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THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST. 
A SERMON : BY REV, W, MORLEY PUNSHON, M, A, 

“ Why seek ye the living among the dead.” 

Luke xxiv. b. 

The love with which the Saviour inspired the 

meek women who [ollowed him, was not quenched 

by the “many waters” of his passion and of his 

Cherished hopes, indeed, had been cruelly 
werandisement had 

The 

The 

sepulehre of 

death. 

blighted ; dreams of personal 

been shown to be impossible of fulfilment. 

cross was a marvellons mortifier of ambition, 

tomb might the 

faith, and the bewildered ones, who had failed to 

penetrate the real glorification of the Messiah, 
might have been excused 1 they declined to follow 

well have become 

him farther, now that the grave had closed upon 

his bodv. But the strong atlection of these loving 

hearts prevailed over the scanty faith of these per 

plexed understandings, and, though there hardly 

irked within them 

faith 1 

1ad interred nm the sepul hre each patriotic 

though they spoke of their 

| | 
pe and each personal dream of freedom, their 

not cold. It burned 

hearts still; it tinged their history 

n the past tense, 

we had grown in then 

with a melan 

choly sadness ; and it drew their charmed foot 

steps“ very early in the morning” to the place 
where Jesus lay, Yon can fancy their wonder, 

when, laden w ith the spices and the ointments 

th which the loving work of embalmeunt was 

to be performed, they eame to the pulchre on 

oe morning of the third day, and, instead of the 

vast stone and the imperial seal, the pompon 

lery and all the imposing attestations of burial, 

they found a vacant neighbourhood, a removed 

barrier, a disused shroud, a forsaken tomb, and a 

on ot angels which said that he whom they 

WJ seen “quie tly inurn’d” in the grave, was alive ? 

With what eagerness of recollection would they 

themselves to recall all that he had said to 

wim while he was yet with them! How many 

had often tried 

vain would this wondrous event interpret | 

ras whieh they lo ZU LEA 

With 

what intensity of affection would they ching to the 

en Saviour, and how diligently would they set 

emselves to be more fully instructed in his pur 

that they bh fitter instraments 

r the work which he had chosen them to do: 

HORUCH, mignt CON 

irethren, it is with like purpose that I want vou 

y accompany me this morning, that we mav to 

ther journey to behold the place where they 

WW 

Isl J's before 

together in his 

d together the 

nd watched, 

id wonder-strrcken, with the dis pl 

Lhiave oft been 

We 

fountain of Tra sfiguration 3 

d him, 4] 

have climb 

awed 

, Ah | | red 

they entered into the ond, We saw hi 

ml onee troubled by the darkening shadow ; wi 

tened together to his last parse : and now let 

us gro to hb FIAVe, that woe may w nD, that we may 

worship, that W may b Hs rag | hal we may 

be encouraged there We need not he atfrighted 

I l HO place of sku Is: Ho deou HAL Ol 

g eath strronnd it: no horrors of th dissevered 

Bchiarnel meet our terrified paz 

“No festering limb and rotten bone 

In dire confusion tossed.” 

wend our ind 
| | : 

troll into a garden 

1 th folinge 

it 1s but a winter 

WHY ami among 
: 
Howers: 

and if, through our tears. we rrope wilderingly ; “ 
for a tht of the body, the rebuking angels, who 
Are alway ther . LJ k to u In Lig ianguage ol 

fhe text Why seek ve the living amcng the 
wlead { He is not here, but is 1 no: remember 

how he spake Hato you when Lie was vet in Gah 

Joo, 
I'here 1s no special appropriatend 10 a medita 

Rion of this sort to a certain seaso Our hopes 
Fira naturally in the spring time to the thought of 

Fesurrection, because nature si rests 1b around 1 

‘1 the winter we want it most, when nature 
Bitterly stent, when it requires an eftort of thought 
X I of fuith to imagine that there can ever be an 

Aster to all, and when, in the sombroness of the 

E. wow which greets our every foot Lop, wo are 
R wildered and perplexed, and no | “y strain to 
cep up the vigour of our piritual Life 
R Just let us look, then—and it is important that 
» should often be reminded of it first, as to the 
Wordences, and then as to the purposes of thi 
Becond ite of Jesus-~the life after el fixion 
Bin order we may be the better encovrnged for 
Bhat life which we are to live in him, and for that 
Work which he has given us to do, 

I. AS 10 THE EVIDENCES oF ( HRIST'S RESUR 
BE CTL 

It wa necessary, of course, that the resurred 
Bon of Christ should be fenced round with iin 
Proguable evidences. "T'his is munif t, if yon 
Sousider the piace which it holds in those massive 
ets upon which the Christian syst 
and the 

m is founded, 

often given to nt 
) the “If Christ be not risen, 
C0 18 our preaching vain, and your faith is also 

sain, And in this age of 
Sought, when speculators “ rush in” 
001510 Ps were never chartered 1 

prominence which is 

acred writing 

8) 

rash and daring 

where then 

0 tread, and when 
mon, in *OCIINg modesty aud in depre cating hum 
leness, go digging about the fuundat Ons or our 

hristia faith to undermine thew, there is the 
that should *“ mark well her 

ulwarks, aud count hen towers,” that 

reater reason we 

We Tuay 
" ’ . 

