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JOUN BUNYAN.

[From the Christian Cabinet.)

John Bunyan was boru in 1628, at Elstow, a |
village near Bedford, and was he said, “ of a low, |

inconsiderable generation,” for of his “ father's
house,” he added, * being of that rank that is the

meanest and most despised of all the families in |

the land,” and this saying is the principal evidence
on which persons believe that he belonged to the

gipsy race, bat at the peviod of his birth his |
parents were settled inhabitants of the village |

pamed, wot apparently distinguished fromYheir
neighbours, except in so far as they appear to
have been more ntelligent and orderly than some
of the pcoplu ground or of lilhtuw, and to have
held education in esteem, for the boy was carly
sent to school, and the chareh has reason of grati-
tude in the circumstance that be learned to write.
His school days soon passed, away and he was sot
to his father's lusiness, as a tinsmith. Many

writers prefer the term * tinkler,” but the elder '
Bunyuu appears to have been settled as a trades- |

wnan of Elumw, who I;l'ub;lhiy Mll)plli:-] Bedford,
in part at least, with his class of wares. Bunyan
has given a bad character of Lis youth in his own
writings, but there is no reason for supposing him
to have been an atrocious sinner, guilty of great

crimes, or even of any crime in the eye of the |

world, He felt all evil to be exceeding sinful, in
}n'ugrm of yewrs, and he

wmbled low at the

of squandered time, of base thonghits, and wicked

was cast down and

words, and great irregularity ; vet he seemns to |

have been always an hounest man, whose sins
were directed agaiust himself chiefly, except in the
Ecuitculml meaning, ** Against thee, thee ouly,
ave I sinned.” At all periods of his life Lic la
boured hard under the burden of sin. W rong
doing did not come to him easily. He had to
steuggle with a tender conscience, that never got
quite seared, Perhaps the case might be placed

correctly, but differently, by saying that sin even |

in Bunyau's youth was a struggle against the in
tluence of the Spirit, for he was a selected person
to whom was committed a great work,

Some of Bunyanw's biographers have described
his boyliood and youth m different terms. Ih
“)'Iulul, W hll pn;fa«:c Lo “llllyan'u \tul'Ln, Culls
him *“the tinker of Elstow, a practical atheist, a
worthless, contemptible infidel,” with many mor
hard titles ; but they seem to be erroucously

bestowed, for that Bunyan was & Sabbath breaker, |

in common with the other Elstow

we doubt not ; that he was fond of out-doos gauines |
and sports is probable ; but in their own place they |

need not necessarily be sinful ; that he was greatly
addicted to the use ul'luumlu: luhguugt: cannot b

questioned, and so far as this sin may be decined |

gvidence of contemptible nfidelity or practical
stheism, we must admit the accuracy of thos
epithets written by D Kyland, and which ar
not in any other sense true.  Buuyan was a Sab
bath Lreaker, a profune swearcr, a rough idies
often, und to some extent he was a drunkard, but
he was not a licentions person, and so far from
bciug an atheist or aw infidel, he had a deep fea
of the future, constituting the horrer of intervals
i sinfulness, while he scems always to have enter
tained a certain degree of religion, and trembled
to hear oaths from a man repated to be religious.

He notices some natrow es apes from drowning
but such events occur in every life, if they wer
noticed, Nearly évery reader has been at som
time apparciotly on the very edge of cternity
close up to the judgment seat. Bunyan noticed
these facts as special mercies, and so they are as
distinguished from the common mercies of daily
life, but they are comwon 1o all wen.

During the civil war, John Bunyan joined the
Parliament army, and be appears to have served
at the battle of Naseby, while he was undoubted!s
at the sicge of Leicemer, although he did not
aequire eminence as a soldier; and secins o Lave

soon obtained his discharge, for while he could |

ouly have been in bis seventeenth year, ut the sicge
of Leicester, which occurred i
Elstow, and bis fricnds were contris g & malrriage
tor b, 1 the hope of rendering him  steadic
thereby, while he was not yet ninetecn yeurs of
age; and as his Friconds felt so mueh. interest in
kis future carcer, we infer that there bad been
go0d points of character visible in Dr, Kyland's
most gtrocious sinner, who marvied, while scarcely
nineteen years old, an estimable, and * very virtu
ous lUVHIg and cuulullul»l_\' obedient and ulol:vr;nn;‘_'
yYoung woman of Lis own neighbourliood, born
of guud, hounest, godly parents, who had instrocted
ber s well as they wele able in the ways of truth

winl saving knowledge.”  The nuviral supposition

is that this young womman so well instructed did |

not despair of John Bunya’s future when she con
sented to become his wife, They had no weans
whatever, and the Inarnage, according to common
oF o modern dlea, must bave been impradent.

