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nothing ak “OPEN DOOR™ AND THE “CHRISTIAN

du_\' lasts, tor 1he night of death cometh wherein no
man can work."”

| GENCER to ald in the work of strengthening tl

l\w,\- of the denomination which it represcpts
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dition dis ! the S t seem to be any wav to avoid it,
s v h it may not again be necessary,
) f ¢ * y . *
Pos % J satisticd with its effort of the 16th
' ' to e char e 11 last we ek’s i‘-\"'.“'
KEe) : Vi r contemp r'v's anonymous
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they are J ¢ and vl v that the tendency of the * Ops
need go 1 ! ) ) t e and strengthen pren
14 I'h the churches which t)
little rid ) ) } { ' i noth.ing Ol tl
I'here he ! 101 f the kind yvet, Evers
live a | ) | O the posit of Baptist churches gen
it. There he | ! { TN juestion; and no perso
saving know les I Christ i 30 1§ . T ) ad qual vith them abont it A
talk kindly and tendd . te them to the INTELLIGENC) has never manifested an
Fountain ot ] { | Lthat dire on the Visitor mus
meeting ol ) el i A ] Vsl ! L pertect right, to streng
“in both for the benefit of | ) { W ¢ eans the idea of restricted comma
old In almost 1 berle \ { i) nio That right it exercises. and no person ol
do service for Christ and humanit He need not t Fre Baptists and other open communion
go to the ends of the earth, where tl peopie sit n | not row furi when !:.x':'i t ministe: s
darkness and the hadow of death, t P! ! weh, or when the Visitor writes. close commi
\\'“lin;jr|c-~a.- to work Let him do hat 1 t at 10N Liments They of course do not ncee)
hand, in his home, among his friends, whe 8 correct, Hhut they do not 113-,;14?-- the righs
business leads himn In the places take 15t { r Baptist brethren to declare them. Is tl
live him, commend him, and God will b | d, J iwilling that other denominations shoul
And what is done, do to-day., To-d WILE thy | enjoy equal privileges with its own? Free Ba
might do what thy hand findeth to d tist ' Ve 1In open communion Is it not the
How is it with you, Christian ¢  Are'vou makis right to strengthen that belief in their ehurches 1
the mostef your opportunities ?  “ Work wl he | Is it not the rigl aye the donty—of the INnren:

government,

' months after his year is out,

THE RELIGIOUS

We hardly think think the Visitor will deny us the
rizht.  Then why so much excitement about the
“OpPEN Door ™ ? It is a plain, unvarnished narra-
and its tendency is in favor of “ Open Com-
munion.” But it “assails the doctrines or prac-
tices of our associated Baptist Churches,” the J7isi
tor It does, if showing the desirability of
communion can
Otherwise, it does not.

tive :

Savs,

open be

considered an assault
It yet remains tohe proved
that the B:l])tis't denomination has Yeen so grossly
abused. The Visitor has made many assertions to
that effect, but in support of the assertions nothing
has yet been adduced but bitter and uiqualified
denunciation of the book and its autho, the Ix
TELLIGENCER and its editor.

[s it not strange that Mr. Smith should be re
tained as a member of the Baptist denomination,
if it be true that he has o grossly malizned the
usages of that body? The fact of his still being a
recognized Baptist minister proves tha: “ Tugr
OPEN Door” is not what the Visitor says it is—*a
tissue of It proves that vhile Mr,
Smith may hold views on the communion question
not exactly in accord with ‘hose held by his deno
mination at large, he is still enough a Baptist, and
Ticiently worthy Christian man to le allowed
to retain his connection with the dencmination,
\nd yet the Visitor would condemn us for circula- |
ting, as & Free Baptist, what Mr. Smith, as a Bap- |
tist, was allowed to write and publish. And to
crown all it insinuates that we do it to irjure Bap- |

slanders.”

a su

What more need we say, When we
commended the “ Opex Door,” nothing was fur
ther from our purpose or wish than to injare or n

tist interests,

terfere with the Baptist Wody in the least imagin

able degree. In reaffirming our estimate of it
which we co now, we also wish to reiterate that we
have not the slightest intention or inclination to

interfere with Baptist Churches or people 1n their
usages or otherwise. Nor do we thing the circula
tion of the “ Opex Door ” necessarily does so.

