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RECEIVING THE GRACE OF GOD IN VAIN.

BY REV. B, COOLY,

WHEN MAY WE BE SAID TO RECEIVE THE
2

GRACE OF GOD iIN VAIN 1
When this Gespel message comes to a man, and |
ke does not believe it, he receives it in vain.  Sup- |
pose, now, that during the time of that Indian re-
volt, I had been sent by Her Majesty the Queen,
with a commission—say to the Nana Sahib, or to
any one of the leaders of that revolt—and [ had
been told by Her Majesty to proclaim to him, that
if the rebels would come and lay down their wea- |
pous and their rebellion, and yield themselves up 3
entirely to her wercy and royal clemency, she |
wuul«l'e:lmrrl_\' forgive them —freely forgive them |
—altogether forgive them, Now suppose that |
had come to that great, fierce ringleader of revolt,
and told him that the Queen herself had sent me
with that message, and he had said to me, “ Ab, if
they can only just get hold of me, I know what |
luwl"cy they will give me ; | know that already the |
gallows is waiting for me, and the noose is formed ; ‘
| know if they get hold of me what they will do: 7
it is very well to pretend that they will give me |
mercy; but I know it is too far gone for that, and
if they get me they will put me to death.” \\"jll
now, a terin has been set ; he has to surrender in

three months, or the law is to take its course. |
The time passes, and the man is captured, and he
I8 brullg'll to the ;_'.'I.HOWh.
that?
vain. A message of mercy was sent him, bat he
would not believe it. Now. itis like that when |
come and tell you of God’s readiness to pardon,
and yvou wou't believe it
believe the Gospel how

Now, whose fault is
You see he received the Queen’s grace in

If a man will not
can he be saved by it
You ‘might as well expect a man to be fed by
bread that he will not eat, as expect & man to be
saved by a Gospel that he will not believe. If you |
wou't believe the Gospel you cannot be saved by
it.  You receive the grace of God in vain if you
do not believe it

Well, but there is another way of receiving it in |
vain, A man receives the grace of God in vain |
who despises it. Now, yonderin Lancashire there :
are a number of suffering poor, and of course there, I
a8 elsewhere, there are some men of very indepen- |
dent spirit. Now suppose that | have the distri- |
bution of relief, and 1 go to some poor cottage,
and there is a pale, haggard man, who I can see
needs relief, and 1 say w him, “ Well now, here is
a ticket for you for relief; if you will apply at |
yonder office where the Central Committee are |
:Jmtnlnn,mg their bounty and offer them this ticket
you will get the relief you need;” and the man |
;.ayu, “8Sir, what right have you to talk to me as if
I were a paunper! what right have vou to suppose |
I want any man's charity ! what right have you
to enter my house, and speak to meas if [ wonld
Cast lll_\’m'“ on anyhody’s help e

\ : that poor maun 1s
oo lpl'uu'l to take |u‘i|r, and he shuts his door in
my face, telling me to be gone; and to-morrow
that poor wretch is dead on his colttage floor for
waut of food. Now whose fault is that? Don't
you see he despises the grace that was offered ¢
He would not take it, but if he hw| a sovereign in
his hand he would bought the
bread. If he could have bought it, and stood on
equgl terms with the shopkeeper, he would have
got the food he wanted ; but because he must

have gone and

and receive it as a ;_:lﬁ and not pay a penny tor it

-because he must Ko lln'h‘Jn\l a poor man to get
the charity, he would uot have it. and so b
perishes because he wauld not receive it.  That is
Just how it is with wany sinners, Thev will not |
have God's salvaton becanse they cannot buy it
It they could take their tea drops and buy it with
their litle perty, paltry doings, and buy it with
Lthewm Un‘.y would do it It they could take |
their deeds, they would have it.  If they could vo
and lillrt"lll‘\l' it, they would have it: but becsuse
they must have it as a gity, because they must
Ko and say—

