, when the
Mudiai were imprisoned at Florence tor having
read the Bible, it was the Alliance that sent des
puties from England, France, Switzerland, Ger-
many, and Holland, to the Grand Duke of Tus~
cany, to osk for their release, When, in 1855,
the massscre of Christians in Turkey, called at-
tention to the existence of a law by which con-
version to Christianity was punishable with death,
it was the uddress of the Evangelical Alliance
to the Chyistian governments, and to that of
Turkey, that gave the first impulse to the cele~
brated law, from which dates the beginning of
religious toleration in Turkey. It was the
Evangelica! Alliance that brought the case of the
Spsniard+, who were more recently impriscned
for having avowed Protestant principles, to the
knowledge of the Christian nations, and that has
made the greatest effor's for their deliverance.
These noble services in behalf of religious liberty
have not been confined to Protestants. When
Sweden re-enforced the intolerant laws of former
centuries egainst its Roman Catholic subj ets, it
was the Evangelical Alliance that made the most
energetic remonstrance against a procodure 80
inconsistent with one of the fund mental pl'i'l('i-
ples of Protestantism. The organization of a
prayer-union throughout the Protestant world, in
the month of January, which promises to be-
come one of the strongest bonds of sympathy for
Protestants of various denominations, has also
been chiefly its work.

The Alliance, undoubtedly, is only in the first
period of a brilhant history, As its objeets come
to be more widely known and better understood,
and as the participation in it on the part of the
greater Christian denominations becomes more
general and lively, it cannot fail to acevmplish
still more. Meetings like that now held at
Geneva, and books like that of M. Tissot, will
greatly promote this result.—[The Methodist.

The Revival of 1735.

The following account of the commencement
of the great revival, which began under the
preaching of the celebrated Jonathan Edwards
at Nerthampton, Mass,, in 1735, will be read
with interest :

The work commenced at Northampton, 1 the
conversion of a gay young woman, described by
Mr. Edwards as ** one of the greatest company»
keepers of the town.”—Presently upon this, au
earnest concern about the great thiogs of re~
ligion and the eternal world, became universal
in all parts of the town, and among persons of all
degrees and all ages ; the noise among the
dry bones waxed louder and louder ; all other
talk but ab.at spiritval and eternal thiugs was
soon thrown by ; all the conversation in come
panies, and vpon all occasions, was upon those
things only, un'ess so much as was necessary for
persona carrying on their ordinary secular busi.

|

ness, (ther discourse than of the things of relis
gion, would scarcely be tolerated in company.
There was scarcely a single person left in the
town, either old or young, that was left uncon-
cerned about the great things of the eternal
world. Those that were wont to be the vainest

t

and loosest, and to spesk lightly of vital religion,
were now geunerally subject to great awakenings.
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The work of conversion was carried on in a most
astonishing manner; it inccased more and more ;
and souls did, as it were, come, by flocks to
Jesus Christ.

This work of God, as it was carried on, and
the number oi true eaints multiplied, scon made
a glorious alteration in the town ; so that in the
spring and summer following, the town seemed
full of the glory of God. There were remarkable
tokens of God’s presence in almost every house.
It was atime of joy in families, on eccount of

salvation being brought into them, and parents
*rejoicing over their children as new-born, and
husbands over wives, and wives over their hus-
bands. OQur public assemblies were then beauti«
ful ; the congregation was alive in God’s service,
every one intent on the public worship, «very
hearer eager to drink in the words of the minister
as they eame from his mouth ; the assemblies
were, in general, from time to time in tears while
the word was preached ; some weeping with sor.
row und distress, others with joy and love, others
with pity aed concern for the souls of their
neighbors.

From the Methodist,

Methodism.

The Londgn Watchman publishes the ““Annual
Address” of the Wesleyan Conference to its
people. It reports, for the last year, an incroase
of 9471 members of Society, with a reserve of
23,271 persons on trial for church-membership.
The increase of chapel and school aceommoda-
tions has been most encouraging, and it is affirme
ed that never were the evangelical labors of the
denomination brought to bear upon so large a
proportion of the populstion of the country. The
increase in the number of children in the days
schools is 4553, and in the Sundaysscliola:s, 19,-
485 ; making a total of more than 500,000 young
persons under regular religious instruction.

