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“The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the 

w. But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory 

yrough our Lord Jesus Christ.” —1 Cor, xv. 08, H7. 

[ believe it is Baxter who author of 

hat oft repeated saying, “] preach as though | 

or might preach again—a dying man to dying 

en,” and the strong hold whieh the sentiment 

as taken upon the public mind is, no doubt, a 

witness to 1s general truth. And yet, a'though 

trath, it embrace the whole truth, 

Phere are moods in which a man feels that he 

ould 

bving man, LO living men” 

fe, with its priceless opportunities and possibili 

was the 

may no! 

“ reverse that sentiment, and * preach as a 
to men with whom 

with all its vital relationships an i duties, 1s 

After all, it ig not death that 

coeds to be vanquished so much as life. Win 

believe 

es | 

1 intense reality. 

on life. and vou have worsted death, | 

was 80 with the Apostle Paul. He looked upon 

fe as a battle-field ; and standing by “the conse 
rated host of God's elect,” he ever pointed to the 

forces arraved 

rainst the soul, and saa, - Fight the good fight 

if faith, lav hold on eternal hfe)” * So run that 

obtain,” Having himself overcome, he 

mbushed foes, and the mustered 

¢ MAY 

ked upon everything else us of secondary 1m 
Life, death, height, depth, here 

He could talk of 

the flitting 

loud that has concealed the beams of the sun for 

orange, ol 

- onder, it mattered not to him, 

jeath as the traveller might talk of 

\ passing Instant on a long or a ol 

lust which had blinded 

He look and death after 

accident of “What | shall 

One thing he 

ran, “not as uncertainly, 

journey, lrop 

his eves for the moment 

1:4 
vl upon nie all but an as 

his being, choose, 

did choose 

that he might | that 

he might fight, “not as one that beateth the air, 

and having done that, he left the issue, the conse 

" 
BAVS he, “| wot not, 

gnence, and every thing else to him who had called 

him in Christ Jesus, How it was that he had 

mastered that which is the most paralysing of all 

men's fear——death ; how it was that he had gained 

the ascendancy over that passion that sits in dread 

he has shown in 

As 

we read this passage we feel that his mind has 

supremacy over men's instincts 
the passage with which my text concludes, 

soared into the highest mpereum of thought, and 

N has presented living truth in the boldest forms of 

the imagination, The apostle personifies death 

§  ——scems to step up to it and exchange defiances 

¢ throws, as it were, the gauntlet and defies it to 

do its utmost, and then leav 8 it as bold and tn 

umphant as if conscious he had plu ked vietory 

from the very citadel of its strength! 0 death 

where is thy sting! © grave where is thy vie 

tory { The sting ol loath 18 sin; and the strength 

of ain a the law: buat thanks be to God, which 

giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus 

Christ.” 

[ot us endeavour to tollow the apostle in his 

train of argument, and to do so by using the per 

sontfieations which he empl ws in the text before 

us, You observe that he marshals before our view 

three distinet death, sin, law, and then bh 

hese Lh red 

ngage) notin 

{oes 

sings hs song of victory over thet 

stand (uf | might 

in fle 

wdopt military | 

rank, bet not abreast, but back of each 

other. No law ; no smn, no death Death comes 

through sin, sin comes through law, Law but 

Lrosses sin, sin buttresses death. “ But thanks be 

to Gro, which Ziv th 

Loi | J sus hist 

us the victory through ou 

that bridge of passage from tim 

to stand a 

You marching straight forward to 

Outwit him you cannot, cajole him you 

crush You may unsting him, 
vhen unstung he is still an adversary.  * The 

unto eternity, he 

seems monstrous powel fy 

form, 

wards it 

“nnot, nor 

but 

are 

hun, 

lust ehuyy that shall be destroved 1s death” 

And is MOL +h apostie here but the RPOK sian to 

some of the d pest and most ineradicable instincts 

of our nature Way what vou will, vou can never 
outgrow the rooted. feeling that 

my. 

death 

death 3 an en 

Ding, Ifyou likey “ Ah, lovely appearance of 
». but there is still that W° your heart, in 

Spite of your song, which says tha de ath is utter 

ly and for ever unlovely, Certain frophets have 
arisen who have sought to unencumbir the people 
of this prejudice —physiologists, philosophers, 
poets, and preachers, The physiologist tells vou 
death is a law of nature : every where organisation 
tends to dissolution, and dissolution in tun tends 

The philosopher inforus von 
that de ath Is but a change of condition, avd that 

p in may be a step lo a higher Ie, The poet 
f N > 4 . 2 comes and flings his witchery around the sibjeet 

as Le SIDES — " 

to organisation, 

“ How wonderful is death ! 
: Death and his brother Sleep! : Oue pale as wandering, w KOIDE Moon 

I'he other rosy as the morn : : 
Yet both so peaceful, beautiful I” 

1 he preacher, too, by taking hold of the hops 
and experiences ol the bis § Gospel, tries to enamony 
Hh Lueurer i 
of Fer age rl glowing words, with the thought 

a a ud vet have any of then succeeded 
their voeavgy ¢ In spite of the demonstra 

§ _— a the Physiologist, the deductions of 
in a philosopher, the rhapsodies of the poet, 

3 the rhetoric of the pPrescher, the | A itmdn heart 
inst the thought of death, The 

never 

will rise up ay 

funers : 
Fi al has Yet been converted from a scene of grief into a so ne of oy 

1 think human Adbune You may ation, 

| at the back of it, and that is sin, 

the 

| HOSS, 

Life rapialy ebbing away, and yet no power in the 
world, no resource of skill, or wisdom, or fore 

thought to retard the march of the King of Ter 
re! Oh! is there nothing in he. n or on 

earth for this revaision of our hearts from the ap 

roach of the destroyer! 