“In my band no price § bring, |
Shply tothey cross | clhing'
becanse they wmust be saved in that way, they
won't have the salvation that God has |n'-»\|'!wl‘
Now, may Godesave you from that pride,
may not in that way receive the
vain !

that vou

grace ol God 1

There is another way of receiy ing the grace of |
God in vain Af you negleet i, Now, suppose that
there had been during the time of the great fire at
‘\lum:uw' when that CILY Wus burnt down, s
miserly wretch up at the top story of some tull
house ; and there that miser is looking over his
ledgers.  There is great trouble in the town, but
all he cares about is his ledgers and his gold bags ‘
that he has got about him. It is & miserable look
g room up there, but there is a good deal of gold
it for all that, He has got Ins gold bugs and |
his wenlth about him, and
stored in all sorts of craunies in
While that old man is up there with his gold bags |
and his ledgors an alarm has begun to resound |
throngh the streets—* [Pire! fire ! tire! and the |
alarm bells are ringing in all dirgctions, and every- |
boly is trying to escape ; but that old man never
listens to the alarm bells—ho is too busy caleulat
ing his profits ; hLe is too busy witlh his books and
his bags, and he never listens to the alarm. Every
body is running but that old man, and there is he |
busy with his gold ; and while he is counting his |
cash the fire lu‘I(nm hold of the ve
house, and it is creeping up the stuirs trom cham
‘lmr to chamber till at last it is burning the very |
Juists of the Hoor on which he stands, and by-and- |

by clfush goes the very floor, und iu he sinks to o |
byrning, tiery tomb.
alarn,

lllh |;lt-('lu||n 'h'mnl-« nre

that room, |

|

ry staircase ol his |

You see he neglected the
Al L that is very like the wordling. We
go and tell him of danger, and we tell him of wal
vation. You know you go and stand bv a |
blacksinith's smithy and you talk to himn, he is so |
busy with the sound of his hamimers that he can't
hear whit you can say, and he koo
g in spite of all your remarks, and docs not hen
nword, 8o itis with the busy worldling, He is
80 hard at work with the toils of life
18 80 8¢t on the things of the world,
you will be never listens
never hnur«Lyuu. Why, there are many men that |
have been surronnd ' |
can't tell how man
and as dark as ir they never heard it.
the din of their worldliness about them
scemed to hiear the mossage,
the groat salvation, They did not deny
did not say that there was not salvation ;
not say they would not be suved ; but the Just
left the matter alone- they neglected it, Nynw if
you neglect this great salvation you will perish,

'n on lx.unnn:l

|

Yy years, and they

y they dil '

| l|:m|l,}'.

| come almost the whole

| of helping her

Lof her hands ?

(a8 the

[ new song put into their mouths,
tint, let them tarn to the Lord,
yand his heart | * Leave thy
that say what | preserye them alive, and let thy widows trust n
to you, and it s as if he | me”

ed by Gospel teaching for | [Jan, and
are as blind | futherless, and o Judge of the widows, s God |
Busy with | his holy habitation.”
they never | enougn for the highest confidence, * Hath God
'“m.y neglected : said, and will he not do it ?
it§ they [ will he not make it good 1"

and we may well do it
‘as \\'ul'lw'l'?«' l“*,:“”ll'l‘ W ilh Hlul |u'm'm'|| _\ull

x()\\‘ we lN‘N'I""'h VOu -

‘

we

| that ye receive not the grace of God in vain.”

Every sermon vou hear ought to make von more
' Does it?  Every sermon you hear ought
to bring you to Jesus. Does it ?  Every sermon
yon ll(;:ll: ()lh_:h! to lead vou to a '14"']H i holiness,
Does it?  If it does not vou know that to that ex-
tent you are receiving
You see the peril ; it is overhanging every one of ns,
Do not ever receive the grace of God in vain, Let

serons.

hie grace of God in vain,

| not the ministry of reconciliation be a vain thing

to vou. = Let not the offer of mercy pass unheeded

| by you ; but while you hear, O, receive it! and iay

God help yvou and bless you!

