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“THE MODERN JEWS,
THEIR MANNERS AND CUSTOMS,

The wagazine, Oncea Weck, contains in one of
its lute nwmbers an interesting sketch of the pecu-
linmcustomns of the modern Israclites, Weestract
a few of its passages for the benefit « { readers to |
whom those customs are nnfamiliar:

THE STAGES OF LIFE,

On the eighth*day after the birth of the young |
Jew he is taken to the synagogue by his father, ’
accompanied by a godfather, for circumcision. .lf
the infant happens to be a first born son, he is, |
according to Jewish jurisprudence, the property ‘
of the Cohen (whois supposed to be a descendant |
of the house of Aaron, but has no longer any
pricstly functions to perform), and must be redeen- |
ed on the thirtieth ay after his birth ; therefore, |
certuin eeremonies take place, during whjch the |
father tenders the fignrative sum of five shekels to |
the Cohen who accepts them as a ransom, |

Until be attains his thirteenth year the young |
Jew is entirely under the control of his father and |
mother, who are supposed to be ageonntable for |
all the sins hie may commit up to that period ; |
but their responsibility cases on the Sabbath day
succeeding his thirteenth bivthday, when a cere- |
mony akin to that of confirmation takes place, |

The boy is called np to' the reading desk in the |

8y nagogue, and s l‘utlllil'(,‘" to read a lml‘“m’l .nf‘
the luw.  If he cannotread, the chazan, or minis- |
ter, does it for him, after which thefather places
kis hands on his son’s head, and solemnly re-
nounces his accountability for his fature actions. |

The next important step in his career is his be-
trothal, which nsually takes place at an early age,
in accordance with the recommendation of the
Jewish law, A nwnber of friends being present,
the Kenas, or bond inflicting a penalty on either
party who shall be gnilty of a breach of the agree-
ment, is read, after which a cup is hrnk(:n, as a
ratification of its provisions, by the parties con-
cerned. The marriage follows the betrothal, it |
ay be six or twelve inonths afterwards, or more. |

!
!
|
|
!

Due notice having been given at the synagogue |
the minister, on the Saturday eve preceding the |
day fixed for the marriage, chaunts some sen- |
tences to referring the approaching event, and the |
next day the intended bridegroom h;m.tn appear |
in the .:vlmguguc- and have curtain portions of the |
law read over to him, and pay any arrears he way |
owe to the congregation, :

The way in which the parties spend the morn- |
ing in their respective dwellings ou lh.(' woedding |
day resembles, 1 suppose, the manuer in wl.nyh it |
is employed by Gentiles on r@in!llur OCCHSIONS | |
those who rightly realize the awful nature of the |
cergmony they are about to perform, spend the |
hours in fasting and reading the servige prepared |
for the day of atonement, ' As soon as the clock |
strikes the appointed Lour, two men present thv_m'
selves belore the bridegroow and carey him off to |
the synagogue, where he incets his brillu,' whomn ;
two female friends have brought there with her |
head enveloped imva veil.  The snine persons place |
the two principal performers facing ench u!.lwr ’
under a sk or velvet canopy supported by hmr;
long poles; the shamae, = kind of curate and clerk
combined, brings a glass of wine, which hie hands |
to the Rabbi,'who therenpon oficrs up a ﬁhur!*
blessing, and then gives the gluss of wine to the |
bridegroom, who tastes it and pusses it teo lhu'
bride, who doges likewise, .l

The bridegroom then takes the ving from his |
pockot and ' places it on the tinger of the bride, |
saying after the Rubbi (in Hebvew) as he does so |
“ Behold !' thou art betrothed unto mie with this |
ring, aceording o the ritek of* Moses and Israel.” :
The Rabbi then reads the wmarriage contract, which |
is written in  Chaldee, gbd is not nnderstood by |
the puﬂ.iw gongerned, who thercfore take iL.uu?
trust ; after this the Chazau takes o glass uf.wguc, .
and pronouncesa form of words longer but shilar |
to that ‘pronounced by the Kabbi; the wine s |
given 1o the bridégroom and bride, and an empty |
glass having been placed at the t:«:«l ofthe fm'#wr, i
he stamps upon 1t and begaks it, whercopoh all
present wish him mazel tov (good speed), and the
ceremony is at an end,

If tbe.msw'}' married Jew hus a proper sense of
his religions dutics, one of his first proceedings, on
taking possession of his domicile, s to prepare
mezuzab,  This is s tube nailed to the door-post,
md  containg a strip of parchmoent, on the ene
side of which is tnscribed one of the names appliod
to the Supreme Being, and on the other from the
ith to Oth versow of the vi. ehapter of  Denter
onomy, and from the 18th to the 21st verses of the
xi, chapter of the samie book, !
fastened to the jumbs ‘of the othicr doors i the
house ; and the j.:w wlhio is nstrict 3)\»('1 ver of lh’u
ol! customs of his forefathers never leaves bis
house for  the fivst time, daily, without touching
the meauzah with his Tips, or beuding Lis head w
it a8 he passes from roon to 1oom,

