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AN EVANGELICAL FAMILY NEWSPAPER FOR NEW BRUNSWICK

JOSEPH MoLEOD,]

Voru. le‘—-No. 43-.

““THAT coOD

SHERATON & (0,

Queen Street, Fredericton,

Have much pleasure in announcing
that they have received per
Steamship * Pantheon,” part
of their Fall Stock of

NEW  GOODS,

Consisting of —
Plain and Striped Winceys,
3% Taney Dress Goods,

Coburgs, Lustres, &c.,
- FRENCH MERINOES,

PAISLEY and WOOL SHAWLS,
Red, White and Grey

Flannels,

GLOVESAND HOSIERY,

GREY AND WHITE

SHIRTINGS,

DIAPERS,
Osnaburgs and Ducks,

Also—Another lot of
OAT BAGS,

cheaper than ever.

OUR MOTTO 1I8:—

Good Goods and Fair Prices,

¢~ Balance of Stock arriving daily.
SHERATON & CO,,

Queen Street.
Fredericton, Oct 18, 1867, i

SEPTEMBER 20, 1867.

ALBION HOUSE.

NEW GOODS.

Just received per Steamship Pantheon,

A large stock of Goods

Jor the present season.

DRESS GOODS,

in newest styles,

“Wincies and Tweeds,

in all colors and quality.

i&;@., White & Givey Flanne\s,
- ORIMEAN AND

‘2

FANCY FLANNELS,

O PRINTS, GINGHAWUS,

A

Stripe Shirtings, -Balmoral Skirtings,

 WOOL SHAWLS,

Clounds, Seavis, Woo\ Glowves,
'Osnab,urgh Towels,

- Bed Ticks and Hollands.
Grey and White Cottons,

very Cheap.

~ COTTON WARPS,
i $hvo .1 best imported. g
14 Vtu ¢ {

et iy ol oG Mette A8 i— . b
QUICK SALES and SMALL PROFITS.

4 S
"

B
s *

. Xour inspection is respectfully solicited.

a8

... JOHN THOMAS.

Fredericton, Oct 18, 1867. '

Che Fntelligencer,
THE CROSS OF CHRIST FIRST!

/ BY REV. THEO. L. CUYLER,

“First of all,” wrote Paul to the €hurch of
Corinth, “T delivered unto yon that Christ died
for our sins.” The “first of all” here does not
refer to priority of time; for Panl had soanded
the Gospel-trump through the streets of Ephesus,
and under tue shadow of Mouut Lebanon, before
he ever struck its key-note amid the voluptuous
tdolaters of Corinth, But it means that as the
principal thing he preaclied the cross of the eruci-
fiecd Saviour. The Alpha and the Omega of his
preaching was that * Christ Jesus died for our
sins.” This was bis faithful saying. Whatever
else came second, this always came first; what-
ever else he omitted, be never omitted the very
core and marrew of the Gospel of Salvation.

What Paul made first the Word of God makes
first also. The cardinal doctrine of the Bible is
that Christ died for the sinner’s sins. Other re-
ligious systems make prominent the character of
their snpreme being, or the life of its teachers, or
some ritual of worship. But the peculiar charac-
teristic of Christianity is ihe sacrificial death of
its divine founder. The Bible does not under-
rate Christian ethics, or the spotless example of

esus; but the sacrificial death of the Redeemer
transcends all other truths in significance and sav-
ing power, As Dr. Jas. W, Alexander once said,
“ He who would tear from the Gospel the atening
death of the Redeemer would drain away the vital
fluid from vein, and artery, and heart. Of all ob-
jects in the Gospel, that which stands in highest
relief is— the cross /' Of all its syllables, the most
sacred is—atoning blood.” Of all that my Bible
tells me of my divine Lord, the most preciouns and
the most memorable is that he laid down his life
tor my sins, If 1 covld deliver but one discourse
to a congregation made up of all the dwellers on
the globe, this should be my text—* Curist Jesus
died for our sins.”