Mrs. BUM)’DH lmmghl A dowry of two books 1o
her bushand, and they weve all the property that |

bad beew left to lu';' l:)’ her tuther, of whom
shie bore the following testimony :—That he was

* wgodly iman,” whose life was * strict and Lioly in |

his days, both in words and decds,” and Sho
“reproved and corvected vice, both 1 lis bous
and among his neighbotns.”  Bunyan loved and
respected his wife, sud these narratives regarding

her father induced him to aim at some l‘l:f'ul‘m.!
aud he read the books, entitled * The Plain Man's |

Vathway to Heaven,” and the * Practice of Piety
while under the inﬂuﬁwc of his “ good and geutle
wife,” he saught to subdue one sin after another,
in the hope. of tins getting rick of them, but this

lan is never suceessfl, and 50 Bunyun rather foll

ack 1o the great discouragement, we may believe,
of his wife, ot from bis practice of profane swear-
ing be wus turned by hicaring a Yemale, who ulso |

was addicted to this vice, tell a weighbour that he '

alone wus sufticient to spoil a village.  He doter

THE INTELLIGENCER, s

remembrance of many sius, |

young men, |
¢ e

1745, he was at |

We might not suppose that he
| was ignorant of the history and mname of our
| Baviour, On the contrary, he had commenced to
i talk of religion ; to be a disputant, perhaps even
| o recommend the faith, and he had Mrs. Bunyan's
! books, and above all, Mrs. Bunyan's conversation,
|

| salvation on the sole condition of the gospel, and
; as he was withess he went about to"establish his
| own righteousness.

His enlightenment is ascribed to a conversation
which he heard one day while pursuing his calling
| in the strects of Bedtord, between two or throe
| women, members of the Baptist Chorch, who were
mindful of the old statement, “ they that feared
the Lord spoke often one to another,” and Bunyan
marvelling much at their peace of mind, would
often retiin to share their conversation, until at
last he was induced to call on M. Gifford, the
pastor of the Baptist Church, Now this man had
been all that |, “_\ land ilnimh'a to John “HH.\ an

all, or nearly all—and he could comfort that
| ioubled soul by directions to the fountain, where
his own sins had been washed away from his con-
science 3 but his visitor did not so easily find peace
‘ mn in-iwnug, forif he ever crossed into the dark
shadow of infidelity, it must have been towards
this tiine, when he was to and fro ina
troubled sca of Hlbilll'lllh, concermng ¢lection and
anti-nomianism ;. and many other doctrines which
! I.h'mll_\ became to him lwemptations,

tossed

Johin Ban-
van's experiences at this period of his life warn us

ngainst too casily M)l:lumilr_{ that 1t ln‘itill'itil

casy thing to tarn away from sin and become a
saved siuner. Few Christians will ever probably
have to nlu]t'l;u the experiences of the author of
the “ Pilgrim’s Progress;” for he was to be gra
;rlu-xsl) and l:l'u\hh:nllu“\ l‘il-tli“\“‘ ".‘ these ex
! pericnces as he was gqualified by natural genius to
| discharge a noble work, yet the history of his spiri
tual trials and troubles 1s well caleulated to check
alike despair and presumption.  He dide not find
: After he had found it he was again
{Illhlhlll\:d by many mental temptations and vain
!

:

peace easiy,
liumglnl.ﬁ. The congnest of the great cnemy
! llh ln'llwi wWas lln; lulnnll nl' Years, ’“nm: Ycoars,
! hn\n'\n‘l', enriched the mind that conceived the
! most remarkable of the Ill::lnl)il'ul lwn;Ls i oul
language.

| John Bunyan became a member of the Baptist
church in 1983, in the usual manner, being then
i his twenty-fifth year. Three years afterwards
Mr. Gifford was removed h) death, and the church
requested Bonyan 1o act as exhorter, which seems
to have been then considered among them a dil
ferent oflice from the pastorate, for a Ml Burton

| Was « hosen to the |n.u~luml uh.uj,;' of the COngIe
| gation, although Bunyan had acquired popularity
| as a preacher,

The oflice of exhorter or evangelist brought no
| inerease to Bunyan's meauns, and he provided for
his family In his ol:all_\ l.l':m.nl.\. “t 1'.\1"'“"!,1 o
some oppositionfrom *doetors, priesis and Mv_."hl»\
landowners” and also from the people  called
“ Quakers.,” The latter class induced him to write
his first book entitled * Som ‘nnln'l Truths” v
specting *the Divine and Humau Nature of Chirist
Jesus,” As was common in those times the book
has a long title; bat its object is siated in the
words gquoted, It caused a controversy which
continned  for some time, agd produced several
publications and rejoinders.

In 1657 he was indicted

the assizes

his trial at
, on the charge of prea |1|l-; the I.'.,-i,.]

Lo meel

It was a strange charge to be brought even so fai
i the days

ermment, and 1L was quashed,

as an indictiment of Cromwell's QZov
Bunvan at this time
was 1 los thirtiethh vear, and the last seven years
|u‘Hml ol severe, mental, and
He had forgotien thi
educational a -‘Hlll menis of his s '.‘nul-l;l}h, andl he
| had to renew them. sarily
l-‘-‘llHl"l BOING preparation, and he waus also en

must have been a
H;L\m..u labour. slender

His discourses nect
gaged in his hiterary and theological works, yet
hig family were not neglected ; and he had means
| secured to I:ll“l and In' ‘:H.\Il, nllhnu;i. counlbrovel

sial books eirculating in a hmited locality, would
scarcely pay paper and printing,