DEATH AXD BUKIAL, |

TheJew hss no remson to complain of lack of
seasons lor rejoicings, Lat days of meurning aud
sorrow visit im a8 well as his Gentile brothren,
Bt the manner in which he wmonrns tor tha demd is
difforent us vegurds ecrtain forins from that of the

lattor, who simply  buries his geicf in his own |

heart, and suffers it o exhibit itsell as little as
possible, The coffin is of the simplest construe-
tion, and ‘before the lid'is placed upon it, 4 I'n’tlu
carth, bronght from Jerusalem, is put in. I'he
ngargst refutives of the deceased approach in suc-
cesslon, and reqiiest phnluu ot'thg« (‘::(':C.M‘l! forany
offence they iy bave gived hin in Lis lifetime, and
a twvorshle recollection of thew i the world to
which ha Las dgparted,  The Rabbi then makes 0
slight eut. 1o the wpper pat of the garments of
ench, mourner, and towrs it shghtly, and tis gent
must ot be sown up till mnfter & certain number of
»
%a woman is allowed to uceompany the corpse
o ith Tast ‘resting plude, wo ihat the whiling of |
women, which bas chilled the hewt of every tra-
Yeller in the t, wnd which winy be heard even
in those islands at the antipodes where scareely p |
l,';.,‘,“"wply has set his foot, is never heatd here

B T Ceustom’ i stimes olseryved. on
A singular ¢ pton s sowmctimes obseryed o)
« - whun ‘t’hyw haxe been several deaths in

| comiort

[ 18 human natuve 1p its finest and purest type,

A stmilar tube is |

R 4
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bare ground in . a room :ﬂ‘mn to all. comers; not
even uehaugo of dress is permitted ;. and the omly
consolation ;which the afflicted can have during
this period is derived from the perusal of religious
booksjwhich cheer them wittrthe hope of mecting
Lhe deceased hetehftor. ' When thiy visit the syna-

mourning, a tonching reeeption i given them by the
congregation, who all arise as they enterand make

Adnovement towards them, the Rabbi uttering a |

short prayer that they may be comforted,. . Dusi-
ness way be attended to after the lapsc ofithe seven

days, but no amuscimicnt may be wduolged . in for |

thirty days thereafter ; and if the mourning be for
a father or mother this rule is to be obscrved for
W year.

In evecy day life the sexes are as mueh on an
equality as among other eivilized peaple, but in
rebigious matters the case is slightly ditferent. It
18 inacknowledgiment of this differenhee that the
Jew is to offer up the following short thanksgiving
along with his | daily prayers : *“ Dlessed art thou,
O Lord our God, king of the,universe, who hast
not made me a woman,” The female infant is
named i the synagogue, and that is the ouly cere-
mony towhich she is subjected.

- — -

From the Loundon Times.

THE BIBLE-WOMAN IN LONDOY,

A new feature has lately appeared in' the exer-
tions of henevolent persons among the distressed
poor, and on the lower strata of London life. The

Bible-woman is not merely a distributor of the | ,
| gatheted np here and there, about the shop,

3ible, as the name seems 1o indicate , but a distri
butor of all sorts of good things amoong the families
of the poor. She s sclected from the better in-
formed and Christian women of the lower middle
class. Sometimes she has risen from the very
(ll‘l'tllh of 8St, Giles’ lnu'isll In_\‘ the illsll'll!ll(‘li(:l“l)‘
of the city Ini\\inn:ll‘.\' or the Seriptare-reader, or
the district visitor, ' She receives 125, 6d. a week
for her services, She sets out every’ day to yisit
the sisterhood of ROTTOW, .\nll.rl'in;_; and poverty,
ostensibly and (“l'cx:ﬂy to introduce the. Bible,

| additionally and _practically to see what can be

done to ht"p the hc:lph:un, and say what can be said
to comfort the downcast,

| word oftéen does more to lift a wretehed mother

out of her misery than a donation of money or

clothes, uecdful in their place. The mere vulgar

philapthropist does not understand this ; he recog-
nises no value in anythiog he ocan’t handle, or
weigh, or mensure with a footrale; but kind
words spoken by howmely lips waken ecchoes that do

| not diey and inspive’ onergics iong luid prostrate

that vise up and walk,  The peculinr adaptation

of this movement lies in the fact that the visitor is |

& woman, and the objects visited are mothers and
wives,  The visitor 4s not a fine lmly, full of senta
mental benevolence, afenid of dirt and vulgaritios,

| and keeping well o the windward of sbjects of

her instruetion ; but one who haus also been in
overty and trouble, who has lost infants, and
Ln:-w not how to raise money to bury them

bad a husband and is g who wrestled
with poverty, and nakedness, and hunger, and can
tell what she fclt, and how she got out of it, or got
i it—* Quague vidi el
GUOVUTR pPUrs nagha fui"  Such T OSSR o knock-

widow

psa meserima
ing at the door of sickness must be welcome. It
'il\lh.;;
off its sympathy wnd sacrifices and sorviees to those
who rarely hicar a kind, snd never encouraging
word,

