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(From an English Faper.) 

THE BIBLE IN NORTHERN INDIA. 
A MORAL REVOLUTION. 

At the annual mecting of the Baptist Bible 

Translation Society, held in 

Chapel on Thurday evening, under the presidency 

of Mr. J. ©. Marshman, the following admirable 

and interesting address was delivered by the Rev. 

J. Parsons, of Meerut :—1 think as | am the only 

representative here from the mission field in 

Northern India, 1 shall do well to bring before 

you a few incidents serving to illustrate the good 

effects resulting from the translation and cirenla- | 

tion of the Bible in those regions, leaving all gene- 

ralization to other speakers. 

then, | have observed, that in every 

where 1 have distnbuated the Bible, or portions of 

it, among Hindoos or Mohammedans, and have 

instance 

asked their opinion of it afterwards, the impression | 

has been produced that it contains the highest 

code of ethics, and the purest system of morality, 
of any book on earth. The people have some- 
times said that they considered it too pure for one 

to attempt to live to be judged by this book, for 

they thought it a little too harsh, 1 have some- 

times heard them say, in plain terms, that they | 

hated the book, because it was so strict, Then 

again, the fact that they may be found frequently 

appealing to the Bible against the injustice prac- 

tised by Europeans, indicates their thoughts re- 

specting its high moral character. In 

appeals they often show themselves to be thorough 

lv conversant with the Bible, which they have, 

somehow, come to regard as the rule of life with 
Europeans. Moreover, | have many times been 
called to arbitrate between natives, in cases where, 

because of expense, they were reluctant to take | 

their disputes into a court of law, and I always | 

found, in every instancg that Bible precedents 
abd Bible rules were perfectly satisfactory to them, | 
Besides, it happens repeatedly that the conduct of 
native Christiavs, as well as of Europeans, is put to | 
the test of Bible teaching by the Heathen and 
Mohammedan population, who thus become Bibli- 

eal critics on Christian profession. The Bible, 
again, entering the homes of the natives, sheds its 
haliowing influence and light over the domestic 
circle ; and it improves the social position of the 
native whenever it comes into his house. Espe- 
cially does it improve the position of the women, 
It raises them from the state of degradation iv 
which it finds them. In these vamnous ways the 
Bible becomes the powerful pioneer of the mis- 
sionarv. 1 may mention the fact, that at the 
present time there are, not only vast numbers 

who read the Bible, but multitudes willing to buy 
it, willing to pay the full price for it. Had Mr, 
Evans been able to be here, he could have given 

you many interesting accounts in proof of this ; for 

be has disposed of large piles of Bibles by auction, 

to ready bidders. The circumstance that many 

are willing to purchase the Word of God, is, | 

think, a very encouraging consideration. Then 

again, the Bible, by its bright and diffusive light, 

bas banished many dark and abominable deeds, 
which were once practised in open day, 1 may 

mention, as one instance, the exposure of sick and 

dying people upon the bauks of the Ganges. I'his 

used to be a common occurrence ; but for three or | 

four vears 1 never saw a single sick person so ex- 
posed and left to die; and | believe that the cir- 

culation of the Bible along the Gangetic Valley, 

alluded to by the Chairman, contributed 

greatly to banish this cruel practice. It has, more 

pver, unproved the native mind, which is of a far 

higher tone than it was some years ago. 

gradually, but surely, abolishing idolatry, by caus- 

ng the blush of shame to come upon the check 

of its vOtary. Wherever the Seriptures are read 

has 

we see the votaries of idolatry ashawed of their | 
practices, and they are driven into corners to per- 

petrate theironce popular obscenities and wicked- 

nesses, | have sometimes heard natives say that 

the Mala were ashamed to practise some of their 

rites whenever Europeans were near, especially 

when any missionary was near, and that for this 
reason : they know that the Book in which the 

European professes to believe, and the missionary | 
to teach, condemn all such practices; and they 

feel convinced in their own consciences that these | 

Though idolatrous customs | 

still prevail among the threc-and-thirty millions of | 
Hindoos, yet theres reason to believe that the | 
idols are no longer efthroned in the affections of | 

practices are wrong. 

the people. It is certainly also a great blessing 
that we are able to supply our native converts 

with the Word of God, Bible translation has to 

a great extent in India preceded other missionary 

efforts, and the fact that native Christians could 

obtain copies of the Bible is sufficient, in my 
opiuion, to account for thn 
sects amongst them. 1 do not know of the exist 

ence of more than one such sect throughout the 
whole of India. Let me now give yon a few illus- 
trative cases, On the 12th of December, 1859, | 

was preaching at a village near Delhi, and at the 
close of my address a Mohammedan Moulvie stood 

absence of 

up and exhorted the people to read and study the | 

Christian Scriptures, adding that he believed all 
the calamities which had befallen the people in 
those parts, including the mutiny and the famine, 
were sent by God becanse of the rejection of the 
Old and New Testaments, which, he properly re. 
marked, the Koran had commanded the people to 
real. 1 immediately turned to the man and 
asked, * Have you put in practice your good ex- 
hortation I” “You are at liberty," he repled, “to | 
ask me anything with regard to the New Testa 
ment ; 1 do not yet know much about the Old,” 
| questioned him, and found he had 
pretty correct kuowledge of the New Testament 
He was able to answer almost any question, and 
said he was avxious to possess a copy of the Old 
Testament, which, unfortunately, § was not then 
Na position 10 supply him with. At anothor Place wm Delhi, in 

