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“A GOOD MAN—A VERY GOOD MAN
INDEED.”
By J. Deliefde, of Amsterdam.

Continued.

CHAPTER I1L
An opposition baker's shop is got up.

“The landlord of the ¢ Golden Plough’ was quite
alarmed by this state of things., He was a man of
considerable property, most of which he had carned
by his ability at the bar. Having no family to
support, he might easily have retired from business
without danger of coming short for the future, but
money making had become a cherished employ-
ment with him, that he felt quite miserable at the
discovery, that he could not turn gin and beer into
silver and gold as quickly as he used to do. His
conscience, however, would sometimes tell him
that he ought to rejoice at this fact, if he traly
loved his neighbours. But the love of money
silenced this faithful igward voice, and he hardened
his heart against the warnings of a better feeling.
His friends, of course, would greatly confirm him
in his indignation at the Methodistical baker,
whose person and conduct usually formed the
chief topic of their slanderous and scornful tap-
room: lalk. The question was often broached,
whether nothing could be done to put a stop to
the influence of the fanatic, and at length it came
to a firm resolution in the landlord’s heart, not to
rest until he had removed the baker from the
village.

“ Now, just opposite the baker's there was a
house which belonged to the landlord, and was in-
babited by a widow, whose eldest son was the
baker’s foreman. He was a fine young man of six
and twenty, who scarcely found his wateh in the
art of baking bread. It was well known that the
baker used to call him his * right hand,’ and young
Frederic felt that his master loved him as a man
loves his right hand. Norhad the master’s word
and example altogether failed to influence the
servant. It could not be said that Frederic was
a converted Christian, but he appeared to be
under serious impressions, and the baker had good
hope that ere long the voung man would yield to
the power of God's word and Spirit. The baker's

mind was even franght with the secret plan of |

raising Frederic to the rank of his partner, and of
giving him a share in the business, as soon as he
might have given sufficient proof of a settled
Christian churacter., The young man then would
be able to marry the worthy girl he was en

gaged

to, for his income would be suflicient to support |

both his mother and his family.
“ Of this plan Frederie, however, knew nothing.

The baker wisely kept it bid from him, not to |

mar the tender process of his spiritual change by |

the stimulus of carthly caleunlations. Still less
guessed Frederic's mother anything of this pur-
pose of tue baker's.  Ou the contrary, she was not
st all contented with the way in which the baker
was dealing with her son. She was a selfish.
greedy woman, who often, when alone with her
son, would wag her tongue against his master,
abusing him as a miser and ungrateful * Turk,’
because he kept such a clever, able, and zealous
servant as Frederic at so low wages, Frederic
would always defend his master, and show that
his wages were higher than those of any servant
in the village; but the old widow called hLim a
fool, who did not understand his own interest, and

tioti. This Frederie refused most decidedly, how-

ever, and the old woman knew no better way of | now to build his house upon the ruins of that ol

giving vent to her iu«hguuliun than by occasion- :

ally cumplaiuing to her neighbours of the baker's |

stinginess and her son’s want of spirit. I need not

| wives and families in

tell you that the neighbours did not keep these |

confidential communications tothemsclves.
were soon a matter of convers
of the * Golden Plough,’

mother.
alter some ‘repairs which were urgently required,

After having examined the indicated laces, he

They
ation in the tap-room |
lout from the kingdom of God,
“One day the landlord paid a visit to Frederic's | which he may do us can only consist in the loss of |
She had I't'(llu‘slwl him to come to look |

of thirty-six years; and you will be the cause of
it.  Yes, you will knock the first nail into my
coffin.’

“ Frederic could not sleep that night. Not
until daybreak a slight slumber stole over his
eves, and in his dream hesaw himself as his own
master, settled in the new baker's business, his wife
happy by his side, his shop crammed with cus-
tomers,and his mother blessing him as the comforter
of her widowhood.

“The next day he went to the landlord and
settled the matter. A sufficient capital was allow-
ed him, at an interest of only two per cent, to
begin business with, The house was to be rebuilt
into a baker’s shop, and no increase of rent would
be requived.

“The next week he gave notice to his master ;
and before three months had elapsed, a splendid
baker’s shop arose opposite that of our friend.

“ A series of most painful experiences now com-
Mmenced for that child of God. it pleased his
heavenly Father to give himn a bitter cup to drink,
to make him ail the more crave the sweet fruits
of the heavenly paradise ; and Christ while giving
him a portion of his cross to bear, drew him by 1t
on and upward to the mountain of his holiness,
The sharpest thorn which at the outset pierced
his soul, was the unfaithfulness and treacherous
demeanour of Frederic. For an honest, tenderly
feeling mind, no experience is more bitter than
that of the apostasy of a servant whom we con-
fided in as a friend, loved as a son, and benefited
as a brother. All other trials strike the flesh
this wounds the very heart, It was a hard strug-
gle for our baker in patient silence to bear the sight
of that splendid shop opposite his, obviously got
up to damage him, and kept by a person whom
he had taken into service as a poor, ignorant lad,
and who was indebted to him for all the knowe
ledge and business ability he was possessed of