Sinee the institution of this new c¢lass of laborers
in the serviegs of sorrow and suff ring, about three
years ago, 27,000 Bibles have been sold amaong ll,“'
very poorest, The importance of selling, us dis
tinguishéd from giving, cannot- be exaggerated,
Bibles Il-_glnﬂ\ oL are ||j,_'h!|'. held lu_\ the poor,
What they receive gratis finds it way to the pawn

| brokoer nh('v[v inthe conrse of' a week or two, while

the book for whieh tlu-y have paicl 104, in weekly
lmll'[n'l.r«', is Fetalned” Alid valied as hard-earned
property, and nul.\ lr:ult"l with in the last extre
lnil\. It sceins to be the uhn’rl‘r:dl)‘ 0P rative
‘ I-m'mnung the poor that money raised by begging,
';unl “i‘ilvw I‘t'i't'i\rnl ;{l:lillilulwi_\ are nol \,’"ll(wl
| and nln'c"”}' squandered,  This is the common
experience of these Bibleswomen, and, we heliove,
thie experience of the various societies which have
thair labors towards the clevation und instraetion
| of the yery lowest, In London aloue, 160 Lible
| women arg ¥isiting the neglected poor from house
| o, house, pointing out rugged schoeols for their
L childeen, places of worship for their parents, cloth
Ling clubs, and mothers’ weetings, and all other
| means of ameliorating their lot, and above all, their
In improving the domestic condition and
i muanagement ol the homes of the poor thicse yisi
Ltoms have done incalonlable goud, It s eanily
! pl'uh.'d that the POOE pPisy. i hl“iu'r prige !lx.’ll‘l the
! vigh for everything they consnme,  They ave igno-
| raut of every elemeut of thrift aund _
| They Tive in filth and dwp, and wipid drying liven
[ on wet Hoors, The first vietins of t'lni‘i-'lui- 8 and
| first, owing to thelrexbimnstel constitutions, to sink
Labder its attueks, A diserect and sympathiziog
| Bible-womav—we ean wiiteé from personal know
: lwlgv shows the poor woinan where the best and
Cmast economieal sonp ean be bought, where fyel
e be hiad at u rowsonablo price. How easily good
SOUp cun be mnde st a veusonable conty nud the
rooin kept clean, dry, und swect, at no great ex-
penditare of lubor,

One offers n Blanket éntly in the geasin, 4s soon
as Lialf of the price of ig is paid in weckly P nnies,
and frocks and petticonts for the ehildean, cunt off
by the righ, are given as preseuts and rewards for
tidiness. | Lhe eftect of persistent Lrentment of this
sorbas soon appivent, I should never bo forgot-
ten that the poor mun thes to the ginshap, not
only beewuse he dikes gin, but beenuse e finds
there a gunli_;ht, a fire, a sanded flooy apd n NEWs-
paper. He ws'dviven from Lioms by iln!im:mnﬁ.rls
and drawn to ﬂu:ginuhup by fiur Toss ulgm-“ulmblc
attipctions than. gin. Lt s on this aceeunt that
we entinob rely lor Mieerention of teniporate ludlntn
on the pledges and presoriptions of teetotal societies,
bot on the inereascd comfort, eouverience, and
‘eerivtiness of the poor mm'shome, Phe wife and
mothe® makes hoine,  What she is it beeonivs,
Ter Lemper, tidiness, and ecpnomy are j!n very u'il',
juu(.ligla , wud warmith,  Oun her the Dible wowan
acts with a force and a success whigh  po othyr

[ homes,

ceongmmy,

e fumily witivin ashort pesiod. A padlock is
locked and: itthie grave and the key tirown |
the “buimg 10 deluy the -omr:‘m of |
' A ) o,

‘?;W tl"’:m-ml of i |

,;","If"_‘ ey
'ﬁ"’s’e.’wyﬂwm”

it iniontal i b reachiody and thirough her on
obildren and fulliers with a  pormpience ais -

ssibd to dispute.  We havo wo debivs 1o ques-
tioy, fay from h, the vadie of (hie Tnbors of thiv (-h'y

hsionary.  Ho s first anil réiing 1ongest where
M aud Jt{‘cvoﬂ and fgnoranee rolgh, iﬁlt, vieaws

4 Bogue, during the contintbiiee” of these “divs of |

It must be obvious to |
| overy  vefleeting mind thata tree and eheering

who |

| tenmiplate its mysteries |

| by, andoare not afrwid,

| Fatler, save g from this hour ™ —then seciing

:
:

:

:
:
:
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| ing the action of the Bible-women on'domestic and
 social Tife, vegurding it as ‘& meaus of raising the
poor. from  the dunghill and setting them, not ine
deed among pringes, but ameng the decencies of the
earth, we hold the- mission of'the Bible woman to
be w practieal, comprehensive and effective agency.
It secures an entrancé inaccessible to others, It

| makes the sale of the Bible a pioneer to a many- |

! sided and kindly influence, It receives a welcome
| which woran full of sympathy will always reecive
| from woman full of sorrow. 1t supplies a link long
| lost, ind ocenpies a field long uneglected, and we
hope it will receive an eneouragement and support
long withheld.

———— D @ Wit mr——

FIRST MELTED,THEN MOULDED.

mechanical, as well as in the natural world, by study-
ing which we may, grow wiser and better, ~ * Fipst
welted, thea moulded,” broke from our lips not
long since in an iron foundry, while watching the
workmen preparing for a * cast.”