Rretanin » when an influential and learned Hin 00 stoo. up and de : snonneed the entire system Hindooisin, 
TN He stated very fore a : bility of any one ed very forcibly the impossi- 

ship of the Hindoo gods 
all around to Join " 
tian Seriptores, wl 
read, and which Le 
determined never to study : Y anything else, not been previously aa the Scriptures ; but | found he b; 3 e bac 
of the Bible, and was thore 
mW Ata bathin 
bev, 1680 ov [860] forget which w-sfer I hed 

and, moreover, advised 
him in the study of the Chris 
neh, he sald, he Lad begun Lo 

found 80 CX 

| bought a copy 
nhly scquainted with 

Kingsgate-street | 

In the first place, | 

these | 

It 18 | 

heretical | 

nequired a | 

February, 1860, 1 had been | 

obtaining salvation by the wor- | 

sellent that he was | 

aware that he knew anghit of | 

g-place on the Ganges, in Novewn- 

been preaching three days I was waited upon by a 
| deputation of thirty of the highest-caste Brahinins 
| to ask whether it might not be practicable to 
| strike a compromise between Hindooism and 
Christianity (laughter), “for,” said they, “we 

find that the Book which you are distributing in 
such numbers is having so great an influence on 
the minds of people, and vourteaching isso draw- 
ing them away from us, that we fear we shall lose 
half our disciples. We are perfectly willing to 
strike a compromise. You shall take part of the 
profits if yen will just enter into an arrangement 
for the amalgamation of the two religious; we, on 

| our part, being willing that many things shall be 

expurgated.” Of course | was perfectly astounded 
at this proposal, and: was not prepared to learn 
that the circulation of the Bible in Northern 
India had really influenced the native mind to | 

stich an extent as they said it had, Or the same 
occasion a Pundit said to me that he had left off 
taking his fees from the people who had come to | 
bathe, and resolved to take no more. He 

| asked me to give him a copy of the Scriptures, 
saving he was going to a placeabout forty miles from 
that, and would endeavour to iustruct as many of 

| his fellow-countrymen as possible from it. It hap- 
pened that some mouths afterwards 1 met with an 
individual who told me that there were at that 
place twenty persons who had banded themselves 
together under the name of Christian Brahmins 

I was curions to know how this had happened, 

| and [ found that they did not like to give up the 
| term Brahmins, and upon being questioned I said 

[ would not insist upon ther giving up the name, 
for I was not sure | was not a Brahmin myself—- 
the meaning of the name being one who lives near 

| Brabhma-—the Great Invisible God. 1 had no 
objection to the term while they re- 

| mained in this incipient state, anc so long as they 

was 

Sralimins 
1 

| continued to study the Scriptures, and became 

| disciples of the meek and lowly Jesus, [I was 

{ much encouraged, about six months after that, 
| when in Delhi, by bearing a statement from a 
| native teacher of one of the idolatrons systems, 
| who came to me with an old and soiled copy of 
the Scriptures, whercin there was written the 
name of cur good friend Peter Thompson, who is 
now in heaven. He had kept, he told me, for 

eleven years, studying it, and trying to teach the 

people from it, The people, he said, liked his 
teaching, but he was fearful that they would for- 
sake him if he confessed that he bad altered his 

views and become a Christian, [| believe that 
man was convinced of the truth. He spoke with 
much affection, and alinost reverentially of Mr. 

Thompson. All through the mutiny, he said, 

| that copy of the Bible had been a great comfort 

to him, when he bad been obliged to fly from 
| Delhi. He had sat for many days, under the 
trees of the jungle, reading that copy of the Scrip- 

I tares, Little did our brother Thompson know 

that this man, who had lost everything but the 

clothes on his back, would carefully preserve that 

{ copy of the Bible all through the mutiny. 

| ly such facts as these ought to encourage us to 

give to the people a faithful translation of the 
Word of Ged. 1 had occasion ¢ir- 

culating the Bible as far as the Sub-Himalayas, 
when a man said to me that he had a book hike 

that which he saw in my hand, and that he read 

from it every morning at prayer-time. He brought 
it out, and I found it to be a copy of John’s Gos- 

pel. The man said it seemed to him very good ; 
it spoke much about God; was spiritual, and he 

| thought it a little mystical, and so had adopted it 
as a devotional reading book, 