This is the text that has rang round the world
wherever pure Christianity has found a voice,
This is the truth that shook pagan Rome to its
foundations, and has been an overmatch for the
proudest iufidelity, This is the truth that has
lain warmest and closest to the Chrstian’s heart
in every age. This 1s the trath that awakens sin-
ners and converts sonls. The tonchstone of every
ministry 1s, Does the man preach Christ and him
crucified ? Wherever the most spiritual power is
developed from a pulpit, wherever sin ismost fear-
lessly assailed, and wherever the richest revivals
have been enjoyed, there has there commounly
been the most faithful preaching of the searching
and saving doetrine of the Cross.  For one, [ hold
that it is the imperative duty of every Christian
minister to thunder against oppressior, and injus-
tice, and intemperance, and frand, and licentious-
ness, and covetonsness, and Sabbath desecration :
but the true vantage-ground from which to assail
all these tremendous sins is beside that eross
where Jesus died to condemn ail sin and  to save
the sinner. '

It 1 were a member of a vacant church, seeking
for a pastor, my first question would be, Does the
candidate for our pulpit understand, and believe,
and prcach that the atoning Llood of Jesus is the
only means to save a guilty sinver?  No matter
what his erudition or his eloquence, if he lacked
this “one thing needful.” From the most learn-
ed or the most brilliant discourse, that has no
atoning Saviour in it, the hungry, unsatisfied be-
licver comes away mournfully complaining, * He
has taken away my Lord, and | know not where
Lhe has laid bhim.”

Bat not every preaching of Christ’s death is
either scriptural or soul saving. Theodore Parker

age that makes one’s blood run eold. One man
teaches tiiat Jesus died simply to display his torti-
tude and his sincerity to a principle. A quarter
of a million American heroes have lately display-
ed all this on a hundred battle-ficlds. Another
wan teaches that Jesus died to set an example.
Another, that he died to reveal the wickedness of
sin, and to make men ablor it.  Bat, in our hum-
ble judgment, none of these theories m eet the tre-
mendous necessities of a sinful world, or the mighty
demand of this plain Gospel record—* Christ Jesus
died for our sins.” . This alone meets the demand ;
it was a sacrifice for human sin, It was a voluu-
tary saciifice ; it was a vicarious sacrifice. Christ,
having become man, offered himseif as our repre-
sentative, and in our stead, to make an expiation
by his death for sinful men. By this sacrificial
death Christ satisfied the demands of nrghteous
justice, He exhausted the punishment due to sin
in his own blecding person,  IHis iniinite diguity
gave to his atouing death an infinite value. Who-
svever believes in and aceepts this atoning Saviour
with heartfelt ith and obedience, receives pardon,
grace, and the promise of everlasting life,  Every
living ereature 1s invited to believe and accept the
offered Saviour ; and no man perishes for want of
an atonement, God so loved the world that he
guve his only begotten Son, that whosoever be-
leveth in him should not perish, but have ever-
lasting life. The three great ideas connected with
the atonewent of Jesus are sabstitution, sacrifice
salvation, Christ became our substitute, and snﬂ'c.r-
ed for us, Christ became our sacrifice, and laia
down his life to take away our guilt. Churist se-
cures salvation to every true believer and faithful
follower, ;

These three ideas are distinetly affirmed in
scores of passages in the inspired Worl of God,
In these three points the vast body of Christian
believers agree.  This has been the cornmon faith
of Christ’s chureh from the day of Pentecost.

| Paul preached this glorious doctring of the Cross

under the shadow ot the Parthenon, Luther
preached this to slambering Europe, and it rose
from the dead, Calvin taught this. Cowper sang
it in celestid] strains amony the water-lilies of the
Ouse. John Wesley proeiaimed it to the colliers
of Kingwood, and the swurthy minf,-rs of Curnu‘rall.
Spurgeou thunders this doctrine of the Cross into
the ears of peer and peasant, with a voice * like
the sound of many waters.” The heartof Christen-
dom has ever held to this as the heart of Chinistian
ibeoldgy—-“ Christ Jesus died for our sins.”

Paul placed this precious trath * first of a! .
He hung it as high, and distinct, and clear as God
hangs the mornjng-star. Where the great Apostle
placed it the Chugch of Jesus Christ Las ever kept
it—the pre-eminent ensign and glory of the whole
people of God.  Whoever seeks to lower this en-

»

sign commits 4 more fearful tieason than he who
first aimed a traitor’s gun at his country’s stand-

ard on the battlemeuts of Sumt’_or.-'--Iudependent.

sometimes spoke of the dying Redeemer in langu- |

\

IN ALL THINGS MAY BE CLORIFIED THROUCH JESUS CHRIST.”

