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"THE WRONG TEXT.
BY J. DE LIEFDE.
Chapter 1.

“ But really, my dear, I cannot go with you to-
morrow,’ said the Rev. Mr. B—— to his wife,
when one Friday evening they were at supper.

“ You must, Charles dear,” replied she, casting
a kind, supplicating look at him. “ Now, don’t
make the people unhappy by staying away. You
kvow they all expeet yon, and the whole mecting
will be a failure if you don’t go.”

“Buat, you know, I told them before that 1
pever go out on Saturday. People shouald have
sense enough to perceive that this is the worst
day to call a minister out of hisstudy. And then,
what a distance ! It will take two hours driving
at least, and we shall not be back before midnight,
I'in sure.”

- \ll \\'('”, ll *ar, l)l!t this l\ an 1'X(‘1‘}»1inn:(| case,
It is the auniversary of their missionary society,
you see, and it just happens to fall on a Saturday
this year., Now you know as well as | that there
18 m;bm]_\' among them who is able to lead such a
meeting in a satisfactory way. They are all of
them good enough for their work, but poor
speakers. It will be a dull meeting if yon don't

go, dear. And perhaps the Lord will give you a
good word to speak to the weary there. Come
An‘w\,«lun’! be stubborn.”

“But what then about my sermon for next

Lord’s dav?” asked the minmster. *“ 1 shall not
have time for preparation. 1 shall be unfit for my
work if 1 LO-IOrrow
night.”

“Tell you what,” quoth Mrs, B-—— “you
must preach that sermon about Melchisedee which
you preachea a fortnight ago at L——. None of
our people here have heard it yet, nor have |;
but from the portions vou read to me the other
evening, I am persuaded that we shall all be de-
lighted with it. It must be fresh in your memo-
ry still, and if not, you may read it to the people,
as you do sometimes when you had no time to
commit your sermon to memory.”

Mr. B—— felt so fenced in by his wife's argu-
ments that he could not resist longer. The next
day they drove to the meeting, and it was quite
midnight when they found themselves in their
home again. No wonder that they did not rise
with the birds the next morning. They had just
time enough to take a harried breakfast and to
prepare for chureh,

“ Just go into ey sindy, dear,”

|
o an Ccll S0 1ALe §
go ind return s lat Al

said Mr. B——
trying to hurry his feet into his boots as quickly
as he could—the clock had struck a gnarter to ten
en o'clock

’

and scervice commenced precisely at :
and they had to walk a good bit—* just go into
my study and feteh that sermon. You will find it
on the second shelf—Heb. vi. 20, is written on it
ouiside.”

Mis. B——, vmbrellain one hand and Bible in
the other, hastened into the stucy, and soon found
asermon upon which she noticed the figures vi. 20,
In a trice she was with her husband again, who put
the manuseript into his pocket, and soon found
himself on his way to the sanctuary.

One can h:mll'\'- picture to one'’s seif the minis
ter's amazement when, sitting down in his pulpit

during the singing, and taking his sermon out of
his |mckn-t, he found tha* its text was 1 Cor, vi, 20,
)

It was an old sermon, which he had written some
four vears. He could not recollect one w wd of it.
He k-nl'\\ not whether it was one of his best or of
his worst ; for you must know the minister had
S at least such
was his judgment, though his wife would say that

poor sermouns as well as good ones

even his poorest sermon was good enongh, under

God's ble s8I, Lo serve as a sign-post on the way

to heaven for a weary, wandering pilgrim.  What

was he to do ! He tried to recall to his memory the |
sermon on Hebrews vi,, bt he soon fouud that it |
stood in a dim cloud before his mind. He then
peeped icto the sermon he had in hand, but it
was not the time now to peruse it. Already the
last stanza of the hymn was being sung., Then
at once a tlmnglnf flashed through his mind :
" I'('rhullh it 18 the Lord’s will that | shall prea h|
from the Corinthians to-day. P« rhaps there is

some erring soul bere present who needs a draught

from this cup.” Sending up an ejaculation from

his heart to Him who alone can give the nerease,

he rose lllj«»_\lul .\!l\'ll;lh.
extempore now, aud to commit the whole of his
thoughts to the leading influence of his invisible
Friend. So, putting his old sermon in his pocket
again, he gave out as his text 1 Cor, w1, 20

“ For ye are bought with a price .

thi rejore l«//'ulllrl/
God in your body and in your spirit, which ar
God's.”

The reader can imagine that there was one
among Mr. B 's hearers who was quite aston
ished, It Mrs. B She had already
turned up to Hebrews, and while hurrying the
leaves of her Bible back to the Corinthians, she
could not help looking up to hier husband with an
expression of alarm, as it she would say to Lim,
“Dear, dear, ure you not mistaken "  She soon
found, however, that he was anything but in a fix, |
He spoke with a clearness, a fervour, and a fluency,
such as she Lot seldom had in him,
Every word from his lips fell like a heavenly dew- |
drop on her soul ; and when she had listened for a
couple of minutes, she was so entirely enraptured
by the fresh, lively power of the preacher, that
she forgot all abouat the mystery that had puzzled
her, Among the passages that struck her most,
there was one made a deep impression upon her.
She thought it must go howme to some heart crav-
ing the consolation of a colpassionate Saviour,
who is never weary to pardon und tosave. It ran
somoew hat as follows ;-

