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PARABLE OF THE PRODIGAL SON,

Lauke xv, 1182

THE

BY THOMAS GUTHRIE D, D,
(Concluded.)
HOW THE FATHER RRCEIVED HIN SON

Whei he was yot a great way off, it is said, his
father saw him, How did that happen ?
sallor's widow who had parted with her husband after
some brief, bright days of marriage. e went to sea
and never eame back ; his ship, probably foundering
When

no ship came,

with all her crew, was never more heard of
the time expired for her return, but

this woman would repair to a rocky headland, and,

looking out, wateh every sall on the wide ocean in

x
the hope, as some ever and anon made for the har. |

bour, that each was his—bringing the lost one home

And at night, on her lone bad, used to lie
listening to the footsteps of belnted travellers, funcy
she

wound passed her door, to weep over her d nppoint

he nwnke,

Jdng that recognised his step-but only, ns

ment ; and long after hope had died in the breasts
of other i, on rocky ¢liff or lonely bed she waited his
coming who never came home

5

neh love, 1 ean faney, often led this father's ¢ teps
1o

some rising ground, where, others knowing his

purpose but appearing not to notice him, he repaired ;
his
eyes In the direction the prodigal went off) hoping Lo

One hi

and, with a henrt yearning fo non, turning his

wee him return day when on wateh:post

He

he descries a new object 1o the distanos watehe

i It moves ; it advanes it s not a beast, prowl
g Wan, or hungry wolf; it is n mwnn ; it may Lé hi
sO1 His heart beats quic One long, earnest,
nteadfust gaze, and, joy of joys happy hour, often

prayed for and come at last, the of Jove re

Painfally
for Lt

Neene around

I!tlll\x

COgnIses -4t s the prodigal come bnel

for he wan footsore sand wesry bont

slowly
the

retinded him of de parted Jjoys and blighted innocen e

under a load of gullt;

sadly, o

Lis mother

grey
down to ||ln'

monlde Fing in
'nil'l
tremblingly, for

her grave, and his father

with hnirs he almont,
hie

with head hung down, and slow, halting

the Lok

uncertaln bhow

|.l lhtllr |

|»ln||{'l||

)
was o doubt of hais

reception

hl'.-lluhln”‘ h"j‘, lrltu‘ll);d comes on O

ngitated by contending emotions, Lo

ol

wall

act, with what measure indulgence to tempe

roverity., does the

NO

futhvy Inn

RO B fl‘h'll“-l‘ “ {
He does ot stand on his 'll."ll‘\

DO sa Y, |0t

i make Orst advances, and ask lorgivene

‘llu aone I,ll»ll,"ul | ,VI|AI’ I ALY hah, Iny hi

s only ||n|‘n| ¢ 1o throw

l.v:ml Bon

one leeling a gush of love

his arms wround his ehild and ela p it o s bosom

thut has never coased to love snd huoy

w Lor his return

An Boon '.o‘l"lrlt' as the wanderer | recognined, on
"\yllly feet the old man rans 1o meet i and ere the
wom has Lime Lo Wpeak o word, the fathier has him in
his arms Jriv ! him o hig bosom il vering hi
Chuek with pPassionmie  Kinse il up bis volee and
weeps for Joy

And this s God! the God whom we preach, as he
s drawn l"\ the hand wnd een i the laes of Him
whom he sent to seek and suve us, to hring us haek,
o open & way of reconcllintion —the il whonse
APIFIL Inspires us with our Brat lvebile desire o
return.~the God who unwillling thut any hould
per v\h, nvites and waits our ecomine Fherefor
ke that father olten l.ul.;n. oul tor 1) will
AT '.'ul'l wall, that he may Iu Eracious unto vou, and
|||l|l|ull, N was allitied L Jesu on his

will he TR sulted thnt hit ny ha Hierey ") |
Yy ou Ml el wre all they that walt for him 1 e
'vlllllll‘ shall dwell i Zion thou shinlt wed P hon
He will b Very gracion HOlo thee at the volod |
thy ory: when he shall hons i, he will snswer
('Ill

HOW HIB FATHER THEATED THI PRODIGAL

*he \Iln,j Kinsed AL aom W et that hore
there exprossod more than meresaff clion TR
David's pluce, whore Absal I wWas Braught back at
tor yeavs of baodshment, and his erfme were forgiven
l,Q, a lathes h'au, wll the e his lao Wil turned
from his wicked 8O, Ll an Joub percelved and th
Hible sayn, his heart toward him the Kiss here 1s s
sign of veconciliation —a pledge that th