(IOME RELIGION.
Two Christians met af
morning. DBoth As was natural,
the conversation turned upon the services of the

a crossing on a Monday
were pavents,
];l‘o'(""]ihg «l:l»\ . 'I ll(‘ “I st \IN'le\l’l' «:l)t‘ll"o{ I'.\' say
mg, “ We had a sermon from our minister last
night on the instruction
Why dido’t von come and hear it 27« Because,”
:«:titl'lh" nllu-‘l', “J was at home ,/-;,u_:/ it/

Thiz reply contains a

religious of children.

volume of meaning,
There are two types of religion presented to view
in onr day, which might with some propriety be
designated as the in-door and the out-door Chris
Not that found

1'\“‘”\1\‘1"\' on either side of the front 'i""l‘. but it

true religion ecan be

too often seems to lack its proper universality of

scope and application, In too many cases ont
] i

door lri)n’“un become

the whole

tercotyped as constitnting
«‘uin' ol 151‘7‘..

Churches have been

aggressive Christianity, as it
has been called,  The

formed to represent

¢ "'x‘lll lll" llfl'.' in-wn,.-,“

| centrated with the idea that success '|~'in~l|'f\ en

tirely upon Iu"‘llm; up aninterest and excitement

which shall be manifest to all. The quietness of

home,~—~the blessedness of rest in
once's family, and especially of that most heavenly
rest, a Sabbath evening at the fire-side
lH"L Hf‘ ;:'llh! ~('.wl
ln\'v ”H', ('ul.ln)!l;

waablie 1nstructions of

the :-u\\‘
within the enclosure of domestic
over and digesting of the
the day—in short, all the
influence and power which are covered by the
term, home religion, have been in a measure lost
sight of. Church-going has, in some places, b
of reliogion, I'he Sabbath

has been crowded unrise till bed-tinfe with

from

sich a suceession of engagements, that the idea of

rest has been utterly sacrificed. Religion ha
scemed to lose much of its calmness, its pel
manence, its 'hgml_\, and its power as a holy
habit,

We need more of Lome religion.  Possi
bly we could even d spen with some of our

“drawing” disconrscs

, and leave parents at home

to indulge the rare E-st!-‘-_"' ol lhlx::\;lu',

holding rational and relicious intercourse with
'ln‘ll'an!'“-‘!‘ It is vastly easier to oo to church
and hear

A popuiar sermon, than it is stay at

It is far les

a Christian parent to go

home and pass an hour in th
atrial of one’

loset,
fidelity as
to church and be u

d how to 'E'o his d ILy, than to

stay at home and do it

¢ 1 gne

I'his more dithienit 1\]'”- ol piety we would
gladly encom we, believig it the pre-eminent
want of the church at the present day We would

|

greatly increase the number of those ( Lristians
\\||H, imstead of gou abroad to hear about thi
religious trainming of their ehilldren, prefer to be at

home doing i,

-

THE WIDOW AND THE FATHERLESS.

’Illl"" 1% hardl T condit

on i human it )
'l"ll"l:‘!"l:', v Lppeaiing » directiv il Vil
lv.'llllll'\, as that of'a w Weao thi ol what
she was in the days of Lo prosperit n he
husband was e provider and protecto when,
by his industry and  good manny mwent, all
her wants werd ipphied, and she wa lookn
torward to the briecht future But now how
changed her connter wee, how altered her enr
cumstances ! L« prop on which she leaned
has fallen: hLer fondest hop are  erushed :
her heart N eVven mort lesolate than her L QY
She  has (riends, peraps, and th vel ol
'li‘l', but they IIAA\M (EUTIT Of Lthel wh Lo care

for, and there are those around who are re vy to

take advantage of her d pendent condition, instead
Unused to

i..nllrl’l'\. if any be lefl

her little

e r, and to making neee

iann '_’

sary launly purchos

Ny *’.u' In { ‘-15\ u‘.u'ln,ull'-l

and cheated, and insuch wavs that she can get no

redress,  “I'his 18 extremely try ing, if she has her
self alone to provide for,
How much more when, as is not seldom the

