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“THE MODERN JEWS, 
THEIR MANNERS AND CUSTOMS, 

The magazine, Oncea Weck, contains in one of 
its lute numbers an interesting sketch of the pecu- 
linmcustomns of the modern Israclites, We estract 
a few of its passages for the benefit « { readers to | 
whom those customs are nnfamiliar: 

THE STAGES OF LIFE, 

On the eighth*day after the birth of the young | 
Jew he is taken to the synagogue by his father, | 
accompanied by a godfather, for circumcision. Ir 
the infant happens to be a first born son, he is, | 
according to Jewish jurisprudence, the property 
of the Cohen (whois supposed to be a descendant | 
of the house of Aaron, but has no longer any 
priestly functions to perform), and must be redeen- | 
ed on the thirtieth ay after his birth; therefore, | 
certain ceremonies take place, during whjch the | 
father tenders the figurative sum of five shekels to | 
the Cohen who accepts them as a ransom, | 

Until be attains his thirteenth year the young | 
Jew is entirely under the control of his father and | 
mother, who are supposed to be ageonntable for | 
all the sins hie may commit up to that period ; | 
but their responsibility cases on the Sabbath day 
succeeding his thirteenth birthday, when a cere- | 
mony akin to that of confirmation takes place, | 
The boy is called np to’ the reading desk in the | 
synagogue, and is required to read a portion of | 
the law. If he cannot read, the chazan, or minis- | 

ter, does it for him, after which the father places 
kis hands on his son's head, and solemnly re- 
nounces his accountability for his future actions. | 
The next important step in his career is his be- 

trothal, which nsually takes place at an early age, 
in accordance with the recommendation of the 
Jewish law, A nwnber of friends being present, 
the Kenas, or bond inflicting a penalty on either 
party who shall be guilty of a breach of the agree- 
ment, is read, after which a cup is broken, as a 
ratification of its provisions, by the parties con- 
cerned. The marriage follows the betrothal, it | 
ay be six or twelve inonths afterwards, or more. | 

! | 

| 
| 
| 

Due notice having been given at the synagogue | 
the minister, on the Saturday eve preceding the | 
day fixed for the marriage, chaunts some sen- | 
tences to referring the approaching event, and the | 
next day the intended bridegroom has to appear | 
in the synagogue and have curtain portions of the | 
law read over to him, and pay any arrears he way | 
owe to the congregation, : 
The way in which the parties spend the morn- | 

ing in their respective dwellings ou the wedding | 
day resembles, 1 suppose, the manner in which it | 
is employed Ly Gentiles on similar OCCHSIONS | | 

those who rightly realize the awful nature of the | 
ceremony they are about to perform, spend the | 
hours in fasting and reading the servige prepared | 
for the day of atonement, As soon as the clock | 
strikes the appointed Lour, two men present them- 
selves belore the bridegroow and carey him off to | 
the synagogue, where he incets his bride, whom | 
two female friends have brought there with her | 
head enveloped iva veil. The snine persons place | 
the two principal performers facing each other 
under a silk or velvet canopy supported by four | 

long poles; the shamae, = kind of curate and clerk | 
combined, brings a glass of wine, which hie hands | 
to the Rabbi, who thereupon offers up a short | 

blessing, and then gives the glass of wine to the | 

bridegroom, who tastes it and passes it to it 
bride, who does likewise, al 
The bridegroom then takes the ring from his | 

pockot and places it on the finger of the bride, 
saying after the Rubbi (in Hebvew) as he does so: | 
“ Behold !' thou art betrothed unto mie with this | 
ring, according to the ritek of Moses and Israel.” 
The Rabbi then reads the marriage contract, which | 
is written in Chaldee, abd is not understood by | 
the parties gongerned, who therefore take it on | 

trust ; after this the Chazau takes a glass of wine, 
and pronounces a form of words longer but similar | 
to that ‘pronounced by the Rabbi; the wine is 
given to the bridegroom and bride, and an empty 
glass having been placed at the feet ofthe ro gi 
he stamps upon it and begaks it, whercopoh all 
present wish him mazel tov (good speed), and the 
ceremony is at an end, 

If the newly married Jew hus a proper sense of 
his religions duties, one of his first proceedings, on 
taking possession of his domicile, is to prepare a 
mezuzab, This is a tube nailed to the door-post, 
md contains a strip of parchment, on the ene | 
side of which is inscribed one of the names applic 
to the Supreme Being, and on the other from the 
ith to Oth verses of the vi. chapter of Deuter 
onomy, and from the 18th to the 2 Ist verses of the 
xi, chapter of the same book, A similar tube is | 
fastened to the jumbs ‘of the other doors fn the | 
house ; and the ; wlio is a strict obser ver of Lag 

ol! customs of his forefathers never leaves bis | 
house for the, fivst time, daily, without toughing | 
the imwauzuh with his Tips, or bending his head w | 
it a8 he passes from room to room, 