“And now, after having shown you who they
are who are bought, what an in aleulably precious
price has been paid for such, and what the end is
to which that unparallcled purchase is made, |
have, in the first place, a word to those amongst
{'ou who once believed that they were the dearly-
ought property of Christ, but disbelieve, or at
least doubt it now, because their conscience tells
them that they do not glority God in their body
and spirit. To put the case as clearly before us
48 possible, 1 will suppose that there is a Sinner
Amongst us now, who once was arrested on his
Way towards destruction by the warning and in
Viling voice of the blood of Christ. He turned

Wias

witnessed

away from the path of sin; he knelt down at the |

feot of the merciful Saviour y he gave himself up
to his scrvice with his body and spirit, and a joy
Buspeukable and full of glory arese in his soul.

ll\lll. pcrhupl, soe yearssoemed to pauss n com-
Wunion with God, wnd a life of holiness put its

| gnaw at the root of the fruit-bearing tree.
| old bad habit, some wicked inclination of former

| grace s sull shaning upon yon,

| IDay

tle resolved to preach |

scal to this happy change of the heart. But cir-
cumstances have occurred which ogradually have
changed that flowery garden into a dismal wilder-
ness. Some seeret worm of sin, hid in the flesh,
and vot sufficiently taken heed against, began to

Some

<l;§‘\'s, though repressed for some years, yet awoke
\\'llh fresh vigour under the influence of tempta-
tion. At unguarded moment the first
draught was again taken from the old poisonous

some

| cup, which bad been left untasted ever since the

:_:nl»lcl of the ;_"‘u.\‘[wl wus put to the Illl\ A second
‘ll';\llghl soon followed, and a third. And now we

| find that person entirely ensnared in the bondage

of sin again.  His body now glorifies himself : his

|

spirit moves round carnal, worldly

pleasures,
Ihat person, 1 will suppose,

fecls very miserable,
notwithstanding the appearance of ease and com-

fort he tries to maintain before others. He can-

| not altogether forget what an awful change has

taken place. He cannot forget that once he re-

joiced to be the property of Christ, while now he

He feels

service was peace

serves the enemy of that blessed Master.
every day that that Master's i
and joy, and unspeakablc happiness ; while his
present condition 1s that of fear, (lls»'wllh'lll, and
shame. He has got enough of the old poisonous
cup, and he has found that, after all, its taste is
very l».(ln'l‘, and
Il«' \\'ln.:*l
He sometimes again takes to prayer ; but before
two or three sent

deah.
his former Master now.

Its power a power unto

lain return to

ences are uttered, a voice whis

pers to his soul, * Don’t take that trouble any
more, you hypoerite; it is all lost. He stops
praving, He turns to his Bib e, hoping to find

some <‘H(1\HEH|~' \\wlll to l\n ep l;?f;\ n countenance
but on every page he reads texts full of wrath and

judgment over the wicked ; and if he reads one

of a consoling nature, that voice again whispers,
*This is not for you: itis all lost. You were
bought with a price ; but vou have counted the

blood of the covenant an unholy thing.! Thus he
feels destitute of his way to
Christ blocked up for ever, he wanders about in

in"'«', and, seeing
the dreary wilderness of sin, thinking that nothing
18 left to him but to curse God and to die.

“ Now, if such a person should be amongst us,
| ..u]_\‘ have to say to vou, poor fellow-sinner, that
you are in a great

which tells vou

and mistake. ‘lhe
that 1s not from
All will be lost if vou die unconverted :

Serions
volce

Christ,

all 1s lost

but you are living still, and the Sun of the year of
Your sins are
But ]
vou to a Saviour who commanded us
scventy If hie re
quired such a ]i”\lf(llllhi love from his dis iples, be
sure that no less love is hm, the
Master, If it ago, that vou
were l'w!l;id with the preci his blood,
a merchant who
\.ull are

S0 your nrst

very great. Your case 1s indeed serious.

point

to torgive times seven times,

0 be found in
wWas trae some vears
s price ol
true now, for he 1s not hke
gives up the

1L 1S
bargain h
s 1-Iuln rey, and he sy

once l,.wl lor,
Our ownuer,

duty 1s to return to him.

tion
returnto him. You
must, for he claimus yvou as liis property, which e

has duly paid for,

It is absurd Lo e
whether vou are P rmitted to
Or perhaps you are afcaid that
! But can the pos
sibility of lus having bought you in order to des
troy you {

he will Kl you ¢ you imagine
Does not the ].l:l ] «u{l\il.\ll' himselt
ost one out of his hundred
‘\an does

he tell us that that man, having found that lost

to a man, who, having

sheep, went after it ull he found it!

sheep, killed 1t his anger? No, surely not.,
['hat man laid it on his shoulder rejoicing ; and
when he came howe, he called together his friends
and neighbours, saying unto them, ‘l(v_]u: ¢ with
me, for | have found my sheep which was lost.

\l Hi\‘ lnn'l' lost \ll\‘c']»ul‘ illi\l, what a coimpas
sionate, ten ler-hearted she l'iux'IAl yours 1s, It 1s
the enemy’s voice that whispers to your soul,
¢ All is lost.” Certainly you are lost to Christ, but

Christ 18 not lost to you.

['lht' YOI Lhat olten \\}li‘ilt‘l\ i vour he s Re-
1’[ o

tarn!’ s from that faithtul Hlml'lwlvl_
loubt whether
Do

was merely
! \Iill‘.i‘ llu'l‘, il 50 do not

proved transient, and ended 1n bac

youn, perhaps, «

all ?