’ I'hey 

reality olf miracios, and who speak 

sOine Hipparitly, some strongly 
3 a) 

= L i them to the gonerations 10 come 

ho deny the 

about then as 
atters for derision rather than forargument, would 
)» wall to remember that their denial of wii 
) absolute deninl of Christianity itself, 
irrection of Christ is the greatest and sublimest 
all miracles, and if they disprove this then the 

ith of ull believers 18 dead 
8 It were im 
Wurces of 

i ls A IN 

for the re 

possible, ol course, to seck out new 
evidence in proof of the historical fuet, 

even ifthe ingenuity of the mind were to essay it, | 
ey would lack, of necessity, some of the strength 

d venerablencss of the proofs of the former time. 
1¢ Vintage might be extensively adv rtised and 

Pitically praised, but it would 

Won, aud no man, 
yl 

inck the ancient 
having tasted the old wine, 

| desire the new, tor he would say, * The old 
better,” 
Pos 
Phere are both external and internal lines of 

oof which guard this great and sublime doctrine 
the Christian faith. 
The resurrection of Christ i 
hrist, This, in ancient tin b Was never doubted IL was reserved for the infil, ity of the moderns assail, 

ILDURRCS saw dice, ! : hun I'he Roman governor 
ficially aflirmed him to be dead, The blood 

<u 
iW 

hearts of his disciples, especially the hearts of the 

n hope of the resurrection, | 

wolves the death of | 

: A million an | w-hialf of nwe-stricken | 

and the water issuing from the spear-wound of the 

soldier, showing that both the pericardium and 
the heart had been pierced, determined him to be 
dead, and the soldiers, when in their barbarous 

mercy they brake the legs of the malefactors that 
were crucified with him—* when they came to 

Jesus and saw that he was dead already, they 

brake not his legs,” It was an established fact, 

then, that in the davs of Pontius Pilate, Jesus of 
Nazareth did actually die, 

Then another important fact, the second in the 

series of proofs, 1s that Christ was buried. Inter 

ment was not often granted to erucified criminals, 
| : 
but Providence overruled the sordidness of the 

cautious scribes and priests in order to multiply 
| . . . 

the witnesses of the vesurrection, Joseph of 

Arimathea, a rich man and an * honorable coun 

| cillor,” begged the bady of Jesus, and with decent 

with respect it 

There was no pomp of gables, 

observance and 

laid mn the 
no mockery of nodding plumes, no hired mourners 

wailing in the cold traffic of unfelt sorrow : bat 

customary WAS 

tomb. 

the mourners ot the heart were there. znd the 

stone that was rolled before the place of his sepul 

chre was rolled there by regretful hands. Do 

| you think i suspicious that these last offices 
| shonld have been performed by the friends of 

Jesus! Do vou think it was a very foolish thing 

for Pilate, the governor, to have given up the 

body 4 The to 

| thought with yon in this matter, and, to prevent 

ind obtained 

seribes and priests seem have 

spollation or jugglery, thev desired 

an tmperial seal and y of watching soldiers, 
’ 

HY trooj 

You remember, too, that the sepulchre was a 

cavity hewn out ot a rock, who Q ribs de 

here 

granite u 

fied the robber's power, Was no aperture 

out of which the body could be urreptitionsly 

onveved : the only entrance that could be gained 

to it was by rolling away the stone It 18 not un 

| Hnport int, therefore, to remember that the Sav our 

was buried, 

Lhen another fact, the third in t > SCries, pa 

tant to the world, patent from the exultation of 
Christ's friends, patent from the dismay of Christ's 

[ enemies, 18 hal Lhe sepulehre somelow or other, y 

was empty on the third day The women, won 

dering as they went ) pay their adoration, found 

The soldiers, wondering t to 

the ened pri sts who had hired them, and told the 

tidings that it empty The 

sent to enquire tho truth of this 

i empty wont 

Wis men who were 

nto SLrange 

Story” eame and found it empty ; there were the 

clothes, there were the Sploes, but there was no 

body. The sepulchre was empty on the third 
day. 

