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““ Looking Back," 
When I was a boy at school, it was the custom 

every spring, to give us a holiday, on occasion 
of tne parish ploughing-match. I was patronized 
by a famous veteran at the plough, who won the 

medel year after year, until at last he had 10 give 
up competing, having none to comnete with him, 
Walking beside him at the plough, I observed 
his method. Before starting from one end of 
the field, he sat vp a pole at the other, and ser. 

ies of poles in the intervening space, in a per- 
fectly straight line. On this line he sat his mind, 
his heart, his soul; and so, invariably, made a 

perfeatly straight furrow. He never “ looked 
back,’’ either with his bodily or with bis mental 
eye, but kept his whole mind conecntrated on 
the business before him. The * foolish and 
young” rivals would begin well, and go on well, 
fora time. But one of them would by and bye 
“ look back,”” look over his shoulder tor an in- 
stant, to admire his own work or 10 see whether 
the people were looking on und admiring : and 
in that instant he would make a bend from the 
straight line of his furrow—it was a crooked fur- 
row, and a lost prize. Another would * look 
back” mentally, would allow his mind to be 

turned aside for an instant in listening to what 
people said, or thinking of what they might think 

or wandering to some other husiness than the 

business beforé him ; and in that instant he 

would bend from the straight line of his furrow 
—it was a crooked furrow, and a lost prize. But 
my famous veteran, whose triumphs I felt as my 
own, never looked back, never wavered in mind 
for an instant—and with him it was always a 
straight furrow, and a prize gained. 
Bo itis in the Christian life. Our Saviour 

describes it as * ploughing.” The apostle Paul 
speaks of it as striving for a prize. And we are 
told, “ No man, having put his hand to the 
plough, end looking back, is fit for the kingdom 
of God.” 
A certain man has said to the Saviour, * Lord 

I will follow, thee ; but let me first go bid them 
farewell, which are at home in my house.” The 
Lord does nt forbid him to go. He can go, and 
bid them farewell, and return in time to accom- 
pany the Lord to the cross at Jerusalem. And 
we can go, and Cischarge all the duties of natural 
affection, and yet never part from the Lord for 
an instant, But while leaving him free to go 
or stay as he will, the Master gives to this would- 
be follower the cauiion, to beware of looking 
back. *“ A man’s foes shall be they of his own 
household.” Among our own kindred we may 
meet our deadliest foes ; our natural affection to 
them may prove our most deadly temptation. 
The convert, among bis old forsaken paths , by 
their seductions, persecutions, sneers, jibes, 
scoif, by their silent example, he may bu tempt- 
ed to walk again in the way of the ungodly, to 
stand once more in the counsel of sinners, and to 
sit down at last in the seat © the scorner. And 
he 1s waraed by the Lord, what he must make 
up his mind to if he would really follow the Lord 
ihe would live a Christian lite, and guin the 
prize. He musi set the Lord before him, as 
Raviour—Prophet, Priest, King. He must keep 
his eye, his heart, his soul, steadfastly fixed on 
the straight way of the Lord's commindmen.ts. 
In other words, having undertaken to follow 
Christ, he must make up his mind 10 go through 
w th it, 

If your friends begin to mock you, to call you 
a fool, to speak of you as acrazy faustic; never 
mind, consider only whether you are following 
the Lord, and go through with that, If they try 
to terrify you, by represeniing the difficulties 
and dangers of a Christian life ; never mind, con- 
sider only whether you are following the Lord, 
sad go through with that, If Satan tempt you, 
threaten to break the kingdom of Christ in your 
suul, boast tout he will and can destroy it ; never 
mind, only consider whewher you are following 
the Lord, and go through with that, 

If you do so, there is no fear. The waves of 
men's mockery and rage have often beaten 
azainst, but never of aken, the Rock of ages on 
which you rest. The power of Satan has already 
been broken, the hammer hus been shivered in 
breaking that anvil, the Christ who is formed in 
yoa the hope of glory. Your way is an ** eves- 
lasting way ” Only keep your heart upon Christ 
follow him tiwough wesl and woe, through goed 
*eport and bad ; resolve to do so, and seck, by 
God's grace, 1c carry your resolution out ; and 
in your cese it will be a straight furrow, and a 
8 prize ghined. Bu! ifyou begin to think what 
people will think, to listen 10 what they say, to 
look for approving or admiring looks j then you 
have ceased to follow Christ j itis a crooked fur. 
vow, and lost a prize. * Remember Lot's wife,” 

