
1 amount 
“payable 
e death of 
assured, 

w 
T
U
N
 S
E
 
R
T
T
.
 
Y
a
w
 

t
p
t
 

C
O
B
V
O
R
w
W
W
R
 

DD
 

d 

0 
0 
0 
0 
4 
0 
0 —

 

yustl Pre- 
im now 
able for 
eyts yrs 

-
—
 

-
—
 

-
—
 

O
o
 
R
O
N
p
C
R
 

—
—
 

a
S
o
w
w
w
a
a
l
 

m
o
t
o
s
 

—
 

rich have 
nd a com 
1, by any 

ILA lurks 
litudes of 
Tr is pro- 
ited state 
fluid be- 

stain the 
18 action, 
fall into 
crofulous 
y caused 
ving, dis- 
nhealthy 
id filthy 
ces, and 
infection 

is here- 
descend- 
Iren unto 
eration; 
e rod of 
visit the 
pon their 
3 names, 
 Scrofula 
e glands, 
1S Sores; 

every 
the skin, 
ving the 
rification 
ind these 
foul, or 

hat ** life 
s disease. 

hat medi- 
/ m and 
ar supe- 

y all who 
ues truly 
plaints, 
publicly 

following 
Tumor’s, 
las, Rose 
, Coughs 
wellings, 
ligestion, 
Diseases, 
8 of com- 
[inute re- 
AMERICAN 
r gratui- 
irections 
ch it has 
rd relief, 
ns of the 
iccess to 
personal 
zies, and 
¢ and its 
¢ it tends 
duration 
derations 
which is 
e publi¢ 
ough 1t is 
| the best 
you may 
of these 

rot and 
case, and 
tues this 

xpels the 
st out on 

Any com- 

dia noth- 
ointed in 
trial, and 
lence for 
to reach. 
ent medi- 

ople, and 
ver been 

lds, In re 

y known, 
5 that its 

d that it 

0., 
tats, 

, Mass. 

ches 

8, Ioflu. 
ess of 
king 
ron- , 

ngers. 
a Cough 
2 the be- 
ed, soon 
¢ A most 

he year, 
ness and 
sure and 

Swiss 

, 1862, 

you that 
sed to all 
) degrees 
ng in all 
udes, we 
Troches,” 

cases of 
roat, &c. 
T'roches” 

8, please 

hs, &e¢.” 

ston, 
rseness.”’ 
LECHER, 
Affection, "3 
8 are the 
88 to the 
ngland 
" Beside. 
uly 11. : 

ds against 
Wickham, 
ts, duly 
id all per- 
make im- 

Lweoutor. 

nd Sole, 
and all the 
ries in the 

hl, Tools, 
* Hides, at 
Jan 17. 
a —— ee 

ERS, &c 
B. 

3 
| 

‘““THAT COD IN ALL THINCS MAY 

SCOTIA. 

BE CLORIFIED THROUCH JESUS CHRIST.” Peter. [Editor and Proprietor. 

The Intelligencer, 

THE EARTHLY AND THE HEAVENLY 
HOUSE. 

A SERMON DELIVERED BY THE REV. W. ARTHUR, M. A., 

At Highbury Wesleyan Chapel, Sunday Morning, April 5. | 

“ For we know that ifour earthly house of this tabernacle | 
were dissolved, we have a building of God, a house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens,” —I11. Cor. v. 1. 

"Phose are the words of a wan living amidst 
trouble. “ We are troubled on every side; we 

are persecuted.” 

which sometimes happens to us, when if any per- | 

son gives us a cross look or a cross word, or in the 

least degree interferes with our feelings or interest 

on account of our religion, we at once dignify the 
very slight inconvenience by the name of perse- 

cution. 

were sacrificed—his person was not respected — 

his life was He 

always bore about in the body the dying of the 

Lord Jesus—was always delivered to death—in 

It was not so with him. His comforts 

never for a moment secure. 

the continual uncertainty whether he might live 

another hour, and as to what forin of violence sud- 

den death might assume. Yet, though this was 

the state of the case, he does not make much of | 

his troubles. He calls them a light affliction, en- 

during but for a moment ; and he rather looks at 

The effects are 

twofold—in this world, and in the world to come 

their effect than at themselves 

they work a far more exceeding and eternal 

weight of glory. In this world the inward man 

is renewed day by day. 

by suffering, by wrong, by tribulation, by death ? 
Not the wholeman. The outward man perisheth ; 

the hair bleaches, the brow becomes wrinkled, 

the frame decays, the limbs tremble. 

