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| THE PERILS OF THE MINISTRY.

BY REV. DAVID SHERMAN.

office of the minister of Jesns Christ is
| the noblest on earth, whether we look at the
| authovity whence it the work
| to be ‘n‘; formed, or the consequences near and
' from it. The c
| given by God himsell ;

{ The
emanates, at
remote, to flow mMInission is
the work 18 a part of
| that given to our Saviour to pertorm in human
| .

and the resunlts to tflow on 1n
stream throueh eterntties of un

redemption ; are

[ an unbroken

ed despair, or

| mitioat
Joy.

[n proportion to the dignity and importance
of the oflice, are the dangers that beset the
[»;Hh of those who devote themselves to this
department of service, They the leaders

The |""'l'l" look up to thein
them to find a
\ |:u|'il.\ and streneth able to batle temptation,
[ The tall of one of them affeets their brethren,
| as when a standard-bearer fainteth in battle,
Their defeat is the defeat of th host.,

l. That the arrow of the enemy should be di
| rected against persons oceupying such a po
; \ ' l-“. the fall of one

I‘alll:llt\.z‘h-'_
oreater discomfiture to the

of glorious trinmph and

ard
_‘u] ‘unl.\ ]l?l‘*‘.
| for guidance, and CX P ¢t 1n

W ‘|Hi"

L1010, 18 not

leader, he brings a

cause of richteousness, than by the ruin of an
army of common men Hence, 1t mieght be
{ \Iqulul that he would assaill men 1n the sa
[ ered oflice 5'_‘, ficrece and terrible te mptation

l 'lllll‘ ministers Iﬂv*-t ome mmeentives Lo
holiness, and some peculiar advantages for
| leading a devout life, is quite true.  T'hey are

| surrounded by the sacred vessels, and live, as

It were, in an atmosphere of purity and devo

tion : the tide sets heavenward in that serviee,
At the same time, 1t 18 indi '.ul:n|>l~- that these
oreat advantages, this very familiarity with
sacred thimes, Ly be "“’l':".\" d !'_‘. Ll enemy
as a snare, Always among them, the most

become common, and as a re
watch,
the
mMost precion lﬂl1»l|li‘«'~nrl the Bible atteet 'IIHI,

| sacred matters

sult, the man of God lays down his

Neither the most terrvible warnines, nor

. - ' . -l
as in davs when more distant from the altar,

‘llt'i-ltl o

| ligion

nstant danger of transforming re

from a worship to a mere service, a

matter of business, ol
nece of bread.

1 W hile a minister is

| vorable influeneds, he i1s at

surronnded by
the same

10Mme ia

Lime ex

| pose | Lo SOmi« l..w:l'-..; temptati . to enard
acainst which will require constant car and
.‘\\.ll"},l‘.lln' . These dangers « OS¢ hoth
Zlun‘\ indd ‘H.!< and meet hun both 1in solitude

and soci
Lake the \p e, h

Ill ia i
i

| \
wcome a4 cast-away., i

| "
1A,‘;¢‘l LO

("i Ol ll“‘

] lun‘} i
| others h

work 18 irregular, and tends to derange and

| lower the tone of the system But as new oc¢
CASIONS require con tant I'i‘ 1eal ertion, the
l'iul:l WLIOH ArISes Lo USEe SOt timulant which
will restore the CINY eNere i the body
| and enable him to pertorm with hi ceustom
od vicor For ond It SCCIE Nect | wnd
used a | ore « e ( ithout t e
' Ol repeat the exper ! Ll
|
Lt Line, natul PO UL i !
ut ' roand Having u 1 A W1 he |
1o Ll Lo wi WIiLthout ol I i habit
row nd the man s demorahzed y dram
drinkimge 18 8o YIW‘JH‘H"lI'Y condenn 1 11
] 11 Hre 1r|.‘.,‘1|-| {O i L1 hH
11 1 1 \ |:\ .,KI.“‘,‘ Or. worslt () 111 '.'
o | ome of 1s forms., The Ut 1 all
| ik | 1 1 ch th \ 1 |
""‘i' Il 1] o thing and to 5“:- Hin |
ireee o1 the b 1 Ol 1l { 1 ha
which ¢at as doth a canker, and permit an
| other to take his crown, He who would rul
in the Chureh (xod m | ) ] Ler ol nh
Ownhn app LIt
With him, a Ui more unportant mati |
the due regu e of the ternpe [ the soul
{ { diflerenc no doubt exist naturally in