WI ——— Ie. we 

False Piety 
There is a description of piety which, to say 

the least, is not adapied to the age in which we 
live, Tt is too exclusively subjective. It deals 
with frames and feelings ae If these cunsiituted 
the chief essence of religion. It dives into the 
dark well of the inner mind to discover there the 
Sun of Righteousness. It looks for evidences 
dm ong the rubbish where they are never to be 

It mistakes disobedience for humility : 
not regard 0g itself worihy to do positive duty or 
10 er joy important p: ivileges. It feels no strength, 
Too weak 10 help , what can it do for the 

AN EVA NBELIGAL FAMILY 
That God in allthings may be glorx 
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advantage of others P It moucns the absence of 
comforts, and confesses unfaithfulness : yet waits 
for comforts as a stimulus to aetivity,~ and thus 
remains idle and disconsolate. Persons of (his 
description, are somewhat numerous ; a little ex- 
ercise with fresh air in the open field of effort, 

might be beneficial to their spiritual health, 
These persons should take a lesson from the 

social virtues. A good wae might get into such 
a morbid state of mind as to imagive him- 
self deficient in natural affection, snd therefore 
unfit to provide for his family. * Quickly bestir 
yourself, my good friend!” you would say to 
him: * Do at once the offices of affection, and 
love will increase.” 

There are many professing christians who 
seem to make just enough exertion 10 keep them 
from the sick list, Religious comforts are ex- 
ceedingly precious. Of course they should be 
cherished with humble gratitude. But their 
coming is incidental. . Seek first the kingdom 
of God. Feek the promotion of that kingdom in 
all the ways of praciical godliness. Let the 
advancement of that kingdom become the 
governing principle of action, and comforts will 
come as they shall be needed. Thisis a great 
lesson in the christian hfe. * Girding wp our 
selves for the service of the blessed Master till 
He shall have eaten,” we may hope in our turn 
tr be fed and comforted. This lesson given to 
the twelve disciples is one which should never be 
forgotten. 

There are multitudes, however, who seek to 
reverse this order of things. They would firs: 
be fed before serving the Master. Many, there- 
fore, seem to stard idle all the day long. Some 
employ substitutes to do service. Oihers seck 
comfort in praising the faithfulness of their effi- 
cient brethren. Others still, give ther atten- 
tion @nly to the more pleasant things, leaving the 
toil, the weariness and the seeming drudgery to 
those who are more selfsdenied. All this is 
wrong. It shows at least a great deficiency in 
generalship and discipline. A considerable por- 
tion of these brethren certainly aet too much 
like superoumeraries. Their lips sre sealed, 
their purses are ughtly bound, treir Bibles are 
supzriicially read, their prayers are cold and for- 
mal ; and their enjoyments, it is to be feared, 
are often more like earth than heaven. Go to 
Lhe prayer meeting or the monthly concert: the: 
are not there. 

Bible c'ass : they are not there, Go to any mee- 
ing for benevalent effort : they we not there. 
They aie not even at church on the Sabbath, ex- 
cept in fair weather. How they manage to keep 
themselves from the sick list, it 1s difficait to see. 
They do not even come under the drill as super- 
numeraries, 

Now, ifall these multitudes were suddenly 
to arrange themselves as ** operatives,” [| still 
think they could not easily be guided ; especi 
ally, as the less spiritual amonz them whould 
have the least doeility, So sudden a change, it 
seems, is not likely to occur. As to this whole 
class of individuals we would say, * Arise up 
and build,” * Ye have not been enlisted as idlers 
or superoumeraries.” And furthermore, as pas- 
tors cannot do everything, and ss brethren of the 
church have covenanted to watch over each other, 
—why should not the latter stir up each other in 
a faithful, affectionate way, to active diligence 
and zeal and constancy in the service of Christ ? 
If this were thoroughly done, the very idea of 
supernumeraries would be forgotten. Let us all 
labor and pray earnestly for this 1esult. 

