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A MAN OF GOD.

BY THE REV, G, M, RANDALL, D. D.
“A Man of God.”—1 Saml. ix. 6.
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L A man of God.”

The lapse of ages has wrought no changes in
the glory of his title. It is wow, as it ever must
be, the highest designation, that a human being
can attain in a fallen world. b

The children of men are naturally ambitious.
They aim at distinction, and struggle for titles.

8 Rarely is one found so strangely unrelated to the
. world around him, that he neithec seeks nor
desires a place of prominence or power, and carcs
not for the record of lis life, which others are to
read. The distinctions of the world are somectimes
accorded to him who labors for them, though
rarely to the full measure of the ever-expanding
demands of his ever aspiring spirit.
t  This universal disposition is early developed.
The young mau aims to be a man of wealth ; or,
he desires to be a man of talent; he strives to be
a wan of influence ; he covets the place of a man
of power ; he is anxious to be a man of learning.
Honors have a charm for his young eye, and he
wants to wear them just as soon as he reaches a
man’s estate,
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.1t‘-’ : : Nor does this feeling subside when the ardor of
137 12 0 youth gives place to the sterner qualities of mature
11:‘7‘ }j :: life. It warks distinctly, the manhoed of the |
156 8 4 race, until it reaches the second childhood.

}'_); }': $ Yet, how like man himself are the «istinctions
A ( )

for which he lives and labors? They are here
to-day and gowne to-morrow. Like the morning
cloud, they take on the form of substantial beauty,
and stand above the horizon, emblazoned by the
L glories of arising sun, and in an hour, they have
vanished. They have faded awar, like a dissolv-
ing view, beyond the reach of any resurrection of
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{;’ 12 1‘; In contrast with all this, there is an abiding
20 & o distinction, which towers infinitely above them;
2310 3 lies beyond the ebb and flow of the tide of human
82 1; (;' events ; is at the mercy of no fickle fortune, and |
:«1) g 10 which neither comes nor goes at the capricious |
, B

" bidding of the popular will; it is the immortal
honor attained by Samuel the Seer, when he
received the title accorded to him in the text :
“A max or Gop."”
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| “God is holy,” and “ without holiness”

they shall become the kingdoms of Christ. Hence
he 18 loyal to it; loves it, serves it, defends it ;
labors to extend it, delights to dwell in it, and
hopes to die in it, i

The “man of God” honors the ordinances of
God, by promply receiving them, and devoutly
employing them, because they have been divinely
established, It is the divinity of their authority
which is to him, conclusive of their necessity.
Hence, he neither dare, nor desires to undervalue
them, nor to neglect them. He does not allow
the superstitions of any class of Christians to draw
him into an undue cstimate, nor to drive him into
an unlawful neglect of what God has ordained as
sacraments iu His Church. He holds to them,
honors them, uses them, as the creations of Christ
for the special spiritual benefit of his people. He
makes them just as important as Christ made
them, no more or no less. He is not afraid to
place this value on them, fecling that when he
rightly reverences and duly employs them, he
honors Ilim who ordained them, and receives a
spiritual benefit in his own soul.

The “ man of Goa,” is he who is no longer “ a
man of the world.” Ile has learned, and is acting
upon the lesson, that he *“ecannot serve two
masters.” He has submitted himself to the
sovereignty of the Most High. Having surren-
dered his own will to that of his Maker, he sub-
jects his reason to Revelation, and thus completely
subordinates the human to the Divine; hence he
does with a willing heart aund ready hand, what-
ever God requires him to do, whether he be able
to see the reason for it or not. His life is, there-

hopeful, trustful obedience.

The man of God,” is a man of holiness; since
A Do man
can see God. He aims to be perfect as God is
that perfection. e secks to clear himself of the
entauglements of sin, and to wed his heart and

| life to the principles and the pursuits of the un-

defiled.

Gop 1§y MAN, is the immaculate model of the
“man of God.” Jesus Christ is his great exem-
plar. To walk in the steps of the Son of God, as
He walked when he was in the flesh, to have His

| mind, to cultivate His spirit, to imitate Ilis con-

duct, to obey His precepts, to ¢llow after Him and
as near to Him as he can, is the aim and the effort
of the “man of God.” All his dutics and all his
pleasures are graduated by the scale of a divine
love and law, marked by the unerring hand of

title, before which every honor of the world pales |
into a blank, is within the reach of every child of |
Adam. There is no better passport for the living,
no nobler eulogy for the dead, than that which is
found.in this appellation. But this distinction is |
not limited to the ages of time. It goes with the |
soul, in its joyous journey to paradise ; and while it |
marks the track of life on earth, with a bright line
of celestial light that makes the memory of thesaint
precious and profitable, it sheds a halo over the
spirit in the spirit-world, which, in the celestial
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g which alone can crown bis life and its labors, with
“ — the'ubldmg glories ut' a true success,
: -] o Recognizing the Sovereign of the skies as the
CIAN.

