
————————————
 

:t. saith the Lord of hosts” If the Spirit 

ain b these little words, 
in love, may be blessed 

M Cheyne. 

m 
is breathed on the 
“ Follow Jesus,” spoken 
tothe saving of a whole 

The terms of this Paper are— 

| Copy One YEE. ...cocacacnmornsrstess $1.50 

To Clubs. 

Copies Office, ONE FORT... ...ccocovvvr
es 00 

do. " ne ig he SOB $00 

do. do. BE ike ediananere 18.00 

do. do. BE i iiasesnikbrennes 22.00 

do. do. i RRR SRL IY 25.00 

$@ PAYNEST ALWAYS REQUIRED
 x ADVANCE. #1 

Take Notice. 
WHOM 10 PAY Moxst to.—OuE

piace of business in St. John 
| 

c is in the Drug Store of Mr. M. Laon, 26 Charlotte Street. 

Persous withing to 24 money for 
the Intelligencer wil 

call there: or, if more convenient, t
hey may call » 

the Bookstore Messrs. Baxwes & Co., Prince W
illiam 

Street. Mr. McLeod and Messrs. Burnes & 
Co. are the 

only - in St. John authorised by us to receive pay- 

ment for this paper. 
Money sent by letter msy be add

ressed to us, eitbe: 

st Bt. John or - 

aaron 1n this paper, to be add
ressed to us ut Fredericton. 

Gexzrat Acer. —HRev. , A.B is suthorised to 

ET AAS CE obn er e " 

~ will confer a favor by remitting mo
ney Gosagh 

EXCHANGE PAPERS. Publis
hers who ob- 

lige us by exchanging, would
 comfer a favour ov 

us by addressing “¢ Religious
 Intelligencer, Fre- 

dericton,” instead of *¢ St. Jo
bkn.” 

a mre 

——————
————— 

Religions Futelligencer. 

SAINT JOHN, N. B, MARCH 
7, 1862. 

STEPS IN BAOKSLIDING. 

ABSTRACY OF A SERMON 

Preached in the Free Baptist Meeting House, Fre
d. | peter, And no wonder that when his Master was 

rr a. morning, March 2d, 1862, by | oon rehended and led away to trial that Peter forsook 

EY. N. cLeov. 
| ps i ; : 

Pans Mabihow x8vi, 0015. | him and fled. Where there is not much watching 

Gradual development is a law of nature. It is 

generally the method of divine governm
ent. Nothing 

is perfect at once. The day does not rush into light 

at once, there is the early dawn, the grey morning
, | 

and the sun rising Summer does not immediately 

succeed winter—spring with its frosts and its sun 

shine intervenes. The oak is not perfect at once : i! 

exists in the acorn, then in the sci
on . and long years, 

with the breasting of many a wind and 
storm, are re- 

quired to maks it the sturdy and defi
ant tree. So 

also with man. He is the tender babe at first, then 

the sprightly boy, and 

discipline, and practice are required to give him » 

strong, vigorous and properly trained
 mind. As in 

nature so also in grace. The new born christian is 

brother, “ Stand thou there fo
r I am more holy than 

| ence is deeper, our knowledge great
er, our communion 

! 
| 
: 
| 
: 

| prayer, and watchfulness in 

| require. They are strong, or whole, or more spirit
ual | 

| than others, and can afford to take their rest—1o 

| sleep, while others pray. 

| frequently visited, the counsels of the W
ord are less 

"more loosely performed. This was The case with 

| but it is at a distance. 

| fession, and their attendance on the public ordin- 

afterwards the full grown | ances of religion and means of grace a
re less frequent 

man Thus it is slso with his mind. Much study, | than before. 

THE 

them—the faith is not earnestly co
ntended for, and 

all but themselves have becom
e formal and dead. 