~— — i — — 

“My word shall not return unto me 
Void,” 

ONE day, the year before last, in one of the 
frontier towns of France, a regiment was setting 
out for the seat of war in lly. A young sol 
dier was bidding farewell 10 his friends, in high 
spirits, full of wi itary ardour and youthful hope. 
Almost at the lost moment, he was met by a 
worthy colporteur of the Bible Society. The 
§ ‘od map addressed him mn few but earnest words, 
He spoke of the dangers 10 which he seemed so 
thonghilessly burrying,—of the immortal soul 
which might so soon be called into an eternal 
world, —of the one only and sll-sufficient Saviour. 
“If you do not know Him already,” he said, 
** here, in this little volume, is the record which 
He has given of himself. Take this Book, wy 
dear friend, read i, and 1 shall pray that God 
may bless it 10 you,” The youth readily accep- 
ted the gift; and the eignal for departure just 
then sounding, they parted, to meet no more in 
this world. 

Five or six months afier, the brief though 
bloody campaign being over, the regiment we 
speak of was ordered back to France. The young 
soldier had escaped sll the dangers of the battle- 
field, but his deys were numbered. Lomediately 
after reaching the garrison town, he was attacked 
by se ‘ere illness, sent into hospital, and, afier a 
short time of suffering, died. 

Nothing is told us of his last hours ; there were 
probably ro Ouristians at hand, to speak of hope 
Or consolation to the departing spirit. But, as 
soon as oll was over, the regimental surgeon 
was called upon 10 see the body, snd give a for- 
mal wedical certificaty in regard 10 the cause of 
death. As the attendants were stripping the 
corpse in his presence, one of them exclaimed, 
“Oh, what a strang» thing! see, our comrade has 

| enrried a little book on his heart 1? A small 
‘volume wag handed to the surgeon, who looked 
(it with evident emotion, and then left the 
| ¥O0m, 

Go to the Sabbath school or the! 

| He was not a religious man ; but not long afters 
wards, he sought an interview with a Christian 
of his acquaintance, and spoke to him with un- 
usual earnestness, He related the incident con- 
nected with the soldier's death, and said, “I can. 
not tell you how much finding this book, the New 
Testament, on the corpse of that young man, has 
impressed my mind, A copy of the same was 
given to myself, before we left for Iialy. Andy 
when [ saw how carefully his had been preserved 
and from the ink and pencil marks in all direct- 
ions how diligently it had been studied, 1 could 
not but ask mysell—What use have I made of ine 
gospel, placed in my hands under similar circum. 
ctances ? Had I, like him, been un a bed of death, 
what answer could I have given to the Judge of 
all, on his saying to me, ‘I sought thee, when 
thou soughtest me not ; [called thee by my word, 
and thou hast despised the call 7” 

‘I'nere is every reason to believe, we are told, | 
that these impressions have since deepened into 
conviction, and that the surgeon has not only 
read his own New Testament, but received is | 
truths to the salvation of his soul, 

It was so ordered in providence, that these cir- 
cumstances occurred in the very town where was 
the home ofthe colparieur who had spoken to the | 
young soloier on the eve of his departure. ‘These 
facts were brought to his knowledge, and were 
by him communicated to the secretary of the 
Bible Sceiety in France. How many similar cases | 
may never be known or recorded on earth! But| 
even one such as this may well strengthen the | 
faith and animate the exertions of all who are | 
seeking, 'y any means, to spread abroad the | 
truth «- .1 is in Jesus, and to circulate his Word 
among heir fellow-sinners. 
“Owe soweth, and another reapeth.”” To reap 

in joy, at least on earth, is the privilege of some ; 
~to sow in faith, though it may he with tears, 1s 
the duty, the privilege of all believers.j Reader, 
do you count it yours ? 

“In the shade of the rural by-way, 
In the shine of the village mead, 

In the town and the publie highway, 
Wherever a man may tread, 

Alike at the door of the rich and the poor, 
Sow thou the precious seed. 