Past s all
‘ul,"lV|u lul,;'u\bln‘ but ||~¢|" penitent arrew lal

yel rejoicing |

huppy with by tatho Lul ore than
ever vexed with hinself that he should Liave wronged
and igured him, the prodigal is conducted bowe, 1he
Udings spresd like wild-tire © the house 18 moved ;L
servants hurry to the soene: and the Joytul fathe
st orders that teaeh them. and renssure his son
that the long lost one is to be rolnstated 1o all the
Privileges whioh his erlies has | wlvited
Bring forth the falrost Fobw wndd put it on him, says
the futhvr s done, and the Fags ol the swine
lwl-lrlnltl ol the best robe in the house 15 thrown

Over s vakcod showders, and flows

hin bleeding feet

and thare now he plands ~u beun
Uil type of the investiture OF i siner o the vighte
Qustiess wnd imputed merits of Lhe Baviour-~that best
tobe o God's ow W house, Ear ient

Vabror thiun UYer nigel wars

Put w ving, says th

Fathier ni AL on his N
what

\lnl

Uhexpocted  honour, I8 Lo us,
'“'KG woere w I'l‘ ol uld us
graces wher hy

et
hl‘u Was an
kBihite

BEREE, 8Ly po ol those

the Haoly Mpirit seals beliover
the -‘My ul lll]lln’rl'uu

y Uil

I it g, s Lhe diamond on
e golden hoop Hashes

With many colours,
othe

thi '

Hiny v
niw T
e Ul ||. iy be the token of

meuntngs Blgnilying here o

Iween Christ angd |

higr WRIriage, e Puassport of thogs

\\’nl ni Inl ol
O go n o the arviage supper of the Lamb,  ut
shiovs on hig feel, suyve (hi thior next W ootmmand
thatl Indieates wore than o tendar vegard for him
Whose by, |:|vwlmu fvet touel

Vg futher's heui !

I these duyw, the servants and
S weve s disting
lumlly. 'I he ke
Thig ovder, mennt

WYEE Mars 1t .1||u| |

Wished fvom the e

ol

v gnore than his son
and u vovering (o those

antamount o » duel
the

Wi ol i

ool wus a Mign servitinde

§ Cumlort
Wiy -worn feet, was therelure

prodigal was not e Lo vegardod o

s B servant, bult
LLE'R T

i that 1o him lwlungt-'l all the
Posnessions of hul‘-«.nlp i

his Plage in the

privileges and
that he who had never lost

.
futher's hewrt, was HOwW 1o resume |t
ot b tubide wnd in his house

Novis this all

Kl the futted ealf,
“aland Lo wary

and let us

for this my son was dead and is

| feasted As

| knew a |

the richest food, the

|
the

horich beaut o
y

dration from the futher's lips that |

he

these

He shall be

and sunken

alive ngain ; was lost and 18 found.”

hl'”n\\ |'_\l'\
he had starved long;
So the board

abounds

l')l""‘\\
and wasted form bear witness,
but he shall be filled

the wine cup circles, Joy

now, IN ‘--]il't".ll‘

|-I<'|\lll|' ln"llllx
from every shakes the and dancers’
feet the Hoor :

|‘|" lost

face, music air,

and there is more joy in that house
over the one that
he d it

drink unto him that Ml‘wul_) to perish, and wine unto
that he

over one than wWas never

lost Poor prodigal! neede “live Strong

those of heavy hearts.,” Thus some of the

greatest sinners, on being converted, have experienced
a joy and peace and sense of divine love with which
others were never blessed —even as a poor enild, that
has been brought down to the gates of death, receives

il the tender

woetest cordinl

est nursing ; hence the prayer which God delights to
answer
CAocording ns the davs hiny bheen
Wherein we grief have had,
And years whorein we i have seen,
o do thouw make us glad
And this God, Chewst's Father and ours! Wheo,
snys David, shall not fear thee, O Lord! HHow mny
| we, ax we conteniplate this picture, alter the words,
| SaYing, who will not love llll‘t'. O Lord? all the

| more when we remember, that while it cost that futher

nothing to save and receive his son, we were bought

With a priee

With what a price! I'he story ol re

|||'||.|n(I mos o written In '-lwnll' Ceod having sent his
only begotten and beloved Son to the Iar country, to
become & bondsmun to set us free—to sufler and to
die for u Ring andd robe, feast and tatted eall, the
ound of musie, and the bt of dancer w Lthe seene
witms belore the |n|-u|l'n oy convey to him the
hauppy assurance of n father's love yet how far in
lerior that evidenee to the blec ding form that han

nnd groaned and died on ( dvary! Love bevond
parabdes and all hinages to ¢ X|re Giod 80 loved the
world, that he gave hi only begotten Son, that who
soever belleveth in him mi ht not pevi 'l, but have
everlasting Ll