Or, it may be, that defects do e
xist; and much igno- 

rance and irregular walking may
 dishonor the profes- 

sion of some. With the proud arrogant spirit of t
he 

ancient Jew, the self-righteous believer, instea
d of 

seeking to save the erring, says
 to his less perfect 

thou.” (3) Presumption may also manifest
 itself in 

self-conceit. Presuming that we have made great
er 

attainments in religion than others, 
that our experi- 

with God closer, we can scarcely 
fellowship the trem- 

bling, struggling, doubting brot
her with but little 

fluency and no emotion. In most cases of backslid- 

ing, it commences in presumption in some form or 

another—in self-confidence, self-right
eousness, or self- 

conceit. Peter's was the former. The others are 

pot uncominon. 

9. The second step in Peter's fall was indolence. 

They were in the garden. The hour and power of 

darkness were come. His Master told him to watch 

and pray. Instead of these he slept. This is not 

to be wondered at. Peter thought he was safe. His 

self-confidence made him blind to d
anger, and instead 

of watching and praying as Jesus t
old him, be yield- 

ed to sloth and took his rest. This is the common 

result in all presumptuous persons. 
They seg every 

body’s danger but their own. They discover no 

especial need of so much private self-examinati
on, 

themselves, as others 

The closet becomes less 

sought unto, the thoughts and conversat
ion are less | 

| guarded, self-denial is less practised, and all 
the small 

and private duties of religion become fewer
, and are 

and prayer there will be very little suffering with 

Christ. * In the time of temptation they fall away
.” 

This is usually the second step in all back
sliding. 

3. The third step recorded of Peter is cowardly | 

compromising. Having fursook his Master he then | 

followed him afar off. Backshiders do not usually | 

go at once away from Christ. Even after they have | 

lost fellowship and communion with him, they fol- 

low for awhile in duties, ordinances and p
rivileges ; | 

They compromise their pro- 

Small excuses will keep them from the
 

prayer meeting. The preaching of the Word affords 

them but little edification. Expediency dictates their 

religious practice. Less devotion to the cause of 

not & full grown christian. He may be perfect and | Christ, and less sacrifice for tLe promotion o
f religion | 

complete in character, but not in meusur
e., Paul did 

not know as much, nor was he as g
reat an Apostle o. 

Jesus Christ when be begsn to preach a
t Damascus, 

as he was after long years of experience,
 and labours, 

and suffering in the cause of his Master. So 

with all christians, 

ing to the constitution of the human mind), tha 

what is true in nature and in grace is also true in the 

of vice and guilt in the impenitent and g
od 

less. There is gradual development in sin as we
ll a 

in natare or in grace. The child is a sinner—" bh 

goeth astray from the womb speaking lies”
 —but br 

is not so great a sinner, nor 80 hardened a
 sinner a 

he will be after living years in the practice of sin. 

Many men have perpetrated crimes in the l
atter year 

of their lives, from which they would h
ave starie 

back with horror and dismay in the early stages ¢ 

their career. We have all heard of the artist who i 

secking a model from which he could pu
t on canva 

the picture of innocence, selected a beau
tiful, happy 

and innocent child. Years afterwards, when desirou 

of shewing in contrast with this, the picture of
 guilt, 

he entered a prison in a foreign land, and from a
mon 

the outlaws confined within its cells, he selected on 

whose countenance bore every mark of d
epravity an 

desperation, and who was under sente
nce of deat 

fox ti orime of murder. But what was hi 
Ta al this criminal, whose fce 

PR = 
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wen do not go great lengths 

single bound. It is by little and little. 

steps or degrees in departing from God which wa 

of Peter's fall, the consummation of which constitu
te 

our text, we design lo trace some of the commo 

stages of departure from God, and may the Hol, 

Spirit make the improvement s warning and benef 

to us all. 
1. The first step in Peter's (all was preswinption 

It manifests itself in self-confidence. The betrays 

was st hand. Jesus said to bis disciples,—" All y' 

shall be offerided because of me this night.” Pete 

confidently replies,—* Though all men shall © 

offended because of Thee, yet will I never be offend 

ed” * Jesus said unto him, verily I say unto thee, 

that this night before the cock crow, thou shalt den’ 

me thrice. Peter him, though | should di 

witha Thee, yet will I not deny Thee.” He knew bu: 

little of himself, and his self-confidence proved th’ 

| become apparent. 

algb is evidently a great “ falling away.” 