“¢My dear,’ he said to his wite, on the day
when the new shop was opened, ‘we must pray
now twice as urgently as we have prayed hitherto
lest the devil catch us in his snares. We are in
great danger now of hating our neighbour because
he hates us. ;

“* But isn’t it bateful indeed ! replied his wife
looking throngh the window at the new shop, and
shaking her head indignantly at it,

“*Yes, the shop is,’ rejoined the bakor; ‘and
s0 i8 the whole plau of which that shop is the
: ’
issue,

“¢t And so is Frederie, that ungrateful, treach-
erous fellow,” interrupted she; ‘he is a hateful
scoundrel, whom——"

“* Hush " said the baker, laying his hand upon
her lips, *Itis written, * Bless them that curse
you ; and pray for them that de spitefully use you,”
The time has come for us now to carry that com-
mandment of our Lord into practice ; but 1 feel it
is & heavy one indeed. We onght never to mind
that shop, nor to take thought questioning what
damage it may do to us. We should ouly con-
sider the great damage which poor Frederick has
suffered.’

“tHe!" exclaimed the bakeress in a voice of
surprise. ‘ What damage do you mean? Just
look at him, standing this moment in his door-
way, his young wife by his side. IHe appears as
little aware of any damage as a conqueror who is
returning from the field of battle.

“¢Alas! that’s the worst of it, rn-l:“wl the
baker. ¢ He seems not to feel that his soul has
suffered greater damage than the income of all

| the bakers' shops in the world can make up to
could have married long since, if he only would |

speak more boldly and require higher remunera- | of covetousness, and seduced him by the lust of

him, The Evil One has caught him in the snare

| his God in the day of great affliction,

H[/m'k .\/ul// /;l' cul 45.//'//'1;111, l/ll’_[u/:/, umf I/'u'rc .\'/'Nl/‘/’

the eyes and the pride of life, so that he is trying |

his friend and master ; for he knows as well as |
that two bakers cannot well find bread for their
this small village of ours,
Now, such a disposition of heart may be the very
thing required to succeed in the kingdom of this
world, but it is equally certain that it shuts one

The damage

some temporal property; but the damage which

| he has done to himself, | have every ground to

| fear, consists in the loss of his soul.

tarned to the front parlour, and looking up to the ?
ceiling as if to measure its height, and across to |

the walls as if to caleulate their length and breadth,
he said in a soft voice, as if speaking to himself,

“* For a baker's s'lnp o rvp«-uh'd the widow mn
a tone of amazement and alurm.
you don’t think of turning me out.
thinking of removing to this house ¢’

“*No, not at all " replied the landlord. ¢ Even
if he offered me double the reut 1 should not let it
to him.’

‘1 hope, sir,

Is the baker

“*Ah, very well, said the widow, drawing her |
) ~

breath as if a heavy burden had fallen from her
shoulders, “1 only asked so, sir, because you were
speaking of a baker's shop,’ .

“*Yes, 1 did. I thought the other day that
getting up a baker's busiuess in this house would
not l.)c a bad speculation, The population has
conlldcl'ably increased during the last year or two.
There would be plenty of work for an additional
baker.
not for a moment hesitate settling him here, 1
think I shall sowe day engage a baker to take the
house for the purpose. [
know in timc., that you may pack your things at
your convenience,
year's notice at any rate,’

“ Wi}h these words the landlord left the house,
but lh‘cll‘ impression remained with the widow,

“* Frederic, said she, when her son came in,
‘the landlord will turn our house into

What do you say to that ¢

“*Tmpossible ! exclaimed Frederic, gazing at
his mother as at a ghost,

Ve Y E . . |
“*Yes, to be sure,’ rejoined she ; ‘he told we so |

just now,

“*And whom is
uneasily,

B, | nobody partizular as yet. Bat, I say,
lf_you'dou't g0 to him at once and apply for the
situation, you are the biggest fuol that ever
knﬁmlud' the dough in a baker's trough,’

*47" exclaimed Frederie,
ne:o‘opposlt.c Wy waster?  No, never, mother,’
' O you stupid boy.” cried the widow, * trampl-
INg your own fortune under foot! 1f you don't
take Ity another dog will yun off with the fat bone
vou fool.  And, added she, covering her face witl;
ser apron, and lowering her voice
toue, * your old mother will be ¢
Liouse, in which vour dear fathe

died, and in which 1 Lave bee

he to engage ' asked Frederie

¢ 1 to set up a busi-

urned out of this
r, oW in heaven,
n living for upwards

If 1 had a son who was a baker I should |

sut of conrse 1'll let you |

Qur contract is with a balf

| charge God foolishly.
a baker's |

shop, and enguge a baker to carry on the business, | with a great clond of

|
|
|
|
|

!

|
|

€ toa plaintive |

I think, my
dear, we should consider this, and pity our lml;l'
lwighlmul'. I think we should pray for llllll, that
the Lord may open his eyes, 10 make him sece