You ever

\ln\'ll at you believe that your convel
cestitute of
der that it

kshiding., Dut

sion imaginary, and

reality

if so, let the true and real thing be done now.
l\“ll youl l’.‘l' l\ to ”xl ast, and -\HEH' face to
Christ now, Here he stands before you, with

outstretchied arms, He gavo the pree
blood for

OUSs ‘,{ 1ce n'

'1]\ sinners, \U\\‘_I/«H( Al'e 4 sinner,

You call vourself the ehief of sinners, do you not?

\'Hll say

s0 obstinately against him as Wi 1, the
vou are exactly thoe

(‘ullu" ﬂn'll‘ and let hun rejoice |H'l.‘l_\. v

you.
article he

hun the happiness to-day of calling toge ther his

friends, and saying to them, ‘1 have gotl 1n my

was decmed by

Be

possession  a soul that

by others bevond my reach. sure, he
wake a feast over it.  Be sure he
return to your riotous living and the swine and

the husks, but he will sayv—*' Let us make mi rry

and be ¢ l.x\l‘ for this sinner was dead but 1s alive

o Bl
again, he was lost and 1s tound.

This was wnearly the purport of the passage

which Mrs. D

\\ln-l" hav g \P:n[ hulln', her husban l, with a smile
of gentle rebuke slightly l';tllwﬂ her on the cheek,
and said, * Dear, dear, you made me preach from

the wrong text ;” sue answered 1o a voice of (lw-l»

emotion, *“ Ab, dear, but it was the right

sermon, and I am sure the Lord will put wuch
wrong right by ™
The next u]‘u\, Mrs, D — doubted not

moment but she

backslider under the lml'lt‘ﬁ\iwll of her husband’s

sermon,

Nor did she hear anything ol the kind during the

whole week.
“ Ah,” said Mr. B
lext, and 1

: » ;
am afraid a wrong thing altogether,

l, with you lhul?'ﬂ;hl that ln'lln;nln the Lord had his
hand, in the matter, but | aw inchued to Lbelieve

now that lll.\l llA"H_‘,]‘l was & Lk l\ ol HI.\ :nw eit

y
ful, self-nghteous heart, whi h always

8 " ¢ afle
prove that a wrong thing is not 80 very bad after

all,

pnnislnncnt. We were both of us lazy that morn

Iy ulhl we are to be l«‘lmlxwl ln(‘-'.nl\(' ol our
=

having dealt hurriedly with a matter which
. ) v

should bave been an object ol l'l.t)i'lllll prepara

tion.”
Mis. B

truth in what her husband said,

was silent,

| . Still,” she replied, * the Lord may have
! turned it to good. We don't know,"
i “ Certainly not,” answered Mr, B “ Put

He is going after vou,

were his

‘ )
none has sinned so much, so recklessly,

wants to buay.

itselt and
will
will not bid yvou

thought was very good ; and

for a

would hear of the recall of some
But no such intellicence eame to her,
o

“dear, it was a wrong

tries Lo

Let us rather contess that we have deserved

She feared there was

nevertheless, we are guilty of having put the thing

[ become good.”
g ’
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B e

in such a way, that it wanted turning in order to | ever been found to be necessary; and it is true,

‘ I'hus another week elapsed, and another. And | merciful use of the rod, runs no small risk of spoil-
a year passed away, and another, And neither ing the child. And this question of rewards and

| done to raise the masses of the ]N“'{‘l“ from de-

encouragement held out to .~.'Il'—i|n‘mm-uu-nt. cheap |

‘ln:ll‘:lll\v“._\‘ u\‘t‘llnukw]; or, at any rate, scarcely

| come well-nigh strangers to the heart ; but often
-

Mrs. B vor her husband thought any more of
the wrong text.
(To be Continued.)

punishments leads us to consider the more positive
methods of instrnction—those, in fact, which are
gencrally understood by the term Eduacation., It
is especially desirable that Scripture lessons, col- '
lects, hymns, and the like, should never be set as
punishment tasks; children should be taught to
look upon such books and lessons as their privilege
and happiness, and the wmemory of their first
| acquaintance with them will afterwards be linked
in their minds with the most joyous hours of their
gladsome youth.

HOME EDUCATION.
There is much, in our days, spoken and written

on the subject of education ; and rightly so, for
there can scarcely be

conceived a .\ll‘»jn‘\‘t of
greater importance than that of training the minds
of youth, and imbuing them with useful know- |
ledge calculated to make them, in after life, good E X : :
and useful citizens and men.  Much, too, has been | P,”"" of all l’_""k-"- of which a k"““"*"i‘.:‘j? should
| be implanted in the child, stands the Bible, the
record of God's dealings with his faithful servants,
from *“the first man, Adam,” 1o the end of all
things. Nor is a previous acquaintance with
learning—-we use the word in its lowest sense—
requisite in the child for an appreciation of the
Sacred Secriptures. The great use of a Pictorial
Bible for this purpose is unquestionable. The
father or mother, in their hours of leisure, may
take their vet lisping offspring on their knee, and,
showing to the glistening eye of the child pictures
of the sacred scenes of Holy Writ, acquaint Lim
with the history attached to them. The Tower
of Babel, the Ark of the Covenant, thestupendous
mystery of the Crucifixion, and other such repre-
sentations, may aptly be made the centre round
which to weave pious and holy tales—tales which,
coming from the lips they love, sink deep into the
I'ecessces !f. ill"illlt h«'.‘ll'(.\’. .\ul' i‘\
human eloquence in the narrator,
beauty of the sacred marvellously
adapted to the sympathies of our human nature,
that of themselves they possess a charm for every