Sure- 

been on one 

It 18 in mv convic 
| tion that at the present time there are not less 

than five thousand persons in and about Delhi 

| who are reading the Scriptures daily—(cheers)— 
but who do not profess to be Christians, Moham- 

medans and Uindoos, I do not doubt that my 

brethren in India would say that this calculation 

is much below the mark. | have had the pleasure 
| of distributing not only entire copies of the derip- 

tures, forat one time I carried on asystem of lending 
out the Gospels and tracts every week, Amongst 

those who received these were six noblemen, four 
of them related to the family of Delhi; and some 
short time before | left one of these told me that 

he hoped by-and-by to weet me iu heaven, 1 re- 
plied, *1 hope vou will recollect that you must 

believe on the Lord Jesus ( hnst, otherwise, you 

can rightly indulge no such expectation,” “] 
| do be- 

when 1 read the 

Nicodemus, 1 feel it so difficult to 
a Christian, and 1 think God will 

pardon me if | remain a secret Christian in my 
own house.” | this 

when 

know that, salhib,” he answered; * but 

and | 
account of 

Heve, Ain encouraged 

AVOW 1uyselt 

seen man often, and I | 

he came to me on this occasion he scemed 

and troubled. After he had spoken to 

me as | have sail, he was much more cheerful, 

anxious 

and added, “1 have long wanted to mention this 
to you, sahib, but 1 never had the conrage to do 

| believe there are many men in this 
state in Northern ludia at the present time, In 
the Meerut district, in. three or four villages and 
small towns, there are, to my knowledge, about 
twelve hundred copies of the Sci ipluares in whole 

IL bel we,’ 

or in part, eircilating among the people; and 
several of the spiritual teacuers have given up their 
Lown books, and have begun in the best way they 
can to instract their disciples from our Gospels 
and tracts, | met with several native 

Christians and native preachers who were bronghit 
to a knowledge of the truth by reading the Bible 

ouly, apart from all other he Ip. I believe there 

are wnltitudes who, when hidden things shall be 

have HLT 

| revealed, will beseen to have been brought to God 

in this manner. In one of the places before re- 
terred to I met with a man who possessed a copy 
of the New Testament, and he told me that he 

intended to keep it in order to be ready for a great 

OCCasion, Asking what that was, he saul, * | feel 

sure that before long Christianity must prevail 

universally, and 1 think 1 had better keep this 
| Book to be prepared for that time.” 1 have 
heard from natives remarks of this very kind ; 

§. These Books of yours are very dangerous indeed. 

{ I have taken particular notice that all persons who 

| persevered in reading them become Christians at 

| some time or other, and, therefore, | am deter 
) mined not to read them.” Another person, who 

| bad received a New Testament from we, said- 

Ya This, sahil, is an excellent book ; 1 consider it 
| the best book in the world.” Another person 

| remarked “1t is a book of deep meaning, and is 
signification is of the Inost worthy kind.” Aunnther 

std ~* This book contains enough in itself to 

Another | 

am determined that 1 will read no other book but 

| this: it is sufficient for me” Another—* The 

truth in this book is as clear as the light,” An. 
| other, still more expressively —* God's truth in ths 
bock mpurkles like cryiwie”  Avctbor—" Tl 

| show any one the way to paradise,” 

liberal support. 

| of Calcutta, the Rev. C. Carter, of Ceylon, and Dr. 

SAINT JOHN, NEW BRUNSWICK, FRIDAY, MAY 27, 1864. 

book contains heavenly food for the mind.” And 
still another—* I consider that person alone happy 
who every day walks in this book.” Mr. Par- 

sons then proceeded to vindicate the action of the 
Bible Translation Society, and to ask for it more 

The other speakers were the Rev. G. H. Rouse, 

Underhill, of the Missionary Society. All the 
addresses, with the exception of that which we 
report above, were directed chiefly to the old and 

still pending controversy with the British and 
Foreign Bible Society in reference to the transla- 
tion of the word baptize. 

THE PEARL OF GREAT PRICE. | 
BY REV, THEO. L. CUYLER. 

In the royal diadem of England is a pearl of 
great price. Its value arises from the inherent 
beauty of the gem, and from the peril and suf 

fering incurred in securing it. Little does its roval | 
wearer know when she adorns her brow with its 
soft, iridescent rays, of the fearful cost at which | 

it was first rescued from the deep. She does not 
see the poor pearl-diver as he makes the perilous | 
plunge among the sharks and sea monsters—or as 
he gropes on the bottom of the sea to find and 
tear the pearl-oysters from the rocks—or as he 
holds his breath, uwntil his face is livid purple— 

or as he is lifted gasping into the boat with the 

blood gushing from his mouth and nostrils, 

It is a lowering of a sublime idea to say that 

this is one great element in the value of a Gospel 
faith? It cost Christ Jesus the infinite plange 
nto humiliation and agony—the wonndings and 
the bruisings of the Judgment-hall—the gushing 

All the most | 
y. And it cost | 

our blessed Saviour Bethlehem's inanger, and Geth- 
semane’s woe, and Golgatha's noonday night of 
horrors, in order that he might offer to us the | 
“pearl of great price”—a Christian heart and a 
Christian hope. 