Bunvan's first wife died
and before his Huprisonment,

soon after this event

VIIIH’.\' In.tll Lwo BOLS
| ahidd Lwo Jmug‘ol‘ rs who survived hq r, anhd ong ol
[ the dnu,_'hh is was blind,  The father's attachment
‘ to his blind n’.ul_’l;lcl has bed n rendered the sub
Juek of a fine historical painting —representing her
| visit to bim o Bedtord jail,  His own words are
[ ore .xlt'a-wlmg than any painting, where he wrote
* poor child, thought 1, what sorrow art thou like
'to have for thy portion in the world! Thou 1ust
| be beaten, wmust |u"_', suffi llllll“‘vl, cold, naked

[ ness, ad a thousand calamities though 1 cannot
now endure the wind shall blow upon thee! Oh
the hardships 1 thonght my blind one night

funder would break my beart o pleces,

(1)
b

The death of his wife must have affected Lim
| greatly for a Their children were all

young, and nearly as helpless as the blind daogh
 bers while her wmother, after all has been said and
| written respecting his conversion, was probably

nluson,

Fthe ehief instrament in that work, She survived
Fto hear her husband, so rough and wild at th

| period of their marviage, a popular adyocate of

the Gospel, and an author of some repute in theo
! h»".')', it“‘nnlu'h she would value luul'l: the clear evi
: dence atforded in his daily life of Lis pemsonal sal

vation, It is instructive o the highest degree to
| trace the minute history of the Spirit’s work in
 the world, for the now nameless peasant who very
carly in the seventh ecentury died, having led
| godily and holy life, and first impressed this charae
ber on his dasghter's mind, became the instrument
| that led 1o the Pilgvim’s Progress, but we should

have to truce the theead that leads backward, on
| ward and upward to the throne.

Bunyan was married a second time to a very
remarkable woman, who becamne a wmost devoted
maother to s children during his long Hhprison-
ment, and his carnest and honest advocate before
the courts in London : and yet she also was a dif-

mined to wipe away that reproach, and from that |
ime anward he swore no wore. |

ing all this. period of sin Bunyan was vot

an ist. He aever had any icaning to lufi-|
delity, Op the cobtrary he wias devising schewes |
of calvation for himselt on uceount of his desceut |
from the gipsies. He hke many other men chi- |
deavoured o solve the mystery of the ten tribes, |
sapposing thit the gipsics represented the lost |
house of y and that bie might be saved, being
ofthem, e
Aftor he Ml'-‘b,m-}qnel swearing, he gave up |

Somne ather bad pracuives wud was the subject vl a i

fident and retiving person, who by no other cause
could bhave been drawn nte any appearance in
publie,

Ly November, 1660, immediately after the Re-
storation, Bunyan was apprehended while preach-

ing i a private house, at Samsell, near Havlington, |

i Bedtordshive, Two crimes were imputed to
bim —fiust, that he *devilishly and maliciously
abstained from going to church,” and, second,
that he was* a common upholder of several unlaw-
ful moetings, and conventicles,” Lo was coufined
in Bedtord juil, with the Ouse running under his
apartment lor twelve years, 1o the first y car, and

m; " al sud sagiagl _xaiorm, bt still | in the Jusi four years, he wap a prisouer at lnrge or
e w

as all this while

dowus Christ and going about 1o cstablish Lis own |

ignorant of | on parole, for he was allowed to g0 out and come

i, und wus even choson pustor of the Baptiet

but he had not been drawn into the acceptance of
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Fcﬂ'urls of his attached heroic wife to obtain his
| release were unavailing, although Sir Matthew
' Hale, before whom she pleaded his cause, was de-
| sirous to concede her request ; but neither husband
| nor wife would come t any terms on matters of
| conscience, or compromise the husband’s right to
| preach, He was apprehended early in the winter
| of 1669, and he was pardoned in the summer of
| 1672; although his first controversy was with some
| members of the Society of Friends, to their inter-
| fercnce he was indebted for his freedom. Twelve
I yedrs of his life had passed in prison, and he was
| now in his forty-fifth year. Sixteen years of life
| remained to him, and he labonred as if he had not
| more than one year. He raised a new chapel at

Bedford, and he itinerated through several of the
| eastern and southern counties evervwhere pro-
claiming the glad tidings. e was an earnest and
eloquent preacher who founded many Congrega-
tions, and some of the Baptist Churches in the
| South of England have probably forgotten their
| illustrious descent.  He differed from some of the
| strict Baptist Churches in declining to make his
| opinions on baptism a deep diteh between him
and other Christian conmunions ; being & man
| of & Catholic and liberal spirit so far as he could
| seck for wnion.  Although he had no charge in
| London, vet he was well known and popular in
| the uu’nw'vlmll.\, both by lLis preaching and his writ-
ings,  His fame as an anthor has eclipsed his
| popularity as a preacher, yet he was the first of
| preachers to a numerons class of hearers in his

time. He had audiences hike those of Whitfield

a century afterwards, and as many as 8,000 per-
| sons attended some of his services. Charles 11,
| hunl In'.uci of his \|(Hllu'lll'('.ﬂl|(l ('uul(l not (‘ulllpl'(-‘
| hend why his bishops, with all their learning,
| could not eollect congregations equal to those of
| the * preaching tinker,” as in the ngnngu of the
| king's party the author and the ‘:l\'ayllt:l of DBed-
| ford was styled. The monarch had not learned
| that genius copes with learning and excels it, yet
| their combination is advantageous,