DEATH AND BUKIAL, 

The Jew has no reason to complain of lack of | 
seasons lor rejoicings, Lat days of menrning and | 
sorrow visit lim as well as his Gentile brothren, | 
But the manner in which he mourns tor tha dem! is | 
different us regurds certain forms from that of the | 
latter, who simply buries his gricf in his own 
heart, and suffers it to exhibit itself as little as 
possible, The coffin is of the simplest construe. 
tion, and ‘before the lid is placed upon it, a little 
earth, bronght from Jerusalem, is put in. I'he 

nearest refutives of the deceased - in suc 

cession, and request pardon of the ( cceand for any 

offence they may Lave given hin in Lis lifetime, and 
a twvorshle recollection of thew in the world to 
which ha Las departed, The Rabbi then makes 0 
slight cut. in the wpper pat of the garments of 
ench mourners, and tones it shghtly, aud tis gent 
must uot be sown up till mnfter & certain number of 

» 
7 woman is allowed to uceompany the corpse 
ith Jase ‘resting place, wo hat the whiling of | 
women, which bas chilled the heat of every tra- 
Yeller in the t, and which winy be heard even 
in those islands at the antipodes where scareely p | 
European has set his foot, is never heatd here 

poo ibgular custom’ is sometimes observed on 
! pel Woe have been several depths in 
Wie fumily witivin a short pesiod. A padlock is 
locked and: ithe grave and the key tirown | 

the “hing 10 diluy the igpes of | 
| ~ onger period. 

oi To fitnernl of a | 

" 

| QUOTUTIR PUrs Inagna fue, 

[1s human nature 1p its finest and purest type, 

[ homes, 
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bare ground in .a room Men to all. comers; not 
even uehaugo of dress is permitted ; and the only 
consolation ;which the afflicted can have during 
this period is derived from the perusal of religious 
books which cheer them wittrthe hope of meeting 
Lhe deceased hetehftor. ' When they visit the syna- 

4 Bogue, during the contintbiiee” of these “divs of | 
mourning, a tonching reception i given them by the 
congregation, who all arise as they enter and make 
Adnovement towards them, the Rabbi uttering a | 
short prayer that they may be comforted, Dusi- 
ness way be attended to after the lapse ofthe seven 
days, but no amusement may be wduolged in for | 
thirty days thereafter ; and if the mourning be for 
a father or mother this rule is to be observed for 
w year. 

In evecy day life the sexes are as mueh on an 
equality as among other civilized people, but in 
rebigious matters the case is slightly different. It 
18 in acknowledgment of this difference that the 
Jew is to offer up the following short thanksgiving 
along with his daily prayers: *“ Dlessed art thou, 
O Lord our God, king of the, universe, who hast 
not made me a woman,” The female infant is 
named in the synagogue, and that is the ouly cere- 
mony to which she is subjected. 

-—-— -— 

From the Loudon Times. 

THE BIBLE-WOMAN IN LONDOY, 
A new feature has lately appeared in the exer 

tions of benevolent persons among the distressed 
poor, and on the lower strata of London life. The 
Bible-woman is not merely a distributor of the | 

| gathered np here and there, about the shop, Bible, as the name seems to indicate , but a distri 
butor of all sorts of good things amoong the families 
of the poor. She is selected from the better in- 
formed and Christian women of the lower middle 
class, Sometimes she has risen from the very 
depths of St, Giles’ parish by the instrumentality 
of the city missionary or the Seriptare-reader, or 
the district visitor, © She receives 12s, 6d. a week 
for her services, She sets out every’ day to yisit 
the sisterhood of ROTTOW, suffering and poverty, 
ostensibly and directly to introduce the. Bible, 

| additionally and practically to see what can be 
done to help the helpless, and say what can be said 

to comfort the downcast, 

| word often does more to lift a wretched mother 
out of her misery than a donation of money or 
clothes, uecdful in their place. The mere vulgar 
philanthropist does not understand this ; he recog- 
nises no value in anythiog he can’t handle, or 
weigh, or mensure with a footrale; but kind 
words spoken by homely lips waken echoes that do 

| not die; and inspire’ energies long laid prostrate 
that vise up and walk, The peculiar adaptation 
of this movement lies in the fact that the visitor is | 
a woman, and the objects visited are mothers and 
wives, The visitor 4s not a fine lly, full of sents 
mental benevolence, afenid of dirt and vulgarities, 

| and keeping well to the windward of sbjects of 
her instraetion ; but one who has also been in 
overty and trouble, who has lost infants, and 
Lio not how to raise money to bury them 

iad a husband and who wrestled 
with poverty, and nakedness, and hunger, and can 
tell what she felt, and how she got out of it, or got 
comfort in W—* Quague vid: el 