SAINT JOHN, NEW BRUNSWICK, FRIDAY, OCTOBER 29, 1867,

‘ DEVOUT WORSHIP ESSENTIAL TO PRACTI-
4 CAL HOLINESS.
BY REV. HORATIO N, POWERS, D. D:

As the human body cannot accomphish its prop-
er work without suitable food, so the son! cannot
in its higlrer sphere, withont its appropriate nour-
ishment.  This noarishment is divine, and must be
sought from its heavenly souree, and by method,
consistent with the nature of the creature and the
will of God. Devout worship stands iu the same
relation to practical godhiness as materal food to
physical health, and the uses of the corporeal sys-
tem. While it is claimed Ly scme that all usetul
activity is worship, it must be remembered that
whatever is done acceptably, is done throagh the
insniration of the Highest, and that the praise of
it belorgs to Him. *“ Labor is worship,” only
when the heart that directs the toil is the home of
divine love. _

We are not ofthose who think that the religion
of Christ consists merely in psalin singing and
| pious ejaculations. It isa life flavoring the whole
character of the man—setting his activities to the
noblest uses—thrilling hs consciousness with the
reality -of God, and blossoining out in all sweet
graces and holy affections. Right here in this
world he must iilustrate the mind of Jesus, What !
that mind is those alone comprehend, who, in the
effulgence of the gospel, discover all wnoral love-
liness that they can ask or think. Yet how much
of his time, his energy, his concern must be oc-
cupied with what is ofthe earth, How close often
must be his contact with things base and perish
ing. How manifold are his besetments amid
the snares of business, the seductions of pleasuve,
and thestragele for a temporal subsistence.  With
what compiicated interests is he invoived in lis
domestie, social, political, industrial relations,
and how subtie and potent are the banefu! influ-
ences that touch she current of his daily life,
Dark providences shut him in. Prosperous for-
tune fee.ds his pride and flatters his vanity. e is
disheartened by disappointment and stunped by
misfortune, His nataral hemt cries for carnal
gratification.  Life’s great mysteries perplex him
and the plots of Satan are thick on every hand.
| Now to maintain the integrity of a blameless dis-
cipleship that advances in vietorious strength and
enjovment. how alert and discriminating must be
bis spintual understanding, and how rich the re-
inforeements of Nothing, indeed, but

his soul.
the living consciousness of the obligations and
privileges of his high calling shall prompt those
efforts and ensure that unswerving loyalty to the
cross in which the Christian graces sha!l wobly
mature,  But how shall thns delicacy and accura-
cy of spiritual perception, this heroic varpose and
endurance, this robust virture, this obedience of
faith and magnanimity of charity be gained and
kept, except throngh irequent contaet with the life
of God in Jesus Chirist? Yes, it is prayer—piayer
in which every avenue of one's nature is thrown
open to welcome the blessed Comforter—prayer
in which he flings himself in utter, unhesitating
trast upon the Lord, his righieousness—praver
that in adoring vision realizes the meaning of the
apper glory=—praver in which, in the apprehen-
sion of the Saviour's redecming love, the soul has
no will but Iis, and no desire bus his glorious im-
! age—it is prayer hike this that fits the Cliristian
| for the severest work and experience of his mors
tal state.” In these secret wrestlings at the throne
of mercy are gained the mortal victories that are
illustrated before the world, In deep commun-
ings with Jesus are hived the sweet tempers and
affections that siied such fiagrance on the domes-
| tic and social air.  He who comes from his closet
| with heart aglow with a holy fervor will not pur-
sue the phautoms of time with intemperate haste.
He who thriils with love caught in communion |
| with his adorable Lord will not ¢herish the guile, |
the lust, the enmities that rankle in carnal hearts.
With the jov of the Spirit sweetening his temper
and coloring his hopes with a celestial light, he
will not hunger for illicit pleasares, nor seek the
vauites that allure and betray. Penetrated with
the sense of the Redecmer’s sufferings, discover-
ing the weanings of providential discipline, and
learning the compensations of the invisible world,
he can bear lus heaviest trials with hopeful pa-
tience, can rejoice ever iu tribulations, and come
off wore than conqueror through him that loved
him,