It is not only what Gospel piety costs, bot what 

it 5, that gives it such precious value. The 

exquisite purity of a pearl its solitude, its beautiful 
reflection of the light, are all the types of that 
watchless ornament of character, trae religion, | 
Without it the most polished, culture, the most 

streams of Calvary’s bloody agony! 
precious things cost the most dearly, 

of the folds of her marble robes. The Athenians, 
when they discovered it, banished him for impiety 
to their goddess, Be careful how you write even 
your own name on the perfect robe of Christ's 
righteousness, He offers to you the pearl which 
his blood has purchased ; but it must be worn for 
him, and reflect obedience to himself, 

To-day 1 have stood by the dying bed of a 
sweet girl from my Sabbath-school. Consumption 
had consumed away her beauty like the moth. 
Through her thin, pale countenance the soul 
seemed to shine, like a lamp imprisoned in a por- 
celain vase. She looked as if already robed for 
the tomb. But on her brow shone the pure, 
lustrous pearl of youthful piety. Jesus set it 
there; and it was growing brighter and wore 
sparkling as the light from the New Jerusalem 
fell upon it. I expect to see that pearl again in 
the Saviour's crown. 

- w- 

(From an English Paper.) 

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF 
PARENTS. 

BY THE REV. SAMUEL MARTIN. 
A crowded meeting of parents was held at the 

Freemasons’ Hall on Wednesday morning, at the 
invitation of the committee of the Evangelical 
Alliance, for the purpose of offering prayer for 
their children. The Hon. and Rev. Baptist Noel 
read the chapter containing David's lament over 
Absalom, and the Rev. Wm. Reeve having offered 
prayer, the Rev. Samuel Martin gave the following 

address pn 

My heart fully responds to thesuggestion which 
has been made that a prominence should be given 
in the exercises of this weeting to the Word of 
God. Whatever [ may say I wish to be the dis- 
tinct echo, however imperfect and feeble, of the 
Word of God. How can we venture to speak on 
any subject unless we feel that our utterances have 
for their foundation the Word of God? What ean 
a sinful, mortal man’s words ever be or ever do 
unless they have in them the might, and lite, and 
wisdom of the Word of God? My Christian 
friends, we seem to me to need for the realization 
of our present object only to translate into feeling 
and into action those truths of the Word of God 

winning amiability, the loftiest station, the largest 
wealth, all leave their possessor lacking. He may 
have everything else; but what matters it, if he | 
lacks the one thing needful? All mental attain- 
ments or intellectnal gifts, when measured in the | 

scale of eternity, are asso many ciphers written | 
Suppose vou write six of them ? they | 

are but ciphers still. But if you write the single | 
numeral one before them, lo; you have one mil- | 
lion! So, if to human energy, or sweetness, or 

on a slate, 

with which we are so perfectly familiar, Now 
what are those traths ? What is there in the 
Word of God bearing upon our present object? 

| “1 was born in sin and shapen in iniquity.” What 
power there is in the fact of our universal natural 

| depravity when, as parents, we believe it; but how 
hard it is to believe, as you look upon that cherub- 
faced boy, or that fair-haired bright-complexioned 
girl, that she is a sinuer, that the poison of sin is 

as really in that bright child as in the devil him- 

persuasiveness, vou add the love of God as the self. I say bow hardit is to apply our universal 
controlling power of the soul, you at once turn | faith iu the depravity of human nature to our own 
ciphers irto a spiritual value that is beyond com- 
putation. The poorest become instantaneously rich 
toward God. The most degraded begin to shine 
when the pearl of piety is piaced on the forehead of | 
character by the converting Spirit. The loveliest 
beome more lovely when God gives his grace as 
the crown of character. * My husband only lacks 
one thing--my daughter only lacks one thing,” is 

v frequent remark we hear from pious parents, 

Very true; bat suppose your husband or child 
go up to the judgment seat of Christ without 
heart-religion, what thea? 

Jesus tells us in bis parable that the merchant. 
man who discovered the pearl of great price * went 

That is, 

he could not bave his previous possessions and 

| have the pearl to. He must part with the cne to 

the My unconverted friend you 

must do the same thing, if yon would possess that 

and sold all that he had and bought it,” 

other, seclre 

pearl of godliness that is your only pusspe rt to | 

heaven, * Muse I give up my wealth i” you in- 
“or renounce my iucome I" No; but ry 

must surrender your overweening love of wealth, 
| amd put Christ where you keep your gold, Itis 

quire 

it, sacrifices his conscience to it, worships it, keeps 
his heart from God that he may pursue goid-get- 
ting more keenly—then money-loves become a 

| snare and a curse. The passenger in the burnin 
| steamer, who ran to his trunks, and filled his 
| pockets with gold coins. and leaped overboard, 

did not intend vo drown, He only meant to save 
his treasure. But it cost him his life. You do 
not intend to sink into everlasting perdition, You 

| only mean to clutch all the weath vou can, and 

fill you heart with it, and then run the risk. 