Such a message knock: 

i$ a widow 

psa meserima 

ny at the door ol sickness must be welcome, It 

giving 

off its sympathy und sacrifices and services to those 

who rarely hicar a kind, snd never encouraging 
| W ord, 

Ninee the institution of this new class of laborers 

inthe serviees of sorrow and suffering, about three 

years ago, 27,000 Bibles have been sold amang the 
very poorest, The 

tinguishéd from givin 
Bibles lightly got are 

importance of selling, as dis 
g, cannot be exaggerated, 

hehtly held by the poor, 

| What they receive gratis finds it way’ to the pawn 

{ brokershop in the conse of a week or two, while 
the book for whieh tlicy have paid 10d, in weekly 

half-pence, is retained” Aid valied as hard-earned 
property, and only parted with in the last extre 

mity. It sceins to be the universally Op! rative 

law among the poor that money raised by begging, 

and Bibles received gratuitously are not valoned 
and speedily squandered, “This is the common 
experience of these Bibleswomen, and, we believe, 

thie experience of the various societies which have 

their labors towards the elevation und instraetion 
of the very lowest, In London aloue, L606 Bible 
women arg Misting the neglected poor from house 
0, house, pointing out rugged schools for their | 

Lchildeen, places of worship for their parents, cloth 
Ling clubs, and mothers’ weetings, and all other 
| means of ameliorating their lot, and above all, their 

In improving the domestic condition and 
| mavagement of the homes of the poor thicse visi 

Lows. have dong incalenlable good, JL is eunily 

proved that the poor pay a higher, prige than the 
vigh for everything they consume, They sre igno- 
rant of every element of thrift aud 
They live in filth and dasnp, and anid drying linen 

ceongmmy, 

| on wet Hoors, The first vietiing of epidemic 8 and 

first, owing to thelr exbimnsted constitutions, to sink 
under its attucks, A discreet and sympathiziog 
Bible-womavw—we ean wiitd from personal know 
ledge shows the poor woman where the best and 

mast economical sonp ean be bought, where fuel 
cia be had atu rowsonablo price. How easily good 
soup cunt be made ut a vewsonable conty nud the 

rooin kept clean, dry, und sweet, at no great ex- 
penditare of lubor, 
One offers us Blanket ently in the season, as soon 

as Lialf of the price of ig is paid in weekly pe nnies, 

and frocks and petticonts for the ehildean, cunt off 
by the righ, are given as preseuts and rewards for 
tidiness. | Lhe eftect of persistent Lrentment of this 

sorbas soon appivent, IL should never bo forgot- 

ten that the poor mun thes to the ginshap, not 
only beewuse he dikes gin, but beenuse lie finds 

there a puslizht, a fire, a sanded floor apd n NEWS 
paper. He ws'dviven from Lomas by its discomforts 
and drawn to the gingliop by fur Toss objectionable 

attipctions than. gin. Lt js on this account that 
we antinot rely Lor Mig erention of temperate habits 
on the pledges and presoriptions of teetotal societies, 
bot on the inereascd comfort, convenience, and 
eleniiness of the poor mian'shome, Phe wife and 
mothe makes hone, What she is it beeonivs, 
Ter temper, tidiness, and economy are ita very air, 

and Ligh , wud warmth, On her the Bible woman 
acts with a force and a success which po othyr 
iti inontal iw bisa reachiody and through her on 
obildren and fulliers with a pormpience ais im - 
soit to dispute. We havo wo debivs to ques- 

tion, fay from it, the vale of (hie Tnbors of thie city 

tnifg, Utwash- | iiksionary. Hels first and reining fo est Where 

wh sits hia hd aud iin and ignorance reign. Lie, views 

It must be obvious to | 
| every reflecting mind that a tree and cheering 

who | 
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| ing the action of the Bible-women on'domestic and 
social life, vegurding it as ‘a means of raising the 
poor. from the dunghill and setting them, not ine 
deed among pringes, but ameng the decencies of the 
earth, we hold the mission of'the Bible woman to 
ben practieal, comprehensive and effective agency. 
It secures an entrance inaccessible to others, It 

| makes the sale of the Bible a pioneer to a many- | 
I sided and kindly influence, It receives a welcome 
| which woran full of sympathy will always reecive 
| from woman full of sorrow. It supplies a link long 
| lost, ind ocenpies a field long neglected, and we 
hope it will receive an encouragement and support 
long withheld. 

