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How Shall I Read the Bible!
The question is often asked, How shall T read |
the Bille so as to profit by it? [ answer. ‘

1. Secure, if possible, scclusion and gniet.
The fear of mterrupiion distracts the mind ; acd

!
|
!

tramsgressions: from ws.” It is indspenscable
that you believe these great truths, else the Bible
will ternify rather than sttract you.

20. It is also indispensable to the most profita-
ble and intetesting study of the Bible, that you
have a distinct ar.d firm determination to * seek
first the kingdom of Gud and his righteousness.”
Love to God aud his cause will certainly attract
you to the Bible. Love will impel you to perse-
vere in the study of it. Love will interpre: 10/
you the meaning of your Almighty Friend, and
will make you both a hearer and a doer of his
word.

How delightful the cool waters gurgle up from
the perennial fountains of earth. In our native
land, amid the gay rambles of childhood, how
many a pure spring =epds forth its limpid waters
in hill and valley, while the mind of the travei-
ler in other lands will intuitively turn to those
fountains that flow on perpetuvally over earth’s
lovely landscape. Especially when we sojourn
in a desert region or in a land ¢ where no watar
18,” will we be reminded of these living waters
—of their purity and preciovsness,

 Here are springs of crystal waters,
Ever welling vut of stone !”

These waters of earth are valuable, not only
because they refresh and saiiate the raging thirst

21, If you are persistent, patient snd affec-

tionate in your study, you will ere long disc.over‘j
that God so orders all the events and circum-|

of the traveller, but also because they cost no-
thing. What constitutes their inestimable worth
i3 the cheering fact that they are free. *““Water,
next to air, is 1the most indispensable of all the
productions of nature. We have, I fear, not vet

enter the eloset, shut the door, and earnestly pray |
for a revival, Let them leave worldly things |
when th®hotur for soeial meetiny comes. Let!
them resolve te be prompt in duty n the meet- |
ing, Let them converse seriously and earn-|
estly with every one whom they meet on the|
things of the kingdom, and the importance of |
giving the heart and life to God ; and, depend |
upon it, they will at once be in the widst of a|
glorious revival which will make glad multitudes |
ot hearts, It is a mistaken idea that we must
wait, in the time of a religious declension, for
some wonderful and almost miraculous demon-
stration to benefit us, and hift us up, and stir the |
world, before we can lead men to Christ. The
means are constantly in the hands of the church.
Let them be faitnfu'ly used and revival is the
sure result,—[Hera!d of Gospel Liberty.

NEW YEAR’'S COUNSELS. |
On the morning of New Year's Day, in ac-|

| without doubt this man would usge much dilli-

| pected so different fortunes.

tending in war twice.” But in death alas! there
is no offending once; there is no hope of par-
don. “Once dead, and always dead; he that
dies once 11l 1s damned forever. There is no re~
turning again to rise, to amend what s done
amiss ; as death leaves a man, so judgment finds
him ; and as judgment leaves him. so eternity
findeth him.

If a man were obliged to leap some great and
derperate leap upon condition that. if he per
formed it well, he should be made master of a
wealthy kingdom ; butifill he should be chain-
ed to an oar, and made a perpetual galler-slave;

gence in preparing himself for so hazardous an
undertaking, and would olten practise before an
action of great consequence, from which he ex-
How far more dif-
lerent are those which we expect from so great
a leap as is from life to death ; since the king~
doms of the earth, compared with that of heaven,

It is a sad truth that fashion pampered women
are almost worthless for all the good ends of hu-
man life. They bhave but little force of charac-
ter ; they have still less power of moral will,and
unite as li‘tle pﬂsical energy. They live for no
great purpose in life ; they accomplish no worthy
ends. They are only doll forms in the hands of
milliners and servants, to be dressed and fed to
order. They dress noboby ; they instruct no-
body; they bless nobody,§ and save nobody.
They write no books ; they set ne rich examples
of virtue and womaxaly life. If they rear child-
ren, servants and nurses do all save to conceive
and give them birth. And when reared, what
are they 7  What do they ever amount to, but
weaker scions of the old stock? Who ever
heard of a fashionable woman’s child exhibiting
any virtue and power of mind for which it be-
came eminent 7 Read the biographies of our
great and good men and women. Not one of
them had a fashionable mother. They nearly
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stances of life as to weke them explanatory ofjjearped duly to appreciate the blessings of good

so does a feeling of haste. the Bible

2. Never begin to read without first lifiing up |
to God an earnest request for his guidance, in-
stroction, and blessing.

