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OUR RAGGED SCHOOL.

(Concluded.)

Another ftale about unexpected fruit may, per-
a8, be given here. A poor Ix'sd‘ who was not very
refractory, but nncommuply ldl}‘, was in the lml_m
of comning to school.  Hisvery idleness made him
a great trouble to his master nml. to his parents,
and at last, more in the hope of doing the son good
than from other objects, bis father determined to
accept an offer of work, aud to rewove to ‘luwke.-
bury. They bad been gone from our neighbour-
hood a year and a half, when one day the supor-
intendent was told that a lad was at the door,
desirous of speaking with him. He went down
stairs, and there saw a tall, ungainly, and most
ragged boy awaiting hml._ .

“You don't know me, sirf

“ What, George ! is it you "

“Yes, sir.”

“ Come in, lad,” said his kind friend, who took
him down stairs, made him take a wash at the
sink, and then gave him some tea, which was
eagerly devoured by the fllnlnh«"t‘l Iad.  Aftertea,
the following facts came out. The boy had %nm-
to Tewkesbury with Lis father, but had there boen
treated with great sternness, had ron away from
howe, sfter having broken open a cupboard )uAul
taken u sovervign which had been put aside for
rent; had made his way to Bristol, hoping to get
a berth on board ship, but, having no character,
could not get employment ; lis money had soon
bean spent, and he had then started to walk to
Loudon, in the hope that his old teacher would be
able to reconcile him to his father.  The teacher
took him next morning to his dear old clergyman,
who ordercd him to provide for the lad for some
days, atd to write at once to the parents, who
gladly consented to receive binck lhvlr_lnnfm. nnd
scot the money W pay the expenscs ol hlnjunrm-y
home, Bome time elapsed, and one dry a most
grateful lettor arrived trom the boy, stating that
the kinduess shown to him had opened bis hoart
to feel the yet greater love of his Redeemer, and
that he who had been onece reseued from the pit
Wil how c-m!cuvmu'mg, AN Smulu.\'-u\'lmul teachor,
to aid others ulso,

A ciorgyman's letter-box ofton boasts some doen-
ments of great curionity, and 1 often wish that |
bad presorved wany of the lettors which 1 have
received, 1 have been looking to-day in vain for
one received lately from Austrabia from a gl who,
by the agency of our Ragged school  Dhiblo-class,
wan rescued trom the strects and sent abroad ; but
the following bona fide luttor has just reached we
from the mother of two little scholurs who were
great pets of mine o=

London, April —,

“ Riv, Sin--1 have moved to the forementioned
place and got A great knocking About in conme
quonce of ths Alteration. My children are at
school in a similar place to where they werg in
your time, thut s a school of the protestant
Church,  Ievd, Sir | parted my friend and bene-
fnctor when you loft we il regret yom
leaving this place my little son Pmt. s always talk
ing of your Revd, he is complote now in all his
lnbs and s formor dofoct done away with, |

ot & countryman of mine that effoctunlly enred
nlm ho w the promising of A very good boy,
Revd, Bir we are very thankful to the teacher
Mr, we for hisattention to the children pat have
wade n vast inprovement under his eare Rev Sir
M you bave the kindness and bumility of writing
the Address in=seee your revd, will recollect the
nddrems,

SN The man who wrote this a good scholar,
sn Lrishinan from my neighbourhood at home. s
worthy of a situation, and capable of fulilling it.
Would willingly embrace one. He s n Mallow
man, and wuuh‘vln- perfectly gratoful and thankful
for anything doune, aud would wish an interviow
with your Revd, I ean recommend him to be
bonest and trustworthy,”

Bome people decry the spread of edueation, and
think little of its Tufluence ; but every child vught
to be tanght o rend and wiite, if only to koep up
the high and boly fechings of family love when
familion wre seattered abond, 1 am porsuaded
that it is -cunmly possible Lo enlenlate the veal
good which s done in the way in which the best
of all tew wre Kopt up wmongst our people throngh
the facilities stforded by the present system of
education und of postage.  Bomethines, of course,
I have been shown lotters strongly  corroborative
of Uhis teuth 3 and 1 s sure o poor fiiend of mine
will pardon me for narmting the following oo
enrronee D Bhe win o quaint, vough old woman, »
thorough ehurmoter, hiving in s wild spot  wnd
one day, as | was walking near her house, 1 honrd
& grewt shout—<* Parson, Pason "™ 1 turned, and
saw my friend waving lier hand to me.  Ou going
up te hor, ahe sbdd, O Parson, coom inj I've
had a lettor this three duyw, and 1 cannn read i,
aid nobody has come who cun rend.”  Of conise
Loffured 10 rend i, snd found it was from ber
danghter, who marvied a respectabile siall farmer,
and hived some twenty miles off,  The hand was
& good bold one, und the orthography protty good,
wid 1 ennily read the following ;