There is no safety to the Christian but.in the
armor of righteousness ; but he puts on it only as
heis born into Christ.  There is no victory for him
but through the wight of the Holy Spirit, but this
he gains onlwin utter conseeration to the High-
est.  He who would be kept clean from the pollu-
tions of the world even while walking in its vilest
wavs, must lcave his closet and the sanctuary with
the dew of holiness upon his heart. He who
would minister most graciously to the sin-sick
ar.d sorrowful, must come down fiom the moun-
taiu of prayer with bis face shining with the radi-
ance of the better land.  To keep alive a sense
of duty and responsibility, to be safe from false-
ness and foulness and a hateful pride, we must so
warn Christ in the warmth and scerecy of our de-
votions as to go forth into the world with his in-
spiring life pulsating with our own,

O bow few comparatively learn the power and
L the securities of a  spiritual worship, and the
mighty remforcements of the grace of God.
Some who bave named the name of Jesns rush
from theit chambers in the imorning and into them
again at evening almost forgettul of their heaven-
ly Foiend,  Many muamble over their prayers as if
there was somge charm in the mere recital of sol-
¢mn phrases upon their knees.  And many never
gather around the family altar nor join i the ve-

praise and praver. No wonder that soanany who
once entered on the Christian race falter and fall
outof the way, and bring odium upon the church
by their apostacy and sin, p
Chiristian, if you would go bravely to your |
work, be it ever so exacting, gather largely the |
strength that 1s found in sceret prayver. If you |
would bear your ills meekly, yea, with a sercne
joy, enter deeply into the mind of Christ by a pre-
vailing faith ; 1f yon would grow in all beautiful
virwnes, it you would excel in saintly graces, if
vou would have your cares, your trials, your most
bitter experiences help mature in you the choicest
fruits of holiness, then rest on that great and lov-
ing Heart that is nearest inthe hour of your most
conscions need, and that is ever touched with the
feeling of your iufirmities, O these hours of
rayer ! these Lines of joyous. converse with the
tul‘d who loved ns even when we were sinners,
bow their memory even sheds benediction upon
onr heads, colors the dusty ways of the world with

titions of those who meet in honor of Jesus for |

a celestial glow, scatters dew and. fragrance upon

the heart that otherwise would grow parched and
sad, and suggests the deep securitios and unailoy-
ed blessedness of the skies 1—Zion's Hearld.

THE CARES OF LIFE.
Life has much of the bright sunlight of poetry,
but it has also its share of the dark shadows ot
reality. We may not find this out at first, but

as we advance in vears the troth will foree itself |

upon us. - The vivacity of youth may make men
unmindful of life’s burdens for a time, but when
that jovons period has passed, the heavy weight
will inevitably be felt. It is not best that even
vouth thould be without a reasonable share of care,
since this 1s a most excellent discipline for the
complete development of the soul, Ienece it is
mistaken Kindness for parents to seek to relieve
their children of all responsibility. It is well for
them to bear the yoke while young ; then it will
not be so wearisome when they develope to ma-
turity.  Yet it 1s a sad sight to see children pre-
maturely old with care, and the varied bardships
of a life of poverty, perchance of shame, A well-
disciplined soal will have escaped both these ex-
trémes, and will enter the active duties of life
thoroughly prepared by the minor trials of child-
hood to grapple with the more serious difficulties
of maturer years,

The cares of tife are varied, yet in some form
thev press on every heart. None can escape
them by change of business or of location.. Oue
class of cares may, in this way be avoided, but
another sort will soon take their place. When
we fully understand that we cannot 1o any way be
free from anxieties, we will probably be better
prepared to meet and to overcome them. They
come to us from all the relations and emplovments
of life. The business man finds care while he
plans for the greatest success, and sometimes bis
cares are increased by the total failure of all his
plans. The errors he makes adds to his perplex-
ity. -Errors are the inevitable ascompaniments of
all efforts to learn. The apprentice-boy often cuts
himself before he learns how to use edge tools.
The wise man and the foolish man are alike in
making mistakes. DBut the differerce is scen in
this : tbe ftoolish man repeats his errors, and fails
to learn wisdom by experience, while the wise man
1s careful not to err in the same particular a second
tine,