The Address is in the genuine style of primi-
tive Methodism—quickening in its fervid appeals,
evangelical in its views of the appropriate work
and wants of the denominaiion. As an index to
the present temper of the Wesleyan micistry it
is most encouraging. It rays :—“The great and
acknowledged nced of our times is a continuous
Pentecost. To the need of some extraurdinary
outpouring of the Holy Glost a'l Christian peaple
are now shut up. In ali churches alike, the
spiritual results are not commensurate with the
religious agencies employed. In our own Church
which employs a more numerous and diversified
body of laborers than any other, the disproportion
is all the more obvious and panful. It is in so
vast and complicated a wmachinery that the need
of acorresponding mctive power 1s most evid-nt.
Unless we are constactly pervaded, in all depart-
ments of evangelical labor, by the presenc- and
influence of the Holy Ghost, our very organiza-
tion will be our weakness and our ruin. We
want for our Sunday~school Terghers a power of
the Holy Ghost that shall enable them to com.
municate living lessons 1o their scholars every
Sabbath, We want for onr Class-Leaders such
a power a8 will kindle a flame of divine love in
themidst of their members every time they meet.
We want for our Local Preachers a power that
shall awaken sinners under every sermon they
preach,
fire that shall make our every ministration
mighty 1n epiritual results, and shall make our
intercourse with the «fficers and members of our
Societies iustinet with spirituzl power. What do
we want, for all our people, but the same glori-
ous bapiism of the Holy Ghost? Is there
any evil amongst us of which this would not be
the adequate remedy ? Is there any defect ahout

us which tlas would not supply ? Is there any
obstacle opposed to us whick this would not
overbear and sweep away ? Have we not read
this lesson in the history of the past ? Andis
not this same great truth taught us in the most
recent dispensations of God to his Chureh? In

ing grace of the Holy Ghost. Lel

not theo seek this help ?
this generation have never done before.

Restitution,

gotten.

where it can possibly be done.

This justice re
quircs, and God demands.

wrong he has done.”

For ourselves, we want a baptism of

America, in Sweden, 1n Ireland, in Scotland, and
in Wales, the revival of religion testifi s that in
the most unlikely places, and by the most nurx-
pected means, the face of the Church and of the
surrounding world may be changed, as in a mos
ment, from desolation to beauty, by the descend-
us, then
afresh, lcarn this lesson, and practically exemplify
it—that our dependence for all good, in all
means, snd through all instrumentalities, is only
upon the help of the blessed Spirit. Shall we
Let usdo so as we of
L.et the
great work of the year upon which we are enter-
ing be that of PRAYER vOR THE [HoLy Grost.”

“The doctrine of restitution is too much for-
When men have done wrong to their
neighbors, and on true penitence God has for-
given them, it is yet but just that they should
make reparation to the injured party, in all cases

When a soul is con-
verted to Christ, he will of course mend his ways ;
and if there are remembered instances of nsult
or injury, whether recent or more remote, when
he ean repair the wrong, he is to do it ; and it is
the best evidence that God has forgiven his sius,
and his heart has been renewed, when he con.
fesses also to men, and hastens to repair the

The above, which we copy from the Morning

Star, is sound Christian doctrine. A good illus- Fwhich they hold with close-fisted selfishness !
tration of it bas lately come 10 our knowledge.

| A man from New England, now at work in the
Caulifornia mines, lately, through the inflnence of
preaching, was brought to see his sinfulness, and
to seek forgiveness, but could find no peace for
his son! till he disclosed to the minister that
some time ago he defrauded three men in Boston
of small sums of money, and resolved if God
wouid spare him long enough to earn the money
by his daily labor, and restore it. We received
the first installment, fifty-five dollars, a few days
ago, and afier some hours of searching, found
two of the parties, and gave them their share.
One of the men on receiving the money was af-
fected almost to tears, and was evidently strongly
impressed with the genuineness of that kind of
religion. May it do him good. The other had
died, but his widow was in need of money, and
was profuse in her expression of gladness and
admiration of the man’s conscientiousness,
though to neither could we disclose the name of
the penitent, The third party we have not yot
found, but the money will be expended aceors
ding to the directions. Though 1t has cost us
some labor, we shall not refuse at any time to
carry out such practica! demonstrations of true
Christianity.—[Zion’s Herald,

Opportunities, and how to use Them.
Such was the title of the subject for conversa-
tion at the last early breakfast meeting at St. -
Jude's, Whitechapel. The opener, Mr. Kirk«
ham, said the design of the subject was tostir up
Christian wen and women to activity in th.é.
Lord’s vineyard, not so much in official Christian
work, as in seizing opportunities for usefulness,
or making them when they did not occur. He
considered this was taught ia the passage under
consideration, Gal. vi. 10— As we have there-
fore opportunity, let us do good unto all men.”
He wanted sll present to have impressed upon

pnblic buildings in Shrewsbury :

“ For our |.ord Jesus Christ's sake,
Do all the good you can,
To sll the people you can,
In all the places you can,
By all the means you cun,
At all the times you can,
And as long as you can.”