“Dreaw Mosuen,—-This e hopping your
woll, us it lonves us woll 3 thauks by o the Lovd
lor it And dewr wother, thanks be o the Lord
W nro domu mluloly welly the Crops is vory good,
and the tatam stand,
both the vows s good enlves, mnd most of the
l'wop e double couples; and the sow lius u
Wiaibg flne littor ; and the hons aud the ducks
aud the Wirkeys has done woll, Aud now dour
mother lking of other live stock y V've got an
other bubie wid thanks bo to the Lord he w doing
mirkable woll 3w wd do your hourt good 1o soe
Mg bless bim,  And donr wother if you can
Come over 1o us harvest thine 1% be very glad ; it
You wants half o ROvoreign Joast let o Kinow —pnnd

bow dewr mother, | am with Tow, your allvction
ae duugliter, Javk h

Of sourme e eompling of the baby and the live
“oo:l Wha amuning enough, but all Jn ood nows
:"‘ e mother, and the tuvitation wud the offur of
l"f, P clivered hoy beartily in- hor lone, widowed
I'. Kven rough Bully could not help w tenr ; nnd
l Could not lnugh at sueli & gennine thongh, per.
uw Guaint letter, gy

Y11 e thig topie, | wust, however, ‘lw

' 'rhﬂ‘u Whs A vury
e in the village, whom |
wnd Mary 1 Willigm

abiout his marriage,
F)W M

dewr and vathor old eon
ofven  visied— Willinm

“lad vy

And thanks be to the Lo |

time, but sumbows we ware na married. Joseph,
the clerk, were often at us; he wanted his fees,
and he said he'd put our bands.  One day I goes
to church, and sure enough he had, So | calls on
Mary as went I home, and says, ‘ Mary, I've been
to church.

“* That's right, Bill!

“¢ What think you I've heard 1"

“*1 dunna know, Bill; summut good.'

“‘T've heard our bands asked.

“* Have yer, Bill ¢’

“‘Yes. Did you pat them up, luss ¢

“*No, Bill. Did you?'

“i N“‘ lass.’

“*“Then it wur that old elerk.

“* Do you wenn to forbid them, lass

b NH. Bill, Do you r

“* No, lass; but next Sunday we'll go together
and hear them asked.’

“8So we went—and Sunday next; and 1'd just
spoken to parson, and when they wor asked out,
wo Just walked up to rails, and he married us
thore ; and we went back, and he guve us all such
a sarmint on marrisge ! It did us all good ; and
we've been downright happy ever since.”

Well, one day when I came home from visiting,
my old landiady told me that some one had been
down begging me to go up to old Will's house as
soon a8 over | conld—he was in great trouble.
I started off at once, and fornd him and his old
woman both in tears. 1 asked what was the
mutter,

* Oh, sir, we've had such a letter from our Jack
in Afriga!"

Now, our Jack was a soldier, and had, by good
conduet, risen 10 the rank of sergeant major,

His lotter was in a high-flown strain. ~ He had
been evidently reading Moore and other poets ;
and he had written when the news of the threa
tened Chartist riot on the famons 10th of Apnil
had just renched the camp, 1 cannot remember
wll bis lettor, but this passage ocenrs to me ;

“Breroven Parexrs—1 have heard of the terri-
blo dangers that threatened my native land,  Per
haps cro now it has been devastated by lawless
bands nfunlu im-nlnlml MIsCreants | per Impn ere now
the humble cot 1 which | first drew nurture has
been committed to the ruthiless flames.  Would 1
were with  you, to protect my ancestral hearth !
I eannot be with you ; but, beloved parents, my
soul hovers over you, as the fabled Hourt of the
Mahommedan ; and 1 do all 1 can, by wish and
supplication, to cust an wgis around you,"

OF course 1 burst out imughing at this high
flown letter and their gricl.  They started at hy
lnugh,

“What, sir, is all right?  We thought summut
terrible had suroly Limpponed ; wo nover heard such
wordsafore,”

I nssnived thom all was right, and translated the
letter for them, to their amazing comfort; but |
can assure you that letter was shown 1o every
neighbow what vur Jack could do,” and
doubly tressured becuuse lhv_v could not colmpro
Lhend it

in

AN INFIDEL'S TESTIMONY TO CHRIST.
There ave some ignorant infidels who deny that
such 0 oman Jesuw Christ ever lived. The

infidel Renan, w man of Hobrew descent, a learned
Oviental scholar, & professor of Hebrew in the

n»

Beriptures, the Jowish traditions, and profane
history, and exploring Phonicia, writes, in the
and i which Josus hived and died, biography
of im,  Other inlidels have denied the anthens
tieity of the Gospels, nnd aseribed them to ages
long subsequent to the events which they nareate

them to the first contury.