HOW HIN FATHER REJOICED OVER THE PRODIGAY

In leeland nre some springs ealled Geysers .||*v1
agd vistog from basin haped fountains, they present
very remarkable appenrvance Like the tid ol
ocean, they have their ebb and 1w he water how
T from  the Fpectaton nod shanning  the Heht
lenves 1 basin to bury uell in the bowel e
onrth NOr give iy ntimation of iy exmtences bhut
an ocensionnl gronn, a low deep moaning (LT
How, which alternate with the ebb, it rises in it
tannel, overflows it margin, and, with noises like

nlvos of artillery fends up, amid elouds of A
white vapour, s Hashing Hguid column as high ns o
hundred feot

LR THER T A o of Joy i Bor \ Cariel re
Lire fvom observation Hodis e i1 Y 7 il
rather than |:|v‘|.||u thi OFTOWw thint shie Towd
NUETRAT L hon deer leave the herd, the bereave |
court retirement that they may w Poin rel ovel
thelr bleedii wound It hiorw i With Joy
Fhe Gireek, on mal I A ncovery which Lo had
long beon in prarsint Wi »lran port 1) AN | ush
tnkced Into the trect, and, leading the people to by
Heve him mad, ery, Eoareka, Karel \ I have found it
I have found ! Joy must have vent \ lountain
which not only flows but erflow it b up und
oul vl Mg 1O comunient i Wi |x-l‘|‘l‘~ Lo
Oothe)

hus some have b 0nmoved | pProciaim their con
Version wnd | | OoLhv I L [ | | {1 \
“shjoy Fin b Vil Comenl! vethat o W th Loord

'y Lthie | et wndd | \ vl yvhat | Bhalh dor

Laor m ! U | 1111 oy u heart tull
| "'l pin U | | | | | \ or u
thrush e ! Finw o P Ih POl a
chorry 1y ! o it the jo that 1) i i
breast o stral | | Itis th ’ o I lond
Fdward I thinld Wl elnd HOW ol I Al
he hind sueh o | Flaod ' that he could hard
v i Il tethin it v | | flow Loenvath
Dis feet, and the sk Wb s hien e
theretore, that when the pure wid | |
.rl\v-nun i o P nto w hourt | h in had
Nenkoened Wl nevie Winhivd L) | W | ! W
burst the old L it Howin ortl W owhal | |
those who know better. but o tentation el parande
it s not so Out obf the Taln of the heart the
month peaketh

o thig pariahile yLru 0hoall i purt | sl
this fenture of JOy Lutul Leautitully il Lo thent

EVANts the futher had vover told hi grieh: bul now
thi I'l‘”ll"‘llt i Linel tndd hi DOt 15 b Hiny
with joy, he tells them of it I vhnot coneenl it
he da hol el Lo conceal it I Ly el us eal
and e merry | ain o himppy mysell 1 wish W
olther o b iy Banish all eare lln‘-P YOl
tall VI~I i h ||‘ PO eome trom the Wil the |.| g h
. om the turrow, the herd 6 R UT st

the meanest servant « Hn i ol oae I sintlos
nnd Jortndng tn the song. hald holiday with my hoarl
\'\ son that wa doad 16 ulive npain that was lo L,
i Tound Al th |..|,“vw Lol Tuthwg Fejolcing avel
Lhe returned prodigal, blotting out of e mory all his
ollene dosting on him ‘ll-l\‘lu;{‘ i ta hi ‘I‘ll“
llru lzlu,' |.||u | 1] '.l» BENE, V81 Al | o |nluhu,v un
him looks of de pest love, plending his cause with
lll»'llnlllﬂ»l"'l' ‘.I-'”ul, Bayiny “ wa hepl |'n|( Wi
should b ey, In Christ's pleture of his Father !

