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GLEANINGS FROM THE GREAT HARVEST
FIELD,
By the Rev. W, Pakenbhamn Walsh, M, A,

fIANS BODE, AND THE GREENLAND MISSION.

Toa King of Denmark belongs the hnn‘our of
having been  the fiist monwich who (hr(‘?tly
espousud the work of Protestant missions, Con-
nected as tiwat nation is once more with our own
by matrimonial ties, it will duv}»en the admirstion
and sympathy which we feel for a \?In\'u and re-
ligions pcnp!o, if we reeall sowe of its early and
noble contributions 10 the missionary eause.

Froederick 1V, was a monarch whn was fired with
the noble ambition of extending the Gospel of
Chvrist, not only in his empire, but thronghout the
world. Throngh his efforts and those of his suc-
cessor, the Word of Life was first prociaimed  in
[udia (1708), in Greenland (1720), and the West
India Islands (1731. The commencenment and
progress of each of these mission (-nnati.tut,u n
thrilling story in the records of Chtistian chivalry.
Let us sketeh the history of one of them,

A colony of Northmen, consisting of Norwe- |

ginns and Danes, had settled in Greenland in the
cleventh century, wheun it beeame tributary to
Norway; but very soon all iutercourse between
the countries ceased, and the fate of the settlers
remained unknown, Several attemipts’ wors mado
in succeeding centuries, by Danish traders, to re-
cstablish intercourse with the gountry ; but they
all ended in failure, and the hope of ascertaining
the tate of their countrymen at length died ont in
Denmark.

About the commetcement of the last century a
Norwegian pastor, Who was himsclf ‘a Dane, con-
ceived the thought of scarching out the fute of a
people who bad a common ancestry with himself,
and of converting the Esquimaux, who inhabited
those inhurlﬂtublt' shores. lu his childhood he had

listened to the legends of his fatherland, and one of |

them had taken possession of his whole soul. It was
to the effect that, some centuries before, two noble
Venetians had embarked on a distant voyage, and
were driven by storms to the coast of Greenland,
where they found flourishing colonies of Christians.
Wheo he becauie a man ‘the story hannted him,
and gradually it became the settled purpose of his
Lieart to investigate its truth, and become, in Any
case, the bearer of the Gospel to those frozen
regions.  For thirteen years he revolved the plun
10 the seeret of his own mind, and then resolved to
inemorialise the King of Denomek ou the subject.
He repaired to Copenhagen, and had an interview
with Frederick 1V., to whom he eloguently nabur-
dened the yearning of his soul,

But diffieulties preseuted themselveson all hands,
The king was at war with Swhden, and it was
difficult to spa‘e funds for the mission The satlors
eugaged in the whale fishery, and who had previ
onsly given encouraging accounts as to thoe faoili-
ties for reaching the Esquimanx, retracted their
statemcnots, in the fear of being emp'oyed in the
perilous adventure.  Rumours spread that a ship
had been wrecked on the coast of Greenland, and
that all the evew had been mordered and eaten by
the cannibal inhabitants ! A
and more especially his wife, opposed whut they
considered to be the dream of an enthusiast ; and
others uncharitably charged him “with ambitious
aud sinister dc:ax“lnn.

by difficultics.
his love, neither could the floods drown it ; and st
length hisfaith and persevetance was to be reward-
ed. The death of Charles X11I. bronght peace to
Denmark, The pastor’s wife was led 1o throw her
whole heart into her hushand’s project. = A sum of
6,000 rix-dollars was contributed by friendly hands,
as a0 addition tp  the 800 which the missiovary
had subseribed from his own narrow means, The
king granted him a salarvy of 300 dollurs a year,
and 200 more for his outtit, and gave & warm and
publie approval to the nebly enterprise.

It was on & bright May morning in 1721 that a
vessel, appropriately hamed The¢ Hope, left the
shores of Denmark on her perilous voyage, On
the way they met with iegbergs, one of which
struck the ship, and cnusod n leak, The captain
rushed into the cubin, and told Hans kgede they
must all’ prepare for immediate death,  But
praver and effort were combined, The leak was
stopped with theirclothes. The missionary party
* engaged in supplication, and when a thick fog

At the end of oight weeks they, reached their
; dm'-tmuuou, and began to crect s house on the

solitary shore, The natives at first sided them
& under the inpression that they were building
= aship; but when they saw that it was a house they
& were filled with slarm, and thought that the mis-
slon was one of vengeance. Dy degrees, however,
confidence was established, and & kind of commu-
neation effected by means of signs, - Oni of the