Although Kenan admits the authenticity of the
eanonicnl Gospels, concoding that they date back
to the first century, aud are substantinlly by the

thew us neither inapired nor of equnl historiceal
value,  He deems himsell able to select the roal
sayings of Chest from those improperly attributed
to him, He savs a divine power itahicizes  these
worda and renders them camly recogingnble to the
evitie, " These will not e eons
cenled ; an soon as wo touch them in this chaos of
trnchitions of unequal vilue we feel them vibrate ;
thoy come spontancously and tuke their own place
i the narrative, where they stand out in uiparul
loled relief,”  Of course, thin is all HuAgination,
Kaeh eritic’s mind hus its peeuline eloctive whlhnity,
ML Renan regards Matthow as the most relinble
reporter of the logie of Christ ; Mark as more
frin, precise, atd loast sumbered § Luke us & doou-
ment of second hand, containing errom of chrono
logy, softening dotalis, toning down cimbarrassing
passugon, and ulhlltlllng the sayings of Chrst 1o
proweditatod and componite form ; John us logst
rebinblo, and  not 0 barmony with Matthew,
* Bven,” says the author, “if Papists bad not told
us that Matthew wrote the sAYIngs i Lhiewr orl

words of Josus

|

\ G4
ual tougue, the naturalness, the ineflable truth,
the lwl'llt'un \lmlul u(' the l.\'lmlolu' cllm LUlse,
Lol thoroughly  Hebrale manuor, the nuilogios
which they present 1o the sayings of the Jewish
doctors of the saime period, then petlect bharmony
with Galilons natire, all those charactom, if we
vompare them with the obseours  guosticism and
the distorted moetaphysion of Johuo, spenk londly
onough,  This docs not moan that there mre not
i the discourses of Johin wondorful flashes of
bight, tanches whitoh come renlly trom Josus,"

He miracilous statoments of the
Soriptures s distinctly ws o doeas their Ispiration,
wnd undertakes 1o necount for them, not by eon
widering thow myths, nor by trouting thom Upon
natirwl  prineiples, but by supposing  that om
Nuviour wis partly docoived and paitly ndecciver,
He does not wny * mivacles are impossibile,” but
“that there has beca hitherto no miraele proved,”
Lo bogs the very point in dispute,  Wo mark in
s cummoeration of the wmirscles of Christ an omis
slon of those which presont the greatest diftionlty
1o his theory, u circnmstance which we can hardly
reconcile with his moral honesty, M, Renan sup-
soses John the Bapust o huve imspired Josus, 1o
Iuwu lod Lim to etortain idens of Boing n gramd
ol loader of mankind, aud inspived bim with
now views of his mission,  Honeotorth he is filled
with revolutionar ardor, abolishes the law, an
nounces biimself Mossinh, and teveals tho new king
dom ofGod, 1lis dinciples, connidoring a dosvent
frow David assontial to the Mansinhahip, gall b
Bon of David, snd he vonsents to their frand,  As
the son of David mnst be o Bothloliom ite, another
logond was ventod 1 bat whethor Christ assent
410 this, the author doos not say. In like munner
Wi tho story of his supornatarsl birth, “ His

ﬂl&d"‘l‘ great altogoetlier

denies the

1'n.'h-,_u~ of France, after lhuum“hl_\‘ studying the |
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spontaneouns conspiracy, and was worked out about
bim while ho was yet alive.”

As his life drew near to a close he becomes
deranged, for what less does the author mean by
the following words: “He was, if we may so
speak, totally beyond nature, family, friendship ;
country had no longer an{ meaning to him."”
* Carried away by this terrible tide of enthusiasm,
commanded by the necessity of a preaching more
and more exalted, Jesns was no longer free; he
belonged to his wission, and in one sense to
humanity. At times one wonld have said that
bis reason was disturbed. e had sufferings and

agitations within. The %rnnd vision of the king-
dom of God ﬂnslling efore  his eyes dizzied
him. His disciples at certain moments believed

him mad, His enemies declared him possessed.
His temperament, which was exceedingly ardent,
bore him every instant beyond the himits of human

natare,”  * His natural gontlencss seems to have
abandoned him. He was sometimes rude and
uncouth, His disciples at times ceasea to com-

prehend him, and experienced before him a feeling
of foar.  Sowmetimes his intolerance and all Oppos-
itton led him to acts inexplicable and appacently
.‘\lmlll'\l." l;nld\'l lbhls})h(‘lll.\' than lllis can b(’
found nowhere in Paine's Age of Reason.

The inconsistencies of this book exceed those of
uny other with which we have ever met. The
anthor asceribes the superiority  of Christ to the
seencry of Ganlee, without explaining why the
samie  influences have not produced a similar
character umong the willions that have telt them.
Josus s presonted  as the strongest ol men, and
yeu casily turned by John the Baptist, and too
weak to resist theintluence of his weakest disciples,
e is the purest of men, and yet he s a thauma-
turgist and a deceiver,  He is the most transparent
of wortals, yet he pretends to work miracles when
ho does not work them, and even yields to u eon-
spiracy of his friends in the case of the resurre tion
of Lazarus,  He is the great reformer of mankind
yot a bewildored fanatic.  The author thinks him
ignorant ol philosophy, of history, bewildered by
false notions of the supernatural, misled and abosed
by his frionds, and living a life which in our state
ol socioty would have bronght him twenty tunes
bulore the police courts.  Yet he thus speaks of
him ;
presides over the destinies of the world, we iy
call divine, not in the sense that Jesus absorbed all
divinity or was equal to it, (to employ the schol-
Asbi¢ v\luv“lun,) but in this sense, that Jesus i
that individual who has cansed hisspecicsto make
the groatest advance towsmrd the divine” 1he
author says * ho was not sinless,” and probably
badd faults which his disciples concealed ; and yel
adds, * Bat whatever may be the sutprisos of the
future, Josus will never be surpassed ; his worship
will grow young without censing 3 his logend will

L eall forth tears without end § has sutferings will

melt the noblest hoarts; all ages will proclaim
that among the sons of men there is none born
groater than Jesus.,”  What a monstrons declar
ation to be made concorning a sinful and fuulty
man, .