case, she is left with a family of vounu children,
with very seanty moeau , 01

\\v'nll !l"

almost friendless

without any prope Ly

Litute and
condition, and dwells upon this
alone, it s no wonder that her hoart
her

at all, thinks of her

inks within
y and we, when we

was their stay

r"ll\ llt‘l ll‘l ’Ll'l‘ll wlho
and support, dou't see what s to
her and hey How are thoy

to be fed, and clothed, and warmed by the labour

’n‘l'i)“]l' Ol ! 'lll“li‘ll.

To the eye of sense, there nppears
to be no refuge short of the poor-|

1O Lse Such, at

least, are not rare cases in the bere avements and
strogales of widowhood,

But there s an eyve that looks with tender eare
upon such widows as cast all thei

deus upon Him who ecareth for

cares and b I
them., Ax

the bereaved and wed ping

BOON
husband dies,
wife gote a new and  her children
gol a new prowise whiwch, but for his death,
they never would have had, and, comin ras it doe
from Him who has all power to protect and pro

vide

pronnsc,

for them, s worth more than the largrest

estate, or the most bounteous human patronage,

And what are L osd

reat .m-i|u|w
tothe widows and the

LOUS pProinises
u||v|x:|l», which are

thousands of rold and silver ! Let

nore
Lhan them

histen, let them believe, and then they

\\lll il'(\| i
When ready to
What saith he?

futherless children with I will

e,

1
“™ing nuto le, SN praises to his name :
him that rideth upon the heavens by his
rejoice before him., A Father

it
of the
n
Surely

here 18 varrant

Hath be spoken, and

It is not necessary that the widow, while smart

ing under the anguish of bereavement, should be
able to see how she and her helploss
to be provided for,

urlllo;nln Are

the [u;\u.ri |||.

and of

| Kires, storms, revolutions, & legul blunder, may | never-shaken conulidence of being an honest man.
| reduce the richest man to a parper,

= We

God has all The resources in | cortain we shall carrs nothing out,”

SAINT JOHN, NEW BRUNSWICK, FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 1863. Whele No. 177, |
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the universe at his command. Ile will not work | around us aré the mansions where rich men once

A HOME QUESTION TO THE NOXN-PRO- P ey O A S [ ane Toun
miracles to feed and clothe them ; but he will re- | lived, the lands they called their own; bnt they FESSOR, "“'_: | . ". I ' ,I' 3 YRR 1 s ol e
member his covenant, and there are a thousand | are gone, It is not f’”. lllf‘v' lvrn.thnfl‘. with .-*]‘irm'“ll Spureeon 1s certainly one of the most remark . \\' ,' :,\ 1 " . \ tton : “to hear a man
| ways in which he cansupply all their needs, Let | wealth. Man ecarries his principles with him bl ‘l S i i TRt e Whils the T ; R T
widows in necessitous circumstances “walk by | throngh all circumstances, even into another world, | * tl. i .., ‘ hich he .-\.-z'}t\ over the vast andiences : ”.v v 4 4 ' | W, SO
faith, not by sight.” God delights in surprising | Character is part of himself. “ When the brief | '0HUEDCE Winch hi \ ‘ Yes," was the 1 e i e

and his success in win : .