grading ignorance, and to furnish them with the
means of knowing and searching out for them-
selves what is true, and right, and holy. Night-
and day-schools have been t‘..\t:ll)lhln"]‘

schools

Iterature circulated, and a aew stimulus given to
learning of every sort. But amongst these varied
and useful schemes the vast importance and usefol-

ness of home culture and training has been com-

insisted on as earnestly as it should have been.
And yet how incaleulable are the results of this,
the carliest education that the infant mind receives!
The nursery, the mother’s knee, the home fireside, |
are the first schools to which children go, the first |
seminaties of learning thev: enter., It is
the every-day l :

from
y scenes of home life, the every -day
words that fall from those familiar lips, that the
hild

there need of

imbibes either good or evil; itis from these So great is the
domestic flowers their infant lips must suck either |
[How powerful an influence
early associations exert upon the minds of men, is
well known, and so often exemplified as to render
all } YOl I.I‘H{:v.\\ lli‘l"'.

llislnl‘i\'\, 80
lmi\wll Ol '.HH("\_
ear; and, like the gorgeous glory of the setting
sun, need no «';\l'lhl'\' gi“lllg to .\4:2 off their lll;
rivalled beauties,

And care should be taken to make the children
view these seasons as times of privilege—favours
they have in some sort merited by their good
behaviour. It was thus that the mother of the
The whole being of the man, like the |Ereat l“'rum'h writer, l,:un:u'tit‘u-, as lu-. tells us
strings of a long disused harp, vibrates once again hnln.\clt, used t().t:xkc \l.u\\'ll a Bible full of splendid
to the familiar melody. and attunes itself to the | Prints, and, while nursing her child upon her knee,
old and Stived Btoni: - tell him the soul-stirring narrative of his Redemer’s

AT | life, and the wondrous love of that

death.

soul,

True, early lessons may
be forgotten, may slumber in the breast, and be- |

after a lapse of years some circumstance recalls
them to the erring soul, the floodgates of memory
are opened, and they stream full on the awakened
mind,

Redeemer's

These stories remained fixed in the boy’s
He rememberéd them when that loving
| mother’s heart had ceased to beat, amid all the
distractions of politics and revolutions ; and so
strong was their influence upon his mind that he

purpose and megning clear, we

would assert that education, like ('h:n‘i!_\', should
begin at home ; and that purents, as the first, are

really the most importanty instructors of children,

ind cannot be too careful how they discharge the |
duties of thewr Nor do we

great and hui} oflice.

ltmit the word * ustruction to the mere com never rested until he set out for the |;.x.~l, and trod

wuanieation of book knowledee. necessary as that | '8 person the scenes which Christ had e
e o by wlily presonce.

may be and is, but to that entire moulding of the | ¥ his bodily preson . ‘

heart, feelin@, mud alictivus uf he ohild. thae | But this method of teaching need not be con-

fined to the .\'\‘l'ip!nl‘v.\ : good, [||:«HI books, illus-

| trated, form the best library for children, and give

an air of reality, an outward expression, to the
matter recorded in the text,

Too great care cannot be exercised in the selec-

| tion of a child’s companions,

forming the vet plastic character by advice, ad

monition, corrvection, and above all, by example,

which none are so well adapted to perform as

P irents,
I'he saying that “the child is father to the
man’’ 18 in true; and

instances of the children of pious parents bringing

Of course, this care
does not come into operation until the child is
sonewhat more advanced in vears: butit should
| be most watchfully guarded, “There was never a
truer saying than that inspired declaration of Holy
Writ, that * evil communications corrupt good

its broadest acceptation

disgrace

upon their famiies are comparatively
uncommon ; nor, were lil.‘_\ than
thev are, should they deter us from doing our |
vfutA\ in this respe el, for the effect of these v;n’l\'

more common

’ ’ was”  Our canac maantiva § - s

lessons, though delaved, has often been abundantly | Matne l‘li Hm' Mlmll by’ g WO FRPIMSNA,
; J 7 o . . 4 ) ' ) L ASSO(

proved. And if we “ cast our bread upou the| for good or ill, from those with whom we associ

t o weeedinely ores P P e of .
waters” we may trust to the mercy of God that| #' 18 exceedingly great at most periods of life,

| but more particularly at that tender age, when
the mind is soft and malleable as melted wax, and
apt to take, ay, and to retain too, any figure that
may be stamped upon it. *“ No one ecan
pitch without being defiled ;" and
consort much with wicked or thoughtless com
panions without contracting some stain of sin,
Like the Israclites in the land of Canaan, if we
would be holy, we must dissociate ourselves from

rich and abundant harvest. \ : ;
It is an old and | the Perizzites and Jebusites of the \\nrltl; and 1if

nt saying, that* Example is better than
prece pt.” 1t is a poor thing to bid a child to act
thus, or thus, while our own daily lives are in

s . »
we *shall see 1t atter many davs,

Now, assuming that it is the duty of all parents |

thus to instruct and educate their children—and

that it is so none will deny—let us see how it may handle

be performedin the best and most effectnal manner: no oneé can
how the foundations may be laid of a great and
glorious building 1o the future ; how the seed may

ln*l llu' sOown lHl'tln‘ll u!l‘i‘ r !]u' gt‘llilll sun Uf'

