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Religious Selertimns, -

. Are You Insured.

The fire-bells were sounding an alarm. It was
nearly midmght, Looking out of my window, 1
observed that the sky was brightly illuminated,
and judged there must be an exteasive conflagra-
tion not far off. Soon the ever alert firemen
were out with their machines, and the etreets
were alive with raen and boys hastening in the
direction of the fire.

While hastily dressing myself for the p
of going out, I heard a violent knocking on the
door of my hext neighbor, Mr. J,, and a voiee ex-
claiming, * Mr. J., your store is all on fire |” I
put my head out of the window to make an in-
quiry, but Mr, J., having heard the alarm, had
rased his window, and apparently in great ex-
citement, was inqairing of the messenger if he
was sure that it was his store tha: was on fire ?
“ Yes,” replied the messenger, “ I am sure ! 1
know your store : it’s the second one in the
block, ardjit’s all in a blaze now, and nothing ean
be saved ! Insured a’n"t you, Mr, J, P

Mr. J. was too much c.nfused, for a moment,
to answer the interrogatory, and I was about to
repeat the question myrelf, heiny anxious to know
the fact ; although I supposed, of course, that so
careful and prudent a manas Mr. J. hnd been
reputed to be, would not fail to keep his pro.
perty fully insured. At length he exelaimed, in
a despairing tone, * I"n a ruined man ! oh, what
afool ' 1 neglected to get insured, thinking
every day that I would do it to-morrow, and now
I have lost ail ! Oh, what shall [ do ! what shall
Ido! What will become of my poor fami'y !"*
and he sank back from the window, the picture of
despair.

Most deeply did I sympathize with my neigh-
bor in his distrese, and began 10 consider how I
might help him. 1 sbandoned my idea of going
into the street, and was soon lost in deep medi-
tation. And thus I thought :— :

“ Well poor J., his properiy is gono ! Why
did he not get iasured P It is really a hard case-
I have seen a card hanging up in some work-
shops and counting-rooms, on which was printed,
in large letters, “ ARE YoU INsUrED P It'sa
good thing to remind folks who forget. I wonder
why J. didnt have one of these cards hung up
in his eounting~room : I should think he would
be almost tempted to hang one round his neck
sfter this. ' No ineurance, and all his property
in that building !—it was downright, inexcusable
neglect.”

Dear reader, the incident we have narrated re-
lates to the loss of property ; and although you
blame Mr. J., as I did, for his negligence in a
matter so important, you can not help feeling
sympathy, as a man, for his misfortune. But,
my friend, how is it with yourself ? You have
an intereet at stake, of infinitely greater mouient,
What have you done about it P

Is your immortal soul insured ? It ie of more
valuable than all the property «f the world, It
bas a wealth of aflections, of capacities, of
powers,richer than all the gold and jewels of the
mine. Tt will exist when the earth ftself shall
have passed awsy. What shall a man give in
exchange for his soul ? What shall it profit him
10 gain the whole world and lose his own soul P
That's it, my friend, your own soul is in more
danger, and needs more to be insured than your
property, and I ask you, in sincere friendship,
have you attended to it ?

You are, as a sinner, in danger of everl- sting
fire! Such is the declaration of God himeelf.
“He shall say unto them on the left hand, Depart,
ye cursed, into everlasting fire.” (Matt. 25 : 41.)
If you say this only means a guilty conscience,
Or some temporary punishment, I reply, You
don’t kfow that. God says it shall be fire ; and
it he'says that, he means something more fearful
than you have ever conceived of. It is afire that
vill burn upon the soul ; not seizing the paor
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sinner’s case, I ask you then, again, Are you in-
sured 7 Have you any guaranty against that most
fearful of a!l losses, the loss of the soul? Have

ou been to Christ for it, with true penitence for

| 810, and a solemn consegration to his service ?

Can it be that you are peglecting this matters
while interests so monentous are depending upon
it ?