3. Study wiat Jesus says of the Holy Spirit,
(Johm 16: 7, 13, 14, 13,) until not a shadow of
doubt c¢louds an habitual and affectionate re-
membrance of him as your infallible teacher.

4. Do net attempt to read too much. Home-
times you will be able to read a chapter, or
several chapters, with attention, faciluy, and
profit. At other times you will do better to
pause upon a single verse, Analyze the verse,
inquire, How many thoughts does this verse
comain? Try if you can recall other verses
which inculcate the same truth. Inquire if the
verse has any special application to yourself.”

Some are best pleased to read the Bible in|

course. There are advantages in doing this.

But those who love the Bible, and habitually re-|

sort to it for counsel and instruction, will oftén
desire to r=ad with reference to their daily wants.
Such will seek for passages, preceptive or his-
torical, bearing upon the experience of to-day.

§. It is profitable and very interes'ing to read
the Rible by subjects. The use of Cruden’s
Concordance, (which every lover of the Bible
shoald own,) will greatly facilitate this.

6. Reud with Jyorr penin hand, and uote in
your memorandum book the thousghts which in-
terest you.

7. Study the Bible with anwearied endeavors
to know 2ad love Jesus, as you would study the
letters of some friend whom you had never seea,
but whom you wished to know and love.

8. Study the Bible with the utnwost care to
know yourself; toknow the whale of your case ;
and especially to know wherein you fail to do
the will of God

9. Seek to learn from the Bitle, with minute
particulanty, your duty to God and man.

10. Seek fresh thought. * Give usé this day
our daily breud,” is the appropriate prayer for
oneé who desire to feed upon the Word of God.
Yesterday's pervceplions, impressions and emo-
tiows, will not suffice fur to-day. They must be
renewoad and increased by to-day’sswudy. From
each reading of the Bihle, get at least one fresh,
«listinct, impressive thought, and dwell upoa it.
Many of the Psalmns are prayers and praises.
Select some one of these petitions, or aseriptions
of praise; adopt i: as your own, and repeut it}
many times to God.

11. Avail yourself of humen affinitiec. There
are in the Bible passnges adapted to every con-
dition of the soul. There are passages warning
you of each state of m'nd and hear. which God
disapproves. There are confessions for the
penitent; utierances for wLe beliewing; resolu-
tions for the carnest ; assurances for the ready-
to-halt; hungerings and thicstings after right-
eousness ; pantings after God; praises, hanks-
givings, exuliations, glorious anticipations, and
shouts of victory. Thére are peelms, proverbs,
narratives, parables, memoirs, sermons. From
all these you way choose ; and should ¢o choose
as to secure your complete and absorbed atten-
tion.

12. Be not superstitions. Remember there is
no virtwe and no religious advantage io getting
through many chapiers or verses, or a given
aumber daily. The advantage w be derived
from readiag the Bible muet be sought in brmg-
ing God's wath home to the eonscience, judge
wment, and heart. In seeking thie, one may, with !
the greatest advantage, dwell upon a singie verse
for days and weeks together. .

13. Remeuber that the trathe of the Bible are
weapons designed for uee. ft is not reasouable
to expect God to reach you to their foree, unless

you hold yourself ready wnd desirous to put
them in vee. '.
14. Bustain gourself by the remembrance that

the knowledge of the Bible, like other know-
ledge, must increase from emall beginnings. |
Unwearied patience and perseverance are indis-
pensable. You must add thought to thought,
prayer to prayer. Bible wisdom echues the |
voice of God, * Ye shall seek me and fiad m»,
when ye shall -earch for ms with all your hearr.'

: ard so as 1n the bighest degree to
endear the Bible to you.

22. Seek to become skiliful in administering
from the Bible to the wants of others.

The starry firmament on high,

And all the glories of the sky,

Yet <hine not to thy praise, O Loxd,
So brightly as thy written word.

The hopes that holy word supplies,
Its truths divine, and precepts wise,
In each a heavenly beam | see,
Aud every beam conduects to Thee.