Bat you can no more reach heaven with the world 
in your heart, than that infatuated 

| 

passenger 
could reach the shore with the money-bags in his | 

| pockets. If your business absorbs you, stop short 

Fand make it your first business to seck God, and 

"If your business involves a wrong 
If the mania of the 

true rehgion, 

to conscience, give it up, 
hour is sucking you into its maelstrom, pray God | 

for help, and strike out, and swim for the Rock. 

What shall it profit vou to gain all the world, and | 

This is a fearfully danger- | | lose your own soul f 

Mul { ous year for men of business 3 for every one, 

| titudes are plunging recklessly in for the bauble of | 
sudden wealth ; alas! 

| heavenly pearl ! 

There are other things besides covetousness, or 
The * pleasures 

of sin” cannot be had, and Christ's pearl be pos- 

If sin pleases you, it is poison ; if it 
does not, you are not in danger from it, A glass 
of brandy is no snare to me, if 1 do not hanker 

| for it; if | do, then is there a serpent of damnation 
coiled in its liguid depths, Sinful pleasures — 
such pleasures that graufy, and absorb, and en- 

bow few are sceking the 

gain-loving, to be surrendered, 

sessed too. 

| chain the heart—will cost you heavéu, if you give | 
| way to them, Their fetters are wreathed with 

roses now ; but the fires of the Last Day will con- 
| sume the faded flowers, and leave the fetters to | 
eat into the soul like a canker, “1 will go to that 

ball to-night, come what will,” said a youth with 
whom God's Spirit was striving. He went; God 
accepted lis decision, and left him to thought- 

lessness and rom, 

ing's giddy mirth, : 
Are these all that must be given up? No; 

one thing wore. You must give up your seif- 
righteousness. This is the hardest of all surrend- 
ers Lo one who has a good opinion of his own works ’ 

and his own morality, and esteems his sins but | ! : 

| find God using the word “only” as an excuse for | excusable trifles, Selt righteousness is in your 

heart, It must go out, Christ's righteousness can- | | 
" 5 : wr . 

Christ demands all the heart, all the | * even” —* Even a child is known by his deings, not enter, : - 

trust, all the glory of your salvation. The most 
farnoas Athenian sculptor made a statue of Diana, 

and was so enchanted with his success that he : ar b 

"enrved big gro awe for posterity to reat io vue children i given 10 ue parents, o 

| not money that damns a soul y It 1s the greed for | 
a ’ » | 

it. When a man lives for money—is wedded to 

He lost the pearl for an even- | 

position as parents, and to our relation as parents, 
Yet we all know that the best of our children are 

| defiled by sin, Throvgh some law of our coustitn 
tion moral and intellectusl qualities are trans- 

missible, and by the working of this law a taint is 
| passed from generation to generation. But yet, if 

[ am redeemed, my redemptive state does not, by 
| the working of the same law, pass to my child 
Now itstrikes me that in order to have more feel 
ing we must have more thinking upon this subject, 
less scepticism, and more faith, If [go into a 
house where a child is deat and damb. and palsied, 

and paralytic, and epileptic, 1 see mourning in 

that house, If I go into another house over which 
rests the dark, deep shadow of the angel of death, 
and which there is some Rachel mourning for her 

If] 
go nto another house where there are prodigal 
sons, who vicions and eriminal, I also sve 

But 1 do not as distinctly see sorrow in 

| such cases as those which | will in a mowent indi- 
cate. I do not sce Christian parents, for example, 

as evidently mourning over an intellectual lad, a 
| lad thoroughly refined in all his tastes and in all 
his sympathies, with a girl's heart and with a 
philosopher's mind, thoroughly devoted to the 
pursuit of knowledge, a pertect gentleman in all 

his behaviour, but, ncvertheless, as far from his 

God as any eriminal in our gaols, I do not see 
his parents sorrowing over him; and until 1 sec 
that [ can have but little hope of any very great 

change in the spiritual condition of the children 

| of godly parents, We want to translate into full 
| and self-abasing belief the truth that our children 
| are “born un sin and shapen in iniguity.,” It 

| 1s one thing for me to say that of the children 
| of Adam generally ; it is quite another thing for 

me to look upon wy own offspring and apply that 
general doctrine to them, 

The same Book tells me that the fabrication of 
{ man's heart is evil from his youth, Unless this 
| poison of sin is checked it is progressve, It pro- 

gresses every day. It works in the child of five, 
| and what is it doing in the boy of fifteen? It 
works in the child of four, and what is it doing in 
the girl of fourteen, and what has it been doing 

All through those intervening years from four to 
fourteen, and from five to fifteen, the poison of sin 

| has been working and producing the most deadly 

mischief, and, until the work of that poison is 
checked and trinwphed over by the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus, it will do mischief still. 

Do we believe this? Do we believe that all our 

children who are not saved are, in God's sight, 
spiritually worse now than they were last year, 
Absolutely and really worse? T know our "ten 
dency is to think that crime is the greatest sin. 

| Men look upon erime with the greatest horror, but 
| erime is not the worst form of sin, There is a 
| spiritual wickedness that is far worse than crime, 
| and you may have spiritual wickedness associated 
with much amiability and gentleness and intellect- 

| ality and refinement. Now, “the fabrication” 
| —for that is the weaning of the word *imagina- 
tion” —*the fabrication of man’s heart is evil from 
his youth, and evil continually.” 

