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Speech of the Hon. Charles 'Connell,

IN THE House OoF ASSEMBLY, APRIL 10TH,—ON
Mr. Tieeir’s MoTiON.
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MR. CoNnELL would nccupy the attention of
the House fur a short time, ns he felt it to be
his Cuty to state his reasons for the vote he ehould
give, and he thought that those reasons would
justify himself to the House and his constituents
in coming to the ¢onclusion thst the Government
in their administration of the public aff:irs had
not proved themselves worthy «f confidence. It
had beren stated that the wpposition had cavsed
delay 1n getting into the discussion of this ques-
tion, but if there was any delay he (Mr.C.)
charged it upon (e Government in their endea-
vor to get in = resolution, which, it they had
not prepared, they hid placed in the hands ot
one of their friends to move.

Mr M’LEoD. So far as the government are con-
cerned, they knew nothing about my resolution,
nor did they place itin iy hard.

Mr CoNNELL. At all events the Government
secmed to tnke a great deal of interest in the
matter. The amendment prepared by Mr.
M'L- o0 contained an important admission , that
the Executive Governm: nt and trustees of the
public domain are responsinle for the proper
manegement of the same, and should be guided
by the facts elicited by the investigation. Hon.
members might regard the result of the investi~
gation as unimportont : he did wnot, and thought
the facts clicited were imvortant, they had prove«
ed so by the effect on the Government, leading
0 a reconstruction and the eapulsion of the At-
torney General. He had very high regard for
the honesty and industry of the Surveyor Gene-
ral. but at the same time the sffairs of his de-
partment had not been conducted in such a way
as to give satisfaction to the country. It appear-
ed from the evidence that members of the
Government and Legis'ature have applied for
landsin the names of other partics ef which
lands they afterwards became the purchasers. The
Government hud declared this, by their condem-
nation of the Attorney General, a great crime.
This was an aduission that there had been
mismanagement and by whom ? by the Governa
ment, not individeally but as a body, and yet the
Government had declared itselt innoceit a8 a
body and sacrificed the Attorney General. It
had been proved in evidence that the business
and management of the Crown Land Department
had been interfered with by otner me>mbers of
the Government to such an extent as that the
Surveyor Geuneral found he must either subm:'t
1o a wrong or resign—he had chosen to do the
latter. He would refer tothe case «f two of the
Deruty Surveyror:, Wilmot and Arwold, who
bad it appeared, been retain«d in office contrary
1o the sdvice of the Surveyor General. Deputy
Wilmot had been found guilty of receiving pay-
ment for fictitious surveys. Iv)o*puty Arncld had
done the same and had also retaned and made
use of public moneys paid to him by poor people
s insta/lm-nts on their land, and had nut been
comprlled to make returns of the same until the
Governme nt were wiged to take notice of the
matter by the representation of the pariies who
hsd paid the money into his haods, and it also
appe:red that he had been puid for eurveys
which had never been. Why weie these allow-
ed P It seemed to him (Mr. C.) that looking at the
Teculatiunn in land along the line of railway,
the couclurion was eviden', that the Deputies
wereaware of transactions o! members of the
Guvernment which ihey did not desire 1o be made
knowr, therelore despite the Surveyor General
they. had been retained. He held the Govern-
ment had vy their interference wich the manage-
ment of the Crown Land Department made
themselves responsible for all the acts of that
D+ partm: nt, nor could they escape from that re-
spousibitity or convince the public that they had
dischaiged their duty in a proper manuer ;to
bim (Mr, () it was gratifying to know that the
people would very sooa have o portunity of ex-
pressing sn opinion upon the su ject. He charg-
ed upon the G-vernment that they had aided
and abedted in allowing the public lands of the
Proviuce, along the line of railway to pass out of
their hands as s Government, snd 1o be appro-
priated to their own use and thut of pther prrsons,
not for settlement but for speculation purposes.
Mr. Smith. It so it was when you were in the

overnment) He thought not but it so he was not
aware ot it (Mr, M’Pherson : you were punished
for it). 1t was idle to say the Provincial Secre-
tary v as not aware of it when he advised it, for
lustance the following letter from Mr. Wat-on
proved his complicity in the transactions.

St. STEPHEN, Jeanuary 11, 1859,
“ A, Incues, Esquire,

_* Dear Sir,—1 was induced to drop you these
lines from Woodstock, from a conversation with
Mr. Tilley, He said ifue was not in the Govern-
ment, that there was some ungranted land in
Albert near the R. R., and hence my enquiry, |
did not contem, late purchusing from holders in
the ulg.hbonrhood."

L

Deur Sir, yours truly,
R. WATSON.