Our domestic relations are often a source of
care, To provide bread for the tamily, to watch
over the health of the little ones, to train them for
usefulness and for heaven, is a task that of neces-
sity brings anxiety. This 1s no argument against
marriage, unless it can be shown that a life of
ceiibacy is void of care, Even if this were so, we
should 1nsist upon_ the superiority of the married
state, inasmuch as, after all its cares arc deducted
from the gross amount of happiness, the nett sum
remaining is far beyond all the happiness known
by those who think to avoid cure by remaining
single.  Still, it must be admitted that the cares
incident to the proper support and trainiug of a
family are heavy and namerous,

The different eares of lite often put the soul to |

a fiery test. The patience is tried: the heart
writhes under them and longs for deliverance. It
is sometimes very hard to say : * The Lord’s will
be done” When one's hopes are crushed, and
the bleeding heart feels desolate, resignation is
more easily commended than practised. What a
trial of faith ! How hard 1o believe at such times
that * all things work together for good to them
that love God !”  Qur cares are too often suffered
to interfere with our religious enjoyment. They
come to us in our moments of private devotion,
and steal upon us in the house of God, They
often cling to us like barnacles to a ship, impeding
progress and threatening 1uin,  Yet we need not
sutfer these cares of life to destroy us. There is

| Oue watches over us with a Father's loving eye.

If we but act toward Him like children, we will
lnerease our happiness, - There 18 no sight more
interesting than a little child trusting everything
to its parents, and feeling perfectly safe 1 their
presence. This is what we may call unconscious
faith. The ckild is not aware of any effort neces-
sary to confide in its father ; indeed, it wouald re-
quire a strong cffort for it to do anvthing else.

Oh ! could we but be educated to this point of |

ckildish, urconscious faith in God, how greatly
would the cares of life be lessened, how much
would our happiness be increased! By ¢ casting
all our care upon him,” we relieve ourselves of a
burden that otherwise would be too intolerable
for us to bear.

This does not by any means encourage indo-
lence, or absolute carelessness for the future.
While easting our care on God, we mnst continue
faithful in every relation of life, and diligent in
every daty,  We may lay our plans for the future,
and hopefully look for results. If those results
shall be as expceted and desired, God be thank-
ed ; if otherwise, we will be resigned, and still say :
Praise the Lord. While we faithfully do our
duty, we need have no anxiety for the future ; we
may safely lcave that to God, Olrvesources are
limited, his are boundless: if one fails, he has
another, In some way he will care for ns, and
bring us safcly out of troublé.— Methodist.

ammmmn S —

(From the Examinver and Chrounicle.)
INSIDE EVIDENCE THE BEST.

Many books have been written upon the gen-
uineness of the holy Soriptures, to ascertain whe-
ther they were written by the men whose name
they bear, Sach labor is valuable to the theolo-
gian; but to the simple-heatted behever the in-
teroal evidence of the divine origin and authenti-
city of the Bible is infinitely more satisfactory
than the external. It satisfics all our spiritual
wants, A fair comparison of the Bible with the
sacred books of heathen nations reveals at onee its
vast superiority, The Maxims of Contncius, the
Hindoo Vedas, the Zendavesta, the writings of
the Greek philosophers and the Koran all contain
beautiful thoughts ; but these are buried in a mass
of revolting superstitions,  Every intelligent man
who reads them knows that they are the inven-
tions of an untamed imagination, or the creations
of deliberate impostare. The internal evidence
convicts them of fraud, fanaticism and hypocrisy,

But the miore closely we study thie Bible, the
more fally are we convinced of its adaptation to
our spiritual wants. Its precepts are all salutary,
and if obeyed, would make earth resemble heaven.
The first Psaln, for instance, has divine trath
enough in it to save a world. If an intelligent
wan, who had no knowledge of divine wuth,
should find it in the street, and carefully read,
mark and inwardly digest its contents. he would
provounce it divine, aud make it the guide of bLis

[Editor and Proprietoi.

| life.  The sermon on the Mount commends itself
with still greater force to the conscience of the
reader. No unprejudiced person could read it,
for the first time, without feeling in his inmost
soul the truth of the beatitudes. We are so con-
stituted that we: cannot, if we would, denv the
fitness of such traths to mmake men wise and good. |
[ Mr. Robinson, when taking leave of his Puiitan
' brethren at Delft-Haven, said : * God has more
light to break forth from His Holy Word,” * *
“1 beseech vou, remember it—"tis an article of
your church eovenant—that you be ready 1o re-
ceive whatever truth shall be made known to you
| from the written Word of God.”