WILL YOU GET InsURkD ? Perhaps you hLave
been guilty of delay up to the present moment.
1[0, do not comtinee it longer, Pessibly it may
not be too late to attend to it now. Hasten,
hasten at once. Fice to Jesus. Lay hold on the
hope set befure you. Confessto him your sins.
Cast yourgelf on his promised mercy, and beseech
him to save you. You may do this now; to-
| morrow, vne hovr hence, and it may be for ever
100 late.

Whiie hfe prolongs its precious light,
Mercy is found and peace is. given ;

But soon, ah ! soon, approaching nicht
Shall blot out every hope of heaven.

““ Son, Remember,”

Luke 16 : 25.

Who can fathom the dreadful import of these
emphatic words, add/reseed to the lost spirit of
hiw, who but a httle while previous, was clothed
in gay attire, faring sumptuously every day—
living entireiy unconcerned for his soul—wholly
absorbed in the passing pleasures of the hour,
without regard to the requirements of him who
holds the destivies of all in his hands ?

Oh, all ye cireless neglectors of God’s com-
mands, remember ! Ye who are living in gaiety
finding your own pleasures, and doing according
te yourown devices, without regard tomerey’s
calls, or Heaven's broken laws, remember ! Ye
who are neglecting your soui’s undyiug interests,
to gather a few sticks and straws, while the angel
of mercy is holding an incorruptible erown over
your head, remember! Ye who are striving for
the honors and plessures of this world, or covets
ing riches, ease, or renown, as if they were the
only good, remember! Ye who ere rolling in
splendid equipages, or adorning lordly mansi s,
as if there were no eternity for you to shortly
enter upon, remember | Ye who have eclosed
your eyes against the livht of gospel truths—
against heaven and humanity’s call’s remember !
Ye who are dealing out the intoxicating druusht
and under a double, curse remember ! Ye who

ber ! Ye who on the Sab.bnh buy orsell and
descrate its hallowed hours, or take God’s name
in vain, remember ! Ye who are at ease in Zion
ar like the foolish virgine, whose lumps are gone
out, remeniber ! Ye whe are living only for your-
selves, without God and without hope in the
world, erying, * Peace and safety,” while sudden
destruction eometh, remember !

Ob, rewewber that the present passing momen,
only isyours, and if you will now resolve to turn
from your evil ways, and seek the Lord with
all your heart, then he will be found of you, t
your rejoicing ; but if you forsake |im, and turn
aside from his ho'y commands, you will son, ah
wery soon, be with the eternally lost ! and then
in anguish you wi-l remember, that “ you knew
your duty, but did it not,” You will then re-
member that your duty was not a hard, unpleas
** It was only to obey God, by turn
ing from rin to'holmess, to Christ, to heaven, to
read nnd pray,’ and run ihe Christian race.”

‘You wili then remember how you preferred to
be absorbed in worldly affuirs, and how little you
esteemcd God's service, and Christ's atoning
sacrifice. You will then remember how you
shghted the means of grace, and all the invila-
tions of his love, and, for a few fleeting vanities,
gave up heaven. You will then remember your
long rejecting the whisperings of that blessed
Bpirit, urging you to prepare for eternel scenes.
You will then remember with how little concern
you let your precious moments of probation pass
unheeded, untl they had a!l passed away for

trail body alone, but insinuating  itself into the pever. You will then remeniber that those pre-

keenest sensibilities of the spirit. It will burn |
for ever, because the material that feeds it is 1m-
mortal. “The worm dicth not, and the fire is |
not quenched.”

This fire will come wpon the sinner suddenly.
Like my poor neighbor, he way have promised
himself that he would attend to the eubject soon,

eious moments of time will return nc more. You
will then remember those years, months, weeks,
days and hours, with regret for their loss that no
pen or language ean describe. You will remem-
ber that during their continuance was the time
for you to do the will of God, —and then heaven’s
eternal Joys would nave been secured, You will

but alas ! he has put it off from day to day, till in |¥emember that then was your opportunity and

* moment the flames break forth, and 1 is too
late | J,ﬁlﬂndn of persons have lost their all
by such delay, and vastly grester multitudes
have lost their souls in the samie way. “When
they ehall say, Peace and safety, then sudden

priviiege 1o aceept the offers of life eternal,—yea,
that even at the very time while reading this
personal admonition yon might have secured the
salvation of your soul, by resolving thus : I will