He (Mr. C.) was not goipg to condemn Hon,
pmlvmen tor Purc-.hnmg l.nd‘. l‘_'. had done
8o himself and intended to do so wiiile the law
remaiced as it was, but he had never apy lied for
land uod. r fictitious names—but in this matter
the Government had clinlk-d out their | ne of
conduct and their inconsistency in reference to
that was what he had to do with. Me, Ioches in
evidence says :

*Lread ‘hisletter to show that Mr. Tilley
knew that those linds were geiting in 1he haods
of speculators.

The Auwtarney General and Provincial Secret Ty
were aware that these lands were open for specu-
lasion, and were taken up.”’

He (Mr. C.) believed the publie were n-t aware
that those lavds Lad been opened fur public
competition. They had to a certain extent been
set aside for actual settlewent, and had he knowo
when in the Governument of any depaiture from
&:‘Mw being lm.do Mh. have

‘mgalnst it. It might argued that in
order to 1edees the pledges given us to the

value of the lands it was necessary 1o dispose of
them tor eash, but he contended i was but litile
differevice whether thee were sold for cash
labor : indeed he believed that the operations

& settler on u hundred aeres of land con' ribute

|in King’s County 300 or 400 acres of gvod |
|acricullural land, if such could be had at a re-
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a much larger sum tn the revenues of the rail
rodd ind of the province than could be derived
from the land in any other way. In sales for
cash the provinee only gets two shillings and
six pence an acre ; that was as much as would be
obtained for a long time and at that price it
wou'd be a long time before the lands wou'd be
settled. The Provincial Secretary in his evidence
says :—

A letter has been handed in by Mr. Inches,
signed by Mr, Wa'son of Saint Stephen, in which
he says, that in a conversation with me [ said |
that were [ nota member of the Government |
1 would buy or would have bonght some of the !
Crown Lands in the neighborhood of the R.il-|
way, Ithink he was justified in making that
statemnt. The subject was in'roduced by Mr. |
Watson stating to me that a gentleman hsd of-
fered to sell him some 500 aerrs of land in a
certain district near the Railway for ten shillings |

er ncre, and asked me if I thought it was worth
it. I think I sa)d to him, that I did not think it
was worth it pow, but that in time it might bring
it and probably more, if it was well wooded ,
and at the san:e time I remarked, that so long
as there remained a large quantity of ungranted |
land few parties seemed willing 10 give above the
upset price ; that in mv opinion some of the lands
were worth more, and were I not a member of
the Government I would have bougbt some of
the lots even at a price beyond what they sold
for. I remarked at the same time that some of
the land was represented as poor with little ar no |
wood and not ef much value.

Some reference has been made during this in-

uiry 10 some property owned by me io the
%oumies of Kings and Westmorlond. It is ime«
portant to me at lesst that the who'e facts in con-
nection with thig matter should be given, and 1
now proceed to state therm.

In December 1856, I concluded to purchase |

|

asonable price. I was informed by a gentlemen
ir 8t, John that'l'. O. Arnold, E:quire, of Sus-
8 X, (not D puty Arnold) was well acquainted
with the Iangs in that County, and was referred
to him for. aformation. On the 1st January 1857
I had an interview with him upon the subject.
He said h» attended the land sales, knew the
quality of the land, and thought he could pre-
cure what | wan'ed. He subsequently informed
me that he had oought at auction 1230 acres, in
three lots ; one 700; one 300 ; and one 280 acres:;
that it was g od land, and cheap at 3s cash per
acre weludmge survey. I purchased from him
the three luis at the price named. It cost Mr.
Ainold in cash about 2s, 5d., and the 24. or 3d.
per acre survey. 1 had no personal knowledge
of the way in which tiiese lands were applied
for. .

In February 1857, I applied for 670 acres :ni
had them brought 1o sale, I placed money 14
the hands of Mr James Jchnson who then re
sided at Moncton, with a request that he would
bid 10 a eertain price for me.

I know some of tae parties who have applied
under the Labor Aet. [ think they were made

| principa’ly by Mr. Lymau Peikins ; they are on
| Snell's Road.

The names on the Petition are
as follows:—Jawmes Demill, Alfred Demill,
Eliisha K. Dewill, George N. Robertsor, Sr,
George N. Robertson Jr., Lawrence M'Manon,
Eliakum Perkins, Edward L. Perkins, Lemuel
Fillmore, H.8. Fillmore, John Answey, 8. B.
Eastey, Robert Polles, James Gerow, John
M Laughlin. James M Olmstead, Nelson T,
Brooks, William Cusia, Willi im Burns, Evenezer
M’'Nichol, Robert M'Lellen, John Plume, Char~
les Hamilion, Ch istopher Fiiseh, Jhn W.
Wright, ¢ laudius Hamilten, Calligan M’Carthy,
William H. Lester. James Hamilton, N. 8.
Dem: |.