—————l) @ QR  S—

«47"Many thanks to our friends for the new Sub

scribers sent, Many more are expected.

some

Ministers and other staunch friends of the |

l'l'r'll:t]_r- I

INTELLIGENCER we have not yet heard.

1

they are waiting to secure a full list beore sendine

ANy It is better to send the names as soon as re- |

ved, even though they be sent onc at a time

L.et us hear from you all, friends, at once,

- -

DENOMINATIONAL. NEWS.

UrrEr CAVERHILL.—Bro. Gunter has returned

to his circuit on the Nashwaak. [e reports thi
rk in Caverhill as good,

d when he .'rf‘f.

Sixteen had been bap
Others he thinks are

and with a little effort will 1
ght to give up all for Christ. Bio, (

‘not 1
the kingdom,”

urrie had |

tt

¢ft for home on account of sickness in his fa
but it was thought he might return for
tim
NorTH Braxca OroMocTO,
He will remain till after next
Two were baptized last Sabbeth. Bro

Bro. Reud has con
tinuned his labours.

Sabbath

R. purposes (D. V) going to the Souta Branch for

v short time We trust God may be vith himm and
Dl ¥ efforts,
 Our brethren will please keep us supplied
{ with 1items for this «lvpurtnu:nt. We have for the
most part to hunt up the information wi publish
a8 best wie can.
- . - R
BOSTON CORRESPONDENCL.
BosToN, December 1, 1871
Weekly Offering The Blacksmith.—The Bi Rul
Fhanksgiving. —Chicago Sufferers * Nothing new un
der the sun Debt-burdened Churches, |
DEAR INTELLIGENCER,—I am much plewsed, in |

King over one of your recent numbers, to see the
dorsement you give of “ Week
l "l»llll"

¢ use 1n the churches of various den mina

A\rtv ¢ O fler

\¢ a system in giving this )lan in

s in England in 1860, when [ visited man: of t 1

ches in that country, In more than hudf the

churches 1 visited, this plan was adopted in “aisin
i\l their mone for salary of pastor as vell as
ither fund If in a congregation 80 persoLs givi

cent WOoeK 1y

be found

for the year, the aggregate :mount

to be $1040.

.\l““_\ Y 'lr' ia ']a'y 15

t ing and pinching on a salary of less th:in half
that amount, when, by this plan, it 1s easily prac
tical to raise §1040. Many persons can pay by the
¢k who cannot in any other way,—cannot the
they mismanage their income
I remember a blacksmith who was alw b
d hand to the end of the year in payine hi
pew-rent, though it was but $10. The fisst ¢ 1art
v run up to *'JJ.)“ too much for him oy
hout inconvenience, Of course postponing onl
de it worse each subsequent quarter. When the
week offering plan was introduced into t
church to which he belonged, he subgeriled 50
cents a week, paying very punctually weck by
W et I asked how it came 80 easy to him t pay
$26 a year instead of $10. He told me that «ve I

Saturday he set apart 50 cents to this espacia
wing it immediately in the proper envye
lope which he carried to church the next morninge
ind as he went into the house, dropped the cnve
lope and contents into the Weekly Offering Box
e said, moreover, that he never enjoyed preach
ing till he paid for it in advance,

A simil

He said he had
ar experience about reading papers. One
he read another man's paper because he was by
hind with his ubscription ; but now he pays in
He profits much more by the paper now

ind I was impudent enough to mention that 1 pre

el LNCe

sume the publisher profits more also by the paper
on the last plan,
We know trom the Bible and history, this Week
Offering plan was that in use in the churches |
tll they were taken under the “ protection " of
During that most heroic age of the
chiurch it was the weekly offerings ot the poor that

| supplied the “ sinews of war.”