Bunyan survived the period of persecution to
die in 1688, the year of the revolution. He had
visited Reading on a labour of love, and ou retnrn-
ng to London ho was overtaken by a storm, and
| took fever ut the house of Mr. Stradwick, a grocer
in Snow Hill, where be died in twelve uays after
his arrival, on the s1st August, 1688, and in the
| 60th year of his age. ‘
| His blind daughter, for whose support after his
| death he once felt many fears, had gone before

him 5 three of his children survived and were me-
| bers of his church at the period of his decease.
[ Four years werc to pass away before the post caing
| from the Celestial City for Mrs., Bunyan, and with
that anxiety for her husband’s usefulness that emi-
nently distinguished her life, she occupied them in
| prepaving a colleeted edition of his works, num
bering nearly sixty books and pamphlets. Han
nah Bunyan, the great grand daughter of John
Bunyan, died in DBediord 1a in her 76th
vear, and she is supposed to have Leen his last
descendant.  The fame of the * Pilgrim's Pro-
even a hundred years ago would not have
allowed any claim of descent from its author to
be forgotien or lost, if one could have been estab
hished, and so the family died out with b annah
| Bunyan,

!
!
|

|
EIVUBS

| John Bunyan believed his family to be conneet-
| ed with the gipsies, although his personal Wppear
[ ance did not support that 1dea.

| which age, and labour, and trouble turned grey.
: His character w U8 elng lz(l_\ atfectionate ';Hnl
| although Le Lad a natural bent for controve Isary,
yet when God set him free he went for twelve
| Years llnnugh the south -castern counties, chiefly
as a4 peace iaker, e el lnla«ln ath an an errand
of that nature, for he had gone to livu-hngrlmfﬂ\
: to close a fwnnly feud in which he uppears to have
L only had the interest of an acquatntance or friend,
| His ideal or imaginative genins was of the highest
| order, vet he restrained 1t in the greater part of
his works,  His treatise on Justification by Faitl,
i reply o a work by Fowler, who afterwards be
“lslm!' of the most
| valuable of his time, and it is (:nlnjml'ullwly un-
known,  The * Pilgrim’s Progress” was written
i Bedford gaol, It is & prison poem, horu of
nnmerited suffering, and conld only have been pro
| duced by a man of much sorrow and many trials.
| Several of his friends opposed its publication, but
no other book ever had a simiiar sale,

calg of Gloucester 18 one

Oune hun
dred thousand copies had been printed in London
| wlone boetare the author’s death, and it had been
Lranslated into six Janguagess  More than thirty
I.mgll;a;-'h bave been How t'lnl'ln) ed to H;IIH:) l'h'

ideas of this remarkable \\nl'l\, and the Bible alone |
eXceeds 1o the uumber of copies printed and |

circulated,
| It has been the ulvjm'| of mueh \'l'i(lt:inlll, and of
| many wnitations.  The first part is generally pre
[ ferred i;} its crities, but we ching to the iaea that
| the end of the second part as a poctie composition,
18 the most hnaginative and yet the most touching
of Bunyan's writings,
It bis gipsy descent. be well established Cliris
| tans shonld never forget their indebtedness to a
| neglected race, who, il they have not done Many

books well, have given us one lasting monument |

of the manner in which God can and does cploy
the most unlikely instruments to achieve his
objects, and the salvation of men,

- — e e

GRACE - BEFORE MEAT,

A (_'(DH\'h')t_n“l‘t'lll sends us several illqllil'i('b in
vegard 1o the authority for this practice, the best
mode of ubserving it, and the henefits r«:uulting.

As 1o the autharity lor this usage, such sentences

Lof inspiration as * In everything give thanks,”
' Whatsoever ye do, whether ye eat or drink, do
Lall to the glory of God” seem amply sufficient.
CAnd to precept is added example.  Tn nearly
[ every instance of taking food we find the record of
: Thus our Lovd, when feed-

| the giving of thauks.
ing the fonr thousand (Matt. xv. 36), and the five
| thousand (Mark vi. 41), and when with the two
hsciples at Bmmaus (Luke xxiv. 80), The exam-
| ple of Paul on the couviet ship (Acts xxvii, 88) is
equally explicit,

\ Here certainly is biblical uutlm% enough to
dispense with uny necessity for exploring ecclesi-
astical history —a task from which, thercfore, our
correspondent must cxcuse us,

The Christisn propriety and profitablencss of
the practice are, morcover, so obyious, that like
| the honselold altar and the Babbath-school, which
are nowheve in terms enjoined by the Seriptuies,
:,t compmends iself Lo every sympathy of a renewed
ean,

Chr corraspondcit isguires if o prayer that the

He was a strong i
| built man, of raddy complexion and red hair, |

Church in Bedford, while yet a prisoner, All the ' food may be “ blessed to the nourishment of the

body” does not “savour of the Popish superstition

Certainly not,
practices is the notion of prelatical sanctity in-
volved in them-—a sort of consecrated magic dis-
tributed by the touch of priestly fingers. There
is, on the other hand. the same inherent propriety
in a prayer that food may nourish and strengthen
as in prayer that wmedicine may restore us from
disease,

As to thespirit and method of giving thanks at
the table, there is room for ‘great improvement ;
and we thank our correspondent for the oceasion
heve afforded for some further remark.