Meaning of was, Aina-——what is this? and by the
use ol it he gained an acquaintance with the
names by which the Greenlanders called all the
Meantinie he en-
deavoured, by means of pictures, o nequaint them
With the leading fiets of the Gospel Listory § and
they soon came to 1nok upon the stranger as an

’:'r their own coujurors
OF privsts,

But fresh trinls awnited the devoted man. The
Danes could ot succeed in induciog the people to
traffic. “The vessels of supply which were expect:
“{1 frf)m home did net srrive, A small supply of
biscuits and oatmenl, and thre¢ barrels of
were all that was left to support their little co

which numbered thirty souls. The colonists re-
solved to yeturn 5 but then, Fgede was snstained

by his own faith, wnd the noble devotedness of his |

S wife, who sril) kopt lovking to God, thit their fears |
Bwould e

Boften

dissipatod.  The missonary party had
o wander far in search of food, diawing
ledgres after them, and  were somietimes ob-
hrough sheer weakness, to abandon them in
the suow, aud make their weary way, as best they
\ comfortless dwelling.
hen hope was almost exhatstod, two vessels,
OPbout by the Christian king, arrived with's |
arge stock of provisions, andg with the pleasing in-
telligence that a company had been formed at
"""‘ “h 10 prosecity the trade with Greenland.
. The hinbits of the nutives were rade aid repul-
ve | but, although even the rough sailors could
olendure the filth and wisconduct, the undsunted

heir &

IR ST S5 S ————

Havos Egede's family, |

But Hans Eeede was not the wan to be deterred |
Many waters could not quencis |

roaa,
ony, !
Ll
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ing them in their squalid huts, 1eceiving a pum-
ber  of youtbs into his own house, and inducing
them to learn, by the promise of a fishhook for
every letter that they mastered. He endeavoured
also, amidst great discouragement, to promote
their tempora! prosperity. Amongst other efforts,
he tried to introduce husbandry, and with this
viow, he set fire to the long grass, in order to thaw
the frozen ground, and then sowed the seed which
he had received from Denmark for the purpose,
He was cheered to see it spring up and forn intc
ear ; but was again disheartened when, on account
of the frost, he had to cut it down before it was
ripe,  Often had this devoted man, and his faith-
ful but delicate wife, with their four elildren, to
éxist on the coarse and distasteful food of the
Greenlanders.  Fish dried in the wind, but often
raw, was their freqnent diet; whilst the indiffer-
ence of the nativet to their teaching, afforded a
still dceper’ source of trial.

In 1728 the good King of Denmark took mea-
sures to extend the work of the mission, and sent
out several ships, with a large number of colonists,
and two missionaries. They erected a fort; and
the new colony of Gotthaab (or Good Hope) was
scarcely founded, when a new trial fell upon the
mission by the Lreaking out of a malignant dis-
temper, which carried off forty of the colonists.
One trial followed close np another; Frederick
V. died, and his suceessor, Christian VI, resolved
that the enterprise should be abandoned, and that
the settlers should retuarn,  Nearly all the colouists,
and his two colleagues, resolved to return home:
and then thewissionary and his wife had to weigh
the difficult question, whether they would return
to their happy home, or remain almost alone in
that Arctic desert,

Two things decided them. They could not
think of abaundoning the hundred and fifty children
who had been baptised and instructed ; and they
could not resist the entreaties of seveial of the
patives, who earnestly Lesought them to remuin.
With a devotion which must challenge our adwi-
| ration, the heroie conple ‘beheld the ships and co-
| lonists depart, and returned from the beach to
| pursue, with  rowewed zeal anc energy, their
“ work of faith and labour ot love,”

Again the horizon brightened, Cheistian VI,
was 1ndnced by the urgent representations of the
solitary missionary, to renew the traflic. and assign-
ed 2,000 rix-dollars to the support of the mission,
But another cloud was lowering in the distance,
A vBung Greenlandér who had visited Denmark,
returned, and brought back the sinall-pox with
him. The disease spread fearfully, and tor twelve
wionths committed nwin! havoe amongst the popa-
lation.  About 2,000 fell beneath its ravages, and
Lmany committed suicide in the panic which it
: preduced ; and yvet out of this terrible evil the Al-
| mighty Ruler was eduging good. Haus Egede
Langd his wife were so unceasing in their ministra-
tions and kindness to the sick and dying, thateven

love and admiration, and soon afterwards the arri-
val of the Moravian missionaries, who came to aid
him, laid the foundation of new hopes, which re
sulted in the most encouraging suceess.  Tho his-
tory of Moravian missions in Greenland must forn
a chapter to itself.  But we must draw our sketoh
of *the npuutl(' of Greenland” to a elose.