But bad as death is, there is something worse 
It 18 not mere 

ly the physical tussle with death 
being torn plecmeoal, 

strains of 

the agony of 

A few drops of landanum, 

military music battle-field 

might suffice to overcome that It is not merely 
the divorce from the fellowship of life 

the sense that we are losing sight of those that 

on a 

loving 

are dear to us; life is full of separations and part 
ings, which might train and endure us to bear the 

It is not even the changing of the known 

for the unknown—it is not plunging into the 
trackless abyss, and shooting across the stream 

unto a land that seems formless and void to our 
fancies, Oh, that might be borne—might be braved. 

My brother, my sister, whenever vou may lie on 
| that lonely couch, and when there will be the sub 

dragon ] 

| of earth, 
| duest 

ject of fear, the fear will be, not that you are 

losing sight of the light of day ; not that loving 

forms, and faces, and voices are receding from 

your serses; notthat you are making a migration 

to some unknown country :—the fear, the sting 

that vou have cher 

“The sting ol 

Fear is a vulture, which never comes ) 

will come from some viper 

ished and nursed in vour bosom. 

death is sin.” 

near us, save when, snifling the air, he has canght 
the scent of some eruption on which he may lin 
ger, There is some rottenness, some putrescence 

in your heart, else that unelean bird would 

nover come nigh Don't you unagine that 

this relation between death and sin is an arbitrary 

or 

You, 

and capricious one Uhey are inherently related, 

they belong to each other, What is death ? I'o 

die 18 to loosen our connexion with surrounding 

objects and to sink into ourselves to sunder all 

the ties by which the creature bas been bound to 

others, and to become a se parate existence It 1s 

this that makes death an object of fear to a large 
extent, “If” assome has said, * we could all go 

together——if we conld migrate to another world 

as a colony migrates across the mighty waters, if 

we could go hand in hand, death, comparative 

speaking, would be But i this 
this departure one by one 

| 
Hone, 

nothing,” 18 

separate dropping off 

this drifting 

thrusting 14 

from this our anchorage 

into the future alone, that makes 

loathsome a thing, 

Now, if that is death, what is sin ? 

IL 80 

The clsence 

of 

It 1s for the ereature to withdraw himself from his 

God, and fellow 

into himself, They belong then to each other. 

Death 1s the final separation of 

first, Death issinin the bod 

in the soul, 

sin, just like the essence of de ath, 18 veparation, 

from his 8, and to retire reature 

which sin is the 

Vv, Just as sin 1s death 

Death 1s but an extension to the cut 

has ward man of that carthquake rent which 

sprang up in the inward man —a separation has 

began there which 1s to embrace the inward man 

Oh! the horror==the heil of hells to be alone in 

the umverse of which God 1s the father! My 

friends, the very e nee of the curse 1s separation 

from the hving God! And it matters very Little 

where that separation lea Is us to, in height, or In 

lepth, that must be a curs No man ean endure 
himself long shut up, immured in with an evil 

ONSCIencs and a slavish neart and that 18 (le Wth 

Dut as there is a foe at the back of de 

ves to de wh itssting 

oeatthe back of sinthatgives to s 

that 1s, the law 

ith, Sin, that 

Cnvenomn Isting, othereis 

Lf nis trength,” 

“Thi strength of sins the law 

It is under the discipline of | 

Sins the 

vw that a sense of sin 

18 born in us, Lransgr sion ofthe | WN 

Where there 18 no law there 1sno ta LDS TeSSI0N, 

And law, by a fearful reaction, oxasperates that 

. very sin which ws an infraction of itself I'he 
I'he first enemy, then, 18 death. Il have just | post] Paul ha put th wineiplo i burning and 

sald that the apostle had gained an ascendancy rlowing language in thy weventh chapter ol 

over that fear to which all men, during when He Romans | need not recapitulate his argument 
time, are “subject In bondage” the fear of there. He shows ns how it was thst the com 

death And yet he does net mince the matter, | mandments being pure, and right, and holy, under 
He does not scent the grim King of terrors with 