“And some shall fall in the thicket, 
Bome in the open world ; 

For the wandering foul to pick it, 
Or shrivel it up in the cold ; 

But some * shall ake root, and bear good fruit, 
Even an hundred fold I' 

-—-— - 

Where is Jesus ? 
Oh, that I knew where I might find him. 
So sighs the langing heart, weary of the glit- 

ter and vanity of earth, weary of decent and dis- 
appointment, weary of euffering and trial, years 
ning to rush away from it all, and yet comforted 
and blessed by holding sweet and close com- 
munings with the Saviour. Yet often the spirit, 
30 clogged with the heavy weights of sin and 
doubt, cann t rise to the throne, searches ie vain 
amid the darkness, feeling after him, flretching 
out empty arms, but someti nes failing to enclasp 
him 

Where isJesus I Very often he may be 
found in a place of secret retirement. It is well 
to break for a whil: the links binding us to time, 
its engagements, its duties, its loves and sore is 
and closing the door, seek lor hum at the trys. 
ting place. Ah! Jesus loves to come there 
and manilest himself—calling off the glad gpient 
from its care, and speaking holy words of peace 
and comfort. Li he delay at first to give the 
assurance of his presence, yet his hear: of over- 
flowing tenderness wi'l not long resist the appeal 
of the love seeking one. And when he comes, 
how bright is the place off his feet, how radi nt 
the room, how gladsome the earch, with its 
smiles, aud music, and sunshine ! Sad heart, 
longing tor thy Saviour, seek him at the secret 
mercy-seat. 

Whoere is Jesus ? In th: sanctuary. Who 
has not met him there 7 Wuen the great con- 

gregation rises, and unites in the songs of Zion, 
does not he come to listen #7 Whe) his own 
heautiful messages are delivered by the lips of 
hig earnest apusties, is not he there, blessing the 

hearing ear, satistying the hungry soul ? On, 
glorious beyond expression is our tabernacle 
gladdened by his presence! "The accumulated 
load of sin and care my be rolled of there at the 
foot of the cross, and the freed Christian go on 
his way rejoicing. 

Whereis Jesus? At the Prayer-Meeting. 
Bad that we do not ofiener meet him there. Has 
he not promised to be with, and bless, ihe 

twos and threes gathered together in his name ? 
And he will not fail—would that we were equally 
faithful | Very preeious are his visits there ! 
How the dews of hs love fall upon the heart, 
parched by the worlds hos fever! Praying and 
waiting | Blessed posture | Brethren and sis- 
ters breathing the same desires — all hearts rising 
inecompany 'o the Friend that sticketh closer 
than a brother | Oh, the Saviour is certainly 
there! 
Where is Jesus P Among his workers, In| 

the lowly cottage, where gentle lips read to the 
stricken inmates sweet tales of hii endless love, 
In the Sabbath-school, where lita heads first 
bow In prayer, and bright eyes turn to the chil 
dren's Friend, and tiny feet start in the narrow 
way * which leadeth vate fe.” In the ragged- 
school, where young hearts old in sin and sor- 

row, ere told of a Burden-bearer, of a home, 

~~ 
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where ‘* they shall hunger no more.” In the 
earth’s solitary places, far from our happy island 
home, where the missionaiy proclaims glad tid- 
ings. Lo, he is always among his workers / 

Where is Jesus ? 
“ Where'er we seek hin, he is found, 
Aud every spot is hallowed ground.” 

Yes, where the heart goes out toward him, 
with “ Whom have I in heaven but thee? and 
there is none upon earth I desire beside thee.” 
Jesus may come to the waiting heart, and bless 
it, alike amid the city’s din and the lonely dell, 
on the marketplace and by the grand old ocean, 
if only we are ready to recvive the Heavealy 
Guest. 
Where is Jesus ? By the Christian's death- 

bed. Yes when the spirit which has trusted in 
him stands ready to fly into the great unseen, he 
will not forsake it. In the valley, as on the 
mountain-top, he will be there, 
And his smile will chase the damps, and mists, | 
and fears from the slippery path, and his strong | 
arm enclasp and protect the trembler. 
Oh! what an unutierable friend is Jesus ! 1s 

he nut worth seeking ? May he be our portion 
now, and for ever. 