man shows signs of going down under the con- | g going 
stantly accumulated pressure of all these afflictions, 

The 

spirit, instead of being broken by the repetition of 

but the inward man is renewed day by day. 

calamities, is rising up yonder more joyful than it | 
ever was before. llow is this! 

because we look not at the things that are seen, 

but at the things that are not seen. 

no paradox here. 

cal, but that is only at first sight. 

can a man look at what he does not see? A man | 

sees but very few things. The eye was never | 

meant to see everything in this physical world, 

much less everything iu the mniversel It way 
never intended to sec the thoughts that lie within | 

the heart, nor the great world of spirits which is 

48 near to us asthe world of bodies, and with 

which we are infinitely more connected. There 

are things that are seen; there are things that 

are not seen: and according to the state of a 

the other. 

There are things he caunot help seeing; and 

man's heart. he looks at the one or 

there are things that, if the inward eye is closed, 

he never sees at all. The soul has its eye as 

well as the body ; and when the eye of the soul is 

opened, he that up to that time was unconscious 

that he was ever walking and moving in the midst 

of an infinitely populous world of spiritual beings, 
and in the everlasting presence of one great Power 

—one great Judge—sces the things that are not 

seen—disceros the invisible—Ilives in the presence 

of God, of heaven, of hell, of the Judgment-day, of 

the angels that are bright, of the devils that are 
fallen, of the saints that are happy in glory, of the | 
human spirits that are lost in sin. 

come to him realities, and he 

things that are not seen. 

All these be- 

at the 

The mind's eye rests 

upon them, and the conclusion is, that the things 

that are seen are temporal, and the things that 
are not seen are eternal, 

looks 

Oh, would to God you all thought what a ser- 
mon you preach to yourselves in every time you 
say, I must attend to my temporal affairs, Yes; 
you must. They are * affairs” — things to be done, 
They are your affairs. You say “ny temporal 
affairs” —what do you mean § 'recisely the same 
ws if you had said * My temporary affairs” —affairs 
that [ have in hand at present, but that I shall not | 
have in hand long ; mine to-day, but to-morrow 
they may be the affairs of wy son, or of a stranger, 
or of an enemy. The things that are not seen 
are eternal; but the things that are seen are tem 
poral; they are passing away. Now, | have no 
doubt that there are many. here who feel when 
they are honest with themselves thatsuch thoughts 
pressing upon their minds, so far from renewing 
their spirit and raising them above all trouble, 
would be the very things to depress them. They 
feel that nothing would bear them down so much 
as the thought that business, friend, wife, children | 
houses, lands, were but for a moment; or as look- 
ug at the things that are not scen—the day of 
Judgment, the great Judge, the world to coe. | 
cul imagine a person saying, * All this would | 
make me melancholy and sud.” Probably it 
would ; but that was not the case with St. Paul. 
He said that looking at those eternal thingsrenewed | 
his spirit in the midst Sf temporal trouble, Why! 
Why was it that it should produce that effect | 
upon him and not upon you ! Simply because of | 
what is expressed in my text, “* We know that if 
uur earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, | 
we have a building of God; a house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens,” 

Here you sce the Aporcde has in view three 
things, thedissolution before all mortals, the restora- | 
tion provided for all the saints, and the confidence 
that restoration was actually hisown, Tlie dissolu- 
tion before all mortals is this— the « earthly house of 
this tabernacle” is to be * dissolved Vv ¥ 
tion provided for all saints is this the buildin 
of God, a house pot wade with baud, eternal ip 

What—the man renewed | 

It is, he says, | 

He means | 

The language appears paradoxi- | 

You say, How} 

' the restora- | 

the heavens:” the confidence is this “we know 

that we have a Luilding of God, a house not 

made with hands.” 

As to the 

forward to, the body of man is not regarded by 
pissorLurioNy which is here looked 

St. Paul as if it were nothing, or as if it were 

It is not the 

[t is not a mere 

merely an excrescence of manhood. 

man ; yet it is the outer man. 

encumbrance ; itis a house—an abode prepared 

for the offspring of the eternal being who dwells 

within it. It is true that it is but an “ earthly 

And J i tl | house” made of clay, but it is marvellously fashion- 
And persecuted, not in the way | 5 

ed bv God's hands. He that made the eye knew 

¢..ry property of the sunbeams, had perfect mas 

tery Over them, and knew exactly how to harmon- 

ise the operations of the eye with their influence, 

and make the two together do the perfectservice 

The Maker of the eye 

He that planted the ear 

knew all about the world’s speech, and how to 

of the spirit that is within. 