L (S RIS DUL mu PO LAY I 1Ot

by discipline and e, 1 the compl n
of the mind may not be entirel chaneed, the
temper may he broueht under conti 1

imdividual Gireat xertions tend to lift the
sonl to an undue elevation and ent 14

when a man may attempt to tran nd th
|v|<:|n||'lu 11 nhol thie o bty ol hi ARTH!

tion, while on the other hand, there may be a

reaction that will, 1

 hecomnes vi

private, send him down

the deeps of de and darknes

“ his
ger of pride
the one case, pel

ful for the axd h
to think soni

!f:io,ixo | l!lll.lin
Lrust In

i, orrate

(PRSI
i not, ol de spatr or i
rat e
has attorded, and te mpt him
peculiar virtue reside

Ons r about

i him

in the other, 1 s wsolation from human

Vil

1|Hl|}l\‘ he 18 1 dancer of thio! g L Wias

born, and has lived m vain

Ministers are exposed Lo 80« ial dangers, It

18 & part of their duty to mould society, and

in order to do 0, thi y must mngie in il, and

feel the touch of its various element With

| many salutary influences, they meet others

{ that are deleterious, and that without care,
| : ]

i\‘vlll ll.llll:l‘_"" l"lml'nliutl ||||l HiorVu T \u'vl
reparation,  In thes

worldly men, veiy

|
||1l \ \‘.l!l ricet

cirele

lelnil\ Gy | i Vi

rious secular schemes, who may lead them to

AH.I‘\" ‘..\ ';:, l,l‘l (Ol 1 Ll Lo O

Ot -,l

Lhese now ledee O

)

1 |
wiich |u !ql,lrn ~

“lla:l)‘“ltld' of human |

.u!l\.il“,, Woe to the minister

|<Hl'|'|l“|4"|ll'|ul Jesus (
Wi ceking, where
men study hard o fill up life with magnifi

That

l‘i\‘lll‘,l(llll',ln»;)lh Ol

oliey

hrist,

iKY 37!

HVE T an ace ol pleasur

cent trifl minister 18 popular who

Approve their stvle of lllu and JOIA with

them i thewr BPOres but 1t 18 to b h:l:wi,

the “well-done” of his Lord will not be so
L lr:loh?_\,' recetved,

Ours, Loo, 18 an unbelief
Men 1 lHH.‘. bow out the Lord Jesu They
do not presume 1o be heathen and reject l',)«'
‘;H'~’H'L‘ but no minister of that Go lnl should
be 80 rude as to put in the severer features of

| the :~.'.“-,l'-m, 0. ||w_\' were lite l:all, uttered by
| the Author himself, He may sa v heaven as
' mellifluently as he will, but he
be 80 wa iy in eulture s
| ears with the

| as hell,

nee ol courteon

mmlrl nevel
to offend
'l'0l|.li|

)

4((1[4 HAR S
W \\"l‘l
a8 well as 2 brave

utterance of
It is only a pious,

)

|
‘ |
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| spirit, that can bear up against this base in
, .
fidelity, and openly and w‘ll:ll'a-l) avow the

“.:“.}..‘-“‘1_‘. of the Lord,

The relation of the minister to the female
sex, presents another danger, * Converse
sparingly with women,” was a rule John Wes
| loy gave his in’!‘:vwn\‘ the wisdom of which

| to make a covenant

|
|

(

males,

wery succeeding vear more fully demonstrates, |

Many churches are largely composed of fe
.'IH'[ the I'li‘llil)nul' lhi‘l):l-lnl‘ln them
necessarily becomes intimate, so that he needs

with his eves, as well as

to ask God to keep his heart when he goes to

1']\' ll"”“I' Ol (;1»1‘.