———— AD Wire mr—— 

FIRST MELTED, THEN MOULDED. 

mechanical, as well as in the natural world, by study- 
ing which we may, grow wiser and better, * Fipst 
melted, thea moulded,” broke from our lips not 
long since in an iron foundry, while watching the 
workmen preparing for a * cast.” 
The roar of the bellows and the erackling ‘of the 

fire were almost deafening. The men were bugy pre- 
| paring ladles to receive the melted'metal ; glitter 
| ing sparks were flying from’ some uncovered 
| orifice in the “cupola,” and all was activity und 
watehfulness, 
We had scarcely taken a position of security 

from the sparks, when one of the wien-—into whose 
| head an ¢egonomical thought seems to have arisen | 
| seized a shovel, and commenced scraping up frag 
| ments of cindry iron scraps and small pieces 
{ knocked from castings, These he threw into the 
open mouth of the blazing fornades "then ‘he 

| broken griddles; superavnuated  plongh-shares, 
noscless tea-kettles, spiders,” whose handles had 

i departed ; pots, whose logs had been lost in the | 
| battle with servants and fire, with holes in their 
| capacions bulge that no solder could wend ; and 
so almost every broken iron thing that would 

| naturally be found in snch a place, These follow- 
¢d the scraps into the capacious furnace, and 
finally, to give a finish to the whole, hie laid old 
ofa ‘huge piece of ronnd iron, lugged it to the 

| scaffold, and, with "the help of others, at length 
| threw it in also, 

Then we gained a sight down the throat of the 
fiery furnace, aud there were all these strange 
materials hogging ench other in the ¢losest inti- 
macy, and silently melting away in the embrace, 
The call of the watehful master-workman broke 

our reverie, The tap was plunged into the fur, 
nace, the melted metal spouted forth into the la- 
dé, and was quickly shi¢d into monlds prepared 
for it whence we saw It s00Nn emerging in many 
forms of usefulness and beauty—* first melted, 
then moulded,” L 
Then oar thonghts were turned to our Church, 

and as we looked through it we could only think 
of the vast amount of material unused and nn 
honored, A minister looks over his cirenit, and 
what does hie see?! Some unsccountably fallen, 
and Iying in the dirt; some, that when in their 
true positions, carried precious burdens hearts 
full of love for God and man; but now with great 
sin-holes, incapable of emrrying sympathy or feeling 
love. Perlmps he finds one u special weight, like 
the muwieldly mass of iron, in the way of all good 
things, opposed to all Christian CNLerpriso—mn 
drag, almost a curse to the Church, And the 
mister 1s humbled atl cast down, ns he looks 
al the condition of things, . What will cure all 
this! Nothing show of melting, then all can be 
moulded, 

v 

Is not this what many of us w ant! My 
brother, A ou deem yourself specially qualified for 

some one posinon, and no other that a very high 
one. You need melting: after that you may be 
moulded inte God's working-tools, or his orn 
ments, as Lhe shall please, 
tronbled with the hemrtache about being appreci 
ated, and this makes them jealous, Crit ab and 
fant finding towards eancls ollie : Luy must ha 
great stations, great attentions, or they fo they 
cannot labor freely, Well, “melting” will cur 
the heartache, and * moulding” will fit thew for 
efMicioncy anyw here—in the City or the wilderness, 
Is not this great operation the need of the Church ? 
Does she not weed melting into one spirit, and 
moulding into the image of hor Redeemer ¢ 

Let us ask our * Refiner” to melt us usa Chureh, 
and andividually, untidy iv the fire and mould of 
las spirit, we shall bear the + nage of the heaven 
ly New Connexion Mugazine 

-oo 

What Obwistian heart but thrills 
| with emotion at the name! Shall we dare con- 
template its mysteries! We glance for pernyis- 
sion 10 do so to the eye of our Master, aud see it 
bent upon us, not in frowning reproof, bat in ten- 
der loving, encouragement, Yes; He who suf- 
tered thore is our dearest, best Friend, We love 

| him, audoare not afrsid,  # Perfect love  castoth 
out fem” Yet a solemn wwe stonls over our 
spirits, as we approach the hallowed spot. © Of the 
few words uttered by ‘your Master there,” which 
have cone down to 1s, Hone sedin More touching 
than these—* Now is my soul troubled, gud what 
shall L nay f  Vather, save, me from this hour! 

| You dor this conse camo 1 unto. this hour!  Fa- 
| ther, glorify Thy unme!” We see here *the man 
Christ Jesus," shrinking, as even’ His human na- 
tre vast slivink from the weight of woe impending 
over him, vaising his voice ju imploring agony — 

 Fatlier, save we from this hour then seeing 
to recall the prayer,——* Yet for this cause caine 1 
utto this hour!” and, in subline subi ission— 
* Father, glorify thy nate 1” 

Beloved in the Lord ! can we not all veeall 
hors when, from the inmost depths of our souls, 
~=shallow wre those depths compnred to His, we 
have said, “Now is my soul troubled, and whit 

| " 
: Gethsemane! 

| 

to the loving inquiry of our Muster, heard evel | 
them What will ye that 1 shall do uuto you” 
O, in every such hour, let our tossed und troebled 
spirits find here fin anchorage, In hamble imj- 
tation of one Master, let us pay, * Father glorify 
thy mame I" Aud oven to us shall come the res: 
poise, clearly, audible to the ear of faith, and 
(awetly soothing to the distracted spirit—* 1 have 
both glorified fk and will glorify it again.” 
: Wash ron and [afleetor, 