. | that he HHH\\'.t‘ll himself tobe a tool of ||l:ﬂ >|lil'“
* Why, this would do very well for a baker's shop.” |

which cansed Cain to kill his brother, and Judas
to betray his Master,

“1In this way the baker spoke to his wife, and
in this way he found he had every day to speak
to himself, to keep down his flesh which every now
and then tried to rouse him into hatred and hos-
thity, Having continually every day that mali
cious shop before his eyes, he felt that it was given

to him as a thorn in the flesh, and that his former |

servant and friend now had become a messenger
of Satan to buffet him.  Aud sometimes his flesh
would get the better of him, and cause him to
speak words which he afterwards would heartily
repent,  This, however, brought him all the
Jdeeper down upon his knees at the feet of that
Saviour who said to him, My grace is sufficient
Jor thee.  Aund thus struggling and wrestling in
inany prayers and supplications he at length sne-
ceeded in arriving at peace with himself and his
Master’s dealings,
shop without the slightest frown on Lis brow. He
could now cordially pray for Frederic. He per-
l'(.‘:l\'ul that the shop was nothing, and that Fred-
eric was nothing, but that there was an invisible
enemy behind, who used both Frederic and his
shop as a means to cause him to sin and to
\ He perceived that he, as it
were, was running a holy race, compassed about
invisible witnesses, who
were afxious to know whether he would stand the
wial and gain the prize,

“tAll we bave to suffer is ln'l‘lllillwl by the
Lord,” he would often say to his wife, *in order
that we should show that we are richer with Christ
in a desert than with a devil in a paradise.

“ Aund, indecd, the day came at last on which
our good baker found himself in a desert, Fred-
eric, powerfully backed by the landlord of the
Golden Plough, sacceeded in drawing the greater
portion of the population to his shop, The land-
lord, who used to purchase for his brewery large
quantities of grain, supplied him with corn at a
price below what the baker could obtain it for.
'l‘.hlls Frederic could sell his bread cheaper than
l.n I8 former master, In short, after somoe vears our
friend was compelled to quit his, busine 8, and,
reduced to poverty, to enter service with the miller
of the village, who engaged bim at u weckl
salary scarcely suflicicnt for the support of himself
und his family.

| conscious that Christ, who was

| side,

He now could see Frederie's |

"years.

| paradise,

SAINT JOHN, NEW BRUNSWICK, FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 1863.

“ Dark clouds now gathered above the head of
this good man, while there was feasting in the
houses of the wicked, and especially in the tap-
room of the * Golden Plough.” Indeed, it seemed
as if the Evil One had gained the victory, and, one
blow, swept away all the good which this servant
of God had established during a succession of
Our friend, obliged to live in a smell cot-
tage near the mill, was, from want of a suitable
locality, compelled to stop his meetings for Bible-
reading and prayer, and to give up his Sabbath-
school.  The small company of seriously minded
people who used to consider him as their leader,
were scattered like sheep-which have no shep-
herd, and many a one whoalread commenced

You will then remember how you preferred to }
be absorbed in worldly affairs, and how little you |
esteemed God's service, and Christ’s atoning sacri- |
fice. You will then remember how you slighted
the means of grace, and all the invitations of his i
love, and, for a few fleeting vanities, gave up ‘

heaven. You will then remember your long re-
jectingthe whisperings of that blessed Spirit, urg-
ing yoa to'prepare for eternal scenes. You will
then remember with how little concern you let
vourprecious moments of probation pass unheeded
unti they had ail passea away for ever.  You will
then remember that those precious moments of
time will return again no more. You wili then
remember those years, months, weeks, days, and

te spen his efrs tothe sohnds ospel, foll | kevre, itk regwet for their loss that _no pen or
asleep again from want of furt xhortation, | language can descri®®  You will remember that

This apparent destruction of his labour in the
Lord’s vinevard struck our friend even more pain-
fully than the ruin of his temporal concerns. He
often would lic down quite prostrate in tears and
groanings at the feet of his Saviour, and ery with
the prophet of old, O God, hast thou cast us off
for ever! Wilt thou be favourable no more?
How long shall the adversary reproach? Shali
the enemy blaspheme thy name_ for ever? And,
indeed, the reproaches and blasphiemies of the
adversaries now increased with every day, and
the - place where they resounded most audibly
was the landlord’s tap-room, now filled with custo- |
mers as numerous and weiry as before,

*“ The Lord, however, did not forsake his faith-
ful servant, nor leave him without his consolation.
[ need not tell you that Mr. G——, especially in |
these circumstances, often would come down, to
strengthen his poor afllicted friend and brother
by his prayerful sy mpathy, and to administer to
him all the comfort lns loving heart could derive
from the word of God, His visits now were like | VOX, and put to it this single (|ll(‘\?iﬂll —[ would
refreshing fruits reached down from the heavenly | 44Y5 “Tell me, “’h“'"'-“ your origin? Tell me, |

He even succeeded in restoring his! what is your purpose I  In a moment I have the |
!
|
!

during their continuance was the time for you to
do the will of God,—and then heaven's eternal
joys would have been secured. You will re-
member that then was your opportunity and
privilege to accept the offers of life eternal,—yea,
that even at the very time while reading this per-
sonal admonition you wight have secured the
salvation of your soul, bv resolving thus : 1 will
(in the strength of the “Lord) now turn from sin
and Satan’s delusive snare, and from henceforth 1
will be a faithful servant of the ever living God.