It 18 true, a heart devoted

| 1O |}|1' \\clll\ lxi“;snl \\l” lH‘ On ]Ii“ l"'lll”l:“l'l"‘

| our Saviour: * Let

l heed lest he

|

our
Israel, stronely commend to us the caution of
him who standeth, take

|'Hl l}u‘ 1LY l;lll‘-l'\‘ u“ ¢ven l»l'ill"f s 1N

fall.”
minister travels the enchanted ground.

’l‘ll'»'

Foes are on all sides, The way 18 narrow, and

the gins of the Arch-decd wver are lhl-“-‘l_\ selt.

| That so few of this class fall, shows the gene

| ral purity and devotion of the ministry to

'llnil' \\u.l.n‘~ while at the same time the few
cases of moral defection should cause every

| one to eschew the very appearance of evil, :

[DEA OF ETERNITY IN

SCRIPTURE.
Seriptures prove themselves in manifold

wavs to be a divine echo of the human heart
as well as a unique revelation of the will of
God. Jehovah often interprets; better than

|
| deplh

[ than any other we are privileged to hem
l*l!yf“ 1s

in.i!!.c L1C ¢V
{ b
{ not alway

the
which sway

we  ean ourselve th »ll"l‘:?-‘

.ll;'l

VOl
|

yearnings,

’

hop souls, and hi

our

finds a response from the profounden
lt.‘l*lli\

N ot

the case with the truths he commu

of our spiritual nature more
thi
but even in the mode and degree
ome of those truths
the Bible there 18 a
resemblance Lo, in fact an almost perfect tran

't OR "
nicite LO us,

i which enter into the

structure  of striking
‘lnlbi Ol Hu't’\ln rience of men.

immortality of the
soul erops up in the field of mspiration as it

The concee lnliu\] of the
does in that of every day life; now so abruptly
as to compel every traveller’s gaze, and now
80 unobtrusively that only practiced and sym
.\‘ ‘ill‘

perhaps only occasionally, strong

s can discover 1t, idea 18

’

{ ly felt l..\‘ men, 80 it 18 not luminously present

| ows ol eternity

on every page of \miplma; But as the shad

cones of daily duty and daily care, so athwart

the pages of God’s word there are glimmerines

of the hieht of the unseen world Doubtless

arc ever {alline on the common !

[ though the first sin defaces, it does not
;|»h-|¢-|\ efface the stamp of etern
x

com
Lty impressed

| on his brow. The victory of Abel’s faith was
’; not eclipsed by his eruel death, but forthwith
l ]’1"'*'lili||\“'| "_‘. eans of angels in a cloudless
| land. Enoch walked with God and was not.
| But why ? DBecause death had seized him with

Because the grave held him
| with tightening grip? No: God took him to
| be with himself, Abram, eheered by promise
| eagerly looked for a city whose foundations
were firmer than Zion’s and whose builder
was. God, Job, east down but not destroved, |
bravely battled with hosts of objections, taunts
and insinuations, marshaled by his friends,
| and vietoriously sung of his faith in the ever
lasting Redeemer who could not fail him in
| the |:|Ht'|'1i;|".‘. Moses, reared in the !:1;»"" |“."j.\ P
| tian plenty, dowered with the riches of Egyp
tian learning, flushed with the bright hopes of
an Kgyptian Crown, boldly ecasts all aside,
IIX‘!'ilvl‘I"lll'f the care and Mn'lc.l\ of the In-u!»lv
| of God beeause he has |'1"'!H'(‘1‘ not to the |b|l'.‘l

relentless o rasp ?

sures of sin which are for a season, but to the
recompense of an Klijah
a death-vanquished

a living victor in a fire-chariot
David drew abundant comfort
from the well of expectation, and sung at once
of his Lord’s ascent {from th

endurine reward,
ascends to hl'Il\('Il, ot as
| captive, but a

of triumph.

orave and his own

atisfaction In conscious roes (xod

emblanee to

after death Daniel taneht the r:llili\r.'(-\\\
that “the wise shall hine as the |tl"|'_"‘|xl
ness of the firnament, and they that turn many