Mr. Inches called.—I furnished blank applica-
tions to the Provincial Secretary for 18 or 20 oi
th: above names ; they were seni to Saint Juhn,
signed by the part'es, and returned by tue Pro-
vincial Secretary to me,

Tnis was the first and last time this Mr. T. O.
Arnold’'s nsme was mentioned in connection
with the matter, but Doputy Aroold seemsto
come in very opportunely to th+ relief of the
Provincial Secretary. There was nothing wrong
in the Provincial Seeretary’s buying the land, but
why had he n.tappled n his own name, Th
position in which the D+puty stood in 'his ma*-
ter looked as if there was something hid-ien, and
the complicity of this Deputy did, it seemed to
him, afford the reason why he had not been re-
moved fiom office.

Mr. Conneli here referred to tha land which
the P. 8. had apolied for for parties in St. Jobn,
under the Labor Act, ship owners and ouners,
to shew the anxiety which some members of 1he

overnment had shown to get rid of the public
ands, He disagreed entirely with the Provin-
cia! Secretary, when hesays it makes no differ-
ence who gets the public lands, so long as the
revenue is benefitied. In some cases it wmight
suswer, but 1o lay iv down as a general prineiple
was decided'y wiong. Look at its operations in
Charlot ¢ County ; there 3,000 uecres ia one
block on wh ch L!2.600 had been expended witn-
olt aov settlement so far, and the inference
from the evidence was that this tract was owned
by speculators, He contended that the labor
act reguiations were good, but had not received
proper attention from the Gosernment, nor been
carried out as thry should be. He recoliected
that sowe time ago the county which hz re-
presented was in a state of the utmost alarm at
the rapidity with which the public lands were
passiug out of the hands of the Guvernment
under the Labor act.

Representations with reference to the matter
were wmade by the awnic.pality, which recom-
mended that a commisyioner should be appuint-d
in each parish, which recommsudations were
placed before the Gov ram+nt vy the represens
tatives of the county ¢ mwmissionars were
appointed, and since that time the oreration
of the law had given general sati-fuc :on
[Provincial Secrerary. By whose recommens
dation wss the former commissioner appoint-
ed.] By the recommendations of the represen-
taitives; but for his own part when he discovered
the evil he was prepared to apply a remedy.
Had the remedy seen piompt y applied as well
in other cases, this Commitiee of Investigation
woulu not have been calied for so far as the
Labor Act is eoncerned, and the wiol - difficulty
would huve been avoided. Whit had been
done to remedy exising evils P They had been
asked why althe fussnow 2 Foimer Govern-
ments hud full wed the same practiccs  Yus, but
10c what wa< th: Government of 1854 wurned ou!!
Was it not for their impropr conduet and was
it intended that their saceessors should purs.e
the sime courss. He had opposed that Govern. '

‘the parties, and this had heen a cause of nuch

ment because the policy they pursued was not
eons'stent with the nuhlic interest, and now,
finding the present Government had made no
effort to remedy the evil or inasgorate a better
po'iey, he had rost his confidence in them. [Mr.
Smith.—Why did you not complain when in the |
Governmenrt?] He did complain, anl so did |
other memb rs of the Government, of the claims |
which were all 'wed to stand over from time to |
time and referrcd to the Attorney General, Of
these cliims 19 out of 20 should never have been |
®o referred ; they were on matters which ‘he |
head of the department,nosessing ordinary ahility |
might wiih the Council have settled. Take for
one stance, the R ckwell case., The Cen'ral
Bank bhad a claim, and Rockwell had a claimn for
improvements, and all that was necessary was
to ascertain the jusiice and the value of the sever-
ul claims, and let the land be sold at auetion, ang |
the party porchasing would pay the other. I
Wheo in the Goverrment he had succeeded in |
getiing a large number of c'a‘ms settled, but |
there were still many more which had been in |
exis'ence for a long time to the great injury of ‘

|
|
|
!

|
|

disatisfaction of the present Government, and |
many of his constituents, |

With reference to his land transactions, the
Provincial Secretary always seemned to have a |
friend at hand, as in the case of Mr. Hall, who |
very conveniently for the Prov. Sec. did not
want the land afier he got it. This shows the
ohject of the Government wiih reference to the
nublic lands, and while he did not condemn the
Prov. Sec for getting lands, he did condemn the
underhanded way in which 1hey were bought.—
Mr. Gowan ia his evidence says :

“ The sales of the lands gr .nted to M. Tilley
were made in the months ot May, June, July,
1857, to two pariies—James Johnston and Thos.
B. Barker. Ikocw that Thomas B. Barker's
name was returned by the Deputy, and the sales
were recorded on the Great record book of this
office in hia name. The sale on the 5th May was
to 8. L. Tilley by Deputy Wilmot ; two lots, one
containing 90 and the other 180 acres, m. king 270
acres These wererecorded in the name of the pur-
chaser, 8. L. Tilley; Mr. Wilmot was 1n Westmor-
land. The next case was in King’s; received the
return on the 22nd June, the sale was on the 2nd
it wae thirteen lots ; twelve of them con aining
100 acres each, and one 80 acres, making 1,280,
a.l at the upset price ; those were sold to T, B.
Borker and by him transforred 10 8. L. Tilley.
The transfer was received on the 26¢h June ; the
returns were received on the 22 .d June. The
foliowing is a copy of Mr. Barker's transfer:

“ Saiot John, June 24, 1857.