(in the strength of the Lord) now turn from s'n
and Satan's delusive snere, and from henceforth

destruction cometh upon them, and they sball |y will be a faithful servant of the ever-living

uot w.ﬂ ! '

There is but one possible way of deliveratce

from this danger. 1t is by applying to the Lord r

Jeaus Christ, - His blood slone can_extinguish |

the fire that threatens. the 'wicked. His promise

ilthmwam never broken, never fu'sified.
thag tillions, even at the last moment,
snd jt Imczo save to the M But ap-

Plication must be made to bim forsit. It availed
wy friend J. qulb’tht “the in‘urance com-
Penies were sound—their vaults full of gold ; the

#Gop calling yet!—and shall | give
No hecd, but stitl in bondage live ?
I wait, but he does not forsake ;

- He culls me ¢till ! my heart, awake {

- gnd odlur et l—J can not stay ;

y heart I yield without delay :
Vain world, farewell ! from thee I port ;
The voice of God hath reached my heart.”

Al oo
““RICH IN FAITH,”
For many dl”} “uww through
“deep waters.” A great cloud had s¢tiled down

Its
fatal mistéke was, that he bad teken out mo |
Poliey.” Bo the blood of ;J‘ wil
tinner ‘un ""\. applies 10 him, Otherwise
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 friend, aro the plain fuets of every
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on me, and I t’“’ W*d v never lift or
t—nor yet, in my ewn mboli« \g blinduess,
I see a *bright light in the cloud.” 8o,

being eould

Mﬁagqndond if any human
more miserable than myself.

-

oppress the poor, and neglect the needy, remem- }

[ sat one morning in my darkened &;:5 ungodly appear ? ‘I'here is much truth in the
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The door bell rang, and a neighbor entered.
He was'a poor man, but a consistent, devoted,
happy christian. Often had I met him, and as
often had I been reproved for my own lack of
faith iu a covenant-keeping God. His faith
never wavered, his love never grew cold. OQut-
word circumstances, however untoward, seemed
not to sffect his inward peace.

That morning, as I looked on his face slmost
shining with the happiness in his soul, | asked
him, impulsively, how he coatrived to be always
80 hapry. - It was a thoughtless question, even
a cruel one, and so I felt as soon as it escaped
my lips.

A shadow for w mement passed over his face,
and a tear dimmed his eye; then I could but
remember his history—how a daughter, the pride
and joy of his heart, whom he tried faithfully to
lead 1 the path of virtue, had gone astray, and
brought shame to the poor man’s home. I re-
membered, too, a son, his first born, on whom
be depended tor support in his declining years.
but who Ead wandered far from his father's God
into the ways of sin, till he was now an inmate
of the State’s prison. 1 thought also of a large
family dependent on his daily labor for their daily
bread.

These thoughts rushed through my mind as
soon us I had asked the question, and | regretted
that 1 had been so thoughtless. But his reply

was such a rebuke to my own lack of faith, and
such an exemplification of the power of a

living faith !

fir good to them that love God; why ehould I
not be happy P’

Poor man! Poor in this world’s estimation
of God.

I counted over my mercies after had left the
room. I enumeruted friends, home, health an
open Bible, a living Savour, an ever present
Spirit, a promised heaven ; these, and many
many more. What if some had been removed ?
So much the bigher might I prize those tha
where lef'. )

Then I went out of my darkened room into the
light of day, went out aleo from the state of dark
unblief into the bright region of an unquestioned
faith. Now the cloud lifted, and I saw a “bright
light in the cloud.”

Yes, * all things work together for good to
them thut love God;” cannot we believe it ?
Ah ! when, when shall we learn to take God at
his word P Shell we ever entirely trust Him,
tll we “ see as we are seen, and know as we
are known ?"’'—Am, Mess.

The Christian Conflict.

President Kirkland, of Harvard College, once
remarked satirically of a wealthy clergyman, that
he was clothed in purple and fine linen,and fared
sumptuously every day, and presched elequeat
sermons upon self-denial.