Lhere may be scholam in France or Germany
who can put that and that together, but men of
GuInon seise cannot,  OF all attempts to acoount
tor the acknowledged facts of Christinnity  with

L out admitting the supernatural, this is the most

Ronan adinite thei muthenticity, and nseribes |

| Il us i

muthors to whom they wre attributed, he considers

whaurd,

We take oconsion to say that if the chapter on
the character of Christ in Dr. Bushnell's work on
“ Nature and the Supernatural™ had been written
o connternet the offect of M, Ronan's, it could not
huve mmwered the purpose better than it does,
and wo bog voung porsons who have rend Renan's
work to turn to In Without indors-
gkl that it contuings, wo can heartily  commend

work for the times—%. Y.
.lu’:'uulh’.

Bushuell's,

Chrestian

ROMAN DEPRAVITY,

Wo hiave never rend & more terrible comment
on the st chapter of St Paul's Kpistle to the
Romans than i thosubjoined oxtract from Drapor's
History of the lntelloctual Development of Europe,
Pp. 187, 188

The concentration of powor and inerease of fm
morahity proceeded \\ltlmnmluuln(vln. Initsonrlior
agos the Roman dominion was exercised by a fow

| thousand  pemous;  then it passed into the hands

OF scune seore tumihies; then it was sustained for a
moment by ndividuals, and at last seizod LY one
waun, who bocaino the master of 120 willions.
As the process wont on, the virtues which had
ndorned the enthier times disuppenred, and in the

[ ondd were repluced by erimes sueh s the world

never botore witnessod and never will ngnin,

An

Lovil day s appronching when it beeomes recuy

nigod 0 a cosmunity  that the only standard of
socinl  distinetion s wealth, That dny was soon
ohlowed in Kome by s unavoidable ol uonos,
# government founded upon two domestic eloments,
corvuption und terrorism, Nulunguugucumlvu:nlw
the state of that cupital after the civil war,
The aceumulation of power and wealth gave riso to
o universal dopravity,  Law  coused 1o be of niy
vislue, A suilor must deposit o bribe before o tral
could be had, The social fabric was a fostoring
Wi of rortenness, ‘T'he people had  beoome o
populnee, the Wistocracy wus a demonine; the
eny wan a hell, No erime that the annals of
baman wickodoess can show w u-lcllutqwqwlrnlml,
reinorseloss  murders; the butrayal ot pareuts,
husbands, wives, lieuds; poisoning reduced to a
systom | adultery  dogoncrating 1ulo  incest, mid
orimes  that ean not be written,  Women of the
higher clums wore so lassivious, dopraved, and
dungerous, that men eould not be compalled to
contract umll'imuny with tlwm; IRITIAZY  Was
diwplaced by concublnnge; even virging were guilty
of Jnconceivable immodestion; groat officers of
slato nud Indios of the gourt, of promiscuous baths
aid  naked exhibitions, Lo the thme of Caosar it
had bocome necessary for the government to inter
fore, and actoally put a preminm on marriage.
Ho gave rewards to women who had many ehild
rong prohibited thoss who were nnder forty five
youin of nge, und who had vo childven, from wear-
g Jowels and riding in litters, hoping by such so-
ol disabilition to correct the evil, It went on from
badl b0 worse, so that Augustus, in view of the gen
ernl avoidance of legal martinge snd resort to eon
cublongo with sluves, was compelled to impone
peunition on the nomarvied-to enact that they
should not fuherit by will except from relations,
The Roman woineh aétually ruu{numl the yunrs,
not by the consuls, but by the men they had
lived with, T beelilldioss and therefore without
the nutural restraint of a i’mmlf, wis looked vpon
as o singular felicity,  Platarch correctly toushod

o puiat whea be said that the Bowaus warriod

“This sublime, person who each day still |

to be heirs and not to have heirs. Of offences
that do not rise to the dignity of atrocity, but
which cxcite cur loathing, such as glattony and
the most debauched luxury, the anvals of the
times furnish the most disgustings proofs. It was
said, “They eat that they may vomit, and vomit
that they may eat.’ At the taking of Perusium,
three hundred of the most distinguished citizens
were solemuly sacrified at the alter of Divus Ju-
lins by Octavian!  Are thesc the deeds of civilized
men, or the riotings of cannibals drnnk with blood?