Another fixed and positive belief with reference 
to our children in the case of every man who does 

| really believe his Bible, is this that even a child is 
known by his doings, whether his work be pure 

| or whether it be right. The common ery is. 
“Ouly achild!™ God says, “ Even a child.” 0! 
the cursed mischief which that “ Only a child” 
has done! ** He is young as yet" —0! the cursed 

| mischief which that has wrought, even in the 
households of Christian parents! Where do you 

children because they are not, 1 see sorrow. 

are 

SOIrrow, 

the sinfuluess of children! God uses the word 

ESERIES TCI APEE KYL WERE SE a ATA 

| responsiblo forit. Now, | must speak 
pectfully of those who conduet schools; 
under very great obligations to them, but we nit 

deal with each other with fidelity when spes) 

| On any matter, and certainly on this: and 

you whether, IN many cases, Christian parents 

| not sent their children away from ho. + 1 
| spared trouble? Now, God's arrangemer 

| Ishould be troubled with my children mysei.. 
{ ought not to use that word “troubled” at all 
adopting it, I say God's arrangement is tha 

| should be troubled with my children. It matters 
{ little to whom I may commit the work of educat 
ing my children, 1 am responsible. Al! 
words about training of children are addressed to! 

| parents, may [ not say, to parents alone; and, | 
| whatever help T may seek in the training of my | 
children, my duty is to feel that the great burden, | 
and responsibility, rests on me, and that there is | 

Wi fe 

{ iod’s 

no church on earth, and no school on earth, that | 
| can lift that burden of responsibility off my | 
| shoulders. 

| Another point in connection with the Book to 
which 1 have been referring is surely this, though 
some, perhaps, may not agree with me entirely 

| bere—that the promises are not wade to parents, 
| but are made to training, are made to teaching, 
| are made to correction. * Correct thy son, and he | 
| shall give thee hope.” * Train up a child iu the 
| way he should go, and when he is old he shall not 
| depart from it” Is there such a thing in the 
| Bible as a promise made to parents as parents 7 | 

| find no promise there made to the mere pastoral | 

{ or mistenal office. If | simply hold the pastoral 

| office, and do not do an under-shepherd’s work, is 
| there a single promise in the Book of my God to 
| uphold me? Certainly not; and if, in the posi 
| tion of a parent, I am not a teuching parent, 
| caring parent, HY training parent, and a correct g 

| parent, tell me, 1s there a word in the Book of my 

| God that gives me hope with reference to me 

| children? The promises all seem to be made to 
{ discipline, and training, and teaching. All God's 
| words with reference to this subject are directed to 
{ fathers and mothers, and yet throughout the | 
Church of Christ what a thorough shirking there | 
18 of responsibility with reference to this matter ! 
Well, it strikes me that what we need is not 
something new to be said ; all that we want isto 

| come back to these old, eternal truths, and trans 
| late them by the help of God's Spirit, nto expe- 
| rience, into feeling, into conduct, and iuto hfe. | 
| The need of this we acknowledge Ly coming 
| together now. There is no doubt about the fact 
| that multitudes of the children of godly parents 
) are ungodly ; there is no doubt about it: and if 

| we look it steadily in the face this morning we 
| shall have to put sackeloth upon ourselves, Well, 
let us wear the sackcloth. There is a tendency 
within us to get rid of unpleasant truths, We 
lke to be soothed ; we like to be charmed into a 
sort of ease and quiet; but what a curse to a man 
ease of spint 1s when he ought to be troubled, and 

| quietness of soul when he ought to be disturbed ! 
| think that, as parents generally, our raiment is 
not purple and fine linen, but sackcloth, for multi- 

’ 

tudes of the children of godly parents are, without 
| the shadow of a doubt, ungodly, 

And there is another fact wich We may speak | 
of here, for this is a sacred Chlitistian gathering, 

| and that is this, that the children of some of those 
| who appear to be the best of Christian men are 
| often the worst, taking as a class the children of 
| the godly, That may, pe rhaps, be accounted for 
| by the fact that those who are much betore the 
eye of the public are very httle at home, and that, 

LO a certain extent, they negle L home: but it Is A 

fact which we ought not, if we be truthful and sin- 
| cere, to overlook, 

But now, what is to be done? 
spend our time in vain lamentations 

Let us not 

Let ns look 

the evil in the face, and let us be perfectly sincere 
| with each other. There is the redeeming God 
above us, Woe have been appealing to hum, and 

| we never can look him upon anv sub 
| Jeet or upon any matter, without feeling A resur 

| rection of confidence and of hope mn onr souls, It 

| strikes me that the first thing for us this morning 
18 to look, with our eves wile open, at the real 

| state and condition of our ehildreu, and then, n- | 
| stead of simply looking at the burden of our res- | 
pousibility, our next duty seems to me to be to 
hig it upon our shoulder as a yoke, and carry |i 

| awav with us, and to say, “ No matter what sor 
| of a pastor God has blessed me with: no matter 
| what sort of a school God has opened for my 
| children, 1 am responsible ; | way look to that 
| pastor for assistance, but it can on.v be help ; | 
L may look to that. school for assistance, but it can 
only be help. Schoolinasters and teachers, pastors 

and ministers, can only assist me; the burden of 
respousibility is kept, by the ( hanmipotent hand of | 
God, on ny shoulder.” | 