supreme source of every good, he walks humbly
¥ before Him in a conscious sense of i
i ness, and has no proud looks, nor defiant thoughts,

nor l‘tfl)glliuus words. The spirit of an humble
_submission and a holy obedience rules in his heart,

mntrola. his life, and identifies his career with the
cause of Heaven,

his unworthi-
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and receives it as a revelation of the Divine will :
a message from his Father to himself, written for
!m? lqanung. He believes in its inspiration, in its
infallible wisdom, its gracious promises, its divine
laws, its system of salvation. He makes it the
‘rulc of lps life in time—the foundation of his hope
i cternity. He loves it and be honors it, and
holds fust to it, as the most precious treasure, that
the Creator has committed to his hands,
"l‘he_ “man of God” is a mau of praver. His
filial, fervent love makes Lim such. As a child,
e seeks for communion with his Father in
J_lcav’cn. To Him he looks, and delights to look,
§ for pardon for the past, for strength for the pre-
ssent, and for direction in the future, Feeling his
m‘ntuluegu, he hastens to confess it; conscious of
’lli)l" _entire dcpcl'nlcncc upon the bounties of the
Ivine hand, ln; nuplores the gift which both soul
and body require, and as gratefully, thanks the
merey that bestows it,
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'l'l’! ‘e “ man of Goc'i" is, moreover, a man of faith.

118 18 th? light of the law by which he walks,
l".'d by Which be sees two worlds at once, By this
e "e'l'g'“" 18 made a reality. His faith in the
_ ﬁ:‘{:'“l"d Wisdom and goodness of Him, in whom

ved in the

ds,

uts, the G eves, s tirm and abiding, He has faith in
all kinds, . ’U“P}'l. as the only way of salvation, in all
™ means of grace therein ordained, for the rescue of

4 ruined world, from the Joint dominion of death
of al kinds. and the devil,

The “man of God”
Gobn : in His divinity,
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of maukind,
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> Diaiots Go?;h" " man of G'od” has faith in the Church of
| States and S 'hb“'u use it is the Charch of God, Itis, in his
ts, 62 cents, - vyes hallowed by the promised presence of Himwho

L founded it upon the

g the larger rock of his own immutabili

| Christian but a dut

“ A man of God” is ke, who, while he believes |

to the founding of an ewpire; to whom he is to |

ing daily and diligently to Him for direction and |

The *“man of God” believes the Word of God, |

Jesus, lHence, as a sinner, secking his salvation,
as a saint glorifying his Redeewer, and laboring
for others’ welfare, he abides in the Church, and
proves by the soundness of his faith, by the faith-
fulness of his labors, and by the integrity of his

| heart and life, the genuineness of his profession.

Butthe “man of God” is not only a faithful

I:/'u[ citizen, He l'k‘gal‘dﬂ Je-
hovah as the King of two kingdoms, and himself
| the subject of both. Hence, he is as careful to be
| as correct in his business as he is devout in his
| devotions ; and is loyal to the State and to the
| Church sinee the government of both is divine.

| * In rendering to “ Camsar the things which are

] Ve Mgt 2" 3 3 | ) 3 -
| Ceesar's” n “ lmum:ng and obeying the civil

| the publigeweal, in promoting good order, in re-

specting the laws, in xustuiuing the government,

| he does what he deems to be the duties of his
| religion; and thereby shows to the world, that he
| is “ @ man of God.”

When God calls the “man of God” to die in

| defence of the faith, then he goes cheerfully to the

stake to receive the crown of martyrdom.  When
| “ Ceaesar” calls him to the scene ul"li(-rv conflict, in
defence of the Government, which Heaven has
| ordained, and under which Providence has placed

him, then he promptly heeds the call, and goes

firmly forth, as *“a man of God,” to ficht for that
| heritage of liberty, which Heaven has given him
| to use, to enjoy, to defend, and o transmit.

% The *“man of God” unites in his life, the saint

and the citizen, and by his consistent conduct
adorns the character of both, He ignores no
| duty, flinches at no hardship, rightfully demanded
of bim, in Church or State. He manfully stands
forth to bear the common burdens, to do the com-
mon duties, and to share the conmon dangers with
those who are united with him, in the same house-
hold of faith, or in the same national familv.

The “ man of God” manifests his faith by his
works, and carries his religion into the world
wherever he and by its power, hallows
whatever he does, and thus reflects to all about

2 H‘S,

Righteousness.

STATED DAILY PRAYER.
BY THOMAS GUTHRIE, D. D.