{

|
. - —— — - — e ———— i
[HE BIBLE AND TIHE BIBLE SOCIETY. |

The Bible! our precious Bible! Al, beloved |
friends, how I wish that we did more thoroughly l
inderstand, appreciate, and know what that book '
teally is; and that we did more fully value, more |
prize, more love, more study it, more strive that |
the movements of our minds should conform to its |
Loly spirit. I would put the Bibleinto the witness- |

downcast brother to his former energy and cheer- | reply, ** My origin is not of the earth, or earthly ;
fulness in Christ. 3 [ am from heaven, and heavenly. My purpose is |
nothing less than this: to promote the glory of
God in the highest, in the salvation of man.” Do
not its pages tell us “ All Seripture is given by in-
your face, You are in a time of t':l.\tillg now ; you spiration of God?” ‘ Itis not v:ll'llll)'. Hold fast
are deprived of nearly every comfort of life : vour ,lhut truth ; “ all Seripture,” from the first chapter
former glory before men is turned into scorn, and | to the last, from the first verse to the last, “ is given
vour good work among thein, at least it seems so, | by inspiration.” Its purpose is salvation to all
is burnt to ashes. This is a sad stute of things | Who “ receive with meekness the engrafted Word.”
indeed, and we have full reason for humbling | Well, there is the key-note for you. But perhaps
ourselves in our closets before our God in tears | You will say, “ Has not the society existed long”
and supplication, for all this mischief and misery [ —blessed be God, I believe it is now in its sixtieth
is the effect of sin, and if the Lord does not come ! year—* and in that space of time has it not effected |
between with his heart-renewing and guilt pardon- | 1ts great, grand, and glorious “_""’l\' 7 It has. i
ing grace, this whole ”'#w‘. will be lost like Sodom | beheve, since the foundation of the society, 74 mil-
and Gomorrha,  DBut While we are in secret M.-:ul-l lion copies of God’s Word have been issned.  You
ing for Christ’s righteousness in behalf of these | Way say, ** Surely, then, the world is replenished,
people, we must, at the same time, in public de- | ;“"‘l the whole earth is L’.’”"‘_"'l with a zone of Bibles, |
fend the cause and houour of our God before en, | What more do you want from us " Rush not so
We must show them that his grace is sufficient | bastily to that conclusion.  These pages are perish-
for us indeed ; and that men, under the agency of | able, though the Word is eternal. ~ The population
the arch fiend, may rob us of everything dearand | 1 inereasing, and thereby the need of the Bible is |
desirable in this IxY.'-', but that l,hv_\" cannot deprive | 83 greal asit was even ‘.‘l“'“ the society commeuced 1
us of our peace and ll-“l’l)lllv\\' in Christ. Re- | 118 labour of love. Of the 74 llll“'““ Bibles which
member how the Prophet Habakkuk honoured | hal been "‘"”‘"l) Great Britain, in the languages
Although | spoken in these islands, hashad 28 mil'ions, Kurope
the fig-tree shall not blossom, he exclaimed, neither f bas hac 24 millions, and America 19, so that there
shall fruit be in the vines ; the lubour of the olive | Yemains, in the sixty years, only four million copics
.\‘/ul//t/vu'/ and the fields shall yield no meat ; the | to suply all the needs of Africa, Asia, India, China,

“* My dear cousin’ he would say to him,
‘remember what the Lord has commanded us.
When ye fast, he said, anoint your head and wash

|
|
|
|

|
!
!
|
|
|
|

Australia, Madagascar, and the Islands of the Paci
be wo herd in the stalls, yet—and mark ye what | fic. Surely, then, you must feel that this work is
a glorious yet this is— 7 will rejoice in the Lord, 1 |as yetsearcely commenced—that never was there
ll'l//juy in the God of my salvation, Now I think | & tine when greater h"'l’ was needed, greater op-
the prophet of the old covenant ought not to | portunity opened.  The whole world, so to speak,
put to shame the children of the new, If the |8 crying out to send them this blessed book.—
wicked, while in prosperity, l't'_iuh'c in their gmf, | Dean Law. ;
we ought-to show that our God causes us to rejoice |
even n tribulation. So, my dear cousin and

brother, anoint your head and, wash your face, (

{

“I AM A CHRISTIAN.”

l‘:;tl|_\' one Slln'l:l‘\‘ Inul'uil:;_;’ the whole station
at Kainanio was thrown into dismay. Tawai, a
fierce and tewrible chief, had snul<l'-~n|} arrived.
His presence hitherto had been t'\'-'l_\\\ht'l't' the
precursor of bloodshed and miscry.