.——— 

al Ch rou Ean. Wish Rhea Mr. Tr 
Ponce heard an |i pllestingly say, 1 always spend 
the Sunday in ihe r¥ A that Vekarthle 
minister turned round and said, in accents of solem. 
Ly wero do be fargotten, * You may God, sir, that 
Phe dig, of Judgment into by spent, in exacily the 
sale manner | 

Be qi 
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USES OF AFYLICTION. 
Affliction is i to prove, to purify, and to 

prepace. 1 @ ox; 
(1.) Metals proved by being cast into the furnace : 

it is discovered to be genuine or the reverse. Throw 
wood, hay, or stubble into a furnace, and it will be 
instantly consumed ; but throw gold, silver, or pre- 
cious stones into the furnace, and their character 
will be thereby detected. Thus it is with affliction. 
It is the furnace which serves to detect the wood, 
hay, and stubble from the precious metal: what is 
false in profession is sure to be detected by affliction. 
Trials serve to manifest what is genuine and what 
counterfeit. They act the part of a furnace, to test 
and to try the reality of the profession. 

Lessons of profit may sometimes béfoand in the 

Nome ninisters are | 

[elements of woe, 
Lin the Romish religion there seems to be nothing 

thrangh many of our hymns and anthems, 
| manism points always to the suture for Joy, und 

shall 1 say I—whew we know not how to. ruply | 

(2.) The furnace is used to purify. Tt consumes 
| the alloy, and leaves unharmed the pure metal: it 
| burns up the dross and leaves that which is not 
| dross the more bright and beautiful. Affliction 
| serves this purpose to the believer, Oh, how pow- 
| erfully does it often sem to melt down a proud or 
| rebellious will ; to consume the remains of self: 
righteousness ; to burn up a censorious spirit, and to 

| leave instead a meek, submissive, humble, charitable 
| disposition! Tt is beautiful to observe how the 

| believer is purified by affliction ; how the sternness 
| and ruggedness of disposition which may have before 
| characterized him, become exchanged for gentleness 
and smoothness of temper; how a glow of moral 

| loveliness often shines with radiant clearness over the 

whole character of one who has been plunged into 
| the furnace of affliction. "Then, 

(8.) The furnace is used to prepare, The iron must 
| be softened, in order thatit may be moulded and bent. 

| Thé coarse sand, apparently possessing no capability 
of being turned to any nseful account, being melted 

: by the heat of the furnace, is transformed into a 
| substance of beauteous transparency, capable of 
reflecting all that is lovely in earth or sky, and lend. 
ing itself fresh beauty “and magnificence to the 
monarch’s palace or the noble’s hall. So human 
natare, when thrown into the furnace of affliction, 
IT the sanctifying grace of the Spirit be there, it win 
come forth (howsoever unsightly when first thrown 
in) glorious and lovely, reflecting ‘beauties more 
exquisitely charming than nature's richest splendours, 
whether in the canopy above, or upon the ground 
beneath.  Aflliction prepares and qualifies for Divine 
service and for the Divine presence. Once the erown 
of many thorns was placed on the brow which 
wears to all eternity the many érowns of glory. The 
white-robed saints who sweli the everlasting song and 
wave the palm branch, came out of great tribulation : 
théy were purified in the furnace of trial, 
Murmur not, believer, at thy trials and thy con 

flicts. AMiction is the school for glory : by the cross 

When he hath tried me, 
proved ‘me, purified me, and prepared me, 1 shall 

| come forth as gold. 

is the way to the crown, 

-—- 

ITALY AND ROMANISM, 
Few localities in the environs of Rome are so 

beautiful, and have so many historical, personal, 

and its wighbourhood, Distant from Rome but 
| fourteen wiles, and nearer to thg seu, and yet 
twelve hundred feet quite above the 
reach of the miasma of the Campagna at all times 

“losé by the remarkable aud most beautiful lake 
of Albano 

nbove it 

it enjoys every advantage of pure air, 
wide prospects, charming walks and drives, and 
sutlicient socicty for those who prefer quiet in the 
sttpioer, As one stands just above it, on Castle 
Gondoelpho (the pope's ssmumer home), the scenes 
wronnd. him are enchanting, and all alive with 
| associntions for the student. Before him the 
sloping hills, clothed with vines, and olives, and 

| fig-trees, and the far spreading Campagna (who 
| first called it desolate ‘) beautiful as Areadia, with 
its golden grain, in the widst of which an Ary 
of reapers, with their white tents, ean be discern 
edi and beyond them the blue Mediterranenn, 
and Rowe in the distance, looking hike a great 
giant, with St. Peter's for its head, sleeping in the 
[sun dmapediately. below bia, at the depth of 
| five hundred feet, the deep luke nssuiucs every 
variety of buc on its ground of blue, from the 

| Wooded Dapks, the flonting clouds, and the shifl 
ing sunshine ; and above it, the green 