It is the morning and evening that Nature, who
gives her nights to sleep and her days to work,
pays, if | wmay so say, her worship to God., Atdewy
morn and eve, from their golden and silver cclnm'l‘;,
the flowers offer the incense of their fragrance, and
skies and woods which were mute during the heat
of the day and darkness of the night, break out
into a melodious burst of song. The bird that,
leaving God to care for it, slecps with its head be-
neath its wing in the darkness, and spends the busy
day gathering its food or catering for its vuuué.
drops at even from the skies, singing, into its grassy
unest; and mounts thence at rosy dawn to ln'uia'.c
God by the gate of heaven ere it begins the labours
of the day. And so, in a way, does every man and
woman who has the least pretensions to a Chuis-
tiau’s character—moruing and evening finds them
on their knees before God,  What day closes with-

to be confessed and pardoned ! and what day is
euntered on that has not burdens to be borue and bat-
tles to be fought, to which it behoves us to go forth
guided by the counsel, guarded by the power, stren-
gthened by the grace, and defended, like a mail-clad
warrior, from head to heel, by the whole armour
of God? "To omit prayer is to go to battle having
left our weapons behind us in the tent is to go to
our daily labour without the strength imparted by
A morning weal; is to attempt the bar, where
breakers roar and rocks hide their rugged heads,
withont taking our pilot on board, If from & senso
of weakness Moses, on Sinai's thundering, flashing,
quaking mouut, exclaimed, “If thy presence go
not with me, let us not go up,” well way we say o

works and warfare, “Unless thy presence go with
us, let us not go down” Tharefore ought men
unless in very rare circumstances, always, mornin,

anct has replenished it with the life givine vaco |
o m evers: S i Holy Spirit; and T euey e 51106 races of
3how Cards, of His own divinity, »0 that *phe gates of hell
ing Zhos. Shall never prevail agaiust it” He has faith in it
S 1. us the divinely orduno_d reformer of the world, in
e s grand consummation of the great work of
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and evening, to pray. Thus, like soldiers on th.
contlict, we grind our swords for battle with th.

evangelizing the kingdoms of the earth, so that |

fore, always and everywhere, marked by a spirit of |

perfect, and holiness is the crowning excellency of |

| authority,” in cheerfully bearing the burden of |

him, the brightuess and the beauty of the Sun of

out many mercies to be grateful for, aud many sins |

the world, with its daily trials and temptations, |
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world, the devil, and the flesh ; and thus, when the
day’s combat is over, retiring to pray we apply a
' healing ointment, the balm of Gilead, to the wounds
of conscience ; and thus, as a begrimed workman
on coming home repairs at eventide to bathe in
flowing river or swelling sea, we resort to prayer
to wash away sin’s daily guilty stains in the foun-
tain of Jesus’s blood.

Judge Hale, one of the greatest ornaments of
| the English Church and the English bench, in ex-
| pressing the value he set on the Sabbath as a day,
not of business or worldly recreation, but of holy
rest, said that he found the work of the week go
well according as the Sabbath had been kept well.
For as I have seen one stroke of an cagle’s wings
send her, witheut further effort, sailing a long WAY
on through the fields of air, the impulse which a
| welispent Sabbath gave him was sensibly felt
throughout all the running week. As much may
be said for daily prayers—the morning, elsewhere
than in the skies, settling, for good or evil, for con-
quest or defeat, for progress or backsliding, the
character of the coming «lay. Therefore ought
men always to pray, morning and evening day by
day.

Are our bodies so conmstituted that the food of
one day suffices for the wants of the next? Do
| even occasional banquets dispense with the neces-
sity of daily bread! Are the arrangements of
| nature such that one bright day each week is
enough—sufficient to melt the snows of winter, to
turn the naked forests into a sea of foliage, or cover
| onr fields in autumn with sheaves of golden corn?
| No; the body needs daily bread ; fields for the
|
!
|
i
|

| ripening of their fruits, and gardens for the beauty
of their flowers, need daily sunlight, if not sunshine.
| Aund the soul ecannot thrive, nor its graces grow and

ripen, without daily prayer to God and frequent
| communion with the skies. I say, therefore, we
| ought always to pray morning and evening at the
| least ; so much oftener, so much the better—and
the result, if it is devout, earnest, believing prayer,
will be to maintain our spiritual life under what
appears the most unfavorable circumstances. On
the rocks by the sea-shore I have scen marine
creatures living when the tide was out; notin the
briny pools it leaves, but on the dry and naked
rock—in the withering air—in the burning, broil-
ing sun. They live because, when twice each day
the foaming tide came in, and rising, covered the
rocky slielves they clung to, they opened their shut

them when the tide went out, and till next tide
came in. Even so, twice a day also at the least,
are we to replenish our thirsty souls—fill our emp-
tiness from the ocean of grace and mercy that flows,
free and full in Christ, to the least of saints and
chief of sinners. In Him dwelleth all the fulness
of the Godhead bodily.

- —- -

THE DREAMY HEARER.