Oue father of a household, among our acquaint-
ange—a Christian brother, too, whom we highly
esteemn—mumbles his * grace” as if fearful some
one at the table might overhear him. Another
dashes into his petition in the midst of the bustle
of taking seats.  Another puts down his head, and
has finished his thanks before you are fairly aware
what he is at.  The number who veally edify in
performing this service, is lamentably small.

If we might be allowed to offer counsel tonch-
ing the matter, we should say, Come to this devo-
tional service, in & revercut spirit, and with the
desire for rehigiously profiting all concerned. Do
not be hasty in the thanksgiving and prayer.
Wait till all are seated, and the silence has become
perfect. Then speak quietly, but audibly, serious-
l}‘,illl'l !':u‘ln'hﬂ). Do not fall into the sale un-
varying round of words. Having a formula at the
tongue’s end is apt to deliver the tongue from all
dependence on the heart. Do not ask only that
the food may be “ blessed to the nourishment of
the body,” but that, with gratitude and devotion,
it mnay be likewise a means ufgl'uu-. to the soul,

the place and oceasion. Do not, the moment the
last words falls from your lips, seize the kuife and
fork, or turn  with some trifling remark to your
next neighbour at the table.  Let there be a panse ;
be as deliberate in closing as in commencing the
service.  Let the impression be enstamped ou all
histening that you seriously mean to commune
with God in this service, notto recite a dry for-
wmula. Lastly, have that meaning. Be sincere.
Be fervent.  Many a soul has been even led to the
cross by the wanifest earnestness seen aund felt in
A good wan's “ giving of thanks.”

Tue Warcuworn.—In one of the great rock
K:l“('l'lr.\ of Gibraltar two British soldiers had
mounted guard, one at each end of the vast tunnel.
Oue was a believing man whose soul had found
rest upon the Roek of Ages; the other was seck
ing rest, but had net found it,

It was midnight, and these soldiers were going
their rounds, the one nnwhlullug on the bleood
which had brought peace to has soul, the other
darkly hlmnllnu over his own <|lm|llh'lll«lc‘n and
doubts.  Suddenly an officer passes, challenges
the former, and demands the watchword. * The
l'lcuinn\ blood of Christ ! called out the startled
veleran, !ng“llilrg for a moment the ‘»-\-\\nlt‘ of
the night, and uttering uncousciously the thought
which was at that moment filling his soul, Next
moment he corvected himself, und the officer, no
doubt amazed, passed on.  But the words he spoke
had rung through the gallery and entered the
cars of his fellow-soldier at the other end like a
| message from heaven., It seemed as i an angel
had spoken, or vather as if God himself had pro
claimed thi good news in that still hour, * The
|’l'\:t:inu~ blood of ( ‘hllal 4 \(H s Lhat was prace !
His troubled soul was now at rest. The midmghit
volce had hlm‘u'll the good news to him, and God
“The precious
blood of Christ ;" strange, but blessed watchword,
never to be forgotten ! For many a day and year,
no <!uu|:(, it will be the jn)’ and lx-J«;l(,illg of his
heart.

had carvied home the Iessage

Makino A Dirrkresce,—Rev. Legh Richmond
Wis one «'n;x.‘u:l.\lia“ \\ilh o ::lnlln‘l' ‘Irlg\m.un on
the cause of a poor man who had acted incousist
t:llll}‘ with his l‘rllglun» l;l‘tvli'h.\lun. At
angry and severe remarks had been made on the
couduet of suel persons, the gentleman with whom
Lie was discassing the case concluded by sayluy .

“1 have o notion of such lrhlc nees | I will
have nothing to do with him.”

o .\'u.\. brother,” lt']:ll\‘l Richmoud, * ot us b
humble and moderate. Remember who has said
‘making a difference.) With opportunity on the
one hand, and Satun at the other, und the grace ol
| God at neith r, where should you and I be

MO

“Tuese 1 THAY
| CEAsETH" —This pussage of Scripture was strik
| ingly illustrated in the case of William Powell, o
' «lr:u'l_\' beloved member of the 8t Paul's « harge in
dersey City, who died of a throat atfeetion, July
' 12th, 1862, in the fnl'l_\' second vear of his .'t;_l"
| About ten years ago he eame to this city, and con
nectod bmselt with this churchi.  Though without
wealth or any early educational advantages, he
yet rose vapidly in tavor with his brethren, wotil
i’ their esteem he was seond to no mah i this
.'h;nl'gc. He soon beeame know n, 1 .\]n‘t'lu', patron
| daedy and beloved throughout the city, and from
an humble place in society he advanced, by God’s
blessing, to a position of wealth, honor. and great
influence.  The Apostle’s language would have
suited brother Powgll's feeling in explanation o,
the matter, * By the grace ol Ged, | am what |
am."