' Monte Cavo, the grand gathering place for the 
| Alban tibes, centuries beford Romulus was born 
and still beyond to the east, the masses of the 

| Apennines, in picturesque groups, and with the 
| peealinr bronzed aspeet which only an Italian sky 
| sheds over monntwins, In such a scene, it 1s 
| diflicul, for the moment, to think of sickness, 

swells 

[ soreow, nnd death; sod ope is able, better than 
before, to understand that shudder which runs 

| through classical literature, at the thought of leas 
ing this warm human life, and flittis g into the land 
| of shadows and" of ntl Hn ons, 
| And yetsociety i880 constituted in these lovely 
| scones, and has been for ages, that probably as 
much of mental anguish, and as litte of heart 
rest, have been experiguced in this neighbonrhiood 

the world, Even the religion of the land, with 
all its boustful promises of peace, introduces new 

[am struck with the fact that 

of that present experience of religions joy wud 
peace which pervades our worship, and breathes 

Ko- 

even then cannot promise that it shall be reached 
except over wide seas of purgatovial five, Her 
pietires in churches over altars are all in this 

but far more of a gloomy, painful, and even re- 
voltitg character, ' "There wre none which depiet 
A present and wl y Chistian life connected with 
duties in the world, and with the joy and pegce of 
home and of huwau relations, Ter bighest ideals 
of piety wre all inseparably connggted with pain 

to sanctify and direct and not to enmdicate, Their 
best music sounds like the wailing of souls in 
purgatory. 1 have heard somo of the joyful 
palms of “David sing at vespers as if they were 
thie utterance of despair. “The droning recitation 
of the priests, has a weary, careless half mocking 
tone, ns if disappointment and despair had hard- 
ened into indiforgnee, Bo far ns their services 
ave not & mere muoiacry avd ritual dell; they 
are depressing even to the spectator, who neither 
enters 1to their spirit, nor mourns oversheir cor- 
‘ruptions, 1h and mien of those worship- 
pers who are really in ehrnest i ‘always that! of 

mythologic al, and poctical, Wes CIALIODS us Albauo ! 

spirit. There ave some skotchos of Suture blisy, | every increasing rapidity in all (hose great moral | 

| 
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| paiti—of penitenée for sin and never of joy, and f eouch, administering stimulants to the moriband : 
| peace, and assurance of forgiven sin—ofa perman- | but the death struggle will soon bo over. 

| mind will find that Rome has cheated his soul into 

| 

| 

| upon their beautiful and accurate delineations 

| 

: 

Jor the lest thonsand” years, as in any portion of | 

Laclous of suffering, sleeps like a babe, 

! 

the erucifixion of the affections, which Christ came | 

! derful 

The promises of saperior religions peace and 
joy which Home constantly addresses to Protes- 
tants, is the most false of all her falsehoods, One, 
indeed, who craves peace of conscience without 
spiritual life, will find it only when his conscience 
is bennmbed ; and the sincere and truly spiritual 

ent filial relation, | 
: 

| 

tortures by the very doctrines that promised | 
peace. The gloom of Romanism, as I see it here, 
in its chosen seat--a gloom no more dispelbed by | 
its theatric splendour, and its fireworks, and its 
incessant ringing of bells, and its accompaniment 
of guns fired off in connection with the more | 
solemn parts of the service, than private gorrow 
is by hurry, and noise, and dissipation— this gloom 
of Romans strikes me now as ita most marked 
characteristic. Oh! how does it all seem | 
in comparison with those blessed services at home, | 
when a whole congregation stands up and®oins | 
in such hymns as, “To our Redeemer's glorions 
name I" and to our thronged Sundav-schogls, | 
where ascend from sweet ohildish voices such 
gind and grateful songs as, “Joy fully, joyfully, 
onward we move!” My heart ached for those 
blessed sanctuaries on Sunday last, 

Pe wr 

PROGRESS. 

It is a trite remark that we live in a remarkable 

The 

nas made more progress in the last fifty years than 

period, yet every day develops marvels world | 

in the Should we blot out previous (wo centuries 

the progress which the world has made within the | 

memory ol most of our readers, it would seem that 

some demon power had swept us back to the dark 

ages 

1, Judia Rubber, in all its forms of utility for 

shoes, clothing, engine hose, carriage springs, and 

the innumerable other ways in which it has now be 

{ come one of the necessities of civilization, Was un 

known, for any other pyrpose than to erase pencil | 

marks in the days of our childhood, 
DJ The Daguerreotype, Many of us can remem 

bor the day when Daguerre compelled the sun to 

turn portrait painter, We remember the wonder 

nounced that the French philosopher, in his labora 

tory, had constrained the sun to be his nimble servi : 
tor, transferring, with lightning's flash, the features 
to the canvas, And now this art is ever increasing 

and expanding, Daguerreotype, Ambrotype, Photo 

graph! What would the world do without them ? 