The roar of the bellows and the erackling ‘of the
fire were almost deafening. The men were bugy pre-
| paring Jadles to receive the melted'metal ; glitter-
| ing sparks were flving from' some uncovered
| orifice n the “ cupola,” and all was activity und
watehfulness,

We had searcely taken a position of security
from the sparks, when one of the wien-—into whose

| head an ¢egonomical thought seems to have arisen— |

| seized a shovel, and commenced scraping up frag
| meuts of cindry iron scraps and small pieces
[ knocked from (‘H'\“ll‘r[.\. These he threw into the
open mouth of the blazing fornade s "then' 'he
| broken griddles; superavnuated  plongh-shares,
noscless tea-kettles, spiders,”” whose haudles had
! <ll'l».‘lll|':‘ :
| buttle with servants  and fire, with holes in their
| capacions bulge that no solder could wend ; and
s0 almost every broken iron thing that would
| naturally be found in snch a place., These follow-
¢d the scraps into the capacious furnace, and
finally, to give a finish Yo the whole, hi¢ laid Lold
of'a ‘huge piece of ronnd iron, lugged it to the
| seaftold, and, with "the help of others, at length
| threw it in aléo,

Then we gained a sight down the throat of the
fiery furnace, aud there were all these strange
waterials hogging ench  other in the ¢losest inti-
macy, and silently  melting away in the embrace,

The eall of the watehful master-workman broke
our reverie. The tap was plunged into the fur,
nace, the melted metal u)mutm! forth into the la-
dék, and was quickly shi¢d into monlds prepared
for it whence we saw It 500N emerging in many
forms of usefulness and beauty—* first melted,
then mounlded,” L

Ihen oar thonghts were turned to our Church,
and as we looked through it we could only think
of the vast amount of materinl wnused and nn
honored, A minister looks over his cirenit, and
what does hie see?! Some unsccountably fallen,
and Iying in the dirt; some, that when in their
true positions, carried precious burdens

hearts
full of love for God and man; but now with great
sin-holes, incapable of emrrying sympathy or feeling
love.  Perlmps he finds one u special weight, like
the muwieldly mass of iron, in the way of all good
things, opposed to all Christinn CNLerpriso—mn
drag, nlmost a curse to the Chureh, And the
mister s hambled atnl cast down, ns he looks
al the condition of things, . What will cure all

this ! Nething showt of melting, then all can be J
Hl"‘il""‘l. ¢ !
Is not this what many of us w ant! My

|»l'ul|u'l', .\ ol 1]('4'“1 _\UHIH(‘“: nlwc'iu”.\‘ llllil““!"l Ibn'l'
sOme one posinon, and no other—that nvery /ll_'/’l
one.  You need melting : after that you may be
mounlded nte God’s working-tools, or his ornu
ments, a8 Lhe shall please,
tronbled with the hemrtache about being appreci
ated, and this makes them j«‘:tlt:ll\, Criti ub and
St hn-lmg towards eancls olliel : Um_y must ha
great stations, great attentions, or they feel they
cannot labor fregly, Well, “melting” will curg
the heartache, and * moulding” will fit thew for
1'"irit'|||'.\‘ anvw here inthe t'il.\ or the w iderne N,
Is not this great operation the need of the Church ?
Does she not weed melting into one spirit, and
mouldiog into the image of hor Redecmer ¢

Let us ask our * Refiner” ¢

et us us a Choreh, |
and andividually, untily v the fire and mould of |
las spirit, we shall bear the inage of the heaven
Iy " New Connexion Mugazine ‘

What Christinn heart but theills |

Shall we dare con-
We glance for I)c-rlllin~|
|

Gothsemunoe !

with emotion at the name!

slon to do so to l|u~ cye of our Mun!rl'. anud see it
beut upon us, not in frowning reproof, bt in ten-
der loving, encouragement, Yes; He who suf-
lered thore is our dearest, best Friend, We love
“ Parfect love  casteth
Yet a solemn wwe stonls over onr :
spirits, as we approach the hallowed spot. -~ Of the |
few words uttered by ‘your Master there,” which

hiave cone down 1o 18, Hone sedin More touching
than these—* Now is my soul troubled, sud what
shall L nayf  Vather, save, me from this hour!
Yot dor this camse ¢amno | unto this hour !  Fa-
ther, glorify Thy nwme!” We see here *the man
Chriet Jesus," shrinking, as even' His human na-
tre st slivink from the weight of woe impending
over him, vaising his voige ju im))lm'ing agony—

!
!
:
|
'
1
!
!