“I hereby transfer ard assign over to the
Hon. Samue! L. Tilley, 2!l my interest and clain
in the lots 56, 57, 58, block 17, 25, 26, 27, 28,
30, 40, 85, 85,86, 86, and the lot of 80 acres
north, 41, all in blocks 18, Studi.olm, King's
County, 1,280 acres; being the land pu:chased

|
|
|
|

from the Crown and paid for by me, at Depury

Arnold’s sale on the 2n4 instant; and I wish

the grant toissue in the said Hon. 8. L. Tilley’s
name.

 tious authorising it: the others were no. au-
 thorized eitker by the regulations or by law He

' would.
| ernment to induce the Wesleyans to adopt the
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ton. The warrant was is<ued and the land!S. Henderson, Ebeo
snrveyed »nd reserved for one year,under Article| Wm. Hardwiok, C
| house, E. 8. Phillips,
In Febru ry 1867 afier a full approval of the | lips, Wm.

| association scheme as set forth in my evidence Stephenson, Abramn Rideout, Andrew Stephen-
reviously given, an apolicition was made bv s, T. O.

10 of the printed Regulitions,

Crossthan, L. 8. Phillips,
F. Phillips, Thomis Out-
John Wright, C. A. Phil-
Wri_ht, Stephen Rideont, Charles

Rideout, Joseph Nelson, Michael

Messrs. Sipprell and Knowles, and a number ot | Buck, Alexinder M Lean, A. P. Bain, Hugh

others from the Province of Nova Scotia, as well |

ton.

Toie survey was prompily
made. s

There was a large tract of valuable land in Cacr- |
leton, some 20 mles above Wodstock : to settle |

by families from Egtind. Ireland and Seotland, |
wnom he hoped to be able to induce to emigrate
a8 he (Mr. G.) wis going home. He (Mr. C.
felt interested in the matter, and advised Mr
Glase to call and see the Surveyor General

' M'Lena,
.as.of others of the same rel’gious persuision in | Ferry,
 this Provinee, for land in the County of Carle- | Brown,

W. A. Bain, Duncan M'Lean, J. L.
Allan M’Lean, Hector M'Lean, Jr., [saac
Hector M’'L~an, Sen., N. W. Everitt,

A warrant was issued to Deputy Hartley Ephraim Briges, T. R. Everett, G. F. B iggs,
for the survey of 10,000 acres, which, on sccount | James

| of additional application, was extended to 15,000, | Samuel

Swanders, Eisha Briggs, John Bain,
E. Briggs, Ezra Briggs, Rbert Brigys,

and satisfactorily | T. L. Chenney, J. A. Lindsay, Thoms Lindsay, |

' W. 8. Lindsry, Samuel Bogley, Joha Bogley, |
Elijah Briggs.

: Th fe i
| this Mr. Glass expressed to him (Mr. C-) a desire | he 3 e 46 SRS 46 somplois

had against the Governwuent—they had ob-

'| structed the settlement of the county he repre~
' | sented.
) | late in these lanas nimself, this he denied, and
* | he told the Surveyor General that his desire was

Bu., said som» one he wanis to specu-

» | that L 3 acre 0892 ? 8
which he did; he (Mr. C.) urged from time t o Tog rnacre of thage jands sheuld e sold,

time upon the Surveyor General to have the|
survey made, feeling an anxiety for the settle-
ment of that portion of the country, the lands
being valuable, and it havicg been previously |
over'ooked. An efiort hal been made to show|
that this Glassville reservation and the other |
were the same, bat it was not so, there was this |
distinet'on,—the Glassville reservation was for
the purpose of setilement and under tne regula-

was opposed to the principle of locking u
lands, for there was no necessity for it, as per-
sons living in the coun‘ry could apply for and
obtain lands in any quantity and ary place with-
out it; but if the experiment should prove sue-
cessful, as the Surveyor General anticipated, no
one would feel b-tter pleased than he (Mr. C.)
An effort had been made by the Govs
principie, but had failed. 1le had said Govern-
but had rather obstrocted the
One thing had been dome. He found last|
winter an advertisement in the C.irleton Sen- |
tinel, from the Surveyor General,

upon the intending settl-rs in Knowleasville
appear at the Deputy’s office in Woodstock, and |
take their locations. Was that a way to encour- |
age settlement, to call upon 1h2se people at that |

otlers, x
the so called Knowlesville tract. Mr. Inches |
before the commniti ee states :- - |

There is another tract containing 15,000 acres |
in Carleton callvd Knowlesvi'le, adjoining Glass- |

vil'e ; that was surveyed for settlewert, but the |

veyor G neral consented to recrive a»
under the Labor Act. Tis Government has ex-«

Witness, M, M‘Lecd. THOMAS B. BARKER.”