They embi ish every home mn Europe and America 

Love, friendship, science, art, are alike dependent 

What 

a dark day would envelop our homes, were this one 

art to become extinet 

3. Steawn ; a8 a motive power for boats, cars, ma 

clinery, the most potent agent of civilization on this 

globe this majestic power has all risen up within 

fifty years. What a incomprehensible amount of 

the labor of the world is now ace omplished by this, 

but recently discover d agent Many animals have 

become extinet during past ages Suppose the won 

whose provi nder is fire,” should suddenly cease his 

“ 
iron horse, whose sNews are und 

neighings in our valleys ; and the rumbling of his 
cars of pleasure and of traffic no longer bg heard 
along our iron roadshow could we bear the loss ? 

What should Wwe do were suddenly every teamer to 

disappear, every steam engine Lo cease its movements 

and all knowledge of this motive power to be annihi 

Inted ¥ 

was the state of the world 

And yet only a short fifty years ago, such 

4. Labor saving Machines, for all the arts, for all 
industry, plowing, planting, reaping-—for everything 
which engrosses human hands, bave been multiplied 
to un degree of which few have a copiception Con 

sider for a moment the wammoth printing press 

large as an ordinary sized two-story house ; throw 
ing ofl three handred printed sheets ina minut 

Without this marvellous power of the press, modern 

civilization could not maintain its hold. But for this 
newly developed instrument for diffu ing knowledge, 

Christianity could not move as now, on the wings of 
Bibles, tracts, und the varied productions of Christian 
genius, And yet all these marvels have been accom 

plished in one short half century 

bh, The 7. legraph This is the miracle of the pre 

1 he Hghtni KIS sent age seized by the genius ol 

Mes BRON 

are transmitted for thousands of miles, with rapidity 

man and compelled to be his errand boy 

exceeding the Hight of time, See that slender wire 

running along the air over the road side, That wire 
is freighted with the messages of love and death, with 
the secrets of cabinets, the orders to armi #, the com 

missions of trade, and conveys them with velocity 
utterly ingonecivable, like the lHghining's flash or the 
sunbeams glance, The tel: graph has become almost 
as essential to modern cividization as the alr we 

breathe, And yet most of our readers can remem 
ber when the Hrst telegram flashed across the wires 

What a diy 
The patient with mangled mb is put 

asleep, The knife 

muscies, tendons and nerves ; 

6, Painless operations iu Surgery 

covery ! 

quietly cuts keenly through 

the saw grinds its way 
through the bone and still the patient, all uncon 

He awakes to 

find himself comfortably in bed, the dreaded opera 

tion performed, and the wound dressed, Hardly a 

third of a century has passed since this great marvel 
burst npon the world 

There are vast changes now going on, and with 

agencies which have moulded the world, God is 
employ ing two great armies, the wiaterial and the in- 

tellgetunl, for the accomplishment ‘of this work: | 
Steam ‘and religion ecobperate. Gunpowder and | 
Bibles, Cavalry and missionaries, 

ie steamboats and | 
railroads, and martial wrodies of Englund, France and 
Russia are crowding in upon India and Clina, and | 
God is directing their right deeds and overruling | 

Heat henlsm is fast vant hing. 

| the pontiff is broken. 

The Papacy : the papacy of the dark ages, which 
| erected and demolished thrones ; which held emperors 
as vassals, which was the great despotism of earth, 
grasping prince and peasant alike in its iron clutch, 

{ and darkening all Christendom with its abominations 
~that Papacy has perished for ever. The seeptre of 

Italy, like one of the gennii of 

the Arabian tales, bas suddenly arisen, a spirit of 
beauty and diberty, bearing upon’ her fair'brow, the 
talismanic words, a free pulpit, a free press, and 
free men, 

Slavery / its doom is sealed. It is struggling in its 
last convulsions, and uttering its last hideous cries. 
A brighc day is evidently to succeed the long, long 
night of gloom. Exchange Paper. 

— 

THE WORK OF GOD IN FRANCE. 
Quiet unpretending works are springing up in 

various places. In Paris some mouths back two 
Sunday-school teachers thought they wonld try to 
do good to afew idle children in the purliens of the 
capital, They began to meet them ou one of the 
boulevardes, and when winter came on gathered 
them in a room lent for the purpose, At Christ 
mas they prepared a little treat for them, and 
when they requested their superintendent to come 

and see, he found tw enty five children who could 

answer his Scriptove questions very satisfactorily, 
Sometimes the Christian's heart is rejoiced at 

finding unexpectedly not only a harvest where he 
thought but to sow. but active ceadjutors in his 
work. Take the following example : 

A lady, who devotes much time to the distribus 
tion of tracts, was giving them on a country rond a 

She loft a little knot of 

working men, with whom she had engaged in 

few leagues from aris, 

conversation, to offer a tract to a w ageoner who 
was passing with his team, He looked at it, stop- 

| ped his horses, and said, “Do you give ne this 
L 

out of love to Jesus f™ + Yes,” she replied, and 

| after a few more words he took her hand between 
his, grasping it as a brother in Christ. He then 

| drew his moncy bag and begged as a favour she 
would accept Lis contributions to her work— two 
frances! She declined, but he pressed i", telling 

| her it was to the Lord he gave it and not to her, 
which spread over Christendom when it was an. and that she could not refuse. 