“.uuliml by men,
but raised from the dead l»)’ God, stands l»_\ your
Awake cheerfully, and put vour hand to
the plough again. If anything is lost, it is on the
part of your adversaries. You have lost nothing. |
{ On the contrary, you have gained a great deal.
For it is not a small matter, wdeed, to be counted
| worthy to suffer shame for the Lord’s name’s sake. | Christian "
| Remember what the Lord says to such Cross=  No sooner had Tawai been brought to the foot
l)('ill'l'l'.\, /u'«‘/w‘n' and be 4'.1‘1‘:44/1'//1/ ‘://'h/,./ul' great s | of the cross, than he hastened to '““‘ missionary
your reward in heaven ; settlement, to be more fully instructed in the way
to heaven. The acconnt he gave was this. Like
'_ Naaman of old, he had, in one of his many battles,
| brought away a little maid, and she too, waited
upon her master’s wife,

Not knowing what to augur from his unexpected
arrival, the missionary went in person to inquire,
| To his amazement, the

answer was, ‘1l am a |

(To be Continued.)

WONN DOUDUDLD 9
SON, REMEMBER.
Luke xvi, 25,
| Who ean fathom the dreadful import of these
emphatic words, addressed to the lost spirit of him,
| who, but a little while previous, was clothed in love. Day by dav she offered up her prayer “not
gay attire, faring sumpta »Ivl\li\ every day—living | il for hosselt but foe hat captor and his wife.
entirely unconcerned tor his soul -\\hu“\' absorb- | \'-l“ was one day discovered on her ki a
" 5 - , 3 o \ ’ H 8SC T ) o s OO
ed in the passing pleasures of the h wur  with | \ 2 p : ’
it POASRE pionacres ¢ ' ot | neaving. The chief was enraged, and positively
regard to the requirements of him who holds the forbid Bov nravine agils ¢ but she persisted H.
. . f HIE - she persisted, ¢
| destinies of all in his hands | AU
Ol ]l l ; : ¢ God' g fllu-ll threatened to shoot her: but she said she
L ig sy Careless wriee 'S 8 Ccomn- : 0E ' M
ot A J0 Caroen hegicciorns of God's could not live without prayer. The chief’s anger

!
find; l | d Lins | Was now coanged into curiosity, What could
namy vour own CASUTres, and Nnhy accordinyg : \ -
$J" ’ pica ) ! ey T 2 | induce the child to endure threats and punishment

to your own devices, without regard to mercy's | i

: . o ;% | rather than cease to pray ! He made her repeat
calls, or Heaven's broken laws, remember! Ye | : &l
i B maale ot ls’ l : ' | the prayer and texts in his presence,  The life-
10 are neglecting your souls undying mterests, | - . : :
‘ 8 g youi ying ' gwing word came with power to his soul, He

Lo gather a few sticks and straws, while the angel

4, . | was awakened and converted,
of merey is holding an incorruptible crown over
your head, vemember! Ye who are striving for |
the honors and pleasures of this world, or coveting |
| riches, ease, or renown, as if they were the only
| good, remember! Ye who are rolling in hph‘lulltl
| equipages, or adorning lordly mansious, as if there
! . . bt |
| were no eternity for you to shortly enter upon, |
| remember ! Ye who have closed your eves against
the light of gospel truths—against heaven and
humanity’s calls, remember !  Ye who are dealing
out the intoxicating dranght, and under a double
curse, remember ! Yo who oppress the poor, and
neglect the needy, remember ! Yo who on the
Sabbath buy or sell and desecrate its hallowed
hours, or take God's name in vain, remember ! Ye

But, though a slave this
girl, who was a christian, did not forget the God

mands, remember !  Ye who arve living in gaiety,

Oue of his first acts, after his baptism, was to
visit his old enemies, and entreat them to seck the
Saviour who had made him so happy : and this
| was the chief cause of his unexpected visit to
| Kainaio,

A few words from the lips of this little maid,
through the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, so
| affected his beart that the lion became & lamb, and
| no longer delighted in savage deeds, but in acts of
| love,.— Foreign Missionary,

ittt L
DYING WORDS OF WILBERFORCE.
“Come and sit near me; let me lean on you,”
said Wilberforce to a friend, a few minutes before
who are at easc in Zion, or, like the foolish virging, | his death, Afterwards, putting his arms around
whose lamps are gone out, remember! Ye who | that friend, he said: “God bless you, my dear!”
| are living ouly for yoursclves, without God and | He became agitated somewhat, and then ceased
| without hope in the world, erying, * Peace and speaking. Presently, however, he said : * 1 must
| safety,” while sadden destruction cometh, remem- | eave you my fond friend ; we shall walk no fur-
| ber ! | ther through this world together, but 1 hope we
‘ Ob, remember that the present passing moment | shall meet in heaven, Do not weep for me, |
| only is yours, and if you will now resolve to turn | am very happy. Think of me and let the thought
| from your evil ways, and seck the Lord with all | press you forward. 1 never knew happiness il |
| your heart, then he will be found of you, to your | found Christ a Saviour. Read the Bible—read the
i rejoicing 3 but if you forsake him, and turn aside | Bible! Let no religions book take its place,
| from his holy commands, you will soon, ah, very 1 Through all my perplexities and distresses, 1 never
soon, be with the eternally lost! and then in| read any other books, and I never felt the want of
anguish youn will remember, that you knew your ! any other. 1t has been my hourly study, and al!
duty, but did it not.” You will then remember | my knowledge of the ‘lm;trimm,'un«l all my ac-
that your duty was not a hard, unpleasant task. | quaintance with the experiences and realities of
“ It was ouly to obey God, by turning from sin to | religion, have been drawn from the Bible only. |
holiness, to Christ, to heaven, to * read and pray,’ | think religious poeple do not read the Bible
aud run the Christian race.” cnough. i‘ookl about religiou may be useful