B0 he rejolees aver 'y repenting, returning
LR RIS )

\\ Lt Ll ¢ I l-l ’:l ;|'.-| |n|.l 'tl‘ s bt 0 Uk
o seltih whether far Jq Vo jentous ol the Gentiles
Facgiving an tillull sha with them ol the bl s
ul grace ;o uil are Hkely, Lar the "'-ll: U, whio
proud of thelr cercmonial ri hleousi II'.‘-ll-L"

themselves ad njured by the favor shown o publ
cuns and sinnes "n‘nul ol '»'u l|~0|' '.-Atllln ’
sellioh and sulky, ho mukes an exeellent baok ground
Lo the pletore bringing oot into striking PrOmne e
the kindness of the father's heart Lhat s man's
heart Lurngd Ly o and selbishing Lo u slone

thi s il s | l'uh‘ no kind Chrstian fathier o1
mother, did they, on s wild wintes nght, when the

beavens were black with deift. and Hock  Were perish

{ g on the hill, and ships were sinking tn the sea, and

|

|

travellers wore lust Lthe

uh pathiloss moar, haar a

prodigal child  knocklng ot thelr door, and with wail
g, Plllltlnv t‘)llq" Volou, erying “l” oandd let e in!

but would rise I hoy

He

mnY, woulkl Kpring ta the cull ¥
know how ready God s to receive every

o his more Y, &nd oo penitent Lo Lis Losowm
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rejoices in his ransomed ; let them rejoice in him!
Rejoice in the Lord, says Paul alway, and again 1 say,
rejoice
smnmer streams  shall freeze, and deepest wella go

His

never freezes, a fountain that never fails, a sun that

dry-—but not his love love is a stream that

never sets in night, a shicld that never breaks in
fight ; whom he loveth to the end.
\re any alarmed lest such a picture of God as

we have attemnpted to deaw from this parable should
lead penitents to think lightly of sin?

ground for alarm. God forgives offences ; but the

torgiven never forget them,

his sind 50 soon as thoy are forgiven

No {n

now, assured of his father's love, he drops out all

{ \'l'l.\'_ l‘\‘l«lll.\"

kKindly forgiven ? the contrary,

though

mention ofa servant's place, he confesses and l|0|\l\\l‘v~|

his sin does that when he knows them to be for
given \ sense of God's kindness is the spring of
deepest sorrow and the repentance that succeeds
forgivenoss 18 truer and deeper than any whieh pre
coedes 1 ['herefore when God sayvs, ‘1 will estab

lish with theean everlasting covenant,” he adds, ** then

shalt thou remember thy ways, and be ashamed.” |

It

n look of love and pity on him, that Simon, pierced

was when Jesu

whom Peter had denied, turned

to the heart, went out to weep bitterly I'he repent

anhee that needeth not Lo be |\|n'||l|'tl (i|_ has its ruest

emblem in the rives that,

lending lowers and eme
|

rald verdure to their banks, wind through the valley
of the Alps. Tt is not when stern winter howls, but
in spring, and the sweet summertime, when birds are
g and ll‘\\‘r L are breathing odours, and the
i, from anzare ski pourd down his beams on
tho ey bosom of the mountains, that the rivers, fed
by melted wnows, rising and overflowing all their
banl roll their mightiest torrents to the lakes
\ond so it is when a sense of God's love, and poace,
and forgiven 15 poured into our hearts, that they
thaw, and soften, and melt into streams of fullest
OVrow "They shall look on him whom they have
preveed ) and mourn as one mouarneth for an only
o and be o bitterness, as one s in bitterness, for
& Lrst-born
STORY OF THE SANDWICH ISLANDS AND
PHEIR MISSIONS,
Fhe inlos shall wait for his law I, XUk 1)

Vinongst the islands that stud the groat Facific

3

!

The sun that shines on you shall set, and

There is no |

Does the prodigal forget |

!