Then, dear friends, what we seem to need next 
to tins, is to try to be examples of salvation before 
our chaldren, How did the Master first 
forth redemption ? He showed it in himself in 

the first Comparatively speaking he 
| said but little about it; he only sad enough about 

IL to get attention to himself, and he personally 
| was the manifestation of salvation to bis disciples 
| Now it is useless for us in the first stages of om 
{ children’s life to talk to them very much on points 
of doctrine. 

mn the face 

* 
L 

+ 
L 

show 

Instance, 

They cannot thoroughly com pre- 

hend, for example, of free justification by faith 
| through the righteousness of Christ. They ‘eannot 
understand that, but they can understand thei 

| father and their mother being saved trom the sins 

and the evils which, with their quick eves, they 
| see in the unsaved, and this strikes me as a great 
| thing for us to do. If we had to do it alone we 
| should despair utterly, for who is there in this 
| room that would presnme to appear even in his 
own family for a single day as a thorough Chris- | 
| tian, in his own resources, and his own strength, 
and his own energy! Bat that which 1 cannot 

| do alone 1 ean do by God; what is impossible to 
| ne as a man and as a sinner is perfectly wishin my 
| reach if 1 be in communion with the Father, and 

the Son and the Holy Ghost. We must I say, be pat- | 
terns and examples of salvation to our children in our 

| dwellings, and this scems to me to supply the sort of 
| training tow hich the Scripturesso distinctly point us, 
They speak more about training than they do | 

| about teaching. 
[ tween teaching and training Suppose, now, that 

| I were to speak to a child abont selfishness, and 
were to give that child a long lecture about sel- | 

| fishness and point out all its evils ; and suppose 
| that that child saw me in my own dwelling from 

| believe our Bibles, is this, that the training of our | ing would be in my conduct, and which would be 
od that we ere 'vidutlons? ‘Why, 

tor the girl tend 1 

| this—we 

| basis of our verbal teaching. 

| very pleasant to ook upon foral 

harrowed, and was about to put in the seed 

| any plants it would take to ll it 
jglated the seed in a hall-gill, in a pint, a quart, 

! W hat of our 

| general law of God that * 

! shall reap bountiful y 

| tnlking 1t over lately, how it is that we have 

There is a great difference be- | 

morning tll night considering only my own eas, 
whether bis work be pure or whether it be right.” | and comfort, and pleasure; tho teaching would be 

Another fixed and settled point with us, Il we | in my words in my fatherly lecture, but the train 

'1 thon distil honey out of pall 
We truining, for the raving eoewy weate » soe Ira Mor tea : 

[Editor and Proprietor. 
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would smother and stifle my words, N 
parents sre bringing ip thew ehild to ! 

for those parents to =ay to their child as 

they spring into their teens, and get tow ards mas 

hood and womanhood, “Yon must renoune 
these things" The girth trained by the mother 

thoroughly to embody i her whole deport ent 

the pride of lite; all the mother's AVTANL 

yel Lhe 

ments 

» that, and TRA mn 

| her religious moods wil y perhaps, explain tl ext 
po Love not the world, netther t things rat 

are in the world.” | needbnot stay for a n 1 
to ask which Of These things w an ti ry 

The training will gain the victory, and not the 
teaching, and what we 

want to 

persons before our children, and to make that the 

want scems to meto be \ 

exhibit salvation in our own 

It must not be put 
above our verbal teaching, but it must be pnt 
beneath it, and when the saper-stracture of our 
teaching has that for its basis, there 1s every rea 

SOU Lo expect upon it the « 

God, 

Brethren, T trost that this meeting wil 
in something practical, that weshall not just carry 

rowning biessing of 

away a sentence which like a spring flower, w 

w davs, and the 

die and be lung aside; but [irae that we shall 
with us thonghts and resolutions that 

practical, that will make the 
home a very diferent thing trom that whiel 
h LPs, it has ntherto been, 

Carry away 

will be thoronghly 

1, bel 

My OWL Ahi, 1h Lhese 

lew remarks, has Led Hy 1st 

r. to echo the 4 - 

ww | sand at the begin 

nn 1 know there 1s 
nothing | can say which can secure the olje-t we 

vole of God, 

l ean only echo 

what the volee 

effect. God grant that 
nn vour recollection ol th ose he 1H | ptures “which ww 

Have at heart this mormng, bat, 1f 

God's voice, that voice will secre 
} fan angel would full to 

o 

have been quoting, vou may hear his voice speak 
« ¢ , 

mg to you. 

