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COMPRISING :

Much is said about eloquence, and we may
know much about its effects; but it i8 not easy
to give it a tangible description. It does not
consist in strong logie, nor in beautiful lan-
guage, nor in sublime thoughts. Perhaps it
will not be a great deviation from the truth
to deseribe it as being a power that rouses,
and captivates, and wins, and moves mankind.
Words alone can not produce it, though they
may be arranged in every conccivable form.
It must exist in the speaker, in the subjeet
upon which he discourses, in the eircumstan-
ces which surround him, and generally in all
of these combined. Eloguenee is often found
in connection with words, and not unfrequent-
ly without them, but it never exists without
4?«(-1) feeling. When the latter prevails, elo-
quence is likely to accompany it, if thought i3
broken, if language is lame, and even if no
language, either vocal or written, is employed.
There may be eloquence in gestures, eloguence
in tears, eloquence in a look, and eloquence
even in silence.  Often these noiseless appeals
produce effects that are overwhelmingly
powerful,

We read in the history of a military man,
who, on a public occasion, was accused of trea
son against the commonwealth to which he
owed allegiance, The only replv which he
made to this charge, and the uu)l_\' proof of his
loyalty that he offered, was simply to hold up
to the public gaze the numerous scars which
he had received in his country’s service, Was
there not eloquence in this mute appeal ?

Let us bring before our contemplation a
woman pleading for the life of her husband,
who has been condemned to die. She is ad-
1|rmming an officer whose word can get the
wisoner at liberty, or send him to the grave,
\’Vilh an almost bursting heart she begs for
her husband’s life,  Formality is thrown aside,
A studied manner of address would be mock
ery under circumstances like these, She has
too much at stake to think about the arrange-
ment of her words, These, prompted by her
deep feelings, come welling up from the bot-
tom of her heart without the least premedita-
tion. But under the influence of her intense
grief and earnestness, she ean searcely fail of
being eloquent. Her pathetic entreatios will
move any heart that is not devoid of sensi
bility.

See, again that person who has just been
converted, He has just passed through deep
anguish of spirit. Impenetrable darkness has
enveloped him.  “ Oh, wretched man that |
am !” has been his language day after day,
and, perhaps, week after week. Finally his
burden is rolled away, and the full beams oi
the Sun of Righteousness shine into his heart,
What a fulluess does he now find in Jesus !
Had he a thousand souls, he could, without the
least wavering, commit them all into the hands
of one who is so mighty to save, Not a single
cloud darkens his prospects beyond the river
of death, * His joy is unspeakable and full of
glory.” e wishes to tell to all aronnd him
what a dear Saviour he has found ; but lan
guage is inadequate, he has to much to tell.
So sweetly and powerfully does God's Spirit
witness with his that he can say but little,
His powers of utterance are, in a greal degree,
overwhelmed by that weight of love which
fills his soul, Iiul how eloguent are his bro
ken accents of praise, his eyes beaming with
holy joy, and his countenance expressing hap
piness in every lincament,  These declare, n
unmistakable language, that Jesus is very pre
cions to him,

Natural lm\\‘t'l'n ol (‘lﬂllllt'll('(' may hecome
more effective, when joined by an ability, on
the part of the possessor, to clothe his thoughts
in strong, beautiful and impressive language,
Nome of my readers have doubtless become
acquainted, from hooks, with the speech of
Mr. Sheridan, before the British Parliament,
in the case of Warren Hastings, The great
natural and acquired powers of the ovator
were, in this instance, so aroused by the im-
portance of the oceasion, that the vast congre
gation who listened to him were either en
raptured or spell-bound by the ’mwvr of his «-!.»»
quenee, A motion was immediately made for
a postponement of the pending decision, until
the excitement produced by the speech had in
a measure passed away, and the members
could give their verdiet with cool impar-
tiality.

A certain class of persons are ravely cloquent,
though they may be distinguished for strength
of logie, for fluency of speech, and for the ex-
tent of their knowledge, As speakers, they
may succeed very well in imparting instrue-
tion and in eonvineing the judgment ; but lhvf
are deficient in that warmth of fecling which
is a8 necessary 1o eloguenco as the sun is to
daylight, Even the most eloquent do not at
all times exersise that power over congrega
tions which characterizes their bhest cofforts,
Mauny of their speeches are in no way distin-
guinﬁlml for effetiveness, DBut when anima-
ted by the subject or circumstance, or hoth,
they {wmmw irresistible, and carry their hear-
ers with them as trees bend before a tempest,
The eloquence of some persons is long huried
before it is developed, This was true of at
rick Henry, whose celebrity, as an orstor, i
well known to all who are acquainted with
Amevican history, His beginning was very
unpromising, For several years he was a
lawyer of a very low grade, and his most in-
timate friends had no anticipation that he, as
a speaker, would ever become distinguished,
But a suit eame np, called the Parson case, in
which he was engaged, and which awakened
an interest in the public mind,  Henry, rou
sed by the ocoasion and its surronndings, broke
the fetters that had long confined his powers,
and poured forth a torrent of eloguence that
astonished all who heard him, From this
time he never failed to eleetrify andiences when
the subject was of sufficient importance to enll
his facultios into aetive exercise,

As has been noticed above, some are not
naturally eloquent, and it is evident that in
§ this field they can never become distinguished,

though, in other respects, they may possess
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talents of an eminent character. We should
l make it a daily object of life to improve to the
P greatest ‘)G)Sh‘ll)li' ¢l\'}_{l‘('(‘ our useful POWers, of
{ whatever kind they may be, and employ the
same in such a way as will promote God’s
glory and the welfare of our fellow-men.

THE STATE OF THE HEART.