“The higher classes on all sides exhibited a total
extinction of moral principles; the lower were
practical athoists, Wgno can peruse the annals of
the emperors without being shocked at the manner
in which men died, mecting their fate with the
obtuse tranquility that characterizes the beast !
A centurion with a private mandate appears, and
forthwith the victim opens his veins and dies in &
warm bath. At the best, all that was done was to
strike at the tyrant. Men despairingly acknow-
lodged that the system itself was utterly past
cure,”

-— T D @ W e —

CHRISTIAN LOVE.
Faith works by love. Throagh faith from God
his Saviour a believer's own heart is filled ; then,

and thereby, through love, he exerts a beneficent |

influewce on the world, Standing in the widst,

! ln\'c.

between God and his neighbour, a Christian—not |

himself a motive power, but only a receptive
vessel—gots oun the upper side, and so gives on
the lower side. By faith he receives, and by love
he labours ; thus, his life on earth alternates, like
the heart that is beating in his breast, until, with
the hoeart's last theob, the life leaps over into a
larger placo-—a life free, full, eternal. Love's
labour consists of two parts—doing and bearing.
These two wro ditferent but inseparable, like the
confluent sources of a river, or the two diverging
stoins of a bifurcate tree. Still more exactly,
perbaps, both in their distingtion and their union
they may be compared to the right and left hands
of & living wman., ln the body, sometimes the
right hand and somotimes the lofl boars the chief
strain, while the corresponding member is for the
motent left compnratively at ease ; at other times
the weight is distributed equally between them.
In like manner, the Oblristian life is sometimes
mainly a laborous activity, sometimes wainly A
patient enduring, and somotimes both at the same
time and in equal measure, 1 could not venture
to determine whether is the greator Christian, the
man who bears njuries patiently inn lorgiving
spirit, or the man who labours in some department
of duty, bemring down by sheer force all the
obstacles that stand in his way. The doers as a
goneral rule, are botter known in the church and
the world than the bearers. The results of active
love bulk more largely in history than those of
passive love; but perhaps in the wmhoront werits
of the case, and in the jndgment of the ¢ hnniscient,
faith has borne as much and as precions fruit in
enduring evil as in doing good. Those ancient
waltions who were lolt handed, and could sling
stonuos at au hui's-breath and not miss, contribut
od a8 wueh o the prowess of the army in the day
ol buttlo ns thoir fellow soldiers who graspod broad-
swords in strong vight hands.  The moeeck, Christ-
hike bearor of evil is as mach needed wnd as much

used in the work of the Kingdowm, as the active, |

Christliko door of good.  Assuredly those early dis
ciples of the Lord found the duty as dithicult as nuy
wositive workin whieh they hnd ever lnm-u«uguwul.
\n(r\ g totullih isthey speedily reachod the bottom
of thetr own resouroes ; finding that they possossed
not the sufficlent supply for moeting and  satisfy

ing this new demand, they said o the Lord,
“ Inerease our fmith,”  If the city were suddenly
doubled in size, and consequently a double quanlity
ol waler deawn from the oven Ingreasing multitude
of vponings 1 its water-channels, the inhabituots,
fovling some faintness and foaring more, would
raiso & united ory for a larger supply from the
fountain-howd, It s thus that the disciplos ol
Christ are kept from failing.  Their confidence
rosts noton the sufliciency of their own altainmenty,
but oi the fuluess and frooness of their Saviour's
love.  Although it sevms  parndoxionl in form, it
i, novertheluss, stiictly wrue in faet, that their
socurity in great emorgoncios hea not in
fulness, but in their omptiness, according to Puul’s
sharply defined, oxperimental antithosis, * When
Lwin woak, then am Lastrong,— Rev. W, Aruot,

CHRISTIAN FAMILY LIFE.

Religion in the house of a good man s likely to
be & loguey to his children,  The ark wont AWKy
from  the house of Obed-edom at the end of threo
months ; but the conneotion betweon the ark and
hin family was not thon lmmght to an o,  He
I mentioned again with Als sons, in the later
history, as estublished about the ark
the doors; thoy CArry hulbh; they * excel” in
the music, and spend all their time in promoting
the worship and Kingdom of God in the varth,

B0, piety and its blossings often descond in the
satne house from futher to son, from one generation
to anvihor,  This is acoording to the law and wiil
of God, We see and regard In our aotions only
the Wving, He soos those who are to live, 1o
“ the thivd and fourth geveration,” 1u the plety
of the living, and o the laws of Ohristian (winily
(e, he mukes provision for what we may eall the
tansmission of religion to those who shall come
attor,  The law of transimission is not invariable
Wt suy rate, It aduits, in 8o far as we ean see, of
s0ine sad exceptions,  Our Baviour tells us that it
0ot alaw of * blood, or of the will of man,”
apari trom it and character, He warns us
againnt the folly of “saying within ourselves that
wo have Abrabinm to our Father.”

Bat thero i a lnw, although our mere * will does
not commund " That law s “of Gad.” He
knows its foree.  He forms its living links, He
binds the generations togethor, He noknowlodgs
the parental tenching as his own * nurtuce,” the
parontal warnings as his own admonition,” and
when tho ehild s * trained up in the way thas he
should go," it s vuled in his connsel that * when
he W old, he shall not depart from it.”  Tnstead
of tho fathers there are tlh(s ehildven, whow he
“ mukes princes in the earth.”