.trnth of the Bible.”

| can leave you all without a regret.

| praver
| pra)

| was adviee given to them in those eapacities; and
! since men

| were most likely to fail; and, therefore, love was
| the duty that was especially insisted upon with

| could not love their wives too well, if the y were

{ the Chureh.”

| wWas no lu\n' \\|AI~'|I l\'tl IS nlh_|n'-'| astray ;
| was true, deep, and hallowed love which always

whom she had been tanght by the mssionary to |

Whoele No. 507,

|

and ending with “amazement,” which he feared
many marriages did. He should conelude it with
a hymn, in which every one might join ; for the
occasion was one of rejoicing, and he was glad
that the bride did not indulge in the silly whim
of erying, as if she were at a funeral. A hymn
was then sung ; after which Mr. Spurgeon pro-

- 9

enough, but they will not do instead of the simple
‘ He afterwards spoke of the
regret of parting with his friends. * Nothing,”
said he, me wmore of the reahty
of the change within me, than the feelings
with which I can contemplate a separation from
my family. [ now feel so much weaned from the
world, my affections 8o much in heaven, that I | nounced a blessing on the newly-wedded couple,
. [ do not love | and prayed that their joys might be like the
| grapes of LEshcol—so many that less than two
could not carry them.

“ convinces

you less, but God more.”
Such were the last words of one of the greatest
and most gifted men the world has ever known. |

How strong his faith; with what a deep and | o e B -
trusting confidence he relies upon God.  With | [MIE BACKSLIDER.
what earnestuess he turns to the Bible, as the nniy Who was he? His name was Demas. % De-

fountain whence true and sufficient comfort can

mas,” says the Apostle Paul, “ hath forsaken me,
be drawn in that dark hour.

having loved this present world.”

There was & time when it was otherwise with
Demas. When, Anno Domini, sixty-foar, Paul
wrote his lf[mllv to the Colossians, he sard “ Luke,
| the beloved physician, and Demas, greet you.”
And again, the same year writing to I’hilemon, he

—_ - -

MR. SPURGEON ON MARRIAGE.
The Rev. C. H. Spurgeon performed the mar-
riage ceremony between Mr, Charles Blackshaw

and Miss Il;,“”“”' l“‘l“",”.(l\ s ll(.l".;.‘:(.—sll.(."t says: *Demas and Lucas, nl_\: fellow laborers,
Chapel, Birmingham, on Tuesday morning. Al | salute thee)' But now, alas! two vears later

though the weather was wet, lh.«- chapel was | o iting to
crowded by persons who were anxious to be wit- | od
nesses of the interesting ceremony, and to .lh':l!' What a change two short vears had made !—Time
what Mr. Spurgeon had to say about marriage. | o o changes; often melancholy changes.
Before commencing the ceremony Mr. .\'}u‘lrgu-n-n rontsann-otiliihnt tiidayelisos
observed that, although marriage was a civil eon- | °

tract, it was the most solemn engagement which
human beings could make, and it was, therefore,
right that it should never be entered into without
an invocation of the blessing of God. Marriage
was instituted at the time of man’s perfection 1n
Eden, and was, therefore, consistent with the ut-
most purity of life and the greatest piety and per
feetion of character. The wrought by
Christ at the marriage feast was full of meaning.
He turned the water into and a happy
marriage turned the water of life into wine,

“ Demas hath for-
resent \\nl'](l f‘

'l‘illln'!ll‘\'. he ’
saken me, having loved this

Savs

Two
But there are no
changes more sad and disastrous than a change in
| the Christian religion for the world, foritis a
| change of salvation for ruin; and this change,
| lamentable, awful as it is, is not unfrequently
| effected in as brief a space of time as two years,

! know this
Two vears ago, the y
might, to human view, have been exemplary Chris-
but carnal and worldly,
'wo years ago, their pastor \‘»\;\Lm: of them,

might have spoken of them as promising, engaged
I‘ lli.\\‘l])!n'\ of Christ,

' Now, referring to them, he
was then offered and the marriage cere-| .o '\0 forced to say *they have forsaken Jesus,
mony was l)"l'fﬂl'llh'(l, \ll .\I»:ll"_fl'nn ”h“.r‘.l“:‘ as | h.’\\'lhn‘ ln\(nl ”lt' \\'1»[!‘1." 'l.nu lbi.l\‘ll Alu ”H' llUPL'-

Y » . . l 1 -
the ring was placed upon the finger of .lht.- B TR e i -
that the ring was an mu'h-n_l :m“l most fitting em | at the most, there ave
blem of love. The gold of which it was made |
was emblematic of purity, and its form was signi-

l l'('l‘ll:ll).\ some of our readers may
from personal experience.

miracle

'
Lians now, alas! are

wine:

The tree is barren ;
“ but leaves nlxl\."