hen comes the How came the sep ll question 

hre to b emply Only two theories, that § 

know ol, hay ever been put forth to solve the 

problem of the empty sej Lr Lhe rulers said 

the body was stolen out of it: the di ples said 

that the body had risen from it No other solu 

tion to the problem has ever been given or at 

tempted Well, let us examin t for a mo 

ment, the rulers’ theory, If the body wa len 

It must have been en, of rae, either by the 

(riends or by the cucinies of Jesus: one or th 

Other of then mn i We committed the astoun 

ing | 113 Now mm anitest upon the face of 

the matter that t/ WEIN Christ had no mo 

Ll ’ ept the retention of the | n the grave, 

for if they had kept it the t could have been 

{ V1 | I, and would ha overed the Re i 
decmer’s cause WL ond with the shiame and the 

ignominy of detected 1mpostun Lhey, ther 

fore, were neither perpetrators nor abettors of the 

deed, Then Lis friends, his d ciples; must have 

been the doers of the wron anc this saving 1s 

manmonly reported amon the Jey until th 

InY ut | Ww 1 ha \ O I ieinber the un 

probability which | I's nl | such a Up pos 

Lion Mer )f if hearts might, perhar have 

| anned such a daring ventor but the d ples 

wero cowards in ther Master Hie time when 

he was close at hand to wir them they quatled 

and stammered if an one Fusp gted that they be 

fonged to him, or hinted that they were his fol 

lowors, and at the first blush of danger “they all 

wilh one accord forsook him and Hed, Men of 

| great fmth might have risked something 1 order 

Ww realize the acecomplsbinent of a brilbaot dream, 

but the di ple "faith had died with their Mas 

ter § they had reely a hope loft that they 

hould ever bel) i him | VILY AUARIn and th Y 

were only half a wed of the truth which he had 

chosen them Lo desivet Mon of trong arm might, 

POrLaps, 1n the hardihood ol dosper ion have as 

wited a siiperior and well-d iphued loree ol vi 

Linge their number; but the timid fishermen, 

who had no faith in their own cau might a 

oon have dared a general 1 bellion ns to attack a 

oree ordered specially to wateh against their com 

i, and Hpose upon the bronzed veterans of thi 

Loman HEY, SCAT Jd with the wounds of many a 

campaign Besides, look at the palpable absur 

dity of the soldier's tale “The dis le COI 

and stole him away while we sl pt y has man 

vollons deed was done, if it was done at all, by 

twelve men against sixty whon Jerusalem wa 

filled with an excited zrowd, when the moon 
shone clearly in a cloudless Oriental sky, at the 

season of the Passover, when the streets wore 

thronged with witnesses at all hours of the night ; 
and, though the strict diseiy 

tary law ad judg wl death ne the Jes rvod penalty 

line of Roman mili 

of the sentinel’s slumber at hi post, we are required 
to believe that this inexorable drowsiness settled 
upon the whole troop together, that they sunk 
mto a slumber so opportune and so sudden that 

thie ) nor the 

the earthquake awoke the mm, and that 

that 

and conve 

neither rolling away of the stone, 

4 shock ol 

the disciples had so calculated their chance 
in the very moment of simultancous 
nient coma they improved the opportunity and 

carried off the body ! No, the 

parent the Host 

he trans 

He 
of the Wpoiogy only sols 

Is LOO 

to deceive even credulous 

brew, and the clumsiness 

in higher light the grandeur and the HUProssive 
ness of the truth, 

And then, if you consider, too, the manner in 
which the witnesses gave their testimony, your con 
viction will, 1 think, kindle into certainty, To 
attest the sincerity of the testificrs, as well as to 
prove the verity of their witne #%, you have but to 

Took at time, and place, and motive, Lrpostors 
generally travel imo lands remote, wait until a 
distant ime, and seek revenne of gain or of power 

| as the result of their persistent falsehood, The 
nposties allirmed the truth of the resurrection 

| while the tale thrilled through the city's heart, 
and made it beat faust with puises of hop or of 

The Eo ld it in the public places wliere 

he suffer ld, in the streets which his feet had trod 

| den, in the synagogues where he 

anger, 

had taught, in 
{the hall where he had been seonrged, on the 
mountain where he had wot his fate; in the 

» 

\ N 
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scenes all hannted with the ghostly memories of 

the murder did they tell to the cowed and craven 

{ 

murderers that this same Jesus, whom they had | 

 erucified, God had raised from the dead. Men do | 

| not lie without a motive. The unwillingness 
with which the disciples were “slow of heart to | 

believe” what they afterwards so fearlessly nro 

[ claimed frees them from the suspicion of self | 
deceived enthusiasts, and our faith may rest | 

securely upon the testimouy of these honest wit 

| though we cannot do 
| +) 2 

LIS occasion, 

nesses when we assure ourselves of arisen Saviour, | 

and of a defeated and deserted grave. 