What & stiongth of encouragement, and what
a dopth of solace therg is in this gracious law, for
all godly parents who are striving, like Abraliam,
to command their children and thoir household
aftor thew ! Bugh paronts wmay assure thomeolves
that that endeavour is in theevery line of Goul's
loving will to theomand thotr dntho rule of their
house, andtm the spivit of ‘their lifo, they wre
cuwsting the forns which will be plet and ani-
muted with the futore * fumiliesof lirael.” They
arv Landing dowu the teditious of groatuess, wid

|

|
|
|

the sacred roll of their heavenly lineage to these | profuscly but tastefully adorned

who will know how to wvalue thew, and how to
transmit them, with addad splendours, to a <till
fature age, as dwellings for God. They are making
room for his Fatherhood. The human tather-
hood is a transient and uncertain thing. Every
thoughtful father, must often think, and the more
as life goes on, “ I am going the way of all flesh ;
I most leave my children soon, some of them
voung, some not clearly formed in character, all
ot them in a world of searching trial.”  And the
thought 14 at least very solemn, if not sad. But
let that futher think, for it is true, “ I can live after
[ am dead. 1 canlive in the legacy 1 begueath
in the principles | inspire, in the blessing [ transmit.

The Ged of my fathers will be the God of my | vour readers dishke a few

I sce them, like the house of Obed- |

children

> . !
edom, to the third and fourth generation busy

around the ark of God, and I die in peace !"”
are some, and only some, of the blessings of religion

Such

i the home. These are some of the living
powers which centre in the ark of God.
Are we giving that ark entertainment ! 1Is the

blessing ou owr house ! on mine? ls our howme
thrice dear and sacred because fillid with the
heavenly Fatherhood and presence?t If not, let |
me see to it without delay. Let me draw down
the waiting presence. Let me fill my house with
Let me bring myself and all [ have w
him who has given me all, that he may give

me all aguin ‘that the Lord may now * bless |

the house of Obed-odom and all that he has.”

- ——

(From the Moruing Star.)
LETTER FROM ROME.
Priests and Church Edifices—St. Peter's Church
Romg, ltaly, Jan, 12, 1864.

Evervwhere in ltaly priests are numerous ; in
Rome they are as plenteous as the frogs in Egvpt
when the dand was smitten with the plague; and
many of them, to say the least, are about as good
looking, 1If they are not * sevsual, worldly and

devilish,” their faces ought to be iudicted for a

hibel.

Whele No. 339.

n b'l"_\i U)\i \N\N

relief.
From this three doors open into the church
itself. And vour first IMpression gpon

L"lt\‘l"“g
ntensifye
15 ol on

18 that which

)

vou fiad strengt.

] 0l Al \i
ng at everyv subsequent visit-——that there

the face of the earth a more mugnificent and im-
posing temple. You are impressed with its grare

!

aeur, rather tl
columns,

ite beauty, Heavy, massive
adorned th paintings and statuary,
ither ¢ the magnificent altar; the
great dowme, rising:above you four hunired feet
these are among the striking features of the in-
tenor,

an
w

chapels on ¢ sid

But to be a little more specific : and 1

l.f"HY‘L'.\' they ean oo
this paragraph, and thus avoid them The length
ol the '\lm"':vv_g s 613 feet s enat h of the 'J;l'\srp‘

(the bml ’H'; ben g n the form ot a Latin cross)
443 feet; wadth of the rest of the bui ding, except
the U qnsv;‘{ and pw"\'f!, W ‘“h of lhe
ceatral nave, 874 toet; height, from the floor to
the cerling, 1524, Height of the dome from the
tloor to the base of the lantern, 403 teet ; to the
'u'[‘«'l. the cross above the lantern, 4‘0&. 'rho
diameter of the dome on the iuside —as seen from

o

}
3
O¢ under-

188 fect.

the church Lelow
)
1954

) A
stood when

) & ‘
18 (39 leet: trom outsade

outside, Ll' I8 fast statement wili

it 1s Known that the passage way to

the top of the dome is made in the space between

the inner and outer walls. |

The dome 135 of mas-

| stve stone work, and is supported by four columns

wnd arches connecting them.  The columns would
be square, except that the inswde angle is cut off,
Were it not for that, they 388
around ;

would measare
as 1t 15, thev measure only 260.
Ihese figures, however, will give most of vour

readers little

idea ol the size of the parts referred

| to, unless they stop to wake comparisons, For
\\ul'i"( each of these fto prilars occupres as

much space on the floor of the church as an edifice

80 fect long and 60 feet wide: which is larger,

probably, than anv church building in New Eng-

land ontside of the principal citiea, The dome,

If provided with seats as economically as Spurgeon's

.\\‘(‘Ul‘\llll\' to tll\‘?l' own (“‘\‘z\'h\'lnt.\';l‘ I‘('}hlll\‘

there are a hittle more than seven thousand of the
clergy inthis city. The whole population is given
by good nuthority at 190,000, Ouneseventh of
these being estimated to be adult males, 1t will be
soen that one i four of all the men are in the
’l’l\'ll\l)' oflice. Dosides these there arve tive thou
satd studonts preparing for that office, and all
woaring the distinetive robe,  Add to these monks
in the convents, who have also thoi
dress, and you may conovive the inpression which
ONY recoives, It secns to me that full one-half of
the [ moet thus marked by then
dress, inone form or another, as officers or digni
Larios, presont
chureh,