To whom ought good to be done? To all men,
to their bodies and souls. When ought it to be
done? as opportunity offered. Bond had said,
“ Opportunity is the flower of time, and as the

lime may remain when opportunity is gone.”

and selfvdenial. Muoh depended upon how an
opportunity was used when placed in onr way.’
It requires much wisdom, love, earnestness,
promptoess, and prayer. Examples were brought
forward. A man was passing down a street,and
seeing a man s2lling somne articles while mounted
on a barrel, this man offered the salesman a shil-
liang to allow him to oecupy the barre! for an
bour, It was agreed to, and at its close the
salesman said, “ Sir, you had betier go on ; you
are downg more good than I am.” A lamplighter
was engaged in cleaning his lamps. Over the way
was a drankerd. T"he man felt o desire to speak
to him. He did so,and ihe drunkard wept. Mis.
sing the man afterwards he neglecied to inquire
after him; and when he did so, he found he had
been dead some days. That was an illustration
of an apportumty seized, and ons lost., A watch.
maker puts in every waich which passes through
hls hands, in addition to his name and address,—

““ Behold, O mortal man,
Thy life is but a span;
How swift thy moments fly,
Rewmember thou must die,
Go to the judgment seat beyond the sky."”

A young baker lays tracts upon Lis counter, and
writes over them *“ God is love, Take one.»
Several young people write a shert sentenee on a
tract, and another inside the envelope in which
they enclose it ; such as “ What has Jesus done
for me P""  “ Remember the day of judgment.”
These are distributed. Another prepares a card
(on which is printed, in clear, bold type, “ Do
you know that you have eternal life ? if not, why
not ?'°  This is shown to persons with the quess
tion, * Can you answer that ?” A conversation
ensues, A boyhas a small bill prepared—* Is
your soul saved P if not, ‘ Believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” " The
flist evening he distiributes them, a voung man
issaved. After referring to other incidents,
Mr. Kirkham said he fclt the subject ss impor-
tant that he cou'd not do justice to it. His own

mind was deeply impressed with it, but he could
not give utterance to his feelings,

A thought for the Rich.

The following paragraph, from an Koglish
paper, may possibly have sonie application to the
rich Christians of this country :

* What an awful thing it is to die rich!—
Inmgine the Master auditing the account of a
scrvant who has left behind a million ! [If that
poor wretch who had but one talent was cast
in1o onter darkness because he laid it up, instead
of using it in his }aster’s service, wha' will be
the deom of those who, with their  half-millions
and millions (while giving, it may be, a few
thousands for decency's sake) have, year after
year hoarded up eountless treasures which they
never vse P

Thiok of the poor saints pinched with cold
and hunger! Think of the Redeemer's cause
lang: i-hing for the waut of that filthy lucre

Yet listen to their talk! “lam but a stew.

their minds the quaint inseription on one of the |

stalk may remain when the flower is cut off, so |

Doing good involved reproof direct and indirect, *
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ard.” “Iamnot my own.’ “ Every believer
in Jesus is my brother or sister.” What a
mockery ! Will not this be the Master’s lan-
guage to many a professor: ** Out of thine own
mouth will I condemn thee P”

The above remarks are equally applicable to

many persons who do not possess such gigantio
fortunes.

“ Lot go the Twig."”
During a revival in Scotland, a lady was awa-
kened, and went to a minister and told him
how unhappy she was, He said he was glad
to hear it. She told him how she had
read and prayed, and yet could find no peace.
He told her it wa= not by anything she could
do, but what Christ had done long ago, and fine
ished on the cross, she could be saved. Nothing
relieved, she went to a recertly converted friend.
and said, “ What have you done to get peace ?”
“ Done !"” said her friend, “I have done nothing.
It is by what Chriet has done, I have found
peace with God.” In yet greater distress she
went home, shut*herself in her room, resolving
not to rise from her knees till she had found
peace. Long she remained so, till, worn out,
her poor body fell into a slumber. And she
dreamed she was falling over a frightful precie

pice, but had caught a twig by which sbe hung
over the gull.