FAST ASLEEP.

BY REV, J. RYLE.

TreE Book of Jonah tells us that, when the
ship in which he was fleeing to Tarshish was al-
most lost in a tempest, Jonah was down below,
fast aSleep.

How strange that sounds!
howiing above. The waves were roaring be-
neath.  All around him were at their wits’ end
with fear. Death was close at hand.
was not ready to die,
presence of the Lord.
asleep.

Reader, are you sure you are not doing just
the same thing abeut your soul ?

The wind was

Jonah
He was flecing from the
Yet Jomah lay fast

There is a
sleep of the soul, as weil as a sleep of the body.

There are multitades buried in this soul-sleep. :

and hangiang over the brink of hell.
perhaps you are one.

Reader,

| water. Think o« mowent ; how could we possibly
do without it? Or how greatly we would be
straitened were it very scarce ; or how we should
{oiten be at o great loss to enjoy the luxury of a

cooling draught of water it we should beobliged |

to purcnase it with money. But living waters
‘ gush forth and flow through all the green fields,
and among the verdure-clud hills of earib.

We remember reading somewhere, of an arte-
sian well being bored in the desert, a land
strangely destitute of water. The country was
exceedingly parched and éry. The poor Arabs,
scjourrers in that country, felt very much inter-
ested in rhe success of the enterprise. After
boring down into the bosem of the earth one
hundred and seveniy-seven teet, the company
struck through the bard pan on a noble stream
jof living water. The water instantly rose in the
pipes, pouring out a thousand gallons a minute.
Ah! what a magnificent seene! Yes, some
| twenty hogsheads of water per minute, as after-
| computation shows! A pereonial fountain in
the desert. It s ssid when at the moment the
waters burst forth, the whole population of the
| village came rushing to the spot rejoicing with
great joy. ** The old Sheik of HSiude Rachee
could not repress his emotion ; he threw himsel!
upon his knees by the water, and wept for joy.”
O my dear friends, we have not [ fear learned by
much a8 yet, to be thankful enough for abund-
ance of pure, living, perennial waters !

But the waters of etcrnal !life, how infinitely
more precious and desirable to the thirsty pilgrim
traveller on his way to heaver, He pants for it,
{drinks largely, as is abundantly satisfied. These
|living waters are free, and all may partauke of
| them, without money and without price. Come,
then, to the living waters, come ! Drink deep
and with joy drew water from the wells of salva
| tion. These perennial waters can quench the
| raging thirst and refresh the weary spirit by the

{

I dare say you are wide awake about tempora] ‘ way, rendering all beawiiful and fraitful in their

things. You read the newspapers.

You have

your head stored with earthly wisdom and use- |

ful knowledge.  But very hkely you have no
hearifeit sense of sin, no peace or "ric-mldnip
with God, no experimemai acquaintance with
Christ, no meetness for heaven, no delight in

the Sabbath, the Bible, and prayer. And yet

you aré a sinner, a dying sinner, an immorta] | fountain.
sinoer, a sinner going to meet Christ, a sinnerf

going to be judgéd !
your consciénce as an honest man—what is al ’
this but being a:leep ? |

How long isthisto goon? When do you |
mean to awake, and live as if you had a 80;11 P
When will you erase to hear as one who hcnrs%
not *  When will you Bive up running afterl‘
shadows, and seek something substantial 2|
When * will you throw off the mockery of a reli- |
gion which own not satisfy, can not comfort, can

not sunctify, can not save, and will not bear a
calm examination P When will you give up
having = faith which does not influence your
practice—having a book which you say is God’s
word, hot treat as if it was not—having the name
of Christian, but knowing nothiog of Christ ?
Oh, reader, when, when shall it once be ?

Why not this very year? Why not this very
day? Why not at once awake, and ecall upon
your Ged, and resolve that you will sleep no
longer? 1 set before you an open door. 1 set
before you Jesus Christ the Saviour, who died'to

What--I would put it to |

| course,

| Christ is the fountain of living waters.

| all fulness dwells. To this fountain all are cec-
| dial’y invited. Who will stay away and perish
for want of the waters of eternal life? None
need stay away in fear thal the demand will di-
| minish the supply. There is enough and enough
| for evermore. The waters of salvation flow on
forever and forever. Here 18 an inexhaustible

Inhim

“ Ho! ye that pant for living streams,
Aud pine away and die;

Here you may quench your raging thirst
From springs that never dry ;"

| —[Central Christian Advoeate.