Christianity into a
And first, then, by example

axtall ourselve 8, then more l‘.\lu'x'l:ﬂl)‘ our children,

‘\x \';lll_\‘ as i)‘)\\i!i!l' lVl 1"1”1“« nl an .‘lilll
and object in hife; let them have an ever present

Ve

lirect contradiction to the | ms we seck to | S¢nse that God is with them : let their homes be

{ ect ol udl on i i CNS( ! : 2 :

i Il(.;l."', lll min l n!‘ gllni\”l““*‘, \\IA‘ll'“ IS lltl'“ ‘i“"'l].\' '.l“‘l ;H'”ll,\ _]”_\“”5; l‘L ”lv 1 f(‘(l Ul.ﬂ

harly 1 " tive, naturally asks, *“if virtue, if they are ”‘”‘l‘”‘! l“"“'_", and learn to commune

il i (Rl } ) < ‘ « . ' » . < 2

’ ‘.l li‘ ‘|“. l)\ t 'll'li Il'llll») st COUurse, as my with ll“.”’\“l\“\; I‘t tll'.“l h“'l ‘.““I}"‘““,h‘lnl’ n
AR RRREL \“ 5 L S ‘ . « s , ) y W

lnn"\ﬂ\' and l!n‘_\' will learn to find t'l’llll)itlli\'ll‘}ll[t
in themselves, nor deem it necessary continually
external relations. Nor should
natural teaching, if we may so term it, be neglected.
One's daily walks through the meadow or the
wood ; by the river's bauk, or on the shores of

parents te [l e it 18, why do they not themselves

)
'

prac tice what Hn') teach ! .\ull.mg can be more

prejudicial to the budding mind than evil example ; to seek ii in
tor while the ehildren see
they will be but littie li.\li«mvl, ever were they
‘ The

of such men as Walker or Oberlin were daily, |

the facts before lll'.'lll,

'Li'.lt'it'. to enter into subtle theories, lives

the wmighty ocean ; over barren mountain steeps,
or llnlnn;_"’ll the leaf clad \\mul, may and should
vehicles of HI\UH*‘!!UII.‘ The child
would thus be taught to feel and know that every
thing has a meaning; that things are not as ll..l\‘
are by chance; and would learn to look through
| the works of Nggure up to that great and good
God who has written his power, his me¢ rey, and
his love upon the giant boulder and the grassy
plain, the hardy pine and quivering aspen, the
roaring surges of the sea and the mimic Sillows of
the lake. ‘T'his will induce a habit of lhun;_;lllllll
ness in the child, and such a habit is invaluable.
Let parents reflecet awhile on this, Children
are a sacred trust: arrows are they, indeed, in
the hand of the giant, but arrows which, unless
properly wielded, will plant their barbed points
deep in their parents’ hearts. How wmuch good
might be effected if fathers and mothers would

hourly lessons that sank v:(‘\'}i into their children’s
hearts though they bad uttered never a word, It become the
I8 Amlmm\ll)i" for l‘lu‘ conduct nl‘lrlh nts to be too
correct, too guarded, on all occasions, and particu
larly before their children ; but it should not end
here—far from it: it must be good and hul)
throughout, for young minds are quick to detect
deceit, and young hands ever apt w rend the veil
from off the face of hy pocrisy.,

Good example then s the greatest and the best
means, united with fervent prayver to God, for the
wrimary education of the wfant mind, We
said united with fervent prayer—all means
in themselves be powerless without this

have |
must

carnest
wostration at the footstool of Divine grace, -
ploring Him who *suffered children to come uuto
him and forbade them not,” to \
in his bosom,” The mother of the great and holy
St. .\ll;(l*(lll(' never -'<‘El~\‘ll to \\\’l'll ln‘l.nl‘(' { ;«)al l.l_)l.
In her agony
.llul ;Il« l, Mulll«':t :Al»l):it'nl Lo A g('wl l)lslu)l), \\lln
onsoled her, telling her to * pray to God for him,
as it is not possible that the child of so many tears
should ll«'lhh." And
pray ; and God was pleased to shed abroad his

carry the lambs |

their rising families ; and how careful should such
a counsideration ‘make them to order their own
steps aright, for the welfare of immortal souls may
depend upon them, Ifthe fountain-head be itself
nl»m'ulw],nl luilllul. can we \-.\lvw'l that the stream
that upwells therefrom will flow on brightly and
purely in its course, and reflect the unclonded
radiance of Heaven on its bosom?  If the blood
at the great central heart be itself impure, how
shall the' flood of life rush on unstained through
the duets and channels of the lmtl.\’ If the

the conversion of her erring son,

she continned as before to |

love in Augustine's heart, and the son of prayerful
Monica became a ** bright and shining light,” and
one of the greatest teachers ofthe Christian chuoreh,
Oh! how \lh.«l mother's heart l'('_inlmwl; she saw
her an Christian she
g ithered to her home in heaven,

The advantages of instilling sound, virtuous pre

sOn eminent before was

| ous harmony pervade the strain?  If parents be
thewselves uwnholy, how -hnmaply speaking—

shall the children be righteous ¢

cepts into the children’s minds are too obvious to |
require any l-‘hglll\‘llwl notice. The greal truths |
of Christian morality should be gently but assidu- |
ously pressed npon them, that they way learn to