was the Lord of light. 

harmonise sound with the actual human body, 

the service of the 

The Maker of the ear was the Lord 

He that 

about the air, and how to comtrol and command it, 

and make both contribute to 

spirit within, 

| of speech. made this breath knew all 

and adapt it to the purposes of human life ; and 

every breath that goes down into your bosom says 

that the Maker of vour chest was the God of all 

go throu | 4 living. And so.as vou gh every part o 

this body it is, after all, a house set up by wond- 

| rous skill ; but tas to be dissolved. It might have 

| been without dissolution, by a touch of its great 

author changed, —changed from corrnptible, to in 

corruptible, from the earthly to the heavenly and 

spiritnal—made without. the possibility of ever 

again contracting corruption or decay. But it is 

of the Creator that that should be 

| except in the case of the ultimate few who shall 

not the will 
The outward | 

be living when the trumpet shall sound apd the 

| dead shall be raised incorruptible, and they—the 

last of the human race—will be the only part of it 

which will not undergo the sentence that they 

They 

shall be changed, in a moment, in the tw inkling o. 

must see death and pass through the grave. 

an eye, without passing throvgh the trial of the 

| last death. The spirit and the body shall put on 

But 

who are bere in an earthly tabernacle 

their jmmortality at once. not so with us 

the bouse 

that 1s to be dissolved. We are passing through 

a probationary state, provided for the time being 

with an abode commodions, comfortable, and goog ; 

but only temporary. It hath nofoundation §t is 

not to stand ; and after we have done the work o. 

our pilgrimage here, one by one, as the Master 

chooses to call us, we must remove to another 

land ; we must go to the gardens of pleasure Rn 

beyond, or toa place of penalty, Dut every one 

must be removed, not by a single summons, but 

by the actual shaking to pieces of his abode 

around him. The spirit will be removed from the 

body, and the body left to perish earth to earth, 

ashes to ashes, dust to dust. 

When will this dissolution come ? How and in 

what form will it come! We may put death out 

of our path? We nay refuse to prepare to die, 

but we cannot refuse to die, There may be sud 

den deaths in London to day, and tis quite as pos- 

sible that if they do occur they may happen to that 
man who is this day for the first time committing 

| some great Sabbath sin as to that man whois to-day 
| for the first time bowing in penitence to seek his 
God, It is quite as posfible if there should be 

sudden death to-day that they may occur in the 

most crowded thoroughfares as in the House oi 

God. Aud if your were to select four men, one ot 

| them at this mowent in the fore-front of the terri 

ble battle, another hanging on a stranded ship 

over which the sca is rushing, a third on the rail- 
way when two trains crash one into the other, and 

a fourth seated at his own table, surrounded by 

his family, in the midst of health and comfort, tell 
me which of these four men shall first stand before 
God?! We cannot tell, 

they are all mortal. The carthly tabernacle is to 

We only know that 

be dissolved, and we are to stand in the presence 

of the Most High, 

| Dut when the dissolution comes what provision 
18 there for us—what rEsToraTION is there pro- 

May we think of Him who is the 
resurrection and the life, and who, coming np out 

| vided for us ? 

of the grave, opens that grave to our view, and 

makes it shine as the portal of eternal day § Yes, 
here we see the wondrous provision made for us— 

“a building of God, a house not made with hands, 
in the heavens,” 

Our provision is in heaven ; our provision is a 
house ; our provision is a body. In this world 
below God gives us a three fold abode—first, a 

general abode that belongs to every man promis- 

cuously, There is une sky stretched as a curtain 

over us all, and the mightiest king cannot say 
that a richer sky shall cover him. There is one 

| lamp by day, and ten thousand lamps by night 

above us all, and the greatest sage that ever lived 

cannot say that his sun shall be brighter or his 

stars more numerous than those of other men, 

There is one body of air prov ided for every breath, 

and one world of beauty and of glory provided for 

every eye, and neither king nor sage, neither saint 

nor prophet, neither millionaire nor hero, can 

make a difference for themselves in those things 

And so in that 

country-—that wide and wondrous world above— 

which God has given to us all, 

there will be a common provision of glory, which 

| shall be shared.by all that are redeemed; the 

‘same great firmament; the same wondrous sun- 
beams of the Father's manifested glory : the same 

endless stars of beauty ; the same beight, depth, 
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| ble things that shall be open to the humblest saint | that the confidence we have here? No. Thisis 

| to enjoy as to the highest angel. But here we | @ man who is looking at the things that are not | 

have not only this common abode, we have gvery | seen, and he says, “We must all appear before 

one his own dwelling. Standing, under the sabe {the judgment seat of Christ, thy every one may | 
sky and fanned by the same wind, oh what a dif- 

| ference is there between yonder palace and yonder 

| hovel I; and the two human beings whose lot out- 

| side their own door is just the same, provided by 

} provision is! 