FEW REVIVALS. WHY NOT?
We well remember the observation of one of
the deacons of a church, some twenty yeazs since,

| at the church conference,

“ A month has passed away, and not a soul
converied among us. DBrethren, we must have
been unfaithful. It is the first month since the
organization of this church 1n which there have
been no conversions. There is reasen for alirm
lest we are gouing astray from God, and the Hea-
venly Spirit has taken its flight from us.”

The church was a working church. ‘The usual
order of things was reversed—Revival was the
\ru'e, snd declension was the exception, ' A re-
vival is the gracious gift of God but acondi
tional gift even as the fruit of the earth is God's
gift to the husbandwan who hasploughed sowed
and toiled for the blessing. Means are used
which result in revivals, aad which attend their
oresence. What are they ? Iarnest prayer,
strong cryings and tears, conversutions on Christ

make atonement for sinners—Jesus who is able |
to save to the uttermost—Jesus willing to re-i
eeive, ‘The hand that was nailed to the cross is
held out to you in mercy. The eye that wept
over Jerusalem is looking en you with pity, The
voice that has said to many wanderers, “ Thy
sins are forgiven,” is saying to you, * Come to
me.”  Go'to Jesus first and foremost, if you

and religion, trom house to house, Personal

tion.

We wonder why there has been a long and
general season of deerth. We need not wonder.
Go 10 the church and there are bul few earnest,
living prayers , the exhortations are duil and
prosy ; religious, after a sort, to he sure, because
we mustta' & about relizionin me:ting. 0,*the
lack—the fearful 1ack of Ife and power of godli-
ness, Theminister feels it. He preaches in 1he

would know what step to take.  Think not to
wait for repentance, and faith, and a new heart,
but go to him just as you are. Go to him in |
prayer, and ery, “ Lord, save me, or I perish.  §
would fain sleep no longer.” Oh! awake, thou
that sleepe«t, and Christ shall give the light,

Sun, moon and stars are al! witnessing against
you ;“they  continue according to God’s ordi-
nances, “and you are ever transgressing them,
The grass, the birds, the very worms of the
earth, are all witnessing against you ; they fill
their places in'ereation, and you do not.  Sabs
baths and ordinances are continually witaessing
against you ; they are ever proclaiming that there
is u God and a judgment, and you are living as
if there were none. The teirs and prayers of
godly relations are witnessing against you ;

midst of a group of icicles or dry bones, very,
very dry. His hesrt is chilled. People are
social ; they talk, talk, talk, but they do not talk
soul food. They talk houses and lands, dollars
and cents, Yonnets and dress: s, marriages and
(ivorces, movings and removings. It is world,
world, world, from morning tll night, and from
month to month, They hive taken away the
Lord, and where—where have they faid him.—
Jesus is effectually banished from his pluce in
tke social cirele, and from his owy seat which he
should hold in the bheurts of men.

We need not wonder why there are so few re-
vivals under sueh circumstances ; weans are not
used to produce them. 'The seed of the gospel
is not permisted to lio in the mind long enough
to germinate without being disturbed. ‘The pub-
lic beart can only give Clrist a part of Sunday,
und theé world, the flesh, and lust the rest of the
time. 0, what a muserable return o the mercy

L

and grace of the Lord Jesis Christ, who gave

cordance with & time-honored custom, the Sab- | 2T taash, rubbish ; and' the tugging an' o8t I
bath-school children and teachers of Montreal | the galleyg, compared with hell, a glory! “fhen
meet for New Year's addresses and counsels, |t 1eap is great and dangerous, he who is to

appeals to individuals to seck their soul’s salva- !

i if an wgmorant prasant who had never drawn
’.a bow, should be commanded to shoot a mark

Some denominations prefer to meet separately, l
but the schools of five denominations met un- |
tedly, as heretofore, in the American Presby-
terian church. =