There are many Christians, in vigorous health
and in prosperity, who know nothing of the trials
of faith and patiemce 1o which others are axpos-
ed. Louk at this mother of a large family, with
small means and feeble health, The sick child
in the cradle is crying. The household work, all
unuided, is to be done. There is food to be
covked, clothes are to be washed, garments to be
mer.ded, beds to be made, rooms to be eleaned,
ad a troop of tuinultuous children to be restrain-
ed and guided in the way in which shey should
go. The hushand, perhaps cold and thoughtless,
never gives his wife aeympethizing word. A
sick babe keeps her awake at night ; and, pale
and emaciated, she is scarcely able to drag her
limbs along through the toils of the day. Her
nervous system is entirely shattered. She has
o recreation, no change. It is the same weary
round, day and night, month after month, and
year after year, It is seldom, even, that ehe can
get to the house of God, to have her spirit re.
frashed by a glimpse of the rest provided for her,
when her joarney shall end.

Wby God leads sc many of his children
through such trials we know not. But beautiful
indeed is the aspect of religion, when we see one
passing through such valleys of humiliation with
acalm and placid spirit. There are many
such. — Christianity has no hervines superior to
these. Martyrdom has no flames more trying'to
faith than these. There are probably a0 crowns
in “eaven brighter than those prepared for
victors in such wearing, wasting, interminable
conflicts. When faith is thus triumphant, and
paseion is subdued, and the whole apirit is brought
in'o subjection to God’s law, we have the high-
est victory Christianity can give.—Congregation-
alist.

The Time Is Short.

Trme is hurrying us onward with rapid strides
to our eternal howe. Soon we must sppear be-
fore the judgment seat of Christ, there to give
an acoount of the decds donein the body. Can
1. be that the great and terrible day of the Lord
is about to burst upon us ? Everything indicates
that a crisis at hand ; and seeing we look for
such things, * what manner of persons.ought we
to be in all holy conversation and godliness ?”’
This world may well be compared to a long, dark
night through which the Church has had to pase,
A glorious morning is destined to dawn, but
when that day gomes, where will the sinner and

‘““Iread,said he, “that all things work together |

but *rich in faith,’ exceeding rich in the sight :

greatdrema is hastening to a crisis, Time has
grown old ; six thousand years encircle its weary
brow, and with inconeceivable velocity it is rush-
ing on toits eternal sepulchre. And soon the
lend will come, the parposes for which time was
| given be accomplished, and its ages, years, and
bours ull be narrowed down to the moment of its
olose, The great events connected with the
winding up of all earthly affairs, the rendering
of the Iast account, cannot be far distant. The
earth wrapped in flame, the heavens blanched
and pale with terror fleeting away, the opeuing
of the Book of Remembrance, in which all our
good and evil deeds are recorded, are but a step
before us.”—Angel Whispers, p. 184,
Dark clouds are gathering thick and fast,

An awful storm 1s nigh at hand ;
Behold the Judge has come at last ;

All nations must before him stand.

The great, the rich, the mighty now
Cannot escape his piercing eye ;

They with the bond and free must bow,
And on the rocks and mountains ery.

Tne earth is wrapped in flaming fire—
It rocks and totters to and fro ;
None can escape God’s holy ire—
He comes to conquer every foe-

The heavens, too, in terror flee ;

The trumpet sounds, the dead are raised,
And every eye his face shall see,

While those who pierced him stand amazed.

But hark ! he openeth now the book.

And all must hear their final doom ;
Sinners can on the past now look,

While on their brow there gathereth gloom.

But those who loved and served the Lord,
Endured the cross, despised the shame,
Received an infinite reward,
For he will own each worthless name,
They hear the welcome, joyful sound,
“Ye blessed of my Father, come,
No more as strangers wander round,
But enter on your long-so1ght home.”
O God, prepare me for that day.

When judgment on the wicked falls ;—
When heaven and earth will pass away,
Be thou my Judge, my friend, my All,
JosErHINE

George Muller,

The Rev. Dr, Sawtell has written a letter to
the editor of the *“ Life of Trust,” containing
some information concerning that remarkable
man, George Muller. We think our readers
will be interested in the following extraets :

Mr. MuLLER'S PERSONAL APPEARANCE.