. . o . arae | that attend his preaching, ing, for he is evidently in earnest. 1 don't &
them with h.-.lp from unexpected quarters, :|.nd | ln'uwlmgflay utllnc'wnu its noisy ;-]n;sl:tztsllbs.[)«ii"" ning souls to "lh”\r. may be partly attributed to ,‘ B R : ‘ s pacrot-like
| with gifts which thev had not dared to ask for. | crowns, tinsel-gilt is gone; and Divine everlasting it Aot g it 3 wngge B g wrase: of gl 4 1 spied. i 62
| In looking back *“upon all the way” in which God | night, with ll(tl" Slill'-lll:ull"‘lll\ with her silences “m'mm'" \‘_M”m‘ seem in the pulpit, still his \‘ sy s b da o but Wekt ia
| had led her and her children, many a pious widow | and her veracities is come,” there will be no wealth Sathe no ordinary productions. They so ‘;r' T L) il S et Rt o
| can testify that ** the barrel of meal has not wasted, | in the universe, but the wealth of a God-like " l-”-m‘-li‘l‘lh' o l( . t‘l < ,‘” ,“.,.“,“ l;“'i bamanlond | TETE - X WRITY FECH,, SSecr B By o
| nor the cruse of oil failed.” | character. “ Bonds and banks, diadems and dynas- T”,',( "'“:" ‘\‘](.“'_nl :Il”;'.-t :" ‘f'n""l"ﬂ-‘. 1 "\‘i"“ s |, T “"”"‘l‘\ o I. bl g He | oty o
There are no such commentaries upon the pro- | ties, will have vanished as a whiff of .\‘nlnk('.". It ":I:.l.\:u.'!l'xlxi‘lw; ”"l % ool ml ?lx‘v'l' ﬂ.f“mz_ that it }‘t et "' o9 "‘ o o— il ‘i\"."
| mises of God as their fulfilment before onr eyes. | is further I'U.;litt“i out that the greatness of the | not \\w'r]&‘l‘.'.'l{ ?imt ”““‘. tonch Iln‘l il‘,:“?\ of the P ”!l;v“','”y ‘.!; ‘A S— ‘ ?\"\ v" x' : '.} .. ,I'J :
| 1 wish somebody would collect the facts, and show | one 18 in his gircumstances, while that of the other ;.',.\., i r|: i ,“:,‘.A“‘,.,;,.;\ A -“1 d greatly profitable o Y,_“' '\"'”! '_' o s e 8 , P \,” !
[ us how God hus dealt with widows and their | s in his sotihs and ltlmt the |nl}'l'ilbcss‘uf the ome ;I..)“(\'\ilnlr‘l\.!‘l‘:n: of ‘_\""r"']"“'“. . ,“l‘”(j gl :tt" 1{!’*‘-‘;1:'1'{“ W \\\'T» lx"\ | he w'!l:'r ent to ‘~'i- ¢y
| families. It would require a somewhat extended | 18 from without, while that of the other is from B chlir el el o : - WSS Sy led  DArrow, siem ' s b -t
| "'"""'\l”'“‘i"“"“ with ]])"'\"”“ of observation w'“'; within, ‘Inll‘ntlh‘:-'llllntv\.!-:;( lil\l'f(-‘ll‘u-‘i‘\hl!I;:- \:;\l;;‘“\:l;l‘:"\'\‘in: il‘ ‘lil‘nl' prwant ;‘:(‘Iy“ g aibcsd ,I 9 o g g 'Il’“
are advanced in life ; but 1 have no doubt tlu-| A GLIMPSE AT THE FUTURE. ‘.r"“ ‘-l wr‘.‘;\:w-t: Biian suamie: g aiotien the church o lI 11 .u,:,‘“ of '~ ways, l
| result would surprise almost every body. * 1| Having completed the argument with which Le | B rorer ¢ - & of sitbibinee trath s the | ATFoW of truth had reached its mark. The prof .
{ have been voung, and now | am old.” \l\"\l)ll(‘li' : set out h' N : ] refere s l his life. the ‘l"‘_'l" (\\valgv d sword of ser prure " i .' gate was tortured by the agonv of shame and
| ha young, ¢ L . My ¢ | ! ut, which ha |~h.unu only to tins hife, l‘u different classes and characters which mak UP | remorse. His davs were full of eloon v Unrest
| of observation has not been \1'll‘\‘ wide, but F”-" ol | writer adverts to tl“._ future, and (‘”m."”””;, .t“'l his large congregations, Of this ‘|I‘.:Af.(\ we think his mehts were slee 1] \ ( Nv',, he I not
| ?””W” has been more or less directed to this v P | bWo oascs ““(hl!‘ “”U'.',‘ he remarks :—(1) ZThat our readers will discover a striking illustration in bear burden a e, but soueht for Christian