The next and last is a sale in Westmorland on
the 7th July 1857, of lots, cach 200 acres, to
Jmes Johnson, at the upser price, and transfer-
red by him to Semuel L. Tilley, by an instrus
w.ent which appears to have been received intu
the office on the 28th July.

I'he sa'e 10 James Johnson was on an appli.
cation in his »wun nawe, per 8. L. Tilley, contain-
ing 180 acres; the other application was in the
name of Wilham Taylor for 90 acres. All the
others in King’s County were in wifferent nams;
advertised in May to be sold in Juue in the names
of H. Shortland, James Doyle, James Barry,
John White, Edward Thomas, P. Holman, John
Swmith, Jam-s Thomas Boyle, John Duncan, J.

Willi ms, Danirl Jones, and 'l'?mom{ Duffy ; |
| sold all |

these names embrace the 1280 acres, a
appearing to have been the signatures of the
par‘ies writter by N. Arnold as agent.

The two lots of land, each coutaiving 200
acres, sold in July to Jumes Johnson, were ap-
plied for in the nimes of John Nixon and

iilliam Smith, each being signed by §. L.
Tilley as agent. Tne applications were both re-
ceived on the 21st February 1857. Tle transfer
fromn Johnson to 8. L. T'illey is dated at Moneton
on the 21st July 1857, received oun the 28¢h July
1857, and is as follows :—

“ Moncton, July 21, 1827.

“ The Surveyor General will please issue the
grant ot the 400 acres of land, lots 11, 12, 13, 14,
south, in North Range, block 18, Sal.sbury,
Wes morland, in the name of Samuel L. Tilley.

Wiiness, Ezekiel Taylor, J. Jounson.”

Her: again it was found very useful 1o have
Deputy Arnold coneerned in the trasaction. It
was rather extraordimary that the Secretsry
should assert tuat he never applied for land, but
did not eay he Lad never purchused any while
in the Governmen'. He states he never applie
when in the Legislathre or Goverument. &'uw
he thought it was pretty well understood on the
20<h of May, 1857, wuo was guing to be Pro-
vincial Secretary, and it could not be expected
hat the then Syurveyor General (Mr, Montgo-
mery) who merely held office uutil the new
Government came in, would feel disposed to take
any responsibility ; tuen whv affirm as an excuse
that the lands wers applied tor under the laie
Government. Another extraordinary feature
was the apparent anxivty of the Provincial Se-
cretary to getrid of his land at what it cost him
It was gencrally the cas¢ 1n such transactions
that as with Inches, sellers of land desired to
muke & guod penny. No doubt since the first in-
timaiion of this investigation was given the
Secretary would have been quite willing :o have
got rid of his land, if by so doing he couid have
avoided the investigation and exposure which
has taken plade.

He now desired to offer somne explanations
with reference 10 the statement of the Surveyor
General, about the Rev. ar, Gliss, who had not
been treated by the Surveyor General in a pro-
per manner. Mr. Glass was abseat from the
country, and this fact, as well as a proper respect
lor his wifc and family in deep affliciion, should
have induced the Surveyor General to refrain
from making sueh ungenerous remarks. The
Surveyor General suys :- -

In the summer of 1853, | was ca’led o1 at the
office by a number of Presbyteiisn win sters,
headed by Revs rend Ch: rles Gordon Glass, with
whom 1 hud . long conversativn on the subject
of i nizration, I lud the application of Mr.

pended money on the roads. The Surveyor |
| General, after a conversation with Mr. Counel’, |
| decided that it should be opened. A lew days |
| since the Surveyor Qenersl gave directions, on
| application of Mr. Connell, the land in Knowle

ment condiri sns, which are understood to be lhc’
same as under the Labor Act. la thes latter|
tracts the expense of survey 18 W be added to the |
upset price, as they aresurveyed sll round. and |
roads are open d at t' eexpense of the Govern
ment., The security the Gavernment has, is,
that no grant shall issue untii the regulations |
arecomplied with. Tnere is no understanding
whether the cash 1s to be paid down, but appli
cations were received.

'he Petitions referced to as being handel to
me by Mr. Connell are not now, but were in the
office before, and were returned to the Local De-
puties ; and sinee the conversation referr: d 10 bes |
tween Mr, Conrell and the Survevor General, |
they have been received and put on file; they are
not in Mr, Connell’s name, but ia 1he name of |
parties who are willing to come under the re-
strictions of the Labor Act, snd 1 have no rea-
son to suppose that Mr. Connel! is in any way |
interested.