the same hand, inside how wonderfully different the 

“In my Father's house,” said the” 

Great Master, “are many mansions.” The poor 

| cotter who has never seen a structure higher than 

[| mansions, 

think again of the 

a shed, when he walks by the king's palace thinks 

ita city, And so itis as compared with his 

hovel ; and yet it is looked upon by the monarch 

who dwells there as his abode, his house. But in 

thet house there are many mausions- this digni- 

tary’s abode, that officer's apartments, yonder 

servant's lodgings—all comfortable, but still many 

In some of the old palaces of Egypt 

even in this day yon may trace temple aftertemple, 

abode after abode; and within the buried ruins 

you may find a whole Arab village, and you 

house with many 

Yet all the heavenly mansions, though wonderfully 

diversified in size, beauty, ornament, are all built 

| on the same eternal foundations, all covered with 

| the same paternal presence. 

the same roof, all illuminated with the same infi 

nite and expressible glory, and all warmed with 

and God 1s there 

| pervades them all; and every dweller in those 

taguvin: thine you look into Uigass preache 
to you and says to yon, “Thou art in the hands of 7 : 3 

And from the body and to be present with the Lord. 

' with hands, eternal in the heavens.” 

mansions is blessed with the sight f lim that 

loved us and gave Himself for us. 

But beside the general dwelling and the indi- 

vidual home there is the still closer tabernacle of 

our own body. Nearer than the sky, nearer than 

the dear, dear roof that we call home: nearer 

than the very arms that love us and surround us 

with affections, nearer than all other thinos—so 
o 

receive the things done in his body according to 

that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.” 

With that before his view—certain that he is to 

give an account of himself to God, and stand, and 

be judged in every action he has ever done—he 

has this confidence. Is it presumption !—that 

state of mind in which a man says, “ Well, I don’t 

profess to serve God very faithfully or zealously, 

| but still I have never been so bad as others; 1 

never have gone into the ways that many of my 

neighbours have done, and I don’t see that I have 

ever committed anything so serious that I need 

| be under any apprehension ; I don’t say that I 

| 

| 
WANSIONS, | 

| 

| justas others. 

| savs, 

ever was converted or born again, or anything of 

the kind spoken of in your Bible, but still 1 am 

not afraid 
" 

Is that the confidence that we have 

Not so. This 

says, “ If any man be in Christ he is a new crea- 

here expressed ? 1s a man who 

ture; old things are passed away—behold all 

He claims no differ- 

On the 

contrary, that by nature and natural character, he 

b 

things have become new. 

ence as between himself and other men. 

was a sinner deserving condemnation and death 

pre- 

another 

This ednfidence, then, is not 

sumption. The man knows he deserves 

lot than that immortal happiness to which he is 

looking forward, What is it then? Is it merely 

a vague aud dim hope, like that of a man who 
“ I, as a poor sinner, would not profess to 

know that 1 am going to heaven; the utmost 1 

| am going to do is to have an humble hope that at 

near to me, to my soul, than I can hardly separate | n 
many a man who will at the great day find him- | the-one from the other except in thought—this 

vou, and says, 

! » " é - . 

| Christ shall rise—rise with a new body —~rise | What,” you may say, “an earnest of heaven ! 

| honour, it shall 

| spiritual body.” And thus changed, thus qualified, 

his own body. How much of our lot below lies 

in that sovereign will which has fixed for every 

man the height, the complexion, the various adap 

tations of his earthly dwelling! 

by taking thought can add one cubit to his 

stature 2” Your own body every day speaks to 

“ You are not your own, you have 

a Maker."W*“ Nehich of you 

CAM pe" i lito 
» 

taking thought 

Your COon- 

" 
onc who numbereth the hairs of thy head 

that mighty be ng does with thee as He wilh, A 

little difference in the construction of the eve may | 

ded ide whether you are to spend your life as a | 

painter, orn some other profession, A very little 

difference in one muscle of the wrist may decide 

whether vou are to run the carcer of a successful | 

artizan, or to spend your life in laborious penury, 

A hittle difference in the ear May decide whether { cation { 

the powers of a bad man, blessed with a beautiful 

voice, shall win you into bad company; a little 

difference in vour stature may decide your lot the way 

“ Which of you | 

: 2 5 on : 3 : | self upon the right hand. , abode which God has provided for every man in | I 8 

last God may set me upon His right hand 7” Now 

that very different state of mind from the 

other two that I have stated. It be the 

state of mind of an humble penitent, waiting upon 

is a 

may 

I believe that is the state of mind of God here. 