| Peter's fall, and the same may be noticed in th
e his- 

Now it is singularly true (snd we think it is ow | tory of every backslider. 

happiness is depending upon it; and there can rarel
y 

They still claim their places in | 

the Church, but their zeal has become cold. They | 

have less fellowship for the brethren, love their 
com- 

pany less, and to the close and careful observer t
here 

This marked | 

4. The fourth step in Peter's fall was the company 

in which he was found. Man is a social being —he 

is 80 constituted that be requires association. lis 

if ever, be a heart found that does not want some 

kindred heart with which to sympathize and con- 

verse. Men and women will find associates, even if 

| not as agreeable as they would desire. So it was | 

with Peter. He had forsaken the Lord and fled with 

the other disciples. No wonder be was next —ei 

among the enemies of bis Master. When christians | 

lose their fellowship for their brethren, and their 

communion with Christ, their hearts begin to turn 

feel in your hearts that he loves you freely. May 
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the fellowship of Christ and the sai
nts, they go on 

step after step in sin, until at last becoming the 

companions of sinners and blasphem
ers, they deny 

that they ever knew Christ, ignore their
 former faith ; 

and to confirm their denial beyond d
oubt or dispute, 

they * sin with a cart rope,” and restrai
n themselves 

from no iniquity. Such is the full length to which a 

gradual departure from God will lead. Its complete 

consummation is only a question of time. The first 

step from God is the first step toward this fe
arful end. 

It may not in all cases be arrived at-—in thousands 

of cases, as in Peter's, it bas been sadly re
alized. 

Two lessons of especial importance are t
aught in 

the history of Peter's fall, and what foll
owed. 

1. The danger of the first departure fro
m a hum- 

ble dependance on Christ, and a charitable
 forbear- 

ance toward weaker brethren. Would we avoid 

backsliding? Commit then the keeping of our souls 

unto Jesus, as unto a faithful Creator. Lean upon 

him, and take heed least we fall. Watch and pray 

least we enter into temptation. It is the most pre- 

sumptuous folly to think we will go so far, a
nd then 

stop ! Once out of the way—with restraints looser.
 

ed—with grace weakened—with impure inclina
tions 

strengthened, we know not where we will g
o, and 

we shall * eat of the fruit of our own wages.” Aveid 

then the first approdh to sin, and examine the heart. 

9, Have my already gone astray. Have they 

taken the first, second, or more steps in the down- 

ward course. ** Peter went o.t and wept bitterly.” 

He left hw company --he ceased his sweari
ng, and 

doubtless confessed to God his denial of the Lo
rd. 

He found mercy, and afterwards fought many a
 hard 

battle for the Master he denied. Would you return 

to Christ? Humble yourselves before God by fasting 

and prayer. Let close and diligent watchfulness be 

added thereto. Confess your sins to the Saviour, and 

forsake them without reserve. And, in conclusion, 

let nothing short of full restoration satis(ly your 

mirds. Know for yourselves that the blood of Christ 

has washed out your sins, and that his grace has 

healed your backslidings. Rest not until you again 

the Holy Spirit bless the word. 

THE REVIVAL AT OAMPOBELLO. 
Broruer McLron,—I wish to state to your numer- 

ous readers how religious interests are here in Cam- 

pobello at present, and I do so because the subject 

has been named heretofore in your valuable paper. 

The Lord has blessed us this winter with a good re- 

vival of religion. The church has been very much 

quickened, and is at present standing strong in the 

Lord and in the power of his might. Quite a number 

of backsliders have béen reclaimed, and are now 

travelling with alacrity in their heavenly journey. 

I have had the blessed privilege of baptizing fifteen 

against strong prepossessions, I had attained them— 

at this moment, is with American authorities on 
this 

happy converts, and receiving eight others to our 

union and fellowship, making twenty-three in all, that 

have been added to the church since the commence- 

ment of the revival. 
that I hope will be baptized soon. The interest at 
present is not so great as it was a few weeks ago, but 

there are a good many that are still awakened, and 

whom we hope to see born into Christ's Kingdom 

soon. To God be all the glory. That the spirit of 

grace is among the, people you will perceive by the 

following Card which you will please publish. 
A. TavLor. 