Parents have a high mission to perform. As
the first, so are they the most lmportant, iustruc-

» 4 a F h 3 . )
know and value the code of laws on which their | tors of future men and women, and much every
elders’ conduct is so admirably framed. En-| Way depends on how they execate their fauctions.
conragement for the observance of these laws | I'here 1s ample work jor them to do within
L]

| their own homes and by their own firesides ; and
if properly discharged, it wounld go far to rhake
these homes radimentary schools and seminaries

should be jlhll\‘i\)ll\l}' ln'.\lu\\t'll, l'lill (IIU )'(Hllllfll' l
heart may feel its duty to be its pleasure also. |
Nor, on the other hand, should punishment be |
altogether wanting. It is undeniably better lu: n thpmscl.\'cn: schools where the highest of all
draw an obedience by the silken cord of love than | learning is taught-—the learning of the great
rouchly drag 1t iron chaius. Still, such is the | Christian and woral dutics of life : anl when from
In-n"uL- uature of wan, that corrective justice has | UWe Lo time the childien are called to quit the

| met with “ Faithful” or * Hopeful.
and joys he kept to himself;
strength, and joy,

| the smaller

[ must

thus regard themselves as the first instructors of |

master-note itself be out of tune, how shall melodi-*

FRUITS OF A PRAYER MEETING.

Some time since I established
called a fellowship meeting in my parish.

what might be

| was

moved to-it partly by observing the isolation and
want of brotherly k\'lll]»:ltil\‘ between those who,

| as far as I could judge, were growing Christians,

Each man seemed to pursue his journey alone

to be in the position of the * Pilgrim,”

of the
brings with 1t

realised that ;mrtinn of the (
the communion of saints.”

he was

and licht which

1||"11‘Il' lu'
His griefs
unconscious

union

My people did not seem to have

]'V'I”l.

also, by a feeling that there was
| influence for good abroad in the land, which had

its effect even upon those who were not yet con

verted by it

I think all ofus who are
| must feel that there is a great readiness to hear

“I believe in.

[ was

a

moved to it

Iw'm:ll‘\‘ib""

ministers

)

and a willingr.ess to be spoken to in a very serious
g ]

manner,

And surely this was to be -'\va'?n-v[

Now that

the last sands of Time are running out, men seem
to stop, and catch their breath and

they fell conscious that
and -‘\§'|"'t-‘«l to hear the
We must not overlook this fact

to hear; but

¢

M"l\l S, 48

and ask ourselves
into men'’s hearts) we can fin
for putting off our wares, So

1
Sinee a marKet se«

merchaats do

1
what

the Judge i

\l!'l"‘l

r our spiritaal merchandise, wi

<

of his

|
i ]

sten, as if
at the door,

comny

. : \
otmen s readiness

ms thus to op
lise, we must bestir our
natimeof brisk trad
new openinges (:" I's ‘v'\‘.
] 4
| what opnortunities
i
casting about, and

asking myself; the prayer meeting suggested itself

to my mind, as it had done to the minds of so many

others,

.\Hll
stricken
l 1{() [vl

increased seriousness among t

true

world : and

of a wonderful
‘h\' l)"ul»lu' lll" ;nnl.

pt

be

ayer

heart,
y saved ,‘"

on thewr part, indeed ;

the first time, that th
brotherhood. If

)
|':o'\~llw‘_

Christian
last-named

meeting, 1 should count myself amply repaid.

.{"v' luw ‘
It were, to

Py

though 1 cannot
to the

converts t'('lllill! [y

ot]y
primitive

meeting,
tell of mer
.‘H»ll
I can
the

D
i

'a }.1:\‘.‘\

-

a reliasation,

as a

refreshec by
Christian

drawing

1

crving
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{ At first I had both a fel u\\\fl)p meeting
and a general but after a time,

meeting merged into the larger one

and women

ot .~ W hat

tell of greatly

lV ol a4 lew

' ! ¥
L from

the
togeether ol

A wonderful drawing together,

S 1L were, for

result of

e Was r"ll.l'”xll&‘_’

1.1 1
I COollld onty see

ll'ita mn
this
;'I'SQ\ ¢l

My

the

baaws

love. It has

«lu\\ll\"i on my [H wl'iw a8 a4 new JOy, an they l'u d
In it not only a new pleasure, but also a new
ower for good. 1 believe there never was such
a spirit abroad among my people as there i
now ; never a time when the poor niett |
men among them spoke so eal tly to th
“mates” and partners in work about ‘eterna
things, proving themselves helpers together in the
work of God with their minister.

Of those who have received benefi from these
meetings, one has already been removed from this
world., She was a woman of considerable intelli
gence, and removed as far as one can conceiy
possible from anything like enthusiasm. She ha
for years counted herself a Christ il wnd of lat
years had been a communicant. But ere was a
colduess and want of |if her Chn ty whicl
was very disco wing ohe atter ! Iy
our }H.l"! meeting wnd, after a t \
«'Il‘l!:l‘ i her was t\.-’A nt Lhewr w i\ respo
siveness in her now : the eve would light up :
«\i-l«'“.\-'n‘t-t.h'm'l..l!. ¢ I Lo work u‘,{. rest
she took in \lnll]i\.‘l; things was n ) be m

taken.

turned again, by God’s grace,

“first love?”