But the question is, is 

| it the Apostolic and Scriptural experience which 

. “abe RY 

pin the Body, we ago from the Lord. 

we have here stated ! Is this but a vague hope ? 

Nothing can be more different. No foot can 

tread firmer than this upon the rock on which he 

builds his own eternal security. We know—we 

know that we have a building of God, a house 

not made with hands, And again he says, “ We 

are confident, knowing tha whilst we are at home 

We 

are always confilent™=and he repeats it—*“ we 

re confident 1 sSv¥and willing rather to be absent 

This is not a vague hope. It is very clear, very 

It 

a man who is entirely at rest upon the point, * Am 

definite, very practical, very strong. is that of 

| going Lo heaven or not ” Not HY doubt ol ques 

tion remains, It is one of the experiences ol life. 

How does this confidence come? ls it by edu- 

Is it by a resolution not to look at death 

or be afraid of it? Is it by self-glorification—a 

habit of mind that puts the terrors of death out of 

! Not at all. The habit of mind is one 

whether in a fit of despair you are to become a that brings all the terrors of death, which consist 

soldier or to continue in another career. 

last thing connected with this mortal body, has a | Then whence does this confidence come? 

definite, and it may be a tremendous, bearing | account of it is this : 
upon vour destiny below, If we see this infinite | for this self-same thing is God.” 

And the in eternal judgment, tremendously close to view, 

The 

“He that hath wrought us 

It becomes 

variety in the house provided for the dwelling of | work of God upon the heart, not by education, 
the soul here, we 'nust expect the same vouder, | not by effort and sclf-culture, but by a powerful 
for St. Paul IVES Us every kind of diversity, when | work of God in which he has made us other crea 

we look forward to that great world, 
. 3 | <® : RE we ”"” 

shows that there are differences between one kind | are new creatures, 
of flesh and 

body and another. 

another kind of flesh 

: . alot 1a : ¥ ER "” 
between earthly and heavenly bodies, for *““one | fore we arc always confident. 

“ And | Is given us 

The dead iu | are confident that we are going to that world 

star differeth from another star in slory” 

80 1sthe resurcection of the dea ay 

every one with a body that is fit for an hwmortal 

spirit Lo dwell I, 

citizen ofthe great country, 

his own mansion in the house of the great Father ; | that? 

First he | tures from what we were. 

Then there are differences hath given to us the earnest of His spint. 

Every saint will be a free | I have an earnest of that? 

Being in Ch ist we 
£3) 11.2 

Old things are passed away,” 

between one | ** He that hath wronglt in us this is God, who also 

There- 

When the Spi it 
; 
the earnest of the eternal world—we 

{] 

lleaven is a place without a temptation—how can 

Heaven is a place 

Every saint will have | without a pain—how can I have an earnest of 

A place without a devil, without one bad 

and every saint will have a body fashioned like unto | example, without one fear, one sorrow, onc grief, 

Christ's glorious body. Notthisbody because this is | one disappointment —how can | have an earnest 

flesh and blood, and flesh and blood cannot inherit of that ¢ 

the kingdom of God. Not this body, because thisis 

corruptibie, and corruption cannot inherit incorrup- 

tion, And yet this body , for He that has gi enitthis 

body changes it: “it shall be sown in ~orruption, 

and raised in incorruption ; it shall be sown in dis- 

in glory; it shall be 

sown in weakness, it shall be raised in power; it 

be raised 

shall be sown a natural body, it shall be raised a 

the pure spirit will be re-united to it, and then for 

ous of an immortal home, of an incorruptible 

him that cannot 

removed, of a brotherhood that will never be 

abode, of a world around 

changed, of a glory that shall never decay, of a 

Father from whom he will wander no longer— 

will find himself at home in *a house not male 

The great 

question for you and me is, “Is that question for 

us i” Have Have we a part in that city ! we a 

name in the book of life! Are we among those 

to whom, if the trumpet of the resurrection were 

| bow to sound, it would speak in every tone of im- 

mortality ? 

| the first time, says aul, immortal man-—consci- | 

be | 

| 

1 

All that 

| but above all that it isa place of God's presence 

is true, leaven is all that : 

| and love, and vou can have an earnest of that. 