rose-water sentimentahities, in order to soften his 

grisly aspeet, He calls him an “ enemy.) I'he 

last enemy that shall be destroved 1s death” At 

the law of sin b came the very patron, as it were, 

th uphol fer, and stimulator of sinful passions 

| Just as the bit, which 1s intended to restrain the 

steed, not che king, only chafes the animal into 

| fenrful paroxsyms o! onvulsions : just As thi 

| barrier thrown across the stream, which for a time 

seems Lo arrest ils progross, yel only serves t 

turn it into foam and billow § just so, * sin, takin 

occasion by the commandment, wrought in me 

manner of coneupiscen Ni, wired by the 

fiery retribution of law, propagating sin, 1s the 

penalty of sin, And ist 10 human nature to en 

dure its misery, bitterness, and despair, when the 

sinner has at last become ashamed of his fetter 

But the moment he begins to elank his chains, or 

to cast about for deliverance, some spondin r, 

disconraging suggestion is sure to oceur I'he 

law arises at that moment, 1b its violated na) Ly 

and sanctity, and seems to frown down within his 

sonl everything like a ray of light or hope, That 

law speaks of no forgiveness for the past, holds 

out no bright auspice for the future; and so it ap 

pears as if it only thrust him back to his bondage 

more fearfully than ever, * The str ngth ol sin 

is the law,” 

How then am | to obtain the victory over this? 

How is this threefold cord, that is strapping me 

{ Thao apo the 

answers the question, ¥ Thanks be unto God who 

giveth 

Christ,” 
(iod. 

down to des mir to be broken | ’ 

us the victory, through our Lord Jesus 

The wisdom of God, and the power of 

The wisdom to reverse and to roll back the 

[ current of the law of nature, and the power to un 

| | : 8 very foolish in this, and | 
Yori may almost wax angry ab the ineredulity of 
mankind i and yet the hunan heart will vindieate 

’ wh t AbL how have you and | felt as we 
ave quitted the sunctuary, as we have quitted the 
study, As wehave quitted our speculations, and 

é yr (as 1 did the other day) in contact with the 
{ ving of Terrors 1" [ wae summoned ove Natur 1d. A Gay evening, a few woe 

of owe of the membe 
the loveliest beings | 

¥ 154 Agouizing 
clock, and of the wateh on 
sound like the advancing ete 

£8 ago, to the death-bed 
of my congregation, one of 
ever saw in the world, OL! 

the table, seemed to 

* 

i's of the destroyer! | doubt God could do that. 

bind and nntwist those 

woven 

threads that have been 

the threefold cord by whieh 1 am bound, 

Now, in order to understand the Apostle’s argn 
meant, let us not lorget there are three enemies to 

He overcome, There nre three links mn the chan 

tv wrench off. It will not do to allay or coneilinte 
ote of those adversaries in the filet. 

ong of the links in the fetter, The champion who 

18 eknal to his task must encounter each foe, and 

be ale to slap off each hnk, 

done ) 

stinder 

How is this to be 

Shall we say it is to be uccomplished by 

a stroke of Divine sovereignty —a feat of Divine 
strength? Why not? Ten thousand voices will 
answer, ** Thrice have | heard this, the power be 

longeth unto God.”  “ He doeth as he will among 
the armies of heaven, and among the inhabitants 

Who cun stay his hand, or say, What 
thou” Why not! Cannot God master 

death! to take the first in the list—the first ad 
versary in the eatalogue tf Cannot God master 
death by an exhibition of sheer strength, so that 
he shall be disarmed and hurled from that throne 

| which he occupied over men's flercest dreads? moments when every tick of the | Oh, why should we account it incredible that God 
should thus balk death of its vietims 1 Well, no 

No doubt, by the puts 

ting forth of His almightiness, he could overcome 

lends to the monster all his sting. 

| coerce { into §( odness and excellence | 
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death, and snatch the prey from the hand of the 
spoiler, But remember there are two other enc- 
mies that remain to be disposed of, Were death 

dead, sin would not necessarily die. That stroke 

which prostrated the destroyer death to the dust, 
would not revert in order to unsting sin, which 

How is sin to be met with? Will sheer force 

do? Will God interfere to snatch the sinner from 
the Zrasp of sin, and from the consequences of his 

guilt, by mere dint of strength ? 

could do that, but I don’t believe he will do it. 

No doubt God eould have interposed to have pre- 

vented the introduction of sin into our world, but 
it did not become him to do so. God never deals 

with a man as if he were a being capable of being 
Mr. Chat- 

| ham has bequ athed to us the proverb that * An 

Englishman's cottage is his castle,” That cot- 
tage may be poor, beaten and battered by the 

storm, and yet the king of the country kas no 
right to force an entrance into it without the con 
sent of the He may do it at the back of 

his army, but he cannot do it and retain his re- 

spect for the law; he can only doit by sacri- 

icing right to might. And so God can stand at 

the door of the heart and knock and ask. If any 

owner, 

man will open the door and let him in, he * will | 

come in and sup with him ;” but foree an entrance, 

make the sinner good and holy in spite of himself 

| to be 

| and not of untving it 
| the 

snatch him from the grasp of retribution--that 

(vod will never do. 