But that others may know what kind of men
the Church delights to honor and God deigns to
prosper, | will remark that our brother was dis
tinguished among us for several things. First, he
wis u man of sterling integrity, Opeuness and
houesty beamed in his countenance and were
transparcut in all his transactions. He did just
what he engaged to do, and did at the time.
St:(:ulu“{, he was in sympathy with humanity
around bim 5 he wepe with thein that wept, and
rejoiced  with them that rejoiced, Benevolence
was with him & ruling passion. While he was
yet a poor wan, his contributions to benevolent
lmqmm-n were both large and numerous, and bis
ieatt expanded with the enlargement of his purse,
He decmed no sacrifice too great, no service too

BUATTERETH AND YET 1IN

havd, it required to pramote the interests of his
beloved Zion.  He was o friend to the preachers ;
Cand his fniclulul;ipo Were Warm, generous, geuial,
Lund confiding. Buch was Brother Powell.  His
Linducements to cling 1o life were many and great,
| but by praycrs and tears e committed himself to
God, and patieatly waited and suffered his will —
Bud now " hie s not, for God took him”—N 'y,
}Jﬂ‘k"’.

which baptizes bells and blesses dumb beasts.” |
The essential mischief of those |

Do not offer an irrelevant prayer, as if forgetful of |

‘ .

; RUSSIA AND THE RUSSIANS.
(Concluded.)

RUSSIA AS A FIELD FOR EVANGELISTIO LABORS.

| _ No country in Europe has greater claims on

the friends of the Gospel than Russia, 1ts very

vastness is fitted to arrest our attention. Russia in
Europe is larger shan all the rest of Europe. But

!

a portion of Europe, the entire northern end of

| Asia, and the northwestern part of North America, |

| I8 quite one-seventh part of the habitable globe,
| for it contains all of eight millions of square miles,
| In size it is about equal o the Duitish empire,
| Russia in Ewrope has more than 62,000,000
illlll:ti'il:tllls; while the entire (-lul»il‘c has very
| nearly 70,000,000, not 79,000,000, as some of the
new spapers have asserted,

The position und influence of Russia wiake it
{ one of the most important countries for Christian
| effort. The Russians are Asiatic in their origin

[ manuers,

instinets,  Their desire for

conquest s
| very much in the direotion of Asiatic countries.
| or Asiatic people, rather than the countries of
| Western Europe.

Aud if the I(ubsl;tn.x possessed
{ &8 much

kuowledge of the true (-'u:‘p\'i as the
l':nglhh, they could and would do great things
for the salvation of the entire Asiatic continent.
Bat the greatest reason of all why we should
| desive the evangehization of Russia is to be found
| 1 its need of the (nr\ln"l.
| of people in Russia are Christians in contradistine
| Llon from the remaining millions of the popula
tion, which are Jewish, Mahome tan, Pagan. There
are not more than 2,000,000 of FProtestants in
the entire Russian empire, while there are 7,600,

V00 of Roman Catholics, and quite 30,000,000
followers of the Greck ('lmlt‘h, mclading the

various branches of .\:'/u.mm/u:n’, or l""'l'h' whe

have, for one canse or another, separated from |

that church, but retuin, in many cases, many of
its ceremonivs and worst errors. X
The Protestant churches of Russia are to be
found wainly in Finland, the Baltic provinces,
(Lsthonia, Livonia, and Courland.) aund in the
dispersed German Colonies in the Southern por-
Wous of Russia in Europe, and the Trans-Cauca
slan provinees 1 Asia. Aond while it is
that A resuscitation of ¢ Vange lical 'rotestantism
18 going forward among the Protestauts of Russia
it 15 to be ~l\'p|nl'rd that there 18 even vet compa

| ratively but hittle spiritual life in their churches. |

| Buill the religious ¢ondition of the members or fol
| lowers of the Greek and Roman Catholic churches
18 incomparably worse than that of the Protestant.
| From 1818 to 1825, in the last year of the Ewm
| puror Alexandes l., mueh was don by the Rus
sian Bible Sociely to priut and cireulate the sa
cred Seriptures. But the opposition of the hicrachy
of the Greek church, which is the national chuech
of “H\\l;l, lllHH"_fh all tolerated, tr
‘ umphed, and the * Russian Bible Societv” was
SUS | nded when Nid holas came to the lhl"rlu‘ It
remams suspended till this day. But the * St
Petersburg Bible Society” was  allows d to Ix
tormed in 1831 by the Protestants, and for thei
benchit or rather fos the benchit of the population

others are

| that s not included in the great uational church
the * Holy \inmlu“t church.” Lhat Bibl
‘ S0C) 'l_'\ Lias done wueh to el ulate the

Polish and Armenian languages, especially in the
hrst three or tour of thes

We have been gratified to learn that the L
perial government has directed that the Bible be
transiated into the modern Russ, the vernacula
caulled the proeat KHu
It was high timn Only

the New Lestam uly the Yentateud L, the ook of
Judges,

i.utgu.;;w ol what may be

sl OF Dlavouic race.