|w|\onn Al'e

or prospective, of this apostate

Aud Chure! Edifices are almost as plenty as

priosts,  Threo hundred and eighty ot them for

the population alveady mentioned, will give one
! ) BN

|
|

i
l
l
|
|
|

,l‘h‘-y k‘n‘-l’ l

[ tor every five hundred persons

their [ wnd Matthiss and Johu the l;“l'l"‘ included

And 1 doubt not
men, and
might be convened in these buildings,

Many of them are small; bat some of them are of

that the entire population women

ehildren

(R LLILITRE I TORE Y AN

l“\‘w |wlnu||n hn\ O h\‘.‘\l\l of linnw W Il!xnnl nlso

lwurmg of S, Poter’s church, Aund as those who

| SO h\‘lu ne g\-m'mll\ Ilnlmln-ul Lo soe it s

those who hear o

road sk tiest of all, * Tell us
about St. Peter's.”

To begin here, will be to give
you an wnverted climax ; but your readers will be
Wnpatient with anything else, So here | begin

As vou approach the building fiom the east,
you mvlnlvm-nlml with a rectangular front of 379
toet 1n length by ll\i i height, his
not of marble, but of a grevish rock
of voleanie origin, abounding in these re JIOns
Thos front 18 ornamented with eight columuns and
tour pilasters of the Corinthian order. Eaoh
coluiun w92 feet high, and 8¢ 1 dimmeter
.\luug the top of this front stand thirteen colossal
stutues, 184 toet high, whiok the books say repro
sont Chest and the twelve apostios ; but upon
going to the twp and observing the names attache |
W eneh, | found that Poter and Paul were teft out
The
Poter and Paul were
left out, no doubt tor the reason that thev have
AWO agniticent statues 1n front of the bulding
sod near the stairs whic h load to i
m well

s made,
travestinge

rest were the ten apostios,

The st Wos,
ms the columns, are like the rest of the
tacade of travestine

In front of the buil Ning s a oirenlar space, en
closed —ex. ept the 370 foet acvoss the faconde, and

L an cqual distance on the opposite side of the eirole

by & most wagniicent colonnade
nade

'has colon

Consints ol two

hundred and eighty -tous
eolumus and sixty-fom priastors, arranged 1t four
concentriv aeres | the throo spaces boing so adjusted |
thaut the middle ony is wide \'lmn“la to drive two
vartiages abreast ; the others narrower for foot
wen,  The columuns are 48 fuet high, and the space !
ogoupied by the whole 88 feet in width, On the
catabinture stand 192 statues ol saltils, oach 1%
toot lugh,  lmagine yoursell, then, spproaching |
the butlding, and  when vou wre within thirty o
forty rods of it stop midway between the bogin
nings of these two ares, the one sw ceping around
W the right of you, the other to the left,  Stand
#woment while you make a fow observations,
siiming up what 1 have wlroady stated.  Divectly
bolure you is the great building, with its tower, in
the contre botweon north and south, but some dis
tance buek from the east tront, it being noarer the
wost end,  Four curved rows of eoluimnns sre on
vach sido of you, the inside row swe piog arvound
uotil it reachios the line of the side of the ehur h,

chapel in London, would hold six thonsand per-
sons 3 and if hited from the top of St. Potor's and
et down over Henry Ward Beecher's Charch in

‘“l'\'\'kf\ll, would cover 1t \ump:\l\?\', without

peenbar |

§ OO

! Iy Hnoer

touchiug wny

it in part. And vet it does not
appear too large for the edifice on which it stauds ;
and the imnme NS¢ Ccolumns which mexl It are l»u(
httle in the way in the fnterior of St. Peter's.

It s only by :\s»'\'n\im_: to the lul» of the build-
ing, and the summit of the dome, that one gots an
plnl\m(\- tmpression  of the magaitude of either.
Even the ball above the Mautern is eight feet in
dimmeter, and will hold sixteen persons: and the
whole b Jm_-_; occupies more than twelve tines
as wuch space on the ground as Hillsdale k‘oHc",

Ot course 1 do not intend to INPOSE PO YOu &
detanled deser phion ol the wmtenor,

“The l‘upc'.
|

Al the woest en I, 8 arge "““”'r‘i. o Ay

The
e h altar, which s direet-
the dome, s 05 foet b '\i" wid cost the
BLOO000' The Hnage of St
which stands northeast of it, 8 of lll\‘ll!t‘,

UM
gentieman not waighing over OO0 poun s

'{"""‘"’-“"'l‘\ over the L

moderate
l'\ (\‘l‘

s of

and of rude execution ; evidently made many
bhundred vears ago: and whether o iginally i
tonded tor St. Poter. or for one of the heathen