Rev. Dr. Fraser, having appointed to ad-
drees the scholars, commenced by wishing them
a good new year. In oid times, he said, when a
king died, proclamation was wade, The King is
dead, God save the the King, and in Jike man-
ner we might say, The old year is dead, God
bless the new year. Some children had never
looked at thegtace of a dead per:on, but they
would not be afraid to look at a dead year,which
however, would rise again, and bear witness at
the day of judgmen; for or against every one
present. In beginntng the new ycar he would
earnestly counsel thewn to improve 1ts opportu-
nities, Life was made up of opportnnities,
wmany of which, if mssed, never returned.  Life
was not a stream flowing evenly, but rather like
a series of waves. In connection with this idea,
he had read an account of a shipwreck, wkich
was very instructive, A vessel had been thrown
upon a rocky coast, and the captain and his wife
found themselves on a ledge, scarcely raised
above the waves which dashed around them.
They were not far frows shore, but rugged roeks
and Loiling surges intervened. Ropes were
thrown to them by th: people on shore, but un-
less they took the opportuaity of a wave going |
in which would carry them over the rocks, they |
were sure to be dashed in pieces. The captain, |
of course, wished his wife saved first, and put
the rope securely round her, the people on sbnrc'
standicg ready to draw her out. He anxiously |
watched jhe waves till he saw a great one rush. |
ing in, and he called out to his wife—Jump !
But she hesitated. It was only a moment, bat
that moment was fatal. She jumped, but it was
to meet the returning was¢, and dashed her
againct the sharp rocks, and she was drawn out
a corpse He would again say to all, do not miss
your opportunity, and youth was the best oppor-
tanity for embracing religion. They would find
many studies difficuit, but religion was not diffi-
cult injthe young heart. It was like seed, easily
sown and soon growing up. The case wus very |
different with grown-up persons. To plant reli- |
gion in a heart which had long been shut against |
it, was like splitting rocks to get down the roots
of a tree. |

To illustrate the nature of faith, the speaker|
said :

A mother had a son concerning whom she
was very anxious, and for whom she prayed ear- |
nestly. ‘This son, who had been long carclcbs,i
came down one morning with a troubled coun- |
tenance, and on being asked what was the mat- |
ter,said he had had an extraordinary dream. He |
dreawed he was in the bottom of adeep pit, in|
which was some frigltiul beings, half demnns.l
half men, forging instruments of toiture, and |
looking maliciously from time totime at him ; he |
was much terrified, bat he felt something touch |
| his cheek, and perceived the end of a silk thread |
{ hanging down. On looking down he saw One |
! who heknew vas the Lord Jesus holding the |
| thread, and heard him say, “Take hold.t’ *“Not
| of that slender thread,”’objected the young mmx;l
{ but the Lord only repeated a second time, *TAKE |
#oLD.” * Oh Lord,” cried tha young m:m,i
“ wend down a rope ; that thread will never |
| draw me up.” “ TAKE HOLD!” cried the|
| waice the third time, and the young man obey-

ed, and was drawn safely out of the pit; and m'
the process he noticed that the thread grew big- |
gec and bigger, till it became a strong rope.
This thread was faith. The young man was con-
verted through the 1fluence of that dream,whieh
doubtless was sent by the Lord.—[ Witness,

' NO REPARATIONFOR AN EVIL DEATH.

far distant, upon condition if he hit it he should
be highly rewarded with many rich gifis; but if
he missed it, and that at the g,rst shot, he should
be burned alive, in what straits would this poor
mea find himself ? How perplexed that he should
be forczd upon a thing of that difficulty wherein
he had o skill, and that the failing should cost
him so dear as his life ; but especially that it was
to be only once essayed without the possibility
of repairing the first fault by a second trial’
This 1s our case, 1 know not how we are so
pleasant. We have never died ; we have no ex-
pertence or skill in a thing of so great a difficul-
ty! we are onby onee to die, and in that all is ot
stake ; either etermty of worments in hell, or of
happiness in Leaven, How live then so carcless
of daying well, since tor it we were born, and are
but once to try it? ‘I'his aetion is the most im-
portant of cur life. Upon it depends eternity ;
aud, if missed, withont repair or amendment.—
‘These human actions which may be repeated,
it one miss, the other. may bit; and that which
18 lost in one way may be regamed in another, —
Ia rich merchaut hus this year aship sunk in the
occan another may ar v . jaden with such riches

good. The lust of the flesh, 'he lust of the eve.