In 1736 that angel wife, who had been so often
and 8o long the support of her husband’s heart,
| was called to bher eternal howe, and he laid her in

alovely but not unhonourod grave, upon the shores
| of her adepted land, Thé missionary’s health,
 which had been long impaired by anxiety and
hardships, suffored still more underthissad bereave-
ment., )
often drooped, and bordered on deapuir, and in the
year following her death he returned to Denmark,
but mot to inactivity. - His zeal and energy gave a
new impulse to the missionary spirit at home, and
he persuaded the king to found a seminary st
Copenbagen for Uraining missionaries, and was
himself appointed superintendent of it,
years and full of honour, the pioneer of Greenland
missions entered but not until he had

Into rest,

seen his own children following in his steps.

His son Panl, who had  shared the woil of his
eafly Yabonrs, anbsequently succeeded his father as
superintendent of the missionary college at Copen-
hagen, and published a grammar and  dictionary
of the Greenland language, besides translating the
Now Testament into the same tongue,

Niels, another son of Hans Egede, went forth
a8 _a labourer to the same field 1 1736, and a
grandson of Paul’s, unwed Hans Eged Saabye, fol-
lowed in the saine steps, and materially contri-
bated to the social and religious olevation of the
natives,

Buch was “the apostle of Greenland.” We
cannot approve of all the measures by which he
sought to civilise and convert the benighted peo-
e of that land ; but so long s zeal and faith are
{mlcl in honour, we must assign a high place in the
missionary calendar to the pastor of Vagen, who
renownced the comforts of his Norwegiun home
for the dangers and anxicties of asavage land, and
who, in disaster as well as succoss, held fast his pur-
pose and his love of souls,

THE MOTHER'S MEETING,

In May, 1861, n circular was received by the
littde chureh 4n v from the Maternal Associa-
tion in Boston, inviting them to unite witle the
bundreds of mothers, who, on the first Wednesday
of each month, were bowing themselves in prayer
for the divine blessing upon the ehildren of the
church ; especially that the Holy Spirit might be
poured out upon the dear youth connected with
these eireles.

This appeal was enforced by the pastor, en-
couraging the little flock 1o take hold of the pro-
mises ot God, bidding them, although weak in
nanbers, to be stroug in faith, believing that what
God has promised be is faithful to perform ; that
altheugh bat two or threy are gathered 1n his
umm-,*w will be one 1 their midst,

Seveu mothers in the church responded to this
call.  From facts gathered at their first meetings,
it uppenred that some two or three of this number
had been révolving in their minds the expediency
of orgunizing such s meeting, greatly desirous of
the blessing conuected therewith, but feared that,
with snch & hwited sumber, it could not be sus-
tained.  Mutually they pledged themselves to use
their utmiost endeavors to promote the interests of
this litde cirgle, offering their chiliren as special
subjects of prayer to be daily remembered, unitod-
ly, st the evening hour,

At this tirae, fourteen impenitent children were

misisuary paticotly prosceuted bis Inboure, visits

convected with this little eircle, whose ages wade
thom special objects of sulicitude,
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With a mother’'s earnestness, and with Chris-
tian faith, they sought to take hold upon the pro-
mises of God, pleading that these dear youths
might be brought into the fold of Christ and made
the subjects of his saving grace.

Amid many discouragements the little band
straggled on until the fall of 1862, receiving many
blessings within their owr souls, but unable to
perceive any fruits among those who were made
subjects of special prayer.

'i,'hen one, who had been hnlting between two
opinions, came out upon the Lord’'s side. Soon
another, whom satan had desired to have that he
might sift ber as wheat, became strengthened,
settled and decided for God.  Again, another, who
had been wild ‘and thoughtless, turned her back
upon the world, and ehose that good part which
shall not be taken away from her:

Thus from time to timo their hearts have been
cheered, until eight of the fourteen mentioned
above have been hopefully ronverted to Geod, and
two wmore ate now inquiring for the way of life.

Said their pastor, * We |ave had no excitement,
no particalar revival, but 4 quiet, serious interest,
which marks it as genuine,

The little meeting still ives in spirit, although
its external form has bea changed by circum-
stances, into a weekly praer meeting, for whose
support some twenty-five fynales are deeply inter-
ested,

Dear Christian friends,God s the hoarer of
praver. He *“savs not 8 the house of lsrael,
Seek ve my face in vain.”