In one of our large churches, perhaps the one
in which you, my reader, are wont to sit, there
sat from
spectable

position in life, He came as many
others come: he went as many others may go.
For some fourteen years he was “a constaunt
hearer ;" so the officials said.

This man was sick, and was in view of death,
when a mnister ealled tosee hiw, and carefully
inquired into his state of mind. e was uncon-
verted ; and more than this, he was dark. When
urged to seck for pardon, and not to rest until he
knew his sins forgiven, he expressed great surprise,
He did not kuow that it was possible.

“ Not know that it is possible ! llave you not
attended——church "

“Yes,” was the replyv; “but I do not know
| that I ever heard a sermon.”

“ What do you mean{ You have regularly sat
there for some fourteen years and not heard a ser-
mon? How can that be?”

“ Why,” said he, “ the truth is this : as soon as
| the preacher took his text I began to think of my
| business ; and I acquired such a habit of abstrac-
| ion, that while the preacher was preaching I
| could trace out on the panelof the seat before me
| all the work of the past week; and, having re-
viewed that, could lay all my plans for the week
to come. And the consequence is, that 1 do not
know that I ever heard a sermon.”

That man had a long affliction, and we have
good hope that he proved the Joy of pardon ere
he leftthis world. But how many dreawy Liearers
are left!  Not sleepy hearers, who tell all around
| them that they are not hearing auything ; but
dreamy hearers, who sit with eyes wide open, and
ears quite closed. What were you thinking
about, my reader, only the last time you sat nnder
the sound of the Word ! DBusiness 'paar, busicess
cuming y pleasures goue, pleasures for to-morrow ;
some ouc's dress, or, it may be, your own; or
what else ?

Iie sure that to sit in the house of God will not
secure to you the profit of the service, unless you
| will take care to listen, to *“ mark, learn, and in-
| wardly digest” what you hear,

hours sct apart for the worship of God to thoughts
of business or pleasure. DBe watchful for the
future, and pray that you may watch. Otherwise,
when the time of fierce temptatien comes, or the
time of trial, or when death itself approaches, you
too may find that vou have failed to learn the
 lessons which most you needed ; the very lessons
which were most frequently set before you, KEvery
sermon may be to you a means of instruction or of
confirmation ; only be not a dreamy hearer.—
Christian Miscellany,

e

Tuae Learseo Man's Comronrr.—* I bave taken
much pains,” says the learned Selden, “to kunow
|everything @it was esteemed worth koowing
| wmongst men ; but with all my disquisitions and
{ reading, nothing now rewmains with me to comfort
| me, at the close of life, but this passage of St. Paul,
‘It is a faithful saying, and worthy of all accep-
tation, that Jesus Christ came into the world to
save sinners; to this I cleave, and bherein 1 find
rest.”

Tue Carisriax’s e sT.—Rightly is it decreed
| that “at the name of Jesus every kuee shall
i bow!” The Jew may trust in his sacrifice, the
| Papist in his peuances, the SBocinian in a life con-
t formed to the morality of the New Testament, the
Cinfidel in one framed after a plan of his own, the

nominal Christian in his punctual worship, added
| to his respectable character ; but, alas! they need

a better confidence, and they need a surer foun-
| dation for their hope of safety, since there is ** none

other name under heaven given Among men

whereby we may be saved,” except the nawe of
Jesus,

and shelly mouths to drink in water enough to last |

Sabbath to Sabbath a tradesman of re- |

You are not |
serving God, but mammon, when you devote the |

THE EYE OF GOD.
An individual once dreamed that the sky was
one vast eye of God ever looking down upon him.
He could never get out of the sight of this all see-
ing eye. He could never look up, but this awful
eye was gazing upon him. The thought suggested
in this fearful dream is true. God’s eye is always
and everywhere upon us. Ilis eye goeth to and
fro in the earth, beholding the evil and the good.
The darkness and the light are both alike te him.
His eve sees offenders of cvery kind—the story-
teller, the pilferer, the cheat, the swearer, the
prayerless, the impenitent, and ithe disobedient.
The Judge is always looking on. When Lafay-
ette was confined in the Austrian prison of Olmutz,
an invisible spy guarded hie door, and watched
his movements. An orifice was cut throngh tho
door, just large enough to admit an eye to sec
and be seen. All that the prisoner could discern
| was that single eye, which perpetunally watched
‘him, for some eye was alwavs there. The first
object that met his waking gaze in the morning
was that eye; and every movement in his cell
throughout the day, he felt that eye upon him;
his last thought at night was the eye was there,
By no means eould he escape its glance, even for
amoment. It glared upon him incessautly, until
the sight of it became almost intolerable. 1s it
not a fearful thought to a wicked person, that the
ever-wakeful eye of Jehovah 1s always and every
where upon him ? that though he take advantage
of the darkness to commit iniquity by stealth, his
most secret sins are set in the light of God’s coun-