This evidence went to show that nothing had
ever heen done by or on the part of the Govern-
ment to ‘ocate these applicants ; it appe.rs by
the evidence of the Surveyor General that tie
Knoulesville tract was cons dered a reservation |
for the Free Will Baptists ; this he on authority
denied, although a large nomber of the appli-
cants were of that persuasion, this would accouns
for the ireatment tuat wus inteanded to that body
on the part of the Government. After in the
first place authorizing a road to be ex{)!ored. an
order was sent to survey a Lact near Monquart,
for the Catho'ic Bisnop, and the first intimation
the Represeotatives of the County had was that
the Surveyor bad received au order not Lo survey
and explore a road through the Knowlesville set-
tlement. Here Mr. C. read the followiog letter :

Crown LaND Orrice, May 19, 1860,

Desr Sir.—The Surveyir Gene al does not see |
the necessity for any further exp'oration at Gov- |
ernment expense, for a roal through the tract
being surveyed for Knowles, Sepprel, &e. Your |
return of the Glassville block, shows a road us |
already well explored from V/indsor, up towards |
‘he Garwith mountains. l

If more land is required it may be laid off in |
regular tiers behiud, and the applicints cou after. |
wards get the Lacor Act Conmissioner to say |
additional lots as may b« required, |

Your Obeuient Servant, :

ANDREW INCHES. |

porties never came forward, and finaliy the Sur- | General. and

0| save for actuil sotiement, uoder conditions of |
the Labor Act, even when money was paid. [t
| had been stated that no lands hiad been sold ir
| Knowlesville except for actual settlement, but he
knew of tw) parties, Biver and Hay who had
obtained about 1000 acres at auction and with-
oat conditions, and had not settled.
seif out of the 35000 acres of land surveyed he
| had never bought an acre,
|acting for the petitioners mentioned by Mr.
| Inches Las been questioned and therefire he
| would refer to the circumstances.
p the | previous to his coming to the Legislature, some
 of the parties called upon him and represented
| that they wished to obtain locitions in one of the
|tracts : he dirscted them to go to the Deputy
' but was informed that the Surveyor General had
| said openly, that he would pay no attestion to
' any representation hs, Mr. C., might make.
| (Mr. C.) then recommended them to have a
me«ting among themselves, decide what they

| wanted him to do and instruct him to that effect,
ment had done nothing t) settle the lands, | and he wo

set'lement. | oy .

For him-

His authority for

A short time

He

uld see that their wishes were carried
; if the Surveyor General refused he would

bring it before the House and get the n justice
oW 1 there, He hud however been prompily met in
c““‘"&ihis wishes bv the Surveyor General and the
0| matter was atiended to.

Hoa. Mr. Swith have they any other lands?
Mr. Conne~ll did not know! He did know that

inclemr ent seasun of the vear, scatt.red through- | those 35 p-r<ons iutended to improve and settle
out this Province and Nova Scoiis, to take their | togeth.er. .
locations, and threaten that wnless they ¢iJ so|Sale with which t ey expressed themselves per-
their laad would be taken fr m them. ~ A party | feetly satisfi -d, aod be bad no do'ubl but that
of flifty-nine persons, Sipperel, Knowles, and |!"1s 'me next year, every lut would have some

made spplication for the survey of | clearing onat.  To corroborate his statemeuts he

He had told them the conditions of

read as follows: .
HoN. CHARLES Conyerr, M. P. P,
Sir.—~We the prs ins whose nanes are atrach-
ed to the petition, do humbly request you to
present our petinen to the Hn. Surveyor
show him that some of us made

pheations | 5, lication at the Crown Laud Office, for Carlet .

on, on the 8th or 9h of July las', and some ap
plied in June. After having the petitions com-
plied with, which we sent in, in the year 1858,
we considered it being the same us a trauster,

| Judging that the Hon. Surveyor General was not

| ’ j = |awure of our being disappoiuted in settliag of the
vilie b~ sold at auction tor cash snbjec to settle- | Golde

n Ridge, we deemed it right to send oack
the petitions, with a brief statement of the
matter, we add no more but feel confilant that
you will artend to +his.

We are your humble and obedient servants,
CuRLES CTRAWFORD,

Joun & WiLLiaM SPURR.
Richmond Feb. 18th 1861,

This, then, was his authority, and to show how
the parties had appreciated bis conduct he would
read as follows :

Hon. CUHarLes Coxysevn, M. P. P.