Ject for many years; and as the psalmist testifics | the one has no interest in the future, the other has, the following extract. It is taken from a sermon | . 1:1: \l"', \\Il'r b abaiion Sass o e a8 4..”1‘ st
that * he had not seen the righteous lnl'\:llxl'_n. nor | The rich sinner feels that the distant future is a in the latest series of his discourses, just published | o :‘ 1 : Hl' ! By ‘ : ”1' e Bt | Lo lAI o
| his children begging bread,” so I can testify that | terpible and inevitable calamity, and so far from by Sheldon of New York, entitled * A lHome ’ g . T iy & L Al — L
| God Thas wondertully provided for widows and | having any interest in i1, he banishes all thonghts Quostion.®—The tuxt is that very solemn  inauirs pardont "1‘ prodig s " " L (w‘ ol “‘_""" 4
| their families ; and I believe that, as a elass; vo | of it from  his mind as unwelcome, distracting in- \\‘luvln . "\ ad®essed by the prophet Obed y.‘. the :“‘ ot. Tho gay, worldling. [rETITEY A A
{ ¢children have been more respectable, and succeed- | truders.  But the pious poor man looks away from l\l'.‘l"lih“l when they pri Bosad Y0 ke pin bondag: ':.'w'”'l.:l “.” - ,' ;l‘!:”‘\" P! l'.;_ ’.' 2 :im:l»‘ A
ed better in the world than they. You will find | the wauts of carth to the plenty of heaven, from their brethren of Judah and Jerusalem whom thes l ".”1" o — g e \ /B - : '.1\"'1 31' . “:'!
them in all the professions, in all the luerative | the hovel of earth to his home in the skies, He had eaptured in a successful battle. namely ¥ t WP .\" VU SRRy \_\ o7 e
branches of business, among the most prous and anticipstes the hour when the mortal shall be | . Ave there Dot With vou ' eten with vou. stus | T WHIRORY DY A « e b i
useful members of the churches,, and 1;|l\|ng lllu' | swallowed up in a blessed immortality. (2) 7%he ”‘;:m‘\! B g s S50 s ek Lol  S0) DR A
best care of their mothers in the decline of life. | one has no friend in the future, the other has. In Under the first head of this disconrse, well ealled LAST WORI
[ do wot say that this holds true in all cases; | ql) the triaks of serth. frisnds are hsiled to Sym- | in the introduction to it * one of the most pus gent Pooains o il ' e -
there are, doubtless, xceptions ; but I have no pathize and cheer, but in perdition the remorseful and practical” of them all, Spargeon R R Juaging Dy ' “ ious recorded 'v erat ; *'\."f
hesitation in saying, that the children of widows | ginner will join with Dives in praying that his ;“I e ahle hamaial o 1.' ol oot ot the & v reat mel “' \ e’ i ng. the subjects
who are * widows indeed,” who fear God and | hrothers may not come to him. The pious poor ‘_":l\,‘r of the bidthfon. thia: saliat nist. and the non \\" Saanes o Bevnsilore - won ""."”"""'“
trust in his promises, are more likely to shun the | pan anticipates the future as the scene of the Silasa® - We m\"' i :‘\_m’]m‘ of bin poce. | 1 Shete. which occapied their hives, Oft-times
temptations of youth, and walk with the wise, and | holiest, the most ennobling, and the tenderest }1 o 1|!I'; 2 ln.nm‘.‘k-r ")‘\ e b, the last broken exclamations recorded of our great
prosper in life, and leave behind them, when ”“y ‘ “'i"“'l"'i}"‘- Saints, ;lYI}.f"l\, Chnist, these will he l here 18 a man ‘flrl'r who savs, * Well, sir, 1 eV G— '4 SHI  SRUNSMIRES: 45 AR
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