his deceitful heart, and his hidden acts of wicked-
ness ! that when he takes the ntmost precaution
| to keep his guilt concealed, there is One present
| at its committal, by whom it will never be for-
gotten, and who will yet reward it according to
its deserts ? that when he looks on the right hand,
and sees no man, on the left, and there is none to
! behold, there is a Being ever beside him, \\hiw-
power he has the greatest reason to <lr~-.;ul ! “You
have forgotten to look one way,” said a boy to
his father, when, having looked on all sides, he
was about to commit a theft. “You have for-
| gotten to look upwards.” The words made the
| tather falter in his purpose, and drove him, con-
| science-stricken and trembling, from the scene of
his intended theft. The invisible presence of God
| is enough, were it properly realised, to arrest the
| transgressor in his course, to p;n':xl_\.'w his arm
when uplifted in the commission of sin, to make
his tongue cleave to his mouth, when giving utter-
ance to the language of falsehood or profanity,
| and his knees tremble, and his heart to quake,
| until he could plunge into the depths of the earth,
if he might thus conceal himself from his sight,
and escape from the presence of the all-seeing
God—from the sight of Lhim whose *
the ways of man.”

¢vyes are on

- -

| BIBLE NOTE.

“Thine eyes shall seethe King in his beauty.”—(Isa.

xxxiii, 17.)

|  What was the sight of Hezekiah, released from
| his aflliction, and appearing cheerfully in his royal
; robes to his subjects, after the destruction of the
| Assyrian army, compared with another sight!
“We see Jesus, who, for the suffering of death,
was crowned with glory and honour.”
the days of his tlesh, with their bodily eves beheld
his gln'r.v. And perhaps we are ready togenvy
them the privilege. But this sight of him was not
accompanied with salvation—* Ye also,” said he,
“ have seen me, and believed not;” and to those

Some, 1n

will not come unto me that ye might have life.”
On the other hand, there 18 a substitute for this

sight of h'in ; and it is infinitely more available

and he is the subject of it, who sees him, not with

with the eve of faith—* He that seeth the Son,
and believeth on him, hath eveirlasting life.”
There is a spiritual perception of him, as much
distinguished from common knowledge as the
| taste of a thing isfrom the report of it.  "Thus ll‘m
i apostle says, It pleased God to reveal his Son in

{ vation,
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But when he appears. and smiles again,
it is more than the joy of morning, after a dark-

| some night ; or of spring, after the dreariness of |

| winter.

| of trouble !

How delightful is the sight of him in the hour
It is then, when our purposes are

| broken off, even the thoughts of our hearts;
| when friends fail and betray ; when health declines

| heaven?
| they shall see his face.

—1t 18 then we look towards him who is the con-
solation of Israel, and say, “ This man shall com-
fort us :” “This man shall be the peace when the
Assyrian cometh into the land.”

How delightful is the sight of him in the hour ,
of death ! 1t loosened Simeon from all below, and
made him more than willing to depart; wishing,
now he had seen him, to defile, to vex his eyes
with nothing eclse. And how mavy have since
sad,

‘“ Jesus, the vision of thy face
Hath overpowering charms:
Scarce shall [ feel death’s cold embrace ;
If Christ be in my arms !"”
the blessedness of a

What then is
serve him; and
“ Father, 1 will that

Such are the influenze and
sight of him, by faith,
“His servants

h"l'(‘.

] "
shnail
\

| they whom thou hast given me be with me where

| him!
| will be uninterrupted.

| of him

[ am, to behold my glory.”
that sight

How superior will
ve to all our present apprehensions of
It will be clear. It wil! be ceascless. [t
[t will be perfect. 1t will
Whatever we have read or heard
before, we shall with the

be immediate.
then exclaim,

| queen of Sheba at the sight of Solomen, “ The

{ tenance ? that he knows the subtle plannings of |

bxiv, 25

halt was not told me !”"—Reo.

Win. Jay.

THE THREE TEMPLES.

The temple of Solomon retained its pristine
spl«'ns]ullrl»lt tllil“.\"!ltlv'»' years, when it was
plundered by Shishak, king of Egypt (1 Kings
y, 26). After this period it underwent sun
dry profanations and pillages, and was, at length,

‘llllt'l'i\' destroved by N«'ivllt'}z:('luv/./,;ll‘. Lm:_: of

Babylon (a.m. 3416, B, ¢, 588), after having stood,
according to Usher, four hundred and twenty-
four vears, three months, and eight days. After
lying in ruins for fifty-two years, the foundations
of the second temple were laid by Zerubbabel, and
by the Jews who had availed themselves of the
privilege granted by Cyrus and retnrned to Je-
rusalem { Ezra 1. 2; iii. 8).