But suppose he did do that. Supposing death 

shed, and sin to be overcome, there 
LO be 

vangu 

1s another foe concilhiated, and that is * the 

De 

Destroy 

law,” which gives to sin all his strength, 

stroy sin and you have destroyed death, 

the law and vou have destroyed sin, 

And destrov the law-—will God do that? 

network of ordinances so subtle and wonderful, by 

which everything 1s held 

ml no | than the movements of the body 

will God tear in sunder this beautiful workmanship 

{ If he to do so 

doubt, annihilated, —but 

of his were sin would he, no 

more than sin—virtue, 

purity, peace, would all go to wreck likewise ; and 

the kingdom of with dismantled 

towers, its mven foundations, its broken columns, 

heaven, ns 

and its extensive lights, stand for ever a smoking, 
smouldering, magnificent rnin? To the question, 

| then, whether this threefold adversary is to be en 

countered and defeated by 

force, we must an swer, tl ecannol he 

the exhibition of mere 

No! bocause 

be a mode of complicating the knot, 

re) 

worse than the disease! 

that would 

because in that case, 

No! 

it could not be worthy of him whose march 

IS ever among marvels! 

cure would be 

beens 

You may destroy death, 
but the stroke that shivered his armoar wonkl not 

be have defeated Sin would sur 

VIVI to burn, and blacken, 

You may defeat sin, but the 

found to sin, 

, and would continne 

and blast the soul ! 

stroke that hurled sin to the dust, would, by Aan 

awful rebound, destroy sweep away the law, too, 

of the universe ! There is another way. 

“Thanks 

Lory, 

be unto God which giveth us the vic 

through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

But now, my friends, 

this 

sit 

just a few words as to the 

in the 

Christ 

ay (and | 

way in which great problem 1s met 

How that the Lord Jess 

overcame death, sin, and the law? | 

(sosnel, 
i 

disarmed. 

| 

No doubt he | 

That | 

the movements of the | 

| 
| ed unto all men once to die,” but that appoint. 
ment 1s a compulsion no longer. Christ paid 

death : in his death he met law ; and now I can 

face death, because death “vas his portion, Union 
with Jesus, even in death, 

with the universe beside 

eter than union 
ne, 

It is true that there is no discharge in life's 

warfare ; but it 18 a warfare with a toe already 

For if the Red Sea was disarmed 
when there was a pathway cleft through its midst, 

und the Israelites passed through with dry foot ; 
| if the lions of Babylon were disarmed when the 

| prophet lay amongst them, and came forth from 
the den unhurt § if the fire of the plain of Dura 

| was disarmed when the youths came forth un 

singed ; if the disarmed when the 

apostle shook it from his hand and it hurt him 

not; if the poison was disarmed when the disci 

ple, in the name of his Master, took up the deadly 

thing and it hurt him not!—if the whelming 

flood, the lion's teeth, the envenomed sting, and 

| the consmining flame-—the corrosive of death 
| removed, death itself is defeated 

“If in Adam all die: 

alive,” 

viper Was 

18 

and destroved. 

in Christ shall a!'l be made 

And, conscious that I am united by faith 

| to this living one, | can see the terrible archer 

| bend his giant bow, and adjust the shaft ; and 
| as he 1s about to shoot that shaft I may now lav 

bare my bosom to that infallible bow, assured 

that 1 carry in this union with “the Resurrece 

tion and the Life,” a principle of vitality which 

no death in th “ Oh! 

be to God which giveth 

our Lord Jesus Christ,” 

saniverse can touch! thanks 

us the through victory 

| My dear [riends, the hour is on the wing when 
| vou and | shall find that the power to utter this 

| trinmphant langnage of the apostle, with a ¢lean 

| conscience and an undaunted heart, will be worth 

| worlds to us! Thrust yourself forward to that 

hour which 1s coming apace to you and to me, 
and ask vourself, What wilt thou do when that 

hour, that awful, lonely hour of deadliest prostra 

tion, comes 1 What wilt thoudo? 1 come to 

night to speak of a friend who can meet your 

hfe and immor 

by the Gospel,” of one who ean 

need, of one who has * brought 

tality to hight 

| extinguish that voleano of fire in your conscience 
| of one who can inspire the feeblest with a courage 

that will dare death to do his worst! He has 

| tained the victory for yon and for me, The law 
has been met : sin has been overcome, death has 

been strangled. All that he asks is that we should 

by faith to him, link our feeble 

ness to his strength, link oar folly to his wisdom, 

ob 

| link ourselves 

| link our impurity to his holiness ! “ He that lis 

eth and believeth 

vet shall he live.” 

in me, though he were dead, 

It is but to give him vour 

| hand, and though in the very depths of sin, and 

villany, and worthlessness, you rise to the con 

sciousness of having a righteousness which is not 

your and 

though in the dark and despair, yon emerge into 

It is but 
hand, and though in death, vou 

will feel that you are in life! 

| mine the 

own! It is but to give him vour hand, 

a region of light, and joy, and peace ! 