. )
out’ fear)”

to récall the prayer,—* Yet for this cause came 1 |
utto this hour!” and, in sublie subimission-— |
* Futher, glorify thy natse 1™

Bolovedin the Lord ! can we not all veeall
hoirs when, from the inmost 'depths of our souls,
~=shallow wro those depths compnred to - His, we
have said, “Now is my soul troubled, and  whit
shall L say I—whew we know not how to. ruply |
to the loving inquiry of our  Mustery heard ovel |
them—* What will ye that 1 shall do uuto you
O, i every sueh hour, let our tosscd und trovbled
spivits find heve fipn anchorage,  In hamble imj- ]
tation of onr Master, let us puay, * Father glority
thy ame I Aud oven to us shall come the res-
ponse, clearly, audible to the ear of faith, and
weetly southing to the distracted spirit=* L havc
both glorified t‘t. and - will glorify it again.”—
Watr}a‘ maw and [Leflector,
. .-

Ac;;ovuu rou E"r’lﬁryug. 2 Wheh the'nrv. My. T
once heard an i cllestingly say, 1 always spens
the Sunday in 4&*:“&.‘{;‘* l?sy fcﬁonie,l'i," that ,\{'nel?:hlc
minister turned rounsd and said, in accents of solem.
Ly weror 4o be fargotten, * You may G, sir, that
L g, of Judgment into by spept,in exacily the

saiue manner |

Lessons of profit may sormctimes béfonnd in the ;

Iu:lh, w hose |t';:‘x had been lost in the |

Nome ninisters are |

e 10
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USES OF AFFLICTION.

Aflliction is i to prove, to purify, and to
rrepate,. i @ Mo 4

(1.) Metals proved by being cast into the furnace :
it is discovered to be genuine or the reverse. Throw
wood, hay, or stubble into a furnace, and it will be
instantly consumed ; but throw gold, silver, or pre-
cious stones into the furnace, and their character
will be therchy detected. Thus it is with affliction.
It is the furnace which serves to detect the wood,
hay, and stubble from the precious metal: what is
false in profession is sure to be detected by affliction.
Trials serve to manifest what is genuine and what
counterfeit. They act the part of a furnace, to test
and to try the reality of the profession.

(2.) The furnace is used to purify. Tt consumes
| the alloy, and leaves unharmed the pure metal: it
| burns up the dross and leaves that which is not
| dross the more bright and beautiful. Aflliction
| serves this purpose to the believer, Oh, how pow-
f1-rf'ull_\' does it often scem to melt down a proud or

| rebellious will ; to consume the remains of self:

righteousness ; to burn up a censorious spirit, and to
| leave instead a meek, submissive, humble, charitable
| disposition ! Tt is beautiful to observe how the
| believer is purified by affliction ; how the sternness
i and ruggeduess of disposition which may have before
{ characterized him, become exchanged for gentleness
and smoothness of temper; how a glow of wmoral
| loveliness often .\ll'lln‘h with radiant elearness over the
| whole character of one who has been plunged into
| the Turnace of affliction.  "Then,

(8.) The furnace is used to prepare, The iron must
| be softened, in order thatit may be moulded and bent.
| Thé coarse sand, apparently possessing no capability
of being turned to any nseful account, being melted
: by the heat of the furnace, is transformed into a
| substance of beauteous transparency, capable of
reflecting all that is Tovely in earth or sky, and lend-
ing itsell fresh beauty “and magnificence to the
monarch's palace or the noble’s hall. So human
natare, when thrown into the furnace of affliction,
IT the sanctifying grace of the Spirit be there, it win
come forth (howsoever unsightly when first thrown
in) glorious and lovely, reflecting ‘beauties more
exquisitely charming than nature’s richest splendours,
whether in the canopy above, or upon the ground
beénenth.  Aflliction prepares and qualifies for Divine
service and for the Divine presence.  Once the erown
of many thorns was placed on the brow which
wears to all eternity the many érowns of glory. The
white-robed gaints who sweli the everlasting song and
wave the palm-branch, eame out of great tribulation :
théy were purified in the furnace of trial,

Murmur not, beliover, at thy trinls and thy con
flicts. AMiction is the school for glory : by the cross
When he hath tried me,
proved ‘me, purified me, and prepared me, 1 shall
| oome forth as gold.

is the way to the crown,

-

ITALY AND ROMANISM,

Few localitics

in the environs of Rome

beautiful, and bave so many historical, personal,

are so

and its wighbourhood, Distant from Rome but
| fourteen wiles, and nearer to l]n" scu, and yet
twelve hundred feet t‘llill' above the
reach of the miasma of the (,'umpn;_'lm at all times

“losé by the remarkable aud most beantifol lake
of Albano

nbove it

it enfoys every advantage of pure air,
wide prospects, charming walks and drives, and
sutlicient socicty for those who prefer quiet in the
sttpioer, - As one stands just above it, on Castle
l Gondolpho (the pope’s smmmer home), the scenes
wronnd. bim are enchantiog, and all alive with
| associntions for the student. Before bim the
é sloping hills, clothed with vines, and olives, and
| fig-trees, and the far-spreading Campagna (who
| first called it desolate ‘) beautiful as Areadia, with
: its golden grain, in the widst of which an Ay
of reapers, with their white tents, ean be discern
ed i and beyond them the blue Mediterranenn,
and Rowe in the distanee, looking hike a great
iant, with St. Peter's for its head, sleeping in the
sub,  dmmediately. below bim, at the depth of
five hundred foet, the deep luke nssuiucs every
variety of buc on s ground of blue, from  the

| Wooded Dapks, the flonting clouds, and the shifl
L ing  sunshin

y nnd above it, swells

the groeen
.\lnllll' (‘n\u‘ the g'l'ulhl

' gathcring-place for the
AlDan tibes, centiuries beford Romulus was born ;
and still beyond to the eant, the masses of the
Apennines, in pleturesque groups, and with the
peculiar bronzed aspeet which only an Italiae sk
sheds over monntwins, o such a scene, it s
ditlicult, for the moment, to think of sickness,
sorvow, mnid death ; wod one is able, botter than
b to understand that shudder which runs
through elassical literature, at the thought of leay
ing this warm bhuwman life, and flitting into the land

4";.41"

j of shadows and" ' of nhtl»ingnv».