#ld Oone or twa othier portions of the Old
: Lestwment were trauslated and published by the
I“Hx*l.on Bible Sos l\l_) J‘u\l .\ln"uu o), and thi
translation of them is said by the Kussians not to
be good. What the translation now
nnder Iln’u'u.ui auspices will prove to be we
| Dot predict, Oy not hagh, ol
[ the Septuagint has as much inflnence in the Greek
church as the Latin ) ulgate has in the
{ Catholie, Ihe ‘lu\ln\ Is and Acts of the
have been printed, and 200,000 COpIcs
cireulated ! Let us prais God for this
a poor translation of the Bibl
While there is but little true
the Glorious Go pel  of pu

Canl

4 \ll( ctations are

Homan
\in'~li\~.
have been
l,\n h
is botter than HON

apprehension of
lvl'l‘l I the (.“.L

uo doubt that th daviour has
s “Indden ones” 1 thie

Iu“, \\'olﬁ \\l” l’( 'll\
up his jewel

church, we hayi

of that COolmun
1n that day when he makoes

lu,-u[“

1 in-»ln | ’I"ll, 1 his ".l\, Wius

faithitul preiv her of the "'»IH'L He was th
author ol wany books. Several of Lis writings
| are civculated as tracts. There are some tru

[ followers of Clirist wmong the * M paralists, o
schisinatios, e Bussia, although the greater part
of thiese ’nwl;ir, alounting

sl Lo L as Ighoranl ol the

sevelal
pure Gospel g thie
~‘lult I om whach l’n‘\ Lave seceded, Ilu
of thew, wi .‘t"l-l\ hien I, are the Molok e, 1h L
southern l'.“ll of Russin i l'.fll”‘n‘. There cer

which scems to have had its origin in resding thy
-\"l'llllu‘t'«; Ipl'u‘:.clﬁi\ sOte of thios Copies, nean |"u
balt & wilhion in womber, which the Russian Bible
Society had put auto the hands of the people be
| tore 1ts noble carcer was arrested 18256 by thi
lnle ciperor, -

Lo we cotntry in the world is the mode of doing |

gool by religious tracts of more portance than
in Russia, 1l Censorshnp, though very rvigid, has

ln'rnnllc«l the printing ol a very lmgv namber of |

| tracts, & work which a little band of evangeheal
[ Christian  brethren i Bt 1% tershurg have been
| fou any years Q»l'«»u:c'lnl.iﬂg. OF late the govern

ment hungruull) chcouraged the temperance cause,
| by freely allowing the publication of tracts on that
| subject,

Cne of the grandest wethods of doing good in |

: Russia s to employ suitable agents to sell or barte
| luhbfhma tracts al the great fairs at Nishni-Noy
gorod and other cities in the ¢ mpire, Lo this way

svinctimes 100,00 copies and more have been |

!
|

1 ¥% v

| circnlated in a single year. Qur American and
! . . : v :
| l‘ul'ulgn( hiristian l.umll, when it bore the name
i
i
1

of the Foreign Evangelical Society, once and |
again employed an excelient young hhgllahumn,l

who knew the Russian language well, to go to
| the great fairs of Russia and sell religious tracts.
| OF conrse a large number have been cirenlated in
| other woys.  Lu many parts of Russia the number
| of people who read is simall, so far as the HAABSCE
tare coneerned. The people of Finland belng
| wlmost all Protestants, know how to read. The

same is true to a great extent in the Ba'tic pro-
| vinges.
:

" or Geeok cliurch,

the Kussian empire, comprising as it docs so large |

More than 60,000,000 |

true |

\\ olrd ot |
| God 1 the l‘xlnln:xlx, Esthonion, Letuish, G rmaan,

making |

Iiious, |

'
el |

l.'unl_\ are many excellent p 'i’l' amongy this seet, |

The Poles, too, can far moke grucl'uilyi
I read than the lu'ul;lc who b.;lung to the Kussian |

Wh“le NO. “69.

The desire for religious tracts in Russia is very
' striking. The poor people who have the good
fortune to get cne af; or by means of the great
faivs referved to, often value it more than we do
an octavo volume. The Russian traders who
come to the fairs will often exchange a ccarse
| cotton handkerchicf, worth ten or twelve cents,
| for a tract, which they will carry ivto the  heart
of Siberia, or any other part of the empin- from
| which they have come.

We were once driv ing along the Gulf of Finland,
in compauy with a pious young Enghsh merchant,
| returning from Oranienbaum, the summer resi-
| dence of the late grand-duke Michael, to Peterhoff.
| It was a beantiful summer gternoon. We bad
| wot proceeded far till we found ourselves near &

sinall bathing establishment of the grand-duke.
| It was erected for the benefit of his daughters.

A soldier was guarding the causeway or bridge

that extended from the land to the little house in
| the water, We stopped to examine the estab-

lishment. The soldier was a pensive-looking man
from Finland, but spoke the Russian and Swedish
languages well.  He was very civil in his manners,

After we had left him and returned to our carriage,

happening to look again towards the little bath-

house, wy saw the soldier standing where we had
| parted with him, with his hat in his hand, reading
| & book. At our request, the Euglish merchant
| returned to inguire what it was the soldier was
reading so reverently,

He remained some time
with him. When he
came to us he was so affected by what he had seen
and hr:uhl. that it was some time before he could
relate i, He said the book which the soldier
was reading was a tract in the Swedish language,
which he knew, as many in Finland do, and relat-
| €d to both Temperance and the Way of Salvation,
| Said the soldier, “ 1 have had this book two years,
It is the ouly book 1
Since I commwenced reading it 1 have
| never tasted a drop of brandy, nor will [ as long
as | live; and 1 have learned frow it the way of
salvation through Jesus Christ, and | am daily
endeavoring to get ready for heaven. | cannot
| expect to find much happiness in this world as a
| Russian soldier ; but 1 am looking forward to that

engaged n conversation

| and 1 read it every day.