that her soul

It might have been

ing to the ~lll~i, had beer greatly qui

for the last

she

t
h1s

It m 1y have been only this; but she herselt

looked upon the time as

stage

ol

farled, and

| she had oirded up her

! )
FORHS, Bld 1N

her nirney

sickened, and

warmdtl el
]
A ueeh AN
ST tha
nded h I' pace
fol ! ter
P N ! awa
MWAVS

Ylil' Oof her enny I'Sion

“1 had thought wmyself, sir,” she has said to m

a Christian
my

meetings hel

|

I

HE

W SO

t
Liie

“IH‘.(l WAaAS nplesscea

titne but

S I.*llr.

i

Dalleve Lhat

at one of th praven

“Can vou remember,” 1 said, what 1t was
which 1impressed you, and led you to think n
serionsly wl'.\‘ul sLale Was 1t while SCerp
ture was being read, or during th }"\ 'lf" 1

"!! \\J\\i‘l!“"_’ On« t'f"..m nvm ) 1 Wl
od, * l‘!n.\ sang that beantitul hvmn

‘“*Come, let us join our cheerful s g8
[ was not feeling well, and was not able to stand

up or join n the singing

“‘Worthy the L.
"‘K"'
Worthy the Lamb, our lips rep

)

H

| thought how
wondered whethe rl

silent on

song l!l\'ll', .\lu'\.{ | l be « xclude i from 1t lor

l(' Iﬂgr\'ll, from ”Iill Liine, seewn d to n

inportant, and,

exalte

mb that died

was slain for u

ll;l\\('-l LO .|\' nin

my chair, |

MY O,

should join n

SCCl( l ¢X

[T } bles

O1¢

St

thing, than ever it had done before.

peared before me as my hom

more on Iit,

I might well have answered, * Where vour
be also.” |
L4 and wil!
e \\vlllll'.\ the

L will give, briefly, another en ouraging instance

Lreasire

i it, throughout eternity

l love 1o think of it.”

18, there
doubt not that she Joius in that song

Wil Y

our heai

L

A1 8

" \“ l »il
led from the
A O ever!
1C TAr mor

| { {

it secmed
real ; and since then my thoughts have been

And as llu Yy sang

d Jjoviu

i Al
”~ aven ap

ol

of a benefit resulting from these meetings.

I had a mecting at my owu

rooi,
SIXLY

come over to |""l' me, H
portion of Scripture which he re

'l.ll(‘ room

}N'l SONS,

was full : we

\ N w_:}‘,ml;‘.l; {

of the *“barren fig-tree.,” Upon

lew pl;nn and ln-nnlml remanrks, ]

some little time after that [ learned that the Arrow

had gone howme,

Among those who were assembled that r

was Edward Hooker.,

lvlu.\ lll‘r"' wolan,

he.

divine service, he was there.

Ilm wile I..\v‘ lt-i&r: .lu N a

IS EY

)

had, 1

eroviman

in iy dining

“:i[»ir- S0

s L wrable
A

this he v

\

’Hu‘_\ ll.\i HoO I.
l)l'.\)«‘l:‘ ll.’l(l Iiill‘t[ luw'n off ;,‘?‘ with
estness, for him.,

From

wWoere onen

was not uunty

S

iren, an

intens

that tune forth no
cans of grace than
fo)
\\.in'lr\«l | held

' meeting for reading the Beriptures and praye

much

oln

Lamb,”

had

Seh, as the

1eht

| lx
earn
Before that night she bad neve r,
she sald, seen him “ b nd the knee before (zod.”
That nightt he prayed,
man was more regular at the m
Whenever tho church d

lOOrs

Whele No. 3359.
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paternal roof, they would go forth armed with the
now and always, that he who ;p;mw a judicious, | panoply of Christian warfare; and the various
rays of piety and godliness shooting from ecach
domestic hearth would converge into one great
naticnal, central fire, burming with zeal for the
kingdom of God and of his Christ.

Hooker would be present. Noticing this, I spoke
first to his wife, and then to him. and so k arned
the history of this | wppy change. Between two
and three vears have passed away, and he is a
growing and ripening Christian. He cannot read,
and was, three vears ago, a very ionorant m N
but he makes up for all by great dilicence and

real love., ”x comes to everv means of grace to

gather food : he feeds upon the word and hides it
in his heart. We need not, therefore. be sui
prise | that h proits exceedinglv,

Sooun  after his ¢h nge, he established family
prayer in his hous His wife reads the Bible,
and then this po unléarned man pours ount his
heart in prave ‘1t makes the tears come to my
eyes,  said his wile, “ 1o bear how oungaufst he is:
he 1s just as much so when he and 1 are #9me b
fore God And this)” | sav to mvself ‘is my
husband, who, three vears ago, never bent bis
knee before God’”

Wi may well sav, What hatl God !

wronght
q

[ can bear testimony to his earnestness in the

i

prayer meetings, rhits ago,

Univ a tfew m waiking

home from one them, with several of my pa

rishioners, woman saxd to another,

one Christian

‘I am always glad when Hooker pravs :
pravers seem to come from the bottom ot bis
heart,” He uses

perhaps, the

Hnis

Indeed they do: it is just that.
the broadest IH”'__’HTQ“_\'". and ~;u.>:|l\~.
worst I glish of any of the ‘.A(‘\‘il'4 rs; but vou
cannot, while he 1s praying, get over the Impression

that his words are heart deep, and that vou ar
joming mn prayer w th a mar wl 0 18 really speak
ing with God. He 1s, as vou mav suni . & great
wvocate of these prayerin { Q0 1,. 5 -
{ nea I then ng « on even 1 L

ni He persuades his 1 r's to att {, and
when he 1s there, seems as if he were at homse ind
,||?\i'\.