Here in your tabernacle—-in that mortal body 

| bere, while these glorious things are yet unseen, 
you can feel God's presence and God's love. 

| When the Spirit is given to yon He will bring in 

such a sense of your Father's pr ™ence and favour 

that you will be constrained to say, * It is heaven 

on earth begun,” And when you have this earnest 
| ofithe Spirit then are you * always confident and 
willing rather to be * absent from the body and to 

be present with the Lord.” 

What does this confi lence do ? 

views of life, 

It changes our 

The body is no longer the man ; it 

is only the outer man. Life is no longer a time 

of light in which we see, and feel, and hear, and 
kuow, and are passing to a world where all shall 
be quenched and darkened. On the contrary, life 
with all its advantages and blessings is felt by the 
wan who has this confidence in him to be a time 

“ While I am at home 

the Lord.” 

of dimness and darkness. 

the body, 1 am absent from 

. Mark, he does not run down life, or scold this 
St. Paul here speaks very confidently. | world and call it a waste howling wilderness, 

| wondrous scenes 

S
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enough to shut out from him the glorious universe 

over head. Suppose *the dweller in the tent to 

have been laid on his bed crippled all his life, and 

Let 

campment be in the great plain, so that the poor 

never able to go outside the tent. the en- 

cripple may have been hearing all his life of the 

tell him You 

“ Yonder to the left is Carmel, with its glorious 

around him. 

| height and the bright waves of the Mediterranean 
“ When shall I see it?’ he 

He 

might say, “You tell me that yonder in the other 

dashing at its base.” 

asks. Onlv when he comes out of his tent. 

direction are the hills of Nazareth, and that yonder 

is Tabor, and beyond it Hermon, covered with 

shall 1 The 

| could only be, “ Whenever you come outside of 

| the tent I” “ And vou tell me that here to the 
: . vet . 1 | right is Gilboa, where Saul and Jonathan lay 

| snow—when see them?” answer 
| 

| 

down in their last sleep ; and beyond, distant and 
! 

| gloomy, the hills of Bashan, and between them | | A 
| | to this 

valley, or the sun you talk of, that when it sets 

the Jordan—when am see them, or 

| brings on the night ; or the moon and stars you 

Bi ut 

the only possible answer will be, *“ Whenever yon 

tell me about—when am 1 to see them? 

come outside the tent;” thin as it is, it is enough 

to shut you out from the beauties of earth and the 

giories of heaven.” And so, as long as thou dost 

| is read the hundredth part as much, of whose con 

tents the hundredth part as much is known. There 

is no book, the thoughts, the expressions, the very 

words of which have so entered into the elementary 

We speak, 

Everybody under: 

structure of human thought and speech. 

for instance, of a man's talents, 

stands us. The idea is familiarly known, and is at 

once accepted, in every nation and race of the round 

globe to which the Bible has gone... Why would we 

not be as readily understood, if we were to use some 

other memphor—if we were to spk, for instance, 

of a man’s darics, or his byzants, or his guineas, in 

the same sense in which we speak of his talents? 

Why has that one denomination of money, the Greek 

talanton, become in so many tongues, and to so many 

hundreds of millions of human beings, a mere symbol 

for intellectual gifts, 

the metaphor is quite lost sight of and forgotten ? 

so purely a common noun that 

because Christ, in the parable of the ten 

This 

truth, before unknown to the world, has gone forth 

Simply, 

talents, has taught the race a momentous truth 

among men, associated with the word used by our 

Saviour to illustrate it: and the extent to which both 

the word and the idea have become an integral part 

of the common thought and speech of the race, shows 

how widely the Bible has influenced human thought 

and language 

TUE SEVEN WISE MEN OF GREECE AND THE APOSTLE 

PALI 

In the land of (ireece. In the day gs of her w 1sest 

lawgiver, were seven sages, so famous for their wis- 

dom that the tradition of them had gone into all the 
dwell under the tabernacle, thou art a captive ends of the earth | Taal Sf this sad oniiliaiat 

spirit. Thy native land of light—thine own results of a lifetime of meditation and research into a 
Father in glory—thine immortal brothers ou | few brief sayings, the very pith and quintessence of 

angel's wings—thy palace home on high, and all | the wisdom that was in him. 1 deew it no exaggera- 

the wide wonders of the world of gladness must | 

remain shut out from your view. While you are 

“at home in the body” vou are “absent from the 

| Lord.” 

| And if this confidence thus alters the view of 

| life, how does it alter the view of death? A man 

who has began to feel this confidence fully, when- 

ever he hears another sav, “ When 1 shall be no 

more,” can think thus to himself—* The time 

will never come when I shall be no more. The 

| body will drop into the grave, but then I shall 

| begin to be,” When he hears a son, turning 

away from the death-bed of his father, say, “ My 

father has ocased to exist,” he can say, “ Cease 

to exist! | shall never cease to exist. They may 

to 

toa 

say of me, ‘lle has but cease 

to 

gone, g exist 

better 

The 

that iszall: 
- 

and when I am * absent from the body’ 1 shall be 

never (rone better land, 

to 

earthly tabernacle shall be dissolved 

no, a 

home, better friends, to eternal Joys. 