“ Oh !save me,” she cried ; and
a voice from below, which in her dream she knew
to be Christ’s, said ; “ Let go the twig, and I
will save you.” “ Lord, save me,” again and
again she cried, and again and again the same
answer was reiurned,  Let go the twig, and I
will save you.”” She must perish she thought if
she let go the twig. At length he said in tones
most solemn and *ender, ““I cannot save you
unless you let go the twig.” She let it go, fell
into her Saviour’s arms, and in the joy of feel-
ing herself safe awoke. In her sleep she had
learned the needed lesson. Her own doings
were the twig. She saw she must let these go,
and fall down into the arms of her Redesmer.

| She did so, and had peace.

Dear reader—** Let go the twig.”
Learn by heart this hymn, and make the lan-
guage of it your own :—

“ Rock of Ages cleft for me,

Let me hide myself in thee ;

Let the water and the blood

From thy wounded side which flowed,
Be of sin a double cure,

Clense me from iw guilt and power.

“ Nothing in my hand I bring,
Simply o thy cross I eling—-
Naked, come to thee for dress,
Helpless, look to thee for grace,
Guilty, to the fountain fly ;
Wash me Saviour, or | die.”

The Death of Mirabeau,

“Sprinkle me with perfumes, crown me with
flowers, surround me with music, thas thus I may
enter upon eternal sleep ! were the last words of
the dying Mirabeau. Fit valedictory of so ignoble
& spirit, to the fearful scenes over which, like an
arch-demon, he hid so often and sucoessfully ty-
rannized,

Gifted with a versatility of genins that placed
him on an equality with the most prominent publie
men of his country, Mirabeau might have wrought
out for humself a monument lasting as the political
annals of France, and been instrumental in leading
that ill-fated kingdom to a retreat, secure alike
from the despotism of a court, and the blighting
anarchy of an infuriated populace. Possessed of
an influence grasping alike the power of the pal.
ace, and the cot of the artizan, he ruled both king
and subject. Noble by birth, the royal household
appealed to the pride of that nobility as a defence
against the jeers and assaults of a regkless people.
A republican by profession, the revolutionists with
the concordant acclamation of & million voices,
oonstituted him a mediator between themselves and
the throne. Recreant to his king, the royal prero-
gatives were publicly sold in the market place of
the mob; and deluding with deoeitful bhopes the
people, their just rights were scornfully satirized
in the audier.ce chamber of the king. Eulegizing
every virtue, he revelled iz every vice ; grasping at
every merit, he embraced every defect ; bowing

! down with the devotion of an idolater at the shrine

of every glory, he burned unholy incense upon the
altar of every disgrace : aspiriug to the most
daring yet successful political leadership of the

| Revolution, he wallowed in the vilest kennel of

profligacy that ever reeked upwards from the strects
of abandoned Paris, Guided by no fixed principle
of right, he basely stooped to gather the emolu-
ments of every wrong ; prompted by no holy im-
pulse that might have made him a patriot or a
martyr, he deemed it no villany to betray a party
or abjure a faich. Looking not beyond the present
hour ; that hour animated by no existence worth a
thought, save his own ; and that existence wedded
to the gratification of ¢very sensual appetite, even
to satiety—he erushed within him those aspirations,
which in the quiet of his youthful student days,
plead with angel eloguence for the aotual glories

' of & future, nobler life ; and wrote over the entrance

to his chamber, ‘‘Death is an eternal sleep!"
Every goblet of pleasure he had drained to the
lees, every golden-hued fruit he had plucked from

the tree of sensual life; and now in the hour of
death, when every sense was silently yet securely

‘:being sealed forever, Mirabeau raised himself, all

|
]
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loathsome and deformed through licentiousness,
from his é¢ouch, and in tones undaunted as those
which he had ere-while spoken in thunder accents
from the Tribune of the Assembly, demanded the
vestments for this last sacrifice—** Sprinkle me
with , crown me with flowers, surround me
with music, that thus I may enter on eternal sleep I

A shadow stole over his black brow; s tremor
' shook his frame, and the sensual Ww
in calimncss his death sleep.—[Christian