And yetsociety 1880 constituted in these lovely
scones, and has becu for ages, that probably as
much of mental anguish, and as littde of Leart
rest, have been experiguced in this neighbonrhood

for the lest thonsand years, as in any portion of |

the world, Even the rveligion of the land, with
all its boustful promiscs of peace, introduces new
clements of woe, T am struck with the fact that

Lin the Romish religion there seems to be nothing

of that present expevience of religions joy wuud
prace which pervades our worship, and  breathes
thrangh many of our hiymuns and anthoms.  Ko-
manistn points  always to the suture for Joy, und
even then cannot promise that it shall be reached
except over wide seas of purgatoial fire, Her
picties i churches over altars are all in this

spinit.. There ave some skotchos of future bliss, |

but far more of a gloomy, painful, and even re-
voltitg eharacter, ' "Theve wre none which depiet
A present and hn? y Chistian life eonnected with
duties in the world, and with the joy and pegce of
bome and of huwau relutions, Ter bighest ideals
of picty wre all inseparably connggted with pain—-

the erucifixion of the aflections, which Christ came |

to sanctify and direct and not to enmdicate, 1hvir
best music sounds like the wailing of souls in
purgntory. 1 have heard somo of the joyful
praims of “David sing at vespers as if they  were
thie utteran se of despair. * The droning recitation
of the priests, has o weary, caveless half mocking
tone, ns ifdinuplmnmmzut and despair had hard-
ened into indiforgnee,  Bo far ns their services
ave not & mere muoiacry avd vitual deilly they
are depressing even to the spectstor, who neither
enters 1to their spirit, nor mourng oversheir cor-
‘ruptions,  1h¢ and micn of those worship-

pers who ar¢ really in ehrnest & ‘always that! of

lu)lhnlugh ul, and lmrtn‘ul. WesOCIALIODS us .\“;ullu !

e el el
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| pai” ()f l!l'“itl'n(‘(‘ r“r _\;“ :““l never ",f j,..\“ ;|n(l ’ f‘!\"("“ mhhiniﬂh-ring stimulants to thc moribﬂ"d H

| ent filinl relation, '
| he promises of superior religions peace and |
:jn_\‘ which Kome constantly addresses to Protes- |
| tants, is the most false of all her fulselioods. One,
1 indeod, who craves peace of conscience without
| spiritual life, will find it only when lis conscience
| is bennmbed i and the sincere and truly spiritual I
' mind will find that Rome has cheated his soul into
tortures by the very doctrines that promised |
| peace. The gloom of Romanism, as I see it here,
| n its chosen seat~-a gloom no more dispelbed by |
its theatric splendour, and its fireworks, and its
incessant ringing of bells, and its accompamment ;
of guns fired off in connection with the more |
solemn parts of the seevice, than private gorrow
is by hurry, and noise, and dissipation—this gloom
of Romanism strikes me now as ite most marked
characteristic. Oh ! how does it all seem |
in comparison with those blessed services at home, |
when a whole congregation stands up and®oins |
in such hymns as, *T6 our Redeemer's glorions
name " and to our thronged Sundav-schogls, |
where asecend from sweet ohildish voices such
gind and  grateful songs as, * Joy fully, joyfully,
onward we move!” My heart ached for those
blessed sanctuaries on Sunday last,

ln »wr
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PROGRESS.
It is a trite remark that we live in a remarkable
The

o s
| bas made more progress in the last fifty years than

period, yet every day develops marvels

in the

previous two centuries, Shoald we blot out

memory ol most of our readers, it would seem that
| some demon power had swept us back to the dark
| ages

1, jm/ul It"//a’u‘r', in all its forms of llYl]llj’ for

| shoes, clothing, engine hose, carriage springs, and

; the innumerable other w ays in which it has now be

{ come one of the necessities of l‘i\l“l.l(iﬂll, Was un

marks in the days of our childhood,

2. The Daguerreotype, Many of us can remem

bor the day when Daguerre compelled the sun to

turn portrait painter, We remember the wonder

| nounced that the French philosopher, in his labora
| : :
| tory, had constrained the sun to be his nimble servi

to the canvas, And now this art is ever increasing

and expanding, Daguerreotype, Ambrotype, Photo
| graph! What would the world do without them ¥
! '“M"\' Q'ln'u Hish every lmun' n |‘:uln|n' ulnl .\Ilu'll-'.l
: Love, :l;!'lli'.\’.!ll. science, art, are alike dependent