‘ 
present with the Lord”” One can fmagine the 

crippled dweller in a tent, of whom we have been 

tion to assert, that all the sayings of all the seven 

sages of Greece, combined, do not contain as much 

profound thought and clear practical wisdom, as is to 

be found in the conclusion of a single one of Paul's 

Epistles, and that too, although these wonderful gems 

are there thrown in only ag a sort of incidental post. 

script or afterthought, after the com pletjon of his 

main argument, 

We are not limited, however, in this comparison, 

to the writings of Paul. 

that still more wonderful 

the Mount, 

same divine Teacher 

Turning from them, open to 

summary, the Sermon on 

or to these matchless parables of the 

Can any finite mind conceive, 

can human language ade quately express, the influence 

of such sayings and teachings, when so often and so 

long repeated, and brought to bear upon such an in- 

number as have the words of Paul 

and of Paul's Master ? 

finite of points, 

GOOD OLD ENGLISH BIBLE. 

To the general aspects of the subject nay be added 

That 

the 

one peculiar to the English-speaking nations, 

has become 

lish speaking Protestants, 

version of the Scriptures, which 

common heirloom of all En 

is by common consent the noblest monument of our 

- 1 ha) 3) 1 tl acrente 1 4 i 0 rid fit JIS He 1s tne en speaking, saying to himself, * Oh, what a journey | ™ ther tongu I English Bi le accepted 
. 11 mo | | standard of the English language It has done, and 

it must be before 1 could see the sun. I'hev tell 
3 it is doing more to keep the language to its moorings, 

me it 1s ninety millions of miles away: and when 

I do get out of my tent what wings shal! 1 get to 
than all other causes combined If, in the startling 

rush and progression of new ideas, the language do 
carry me! So he might think, and if he had not drift entirely from its moorings, so that Bacon 
not been better taught strange would it be to him | and Milos , and Shakespeare, will have to be read 
when a rent was made in his poor thin cove ring, by our descendants with the he ip of a lexicon and a 

to have his eye filled with the glory of the sun commentary, as native Greeks have now to read Plato 

So will it be to the Christian the moment the and Demosthenes, it will be be ause, through all 

° 3 ) ’ : a 1's ONS nel sh sit | 111 H | tabernacle fails to possess the spirit ; the soul w |] | COmMINg generations, every Engli pearin p shall 
y , ’ | be trained from infancy to the golden accents of the stand in the hght ot eternity, I'o be “absent ’ § a , : : 

‘ y —_ , s+ | English Bible Of the more than seventy millions from the body” is to be * present withthe Lord, : : ) : . who now speak this wonderful tongue, there is not 
“W herefore, says the Aj ostle, “we labour, ) y | . one, whose dearest houschold words are not drawn 

iat whether presen absent we my » accepted ' 3 tha 1ethe pi sent orabvsent we may be accepted from that priceless depository I'he writer or the 

of him.”, This is the great practical lesson to be 

learned from this subject, Show me a man who 

savs, “I know [ am converted—that I am a child 

of God and cannot be lost,” but who chooses to 

live 1n a way that 1s not pleasing to God,—that 

fact proves that his confidence is a false confi 

dence. The test of a true confidence is this, 

“the labour that whether present or absent 

we may be accepted of Him.” Can you believe 

that a wan 1s really going to heaven who is not 

When 

emnity of a royal marriage was about to be 

preparing for heaven { the great sol 

celebrated the other day, if vou bad gone into the 

apartment of any one whose position entitled him 

to be present at the wedding, and found no signs 

of 

“ 

at 

It would be impossible fo 

preparation, you would have said once 

You are not going.” 

| & man to appear there without asking * How am 

“ How shall 1 stand before God ” 

If your feet are really drawing near to the gol 

| to appear ¢” I 

den 

gate, yon will often be looking to see whether 

they are shod with the preparation of the Gospel 

of peace. If you are really expecting that an 

angel's hand or wing will soon be extended to 

carry you upwards, you will be asking yourself 

Yes, 

perhaps some of yon may be in such company 

| whether you are ready for such company. 

to-day. Before this day is over | may be carried 

into the Palace of the great King, and the Monarch 

Himself may have exchanged a word with me. 