A Cano. thanks are due to our brethren and 

friends of W s Beach, Campobello, for a rise 

visit made to us on the evening of Feb. 15th, by a 

few friends, who were a committee and almoners of 

our friends, on the present occasion. They left with 

us in substantial goods, for our family’s use about 

$23 in various articles, and presented us with a purse 

of between 18 and 14 dollars, making in all a donation 

of about $86. May God abundantly reward the 

donors for this expression of their kindness, esteem 

and sympathy in these hard times. 
A. Tavior. 
A. T. Tavion 

Campobello, Feb. 20, 156%. 
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COMPLAINT AND APPROVAL. 

An esteemed brother in the neighborhood of Wood- 

stock sends us the following letter, We much regret 

| to other company, and other and different associ
ations | the irregularity with which he pT << ( 

| class will be sought after, 

will be formed. When private conversation and | 

intercourse with God's people are abandoned, conver | 
' 

gencer. We are quite certain it is not the fault of 

sation and intercourse with the irreligious of some jo Publishers, but we have called t
heir Siantion to 

the complaint. Itis no little gratification to us to 

Aod when the prayer learn the estimation in which the latelligencer is 

and conference meetings, and other public means of held by our brother and his family. This ia the best 

| are required, and even sometimes the place where | us no little thou ht and labour: and the hishest : 

| the model from which he coul | religion is openly ignored, and Jesus in his Word $ ; and the highest re- | ation and courage 0A 

once that same laugh | and members is as wuch insulted and abused as he 

was in his boly and blessed person in Pilot's judgment 

| grace have lost their attractions and charms, it is no uatantee for the support of th Ww 

| wonder if social parties of pleasure and godless mirth 
. po lh rot » 
assure our subscribers that its weekly contents cost 

muneration that we seek is the benefit of our readers 

and the approval of God. It is encouraging to re- 

| ceive occasionally a line shewing our efforts are 

ball. Peter sat down with the servants—strange | appreciated by candid christian wen. The Writer 

| conduct for the bold, impetuous champion, that only 

contrast indeed for him that only a few hours 

with the other disciples and Jesus, had sur- 

the table of the Lord, and received from 

the first memorials of bis dying love, 

0 on that solewn and ever 10 be remewb- 

adlon, peceived from the Saviour's own lips 

Jow—human and divine—** Love 

Fou that terrible night 

ing, snd this was another 

ES 
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deny bis Master. Had he 
not have been sitting with 
boldness of bis nature would not have degenerated 

into cowardice at the challege of a woman. But men 

will be like their fellows 1f a man is found in » bar 

a little before declared he would die for his Master! 
BAYS: 

Rev. BE. McLeov, Dear Sir :~—For some months 

| past I have only received about three numbers of the 
| Intelligencer & month. Please enquire if it leaves 
| your office. When I leave the Post Office on Satur- 
day evening without the Intelligencer, 1 feel that 

through the neglect of some person | am ved of 

a rich treat; for allow me to say timt of late, wore 

than ever, myself and family reckon on profit and 

pleasure from its weekly vislts, snd when it fails to 
come on & Saturday evening, we are much disap 
pointed. we 

THE REV. MR. NARRAWAY'S LEOTURES, 

We insert with much pleasure the following ecom- 

munication from the Rev. Mr, Narraway in reply to 

the criticisms of our City Correspondent on his 

Lectures on the American War. In a brief editorial 

in the same paper in which * Haven's" 

first critique appeared, we expressed our dissent 

| from the view presented in his articles. We, how- 

complain that injustice is done them in 

ter of the Rev. i] is valuable for the in« 

| read with 

There are still some five or six | 

the nom de plume of the Rev, 
can citizen, a native of one of the Northern States, 