Neither doth he despise he day of sinall things ;
for, *if two of you shall agree on earth as touch-
ing any thing that they shill ask, it shall be done
for them of wmy Father which s heaven,

Christian mothers, let this truthful narrative

the savages of that icy coast were thawed into |

Stripped of this earthly support, his apirits |

Full of ‘

witnessed the success of his favourite scheme, and |

|+ flisted.” 1 got inte Thavkagiving Strect ; aud
| ever sinco then, | bave had good health, and so

encourage vou Lo prav on, Stll bear in the armns
| of your faith those dear childien God has given
you, and he will surely hear ind bless, Let not
the supplying of their témpora’ wants satisfy. you,
but seek for them those durabli riches which shall
endure when all things else hive passed away.—
Tract Jowrnal.

WHAT ONE CHRISTL.N CAN DO,

The oid proverb, “ Where ticre’s a will there's

a way,” is quite as trae in Chistian labour as in
ahy worldly activity. Wlherethe heart is full of
love to the Saviour, it will garch out and find |
some way of testifying that lve. Where there
is & desire to win sinners to Cirist, the way will
not be waoting, The Messener gives the follow-
ing sketch of what one Christan woman was ena-

bled to accomplish in a most mpromising field : —

Seldom have | heard of a more unpromising
field of labor than the western part of the town
of U=, The inhabitants were doplorably igono-
rant.  No effort had ever been made to raise them
from the depths of sin and misery into which they
had fallen, and vo ono had offered to lead them
to the * Lamb of God, who tuketh away the sin
of the world.” Such was thele condition when
the family of Mr.ll—— came to reside there, y
On being informed of their state, Helen, Mr.
H—"s eldest danghter, determined to make this i
the scene of her labours for the Muster to whom |
she had early dedicated herself, ,

Trasting 1n her Lord for assistance, she went ;
out one moreitg te gathersome of the ghildren, |
for the purpose of establishing a Sabbath-school |
among thew, She was very successful, curiosity
prompting many to send their little ones,  Helen
bired a room in the neighbourhood, ‘and at the
| appointed time had the satisfaction of seeing about
| filty children assembled, with some of their parents. |
With a heart filled with gratitude she began her |
labours, and was delighted to olwerve, at the elose |
of the services, that they were anxious to stay |
longer.  During the following week Helen visited |
many destitute families, and ministered not only |
spiritual but bodily wants.  The next Sabbath the
numbor of seholars was increased Lo seventy, all |
| of whom appeared pleased and interested with
what thoy had seen and bheard, In this way Helen
laboured patiently for four years ; her school con-
tinued to increase, but, as yet, although she wres- |
tled with God night and day, the chief object, an |
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, had not been ob- |
tained. ‘One morning, however, alter & season of |
anusually enrnest prayor, she was told that some |
one wished to seo her, and to her surprise she saw |
the mother of one of her scholars, whe, bursuing |
into tears exclauned, |

“Q, Miss L-wse, what shall [ do? I amsucha |
sinner \” ‘
|

!
!
|
|
|
|

With a full heart, Helen directed her to the
Saviour, and cre long the troubled sinner was |
sitting at the feet of her Redeemer, clothed in his :
righteousness.  The Spirit's infloence was now |
felt among the people, and before another year had
passed, Helen had the umycnkuhlv joy to behold ’
many, as ** brands plucked from the burning,” safe |
in‘the fold of the good Shepherd.

Eight yoars have now passed, and over that
hitherto benighted district the * Sun of Righteous-
ness " hins arsen, and . his blessed influcnce has
been felt in alnost every dwelling. s there not
encouragement here for desponding Christians,
who fear that they labour in vain? “In dJdue
senson ye shall reap, if ye faint not,” said our bles-
sed Lord ; and who has ever known his  promises
to fail

———

-

GRUMBLING ANDTHANKSGIVING,

In a lovefeast in Yorkshire, a gmwi man had
been drawing out a ‘long complaining strain of
experience about his trinls and difficulties in the
way to heaven,  Another, of a different apirit,
followed, who said, “ 1 see our brother, who has
just sat down, lives in Grambling Street, 1 lived
there mysell for some time, and never enjoyed
good health ; the air was Lad, the house hme. the
water bad, the birds nevor cume and sung in the
street, and | was gloomy and sad enough. But 1

have my family, The. air is pure, the wator pure,
the house good, the sun shines on it all day, the
birds are always singing, and I am happy as | can
live. Now 1 recommend our brother to flit,
There are plenty of houses to let on Thanksgiving
Street, snd 1 am sure he will find himself & new
man il he will only cowe; and I will be right
glad to have hia as & neighbor.”