to give him the 

It is as a friend of 

other day was deseribing to me \ 
timid explorer in Ameriea, he passed behind the 

waterfall of the mighty gulf in 

Niagara tumbles its waters below 

whieh the great 

Afraid of his 

footing, he vet gathers confidence from the strong 

grasp ol an ’ Xt rienced guide which he feels on 

his hand unseen amidst the : spray and the foam, 
Cal 0 alle { 0 i y COSK , : 
onion — 2: vi fact) oe ve pro | Lut not unfelt, Just so, my friends, in the rash 
mu nees a ) ther extent eins not with and roar of a mightier Niagara, amidst its stun 

death, through sin, to the law: but begins with Ll . 
» : ning noise and linding foam, vou will not be 

Lhe nw, through sin, and reaches death ciremt l ! N ol a . ws 
| | t last iN pyr " of all tl one 0 form, perhaps, you may see, but vou 

OHUsIY Al : ~ : I's { si MA : o > . | 

ry . _ " <p ’ will feel the grasp upon y m1 as one who himself 
JOY and all the pea ¢ that there 18s 1n the unmverse | | hie hr } | | 

; : IAS PASSO cuthless through that passage, an 
1s (rod) Grod, associated with the thought of moral | | | | oo \ © 

| Wasa thas : ) or N who, amidst the weaknesses of nature, can put a 
Oro 1 “" Hi " { iM or o : | | - te Bw 'e - song into your lips, the burden of which will be 
author of conta on, and not ol | nee, sin would od I'l a) nd ( | woh tveth o th ving 

MH KS Mr i» riM (yu 1 5 O IM nh 

be nothing, death nothing, and there could be no | : | yr 
’ " through oul Lord Jesus Christ 

fear it 1s the wppalling vision of a holy God ; 

the preserver of nght: the upholder of order n ) . X ’ 5 ) : . LL ' " \ ) 

Codd who repres nts thi justice of the universe | BEGIN HE DAY WITH (y | » 

It 18 that, my friends, that gives to sin, to death, 

all their fearful the « 

And, oh! when once the apparition ol 

the when that Appa 

rition sounds, as it were, its trampet, and musters 

Lo the law power over ‘aon 

science 

+ holy (zod arises on oul} 

all the pe vers of the soul to a point, and that 

point 1s conscience, and that couscience has 

onty ol lashing Lhe 
) 

mnto oh power youl fury, 

what power in the nuiverse can restore calm 

to the Shall 

in that ce the 

friends, a 

and 

serenity soul { we say preach 

wd of 

itten 

in 

Lon 

God? 

against \h! 

ih 

ndition Fatherh 

my man who 

the 

Hus wi 

popular view of 

h AN Ml 

atonement America, 

n enough of human hfe, and knows him 

C1 enon ri LO sy, that - Ih fant bre rhood of God, 

stunning alone and detached from every other 

truth, is not a suflicient Gospel for man,” No | 

sinner yet was arrested in his sin because God has 
the olf What for the 

Father, until some voice of communication is heard 

ringing in his soul which makes the grace and the 

love of that Father the felt 

No! no! ['o the man's restoration something 

else, at first, is needed, He mast be brought 
sy:npathise with the order that makes God's 

universe, 1H pardon must come as something 

more than pardon 

name Father, CAres he 

wants of his spirit! 

Lo 

It must come as justification 
something must be done to produce an HIpres 

sion corresponding to the thought, not of soft 

paternity, but of stern order. And let me here 

remark that I do think many of our theologians 

have awfully weakened and debilitated the witness 

which God has sct up in the conscience to the! 

doctrine of the atonement by removing 1t from 

the nnportant sphere of the conscience to BOM 

remote and speculative p'ace among the stars! | 

believe the Gospel tonchoes the deepest depths of 

the subject futhoms the soul's profoundest need, 

when it tells us that Christ was “ obedient unto 

death, even unto death upon the cross.” 

That “ by the obedience of one many are made 
righteous.” By His atoning life, as well as death 

- J ’ 

he has for ever reconscerated that order and 

whi h we 

law 

have descerated by our sirs, And 

| when | once come to know this; when | accept 

him as my sponsor and surety ny representative 

and cedeemer—he restores confidence to my Jes 

pairing heart: the weight which sat like a night 
[are on my conscience, and took away my power 

of breathing, is taken off, and 1 can look sorenely | 
to the eye of the father, assured that he had ae! 
cepted me in the beloved. And this 
begins with law, reaches sin, and at last touches 
death, 

It is true that we must submit to the sentence, 
“ Earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dus{ to dust.” 

But the grave will one day echo to other words 
besides these. We must needs all die ; {but death, 
my friends, is a vanquished foe whe} sin-—=sin 
which is its sting is taken away. * It i§ appoint 