O Saviour, be with us! The way is long, 
And hidden snares and dangers round it 

throng : 

The passing day with grief and tears is rife-— 
O Jesus, be with us amid our lite ! 

O Saviour, be with us when falls the night 
All heavily upon our fiiling sight ; 
When weak and helpless at death's brink we 

lie— 

O Jesus, be with us when we shall die. 
— 

The Cost of an Estate. 
“ What is the value of estate,” said a this 

: - | 
gentleman to another with whom he was riding, 

as they psssed a fine mansion and through rich 
fields. 

“1 don't know what it is valued at ; I know 

what it cost its late possessor.” 

“ Ho» much ?” 

“ this soul.” 

A solemn pause followed this brief answer, 

The person to whom it was given was not seek- 

ing first the kingdom of God and his righieous- 
ness. 

The late possessor referred to was the son of 
a pious man who supported his family by the 
labor of his hands. The son eurly obtained a 
subordinate position in a mercantile establish- 

ment in the city, He was then a professor of 
religion. He continued to maintan a reputable 
profession till he became a partner in the con- 
cern. He then gave increasing sttention to 

business and less to religion. Ere he was an old 
man hie had become exceedingly wealthy and 
miserly, and no one who knew him hud any sus- 
picion that he had ever been a professor of re- 
ligion. He purchused ao large landed estate, 
built the costly mansion referred to above, and 

died. Just before he died he said, 
perity has been my ruin.” 

my pros- 

-.- 

Only Onge, 
“Did you ever atiend the theatre?” said a 

oung man ta blue-eyed maiden, who Lung on 
Lie arm as they promenaded the streets of New 
York one mild evening in October. The check 
of the lady erimsoned with a blush as she an- 
swered the Interrogatory in the negative, and 
added : © My mother has taught me from child- 
hood that it was wrong to attend such places.” 
“ But your mother forined perhaps improper pre- 
Judices, from exaggerated accounts given by 
others ; for 1 have olen heard her say she never 
attend «d one in ber life.” And he spoke elo- 
uently of tha drama, tragedy and comedy: and 
welt with pathos on the important lessons which 

we there learn of human natnre. “ Go with me 
one,” said he, “and judge for yoursell.,” Per 
suasion and curiosity trinmphed over the mater- 
nal precept and example, as she hesiatingly re 
plied, * I'll go but once.” She went, aad in tha 
theatre a charm came over her like the one 
which the serpent sent forth trom his dovelike 
eye. She went again and again, sod from tha 
house of mirth and laughter, she was le | to one 
from the porials of which she never returned. 
Around a centre table, where an astral lamp 

was shedding vs mild light sat three young las 
dies ; while one held in her haud a pack of cards. 
Ai the back of her ch.ir stood a young getle- 
man, who for years had successfully resisted 
every effurt made by his companions, to induce 
him to learn the characters on cards. * Come,” 
said she, ** we need one 10 make our game ; play 
with us once, if you never play agein.” Her 
eye, cheek nnd lip, conspired to form un eloquent 
bat ery, which sent forth its wtiacks upon the 
fortress of good resolutions, in which he had 
long stood secured, until it tell like the walls of 
an ancient city, when jarred by the fearful batter- 
ing ram. He learned the cards and played. A 
tew weeks afierwa ds, | was pass ing his room at 
a late hous, and u candle was shedding its dim 
light through the window. Bince tha. time | 
have looked trom wy chamber near'y every hour 
of the nignt, * from close of day till morn,” and 
seen that light faintly struggling through the | 
curtains that screened the inwates of thal room 
from every eye save His which see h alike, in 
darkness and at noonday. Gaming brought with 
it disease, and death came Just us he had pum- 
bered the half of his three score years and ten. 
Daring his last hours, I was sitting by his bed- | 
side, when he fixed on me a look which | shall 
never forget, and bade me listen 10 his dying 
words. “1 wight have been a different man 
from what [ am, but it is too late now. lam 
convinced that there 15 a state of existence be- 
yond the grave ; anil whea I tink of the retribu- 
tion which awaits me in another world, [ tee] » 
b evar which language 15 inadequate to describe.” 
These were among the last words he ever ut- 
tered. 