And how is this sad and ruinous change brought

: _ about? How does thebeliever backslide ? Usual
ficant of vmllvn‘. love. At the conclusion of “l“' | Iy in this way :—
ceremony, he said he should venture to say a ll;\\ | He begins to neglect his closet. * Backslid-

words for the benefit of the young people in the Ling,” says Matthew Henry, “ commences at the
congregation who might, one of these days, be | closet door.” Sceret devotions are suspended or
married themselves. Holy Seripture was a book | verformed in a heartless manner. He does not
so full and complete that it never left out any- | :lul\. as formerly, “ enter his eloset, shut the door,
thing that was necessary to make a perfect Chris- | i He is not drawn

- - | and pray to his futher in secret.”

tian. For UPON | thither by a sense of spiriteal want, nor “ lingers,
the relationships of masters and servants, there | | o) 4 depart,” '

; from the pleasure found i communion with Ged.,
and women husbands |
and wives, the Holy Ghost, speaking through the |
Apostle Paul and the Apostle Peter, had given

excellent advice for the guidance of persouns in

First, he to husbands,

in Ephesians, * Husbands, love your wives, even

instance as Christians entered
from satisfaction in the exercise,
would become “Prayer is the Christian’s vital breath,”
and the first symptom of spiritual decline is, the
breathing of the soul growing shorter and more
difficult.

Next the inspired volume is neglected. There
meaning and beauty in its pages than
Once, the words of the Lord's mouth
| were more esteemed than necessary food, and this
“bread of
manna by the children of Israel.
called 'li‘_’)ll Iunl,'~

o *r descended manna was, when Isracl had begun to
msbhand who . ’

these l't'lxtlilvll.\\lilw. said

- “ ’ 118 less
as Christ also loved the Church and gave himselt |

. . " 'l't'nb]l'_
for 1L,

Love was the point in which husbands
was daily gathered as was this

l;lx(
as that

: o8
nie,
now this

""‘l""'t.t" them. It was not often that the wife heaven-

failed in love, She might in obedience, but not |
often in love ; and hence it was the

bread 18

| ' | l hi . Christ llr_zﬂ‘lll‘l.ll". It 1s not ‘i‘l.;‘\ -;x'x:x-l«’ or k 1“]\

| was exhortec l‘u .»\«-” n\‘\\m even as ‘ st | relished. Other books are w(_l'“',‘unk;“, “ Book

| also loved the Chureh. Christ loved the Charch | 7, “ . _ ;

e gl § of books. .\t'\\‘lrllh rs and novels take lill\'l"
infinitely :llul, therefore, as husbands were to i

dence ol 1it, and dust collects on it.

\"..L“ 'L Ol seceret P |\1'!,fl|lll‘!\hi'\ of the Bible
are followed by a diminished appreciation of the
Sabbath The Sabbath is not
the best; and whereas,
pulse of spiritual life 1 the beli

love their wives as Christ loved the Chur h, they

as Christ also loved
He loved it to cleanse it and i'Hlll“'\
it—to make it holy and without blemish; and it
was in way that husbands should

wise in their love. “ Kven

and the sanctuary,
accounted the dav of all

when the ver's

love
The purest and best love was that
which sought the holiness of That
but that

‘ _”"' same soul beats .illl"l\ and hieh, he could not fail to ..!ulll
their wives. the worshipping assembly whenever opportunity
offered, and 1in his warm attachment to the public

Christian

IS l!!',l 1,

ordimances exclaimed —+ |

wWas v .hl
when they said unto me, let us go into the house

N 1 O oLe . Ly "™~ O ‘\\u. \(|| . ™
ought to promote the highest interests of it o B ey ool

How amiable are thy l.l-‘r'lllmu'\,

N | 1 b\ ‘.‘ [ O ) %-‘ : "m 3 ) -
Jl‘l. (l }Ill l l Wi l lll il 'l not t« ll\\iil(l “wi) l."|'l of !)ll‘«l\, ll now can absent llllll.\l“
- M“.‘ g ‘l” cleause her from it ROt l‘.l l'““l” from the Lord’s t mi.h on the Sabbath, at least
into folly, but to take her away from it. us part of the day and often does; and while thus
bands l'll'_'lll to love their wives as their own

absent “thinks hi

OWnHn w |*l".

s own thoughts, and speaks his
No man hated his own flesh, but nourish :

ed it and cherished it. We read inded d ot

bodies.

one

' . x . Moreover, if he is the head of a family, the

demoniac who cut his own flesh with knive \ . ¢ th ;

| \ | | " l 1l family altar has not the worning and evening
’ us y Ver Y aden ac w will ill : \ .

man lllll L Do lI_\' Hearly ademonia llf | & sacrifices laid upon it} the messages of truth

treat his own wife. He must be very far fallen

. : “ N e which his faithful pastor presents from the pul 314
| indeed from the dignity of manhood. The very iy | : l Pl
B~ : . " . | AT captiously enticised in presence of the house-
| irst marriage was a lesson of love to us, The hald s ahans "

woman was taken out of the man, but not from

his feet, for he must not trample on her ; not from

ssages are oo plain and pungent,

or they are personal, or they are not sutliciently

elaborate with human rhetorice.