' Love uot the world, nor the things that are

! ()‘G(Hi .

| tent ?

leap it uses to fetch his career tackward that he
may leap further, and with greater force ;
we, therefore, knowing the danger of the leap
trom life to death, that we may perform it bet-
ter, ought to fetch our career far back, even
from the beginning of our short life, and from
which® we shall know that at the end of it we
have a great debt to pay, and that we are to
discharge both usz and principal, when we think
of it.

It was the saying of Iphichrates, ¢ That it is a
shame for an emperor at any time to say with the
tool, ¢ non} putaram ; I did not think it;’ bat it is
a greater shame for a Christian man to say,
“non putaram ;' 1did not] think there had been
such difference between a godly and a wicked
life ; I did not think eternity was to follow afier
this life; I did not think I should have died so
suddenly.-—Jermey Taylor.

DEEPER CONSECRATION.
THERE IS SUCH A STATE.

We are not about to advocate any partieulur
theory. But there 1s no doubt respecting the
duty and pritefe of having more full, decided,
earnest piety than most professed Christians
pnssess at the present cay. The Saviour set us
a perfect example in this respect. He had a
single eye to the glory of the Father, constantly
intent on doing his will, The apostles gave them-
selves wholiy, earnestly, fervently to the work,
And from their day to the present, there have
not been wanting those in every age who have
shone as lights m the world, and the savor of
their godly example has been mnost salutary,— |
Now God has not two or more standards. The
duty and privilege of all are the same. All know
that theire is no good reason why we should not
each enjoy the rich blessing of loving the Lord
our God with all our hearts, and serving him
with all our strength.

MANY HINDERANCES.

Tive, there is much in this sinful world to

keep us back from this state. Every age and

condition has its peculiar besetments. There
bas been much within the last few years to draw

off the minds of Christians from their higher

the pride of lif, the excitemeats of business
polities, tend 10 absorb the mind, and keep it
back from God. But above all there comes to
the inmost soul the still small voice saying :—

in the world. If any man love the world. ihe |
love of the Father is not in him.” Again; * My
grace is sufficient for thee.”” This grace we
need, and may have ; and the mure our worldly
cares and responsibilities press upon us, the
more should we seek it, and the more will God
delight to bestow 11,

MINISTERS NEED 171,

Without disparaging any other attainments, it
is clear that this is the most essential of all. We
want sermons that are sound in doetrine, rich
in instruction, delivered naturally, adapted to
the cigcumstances of the people. Yet most of
all, we want the outflowing of awarm, full heart,
glowing with love to God and to souls, the bap-
tism of the Spirit, a deep experience of the thiags

Nothing else so readily gains access 1o
the mind and the heart, Withoat thia spiritual |
anointing the work of the gospel minister has in |
it much that is hard to endure, and forbidding
in every aspect. But with it we feel that the
yoke of Christ is easy and bis burden is light—
it is our weat and our, drink to do the will nf;

God.

+HE ,CHURCHES NEED IT. ll
Tie question 18 often asked, why is there no |
more revival ?  The fault is not in God, or in|
his glorious Gospel. How can a cold, dull, for- |
mal chureh expect a revival among the impeni-)
Themselves most need the revival, Whe l

ever knew a church to be revived in its own
membership, with a deep work of grace in the‘i
hearts of Christians, without an outpouring of
the Spirit on sinners? No one. If then we|
wou'd see our children ar.d neighbors converted, |
and the cause of God strengthened around us, |

|
we must arise and begin to work in the strength !
of Christ. ’

'

THE WAY,

‘This is plain and si uple  There is no secret
or patent device about it. It is the same goud |
old way. It is to be sought asy we fir<t sought
God-—by repentance, faith, prayer, reading his
Word, avendance upon the means of grace, de- |
nying ourselves, forsaking all sin, making an |
entire consezration o his service, and bearing
our daily cross. Reader, 1t is high tims to bes
gin.—[ Morning Star.

| destroyed a poor mans credit.

all eprung from strong minded women, who had

as little to do with fashion as with the changing
clouds.

YOUNG MEN.