- uh ’ 

the | 

process i 

13 rin the day with (God, Never Xxpect rood 

rood morrow, who meets (rod irs 

day, unless von 

hath the best 

begin with a good duty 

in the morning hough some sunshiny morn 

INES wre overcast before night, vet the heaven 

are usually all day clear to hun that sets ont early 

in the way of God's commandments he mind 

retains a tincture all day of its first serious exer 

cise in the morning, When thie right wat h or 

cloek 1s wound up wi Il in the morning, it will be 

reguwinrly going and moving all day afte He 

that loseth his heart in the morning in a throne 

of worldly atfairs, seldom finds it to purpose in 

any part of the day 

As spon as thon awakest, lift up thine heart to 
Crreat noble nr 

first served, Though others that are our inferior 

hon: HR and persons USLIARLLY 

wall our leisure, our superiors have the preceden 

cy of own Let the first Lhou 

sendoest forth, be sent to the Lord of thy hfe, to 

present thy humble service and thanks to him for 

his providence over thee, and the rest and refresh 

meni he hath afforded thee the last night 

mayst say 

Lime, messenger 

I'hou 

with the psalmist, “1 laid me down 

| awaked, for the Lord sustained me 

| For except the Lord keepeth the city, the watch 

man waketh but in vain,” “He his be 

(I's, 111, 5, and . 3) 14 

mindful also in some short ejaculation to beg his 

and blessing all the ensuing 
For it 18 he that can make a hedge about 

| thee, thine house, and all that thon hast, If he 
bless the work of thine hands, thy substance will 
increase in the land (Job i, 10), 

and slept ; 

giveth 

| loved sleep.” exXxvil 1 | 

| guidance, protection, 

day, 

This small taste 
of ejaculatory prayor, will quicken thine Appetite 
after a full meal of set and solemn devotion. 
thou canst after this keep thy mind intent, whilst 
thou art dressing thyself, on some divine subicet, 
thou wilt be much the more fit for thy secret dn 
ties, and in a fair way to walk with thy God all 
the day. 

The next thing I would advise thee to, or ra 
ther Christ enjoineth—* KEuter into thy closet, 
and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy 

| Father which is in secret; and thy Father which 
| sooth in secret shall reward thee openly,” 

| The priest was every morning to renew the 
fire on the altar, and to offer sacrifice: * And 

| they offered burot-offerings unto the Lord, even 
burnt-offerings morning and evening, And they 

| offered the daily burnt-offerings by namber, ac 
| cording to the castom, as the duty of every day 
required” (Ezra iii. 3,4). So also in David's 

| time, * Asaph and his brethren ministered before 
the ark coutinuully, as every day's work required 

| (1 Chron, xvi. 33). Solomon took 

| ther (2 Chron. viii. 14), 
stance of those shadows, but that Christians, wha 
ar a spiritual priesthood, should every day hay 
their solemn. morning and evening addresses to 

after his fue 

If 

Whoele No. 973. 

| 

| OXI1X. 

| 

God ; and offer up holy sacrifices, acceptable to | 

Christ? David's purpose was to 
be early at prayer : “0 God, my voice shalt thon 

heag ip the morning ; in the morning will 1 direct 

wer unto thee, and k up.” And 

“1 prevented the 

God in Jesus 

1 1 
will lo 

: was answerable: vo wclLico 

dawning of the morning, and cried” (Ps. v. 3, and 

147.) He was up before the dav, and risen 

end at work before the sun. Nay, he tells—* In | 

the morning shall my prayer prevent thee ;” as 
if he would be at his prayer before God were 

stigring and going abroad. But surely we can 

not rise so early but God is awake before us ; for 

vTle that keepeth Israel never slumbereth nor 

| « 

| 

arms of the church USL and 

sleepoth.” lis eyes are ever waking, who hold 

eth Dut David 

meaneth father that his prayers should pre vent 

: | 

sometimes our coves waking 

| tod’s servants 

not 

his severest or most solacing pro 

(rod He would send a 

messenger with petitions or thanksgivings to Go l, 

vidences, himself, 

before (vod should send any messenger with goo | ! 

or bad tidings to he would be too early 

either for CTOSSCS Or comforts. 

him: 

“ And thy Father which seeth in seerct, shall 
reward thee openly "God heard Paul in the 

dungeon, as well as Peter on the housetop I'he 

Sun of richteousness looks ns wie Il into the nar 

row closet casement as into the large church win 

Ne audible to that 

\s he bottleth np our secret tears, 

dow 4. cret prayers him 

made the ea 

are 

80 he registoreth our secret prayers, Though the 

ark was close on every side, that every man might 

not look into it, yet it had a window open to 

heaven 

As the flowers open themselves in the morn 

ing to take in the sweet influences of the sun, so 

should the ehristian open his heart in the morn 

ing to receive a blessing from the Father of ht 

Mary went early in the morning to the opi 1% 

of Jesus, and had the honour and favour to have 

the first sieht of him after his resurrect | 

Many a saint hath had a blessed vision of 

rloritfied Saviour in a morning pray el 

I'hey who walk abroad without prayer, do 

without prot Lion Morning prayer 18 th \ 

if the dav, which openeth the treasury of divine 

bounty, and loeketh the soul up in safety, A pray 

erless person goeth all day unarmed, and may 

expect many wounds from that hellish crew that 

lie always in ambush to destroy him I'he ne 

of this pass gives Satan a great advantage to 

take the city When Saul had left off calling 

it heaven's gate, the next time yon hear of him 

18 knocking at (a witch's) the devil's doo 

'raver 1s one of the great ordinances that batt 

down the strongholds of the devil, Hence he 
sets his wits at work to divert men from it. I 

the soul's armour and satan's terror Ile that 

knoweth how to use this holy spell aright, 1 ! 