Two singie grapes out ot a small cluster : two
of the richest and choicest ; two which lav. so to
speak, nearest to the sun Others :I'r‘. slowly
ripening : sowe are still verv immat but wi
may trust to the Sun of Righteousness to give to
them the «f\_;lw'ui‘l-"u..w of which they are
\1{_‘1‘ |

|

Blessed fruits of a prayer meeting !

H \ppy meetings we have had;
profit and blessing ;

meetings full of
meetings in the middle of the

week, to help us on our way from Sunday to Sw

day. May God multiply such “pm phesyings”
(to use the old English word) HI ochout the
land !

THE DUTY OF CHRISTIAN COURTESY.

“ Life's best jovs « istin n e and eas:

and few ¢ 1 Save, o1 rve, bu ;""x\"'
‘ Large b nties t | \ ¥ish in vain
But all 1 g | i 5 K pal

The world has its books of etiquette. its e of
laws and 1 o A | by w i Lo 1a 0N Lt
maunners ol 1 S¢ wh i O ix 1 1s gay

S \ \ " ha ! \ , even by
n em 1 l 1 ) 4
'.. "v ! | W
- 18K h i \ ! ] {
| 11 Va ) 3 i ) ¥

5 A S W ! ! that ¢
iu inw.ihl. S wWhich 18 Lthe tinguaisl o charm
of such soclely, ind which re rs the guest pet
fectiv at ease, howeverinferior his ra L or po )
may "I'.

It was the quaint saying o \ U  Lhough ¢
eniriec man \\in n advoceal 9 I \ 14 n
our caurch psaimody, that ! AW, ** no rea
SO1! Yhv Datal 10 | LY ! !

SO We may, wil '~I‘ i | B N S |
hy t WOl | Wy L A !
Al . i { A

We remen ! ca g | wnotl
oy | man 1 y Clhn \ vker it to
the best shoemaker in th DATIS SO, surelv we

o cma ol X ient as

HAyVy D the wo I 8 \ A LWS ) ~
] )
we fval L 1O assert, that 1 vV all al 0ol i
thos wi th ristia S iH {
!

’Il | t Al i 1
\‘l I; - ) 1 |
WS la \ { [}

Col 1 \ \ SHE!
QOK for in vamn an o precepts ort
ll( 141 S Of t W | ‘ A

| rude ( 5 A D¢ rfect anomaly Shame

n, to him, who by 3 SATTreCH ma
and want of courtesy, brings reproa n |
proi 1, | B3 rein:an { nfrom
Lhie 1 M his i A ] | S A
JOA Hia but 1
1 0 al '! | l i IS M 5

:
oaln S V, OV i \ ! I i IS )
say that “the chi 1 Of 1 A nthen
generation wiser thar tl ! ren ol rit l t
such a one and, alas! too wny are to be found

refleet for one moment o Lhishonour which
he does to s Lord Master |.et him not
Hna ¢ Lthat no Was mmvolved in that l and
| | ¥ i E. \ ) Wa i { i 't
eliow-p rin I W 1 ~ nad a 1 L to
Kil y sympath Or it tl ULWe ! \ tor
Was one wl bhea Was L ) Lo the world
who can t but that k \ ntlencss *'I.
manner might have raincd st nfl ncee over
il i llx.ct ¢l | | ‘u il ! nave b wWon over
to ti sery of the same gent and Urad 5
\1 aster \ !" such Curis s l\i\'\\ HOL W {
mischiel they mav ha ! hat Food they
may have prevented It is t Lhey by fx\‘>
Ciear view ol Lh i { 1) | {2 | 2 ey
nay be bold aund fcaviess 1 th { n ~‘.
'
( urist belore l)l« wWorid 3 they mav i ST 1C a l
Ousls ut 1 th exel W | 85, and
yet with regard to this Christian grace. mas it not
be sald of the ), “UOne tl ne thou lackest ¢

['ruly they have { rgotten the exh

\luwf‘ - I'n ln i ‘?; be ourteous.”

It is surprising  how froquently the want of
courtesy mars th weliness and the usefulness of
Veu sincere Caristia And vet 1al sweet and
lovely temper and demeanour which om blessed
Redeemer exhibited during bis soiourn - earth,
oughtinvariably to charactense all true dis 1ples
How continualiy .

does Lthe A\ln‘f'\

o l\‘t‘.‘. 'H‘\l.- h.h
Llessed .\l.’l‘w'.\‘l.\inx.“ :

L exan pic,as n con training

motive to all his followers “ Lot every one
"‘:v'.\m his ku'l\\_;!;‘w\.l to his {r «u‘n to |~"H . |l‘:»[, !
even Christ  pleased not himself)” And :x"‘..‘
*“Inlowhuness of mind let ca h vs{l.vl-ln other Q:-t'. 1‘

than himselt,  Look not every man on his own
things, but every man also on the t
Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ
Jesus.,” And as it bhe could find ne highiel apps l
on which to tfound carnest q\!.\:l;.tmlfa to
bis beloved Corinthian church, he ex latms, *1
besecch you, by.the meekness and gentlencss of

!»ZHL’\ ol (r'l‘l I's.

I8

Pt

B T