1 received your kind Letter of 22nd u't., for
which I humb'y desire to tender you my sincere
thanks [ have seen all the petitioners rince [ re-
ceived your leiter, they feel thaukfu! to you for
vour kind attention in forwarding their petitions,
and the satisfactory arrangemeats which you
have made with the Hon, Surveyor Genera! about
th? land, the Ciawiords, the Hemphills, the
Benns, and the Spurrs, would rather nave the
land go to sale, and thiok that the month of
June would be the best for the sale and requests
me to write 1o you to this effeat.

The petition of Joseph Crawford which you
sent up 1o me was intended tor Lot 33 Range 5,
but Mr, Hartley made a mistake in the drawing,
I have corrected the mistake and sent it back 10
vou hoping that you will be kind enough to for-
ward it, I likewise enclse petitions of John and
William Spurr which they humbly pray you to

' forward.

Yours truly,
CHARLES CRAWFORD.
Richbmond March 1st 1861,

Another matter was, that roads had been
made through the blocks in Carleton County, by
private contract, instead of at pub'ic sale, econ-
cerning which a petition had been forwarded to
the House expressing the hops that such s thing
would not again occur.

The Saurveyor General had as much to do, in
properly attending to the duties of his own of.
fice as any one msn shou'd attend to, and it
wou'!d have been much hetter had his undivided
atiention been given them instead of attenting
to the duties of the Board of Works, and he
(Mr. C.) must s*y that the interpal arrangements
of that deparanent were not sueh as Lo conven'-
ence the public.—~Hon. members knew as weil as

'he thitduring the Sessions of theLegislature,
The Survey wis made by Deputy Har ley,and | ey were constantly receiving streams of letters
no roads explored through the Knowlesville for enquiry into matters of business connected
tract ; snbsequently afier the return of the sur- | with the Crown Land Office, which, if th» busi-
vey,the Deuuty was aathorised to explore the | ness of the office wis pr perly managed, would
road, and every hon. member must be sware tuat | pot be necessary, us the Deputies would then be
exploring a road a‘ter a survey was mad -, it was  enabled 10 give all the desired information, Had
impo-sibie to have the lots front on the road, snd | anything like a proper regurd for the public in
the value of the lands were consequenily de-!ter--r_ in the management of the department been
reciut d and ihe perple greaily incenvenienced. | manitesc-d, the com nittee and its subsequen|
Ibe plans in the office would show the correet- ' action would not have been needed.
n-8s of his s'atement and the impropriety of the |
course pursued by the Government He would, !
to shuw the n the resp-ctable chiracier of the | instances bevn induced by the representations of
pariies to wnom he hat rceferred, wen io ther | other meu.bers of the Goverum -nt, to exceed the
names, to locate whom no cffort had beea made l order of survey by the Surveyor Genersl; in

ou the p.rt of the Government, | some instances increasing one hundred pe: ceat,
KNOwLESVILLE. What he asked would nvcessari.y be the cons

Ezekiel Siprel, George M, Ha tley,Janu-l Bip- | sequence, it that state of things was to continue,
re!, Amos E Harly, Abner W, Siprel, George and a Deputy ordered by the Surveyor General ;

Me, Conn Il here read from the evideace to
show that the Depoty Survevors had ia some

Glass before the Couneil, and wn order nassed on
the 9ih of Augusi for the survey of 10,000 seres |
ot land nesr Becaguimic, in the Couaty of Carle-

T. Hartiey. N.S Siprell,Georg: Steve.s,Ez kiel ‘0 survey 10,000 acres, could by the interferen:e
Siprell, Joseph Jones, W, ¢, Steveus, J. L. of members of Goverr ment, und a8 iu vne io-
Smith, George Henderson, Arima Bergess, W. stanoé by an individual outside ol the Govern-

!

' of a department, while the chief
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ment, insrease it o 20,000 acres; and in the
case of Kerr, who was ordered to survey 5,000
acres and surveyed 32,000 acres. 1ie Govern-
ment admit themselves to be trustees of the
public domain,—that position is pretty well un-
derstood, but we had arrived at a strange state of
things, when a member of the Government was
condemned and dismissed for violating the rules
of tuat depart-
meat, who had allowed the state of thing+ to
exist, and who had fostered the evil, was allow-
ed to retain his position and be regarded ss clear
in the matter. In fact in tivs connection, it
would =eem the hon. Surveyor General belonged
to the “ Know Nothings.”

He won'd now offer some remarks with regard
to the rallway. In October Jast, when the iatelli-
gence went abroad that the railway had more
than pa'd expenses, the public were taken b
surprise—in this surprise he himwelf participamz
although he felt delighted, still he had his own
drubts as to the correctness, and those doubts
had been strengthened.

Mr. C. here read the following from the report
of the Auditor of the Cinada Railway accounts.