not fear but he shall friecht away Li iovil h 

wolf I'he Lord Jesus, when | mal ed i 

against the powers of darkness, and was to fight 

with them hand to hand, armed himself bet 

hand with prayer (Luke 1 2 1, ), not only tol 

his own protection, but also for a patter 1 

very day Wi wall in the midrt KE 4 1 

whi \l wth migh and 1 andl el 

Ul advanta i ! u ind h Iw ) 

among LLU Nn withont | AWW Ww A 11 

come then prey It 1s too late to w for wea 

pol when wi ire engaged in batt A Ml 

cashiered that Lier who had h wrmour to fur 

bish and make roadv when | was called to th 

Another duty that eon rns the | i | 

to read SOL portion of th W | | { Ls | | 

workman must not go al wl watl t hist 

I'he S ripture 18 the \rpenta ral | W 

lo must LEY his build i trad nan 

dest in which he muet weieh hb mnmoditie 

the Lravell r stall, which hel § | i h 

1OMN1 \ here no Ae 1 sal inl We 

et rinpturally |} 1 It cont \ pon thy 

heart, and tie it about thy n When thon 

roost, it shall lead thee when thon cep t Il 

shall ke the wh thou wak 1 | tn 

with the | rr Lh 1 wndm 1 LL ! | 

the lnw Lheht, and fs of tion al 

the way of hi (Proverbs vi | ) | 

reported that a certain Jew sh \ | ! ] 

Luther, but was happily prevented | | 1 

which wa ent to | ther, with th wil | }) 

a faiths friend ‘that he shou {| tal | 1 ol 

uch a man when he saw hin § which | 

he knew the murder r, and especially his ind 

I'he word of God discovered the fac | | 

lusts in then per colours, which | ready 

1 \ 1 « np \ | mul 

and Muon to deh ! | I SALA 

would emp WwW Lo destroy 1) 1 th 

servant forewan 1, Wit! David (| A 11) 

By reading and Wp! ing it, we ma IN vy Lhe 

visaeo and prevent thelr venom 1} the word 

of thy mouth 1 have kept myscit trom th pati 

of the destroyer As God mimanded M A 

come into the mount early in the mornin ith 

the two table in his hand ), reader, | \ 

mandeth thee to give him a meeting every morn 

ing with the two testaments in thy hand. 

Wiar is Wanren Wo want in vou a Cha 

tianity that is Christian across counter , Over 

dinner-tables, behind the ne hho ha K. A mn 

his faced We want in you a Christianity that wi 

ean find in the temperan y of the meal, in moder 

ation of dres s 1 Pp L for anthority, 10 amin 

bility at home, in veracity and simp! LY In mix 

sOCI0ly Rowland Hill used to say he would give 

very hittle for the 

dog and cat 

It hgion ol Nn HAN w hos Yor 

were not the better for his 

We want fewer gos ping 

religion 

landering, gluttonous, 

peevish, concerted, higoted Christians 

To make them effectual, al! ou publie religions 

measures, institutions, benevolent agencies, mis 

sions, need to be managed on a high-toned apd 

lous, and un juestionable scale of honor, ert 

evasion, or partisanship, or overmuch of the 

| serpents cunning I'he hand that gives away the 

Bible must be unspotted from the world he 

money that sends the missionary to the heathen, 

must be honestly earned in short, both the two 

morey=—must be 
strotehed out, working for man, strengthening the 

brethren, or else your fiith is vain, and ve are vel 

YOU sins, VF. DD, Huntingdon, DD. D. 

CoNrENTION, ~~] never loved those Salamanders 

that are in the Bre of contention | will rather 

| suffer a thousand wrongs than return one: 1 will 
{ sutfer many ore | will complain of ond , and en 
deavor conte nding | to right it by have 

And what is the subs | ever found that to strive with my superior, is fur 
ous ; with my equal, doubtful ; with my inferior, | 
sordid and base ; with avy, (ull of unguiotuess, — 
Dishop Hull, 

LUKE BROWN'S RELIGION. 

John Bushnell stood at the door 

hop wher 

of the black- 

his neighbor Brown passed by ; 
a friendly nod from him, he asked 

said Bushnell, o \ ou see, 

‘ Luke and | ha'ut been on speaking terms these 
tw i] 

smith 

and rec 

Smith what he 

ving 

meant, 

two years, and he always set up a grim face at me. 
What, then does this piece of politeness mean ¥ 

¢ Oh, vou | 

plied the blacl 
relig 

wen't heard the news then I re- 
smith : ‘'Y 

ion, they say 

Our n« igh be r has got 
< 

“ Well, it must be a different sort of religion 
from the common, if it makes a mwmn polite. 
Why, there's Deacon Hart, he's accounted awful 
ly pious ; but he's never tipped his beaver to me 
since | eame to Olne y, though he and 1 used to 
go nutting together when we were bovs and lived 

in Vermont, But he's rich and I'm poor, and re- 
sto D | suppose ’ lighon ¢on't 

Any rate 

sald the blacksmith, * 1 dare say not. At 
\ Christians are holding their heads pretty 

high just now at least the y 

Last night they had a prayer circle 
over to Taleott’s and it most se emed as if they 

would pray the rafters off’ > 

are having very tall 
mectingrs, 

‘Who was going it so strong over there ? 