The internal evidences is equally convineing, 

it on more than ntinate 

| and the spread of persecution for the testimony 

| Lalion, conving ng the most 

as to the resurrection of Christ. It is evident 

that the witnesses were not beaten by truth, or | 

they would not have been confronted and assailed 

by power. When the sword interposes the tongue 
and the pen have failed. 

the shackled bodies of the apostles were manifes 
therefore, of the lif tations, fe of Jesns, convincing 

witnesses both of their freedom from corruption 

cution had scattered abroad into many nations 
upon earth, and everywhere where they proclaim- 

ed it they found their 

but a power. [tis the clarion 
call of the highest mspiration yet; and when dark 

misgiving harasses our faith, or when msolent 

scepticism assaults our ancient trust, we need but 

visit the deserted scpulehre and behold the open 

grave, to find both an attestation of the character 
and an epitaph t 

idl be words not a marvel only, 

“ Josus is risen! 

o the memory of the tenant who 

once was there, but who is now declared to be the 

| Son of God, with power, by his resurrection from 

We might mention the existence | 

the dead. 

Again, look at the resnrrection of Jesus as a 
seal of the acceptance of his sacri fice, and, by con 

sequence, of infinite moment to confirm the hopes 

of the world, The great purpose of the incarn- 

| ation, to which all others were but subsidiary, was 

| the death of Christ, as a substitute for the sins of 

The fettered limbs and | 
the world. Yes, it was? We are not going to 
loosen our faith from this wncient anchorage, al 

| though there be flapping in the sails of the vessel, 

and of their freedom from enthusiasm, and we may | 
rest 

which they 

the dvad, 

confession out of villainy 

that Jesus 18 risen from Torture will 

wring , there are limits 

which even enthusiasm cannot voand all evi 

lence testifies that the apostles wore singularly 

and wonderfully sustained, that the 

indignities, that 

pass 

v resented not 

they bore persecution with calm 
ness, that th 

| iroted 

ey smiled in the faces of angry and of 

our faith on their testimony, on the sufferings | 

: : ’ 1 
adversaries, and that they walked among 

so cheerfully and so willingly bore, | 

yawning pet without a muarmar, and were intro 
dune I, not a few of them, into the stern presence 

of death itself, The headsman’s axe glittered tor | 

them, glhittered in sympathy with the revengeful | 
eyes which elamoured that they might fall : but 

they were not frightened, and did vot draw back 
from their testimony. Now as the truth and the 
pro f that Jesus was alive do pended upon then 

the 1) ne 

abundantly 

sustained 

in the suflerinegs which that wit 

witness, and a consolations 
‘ 
virom 

| endurance 

ness brought upon them, shere 1s an abundant | 

manifestation that thev Sore about in their bodies | 

the dving of the Lord J enns, that the life also of 

Jesus might be made manifest in their mortal 

flesh, 

Enough has been advanced, | am sure, to con- 

vinee you that, when your faith is exulting over the 

empty s pulehre, yOu are not rejoicing in a cun 

ning fuble, or in a fearful and widespread delusion 

that vou are right, all of you, when vou address 

your pravers to Jesus as to a living Savicur, and 
hat you aro right when von put vonr trast, vom 

whole trust, for present and everlasting life, npon 

him who died but who dicth 
11. 

anthenticated the fact of the resurrection, we Just 

once, HOW HO oro. 

It will profit us, brethren, if after we have 

meditate HE PR uhon \OTICAL PURPOSES WHICH 

(1 18 INTEND 10 WORK OUT IN © } 

Look at the resurrection as 7 restalion, 

Kat it as a seal, look at 1s ns an carnest, look 

: ) \ i CRCOUray {, look at is naticsia 
I 

I'nke this thought first. that it wa fulfilment 

Of the word of Sao plure nil | of the wo | of Christ, 

and therefore it was a vindication of ancient pro 

pheey and of the Persot al character of the Messiah 

well, The references that are made in the 

Word to the necessity for the resurrection are 

vory frequent frequent even in the Savieur's 

own mamstry, Among the holy men of old, 
belore whom Cod street Lid 1 th QIOWINL Visions 

{ the future uflferings of Christ and the glory 
which should follow while the rea vy eb slum be v 

lib the view) enti BY there were 
nroedietion wl h p inly. loretol that on the 

third dav he h I rise from tl lead, The 
mnonneement that mw should “make his grave 

with the with the ru 

stil ingly ftaltilled, in 

wicked, and mn hs death,” 