Read in the last chapter of 1st Corinthiaus how
specifically the apostle lays down the rule
time to pay

the
the amount to pay—and who to pay.
Every one on the first day of the week to pay as
God prospered. Can man improve this divine di
rection 1

l“!f'flt it

INTELLIGENCER.

more ago. Verily, is there anv thine new under

the sun.

Are your churches (meeting-houses) much in
debt, like many of ours in this region, and too
much so throughonut the denomination? I know
one church about §16,000 in debt, the whole prop-
perty being worth about $£25.000: the worshippers

not rich and very few. IHave

after this fashion ?

you any examples
Do vou haveany
Should such

to God ? D. M. G,

I'-”il‘l‘h"l with
such * financiering 7 encumbered
property be dedicated
— . . — -
MINISTERS THORNS.
Paul had a thorn which gave him much uneasi-
What it was m

Ministers

]

1 1
NEeSS, ikes but

little difference.

modern davs are

And they are the oceasion

in these

not free from

thorns, 1 of no little suffer-

ing. A writer in Zion's Advocate, who probably has
had some experience, enumerates some of them
W '\-“'.:W"z,;v‘:-i‘ '.*E WY :'} v hat L ~:u} 3. 7;!:-3 l""\
to the extent of their ability to remove them. By
0 doing, the minister will not orly be benefitted.
but God will be hone ired,

It is a thorn in the minister's soul when classes of
promising voung men and women in our Sabbath
schools arcallowed to become extinet in conseguence
of the irregularity and half-heartedness of their
teachers,

It 1s a thorn in the minister oul when }H.t:!_\'
one half of the memb of the chureh attend con-
ference and praver mectings on a week evening,
when they can attend parties and stay till late
1OUTS

It isa thorn in the mirister's soul when the most
q liied members o e chu s will not teaeh in
Sabbath h nor do | I to extend the in
terests ot Chn Ki n

It is a thorn in the ! when the lead-

| ing men of the ehurches absent themselves from

prayer, conference and other meetinegs, and then
1 . 1 1 ‘ .

compiaimm that weHh meeting (1o not prospei

h * a :‘) I :!j thie | (ers ‘~\'|6'l: ||:'|Vvv!v“"\
of the churclies take trips on the Lord’s dav, allow

| visitors to keep th from the house of God, or
‘~‘n~r,~|!‘:' holy dayv in their own garden and fields.
or by the cozy fi ide

lY‘i thorn in th 1inister m! when members
will nd ppor Home and Foreion missions,
1')'ii;' Kl | it | paper to their denomi
nati A ! ) papel I’.w:""f.‘],!n |
to proms [ [ | than the former

l' L1 1 | ‘1 ,.(l
that onl i o1 nt 15101 “xXnD t t! {
preach :x).r“l labor like ten tale !" "‘: ; ;