The junior class of a Southern colloge hal as- 

sembled in a student's room to spend the night 
in riot and debauch. Awd that crowd was one 
who had never recited a bad lesson since his ma- 
tricula‘ion, In his studies he was head and 

| shoulders above his class. That day he had 
| failed. A shade of deepest gloom came over 
him, and he was indescribably melancholy. But 
the wine and jest passed round, while himself 
felt like Lucifer in Eden, where all was joy and 
gladness around him. Said a classmate, © wome, 
Bob, quaff this bwinper, and it will make you feel 
as bright as a hermit’s lamp.” The tempter 
whispered in his ear, “Drink once, and forget 
the past. A similar oceasion will never return.” 
A powerful struggle seemed going on in his 
mind for a moment ; but at last he silently shook 
| his head, and retiring to the asrove, gave vent to 
his feelings in a floud of tears. That boy never 
drank- -not even once. He took the valediciory 
Is now D.D, and President of a College. Onge ! 
Once! Oh, on this slender pivot, hath turned 
fur weal or woe the destiny of many a deathless 
epirit. Caesar paused but once on the banks of 
the Rubicon ; but it was a pause hike that which 

, nature makes when she is gathering her elements 
for the desolating tornado. Eve ate the forbid- 
den fru.t but once, and her countless posterity 

| have felt the fearful consequence resulting from 
| that rash act, Reader, remember once !—[ Pres. 
| Re curd. 

—— 

i ~~, 

"I have tno Influence.” 
Don’t sav so. All have some. A gentleman, 

| lecturing in the neighbourhood of London, said 
-~'* Everybody has influence, even that child,’ 
pointing to a little girl in her father's arms,— 

| “That's true!” cried the man. At the close he 
said to the lecturer, ** I beg your pardon, sir, but 

| I could not help speaking. 1 was a drunkard 
but, as I did not like to £0 to the pubiic house 

child. As J ap 
| proached the public house one night, hearing a 
great noise inside, she said, ‘ Don't go father !’ 
| * Hold your tongue child ¢ Please father doun’t 
| go! * Hold your tongue, 1 say.’ Presently, I 
| felt a big tear all on my cheek. 

alove, | used to carry this 

I could not go 
{a step further, sir, | turned round and went 
| home, and have never been in a public-house 
since, thank God for it. I am nowa happy man, 
sir, and this little girl has done it all ; and when 
you suid that even she had influence, I could not 
help saying, “ That's wue, sir.’ All 
uence.’ Rev. N. Hall. 

cians 

JESUS DID IT. 
“ Nothing either great or small, 
Nothing, sinues, no 

Jesus did it—did it ail 

Long, lou ago, 

have in- 

Lr 
o 

When He from His lofty throne 
S'ooped to do and die; 

Everything was fully done 
Hearkea to the ¢ ry. 

“It is finished | "—yes, indeed 
Finished every joi: 

Sinner, this is ul you need 

Tell me, 18 it not ? 

Weary, working, plodding on« 
W hy toiling so? 

Cease your doing ;a 1 was dou 

Long, | Ng ago. 

Till 10 Jesu's work you ¢ ling 
By a simple faith ; 

Doing is a deadly thing- 
Doing leads to death. 

Cast your deadly doing down 

Down at Jesus’ feet ; 

Stand in Him, in Hin alone 
Gl wriausly compivis ob 

We lous  Futelligence, 
British and Foreign Bible Society, 
Tue of this 

Society was held in Exeter Hall, London, on 
May 1st. The 

on former occasions, while on the platform, sur3y 

rounding Lord Shafiesbury, the President of the 

”
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FirTY-SEVENTH ANNIVERSARY 

altendance was 48 npuInerous as 

Society, were many distinguished clergymen and 

gentlemen. Alter the opening of the Meeting 

by prayer, and the reading of a portion of God's 

word, one of the Secretaries proce eded to read 

the Report, an abstract of which we subjoin :— 

REFORT ON YEAR. 