and the Pastor of Zion Church in this city—an ami-
 

able gentleman for whom 1 entertain sentiments of
 

sincereregard. The fuct of ** Baven's" beingan Ameri 

can citizen neither weakens nor s his 

arguments ; but it accounts for the very remarkable 

light in which he surveys the whole question, an
d 

for the ex cathedra tone in which he pronounces on 

some most dificult points. This fact, however, has 

not induced him “to overs the courtesies of 

debate,” nor has it prevented him, in somé cases, 

from * mistaking my meaning.” With every dis- 

position to procate personal courtesy I cannot 

think that any of my intelligent, impartial audit
ors 

at the Institute will say that my Rev. friend has done 

ustice to my reasoning in his report; far less that 

¢ has answered my arguments, if to answer be to 

confute. 'Tis true he has, in substance stated many 

things advanced by me, yet some of the most impor- 

tant of these are 80 transposed, commingled and dis- 

torted, that none of your readers, not among™my 

hearers, can gather from ** Haven's” review any just 

conception either of the force of ny argument or the 

relevancy of my illustrations. Tam not about to re. 

ply to his arguments directed against tions of 

mine fairly stated ; because to do so eff ely would 

require more time from me, and more space from 

you; than either would willingly spare. And, indeed, 

%t is to me a matter of the most perfect indifference 

what my fellow colonists may think respecting the 

origin and merits of the American civil war. 1 have 

reached very strongly formed opinions myself respect- 

ing those matters, which, when occasion offered, 1 

resented to my audiences, together with the whole 

ogical process through which, somewhat reluctantly, 

my countrymen must satisfy themselves. 1 will 

merely observe of * Haven's” statements relative to 

the recognition and protection afforded, and in- 

tended from its inception to be afforded, by the 

Rederal Constitution to Slavery, loaded as my table, 

subject, and knowing, as 1 do, the freely expressed 

sentiments thereon of the most prominent men of 

nearly all political parties in the United States—1 

will mercly observe, I admire my friend's courage and
 

power in assertion ; but cannot compliment him o
n 

the accuracy of his information, at least, on this head, 

nor upon the keenness of his analytical razor, nor 

upon his dexterity in logical hair splitting. 

[ turn, however, from * Haven's" arguments to 

his misapprehension of my meaning. In his second 

critique upon my lecture hesays. * The lecturer gave 

it as his opinion that if Ireland should sustain a 

general insurrection for thirteen months, England 

would recognize her independence.” I gave no such 

opinion. 1 made no vo supposition. The gentle- 

man is wholly mistaken. The opinion Is ted 

was relative to the probable action of the nited 

States if Ireland were in full national revolt. 1 thus 

put it in substance:—* There were some questions 

which 1 should like to have seen discussed iu the 

American press eighteen months ago. First, suppose 

Ireland, throughout sll her provinces, were in full 

national revolt, with a regularly administered gov- 

ernment, for thirteen months, would the American 

government, in such a case, recognize Ireland's righ
t 

to a place in the family circle of independent nations ? 

Second, if the United States had four millions of 

people dependant for existence upon the Cotton 

manufacture, and they were relying upon Ireland for 

five sixths of their raw material—if, at the same time, 

the ports of Ireland were closed to regular commerce 

by a blockade, for months, notoriously inefficient, 

| according to the requirements of international law, 

yet sufficiently vexatious to interrupt the needful 

and sufficient transit of so bulky an article as cotton,
 

aod if the United States had a pavy six times as 

powerful as that of Great Britain, would the United 

States raise that blockade ¥' 1 expressed a wish for 

an opinion upon these points from Herace Greely, 

W. Hi. Seward, General Cass and Francis M s 

Again, * Haven” in two paragraphs, numbered 

five and seven respectively, in the second half of bis 

second critique, represents me a8 putting forth con- 

tradictory views relative to the fate of slavery as im
- 

mediately connected with the issues of the war, In 

one paragraph I sm made to say. * If the Rebel 

States are brought back into the Union, slavery 

would be made & matter of compromise as before”
 — 

in the other, that if the Rebels are subdued their 

slaves will be freed, and the Rebels will emigrate. 