It 1 thorn i the minister’'s soul when those

s 3300 and £400

L year, expect tl ton L similar domestic ap
DeArance ( i high a ( I P 1ition wndd
command as 1 h I ( those pastol ho
I'e 1\ 1010)
it 3 th | t ! 1st 5 Il when the
ch h \ no ) | ted, or when th
mn t AL [ i ] \ (10 not RS RS S b
tween pa i )
It it thorn in t nister vhen h A1
CxX-1Di ! | A | him I I
ol a « ! \ ( paste i
thelr g ‘ol | i ( pa
ad | 1O { k \ F'B |
LIt | E" } { ! ' ’ !
isters do not p viiat they have preached
It tl m ti 1 ! vhen | 1
| ‘,‘. vl IS an exd for not
wra 1O i ) rt o1 Christ ( 18 | {
e evel { th m
It is a thorn the el i1l when he 5
toiled hard he ) 1 t f thechureh, to l {
hi LI | 1 In nall tun !
Y.b‘l.l' n t | ! \ n (18] { !u | i
D 4 P P 1ph I
[ e ' that | wwved that the Lord would re
remove | 1 | k. ho er, that t ‘
thort v 1 h named can at | in
o \ | i b ¢ Lord proi |
1 th { | t re 1 tr t 3
I | { | ret { 1 a the e i1
ON( : Whv 1 \1 the Lord nomted
n i ol ) |
( ( ) i | ) ;r { |
il ! | i
IS THE WORK FRUITFUL?
h - , |
ot ol | ! n aari
[
4 \ |
) 1
n 1 i cxXp i
t Ol I it R« 1)1
W
It w ) t { 00 that D { ed L {
( | { ' | |
convert | i W
tier | { ! | | )
i ) L 1 ‘
En | ent
th !
{
|
| }
It , ‘ Chri !
! : the | .
tin ! col hial
1 ( 3 MO
recent | h ! wnd th I
there | I'n | \ )
thi If | i
not 1 { !
4] ] I ) ! ] {5
ni th 0000 Prote
tunt ¢ 1 ' { roii ' Lhie ('hureh
and It was | E3 num ber 4] 'he Ro
man Cath «OU 000 members, but it should
be b ! ind tl il s a vl ittle matter to
luke dowl h Om u chit
in Lth Wil \ | i rein Ma in
i | Ay pProgr thin ! b
bopeful in India at the present time,  Thousand
. 3
Of mil ol raris | | \ hat vast p t
nent ind tel UL ! ash intelheenee 1
over th emy| While tl \ raginge in
Chica . Lh \ 4 | | l wkn \ l
wh | Dul \ il hi progrs P
I::‘IL'S Vi L1 ! v Lie weeount ol thie
'.1 Mt 10 .'ll’u ) i) o rli)l! ) hen
established all over the co niry A | also Ch tinn
Choo where the B read and prayer offered
hus, th hthel ta of these Chri 1
choo thousands ol the native vouth are coming
o the knowled g tl Christian Lheon, When
the mission wa uted Dr, Butler, in the King
adom of Oud cvel pecies ol modern n onary
| warfare was inaugura | vOL only s there preach
g in (}.' i,‘/ il 1) i :!1' e are ci :l.tl~l';'vf| \'-."l
Lhie 'vvnjr" A orinti P established. which
prints Bibl Testaments, and new papers in the
natiy lan 1N I, il visited the waomen i'y the
zenanas, and those ladies were nobly upported in
these latter vears by a band of sisters sent out by
he Ladi moclety, some of whom were medical
missionaries, healing the body, and giving advice
in! 'l!'l to the il at the vne tiune lll’i'l trial
8¢ hool Werd tarted b 1 mission, where those
who were driven trom their villages on account of
their profession of Christianity could learn a useful
| trade, and *eity of refuee farms” were provided
for those who had to e agricultural pursuits to

Pay the minister his salary every Monday follows
from this. With money in hand, how well the
minister can do in making his purchuses, His sal-
ary, though slender, is worth much more to him to
have as he goes than it wonld be to have it at the
end of the quarter, the end of the year, or several
Bee to it, O breth
ren, that you mnzzle not the ox that treadeth out
the Does God care for oxen, or does he
write this in the sacred record to warn you against
abusing your minister ¢

Thanksgiving, yesterday, very cold and bluster- |
ing. How the piercing winds remind me of the |
Clhicago sufferers, receiving their daily bread from
the liberal hand of charity, but not half sheltered.

Allow me in the close of this hasty letter to
mention a little book I bave just read with much
more than ordinary interest—Tue Perrecr May,
an English work, reprinted by Bro. Lothrop, of
this city. Henry Ward Beecher's * Life of Christ,”
which book is of course about the same perfect
man, I have been reading also of late. Many of
the thoughts that I took as very fresh I find the
English book had given to the world a year or

corn

I’]'H
Christian _
Bible was rea

l“nll"i.‘ I 'I '.l 'e w

and girls

occupation
i

ere about fi
in the s
L and expounded, and two
A with the mission,
thing was being accomplished in India, and every

mail brings the of new members beging

thous and

3:': HH
here t
Wwhere Lt
orphanag

woere coanects

YOI

intelliven

added to the Church, until conversion and revival
have become chronic there, The translation of the
Bible that was circulated in India was a more per
fect one than we had here and in that oriental

land the common peopi understood it much better
than we do

NOT AN OLD BOOK.
We have been asked veral times if the “ Opex
l)‘!"H 1% an old book U !‘l'nl‘i'lh" "lli./i'/_ The