It must be remembered, in interpreting  the
| BDible, that the truths revealed are universal and
ipr'r[uluul,' but the individuals or nation to whom
| they were communicated were limited by time,
| place and ecircumstances, The langnage, stvle
| and costame of the thoughts are all wodified by
|

the age, nations, and per-ons through whom
they were communicated. The free agency, the |
temperament, the popular modes of iliustration,
were not changed by the Holy Spirit.  God made
use of the men who spake as they were moved by
i the Holy Ghost, as they then existed. The thoughts
were divine ; the dress;, symbols and modes ot ex-
pression were human., Hence, every one of the
forty or fifty writers of the Bible exhibits his own
pecubanties,

Isaiab is seif-possessed, sublime,

fearless, sometimes dclmlu‘iulm.\'. a Hebrew of the
Hebrews, His imagery is all peculiar to Lis own
age and nation. When he looks with prophetic
eye down the long vista of coming ages, and catche
a glimpse of the new heaven and new earth where-
in dwelleth righteousness, he presents a picture of
exalted, gloritied Jewish life. Zion is still the
centre of light and the monntain of the Lord's
house is to be established on that holy mount, and
all nations are to flow to it. Ezekiel lived in a
different age. He is excitable, imaginative, en-
thusiastic. His Hebrew
by Orieutal imagery.,

education was modified
The scenery, skies, rivers,
symbols, and language of his prophecy all belong
to the East, and reveal the captivity and its influ-
ences, Daniel was a devout Hebrew, modified by
a long residence in an Oriental Court. He ex-
pressed his thoughts in the glowing language,
bold types and almost hicroglyphic symbols of the
people with whom he lived. The court, camp,
palace, armies, the pomp and splendour of a Per-
sian monarchy, all affected his thoughts and stvle;
hence his language is gorgeous, grand and 11 Po-
; sing.  Each of these prophets must be interpret-
ted with careful reference to all these peculiar-
ities,

The Bible is written by numerons authors, ex-
tending through long periods of history, vet they
all. harmonize when nghtly interpreted.  They
agree in the truths they utter ; but differ widely
in temporament, style and illustrations, One
mind suggested the truths they: tanght; divers
tongues, with strange accents, repeated them.
The casket which contains the jewels was local,
national and peenliar ; but the jewels themsclves
| are ever glorious, ever bright, ever the same, like
their Divine Aathor. Many of the psalms and
prophecies commemorate national events, and
have a specific application to the day and hour
when they were penned; yet they have, also
*a springing and germinating acecomplishment
thronghout many ages.” The sacred page must
be read by the light of bygone years, The past
must be revived. The interpreter must, in imagi-
nation, stand where the prophet stood, to appre-
| ¢iate his burning words, his bold ietaphors, or his

! Oriental symbols,

} We have now bat few things in common with

‘tlm Jews, except sin and human wants, The
same sun and moon shine on as; but the soil,

scenery and social life are as different from theirs
as a Cathedral 1s from the Temple of Solomon,
Forgetting these vast changes wronght by distance
of time and place, and by new inventions and dis-
coveries, the interpreter faithful to the letter often
life from the word. Some author
compares the Bible, in its natural beanty, to a
glorious bird, instinet with joyous life, of dazzling
plumage and thrilling song, soaring on outstreteh-
' ed wing in mid-heaven, glittering in the sun's ravs
( and filling the air with musie ; but the rationalists
| or Fteralists kills that noble bird, skins, stuffs,
and exhibits him to his admiring disciples, aund
alls the process analysis or exegesis !