The positions | took on these points were the follow 

ing :—Firstly, if the Federal arms should be speedily 

and decisively successful, and the Cotton Slates, 

yielding to despondency, should submit to the Federal 

Government almost en masse, the seceded States 

would at once resume all their former rights under 

the Constitution, the right of rotons to their slav
e 

property among the rest. ‘hen, in order to con- 

vince the slave states that they would fare better in 

the Union than out of it, further guarantees would 

be given to slavery, such as the adoption of the Cr
it- 

tenden compromise line, south of which slavery might
 

expand at will. And thus the restoration of the 

Union would be but another phrase for slavery con- 

solidation, perhaps extension also. Secondly, I ob- 

served if A Southern States fight with the desper- 

might expect from their race 

under their circumstances, yet unavailingly fight, 

and the tide of Federal conquest, preceded or accom. 

panied by the hogrors of a slave insurrection, should 

roll over every State, Country and Tewn in which 

the seceder might make a stand, then, with emanci- 

pation thus obtained, and a ruthless and vindictiv
e 

confiscation following in the train, the cotton cult
ure 

perishes from those stalgs lo reappear by with 

Coolie cultivation in India, Australia and the ritish 

West lodies—a result immediately injurious to 

Britain, but ultimately of amazing wiry In 

this case, too, | deemed it not improbable t the 

most intelligent of the Southern whites, intensely 

isting the rule forced upon them by brute strengt
h, 

cherishing an unappecsable wrath against their Nor- 

thern conquerors, w repair to the temperate and 

Southern British onies which they would aid to 

enrich by their energy and skill. 
There is another paragraph, refe to the 

bility of our future annexation to the United States. 

in which my reviewer, by gaping from wy tirst Jec- 

ture, would seem, despite the imer of a succeed- 

ing paragraph, to represent ime as favouring such 
an- 

nexation in the conti of Jonathan's divorce 

from his black wife. Assuredly nothing can be fur- 

ther from my hops gue wishes than such annexation 

at war a8 much with the dictates of my judgment
 as 

with the sentiments of my heart. A very few words 

will explain the true bearing of the quotation from 

my first lecture. In that first lecture, | shewed that 

in the Federal compact a distinct and well-understood 

Sushi was Sy RAE the North and South 

UE “ wo - IEA 

. 
= Ig pet 

’ 

performed this magnificent deed in the interest of 

manity, the civilized world would haves pa at its 

feet its tribute of 
act of 
the of Britain 
lands forever, yet, if Jonathan wooingly a 

us, surrounded with the halo ond oqines £6 uch & 

noble and unparalleled renown, we might find it dif- 

ficult to her 
ther 
never to return. And now, if 

with garments rolled in blood—his brother's blood— 

od stretch forth to us his gofy hand, just free from 
ts 
hunted 
its acceptance becomes quite another matter, 

of their quarre; may 
belligerents in the end, as well as advantageous tothe 
cause 

very utmost—to 

all lawful means toward the fertile soli of 

own land—to unite more closely with our sister 

colonies to nhance the common weal—to 
sentiment and principle of loyalty to the British 

Crown, now more than ever dear to us, and which is 

all other topics, dear 
read your columns—nor less so in the belief 

more loyal le live than the Free Baptists 
Brunswick, a 
weekly through the pages 
is no danger t 
telligence or its fervour by the eriticism of the re. 

viewer or the speculations or opinions of the lee. 

turer. 

state | Lootives of these journals are too 

| ously by 
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Mr. Daniel, an Ameri- | amend the Constitution slavery, accompa. 

nied by a well-congidered plan PrStelEI.- 

tion, embodying the principle of compensation to 

slaveholder. Secondly, if this proposal and plan were 

eg - decidedly rejected by the _—— then 

separation take place bet incom- 

ble sections. I said, “ If the Northern people could 

risen to the level of this grand opportunity ng 

profound esteem for 
blie virtue. And, 
cross 

a sublime 
I could wish that 
wave over 

addresses ; and the dear old mo- 

" &e. This great nity was lost 
onathan come to us 

of the fire and sword wherewith he has 

is black wife from her constitutional domicile, 

Whatever may be the final issue of their present 

struggle, it is both our duty and our interest to live 

on the most friendly terms with our 
bours—to cultivate s trade with them that will be 

neficial to them and to us—to carry on an interchange 

¥ Bor which shall be gratifying and honour- 

e to 
We may well sympathize with the suffering of both 

North and y ot 

Republican . 

b parties. 