' top of the building, |

| Lrous superstition and most Kigante frand

| the most
| wltored

deitios, 1s an unsettled question Ihis s the eele
Drated statue, the toe of wineh has been so much
Kissed by the devout, and the undevout, as to be
worn  ofl, peshaps a third of an wmeh, On one
afternoon as 1 stood near it A COMPpany ol sev entys
five '.L!" to \“,"‘Al Q age, 1
r ol the 'H'\‘\”uuul, matche ! w for SOEVIQe
to the hitference of
their demeanor towards this prece of black bronge,
i U

rom nine noYoarns of

tratnin
and it

Was CUurious t"‘\\'l\«'

Some em Kissed g then tonehed it with thele
torehends, then Kissed 1t agam,  Others kinsed it
but once ;. and 1 notiged that not & fow of them

frst wiped it off with their sleeve o A pocked

1 .
handkerchiof, before they Kissed it at all

ll\l«‘ .ll'\l ”I\l\‘ \n Lthe «l ey ll

w dv}'ﬂl'l\‘\l
some of the “sacred rehies,” which are shown
\-lll\ to l‘nu\‘ ln'; ’ nyg !H_‘\"l \'”'I« Gy OF OBCO R VOAr

to the mass of the l""'!""

Ou my eirenit o the

noticed varnous slabs set

nto the wall, on each of which was recorded
st remrkable faet hke this: *“On the «- qln’
ol , i the vem the Prince of Wales ssconded

Lhiis staircuase,

What 1as
tor the

aid visited the dome .

cords atlord

lture writer of chureh history !

Hove in this St Peter's
s magniticoat architecture, huge idolatry,

teresting  data will these re

But I must Toave ofl
LI PR
L say
the of the wnorant multitede
know well that they are ‘n‘l)hlll.\”\ ‘h'uhug out

trand, for leadors

unmitigatod fulschoods that were ever
Lhen protended relios ‘||x~)‘ know to be
mnpoasitions,  That the apoation had tive skulls
aproce, or four thigh bones each, they do not auy
of them believe voand when they allviapt to evade
your I\-Kn' by Glnitnipg a miraculous mniupll\‘ulluu
of skull bones, and ribs, and koee Panis, ad lihl
lsnges, thoy believe that Just as hittle 'l “pos
tnte chuareh must mect its day ol n-vknmug by and

| by, and then the shout will be heard on ln‘h.

“Babylon the Great i tallon -« is fallen

- - S

-

\\‘HHh o Cunis
aseribod to thy

As there s so much power
Pvoth o Secipture, lot it be wmiy

freguont excreise o suminon  this ong, and that

[ othor trath wto my mwind, sud with care to have »

|

and then for the distance of ten or twelve rods |

Fanbing staight toward i, Along the battly
ments of this aronde stand 00 statues on each side '.
and on the mghor battlements of the ohureh itselt
stand 18, direetly bofore you
the lnulnhug are Poter and Paul v the one a little
to the right of the eentral, the other & little to the
left,

In the centre of this * pinzzn,” or open space, is
an Kgyptinn obelink, 182 foot in height, and with
n llwnnwp of the enrve on either side, & beauti

Between you and |

ful fountain, throwing up s abundant wators |
perpetually to the height of wany feet, and giving |

you wlways, whon the sun shing 8 AW rninbow,
This—if 1 have made mysolf intelligible 1w u
front view of the most mag niflosnt oliureh build
m%in tha world.

ntoring, you firet find yoursolf in & hall, fitty
foet wide, “und extonding aoross the eutire frout
and also the ends of the colonnades, The length
of this hall is 468 feet, its height 64, At one end
s w0 equestriap statue of Coustantine, st the other
: 4o oalling above L arcled, wad

I A8 AL In

{ sroty, and that not only in the wav of pence |

currect nl»lnlyl..-n won ol itedwell upon it bllllply
And et me hencerecord wy CAPOTIgICe,
that of all the Dbl truths taken lu;vlllrl'. there
Al tell ploasurably or wmore
powertully  upon me, than the work of Christ in

the room of sinners, as their shbstitute and their

none which more

L

but sure | wm, that when thus oceupid, | foel
on the frmest vantageground for the vigorous
and choorful and prosporous prosocution of the
sorvice of God,  This experience romnikably ue-
cords with the pro-eminonce given w Clrist in
his  mediatorial  ofliovs, lln\-ugh the whole of
vevelation, and justifies the saying of Paul, “1
win detormine 4 to know nothing among you save
Josus Christ and Lim eracified ;™ and also of the
expressions, * Christ the power of God™ % Christ
the wisdom of God" —=* the cross of Chirist, \h\‘O\\ll\
flur, i which the world is crucified wato me, wad
unto the world" Lot me conformn myself more
and wore unto \he mediatorial wonomy of the
?\nu wi, Lot my followship bo with the Soun of
wd, wod tost the ofticavy of the Iible sayings, by
aobing faith “Ku“ thew, or eheriskivg die

uulwmiuu of their greatnoss, O, wy Mlﬂ;%

Ford thus 1aisw wo above the workl!
bove o,

dwill 0 me dhdly ! wistow!