What

a dark day would envelop our homes, were this one

| upon their beautiful and accurate delineations

art to become extinet

3, Steawn ; a8 a motive power for boats, cars, ma

«'|nm|.. the most potent agent of civilization on this
! “III'H‘

this majestic power has all risen up within

Ilf‘l_y Y Qurs What s lmuu.lntlun ible amount of
the labor of the world is now ac omplished by this,
but recently discovered agent .\Ln-) animals have
become extinet during past ages

| derful

Suppose the won
steel,

whose provi nder i “ll"” should lellll‘ll‘,\ cease his

"

iron hul\o-. \\||u\u

sNews are und

neighings in our valleys ; and the rumbling of his
| cars of pleasure and of traflic no longer bg heard
along our iron roads—how could we bear the loss ?
“'hul Fll'llll'l wWe 111) were .~'ld||\'l|')‘ r\t‘l) teamer Lo
'll\ul»]wur_ every steam engine Lo cease its movements
and all knowledge of this motive power to be annihi
Inted ¥

was the state of the world

And yet only a short fifty years ago, such

4. Labor saving Machines, for all the arts, for all
industry, plowing, planting, reaping-—for everything
which engrosses human hands, bave been multiplied
to » degree of which few have a copiception Con
sdider for a mowment the wammoth printing  press

large as an ordinary sized two-story house ; throw

ing ofl three handred printed sheets ina minut

Without this marvellons

power of the press, modern

civilization could not maintain its hold. But for this
newly developed instrument for diffusing know ledge,
Christianity could not move as now, on the wings of
Bibies, tracts, und the varied productions of Christian
genius,  And yet all these marvels have been accom
plished in one short half eentury

b, The T: /l{,’/':l//,l This is the miracle of the pre
The I",.'L!ni‘ KIS

sent age serzed by

the genius of

.\ll"‘ RRTON

are transmitied for thousands of miles, with rapidity

man and compelled to be his errand Loy

exceeding the Hight of time,  See that slender wire

running along the air over the road side, That wire
is freighted with the messages of love and death, with
the secrets of cabinets, the orders to armi #, the com
wissions of trade, and conveys them with velocity
utterly ingonecivable, like the lHghining's flash or the
sunbeam's glance, The tels graph has become alimost

a8 essentinl to modern cividization as the alr we

| breathe, 'And yet most of our readers can remem
ber when the Hrst telegram flashed ncross the wires
What a diy

The patient with wmangled Ymb s put
asleap, The knife

muscies, tendons and nerves ;

6, Painlens operationg iu Suirgery
covery !
quietly cuts  keenly through
the saw grinds its way
through the bone—and still the patient, all uneon
L aclous of suffering, sleeps like n babe, He awankes to

find himself comfortably in bed, the dreaded opera
tion performed, and the wound dressed, Hardly a
| third of a century has passed since this great marvel

burst npon the world

There are vast changes now golng on, and with
| every Inereéasing rapidity in all (hose great moral |
God s
t'lupfn.\ ilbg two great armied, the waterial and the in-

agencies which have mwoulded the world,

tellgetunl, for the accomplishment ‘of this work: |
' Steam  ‘and religlon eobperate,  Gunpowder and |
| Biblés, Cavalry and misslonaries, |

3
The steamboats and |
railroads, and martial wrodies of Englund, Prance and

Heathenlsm is fast vanl Whing.

| Russia are crowding in upon lodia and Clina, and |

| God is directing their right deeds and overruling |

world |

the progress which the world has made within the

| the pontiff is broken.

peace, and assurance offorgiven sin—ofa perman- | but the death struggle will soon bo over.

The Papacy : the papacy of the dark ages, which

| erected and demolished thrones ; which held emperors

as vassals, which was the great despotism of earth,

grasping prince and peasant alike in its iron clutch,
{ and darkening all Christendom with its abominations

~that Papacy has perished for ever. The seeptre of
Italy, like one of the gennii of
the Arabian tales, bas suddenly arisen, a spirit of
beauty and diberty, bearing upon’ her fair'brow, the

talismanic words, a free pulpit, a free press, and

| free men,

Slavery ! its doom is sealed. It is struggling in its
last convulsions, and uttering its last hideous cries.
A brighc day is evidently to succeed the long, long
night of gloom. - Exchange Paper.

—
THE WORK OF GOD IN FRANCE.

Quiet unpretending works are springing up in
various places. In Paris some mouths back two
Sunday-school teachers thonght they wonld try to
do gm.n| to afew idle children in the purliens of the
capital,  They began to meet them ou one of the
boulevardes, and when winter came on gathered
them in a room lent for the purpose, At Christ-
mas they prepared a little treat for them, and
when l|n"\' l'wlnv\tml lln-irsnpvrintvlul«-nt. o come
and see, he found tw enty five children who counld
answer his Scriptove questions very satisfactorily,

Sometimes the Christian's  heart is rejoiced at
finding unexpectedly not only a harvest where he
thought but to sow. but active ceadjutors in his
work. T'ake the following example :