Such was the substance of our friend’s obser-
vation and wdvice ; and, porhaps, there are soie
wlio read the. e pages, to whom they may be a
“word in season,” Some who lhave lived, per-
haps, twelve months in Grombling Street, until

| India could wt buy

they have become atfected with ngue, rheumatism,
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spleen, and whae spiritual health and life are in
a rapid decline,or galloping consumption. Now,
we recommendall such to change their residence,
and come into Thanksgiving Street. It is by ne
means crowdéd; but few make application for a
residence thera How few pray to God for a
thankful heart! And how few dwell upon these
subjects whigh are calculated to beget the grati-
tude they ought to feel! Do we notall think
too much aboit our trials, and too little about our
mercies! D)4 we not speak too much in our
class-meetings ind love-feasts, about being “ tried
aud temptc&f,” until young people think that serv-
ing God is al trial, and uo joy! Alas! the
religion of some people is made up of complaint,
murmur and ‘discontent ; and nothing like joy or

Iadness dweils in their heart all the year round

‘heir very ocountenance tells the passer-by that
they live in Grumbling Street ; and they carry
the noxivus air into the church, and the poison
spreads, itself ugtil something of the same spirit
seizes all who come in contact with them.

This sin of murmyring is a discase which eats
out the vitality of religion. O, that tens of thou-
sands of our lsracl weuld this ‘vear get into.
Thanksgiviog Street!  What great mercics during
the year we have fnjoyed! Peace and plenty !
What social mercis have been givon us! What
personal benefita we have received ! Blessings of
healing, blessingaof increase, blessings of preser-
vation, deliveranies, morning, noon and night.
O, that the voics oljo& may be heard; thanks-
giving and weloly! Would not this be one of
the best meaps ofpromoting what we acknowledge
to be so much needed,—a revival of religion in
our churches! Would not God, even our own
God, bless us ! And woull not the “early and
the latter rain” won come down upon us ! Have
not many of us'dishonored God with our com-
qlninu, and griwea him with our murmurings

‘ot, never had we so many oauses to awaken
songs of praisg Why sheuld the harp hang
longer on the willow ! * Rejoice in the Lord ye
righteous, ud shout for joy, all yo that are up-
right in bt " for * praise is comely for the

upright,” axd “they that offer praise glorify God.”,

If we only *serve the Lord with glndnoai," the
Lord will make us gind through his work.
“ Offerings of thanksgiving” will then swell our
psalmody, md incrense our mesns of administer-
ing bliss, nid spreading salvation around,

Who of 48 then will remove out of Geumbling
Strect inth Thanksgiving  Street | — Christian
Msceliany

*“UNVORTHY"—"JESUS CHRIST.”

Janet ws the only daughter of a humble Scoteh

widow, Sie was a child of many prayers, and
her pious moether was made glad by perceiving
that the peds of God's Word were sown in her
hewrt, and were springing wp to bear fruit unto
everlasting life,

As the dptheria removed scveral of the little
ones to the evernal world, Janet's mother offered
many a prayer that her dearest earthly treasure
might bespared ; but she ever ndded in a Christ-
like spiri\ “Neovertholess, not as 1 will, but as
thou wilt”

At length this beloved one was brought down
with the pidemic in its malignant form, and
haman il seemod powerless.  Tearfully the
mother wached over her suffering child, as the
disense “uncd rnpull_\' upon that strong young
frameo,

From thi first, Janet had been unable to speak
without grat effort, and at last it was impossible
for her torticulate at all; but she seemed to

| watch everr movemens of her beloved mother, as

sho movedabont her sick-bed,

Mrs, Lot felt anxious to know if Junet
renlized hor near she was to the confines of an-
other worle  She spoke gently 1o her of the great
change tha awnited her, and asked her if she folt
willing andready to appear before her Judge and
Saviour, "he suffering girl fixed her gyes ten
derly on he mnother, and tried to speak ; but that
was imposible, She then made a motion that
she could wite. Her mother immediately handed
her a penci and paper. Feebly the pu[‘;’ fingers
grn‘m(l th pencil, and traced distinetly bat one
word, “ unsorthy” Closing her cyes & moment,
her head feol back upon the prllow ; but st onee a
beaveniy siile illamined her face, as she aguin
seizod the penail, and wrote one more word,
“Jesus Chist,” then motioned for her mother to
take the pper away, Thus stood the precious,
touching eipression of the dying girl—the two
words, “ wneorthy,” * Jesus Chrwst.”

As the senail dropped from heor fingers, the
soul was rdeased, With no plea but her own
unworthires and a dying Saviour's love, she stood
befwre hetJudge. What a precions legacy was
thus begusabied to the griet-stricken mother ; a
crumpled iy of paper, ‘with two simple words
aimost illegiby tiaced upon it, The wealth of
that sacred legacy : two
words, * unworhy,” “Jesus Christ,” What hu-
mility, what sese of sin, what faith, what trust
in A Saviour's nerits !