A few davs later, as she was again talking with 
| some labourers on the road, he passed a second 

| the service of his Heavenly Father, 

time, and recognised her, She asked Lim to MY 
a word for his Saviour to the men to whom she 
Was speaking ; he did so, and related his own cons- 

version. He had been employed’ in a factory, 
where, among the nomerous hands, was a young 
man whose pious mother had given him her large 
Bible as her dying bequest, laying upon him the 
junction never wo part with ait, The young man 
wasted his substance in riotous living, and, at 
last, had nothing left but his mother’s book. One 
day he came nto the work-room holding up the 
gilt-edged handsome volpme, and offering it to any 
one who would pay six franes for it! Our friend 
took it without knowing what it was— he was then 
a Roman Catholic —and opened it on a text which 
God applied to his heart. He put down the six 
francs, and secured the treasnre. I'assage after 
passage of the Holy Book spoke to him in an way 
that never man had spoken, and he found uly. 
mately peace and joy through believing. 

Lhe workmen who heard this agcount given in 
orginal style, and a companied by striking re- 
marks, were rivets d, SONNE Were In tears, op, JH 

exclaimed, T have been hesitating some time, but 
from henceforth T am decided to be on God's side ! 

News of the Churches 

HAVELOCK'S PRAYER TENT. 
Many people CxXClusoe themselves from God's Ser. 

viee for want of time, 1 apprentice does ; the 
school boy in the termtime does ; the 
man at his workshop ; the mother with he large 
family mound her, 

hurr 

Generul Havelock, that distinguished general 
in India, whose wisdom and bravery did so much 
lo put a stop to the eruel and bloody muting of 
the Bepoys, never made this excuse to get nid of 

He Lad Lime, 
ninong all the hurry and worry of camp life, to 
make the business of religion the first business. 
He found time, He did not believe God evel put 
men ia posts where they could not serve Him, 

| He was » man of prayer, and he found time te 
pray ; not only to prify by himself, but with his 
men. Among his cump baggage was a prayug 
tent, the biggest one he had, and this he sed to 
pitch at the stations, and hold prayeriangetings in 
it, and read the precious Word of God to his 
IT I'S. 

He knew well if there was a class of men in the 
world toat needed the comforts and the help of the 
Lord Jesus ( hist, it was soldiers. And ninany a 
poor soldier found how superior was a heavenly 
service over anything the Queen of England gould 
offer. In the hurried and awful marches which 
General Havelock and his regiments were forced 
to make in the late war, he arose two hours before 
bin men, in wrder to have time to pray. If they 
were to begin their march at six o'clock in the 
morning, he Was up at four, If the CAP was Lo 
break up at four, he was up at two. And there 
were no soldiers 0) prompt and faithful in duty “un 
General Havelock's, 

hE 
SoME GOD MUST BE PRAYED T0.-~A man of great 

learning aud talents, but an unbeliever, was travelling 
in Manilla. He was escorted by a native of rank 
und as they were about starting, the native, with the 
refined politeness which characterizes the Orientals, 
requested the white stranger to pray to his God, 

This was probably the only thing he could have 
been asked to do without being able to comply ; and 
on his declining, the native said, * Well, some God 
must be prayed to; wo you will excuse me if 1 pray 
to mine," 

“ Full many a shaft at random sent 
Finds wark the archer never meant.” 

And so it was in this cose. The unbeliever was 
rebuked by the heathen ; and the wan of selence, 
who had gone there in gaest of natural curiosities, : | a i " their bad ones, to be cobperative powers with (he | "etwrned, having found the * pearl wf great price, 

preachers of the cross of Christ,  Heathenisni has | 
| His next visit is 10 be with the missionaries to preach 

not a tithe of the relative power it had, when the | Christ, 
present century edmmenced, Natural affection, self-denial), and even the loss of 

Mohammedanism, fity years ugo, was s bully, u | life itself, Is the test of Christ's followers. The love 
prize fighter, with muscles lke steel, and nerves 
like whipeord, and a spirit as defiant as Lucifer, 
Now Mobdmmedanism ts u poor old wan, blind, deaf, 
paralysed, dying  Clalstianity wits pityingly by its 

of life is ome of the strongest feelings in (he human 
breast; but if we would be faithful to Ohrist, even 
this will be cheer fully sacrificed in his enone. Rev, vi. 
O11; Acts xx. 24 so. 
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