He is tall, rather slender, standing six feet in
his boots, and of a remarkable fine figure, with a
grave German face, and dark brownish eyes that
Rindle into a pleasing, benevolent expression in
convesation. s dress is the very same in cut
and color that he wore in the German Univsrsity,
(bis coat a long-tail frock,) all in black, except
the snow-white neck -tie, fastened with a commeon
p'ain pin in front, the ends hid beneath a waist-
ooat buttoned up so high as to hide everything
but the cravat ; making his whole general sppear-
ance, whether in the pulpit or in the street, a
perfect model of neatness aud order. His hair
i8 rather coarse, and black as jet.

His ScHoLARSHIP,

Bitie is master o1 six languages, Latin, Greek,
Uebrew, German, French, and English ; and
reads and understands the Duich, and two or
three oriental languages, but does not profrss to
be master of them. His attainments in Biblical
literature are the most thorough, and | may say
the most exiraordinary.

HIS LIBRARY.

It consists of a Hebrew Bible, three Greeks
Testaments, a Greek Concordance and Lexicon,
with some half dozen different versions of the
Holy Scriptures, and copies of the best trans~
lations into those several languages of which he
18 master. These constitute his entire lbrary.

HI8 HABITS, AND MANNER OF STUDY AND
' PREACHING,

He rises early, enters his closet, shuts the
door, opens his Bible, offers a short prayer, ess
peciully to invoke the guidance of God's Spirit
wpon the reading and meditation of His Holy,

} Word, (hen reads and mediatates vorse by verse

chapter by chapter, till bis whole soul becomes
impressed with God's presence, and impregoat-
ed with God’s teachings ; then he bows himself
and, like Bamson holding the middle pillar, te
wrestles with God, till, like Lsrael, he prevails.
His habit of reading the Scripture is to go
straight and regularly through them, both the
Old and New 1'estaments at the same time ; that
is, 10 read in the Old one part of the day, snd
in the New the other. He bad strong objections
to that hop, skip and jump method that some
prectice in readingthe Bible, or the habit of
opening at random. When asked how often he
had gone through the Bible in this way, his an-
swer was, “ 1 cannot itell, but probably more
than & handred times.” His preachingis alto.
gether expository, reading » whole ehapter, or
part '0?030, ot parts of two chapters, according
lo the eonnection, and then drawing out of the
passage wuch rich trecsures, so muny things new

owing remarks of Daniel C, Eddy,

" W The word of God, compared with the his"

and old, that I feltitto be worth erussing the
Atlentic to beor them. ¥or (yree Sabbaihs I

R 27. 1861,

Vtory of passing events, fully inllicates that earth’s| sat under his teaohingl; a:d he;:d him tw{u

each day. Though he invited me to preach for
him. T declined, for the very reason that  could
not afford tv lose the precious opportunity of
hearing himi. The happy results of his method
of preaching are seen in the number of men and
women connected with his churches who have be-
come mighty in the Secriptures, and are better
qualified to expound them and to guide iLquir.
ing souls to Christ, than many a young minister
who has spent his three years in o theological
seminary. Let no one imagine that this kind of
preaching becomes dry and heavy. Never have
I listened to more burning words und touching
eloquence than occasionally burst from the lipe
of this man of God, ard especially when hLe turns
to the young, and]with all the tenderness and
pathos of a loving father, pleads with them * to
seek now the Lord while he may be found, and
call upon him whilst he is near.”

GENERAL READING, ETC.