N

assertion that it was /;u’w' shed
has given the impression that
ance a great many years ago

‘long, long avo
it made its appear
, and had been entire
ly lost sight of and forgotten. till agzaln noticed in
the InrELLIGENCER, It @8 not an old book, 1t wmade
its first WPPEATANCce 0Ly ole Year ago It has been
very \\ltln'l_\ cireulated in the United Mlates, where
il ’Iuw been ro ’ '| wo .,,“
old, and o third
We hope its cireu
may make a fourth edition

eived with much favour.
tions have already been issued and
edition will be out very
lation in the Provinee

NeCessary

Ooon

v]u]vl!».\wul.n?lp] Cowny
" ness, and that therelore the s
exacted by oneman from his tellow n

CHRISTIAN FORGIVENESS. }
Are there not a great many professed Christians

who cherish a harsh spirit of unforgiveness? Hav- |
ing a grievance, real or imaginary, they resolve that
the fullest restitution shall be made, ere they
Is it
wder will profit by the
the Christian Messenger :

Perbaps there is nothing that renders christians |
more unlovely in the estimation of the world than
their indulgence of a haughty, unforgiving spiric, |
It is well known, even by the least intelligent in a |
christian community, that an unwillinuness to for- |
give is essentially unchristian,

A
deign

to forgive. then forgiveness at ail? Per- |

haps some re foilowing from

Any system of |
Th'ul-n_"\ that .'lHtl'alj!\' to defend the exercise l)‘l;
an irascible temper and the maintenance of a state |
of haughty reserve against his fellow christian, or |
even his fellow man is not from above. A man
' who has become the victim of fancied or real erie
vance, in con of which he shuts himself off |
with his offending brother. un

til a hamiliating confession of wrong doine be |
made by him, shews but little of the spirit of’ Je- |

sSus.

‘4|!‘.tﬁ('f

from all intercourse

One who ]»Y;Ht~ himself upon a |)r"l"~ﬁ|1 of fan
cied superiority, and w raps around himself the gar
ment of injored innocence, may retain the name of |
christian, but he is not suited to live in this sinful |
world or prepared to illustrate the teachings of the |

Saviour of sinners,  The influence of such a man is
evil, and must be injurions to the spiritual charac
ter of the community in which he mingles.

Our Lord taught his disciples to prav for forgive

i ! p
ness, ‘‘as we forgive, A feartul prayer for the un
foreiving to offer!  Some l"";':" who dislike this |
|

condition—making the cherishing of an unforeiy
ing ~||;!i! towards another an obstacle to ourselves
receiving fi 1VEeNess try to avoid the :l}»|n“":|?iul|
own case, by I"'li]“ ing that
5 confession of wrone and an intention |

betore He

ol such a rule to their

‘;Avul rea i‘.|'4
orant i'lrl': ive- |

43 1
Mme ¢ 'I‘lnll‘»!: may ix
ian before for

giveness can be justly demanded. This is but a

| limsy fallacy, for there can be no analo rv between
man in relation to his Maker and on rerring mortal |
in relation to another, But s ipposing that it were |
the case, and that a like confession and resolve |
| were to be a prerequisite to reconciliation, the par
{ agorieved wonld become the .-)Ihl re of what
amouut of repa shonld be accorded to him
clf, and the Christ-li ;-::if would eease to rule
in his heart., Worldl principl would then be
( 1 lomin t 11! wl inju { 1o lon
% pplical to a case of ofifenci It must need
be that oficy come, but the gospel is the rreat |
I r, and it den ds of Christ tisciples a rea
| ! e offenee wnd g0 not allow them to |
te t ish the chureh of Chri
g show the ] 'I'lul‘~(!I:?')_'H!H'l!!-!{||’l‘r'll'.#
Fell him about the premium.  Ask him to subseribe. |

|

CHRISTIAN WORK IN CHICAGO. |

The rebuilding of tl burnt district ith tem :
pora tructm | "'l pProgre ing. Over 3.