“ Just asl mn, without ope plea,
But tint thy blood wasshed for me,
Aud thi thou bid'st me come to thee,
Lamb of God, I come.”

B :

WBLIC WORSHIP.

From avel earnest and timely printed dis-

course on luullic Worship, by Rev, E. P. Thwing,

of Quiney, text Neb, viii: 1—5, we make the
following etragts :

But whie wy fraukly wake these coucessions,
and cheerflly admit that short services, on the
whole, are most effective, we believe, with the
excellent canmentator above quoted, that if God's
word and vrahip were really precious, we should
more patistly endure lengthened services and
inconveniot postures, as did the vast congre-
gation at Jrusalem.  We eannot help entering a
protest agaist the attempts vow making in Jm
direction twirenmseribe the power of the pulpit.
We spoak, ot in the spirit of acrimouy, but with

rief, of th causes at work about us which are

- — - —

getting a disrelish for Sabbath worship, One |

hour of palic worship a week, is all that can be
afforded fo the presontation of God's claims to
our homagand service,

One hon is all that most of people can allow
for the pubt service of God, when siz days, not
to sy nighi, are oftentimes given to “ the world,
the tlesh st the devil.”

How mu. God view these steady inroads upon
this holy d7 and worship ! Not enough is it that

theatres, ojn all the week, .h.ull be agaiu opened | life are instruments in the formation of your soul. | agree with him,
and orowde on the Sabbath for concerts, seoular Why, there is not & thing in & man, from the sle of ' best of kidneys ¥
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lectures and Shakspeare reading ; not enough is
it that extra accommodations are furnigshed for ex- |
cursioniste who wish to ride, or sail, or visit their |
friends on the Sabbath ; notenough is it that the |
. ¢church give up its afternoon service and but one
sermon a week be preached ; not enough is it that |
all these demands be grauted, but we are told in
the public prints, from time to time, that ministers
ought to shorten their pulpit excrcises. Yes, some
whom a whole night in the ball room ecannot
t sicken are thoroughly prostrated by more than
' thirty minutes’ preaching!
¢t But yesterday we read of a good idea. “A
good idea,” What was it! This, the construction
{ of'a pulpit which should either be closed by an |
| extinguisher above, or be emptied by a trap door |
| below, exactly at the expiration of thirty minutes
after the delivery of the text. This is all the time
that can be allowed, this. the point of limitation
| beyoud which forbearance is no longer a virtue.
Thirty minutes & week-—supposing every Sabbath
to be ploasant—nre all that can be relished or
even tolerated for the utterance of God's truth ! !
!
!

Along by this we read of a * rich treat,” What
s that? Midnight revels, dances and farces,
“kept up with a whirl and excitement until the
time of separation, between one and two e'clock.”

In the name of common sense, what are we |
coming to! Inthe wmidst of public cnlmmurs;
the most appalling, domestic afflictions the most |
harrowing, when God'sjudgment-vials are pnnring'
on our devoted land, when both slaughtered
thousands o1, the battle-field, and sudden mortality
with unparalieled frequency at home, warn us that
| death is holding his carnival among us, shall we
[ A8 & commuaity and nation repeat the follies of |
{ Florence and Athens, of Paris and London and |
" Lisbon, whose people in the midst of the pestilence, |
[ the earthquake and revolutions, when their streets |
i were [ull of corpses, and their rivers were choked
with the bodies of the slain, rushed to the play .
houses and ballrooms, while the houses of God |
were deserted 1 Is this a time to yield to fashion
able follies, to give counted minutes to God and
uncounted days and nights to soenes, at least, of
questionable character !

|

A

THIRTY SECONDS TOO LATE! !
The Rev. Mr.]Bell was always punctual.  Who- |
ever might be late at meeting, at the funeral, or |
!

anywhere else, they all knew that Mr. Bell would |

when tho clock was striking the hour,
first, quite annoying to his flock to go according |
{to their old habits to a funcral, and meet it on |
' the way to the grave, or to go a wedding and |
{find it all over before they thought of getting |

there. So old Mr, Slow waited on the minister lo!