They had not proceeded far, however, before
Iln')’ were nlu]lgc«] to desist, on account of an order
from Artaxerxes, king of Persia, which had been
procured through the inisrepresentations of the

Samaritans and others (chap. iv. 1). During

| fifteen vears the work stood still : but in the second

year of Darius they re-commenced their labours,
aud on the third day of the month Adar, in the
sixth year of Darius, it was finished and dedicated
(Ezra vi. 15, 16), twenty-one years after it was
begun (8. c.

615). The dimensions of this temple

| in breadth and height were double those of Solo-

mon’s.

The \\'(‘1"[»“1‘_{ of the Iuw-{;]r at the i;uil.;; of the
foundation thereof (Ezra ii1. 12, 13). and the dim
inutive manner in which they spoke of it, when
compared with the first one (Hagg. ii. 3)
not ocecasioned by its inferiority in size.
glory. '

were
) but in
It wanted the five principal things which

| invested it with glory, viz—

who were then before him he complained, “ Ye | :
| ed and |»l'ull”nul by

The ark and mercy-seat;
The Shekinal, or visible symbol of the Divine
[!l"'.\f‘llq't‘; :
The holy fire on the altar;
The Urim and Thummim :
The spirit of prophecy.
In the ycar A. M. 3837, this temple was

and

Antiochus Epiphanes, who
ordered the discontinuance of the daily \.A*l;liv\',

offered swine's flesh upon the altar, and complete

the eye of the mind ; not with the eye of sense, but |

ly suspended the worship of Jehovah (1 Mac. 1. 62),

Thus it continned for three years, when it was
repaired and purified by Judas Maccabens, who
restored the divine worship, and dedicated it anew,

Herod having siain all the Sanhedrim, except

two, 1a the first year ol his reign (8.0, 37), resoly
ed to atone for it by rebuilding and beautifying
| the temple. This he was more mnclined to <iu‘

me ;" and, speaking of all Christians, as well as of |

himself, he adds, * He hath shined in our hearts,

God in the face of Jesus Christ.’

This sight of the Saviour will be evinced by
certain effects, Self will be lowered. What can
he think of his own excellencies who has been at
the court above, and seen the King in his beauty !
Self-admiration and self-dependence will then be
at an end. “The proud look shall be humbled,
aud the luf‘l_\‘ looks shall be laid low; and the
Lord alone shall be exalted inthat day.” So it
was with Job—* Now mine eye thee :
wherefore I abhor myself, repenting in dust and
ashes.” So it was with Isainh—* Woe is me, for
I am undone ; for I am a man of unclean lips, and
| dwell among a people of unclean lips ; for mine
eyves have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.,” The
world will fade aw ay, and lose its charms, The
Sun of righteousness will shine 1t out, as the fum
nariesofthe night disappearin theetfulgence ot day.
Attachment will result from it. Love enters by
the eye.  And faith is the same to the soul as this
| sense is to the body : therefore to, them * that
| believe he is l)l‘c\:iuu;." He “dwells in the heart
by faith,” There will also necessarily arvisc a
desire after more acquaintance and intercourse
with him. Thus Paul, not because he was igno-

Bt ‘[}I

I may know him.” There will also be an earuest
desire to recommend him to others. As soon as
Andrew knew him, he found his brother Simon,
and brought him to Jesus. So did Philip his
triend Nathanael. And so did the wowan of
Samaria her fellow-citizens.

There is enough in him, perceptible to the view
of faith, to induce us to rejoice in the Lord always.
But how delightfal is the sight of him in the hour
of conviction! A drowning man, seeing a de-
liverer in a boat, hastening to his assistance ; a
debtor on his way to Is0n, sseing a surety at
hand to undertake for him ; aman, dying of hun-
ger, seeing the most delicious food-—never saw
what 1 saw, when, seusible of my state and danger,
and feeling myself ready to perish, my heart
revived at the view of such a Saviour, in his suita
bleness to my condition, in his all-sufficiency for
my relief—and 1 was enabled to hope in his
merey. :

How doligbtful is the sight of him in the hour
of desertion! 1f he withdraws from wme, it is not
to show his sovereignty, but to correct for sin;
and when he hides his face | am troubled. Then
creatures arc all miserable comforters, Then 1
sigh, O that it was with me as in months past !
Then I pray, Restore unto me the joy of thy salva-

| dec ayed state ol the edifice:
to gi\'(: the ll_'hl, of the l\'hl)\\'lt'tlg(' of the ;;ul'_\ of |

temple of Zerubbabel was pulled down, n, ¢

both from the peace which he enjoyed, and the
for besides the COoin
mon ravages of time, i1t had suffered considerably
l.)‘ the hands of enemies, since that part of .|l'|a:s;;
the
extremiry,
After v‘ml»luh\llr‘_f Lwo vears in preparing the ma

lem was the strongest, and, conse juently, last

Limes i

resort of the imhabitants in of
terials for the work (in which one thousand wagons
and ten thousand artificers were employed, besid

108
one thousand priests to direct the

the
W
and r”lt.\'.‘i‘\ years before the first passover of Ls
ministry, |

works),

Although this temple was fit for divine

\\Hl\illl) in nine vears and a half, vet a great many

labourers and artificers were still employed in
carrying on the outbuildings all the time of our

| Saviour's abode on earth, and even to the time of

I'he
therefore, of the Jews' language (John 1. 20) 18,
“ Forty and \ this
bullding, and wilt thou rear it up in three davs?