! lms.\g b8,

| eternal life which the Savieur has promised me."
| Deeply touched by this simple and beantiful story
| the young Eunglishman put his haod iute lis
po« ket, and gave the soldier money \luollgll Lo
get a Bible and many tracts, and told Lkun wherg
to find the Bible and Tract l’(‘lltmx\nl) St
Petersburg,  “ 0O," said the soldicr, * 1 shall then
have a Bible! 1 never ('Xln‘(’twl Lo enjoy that
happiness. 1 shall not be able to go up o St
Petersburg for some weeks, but sone of my mess
will be going up soon, and 1 will send up by them
i and get the book of God.”

A BRIGHTER DAY I8 COMING,

While the government has ordeved the Bible
to be translated iuto the vernacular of the great
Russian people, the printing of the New Tosta
ment has  been commenced ; and while there is
much doing to cireulate the Seriptures in Fiuland,
the Baltic Provinces, and amoug the dispersed
Lerman colonies in the empire, it is & matter that
calls for devout ”A‘lltl\‘gl\illg that the interests ot
evangelical religion are advancing among the
Protestants of Russia. In l"llllulul there is a grow
g rpirit of For W ,\ll.wlulla, a8 We slated 1o the

World lor .IH'\ :

I'his is indeed good news.

(,‘//:'.y'ullt
But we have equally
good news from Livonia, one of the Baltic Pro-

VINCes, At the mecting ol the Latheran Synod
ol that province,

last year at Bolmar, a very iater

esting discussion respecting Foreign Missions took
placy Lhis synod sends its missionary contribut
ious (last year about 5,000 roubles. hl. o4,000) Lo
the Latheran Ml.\\iul..ﬂ_\ bﬂ('lt:l'\ ol l.'llz‘.l. A

(e pruty of the svuod to the annual med lilt;; of the
| Letpzic Society mader a port.  Oue clergyman
| stated that in his parish four Esthonian bovs, the

sous of wealthy farmers, were preparing, with the

consent of then parents, for the fore L0 Nssionary
service, and were to be sent, toward the close of
the year, to the Iustitute of l.cipzu . dDoveral mo
tious for establishing a Russian Missionary Semin

ary, and lor seld cling some Illlrs!ul‘.cl\. held o

thew owan, were referred to the dioces 8 and will
; be acted ipon al this ‘\«ul"n 5\ ol A\t othe

of the syunod, a mister who had Just
finished his stadies at the University of Dorpat
);u..; who was on the poimt of u'lll\'llln.\__' the Missi

Onary Seminary ol lmpuv, in order to prepar

for the mission in India, was solemnly ordained

World,

close
\ \ullllg

3

Christian
- -

Ax Oro Max's Reanet A poor old man, who
carried the weight of a hundred and four years upon
his howed shoulders, once tottered ten miles to u

| specnl religious wecting
| " How long have you walked in the way of faith ¥
iqguired the minister

The old man sighed and said, * | lived one hundred
and three years and six months in
kKnowing nothing of the way
gnorant, :
| *And now what is vour hope ¥

“ My hope, sir, 15 i3 the Lawb of God, who taketh
away the sins of the world 0, to think that J should
have gone on 8o Inllg, not (:uiln; fon iy soul, when
desus was ready 10 lead me to himsell! but it Wi
he at last who mwade the truth burst upon

.

total darkniess,
to heaven-blind whl

we. How
an b praise him epough for his wondrous love Lo-
ward such a poor sinuer !
| Regret, wonder, lgve and gratitude made up that
| old man's feelings. how narrowly did he escape
thelll Over a eentu bellion agninst Christ !
’ Surely he was a bran from the burning
Aged man! how long i lived in opposition
to Christ Y You are at uth of the pit. Do
| you mitend to go into ¢ th  all your guilt
Lupon Your head | My ought to begin
| at once-—~aye, this ins Your long negleet-
| ed Lord, There is not it to be lost, for
{ should you Hnd er* ¥ou ternally regret hay.
ing hated him so long” 1 yon die in Your sins, how
| will you endure the pumnishwent of 5o long a life
[ #pent in doing evil ! * Can thine heart epdure, or
| can thing hands be strong (avks dehovah), in the
: day that | shall deal with thee ¥ '— Good News.

{ Tue Fauy Dav. < Talkin of *family ties," and
[ * family love," and 'fam:u gutherings.' where would
it all be if it were not foF a "Tamily day ¥ " said a
| working man, * What'do you wean,” | asked.
"1 wiean,” he replied, © that the Lord's day is the
flannly day.” Why, | and thousands of workipyg
men would hardly know our own children if it were
not for that blessed day which brings us 1l together.
We are off in the morning Lefore the lite ones are
up, and when we get howe ot night they mre mout(y
L Bne Lo bed, or they are tired, nm’ Bo W we, sl it's
| Dot very much we can_ know of ane another at the
fag end of the week ; but when that best do '
! g 2 r ~

that's all our own, then we can gather pound
table or Mreside und ik to one snother, and we can
0 40 Lhe house of Gel wgather, and think him that
| he has given us Gue duy fnosoven as & hody, tlessd
| faily day '’
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