Whole No. O8N,

his foot to the crown of his head, that has not more
or less to do with the fashioning of his eternal sondi-
tion. If you would bring your secular troubles,
your everyday affairs, to God oftener, you would find

more freshness and joy in religious life. One reason

| why the religious life of people is so impoverished

and so conventional, is, that they do not carry per-
sonality with it. ' It is not their daily life. The
things that are strongest on them and about them are
not the things thist belong to their religion. The

| power of their life goes in one channel, and their reli

gion in a!m!hor‘ But the power of a man's life and

his religion mast go together, or ‘he cannot be tho*
roughly and traly a Christian, or have the full enjoy-
ment of Christianity. Then earry vour clothes 'to
God: ecarry your gains to him ; carry your bargaing
to him ; carry your mistakes, and other people's wis-
takes to him. Go to him with the thousand infelici-
ties that make you unhappy, and other people about
you unhappy. 8o, not irreverently, not heedlessly,
but penetrated with this feeling, that as the summer
is made up of myrinds of little things that suit its
abundance and wealth, so your life is made up of

| 1ittle things.— I W. Beecher.
|

WINE DRINKING AND TEMPERANCE.

The greatest obstacles to the saving power of the
gospel among the masses in this country are intem-
perance, and what is called the temperate use of
alcoholie lignors, The latter as woll as the former
seriously hinders the progress of a vital, renovating

Christianity. Logical consistency would make every

philanthropist, every moralist, every friend of order,
thrift and social virtue, as well as every true friend of
the gospel, a staunch teetotaler, both in theo: y and

practice, opposed by the whol weight of his influ.

| ence to the use as a beverage of strong drink in all its

forms. From our point of observation there is no

other ground in view which a real Christian in the
free exercise of an enlightened conscience, normal
sympathy, and a fair share of common sense, can

take. Occupying any other position shonld raise a

| reasonable doubt in regard to the soundness of a

person’s mind or the purity of his heart,

Thirty years ago the danger of moderate drinking
bad been so frequently and so alarmingly demounstra-
ted, the evils and consequent ruin of intem perance had

not. If ealled to attend woddmg. his foot was | been so shockingly and so generally manifested, that
on the door-step and his hand on the bell-handle | (housands were aroused and
It was, at | 410

driven by their fears into
practice and advooacy total abstinence,
Scarcely a neighborhood could then be found in which
there could not also be found the ravages and the
victims of intemperance,

of

Fortunes have been squan.
dered ; once wealthy families had become town pau-

‘.‘L\k l“lll “hv h\' “ was “l“‘u.‘_\ n ““ch 'y ur(\n[‘; pers—wives had b(‘lfﬂlll(‘ “ltl()\\'." Chllilf?ll lh”lo'l“’,

{ hurry, and so afraid of boing too late.”

———

about right in this thing, 1 will try to alter.”
{ “ That's surely fair,” slowly said Mr. Slow, as if ,
afrard to commit himsolf,
‘ “When I wasa young man, and had been
lvr('m‘hlng ulll) a few months, | was invited to go |
| to a distant mountain town and preach to a desti- |
: tute lwnplv. I went for some weeks, and then re
| turned home for a few ih\)’!, lil‘nlllinlng'n bo back, ‘
! without fail, the next Sabbath, Well, 1 had A
plensant week among my kind relatives, and was
%0 much engaged that | hardly thought of my |
solema duties, tll Saturday returned, and then my
sister and a beautiful friend of her's persaaded me
to go out a little while in the little white boat |
(Tmhurollu, on our beautitul lake.
|  “The day was fine, and Cinderella spun and
darted under my oars as if a thing of life, When
we got ashore, L found it two o'clock, and 1 knew
the cars started in fiftoen minutes! 1 loft the
lndies and ran home, caught up my carpot-bag,
and ran for the depot. | saw that the cars had
arrived, 1 heard the bell ring. With all my
strength I ran, | saw them start. | redoubled |
| my etforts, and got within fifteen feet of the cary! |
| O, for thirty seconds more! Thirty seconds too
{ late! No more! The next day was a still, fair,
sweet Sabbath. My mountain people gathering,
coming down from the glens and following the
rills, filled the house of worship, But there was
no minister ; and the hungry sheep had no
shepherd to feed them ! He was thirty seconds
{ o late!
|  “There was a poor, old, blind man who lived
four mnles from the church, and very seldom |
could he get to meeting,  That day he ate break
fnst early, and his lLittle grand-daughter lad him |
all the way down the mountain to the church
How weary, snd sad, and disappointed he was!
There was no_ minister to speak to him, Ho was
thirty seconds too Iate!
| “There was a great gathering of childen to the
Sabbath-schoud,  And their little oyes glistened,
for their minister had promised to preach them a
| * little sermon’ to-day,
was thirty seconds too late,

“ There was a sick child up ene of the glens of
the mountain, and she had been inquiring all the
week for her minister,
'see bhim and have him

{

She was 80 anxious to
pray with her, How

1 habits of society.