South, and pray that the final settlement 
be on terms beneficial to both 

t 
of freedom and civilization throughout the 

world. 
Meanwhile, it is our duty as Colonial Britons, to 

unite patriotically to develope the magnificent resour- 

ces of our own country —to the wiolence of 

rties—to cultivate kindly feelings with all our fel. . 

w subjects—to our present ty to the 

irect the stream em by 
our 

cherish the 

the symbol and bond of the well- lated order and 

freedom that pervades the glorious British Kmpire. 

I am happy to find myself in accord with you on 
rother McLeod, if | 

Te
 

N 
ou commune with 
the INTELLIGENCER, there 

at their loyalty will lose either its in- 

that while 

J. R. Narraway. 

THE LATE RAILWAY AOOIDENT. 

Our columns contained last week the sad announce
- 

ment of the Railway accident which occurred st 

Rothsay Station on the evening of the 24th ult, by 

which two young and valuable lives were lost, and 

several others severely injured. A searching inves- 

tigation into all the particulars of this melancholy 

tragedy has since taken place, and a jury of sworn 

men have returned a verdict exonerating the em- 

ployees on the trains and all persons from blame. 

We have carcfully read the evidence as reported ver- 

batim by Mr. 8. J. Armstrong for the Morning News,
 

and it seems to have been one of these inexplicable 

occurrences sometimes marking God's providence, 

which after they have occurred look as though they 

might have, been easily avoided, and yet no special 

carelessness 

concerned, We believe that accidents of this kind do 

sometimes occur, the causes of which are inexplica
 

ble, and for which no blame ought in justice to be at
- 

tached to any body. They are episodes in divine 

or neglect can be fastened on any one 

providence, the cause and design of which are only 

understood by infinite wisdom, 

The suddenness of the deaths occurred by this 

accident conveys to us all a startling lesson. In the 

midst of life we are in death, At the very moment 

least expected, and from a quarter where danger is 

least conceived, the shaft may come that will site 

us down with a single blow, and earry sorrow and 

grief into the homes and hearts of surviving friends. 

Io the death of the esteemed and amiable young 

lady whose life was so suddenly cut short by this 

accident, there is something peculiarly 

instructive. We well remember the young lad whose 

early death we deplore. We ell to mind as we 

write bis sprightly appearance; and bis cheerful 

countenance is familiar Lo our memory, as our thoughts 

recur to the Sabbaths, some three or four years a
go, 

when we saw him led by the hand of his now sor- 

rowing mother, to the house of God. By his death 

what & flood of grief is let in upon that widowed 

mother's heart. His early grave not only contains 

his lifeless remains, but in that grave are buried the 

hopes, the expectations, and the joys that welled up 

in his mother’s heart in relation to the future of he
r 

dear and only child. We deeply sympathize with 

her and all the bereaved ones. May God bi
nd up 

‘their wounded hearts, and give them grace tv be
ar 

their bereavement with becoming resignstion. 

We cannot omit expressing in our remarks on this 

sad tragedy our utter disappr of the heartless 

and inhuman course pursued in relation te it by » 

of the press. It seems as though this melan- 

choly accident and the death of the young and inno- 

cent victims were hailed with joy, because it efforded 

them & new and timely pretext for venting their 

spleen in relation to Railway management. We 

allude to the Freeman, and the Empire. No law 

su a» man guilty until he is proved so. And 

we sll know that sad accidents do sometimes occu 

without carelessness on the part of any body. W 

it human, or just, or manly, to seek to stiv up public 

indignation against (he parties in charge of the train, 

or the Commissioners, or the Government, or any 

persons connected with the Raliway, until the mat- 

ter was investigated, and guilt, through carelessness, or 

mismanagement, if L. y existed, was discovered. The 
not to 

be discovered. The men in charge of the wood train, 

g
s
 

| their feelings would be sufficiently pained 

by the accident, without the public press howling 

them down as though they had wilfully snd malic
i- 
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