If 

this hope is in you, you have * purified yourselt 

But this thought need not make you afraid. 

as He is pure.” If this hope is not in you, © way 
God Himself, who sent Christ to be the resurrec- 
tion and the life, give it to you to-day, Lift yom 
heart to Him, and ask Him to prepare vou to be 

| “for ever with the Lord.” Amen aud Amen, 
| | 

THE BIBLE AS AN EDUCATING POWER 
AMONG THE NATIONS. 

We quote the following suggestive and eloquent 
passages from an admirable address on ** The Bible 
as an Educating Power among the Nations.” by | 
John 8. Hart, L.L.D., editor of the Sunday S:zhool 

speaker among us, who wishes to utter his thoughts 

in words which shall have power to stir the public 

heart to its lowest depths and its widest circumference 

should give his days and nizhts to the study of the 

le Eaoglish Bible who wishes merely to enrich his 

own mind, should allow it to be steeped, as it were, 

in the very words of that marvellous book 

If any one would appreciate fairly the influence of 

the English Bible, in Keeping the language from drif- 

ting away from its standards, Tet him reflect that in 

this re pect, now, al the end of two centuries and HY 

half, we are no farther from Shakespeare, whose 

writings were contemporaneous with King James’ 

Version, than Shakespeare was (rom Spencer, who 

The 

change in two hundred and fifty years since the pub- 

was only some twenty years his predecessor, 

lication of the English Bible, has not been as great 

as it was before in less than a single generation, Had 
it not been for the influence of this marvellous book, 

Shakespeare might now be to us the almost sealed 

book that Chaucer is: and Dryden's translation of 

Chaucer would itself need to be again translated into 

more modern English. In fact, down to the time of 
James 1, the language was in a constant state of flux. 

I'he authors of one generation became obsolescent to 

But, 
all at once, this onward and downward tendency was 

the next generation, and obsolete to the third. 

fixed, a 
solid and enduring continent in mid-ocean, receiving 

arrested. This wandering island became 

from all quarters increments and additions, enriched 

and enlarged by contributions from every clime, but 

| retaining, in its centre and heart, all its primeval 

elements, towards which every wandering bark might 

safely dircet its course, as to a haven of rest, 

To this benign result, there can be no doubt that 

our English Bible has contributed more than all other 

causes combined. It has done for the English what 

no societies of the learned, no autoeraby of letters, or 

of science, has been able to do for any other tongue. 

It has given to our language a fixed point, immovable 

as the everlasting hills, a solid, granitic formation of 

rude, homely, elemental Saxon. No floods of change 

can ever disintegrate or wear away the enduring 
mass, There it stands, like the upheaved form of our 

own Alleghanies, with no more depression of its height, 
no more deflection of its line, than when the rude savage 
still hunted at its base. Whether our race shall sur 
vive for two centuries or for twenty centurivs, the 
great backbone of the language, the central stock of 

Time 8’ ~ We know that if the earthly house of this taber- | though it is far more so to him than to vou. He 
nacle were dissolved we have a building of God, | is always praising God for its enjoyment. But 

| What is this confidence? 1s it indifference ?— | still, while in the body here he is absent from the 
| that state of mind in which a man says, “Oh, 1| Lord. The tabernacle is a frail one, but still 
ain not afraid to die; God lias been good to me in | enongh to shut out heaven from the view. A 
this life ; He will in the next life, Ido not trouble | dweller in the desert calls his tent his house. 

| 

It | 
length, breadth ; the same untold and to us ineffa- myself as to what is to come after the grave.” Is | is but a slender covering of canvass, but still it ie 

INFLUENCE OF THE BIBLE ON THO! GHT AND LANGUAGE, 

Recall for a moment some of the facts of the case, 
here is no book of which so many copies are in ex 
istence as the Bible. There is no book of which so 

| many copies are annually made. There is no book 
which exists in so wany languages. 

its eleaents, its household words, all the grand old 
terms by which the heart still continues to tell its 
Joys and sorrows, will still be the same that you and 

| now use, and that our forefathers and foremothers 
have used for moire than ten generations, No legis- 
lation, civil or ecclesiastical, ean ever weed out from 

There is no | the heart or banish from the tongue, of the English 
| book which so many people have read thro igh, which ! gpeaking race, the words of its Englich Bible. While 