Illi’*"1'lll< X}'IIN'\
\ ‘g .| p ) Hs { 4 rove 2 l i \ ' ,
| l.n.\ h; .‘nl,.l w she \\.; Iln it 1o L \l m him \l Wt | ¢ Obristian philanthropy,—which are the glory
| :Iulll fl\ \1411-, Il“.‘;l- 118 nﬁll.l ol ||l- must love of tha AZe, Are not Juad sad . hetiahe d : e
'\ () ader S Aar or ¢ OuY 0O roted . |
| !I(I h‘lm undern ln |l|lll, ]| ; | ught to p l ect purse and the hand not generously pen d in their
T .\ . ;‘ { o i) 1 3 ) oL 1\ ~ . 1 3 3
l«‘l. ¢ was to b .l i l.|«>l meet to ‘ (HY behalf: there is conformity to the world in its
his troubles, and to increase his joys.  As Christ aice . " ;
. , 3% : views, principles, customs and follies, and he s
[ identified himself with his people ‘1 and my

satling on the same track with it, and steering for
, that the
person who onece set out fair for heaven has stop-
ped,
behiever

If we erning whom this is
true, may that living God trom whom he has de-

s0 shonld husband and wife be

identical in everything

| In‘ulllq' ure UIN‘H

the same 'H»Hs'.. And thus does 1t ocenn

having no divided ends,
no separate objeets, and neither sorrows nor joys
With reference
| to the duties of wives, Peter was very explicit up
| on this subject in the third chapter of his first
| a'lbi,\ll\'. ” l.llu‘\\iug .\1' WIVES, be in \Hl'.|- cltion to
‘)nlll' l|\|~|n.m\l\; that if any obe y not the Word,
| they also may without the Word be won by the
’ Y g the while llll"\ behold
| your chaste conversation coupled with fear, whose
| adorning let it not be that outward adorning of
| plaiting the hair and of wearing of gold or of
| putting ou of apparcl,  Dut let it be the hidden
[ man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible

retrograded, become a Demas, a backsliden

that were not common to each. vken Chirist,

and has lors

1
h;\\n' a reader con
parted, rouse him to self-examination, repeutance
and ln'x'{.»llll;lln‘r of the first works,—New York

/',‘rvl//"h Lest,

|'|)||\|‘l‘\,1li|||| n[. WIVEeS

THE VALUE OF NEWSPAPERS,

Many persons regarvd the money expended upon
newspapers as so wuch money thrown away; but
CUuse, for 1t s A W «il t\ll"\\ll l‘.l"l'
without exce ivl!"l., that those scholars of both SeXes

this 18 not the
even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit,

which is in the sight ¢f God of great price.”

; |l» .lll'l all ages who have lliti access to Ill'\\slulln'l'n at
inu special oceasions a goodly woman might law- | home, when compared with those who have not,
| fully put on her adornments as well as other | are
| women : but upon ordinary occasions it would be |
better for her to wear nothing but the “ ornament
luf a meek and quiet spirit.”  Ornaments
| valued for their cost, and “a meek and quiet
spirit” was * of great price in the sight of God.”
| Those foolish women who were pleased with hay
| ing an evil report to spread, had nothing of such
price as a meek and quiet spirit.  * For after this
manner in the old time the holy women, also,
who trusted in God, adorned themselves, being
Lin subjection unto their own husbands, even as 4th, They are better grammarians ; for, having
| Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord.” That | become familiar with every variety of style in the
| word * lord” was the only good word in the sen- | newspaper, from the cominon place advertisement
| tence spoken by Sarah; and the one good word
| was noticed, as Christ always noticed what was
good in his creatures,

Ist. Better readers, excelling in  pronuaciation
and emphasis, and consequently read more under-
were | standingly,

2d. They are better spellers, and define words
with greater ease and accuracy,

3d, 'liin'_\ acquire a pra 'ln';;l Ln-\\\l\-nl'_r\tnf oo~
graphy in alwost half the time it requires others,
newspapel tamiliar with
all the Huportant ‘.E.A'w\. nations, their governs-
ments and doings, on the globe,

us the has made them

|

to the finished and classical oration of the states-
man, they more readily comprehend the meaning
In the same way a hus- | of the text, and consequently analyze its construc-
band ought to notice what was good in his wife, | tion with greater ace uracy,

Should he see something to blame in her, orbe Sth. Thev write better composition, use better

| suspicious of anything deserving blame, he had | language, coutaining more thoughts, more ¢learly
better be silent, unless he could mend it. Mr. | and connectedly expressed,

Spurgeon said that if he ended the marriage cere-|  6th. Those young men who have for years been

mony there, it might be said that it was like the | readers of the newspapers are always found taking

Church Service—~begiuning with “dearly beloved” ' the lead in debating societies, exhibiting a wore

!
|
|
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