)0 r'a of lamb for cott nave been made, |

aind a la number will completed before |

g ) ’ )
'hank Wwe a ad to iearn that mission

W | on i e | not to 1“ Il"’!l"“"l,!
I'h I 1 ] the th di 1ion have been con

. b rkmen a already at work on
thie 1sof Mr. Moody's inission preparing to erect |

\ spaci , though not a costly tabernacle there. |
I'h 'K r Men's Christian Association is al o |
erecting a large Mission Sabbath SBchool House far- |
th north, in the vicinity of the barracks At |
thie iepot 1n the Seventh Church, corner of Peo- |
ria | J kson street they have held a ';‘lllAl'.'Q‘!'\{
Prayver Meeting on Sabbath evenino ince the fire, |
‘ ttended d pervaded by profound interest, |
I'w on Praver Meetin are held dally —one in
he American Reforined, the other in the First Bap- |
ti Chureh he Association 18 now supplying |

Bibles, in

Grerman, Bwede, Norwegian and Enelish.
to tl ullerers ; and it is note vorthy that the majo
rity of applicants are Swed ind German The
Youn Mar ( istian A ) i‘AY‘-vll has 1ss1 d a
Clre ! King all the pastors and churches in the

tes to 1 ip a Thanl iving Colleetion for
them, and to remit it to their Secretary, Hev, Ro
bert Patterson, D. D it their depot We cannot
agine anvthing more \ppropriate Surely every |
{ tian lamily sitting down to the enjoyment ol |
the bount 1 plentify turnished home wounld

tho { ( P 4 vine il th had previ
ontributed a few d i to relieve then

Ch | | rs i the barracks, or in
b t b it ngle lodeing rooms. each
) Cr o bedroom, Kitelie dining room
ind parlour I'he poor hittle children, especially,
| ulterers noy I'h von't be any Christ

mas th car, M i ther ] one of the hit
{ [ \nother nudges his mother a Lthe visitor
enter indd san Mother, we are very short of pro
Vi ) vnt s The poor sick lady, after stand- |
| | r hou basket 1n arm had been obliced to
t pul e without a supply This

will bhe a winter ol vere sulicring to hundreds of

h families in Chicago, |

— ® ¢ O — - '
Aen and Scissors
p Al 0155 0Y5, |
= |

9 /'/’ ¥ ! /'/ [}
[/ ¢ / / /'/w/,t/

J [ w iyl h their
ey 4 f / /

[ 1 thie { h rabbi of the great

t Berin receives the hichest var
volim to any nvin preacher, It is
¥ IR {

A Berorve Itu i, In the vicinit of T«
katar Nt fll' | 1 him i the saviour, |
N'housands of ) 1 e being attracted to him,
1 preach | | vbrogation ol all denomina
tional creed | er religio licen i

A Cuane ¥ Forrus In the New Orleans |

ol

inevitable

1841, appn ired the

lowing advertisement prefaced by the

nting a run-away slave

the

o b
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The negro boy, Osear Dunn, is now Licutenant |
Governor of Louisiana |
|
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Persia are attributed to the destruction of Iul't‘-.!-.{
spain s denuded also, and het population has |
greatly declhined, 14 liu.nlp» governments ought to !
protect fore tor the suke of the public good, It
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Htical economist, and lia inportant relations, '
Rev. J. Hyarr Syren's Cuunen,—A New York
exchange savs Thetabernacle which Leé Avenue |
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rapidly to completion Rev. J. Hyatt Smith, the |
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through and needs the prayers |
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them,
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gious services are held eve ry week, attended more
or less regularly by from 400 to 500 persons,
fur the several denominations
|l|("l‘1‘vll‘-?\

Thus |

have labored har- |

Every Monday morning the preachers |
and evangelists meet with brethren from the chureh
¢s to pray forthe divine blessing, and through study |
ol God's Word to contirm th unity of the ?\lpil'il in
the bonds of peace
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I one _\“ill'.