The temple rebuilt by Herod was considerably

Gessius Florus as governor of Judea, sense,

six vears lLas temple been

"

| l;u'gn-r‘ than that of Zerubbabel as that of Zerub

| lr;(iwl was l;tl;\‘l‘ lll;lll S1»l«»|nn|n'\ :

for whereas the
second temple was seventy cubits long, sixty bruad

| and sixty high, this was one hundred cubits long,

rant of him, but becanse he knew him, said, “ That |
| of the rest of the building,

seventy broad, and one hundr® hl;_(ll. The porch
was raised ta the height of one Lhundred cubits.
and was extended fifteen cubits beyond each side
All the Jewish writers
praise this temple exceedingly for its beauty, and

| the costlinesss of its workmauship, for it was built

of white marble, exquisitely wrought, and with
stones of large dimensions, some of them twenty

five cubits lung, eight cubits high, and tw elve
cubits thick. To these there is, no doubt, a refer-
ence in Mark xiii. 1 and Luke xxi. 5. The vast
sums which Herod Jaid out in adorning this struc

ture, gave it the wost maguificent and imposin
appearance,

“ Its appearance,” says Josephus, “ had every-
thing that could strike the mind and astonish the
sight ; for it was on every side covered with solid |

wr

-

| plates of gold, so that wheb the sun rose upon it, it

reflected such astrong and dazzling effulgence that
the eye of the beholder was obliged to turn away |
from it, being no more able to sustain its radiance

than the splendour of the sun.” To strangers who

approached the capital, it appeared, at a distance, |

like & high mountain covered with snow : for

where it was not decorated with plates of gold, it |

was extremely white and glistening. This splen-

did building, however, which was once the admi- |

ration and envy of the world, has for ever passed
away, according to onr blessed Lord’s prediction,
that there should mnot be left ore stoue upon

| be

{ Our Savionr. in the course:

plander- |

| another that should not be thrown down (Mark

xiili. 2). It was completely demolished by the
Roman soldiers under Titus, A, p. 70, in the same
month, and on the same day of the month, on
which Solomon’s temple was destroyed by the
Babylounians, .
Concerning the high veneration whichthe Jews
cherished for their temple, Dr. Harwood has
collected some interesting particulars from Philo,
Josephus, and the writings of Luke. Their
reverence for the sacred edifice was such, that

| rather than witness its defilement they would

cheerfully submit to death, They could not bear
the least disrespectfal or dishonourable thing to
said of it. The lcast injurious slight of it, real
apprehended, instantly awakened all the choler
"a Jew, and was an affront never to be forgiven,

or

of

*his public justroe-
tions, said, “I’n'.\[l't»)' this temple, auua 1w,
days I will raise it up” (John ii. 19). This was
construed into a contemptuous disrespect, desig-
nedly thrown out against the temple. His words
instantly descended into the heart of the Jews,
and kept ;
upon his trial, this declaration, which it was im-
}vu\\”»ln' f‘ul' a .]t‘\\

rankling there for about three vears: for
.

: | . ever to forget, was ;xii(-g(;«l
against him, as implying the most atrocious guilt
and impiety (Matt, xxvi). Nor rancour
aud virulence, which this expression had occasion-

was the

ed, at all softened by all the atfecting circumstances
of that excruciating and wretched death they saw
him die: cven as he hung upon the ('I'H\\.. with
infinite trinmph, scorn, and exultation, they up-
braided him with it, e« ntemptiously shaking ther

]n':tt}\, and say in_". QO t!mll who n'u::H\L 1lt'llllni~l|

our temiple, and rear itup again in all its splendour
in the space of three davs, now save thysclf, and
descend from the cross | Matt. )

Their superstitio
further

XXvil, 40), .
us veneration for the temple
from the account of Stephen,

When his adversaries were batlled and confounded

appears
| S |

by that superior wiscom and these distinguished
rifts he possessed, thev were so exasperated

the victory he had gamed over them, that they
went and suborned persons to swear that they had
heard him speak blasphemy against Moscs and
against God. Having by this charge inflamed the
populace, the magistyates, and the Jewish clergy,
he was M'i/.wi, 'il':t'_"'_'«'-i away, and l'l‘t)xl;h[ before
the Sanhedrim.