“ I have no time,” said he, * for that.” From
his assistants (10 whom I am indebted for many
facts of a personal natore which Mr. Muller him.
sclf would never have disclosed,) I learned that
the way he kept himself at all posted up with
regard to the stirring events of the day was by
conversation at the table with his associates,
teacliers, matrons, ete., who were expected to
have a little more time for general reading. His
morning hours, after his closet duties is over, are
spent in his family, opening his letters, packages,
etc.,, markiag with his penecil, and separating
them into such divisions or classes that his three
clerks or assistants can understand their respec-
tive duties. He reaches the Orphan Houses be-
tween ten and eleven o'clock ; there he remains
till six or seven in the evening, attending to and
overseeing a great variety of things. The amount
of lubor he performs is amasing, and the almost
endiess variety would render insane, one would
think, most other men. Yet he is never ruffied,
never looks anxious or out of temper,—always
calm and placid, and in a prayerful frame of
mind, casting all his cares upon the Lord, who
careth for him. Idoubt whether I shall ever see
his like again this side of heaven. If [ am not
a better man in future, possessing more of the
spirit of Christ, more faith, more of the spirt of
praycr,and of holy living, for having spent three
weeks at his feot, surely my case is a very sad
one indeed.

WhatChristian Sailors are Doing.
BosTON, Aug. 22, 1861.

Facts that are now numerously coming to
light in relation to the werk of the Lord upon
the sea, are giving vew signficance to the de-
claration of the prophet,—* because the abun-
dance of the sea shall be converted unto thee, the
forces of the Geontiles shall come unto thee.”
What has failed 10 be accomplished by direct
efforts in introducing the gospel into certain lo-
calitics where Catholic nfluences have been
strong enough to prevent the sending of mise
sionarics who are ordained ministers, is now be-
ing accomplished. A good illustration of this
is fuinished in what is going on in several of
the ports in the island of Cuba, where Catholie
intolerance has so effectually kept out the light
of the gospel. A christian sailor writing from
Matanzas says: “ It is nothing strange, ss you
go around the harbor io the evening when every-
thing is still, to hear songs of praise and prayer
Last evening there was a meeting on board the
bark Y « It was very interesting, and was
erowded with seamen, The spirit of God is
hers, for since our arrival there have been ten
cocverted,”

The vess:l to which the writer of this letter
belongs sailed from Boston. As soon as the
ship was at sea, a prayer meeting was establish-
ed, which was kept up during the voyage. In
tho account of the voyage he says : * Jesus has
been on board, and we are so happy. Everything
goes along smoothly and easily. We were bee
calmed on the Bahama banks, and dropped
anchor until Baturday afternoon, when we got
under way with a light breeze, and beat up until
we got alongside of three other ships, We then
anchored again, and on Sunday our captain ine
vited their ship’s companies to our prayer meet-
ing. It was very interesting to see s0 many
listening to prayers and exhortations, After the
servioe, they said they had never heard anything
like this before. We invited thém to attend in
the evening, but a breeze springing up, we part-
ed-—one for Matanzas and one for Havana.”

A christinp shipmoasu r, in a letter of more re-
cent date. says concerning the religious interest
at Matanaz :

“1 was very much supprised, when I came in-
to port, to find the Bethel flag hoisted on a hurk.
This was something | never saw in & Spanish
port before. 1 found they had prayer meetings
twice a week, and on Sundays sailurs and mas-
ters all met together to praise God. They change
from one vesse!l to another. There secms to be
quite a revival of religion in port. People come
from the shore to the meetings, and there have
been as many as & hondred at a meeting."”

The above fac ts in relation to the religious in-
terest in Cuba have been furnished by two of the
sailor missionaries of the American Scamen’s
Friend Society, of which there are now more than
two hundred and fifty afloat, each furniehed with
o library of excellent religious books, to be used
as itinerant preachers at sea, making in ull more
than twelve thousand, having access to an
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aggregate audiense of more tb.n eight thousand
seamen. More than a hundred conversions are

reported from the ships where these floating
colporters” are at work.—N. Y. Observer. H.