MouaMMEDANS oF DAaMAscvs.—There is a wonder-
ful movement in Damascus among the Mohammed-
ans; not less than 3,000 of them are desirous of
becoming Christians, They have regular prayer-
meetings, and pray to the Lord Jesus Christ to re-
veal himself as their Saviour, and to lead them out
The movement is said to be

| on the increase, the central point being in the city
| of Damascus,

Syrian villages are asking in a body

| to benstructed in Christianity —not only the poor,

but many of the wealthiest of the people. It was
the old law of the empire, that any Mohammedan
becoming a Christian should suffer death. But
how will the Government proceed when the number
has reached to thousands ¢  Cruel persecutions have
been instituted; but the work proceeds.

A Pointep TEMPERANCE LEcTUuRE.—Mr. Willard
Parker, the eminent surgeon of New York, stated
at a recent meeting of the Association for the cure
of Inebriates, that one third of all deaths in. New
York City were the direet or indirect results of the use
of alesholie liguors, and during the past thirty years
160,000 persons had died from its use, either by
themselves or by their parents, Think of that I' An
army of 190,000 out of the population of this island
alone slain by this one agent! This does not in-
clude the vast amount of poverty, destitution, and
suffering.  The drinking establishments of this city
receive $30,000,000 every year. There are nineteen.
drinking establishments for each Protestant ehurch
Note, Every drunkard was once a moderate drink-
er, beginning with an occasional dram, and not one
of them believed that he would ever become a slave
to his appetite.—Health and Home.

“PrCcULIAR ProPLE."——Every now and then one
catches a glimpse in English papers of a sect ealled
the Peculiar People, who are known in secular
ways chiefly from the police reports, where they

| figure as opponents to official vaccination, and as
. Pl

conscientious objectors to any species of medicine
whatever, as being an interference with Divine Pro-
vidence, In a recent number of the London Record,
however, we have at last been so fortunate as to find
what scems to be an authentic report of the devo-
tional characteristics of shis obscure body, At South
London it appears they have a chapel, at which
services are held all day on Sunday and on the
evenings of Tuesday and Thursday. This chapel
is one of the arches of London, Chatham, and Daover
Railway.  The seats are composed of rough planks

| that are raised at irregular heights from the floor-

ing. “The pince is dimly lighted up, and’ has a
very dawnp smell.  In the front of the platform isa
long table, something the shape of a carpenter’s
bench, which is covered with brown paper, on
which are placed the hats and bonnets of the mem-
bers,  Between the table and the first row of forms
is an open space for the * dance,’ to be described
presently, known by the name of the‘dance of
death,” which the members have to go through be-
fore they are pronounced ‘ Pure Christians!’” On
the day when the correspondent of Zhe Record vis-
ited the place there were perhaps twenty members
present, the brothers and sisters saluting each other
on the cheek as they entered. The writer con-
tinnes:

The service commenced about eight o'clock with
singing a hymn, after which a lengthy prayer was
delivered by one of the brethren, in a most ungram-
matical manner. The Chief Sister than began to

| deliver a long discourse, taking ber text from the

Book of Revelation She stated that she was the

Bride of Christ, that her body would never be con-

| signed to the grave, that she had already died one e,
| that her existence now w as entirely spiritual, never

feeling aches or pains, acd that Christ would be
sure to come in her time, and before very long,
Whilst this was going on, a poorly-clad and very
dirty-looking boy—who was standing at one end of
the table—fell on the floor and commenced kicking
and plunging about in a most wild manner, but no
notice was taken of him. Soon after this, a girl
about 13 or 14 years of age was observed to appar-
She being among the “ curious,” an
individual was about to lead her outside, as he said,
* to give her air;” but the preacher entreated her
hearers to * let her alone, and be silent, whatever
might happen.” The girl was then carried by one
of the brethren to to the platform, and there seated,

| and in a very few mmutes began to take off her

boots, proceed to the open space kept purposely for

dancing,” and danced about in a very peculiar
manner, and at the same time throwing her arms
about and uttering a gurgling sound from the

throat, which was described as a language given
by God and only understood by the members,

whilst the boy on the floor was kicking and clapp-
ing his hands violently, which was also responded

to by the girl, who after danc ing about for some
minutes fainted, and fell inato the arms of one of
the brethren,