Was LL Ciroumstance ol 

from the 
| his burial, and in his une x pected transfer 

and loving faith its 

“We 
preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling 
block, nn l 

and evil spirits try to whistle up a breeze, 

to the Greeks foolishness, but to them 

that are called Christ the power of God, and Christ 

the wisdom of God,” The world is represented as 
being under the dominion of death, and of him 

“that hath the power of death,” and to bruise 
that power in its head, and to rescue the world 

from “the strong man armed,” to bind him, to 
spoil his goods, to abolish death by death, and to 

bring the long-hidden secrets of life and 
tality to hight 

th All that was required to con 

stitute a valid substitute, identity of nature, freedom 
from all hereditary or 

mmor 

these were the desions for which 

Messiah came, 

personal taint, and sup 

remacy to the law which had been broken by his 

clients, met in the person of Jesus. All that was 

required to constitute a perfect sacrifice, willing 

hood to suffer, capacity to tho suffen 

which bl neh d not at the Cross, but 

remained consecrate and heroic to the end, all met 

in the offering of Jesus. When the last 

was wrung from the victim, and the last 
promise was spoken, and the last mighty litany 

uprose in its majestic mercy, he said, “ It is finish 
ed,” and he died, The interval between the death 

and the resurreetion, although erowded with im 

boar 

LToan 

loving 

portant incidents, was not for a moment regarded 

with anxiety in heaven, where they knew the end 

from the beginning ; but to the wondering saints 

on earth it was a season of palpitating hearts, of 

strange expectation, and of fluttering hope s and 

fears, If ever there was a time when Suspense 

rested upon the destinies of man it was then, and 
doubt might have been excused its questionings, 

earnest search from the living 
Why bides that debtor Lh 

dungeon, gazing moodily thro the loop hol 

among the dead, In 

of his enforced retreat upon the sward, CArpet 

with emerald, in honor of the fair young spring 

Why, because the law has claims upon him 

because there 1s an ine xorable creditor, who 

exacts the uttermost farthing Why walks that 
{ debtor forth, ungvved and buoy Wt, oxcha ! 

piace of skulls to the garden, | remarkable 
Passage in the sixteenth Psalm, and St. Peter's | 

equally remarkable comment pon it in the Acts | 

of the Apostles, are conclusive proofs that the 
nse in which the ipostle remdered the old | 

prophoeoy that the “holy One” sh 1 “not seo | 

corruption,” wa that he should rise on the third | 
dny, because in those tropiea’ lntitud 

took place almost nnmedintely after wrils., Hence 

you remember the exclamation of M witha, suid ol 

the brother whom she loved so wily -** Lord, 
by this timo he | putrefi I, for he has been dead 

four days,” Our Lord, on two ons at least, 
pends his own character upon his resurrection 

When the Pharisees asked him for a sign-—for 
they were a people covetous of wonders, although 

the multiplication of wonders did 

their stubborn prejudice and unbehet 

ol overcome 

them to a marvellous faction their ow prophetical 

puatrefaction | 

Joss refors | 

history, when one of their own prophets had a 
resurrection trom the stran L ol toml \ “ As | 

Jonah was three days and three ni rhits in the | 

whale's {Y ly, sO shall the son of man be thre 0 

days and three n ghts 10 the bosom of the « arth.” | 

And the Hn, on another occas on, ho said, passing in 

rapid transition from the material temple to the 
costhior mple of the body, “De troy this ta mple, 

and in three davs | will raise it up again,’ It 
was in thn cuse as if he had sand “L'ry me by 

this: if the grave is a prison to ne, and not a 
Lemporal vy home or lodging, if the tomb whieh the 

ol "ny apart 

from the common Golgotha be not empty upon 
the third day, then write 

decent care friends will recure me 

’ Lm postor’ aguinst my 

name, and lot there come a scattering upon the 
cause which 1 have so laboriously tried to cs 
tablish If the body which yon have seen in 
aarnatoe he ne ver visible to YOu again, if vou soe 

the last of it, some of voi when it racked Upon 

the cross, some of you when you lay it with 
solomnity and with sorrow in the grave if 1 do 

Dot appear to you uttering its customary salu 
meredulous wong 

you by the tokens of the spear and of the nails, 
then let my namie let me 
be numbered wmong the false prophets of whom 

bo cast out as evil, then 

I huve so often told vou to beware” And yet 

this was the trmth which the npostlos  espo nlly 
procimimed-—=** Jesus is risen!” They sounded it 
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