Lo righteousnd s the stars forever.,” T'he
fact still hives book of Wisdom, Jesus
met with it amonest the '!:IHIH1'|'lll'ﬂ'l'!\'lll‘-l'|
s day, brought 1t to the light of his life and
luminates it, carried it to its stable throne by
his resurrection : and then it has ruled
faith of the Christian
church, and given an unprecedented dignity
and value to man all |

in the

dnee

without mtermission the

|
the world,
fundimental fact of

not taught in the Old

commait

aovel

'l‘u say, lllt‘ll‘ that this
man’s spiritual nature is
Testament, is to
confounds in the most

mistakes. 1t
wiay the defin
tions of a ereed with the declarations of truth
and <|uj_§ln:|ln representation of a beliel

Lwo
olaringe

With
soul, It
| forgets that truths which powerfully affect the
springs of human action, coloring though, con

its existence in and dominion over the

trolling emotion and directing will, often fail
to put themselves obtrusively forward in the
||l-‘1'~.\ talk of the senate, the market and the
| street Read the more ancient

SCripture
L}

| the light of every-day experience, and it will

some portions of the book and lifs do not im: | be seen that as \:n!ult hl”\\'“ re formulate
mediatelv betrav the presence of the powers her laws but e antly olx them, moving
of the \;.-ql.l l”:wm" but it would be extreme- | along with an almost unbroken quiet O Lhi
ly hazardous to vlu?l‘n" that their influnces are | YOV lations of God and man in Seripture ar
absolutely absent from any page of the former all cast in the mould of the idea of Kternity
r {racgment of the latter For as men ll\mw} e be ¢
n the very centers of worldliness, in an at !
Ny 'y']v’ 1'¢ . vLural l ‘.\|‘]| Lime .Uni SUTINC, olten S“l\ll l“l'; (:HHAUI{IIN l“‘: ll‘:\lJH vl"
"‘h”,l”"]'” ol eternity, so thoere may ln \V(“{Kr’

“‘lll!‘bl“ ol ""
Haman

1y I‘Il"t

ind Moy

cen ensigns and

vorld i the biographies ol

whirlwind ot ;:...|~.! that rushe through the

n of Keelesiastics and the |

|
i 'l‘in held was \\|.|,
the day ol Christ
]‘|||q‘ l1‘| \ L wWas

and the

|,\||v1||'

harvest rip 1

it

'lll" Yi:‘ Lhorer

l:{l nieous

: ; ; were very few he work of the world’s con
hook of Job. (N IY I perion tustinct ol un )
version has been Progress sinee, and now
wortality which persists in asserting that ow : 1
- , | " | tor eighteen hundred years, the harve till
Indavidual existboend I HOL Closed Wiiern L I : | (] ™ 1 ¢
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I { o 0 LUC CArly Labol 11 'l
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. : . GBS prospered, and with ama wpadd
lallinge solace b the waters ol a I'.u"\l\lll N a . '
. 1Ly Chn tanit Wil l-!-‘ EAM AN | L L1
tural religion has always mtimated 4 coming . . PR
(L nati the hand of the Lord wa vith Lhos
dayv ol retribution Vhe ehildren of a locu wi fowt) (]
| 10 went lorth preaching 1O (POSIH overy
cater past have ever looked forward to the | ‘ 1
whe
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y T Waere minooearnest in OS¢ il 0
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lastinge streneth, His counsel stands fast
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thi

’u;ln 1"\

verbially

: ; : . city of priests, of soldier and
ever and ever, and the thouehts to his heart ¢ ¥ . '
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to all nerations His laws know no ehane i
\ | { \ India and China are POOI
(e ith an mtnite toresight, they embrac y '
| , | ’! p Not s0 with countries blest with Christian
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l'h 1 iy |’ | ! 1] ! v : S ewvilization, and a Protestant Bible Christiani
Wit crrcumstance and Lthe exigencies ol dil
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lerent en and climes nune i rock .
: Christian America and Great Dritian arve the
his eternal truth men anchor i safety and ai .
; . world mulionanre I our own Youne
Hevel movyed, On his mfinit pur Lh ol \
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Hdinel (riVzoe, ' IS UiO) i) CYer i 111
1 : 74 - I ) uch on this g¢loh (:zo0d has with liberal
moed I'rom his power they constantly draw, )
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I e s : m~]:'-'l~| s Can we chanee the habits o
| ledge of s immortality Lhere 18 4 heaven , .
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