After some intioductory remarks, it proceeded 
to speak of the foreign operat ns ol the Bociety. 
Commencing with France, it suid the agency In 
the last year had been chicfly directed 10 Rowan 
Catholics, who coustituted the vast majority of 
the population. The year just closed had had 
its peculiar features and its peculiar successes, 
and the resulis were on the whole sati-factory, 
There was a deep conviction in the minds of 
many of the peopiac that the days of Popery were 
numbered, and 1st running out. The cireula- 
tion of the past year exhibited an increase over 
that of the preceding year, and amounted to 

| 87,200 copies. ‘Poere had been no instance of 

OPERATIONS oF TUE rast 

interference on the part of the authorities with | 
| the colportenrs, The total civeulation in France 
now amounied to 4,670,000 copies, Io Belgium 

| there was an obvious change in the public mind 
with regard to the Bible, and the fear of receive 
ing and reading it was becoming weaker. The 

| past year had had its average amount of success ; 
| and although there had been some of the old 
hos ility towards the colporteurs, the ill-will and 
rude violence of the people were the effects, not 

| 80 much of spontanc ous feeling, as of evil influ- 
ence exercised by others, 9.300 copies of the 
Beriptures were circulated 10 the past year, 
making an aggregate of 261,000. ‘The opera - 

| tions in Holland were satis!actory, and the issues 
‘of the year reached 252.000 copies. From Cos 
logne the circulation reported was 91,600 copies, 
Tne sires assigned to the agency at Frankfort 
had been extended by the addition of the French. 
speaking cantons of Switzerland. The circula- 
tion from Frankfort amounted to 67,000 copics ; 
| while the agency at Beilin had distributed 151, - 
000. The entiie circulation of Germany in the 
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year was 363,700, upwards of forty colporteurs 
having been coganed in the work. Wiih regard 
to Austria, it was observed that a most promis- 

| ing sphere of labor was, some time ago, peremp- 
torily closed, and the Austrian Government Pro- 

| hibited the circulation of the Scriptures even 
|amoag their Protestant subjects. Various at- 
(tempts were afterwards made to re-enter that 
field, but in vain. The Committee had now to | congratulate the Society that the Austrian Go- 
| vernment had lately seen fit to reverse their 
| policy on this subject, 
| By a decree recently issued by the Imperial 
| authorithy at Vienna, the police regulations 
which prevented the introduction of the Scrip- 
tures into Austrian dominions had been abso- 
lutely rescinded, and the Rible might now freely 
enter those territores, wheace it was long so 

{ cruelly banished. A new and vast scene of la- 
bor thus presented itself, and no reasonable ex- 
pense should be spared in making use of the faci- 
lities which were likely to be offered for the cirs 
culation of the scripiures. In Denmark, 9,600 
copies of the New V'estament were issu ‘d on bes 
half of the Society during the past year. The 
issues from the various depots in Norway were 

| 16,500, and the circulation of the Scriptures was 
manifestly producing the most beneficial result. 
Tte issues in Sweden amounted to 89,600 copies 
Events of deep significance. political and ecclesias- 
tical, and they could not fail4o bave an imporiant 
influence on the dissemination of divine truth. 
After a long period of suspended labour, the Sy- 
nod of the Greek Church had resumed the print- 

| ng of the Scriptures in modern Russ for general 
circulation, The circulation of the year, through 
the medium agency at St. Petersburgh was 17,- 
200 copies of the Scriptures. Turning to Italy, 
the Report commenced with an allusi un to the 
retirement of Lieut. Garden from the office of 
principal agent of the Soci-ty, and 10 the selec- 
tion of a sucessor in the person of Mr. Thomas 
Bruce, who had resided for many years in Leg- 
horn, was well acquainted with the people, and 
was in other respects well qualified for the post 
which he had assumed. 'T'he Report proceeded 
to say that et Turin the usval modes of action 
had been maintained, and the circulation of the 
year amounted to 4,100 copies. Nice having 
now ceased to be an Itahan district and been ad- 
ded to the agency for France, 1,150 copies had 
been isued there, It was one of the boasts of the 
church of Rome that Protestantism had never 
taken deep root in Genoa. Stubborn facts had 
dispelled this assumption, and there were in 
Genoa groups of Protestants who might be cited 
in opposition to the statement. 7,600 copics of 
the Scriptures had been disposed of almost en- 
tirely by sale over a large extent of couniry,— 
The operations at Leghorn Lad issued a cirs 
culation of 3,500 copies within the year. The ise 
sues at Florence amounted to hunt 8000 copies, 
and the colporieurs ewiployed met with great en- 
couragement both in private dwe!lings and wn the 
public streets. “I he entrance of the sacred vol- 
ume into Naples, where it had so long been ex 
cluded, was an event of deep interest. ‘I'he avi- 
dity with which it was purchased proved the in. 
tense eagerness of the wultitude to possess it.— 
The circulation 10 Naples up to the close of last 
year amounted to 4,400 copics, and the demand 
for the Scriptures continued with great steadi- 
ness, Li wus added that the work of colportage 
had extended 10 Sicily, and that the Scripiures 
had been circulated to a cousiderable extent in 
in that thickly-peopled, but fearfully degraded 
island ; and (hat the result of the Society's 
operations in laly during the past year was a 
circulation of 30,000 copies of the Scriptures, 
mainly through the agency of thirty celporteurs, 
who had traversed neutly the whole country. 