[ know an ancient fortress which one brave
man could have held against a host.  Perched
on the summit of a lofty rock, around which
the sea goes foaming, and parted from the
mainland by a dizzy chasm, over which a nar-
row arch, hanging like a thread in mid-air, is
| thrown, that old castle stood in other days im-
| pregnable, :
| proach, and that such as one man could hold
| against a thousand. As might be inferred
| from these words of Seripture, “ Keep thy
‘hv:n't with all diligenee, for out of it are the
| issues of life.,” it is otherwise with us. With
' appetites and passions; each of which may be

an instrument of sin; our hearts lie open on
' many sides to attack. Take, for example, the
| most inmocent of these appetites; that of hun

| ger—* Give me neither poverty nor riches,”
| says the wise man, praying as much against
the first as the second ; because, though hap-
| pily we know nothing of it it is diflicult for a
hungry man to be an honest man.  The empty
sack, as the proverb says, cannot stand up

right ; and he tempts the poor through this
appetite who used it to tempt our Lord him
self—saying to Jesus; when he was an hun
| gered, “ If thou be the Son of God, command
that these stones be made bread.” In this, as
in other ways, Satan tried with his fiery darts
every joint in our Champion’™s armor; and
only failed because as Jesus himself said, * The
prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing
in me.”  We cannot say so. Like traitors
lurking within a beleagured city, our natural
l'HI‘I'Hl»Iiullx are I‘(':I!l) Lo open the g_!;llt‘h‘ and
betray us to the enemy.  Henee, he who would
keep his heart from evil, keep it pure and holy,
must plant a sentinel at every avenue by
which sin may find access there——guarding
against none more than the little sins; as they
are called, that are like the urchins who enter
‘ by the window and open the door for bigger
thieves, The man of God has his eyes to keop,
and so Job said, *1 have made a covenant
with mine eyes”-—his tongue, and hence the
exhortation, * Keep thy tongue from evil, and
| thy lips from speaking guile”—his ears, and
henee the warning, * Cease, my son, to hear
the instruction that causeth to err”—his feet,
{ and henee David says, * 1 have refrained my
feet from every evil way, that 1 might keep
thy word.,”  And since there is no gate of the
| five senses by which the enemy may not, un
| less the Spir;l Lt up a standard against him,
come in hike a I‘-m-l, we have need to gn.‘ll'cl
overy lml‘l, and wrte over every |NDI'|JAI,
“ Here there entereth nothing to hurt or to
1l1'“|(‘.“

The work of grace s carried on w.thin the
{ heart, It is therefore the state of our aflee
tions more than our outward conduect that
should ocecupy our chicl attention and en
gage our most carnest prayers,  Let me illus
trate and enforee this by an analogy., The
burning thirst, the flushed eheek, the bound
ing pulse, the restless mights of fever, are but
the symptoms of disease.  That thirst phy
sicians may allay by cooling draughts ; and

There was but one way of :np»‘

opiates may dull the sense of pain, and shed

i sufferer, The symptoms are alleviated, but the
disease 18 not arrested—thoe evil is but masked,
. not mastered, And that is all which s
achieved in the reformation which sometime
rianses tor regeneration in that outward im
provement of habits and decorum of life which
will never supply the place of sanctification in
the judgment of a holy, heart-searching God
Man looketh on the outward appearance, bhut
Giod looketh on the heart, 1 onee heard phy
sicians say, as they stood baflled by the %n-«.l
side of one fast posting on Lo death, * We can
do nothing now but combat the symptoms,”
Ominous and fatal words! Divine grace,
tRanks be to God, does more, Let it reach
the heart, and those works of the flesh, which
are the outward symptoms of indwelling sin,
will ere long pass away, like a plant, which,
cut at the root, droops and withers, and dies
It is in the heart the change s wronght for
salvation ; and there, as a building rises from
its foundation, the work of sanctification s can
ried onward and upward to perfeetion, Cleanse
this fountain and purity will flow in all its
streams, Let our hearts be turned heaven
ward, and our members and affections, on
powers, and time, and influence, will follow
and obey its movements—as from stem to
stern, from her keel that plows the wave to
the masts that rake the sky, a ship obeys the
hand of the stecrsman and movements of the
helin,  Whe, therefore, would grow in grace
would die daily to sin, wonld live daily
righteousness ; while they strive to keep thesr
hands from doing, and their ears from hearing,
and  their lips from speaking evil, Jet them
strive above all things, to keep their hearts
with all diligenee, sinee out of them are the
imsuen of Vife,—~Sunday Magazine,
LOST OPPORTUNITIES,

Yon have had many such, and so have 1.
Times when
sent one across our path for us to help, and
through indecision, or timidity, or pride; om
work has been lett andone,
and the opportunity was gone lorever, A
kind word, and how little after all wonld it

sleep and sweep oblivion on the eyes of the |

we have been certain that (1o |

Only & moment,

Peter. [Editor and Proprietor,
Whole No. SG62.
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| good and evil inclinations of our hearts,
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what they really all the money
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and take other burdens which we find more | out through the eyes,

spent iu selfndulgence, o hurtful indulgence,
were spent in books and self-improvement, we
wonld see a ehange. Men would grow hand
somer, and women too,  The soul would shine
We were not meant to

be mere animals,  Let us

have books, and

it may be, to the far-off heathen, but we 1if | read them, and seomons, aid heed them,
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Two hundred and twelve persons were killed
md 8ix  hundred injured on the
Gireat Britain in 1868, three
Lwenty-ond killed and one
hundred and thirty-two
During the six

ratlways of
hundred  and
thousand two
. mjured in 1869,
YOS « nding 1867, one thou
sand two hundrved and sixty-cight  persons
were Killed on the raillways,
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