Here the false witnesses whom
they had procured stood up, and said, This person
before you is continually uttering the most re-
proachful expressions against this sacred place
(Actesvi. 13)—meaning the temple. This was
blasphiemy notto be pardoned. A judicature com-
posed of high priests and scribes wonld never for-
give such impiety. We witness the same thing in
the case of Paul, when lllv-) nnagimed that he had
taken Trophimus, an Ephesian, with him into the
temple, and for which insult they had determined

to imbrue their hands in his blood (Aecis xxi.
28, &C.).

A Porrer marrvier tuax A Kine—The erown
of Poland was the least enviable ot the circlets of

rovalty that ever adorned the brow of the Wearer,

Ihe troubles which

accompanied 1t are well

ilustrated in stories of mor than one I'».Mkat_r,
: :

whose names, however, have not come down with

the legends. Of an unnamed soverecign, we are
told ‘ the
ase, d some davs after-
the market-place of th rcapital

.
suddenly disappeared darin
. 1

il Aill'
1
but that he

wards, 1n

th o
was discover
, disguised
and HPM'H'HI; as a porter, e was entreated to

return to the vacant throne, but
| refused the

d, de \‘:‘ll:"i; ul
it on

\\l‘l_;l

he obstinately
that he had
since IH‘ Ilil'i
been porter bhalf'so heavy as that which had uearly

same tine

.';U!.m] no his shoulders

q‘l‘ll‘l’lwl him “hli\l A nonaveh, ”~ ad !"'i, Ho;‘[
he had found more refreshing sleep in four nights
than during all his reign before, had ¢ njoyed gooa
health, eaten with an appetite, was frec from Cares,
was king of himself, and did not care a doit who

It is said that wh scarch
to this phi ex

was experienced in find-

was King of Poland

was mad

)
i
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Ly

losophic
|

monarch, great difficul

inge one \t last one was e¢lected acainst his
will, who reluctantly promis to undertake the
Kindly oflice ; and when the s eptre was placed
in his l'.\H ! as he was s« ated on the thron b, he
groaned forth a declaration .that he would rather
be a scaman tugging atthe oar, than o upying
such a place,

SCrRAPS oF Tive.—Try what you can make of tha

broken fragments of time. Glean up its golden dust

those raspings and parings of precious duration, those
leavings of days and remnants of hours which so
many are sweeping out into the vast waste of exist-

ence. Perhaps, if you be a miser of moments—if you

be frugal, and hoard up odd minutes, and half hours,
and unexpected huiill:(_\ $——your careful gleanings may

eke you out a long and useful life ; and you may die

at last richer in existence than multitudes whose

time is all their own.

Tuis Worwp caxNor sarisry.—Prince Talley-
rand, who had served fifty vears as a great lllli?l’l-
matist in France, under five ditfferent ;-\.\«;xnnn-nls.
at nearly the courts of |

'!l\w'l

ail AIrope, A lew  vyears

il\'f(-lu‘ ln‘

made this melancholy confes-
sion. He wrote it by the lamp on his table,
in a chamber of his palace in the city of
Paris,» and it read when hLe n‘\:ril‘w.l:
2 ;’A(.\ three years of life are now past filled
with what anxieties, what agitations, what vanities,
what troubled lwl'[)'.v\l!it-\f and all this with no
other result than great fatigue, physical and moral,
and a l»l'nfwmlli sentiment ut"ltm‘ulll':l'_'«‘lnt‘ht with

WAas

regard to the future, and of discust tor the past”

thus proving that this world, with its pleasures,
its honouwrs and il up the
This the * life
of God in the soul of man” alone can accomplish,

A SERMON TO YoUNG MEN.—Dr. Bedell said,
“1 have been now nearly twenty years in the
ministry of the Gospel, and 1 here ]'-nh)icl.y state
to you, that I do not believe I could enumerate
three persons over fifty years of

Its gains, can nevel
aching void in the heart of man.

¥ ) whom | have
ever heard ask the solemn and eternally moment-
ous ‘l|l1'\li~'ll, *What must 1 do to be saved '™

age,

Dx. Jouxson.—Dr, Samuel Johinson said to a
young gentleman who visited him on his death-
bed, * Young man, attend to the voice of one who
has possessed a certain degree of famein this world,
and who will shortly appear before his Muaker ;
read the Bible every day of your life.”

Lost ime.—Lost wea!th may be regained by a
| course of industry, the wreek of health may  be
l‘\'p;xil‘c«l lb_. 1-“1|||wl‘.’\lnf0, ful‘gntl«'ll kuowlcd;ge l')'
study, alierated friendship soothed into forgive-
ness. But who ever again looked upon his
| vanished hours—recalled his slighted vears, and
i stamped them with wisdom —or effaced from

hieaven's record the fearfal blot of a wasted life ?