This was repeated several times,
when near the close of the service some seven or
cight boys, girls, and women got up and began to
dance about in the same way, the “ sisters™ catci-
ing hold of one or two of the brethren, pulling them
into the arena, taking their coatsand boots off, and

butiering the same discordant sounds, which, if real,

wasone of the most ridiculous exhibitions ever scen

| After the service one or two parties interrogated the

leader as to the Seriptural teaching of these man-
uvres, but she artfully evaded the question, On
being pressed she said, “ Did not David dance
naked before the Lord " and that also before the
coming of Christ most miraculous things wouwd
take place, and * who knows but what this is one
of them ¢ which was said in a Pythonic tone,

- — * * & W—— -

Tur New Domistox MoxTuLy is already a favor.
ite in thousands of Canadian homes. It is essenti-
a home magazine. The wants of every member
Those
interested in Canadian literature wili find that most
of the best Canadian writers write for this magazine,
T he Imuwl\u-ln-r will find that the suggestions gnd

| recipes in the Home department, will enable hee to

ave many times the price of the magazine in the
course of the year, as well as to add greater comfort
wicd beauty to every household arrangement ; the
young folks will find stories and pastimes selected

| tor their especial benefit; and the whole home eir-

cle will find pleasure in the monthly piece of music.

This magazine is the oldest apd has the largest
circulation of any literary magazine in Canada. It
alms at being a Canadian Magazine, both in the

| character of its matter and in opening the way to

Canadian writers, The very low price at which it
15 issued puts it within reach of almost every family,
and we recommend our readers to give it a trial for
The clubbing terms are extremely liberal,
We do not think our Canadian homes can find
clvewhere a publication at once so wholesome, so
interesting, and so Canadian, and we ask all Cana-
dians to sustain it. Its circulation is 3.500. New
Dowinion Monthly $1.50 per annum in advanee.
Old subseribers sending the namé of a new sub-
scriber with their own, '“i“_“c'. the two for $2.
Each new subscriber sending $1.50-before the first
of January, will receive, gratls, wCapy.of the thrill-
ing Temperance Tale * The Family or,” pub-
lished at the Witness Office, if » desiredor it. be ex-
pressed at the time of sending in subsgription,
TS 4 . 8 A ——

' BRITISH AMERICAN BOOK AND TRACT

SOCIETY.

Twenty two colporteurs are now laboring in eon-
nection with the above Bociety.  During the pres-
ent year, up to Oect. 1st, they have made 238,111
family vieits and distributed $11.829 worth ot
Bibles, Religious Books and Tracts,—$725 of
which have been gratuitous, and supplicd 208 fam-

| ilies found destitute of the Bible.

Since the Bociety commenced operations, less

| than four years ago, 81 colporteurs have been em-

ployed, whose terms of service in the aggregate
amount to more than twenty-four years. They
have made 61,044 family visits, distributed relig-

| 1ous publications to the amount of $28.991.83,
' #1712 of which have been given away gratuitously,

and supplied 582 families found destitute of the
Seriptures,

The total circulation during the above period
from the Society’s Depository, through various
channels, including Colportage, has been upwards
of §62,000, including more than 40,000 Bibles and
Testaments, 500,000 religious periodicals, 6,000,000
pages of tracts, and scores of thousands of vol-
umes of the best works issued by the religious
press.

The operations of the Bociety are rapidly en-
larging. During this year the services of the Col-
porteurs will amount to about fifteen years ; num-
ber of periodicals issued from the Depository over
250,000 Bibles and Testaments about 25,000, The
total circalation will amount to more than $80.000
being about ten times the enpital contributed to the
society at the time of its formation for the purpose
of providing a stock of books for the Depository

and for Colportage.
A. McBeax..
Becretary B. Am. B. & T. Soociety,
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