I love to look upon a young man: There isa
hidden potency concealed within his breast
which charms and pains me. I silently ask:
What will that youth accomplish in after life ?
Will he take rank with the benefsetors or scour-
ges of hisrace ? Will he exhibit the patriotic
virtues of Hampden and Washingten, or the sel-
fish craftiness of Benedict Arnold ? If we have
genius will he consecrate it, like Milton and
Montgomery, to humanity and religion ; or like
Moore and Byion, to the polluted altars of pas-
sion ? 1f he have mercantile skill, will he em-
ploy it like Astor, to gratify his lust o! wealth,
or to elevate and bless humanity, like some of
our merch nt princess ? If the gift of eloqueuce
be hidden in his undeveloped soul, will he use it
likejSummerfield, 1n favour of religion. or like
Patrick Henry or Adams, in battling for human
rights ; or will he, for mammon’s sake, prosti-
tute that gift to the use of tyranny and infide-
lity 7 Will that immortal soul, which beams
with intelligence and power in his countenance,
ay itselt with its Creator, and thus rise to the
sublime height of destiny ; or will it wage war
with ¢ruth and duty. and thus sink to degrada-
tion and death ? As | raise these great queries,
I at once do reverence to the high protentiality

of his nature¢, and tremble for the fate.—Daniel
Wise.

-—— ——

PAID FOR.

Years ago a certain school teacher, not far from
Boston, wore a hat a longer time than some do.
All of a'sudden, he had a new one. The boys
were 8o pleased thev wrote with chalk all round
the school room, “Master H. has got a new hat.”
When he returned froin dinner he noticed it, buy
said not a word of rebuke; but, after deliberas

‘tion, he took a piece of chalk, and wrote under

each, ¢ Paid for”—* Paid for.” 1 call that a
wholesome lesson on “ higher law” principles,
and would be glad to see northren people all
wear no hatter’s hats, tailor’s clothes, or eat
butcher's meat, or drink the grocer's tea, tiil
puid for,”’

I could wish those ministers who asre so ex-
ceedingly * bold and independent” when preach-
ing to their own congregations on the sins of
distant sinners, wovld be as plain spoken about
the enormous abuse of credit nearer homme. Why
is it not as bad to cheat a white man of his labor
as it i# a voloured man? Aund | hold it to be
sinful to ask a minister to preach fop us more
than half a day unless we can wiore than” half
teed him. Stewards, don’t compel him to get
things on trust. Advance him his quarterage
always, so he can buy five to ten per bent. cheap-
er everywhere. Remember our laws now have

It's a fact.—
Zion’s Herald.

THE WIFE.

It is astonishing to see how well a man may
live on a small income, who has a handy and 1n-
dustrions wife, Some men live and make a far
better appearance on six or eight dollars a veek,
than others do on fifteen or eighteen dollars.—
The wan does his part well, but his wife is good
for nothing. She will even upbraid her husbend
for not living in as good a style as her neighbor,
while the fault is entirely her own. His neigh-
bor has a neat capable und industrious wife, snd
that wmakes the difference, His wife on the other
hand, is a whulpeol, into which a great many
silver cups might be thrown, and the appearance
ot the water would remain unchanged, No
Nicholas the diver, is there to restore the wast-
ed treasure. It s only an insult for such a wo-
man to talk to her husband about her lcve and
devotion.

PERSONAL EFFORT.

A young student present remarked that several
years ago a companion on entexing the ministry
under very lavorable eirgumstances, bhaving a
large and flourishing society pecuniarily, became

| wery unhappy as from Sabbath to Sabbath he

Jooked ov:r his congregation and considerad
hew few were members of the chureh. At
length his snxiety became so iniense, he re-
marked to his wife that on the fellowing Surday

| he should make such an effort as he had never
| before made, little realizing shat Paul may plang

an Apollos water, but God alone can give the
increase. The result of t'is great physical effors
was the rupture of a bloodvessel, whieh confined
him to his house for nearly six months. During
this time his former companions from the Theo-
logical Seminary supplied the pulpit, and, as
may be imagined, be was very miserable in bis
seeming idleness. But God had a greater work
for him to sceomplish in his sick-chamber and
daily walks than he could have supposed- Natu-
rally, but silently, as hus friends eailed upon him,
he alluded to the merey and love of God in spar.
ing his life, intimating that he hoped to be spared