I coming back hike a tlood into respectable society,
| 18 still vulgar to drink rum, or gin, or whiskey.

| and third-rate hotels

But he was not there ; he :

| she hailed the Sabbath when he would be there! |

| But no! hie was not there.

church again. He was too feeble; and he never
heard apother sermon or prayer. The minister
| was thirty seconds too late !
“That little girl was dead beford I got back;
and I could only shed tears over her cold corpse !
[ had been thirty seconds too lato !

“Oun my bended knees | askod God's forgiveness, |
and promised him that, if possible, 1 would never |

be thirty seconds too late again !

*“Aud now, Mr, Slow, am | not about right in
my punctaality 1" Watehman and Reflector,

GO TO GOD FOR EVERYTHING.

“ But," says one, " how can [ have the face to |

deaw near to God when my troubles are not religious
troubles ; when my difticultios are all of a lower and
secular kind ? and how can 1 bring such things as
these to God I"

interested himself in religious things,
come to make n body with you ?

How did he

Nothing is unimportant which has a relation to
that hmmortality in which you are to stand. Your
troubles and pains are as important to God as the
chant of angels. All the

incidents and accidents of

O, then, your thought of God has been that he only [

and parents not uttfrequently worse than childless.

w Well, my good friend, 1 will tell you ; and if, | There was a seldom a family any where, which had
after hearing me, you do not think that | am | not a relative near or remote

in & drunkard's grave.

| ‘The eyes of all had seen at least a victim, and nearly

every heart had a grief upon it made by the drinking
The people were aroused by what
they saw and knew ; the inebriates thewmselves were

| thoroughly alarmed, and a powerful opposition was
marshaled against it, which drove the demon intem-

perance entirely out of a large portion of the com-
munity. The tide was turned, and the influence of
the religious and the most respectable citizens was
set against the evil. Mothers did to feed
their infants from the glass, fathers prejudiced their

not dare

little sons against the use of alcholie drinks, and fair

| young ladies spurned the company of the youths

who presumed to look with favor upon the sparkling

| Wine cup.

Sinece thea a great change has taken place. The

fathers and mothers and the people, who thirty years
ago saw and felt the evil, have wostly passed away

Fhe men and women who have come up on the stage

singe that time, in families where intemperance hag

wade as yet no victims-——whose eyes hay

the monster in horrid shape

not seen
and whose hearts as
yet have felt no blight from his poisonous breath,
apparentiy inditferent, and off their

“re

guard I'heir
tastes have been so0 refined, their sensibilities have

become so tender, and the fashionabl eliquette of
modern life their precious

time, that they learn nothing of the blasting evils of

consumes 50 much of

intetnperance from the dark record which it has made

| In our literature, and by their consent and invitation

even the social drinking habits of a former Wgo are

It

It
would be disgraceful to offer or accept such a bever
age in high life.  These vile drinks bave their thrones
and their sway in groceries, doggeries, low laverns,
In order to enter and bave &
place at high weddings, fashionable parties, and in
the the rum devil has
slightly to change his appearance and his name, and
to present himself in the form of the best Wines and

the most approved Brandies

most respectable families,

Under these forms he
is sent for far and near, cordially invited, made wel
come, courted even by virtuous ladies, and devoutly
worshipped by the many

We were told only last week by a worthy Chris

| 3
“That poor, old, blind man never came to the | tian gentleman of this eity, an old*veteran in the tem

perance eause, that the custom of social drinking at

parties, weddings, and in professedly COhristian
families, is becoming alarmingly prevalent in society

in Hoston where a few years ago it did not exist

Christian  young ladies not only drink wine them-
selves, but even dare to offer it to young men who
call to see thew, urging them to drink, and regard it
as a breach of politeness, if they do not take it and
“drink their health.,” The ol modern
society, especialy in wealthy, fashionable, and aristo-
eratic families, are very strong in this direction.

tendencios

From the cities it will spread like & moral pestilence
into the same classes in the country, and into those
brainless and foolish families which atlempt o kmitate

| their bad ways. The evil spirit is abroad, and we

llmul to be thoroughly aroused to the loreasing
| danger,— Boston aper,

|
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A young and self-conceited wminister in u ha.-hly
| elaborate sermon which he preached, said several
| times,” “ The commentators do not agree with we
here.”

Next MOorning a poor woman came to sce him

with something in her apron.  She said her husband

heard his sermon, and thought it was a very flne
| one, and as he sald, * the common taters did not

he had sent him some of the very