A lady, who devotes muach time to the distribus
tion of tracts, was giving them on a country rond a
She lofe a hittle knot of
working men, with whom she had engaged in

few leagues from arvis,

conversation, to offer a tract to a w ageoner who
was passing with his team,  He looked at it, stop-

| ped s horses, and said, “Do you give e this

L
out of love to Jesus ™ + Yos,”

she I't'lvlim‘, and

known, for any other pyrpose than to erase penecil | after a few more words he took her hand between

his, grasping it as a brother in Christ. He then

| drew his moncy bag and begged as a favour she

would accept ln.m contributions to her work— two
franes! She dechined, but he Prt'»t'd ", It'“ing

| her it was to the Lord he gave 1t and not to her,
which .'-lrl‘l‘ud over Christendomm when it was an.

and that she could not refuse.
A few davs later, as she was again_talking with

| some labourers on the road, he passed a second
[ tor, transferring, with lightning's flash, the features

| the service of his ]I"i\\('lll.\ l"ullu-r.

time, and I\'rnglni.-ml her, She asked Lim to MY
a word for his Saviour to the men to whom she
was speaking ;s he did so, and related his own con«
version.  He had  been employed’ in a factory,
where, among the nomerous hands, was a young
man whose pious mother had given him her large
Bible as her dying bequest, laving upon him the
mjunction never o part with e, The young man
wasted his substance in riotous living, and, at
last, had nothing left but his mother’s book. One
-l‘tb\ he eame 1nto the work-room 'lnll“llg up the
gilt-edged handsome volpme, and offering it to any
one who would pay six franes for it!  Our friend
took it without knowing what it was— he was then
# Roman Catholic—and opened it on a text which
God applied to his heart.  He put down the six
trancs, and secured the treasnre. I'assage alfter
pussage of the Holy Book blmku to hiw i n way
that never man had spoken, and he found ulu-
wately peace and joy through believing.

Lhe workmen who heard this agcount given in
onginal style, and a companied by striking re-
marks, were rivels ||, SOINEG Were In Ltenrs, ;uu{‘nuu
exclaimed, T have been hesitating some time, but
from henceforth T am decided to be on God's side !

News of the Churches

HAVELOCK'S PRAYER TENT.
‘\lm.\ l'“'l'l" CxXClusoe ”Il'lll\l'l\(‘.\ flnlu (;U«I'H Ser-
viee for want of time, T apprentice does ; the
school bov in the termtime does ; the

man at his workshop ; the mother with he large
fumily miound her,

hurrm

Generul Havelock, that distinguished goeneral
i India, whose wisdom and bravery did so much
o put n stop to the eruel and Mnml) muting of
the Bepoys, never made this excuse to get nid of
He Lad Lime,
ninong all the lmll) and worry of camnp hife, to
make the business of religion the first business.
He found time, Heé did not believe God evel |'Ht
men i Inml-\ where llw_\' counld not serve “Illl.

| He was & man of prayer, and he found time te

pray ; not only to |.l"\ by hiwself, but with his
men.  Among his cump baggage was a prayug
tent, the biggest one he had, and this he nsed to
piteh at the stations, and bhold prayeriangetings in
i, and read the precious Word of God to his
rnl‘lh I'S.

He knew well if there was a class of men in the
world toat needed the comforts and the |n-|l» of the
Lord Jesus Christ, it was soldiers. Aund ninany a
poor soldier found how sUperior was |u-nvt~n|y
service over anything the Queen of England gould
offer.  In the hurvied and awful marches which
General Havelock and his regiments were forced
to make in the late war, he arose two hours before
bim men, in wrder to have time to pray. I they
were to begin their march at six o'clock in the
morning, bhe Was up at four, If the CANp  was Lo
break up at four, he was up at two. And there
were no .-ul-|h'ta ) l'lullllnl. aml fuilllflll ill tlllly “un
General Havelock's,

b E .

SoME GOD MUST BE PRAYED T0.-~A man of great
learning aud talents, but an unbeliever, was travelling
in Manilla. He was escorted by u native of rank ',
und as they were about starting, the native, with the
refined politeness which characterizes the Orientals,
requesied the white stranger to pray to his God,

This was probably the only thing he could have
been asked to do without being uble to comply ; and
on his declining, the vative said, * Well, some God
must be prayed to; ¥o you will excuse me if 1 pray
to mine,"

“ Full many & shaft ot vandom sent
Finds wark the archer never mesnt.”

And so it was in this cose.  The unbeliever was

rebuked by the heathen ; and the wan of selence,

who had gone there in gaest of natural euriosities,

! | - i "
| their bad ones, to be cobperative powers with (he | Pelwrned, having found the * poarl of great price,

preachers of the ecross of Christ,  Heathenisn

| His next visit is 10 be with the wissionaries to preach

has |

not a tithe of the relative power it had, when the | Ghrist,

| present century eoimmenced,

Natural affection, scif-denia), and even the loss of

Mohammedanism, fity years ugo, was s bully, u | life italf, Is the test of Uhrist's followers.  The love

U'prize fighter,—With museles like steel, and nerves
like whipeord, and a spirit as deflant as Lucifer,
Now Mohdmmedanism is u poor old wan, blind, deaf,

paralysed, dying  Clalstianity vits pityingly by its

of life is ome of the strongest feelings in (he human
breast; but if we would be faithful to Ohrist, even
this will be cheer fully saerificed in his cnane. Rev, vi.
O=11; Aots xx. 24 i
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