“ The first, as it is also the primary question,

| which is dealt wijh inthe Report of the Auditors

!
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| eyes of the public 1s not correct !

is the balince sheet of the affairs of the Company.
There are p-rhaps no men in this ¢ wuntry betier
fitted than Messrs, Allen and Workman, to pass
a jodgement upon it : none who better understand
the value of fi sures ; or, are mre capable in such

| matters to winnow the chaff from the wheat,

We simple mention thus for the information of
our distant readers; 1t is quite unnecessary for
the cinizens of Montreal. These genileman say
distinctly, after a caretul investigation of the
books ¢f the Comoany, n a firmal report, that
the balance sheet which has been Prepared for

They show us
that either through eulpable ignorance, or Hud-
soniah cooking, it has been so framed as to de-
ceive and make things lo ik pleasant ! Tney show
us, that while a profit has beea claimed ia the

| revenue account of $1,472,113, there his, in

fact, been no profit at all ; bat, on the contary, a
very serious loss of $1,009,491,28 !

‘That was the state of things in Canada, end
he very much teared it would be found that
here we stood in much the s'me position. It
had been declared that our Riilway would cost
one and a half millions of money, and such he
believed would be the fact, the statement of the
Government to the contrary notwithstanding.
He had asked for certain returns, from whieh it
appeared that the whold cost of the Railway
from S:. John to Shediac upto November 1st,
1860, was
Amt. Expended, as shown by

returns,

£1,122433 0 8
Interest to date, per statement,

216,903 9 4

£1,330,336 10 0
To complete this Road with the
extentions to deep water whae-
ves, which 1s desirable would

take at least 125,000 0 0

£1,.404,336 10 0

Making a sum littie short of six mil ions of
dollars slready expended on this Railway.

He had no doubt tha' as soon as the excite-
ment of the eleciion had passed, the extentions
to deep water would be constructed.

He contend +d that 1h: Government had de
ceived the Hou e and the country in their states
ments with reference to the interest. How was
it he would if the statement was correct, that
last year the earnings of the Railway was suffi-
cirn' to pay all expenses of the road, the ioters
est &c., and left a surp/us on hand, that this
year the Government had to ask the House gor
a grant of £22 725, over and above the 2§ per
cent impost, to pay the interest on the Rai way
Debentures. He would lonk at the returns.
In the years 1858, 59, and 60, the sum of £17,
135 7 2 was oharged against the contractors for
the use of locomotives, snd this amount was im-
properly eredited 1o the revenue account of the
road, so that in reality the whole surplus by
their own sccounts appeared to be £96 0 3 in-"
stead of £17,135 9 2, as claimed.

There waes anothee mitter - connected with the

railway operations to which he would refer, as
one which drmanded explination. On section
4, the original price contracted for was £29,.
686. T'ne amount paid the contractors Me-
Donald & Bean was £52,425, making an excess
of £22,533. On No. 5, Messrs. Walker & Co.,
the original contrect was £25,172, the amount
paid £49 812, exc-s3s £24 669, so that the excess
of expenditure was £47,207 over the amount
conuacted for; surely the country had a right
to know how this excess came, and why it was
allo “ed.  On the one iten of rock cutting, whie
the estimated qrantity is 1000 yards, 35,176
yards have been paid tur, thus making an excess
of 34,176 yards, and costing £8,250 instead of
£250, as represented in the ornginal estimate.
It was due he contended 1o all the vurious offi-
cers who had hsd any connection with these
works to hive these matters fully explained.
The Hon. Provincial Secretary had suggested

& magnificent scheme by which a sinking fund
was to be created, to vay off 0 a few years the
whole railway debt, now why he (Mr. C.) would
ask had not a measure been introduced in order
to give effeet to so lwportant a scheme., Sur:l
the Governm nt were direlict in having faile
to do so. Albeit the only measure which (he
Government had introdue«d this season was one
with reference 1o and the prepay ment of l«tters
and thit was a measure which he (Mr. C.) had

roposed last win er and desired to introduce,
Eut was prevented® by s colleagues in the Gov-
einment,

That with something about emigration were
the only messures of the Government (Hon, Mr.
S nith, The supply bills.) Now about this Bui-
gration Schemne,

The Surveyor General complained of the Rev.
Mr. Glass huving represented that the linds in
New Biunswick were given away, but he tound
by refcrener, 1o an adv.itisem- nt that he held
in Lis hano, published in Glasgow, that the Gov-
ernmeot wa. pivnyg anay the public lands, or
that 1t was 8o rep rted by their agent there, in
addition (0 whicn they threw in an essay on New
Brunswick us a home tor Emigrants,

He, Mr. Couunell, in conpclusion would say that
he thought he had shown good and ou‘ciet.t
cause why he or his constitueuts should not hesi-
tate about feeiing that the Government n the
watiers at issue had not justified their confi-
dence, it looked 10 him, (Mv. C.,) as if the Gove
erument was very anxious to hold va to office.
1t bad been said by the Hon, Secretary, that he

(Mr. C.,) had committed politiosl Suieide. The