DON'T SPARE THE SEED. 
BY THE REV JOHN TODD, D. D 

A young farmer had his field nicely ploughed and 

He first 
measured the fic Id, and how any rods there Werle in 
it, He next rod, mensured an and calculated how 

He then ealcu- 
and a 

bushel, that I'he result was that he was sa lished 

people usnally sox four tines the seed Necessary. 
\ peck was just as good as a bushel Now seed "us 

very dear, and if he could save three-fourths of tis 
seed, it would be worth the while 

So he sowed his peck of seed ‘sowed Spar ngly Yo 

and at harvest time the crop w.s not worth gatheri o | 
He was greatly disappointed Where was the 
tnke ¥ He felt sure he had calenlated and measured 
right. He then went wo old My 

this. 

Expt lene, a laruer 
of long standing aud of great success, and told L m 
his troubles 

* Iam sure | ealeulated right.” 

* No you didn't calculate right.” 
“Why not 
“ Did you calculate for the poor seed that 

not gerininate at any rate ¥ There is a 

such in every bushel we sow.” 

* Why, | never thought of that,’ 

“Did you calculate for some 

could 

great de al ul 

that wonld he baried 

too deep, or gel into holes and not spi wt vr’ 

* Certatnly not” 

“Did you ealeculate for a great deal that would lie 
on the top of the ground, and which the birds would 
pick wp before the rains fell, when it could take 
root ¥"’ 

** | never thought of that neither." 
“Did vou calenlate tor what the wind wot 1d blow 

off, or you would throw off trom your lot ¥"’ 
* No, sir.” 

‘Very well Y il see how i I= that vou did not 
obtain a harvest He that soweth sparingly shall 
reap also sparingly.” It is a law of God's wise 
government that runs through everything You 
may think it over the next tune vou measure out 
Your seed 

Cl op 

and it will be worth more to you than the 
yo I have lost ’ 

I don’t understand you, Mr. Experience 
please to expluin it to me a little 4 

“ Well now, what ail Mr. Easy's family that they 
don't turn out beter ¥” x : ’ 

wil you 

* Very plain, sir ; they were sent to school very 
ttle during the week, went to Sa bath-<chool or ly 

now and then, were not taught and made to be Ne 

dustr ious I'hey were not tightly educated 
* In other words they were neglected —the seed of 

what makes valuable 

NOWHN 

character was Loo Rparingly 

Ihe seed of industry and fragality and of re 
Ligon was not sown freely, and they reap sparingly 
here's our minister, a deur, good man But he gets 
dl-couraged He preaches on Sabbath and sees no 
results He feels that to go out bere and there in r 

ourhoods and preach would do no 
He wonde Is = ny he must sow 80 much seed 

How wany ol 

mons have been apparentiv lost 1a the air | 

he should not he 

neglected neigh! 

and gather in no more his best ser 

And Vel 

discouraged tle must sow his 

seed in the morning, and not withhols Lin the eve ing, 

the seed of lite thrown upon the tem lepers from the 
hand of look root 

lmbours and oils, 

and sow beside all waters 

our Saviour ONY Ly oie heart 

10 a good degree, be 
lost Y We must sow the more It is and 

te that soweth bountifully 

A greal 

" 

Thank you, thank you, Mi Experience, I will think 
iL over | see Just how | wade a mistake and more 
than one I will go howe and talk it over with my 
sister Marv, we have both been teachers in our 
Sabbath school for years, as you know We were 

MN SO 

hittle fruit 10 our classes | see how it 18 we have 

been too sparing of the seed We have not studied 
the lessons ¢ nough, been interested enough, and have 

not prayed enough over It lor thew We have 
thought that a peek of -eed ought to produce as much 

We never calculated shoald 

SOW much poor seed, that some of it would never get 

| as a bushel that we 

| Into the soil before the birds picked it up, and that 
some would be blown off. | see it | see that 

{ the farwer, the minister, the teacher, —all must sow 
{ bountfully if they would reup Lountfuly 

now | 

} -— —-— 

Hearixa axp Doing.~~1 remember our coun- 

tryman, Bromeard, tells of one who, mieeting bis 

neighbor coming ont of the chore, asked him, 

[“ What! 1s the sermon done {7 

“ Done !" | said the other, * no; 

| ended, but it 1s not so soon done,” 

| 

it is said, it is 

And surely soit 1s with us; we have a good 
| store of sermons said, but we have only few that 

and one sermon donc is worth & thon. 
| sand said and heard ; for “not the hearers of the 

And if ve 
know these things, happy are ye "i ye do them. 
Glory, honor, power, und peace to esery man that 

Rom, 2 : 10. Bishop Hall, 

Ee e — 

ale done : 

[ law, but the doers of it, are Justifi d, 

| worketh good EY 

Use or Resuke.—* If any speak ill of thee, flee 
home to thy own conscience ; and examine thy heart : 

| Ml thou he guilty, it is a just gorrection, \f not guilty, 
Las a fair instroction : wake use of both so shalt 

and out of a pu 

s 
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