* Oh, it was lawyer Burt and Mr. Hunter, and 
the rest of the elect, vou know.’ 

“Well their praying wouldn't do me any good, 
for Squire Burt tried to hire me to fib for him in 
favor of his last client over to County Court a 

VOAr a And Hunter who has just been build 
ing a new fence betwixt his farm and Widow Al- 
IT ws has set hs posts more than a foot on her 

land all the way through, So you see, religion 

don't make men honest neither! 

‘That's a fact, John {| know just such Chris 

tians as those myself. But they sas Luke Brown 
has come out strong. and the parson believes him 

to be a changed man,’ 

‘ Mav be he's grown mannerly at least. 
But if his religion is worth anything it will make 
\ tHerent ma { him at home We shall see 

that ol ~ Arden oo mine and | 

en hear him abusing his wife and berating his 

il new nvert did not know how closely his 

newchbor watched him Bat he had really given 
nselt to the Lord, and was humbly striving to 

lo His wi He had been an unkind and tyrane 
nical husband. Now he had read the command 
‘ Husbands, love your wives, and be vot bitter 
watnst them,” and he tried to obey it. He Lad 
been an irritable and exacting parent, stirring an 
the oy passion in his children, tor the outbreak 

{ which he so severely punished them. Now, 

strove to heed the Seripture injunction, * Fa. 
ers, provoke not vour children to lost 

they be discouraged,’ As a ney had 

juarrels new 

he and it 
of Lh iden rule, * What 

life 

anger, 

he 

the 

shbout 

ym I at 

pr p 1 DIS heart was | aw olf love, 

ou, do 

WAS A cone 

SNDIng was a 

| 1M I" humble, 

ngih to Pe Isg- 

nk of yom neighe 

of Mr, 

conver 

Diacksmth 

sation 

was not 

\T ty ser 

WV 4 

did not whe 

that 

nestion 

HW wore 

IS A 

brown 1s its h \PPY posses. 
’ 

matter before religion 

nun a go wl ne iwhbor, husband, 

raver have taken the place of 

wd there 
nan 

5 not a more 

out of doors than 

Pe wker's voles 
1 

mm hi Mor 1s a 

were both 

ny places 

connect d 

enter alone an 

Lions 

y | wo 

customod to meet 

affected 

npressoed 

Muy 
nial principle in the 

reside he 

wind event g devotions, and 

Wi 

he 

and tl | or fit wo hited up to 

nro 

mind 1s 

Grol WO 

ARC advantage of this md 

Lot the hallowed as 

! 17a! on will tend to pinful 

holy 

oevoltions will linger 

repross 

purity, and awaken 

of the | 
| 1 

HO VYOry wails 

th th 

the de 

1 

whero the religions 

and lintels 

TE odor of maconse, 

It will be to that family unrest spot on earth, 
ctions are p irifioed and 

sensibilities 
Chk ndled in the 

Le 

| ! L only wrthiy 

he domest fireside 

purity, and h 

HAN associated 

Miness, and heaven. 

| the 

h | o” And th WAOCIN n 

the hi 

Hay 

that 

very * holy eo 

will cling around 

! ho 4 ld 

fo out from 

from that 

Aart thi gh voal I soparal on 

TOW Up Lo mature veal 

rool-Lrad 

and 

vid other 

thi 

s nny 

paterna domestic 

sanctuary ; 

her dat 

Ling mtervene, 

the 

chan of those early 
broken 

prayei will be a green spol 

While 

Lh 

NIAY 

IAN CHgross 

and yet may 

That place of 

in all the wastes of the 

« will stir the 

had 
Often 

age cw 
a father’ 

From a ser 

y in Boston Re rder, 

le insts, | 

wlrrangoe 

5 Inavinonr 

Who that has 

not experience this { 

or ol old 

membrance of 

ml Ww power 

parents does 

ms ol 

| back to tho MM 

Ol a mother N p AWWers 

mon Oy D. EB Cu 

praying 

the « 

IY 11 TM 

MV middie Hie 

mn chal hood 

Wuex rue Devin Sow The seods of vie 

wre drog ped to young hearts in nearly every cas 
between sunset and bed time, away from hom 

The boys and girls tep out of the family girels 
and spend their tim how! lu JU ming mone 
they never earned opening the doors of confed 
tionaries and soda fountains, of beer and tobace: 
shops, of the circus, the negro minstrels, the re 
taurant, and dance; then follows the Sunday driy 
and the « Mupany of those whose ste ps tuke hol* 

on hell, In forty-nine cases out of fifty, the des 
tinies of children are fixed between the BEON ¢ : 
eight and sixteen, those few years, when the dev 
will preempt the precious soil, unless the parent 

| are vigilant to make home wore stiractive that 

| the streets, 

Happioess is made up of small pleasures, snd « + 
mestic peage 18 the column which tliese light tre © 
eried grace and attorn 

a he. 