While the Committee deemed it prudent to 
omit all reference to actual Bible circu ation in 
Spuin, they had, said the Report, the satisfacs 
tion to state that the entire Bible was ready for 
immediate circulation in that country As re- 
girded the Mediterranean, it was remarked that 
the Hev. J. Lowndes had retired from his post 
of labor, and returned to England after a useful 
period of service. The circulation of the year 
in Malta was nearly 14,000, The Bociety’s 
operations in Greece presented an improved as- 
pect as compared with former’ vears ; the issue 
of the year amounted te 23,000. In lurkey the 
year's issues amounted to 20,000, which has heen 
wide ly dispersed. Allenton was drawn to the 
significant fact that the 1ssues of Turkish Serip- 
tures were threefold as numerous as those of the 
previous year. It was therefore Lielieved thas 
divine truth was gradually though silently mak- 
ing its way among Mohummedans, many of whom 
anticipated that tie Gospel of Chust would 
eclipse their own faith, and thet Cuorist would 
ultimately prevail in its stead. Regret was exs 
pressed that the cawculation in India was sill 
comoaratively small, amoonting in the last y ear 
to only 108,000 copies The difficuities offered 
to the work were of no ordinary character, and 
among them were the poucy of the Government, 
the implacsble resentment tows pds Christianity 
which burns io the heatt of the proud Mohame 
medans, the utter inability of the great mass of 
the Indian populaiion to read, and the paucity of 
qualified labourers to go torih and scatter the 
truth, Notwithstanding these formidable ob~ 
stacles there was an increase last year of 16,000 
copies. In relerenc WUhina, Christian hope 
wai again kindled by the recent treaty, wich 
afforded great facthinies for intercourse with the 
interior, and ad: an would be 1aken of these 
facilities to seek ny He diffusion of the Scrips 
tures. A hope was expressed that the compact 
which had been entered into would not be saerie 
ficed by dangerous diplomacy nor endangered by 
agaresrion. "The Issues 10 the last year were 
at Shanghai, 28,000 copies ; at Canton, 6000 ; 
and at Hong Kong, 4,300. With rega:d 10 Aus 

| tralia, it was slated that, afier anxious inquiry, 
it was determined to send out an agent to take 
the genersl superintendence of the Socivty’s 
operations, and that the Rev. Joseph Pucker, 
Incumbent ot the Holy Trinity, Northwich, had 
been selected for that wnportant office, and was 
gone to Australia, The circulation of the Serip- 

| tures in the various Australian colonies during 
the past year was 21,600 copies; aad it was bhe- 
liwved that there were now very tew golonists, 
except the Homanisis, who were not provided 
with the sacred volume, After allusions to cons 
tinued Bible circulation among the Bowh Bea 
Islands, and to translations of the deriptures in 
the Caffie language, and in the languages of dif- 
ferent parts of Western Africa, it was stated thas 
in Bouth America the Rev, Mr. Corfield had, in 
the course of his travels across the Andes #nd 
down the shores of the Pacific, disposed of 2, 
600 copies, which were exclusive of those sold 
in Brazil. Wilh respect to the West ludies, it 
was stated that it was many years sinee there had