S ————

dissects the

Many in-
| terpreters of divine trutly reveal their own opwiiong
| instead of * the mind of the Spirit.”  They strive
' to show their own ingenuity rather than the di-
vine wisdom. We must come to the Word of
GGod, as we enter the kingdom of heaven, like hit-
| tle children, The warm, loving heart, and the
Ilwli«-\/in:_; spirit, are better aids in interpreting

i(;\)ll’ﬁ \\'ul'd lll:ul lfhiinlugy Qr l)hlln\vp!:\'. T»’»\‘Mf
ure good allies, but fallacious guides, The doer
and the knower of the truth are usually one. “ e

that docth truth,” said Christ, * cometh to the
light,”

— - —

(From the New York Observer)
CITIES OF THE BIBLE.
THE CIIEF CITY OF THE

About 3780 vyears ago, Abraham and Lot
separated from each other, because their substance
was so great that they could not dwell together
' in peace,  And Lot—looking for a place where
' he might settle—* lifted np his eyes and beheld

all the plain of Jordan, that it was we!l watered,
even as the garden of the Lord.” Then he chose
this fertile spot tor his home; “and they separated
themselves the one from the other. Abrabam
Iwelled in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelled in
the ecities of the plain, and pitehed his tent toward
Sodom,”  (Gen. 13.)

These * cites of the plain” were five in number :
Sodom, Gomorrab, Admah, Zcboim and Zoar or
Bela, (Gen. 14:2,) Sodom appears to have
been the principal one; but almost the first thing
we are told of it is, that the inhabitants “ were
wicked and siuners before the lord exceedingly.”
Next, we learn of the battle of the five kilnig; of
these cities with four other kings. At this time

| Lot was taken prisoner, but was réscued and
brought back by Abrabam,

The next time that Sodom is spoken of is where
| God revealed to Abraham hisintention to destroy

the eity together with Gomorrah, because their
81n was very grievous. At which Abrakam offers
his beautiful and pcrscvcrfng prayer to the Lord
not to destroy the eity, for the sake of the fow
righteons who might be fonnd thercin, (Gen. 18.)
God’s unwearied listening and repeated answers
to these petitions are very comforting ; showing

PLAIN,

Not even while there should be ten righteous per-
sons found it the city, would be destroy it,

Whole No. 719.

| stroy the place. And
| them forth, they said, * Escape for thy life; look

| of escaping to the mountain,
city, he said, and was near to flee unto.
Lanswer to his petition, he was allowed to go there

{and the httle citv was spared when the others of
the plain were overthrown,

covered by its waters or not.

not while we have the feeblest agmrk of f:nth,
leacding us to pray “for Jesus' sake,” will he des
strov any of us!

We suppose that there were not even “ten

| righteons” found in that wicked eity, for we next
| read that there came two angels to Lot, as he sat

in the gate of Sadom ; and they warned Lim to
flee with his family, fog the Lord intended to de-
en the angels had brought

not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the plain :

| escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed.”
Then Lot prayed that he might be allowed to find

refuge in the city of Zoar, which was near, instead
[t was but a little
So, in

* Therefore the name
of the eity was called Zoar,"—which meauns little

| —its former name being Bela,

Lot’s wife, as they were going toward the city
looked back, disobeving the command of the angels
aud beeame “a pillar of salt.,” Then the Lord
rained fire and brimstone out of heaven upon So-
dom and upou Gomorrah, and overthrew those
cities and all the plain, and all the inhabitants of
the eities, and that which grew upon the ground.

Aund so the beautiful plamn, which was even as
the garden of the Lord, became a desolate. and
barren spot, *never to be inhalbited nor dwelt in
froin generation to generation.”  (Isaiah 13 ; 20.)

There has been much discussion in rvgurd to

]

the spot where these cities stood : and wise men
will continue to discuss the question, always, |
suppose 3 though they mayv never be able to settle
it. Many persons are of the opinion that the
cities stood at the southern end of the Dead Sea,
and were enonlfed in its waters, the sea thereby
becowing enlarged. Others that this
could not have been the case, because the southes
ern part of the sea was not visible from the spot
“ between Bethel and Hai, where Abraham and
Lot stood to take their view of the plain and the
citics, (Gen. 13 ; 3.) I you will look on your
maps, vou will sce that the river Jordan cmptics
into the Dead Sea at its northern end ; and it
seems most probable that here was the plain of

Jordan™ situated, rather than at the southern parf
where there i1s no river

assert

Again, the Bible savs Lot journeyed eastward,
when he went from *between Betbel and Hai,”
to settle in the cities of the plain ; and vou will
sece that an eastward journey from that place.
would bring him to the northern shore of the sea.