moats northern  division, none have been more
powertully mtluenced by their contaot with civi
hion than the Sandwich or Hawalian group
Lhow story sinee thi day that Cook touched then
shiores hins about it all the charms of a FoOmnnee,
with all the certaminty of vruth Within the biriet
| Fobeighty yemrs they have pased from w
nadit nool barbarism and the most .|l-'m'{ 1ol
Wl o a rivalship with ourselves in the arts of
| o th yinent of a constitutional gevern
ment il ol equ tnhle |\\\_ oo n l'l\-h ssion ol
Chrsbinmty with many of its marked and distin
ishiing fruits I multaneous energy with
whieh they threw ofl, af an intolerable nl»lll"“ll\'l
ing burden, thew nntional ' idolatry. when e yol
Lhey knew ol no substituto. and were strangors Lo
Lrne nnd bettor taith, s a transaction Lhat stands
o the history of man It wan an evidened
doetemonts an the nntive -||||ml-‘1,-‘\‘;-¢|-ltlnlarn
i L under wi s influential ¢ lux.luuuu'lnlr,
i receivi high and PEFIAnent i pressions
Itowar in January, 1718, that ¢ aptmin Cook's
| hiy the X and  hscovery, Ap
proached tor th Hrst thime the fands of Knuai
v Nothau, the most storly of the Sandwich
| o i L ' isibion naturally exvilad the
Wohder nnd 1y \ F the nalives lhu\ louk
apon the ships as tloat by islands, the masts as
L1 Ll on Unptatn Cook and his crew as gods
o bl e down Lo enrth 1o the hikeness of ‘
ol With e of the natives It wWas & (restion
whether the shij i well as the men were not
L at AT the Iatter \PpPearing to them at
Hist view an parasites attachod to the former, wid
tho tw e having mueh the sun Iation to each
Lher whiwh the corsl insect benrs to the Common
W Liranch i pres aehlb o eantnine the
| dided by Lheilr 1y port o the delatrou
wotder of the natives Phey described those on
Lol am v Laand "horned hso the woon™
( PPt presonted by lln'-~-|.\<llul|b|||vlt.
0w ohy Lirit L Ml \ 4 's\\lll; Hres |-||l|«H\)"
1A (MY Lh Lhi IMaul nn»l.- H»\ l,l- P.H'-nla‘
viid that tl LK anvihing thoy hkod out ol
r bodi wn bden sugrosted by the pockets of
th o It noeded but the thunder and hight
il Fthe ship AN Lo rivel the uative convi
Lion thnt thetr visitors were godds
i most Iunnnl.lltli.: and  dolatrous |u-u|u“u
Wiss 11 aeguonce  paid Lot wplain ook, wa his
whded ol healankenbing  Hay I whare broated at
sl s o god, he was, ales! to die like & man
\ | tepped ashore, hoeralds announced his
prpronch, wd epened w way tor hiw through the
rowds that ventured to draw noas The more

fenrbul amongst th |nv:|n|\ lnll'l"l at him from
the hon

Lo

trom belund stone \\4!", and from the

of tro \s he |||u\~-‘. the assembly covered

Lhietr fnoes, whilst those nearest to him prosteated
Lhemmselyve

d o the enrth 1o the des ’u'll whinme mionl

As Lo prssed, they sprung to their feot, ag un
Wk only again to prosirate

cmine within sight of the
|"‘.'|l| of thewr mistaken \\t-ln'lllt All this “lc
BIonh unvigulor nn.’:_lul have endured ws s Lariloss
CVIBon 5 Lot it casts a stain upon  his wemery,
that he should have submitted to the 'llu-‘ulu' W

covered thon T

thamselves when the \

\.l'.v tinin \l'lll l| I\'”li\\!ll ue s :t‘ll“““tl ‘.”\' n

Beiton should have allowed himself to hiave onnct
ol thie (1] |‘ and so i Linodd Hpon l'lu tlnhl'lly
of the untutored heathon Led after the

|v|'|u'c.

sloh Lo the et Aeitnan ol

wenontod i grosteeramony tothe idols, and placed
| 5 ,

Ob A
I'll|l “'

L

hn: wnd

ol tod eloth, prosteated themselves iu forn
Euchrelod with theoloth, the lnnp wan oflered
Lo b o sacritio

wtold, ten mun, lnullll;_’ i |‘“h"

Wy l:ln sin the whitle Il.inllhi_'
i tllllllll"lnl| Wy in honour ol 'Anln, the u|rll
pPursoh they celebrated, l.“'
by them to the chiel ol, he followed their ox
awple, and Kissed it Lo that mad hour, Cook's
own degradution seems to hiave been ulnul to thal
of his gnorant woirslitppers,  To perpetante the
dalustion, il prosents of llu‘, uits, n'“u(.ﬂnlhn, awinl
wichearticlos us the ships required, wero subse

whiose 1 Lurn it his

Was Hl't‘wlll_\ broken by the conduct of the sailors
and an indiscretion of ( aptain Cook, who had pre
sumed too far on their submission. Their confi
dence and homage gave way to a pervading it
tation, They felt the burden of the continual
offerings exacted by the strangers, and began to
make reprisals,

rn

|'x~p|:lv~ followed : and

m one
the English had fired on the
natives, Captain Cook perished, stabbed in the
back with a pahoa or dagger, a spear at the same
tune being driven through his body,

Grim stories were circulated in Kurepe, in con
sequence of ( }an.nn Cook's death, of the Sand
wich Islands. The natives were reported to be
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nterest all its own to the progress of ¢y al \
and Chrstianity in these islands
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