Revival in the North of Scotland,

At the mecting in Ew.ng Place Chapel of Seot-
land, the Rev. Mr, Davidson. Salicoats, gave a
brief gecount of the revival in the north, from
which he was just returned. He said one of the
districts which he visited, although perhaps ,
amongst the most darkened n Aberdeenshire at
one time, has been the scene of a very remarkable
awakening. The people were formerly ae ige
norant of the way of salvation as if they had lived
in a land where the gospel was unknown, and
yet, for a year past, the Lord had been awakening
many dead souls, and now clusters of warm,newly
converted praying people are found, whose nums
bers are constantly increasing. The open air
meetings held in the north are being largely
blessed ; and I may mention one or two very in-
teresting cases of conversion whichi have come
under my notice. One is that of an old woman
who lives iu a little aottage in & wood, far apart
from any other habitation. Her husband died
not more than a yesr and a half ago, and God
made his death the means of her awakening. She °
had no one to speak to her—no ome to bring
her help ; and she was in great anxiety ofj soul
for many daye. But when the Lord has a soul
to save He always finds some way of doing it ;
and it chanced she found a copy of one of Mr.
Spurgeon’s sermons. When spoken to afters
wards on the subject, she did not remember even
the text, so fixed was her attention on the two
blessed passages ; but she felt while reading it
as if it had been n special messenger sent her by
the Lord, RBefore reading more than half of a
sermon, she felt the Lord in her soul. “ I went
out to the door,” to use her owa words, and
everything seemed clearer and brighter than be-
fore ; all thihgs appeared ohanged. I seemed
to live in a new world. Since that time she has
been rejoicing in the Lord, although having
many conflicts,. While in darkness she thought
the devil never came rear, but now he frequently
asssils bher, although she is emabled to remain
firm in the Lord. I felt impressed with the
story of this old woman’s conversion,as of a light
shining out brightly amid the surrounding dark-
ness. (On one oceasion I went into a farm house,
where | found five grown.up daughters of the
farmer who had all been converted within a year
in n different way, and each almost entirely ig-

“norant at the time of the change which was tak-

ing place upon her sisters. They told me they
were long in a state of uncertainity ; and while
each was deeply anxious hersel , there secrmed
inexplicable wrong with her sisters.

None of them, however, found courage 10

i speak to the other on the subject, but all search-

ed the Scriptures for themselves, uatil one after
another was brought out of the darkness into the
light of the gospel. Then they began to tell
each othor the story of their converson, and in
doingso to me, one of the young women remark-
ed that what had first roused her anxiety as to
the state of her soul was hearing of so many bLe-
ing converted all aroand. They are now rejoicing
in the Lord, and secking to work for Christ. For
the last few days, ] bave been attending some of
*he open-air meetings in the north, especially
those held in the parish of Skene, On Mondsy
and Tuesday last there were large gatherings
vear the loch there: Itis a very beautiful place
and adapted for opensair meetings. The plat-
form was ereced on the margin of the loch
apd although the mornings were wet, the rain
generally cleared off, and a beautiful day sue.
ceeded. One dey we had a gathering of about
1400 people, and a very solemn and interest-
ing meeting it turned out to he, The Lord's
hand was manifest both on speakers and people.
I do not remember having seen before such
marked evidences of the Lord’s power aund
presence as during these meetings. Similar gath-
erings were held on the same spot last year, snd
many who were preseat then were also present
at the proceedings thi+ year. It was very af.
fecting to observe how, after notice was given
that meetings for inquicers and others would be
held, the people broke up inte little groups—
young men and women, and old people too, One
old woman, who had come from a considerable
distance—indeed, many came from the surrounde-
ing parishes a great way off —iaterested me
very much, This old woman, seventy two years
of age, was very anxious aboet her soul, aud have
ing heard of these open-ajr meetings, che resolved
to go to them. Aceordingly, she left ber house
one morning, and found that rain was falling
very heavily, yet still she said, 1 must go.’»
Re-entering her house, she puta  change” of
clothes intoa litile bag, and again sct out in the
drenching rain, arriving in the vicinity of Skene
with her dress completely saturated. She there
entered the wood and took off her wet olothes,
puttiog on instead the dry Jress which she had
brought with her. In this way she was enabled
to attend the mectingy ; but when they were
ever, and while preparing to return, she said
that she was home again, without
baving found Him whom she had come to seek.
I have no doubt, however, from what I know of

. her, that the Lord will lead her to Himself. It

is truly affecting to find & wowan of her years so
eager Lo get the blessing, and I fear there are
many much youoger whe are not so earnest.
On the following evening a meeung was held in
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