However, after all arguments, the wisest among

{ those who have sought, ean on'y say they do not
know where stood the four ¢cities on which God's

wrath fell so heavily,

The ‘Dead Seca,—or Salt Sea, as it is also
ealled,—is full of wonder and interest to us,
whether we believe that the “doomed cities” are
It is over 40 miles
long and 10 broad, and varies from 1 to 1300
fect in depth.  The water is clear as crystal, very
salt, and yet *so soft that a bath in it is like bas
thing in 0il.”  The water contains a great quantis
ty of solid matter, making it so heavy that it ia
impossible for a person to sink in it. It was first
called the Dead Sea, because it was supposed that
neither animal nor vegetable life could subsist
there : but that idea has proved to be false. Li-
v.ng creatures of a low order have been found in
and aronnd the sea: and a few plants also have
becn discovered growing near. The Arabs call it
Balr Lut—* the sea ot Lot.” !

e ——
THE L'IIII]S’II\N‘\ RELTANCE,

“Come unto Me all ve that are weary and heavy laden,

and | will give ye rest.”

Look above, Ve weary llcﬂl'(\‘(l,
Look above in every grief §

Though all hope way have departed,
Que ou high can give relief,

Siuk not then beneath thy sorrow,
Faint not "neath affliction’s rod ;

Brighter days may dawn to-morrow,—
Look above and trust in Ged,

Dark may seem the way before thee,
Lattle may be left to cheer,

Yet thy Father watches o'er thee,
Though no solace seemeth near.
Life hath sceues of grief and gladness,
Sorrow’s path thou mayst have trod ;

Still, in every, hour of salness,
Look above and trnst in God.

Hath His merey not sustained thee
In each tribulation past ¢
When each trial sore hath pained thee
Where didst thoa thy burdean cast ?
At Ihs feet,  Then soothe thy sorrow,
Faiut not "neath afllictior’s rod ;
l:zl}.\ of |m[n' may dawn to-morrow,~—
Look above and trust in God

AXGELO SWAINLAND.

A Pracricar CommexTary.~—Thelwall thought
it very unfair to influence a child’s mind by ivculs
cating any opinions before it bhad come to years
of diseretion to choose for ilv'll'. l Sln)WL‘tl hill) llly
garden, and told him it was my botanical garden,

How s0 1" said he, *“itis covered with weeds.”

“Oh!™ T replied, *that is because it has not
yet come to years of discretion and choice, The
weeds, you'see, have taken the liberty to grow,
aud I thought it unfair to prejudice the soil toward
roses and strawberries,” — C'Ult"'“d.‘lt’-

Work or rug Seirir.—The mightiest forces in
the universe arc silent forces.  'Who ever heard
the budding of an Oak? Who was ever deafened
by the faliing of the dew ! Who was ever stunned
by a solar eclipse ? So it is with the angust phe-
nowcnon of a change of heart,  So far as we know
Jt s the most radical change a human spirit cam
experience, It is & revolutionary change, Dis-
cbodiment by death, morally estimated, is not so
protound.  Stll a change of heart is not an un.
nataral change, Itis not necessarily even destrie-
tive of selt pusscasiun. God vmploys it an . in-
strament exquisitely adjusted to the mind of man
18 an intelligent and free being.  Trath may act
in it with an equipoise of forees as tranquil as that
of gravitation in the orbits of the stars. No, it
18 not of necessity a tamultuons experience to
which God calls us, when he invites us to be saved,

By what emblem huve the Scriptures expressed
the persou of the Hely Ghost! Is it an eagle §

“ And Jolin bare record, saying, “1 . saw 1t
Spirit descending like a dove,"” Come,” is the

0 | g | select lunguage of inspiration ; * come, and T will
what a wmerciful Judg-: we sinners have to go to, } g

ve you"——what ? a shock, the

| & what rack, a swoon {
Noj; “1 will give you-—rest.”

* Come, and ye

And 'shall find” —what ¢ struggle, terror, torture ¢ No;
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