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THE GOUD NEWS
gets better. A few weeks since westated the num-
ber of conversions reported in a single exchange.
Each week sitce the same paper (the ZTelescope,
organ of the United Brethren) has had as large,
and sometimes larger lists of conversions. Nine
hundred, ten hundred and three, twelve hundred
and fifty, and twelve hundred are the numbers re-
ported for the past four weeks. Such reports are
exceedingly gratifying. Then all the rest of our
religivus exchanges report extensive revivals both
in the United States and Canada, The Divine power
and love are being displayed, and all the peuple
should give glory to God for His gracious doings.
Not the least pleasing intelligence that reaches
us, however, is that of the Lord's loving dealings
with the churches of our own denomination.

Rejoicing with the brethren of other divisions
of the Church of Christ in their joy over hearts
quickened with newer and fresher Christian life,
and over souls new born into the kingdom of God,
it 1s but natural we should have peculiar joy that
our own branch of the church is experiencing re-
freshing from the presence of the Lord. The
tidings from our Nova Scotia brethren, equally
with that from the brethren of this Province, make
the heart glad. But though rejoicing, we are not
satisfied. Much has been done, yet much remains
to be done, and can be done. What the Lord has
wrought through the instrumentahty of His people
clearly indicates that He is able and willing to do
much more.

'Will the ministers and churches enter heartily
and confidently upon the work which God commits
to His people? What they read of s work
ought to incite them to faith and zeal. We long
to hear from every church in the land of the abun-
dant outpouring of the Spirit of God. Remember
the promise that 1' is more willing to give the

Holy Mpirit than fathors and mothers are to give r

good things to their children. He waits to be
asked, saying, * Ask and ye shall receive,” * What-
soever two or three are agreed in asking touching
my kingdom, I will grant it to them.” Go to Him
then in prayer, and go to work gor Him with all

your strength, and the result is sure.

L - - -

" ENCOURAGE YOUR MINISTER.
Every one can do it. Every one ought to do it.
3

It should be your ambition to help him in every
way. He expects you to do so; and will be grate-

ful for every kind ward and deed, IHis heart will
be warmer, his mind clearaer, his purposes more

fixed, and all his efforts will be more earnest and
effective. Cheer him, and his sermomns will be
better, fresher and richer; and you will get more
good out of them.

# Poor sermons often result from a discouraged
heart. Flattery hurts and offends a sensible man,
but npprcciatinu does him good. Mines of unde-

veloped streng‘h are lodged with modest men, who
only need words of sympathy and cordial support '
A scnse of weakness and incom- |

to bring it out, |
petency is a millstone around many a pastor : l.‘-wk. '
Wise, generous encouragement will work deliver- \
ance. Even men of feeble hu!lb‘, .:unl numerous \I"-, ;
fects are aided by prudent, faithful support. Itis
cruel to forsake a pastor because he is weak ; he
should be sustained with still greater vigor on this |
account. Yet how often do men receive fecble |
support just because they need it more than others, |
The poor man's poverty and the weak man’s weak-
pess are their destruction.”

- .- ——

A FREE PRESS.

A few wecks ago we informed our readers that
Mr. Dougal, editor of the Montreal Witness, had
been sued for libel by a Mr. McGribbon. The
groynd upon which the charge of libel was made
was that Mr. Dougal, in the Winess, commented
severely on the fact that* Mr. McGribbon, at an en-
tertainment given by him to a snow-shoging club,
had farnished champagne in such abundance that
many yourg men became drunk. The Witness
spoke out honestly against the outrage; and Mr.
McGribbon felt so much aggrieved that he deter
mined to annihilate Mr. Dougal by ahuge libel
suit. The undertaking has come to grief, how-
ever, a8 it should, the Grand Jury having failed to
find a bill against Mr, D. 'We wonder if Mr. Me-
Gribbon gave one thought to the aggrieved feelings
of the parents whose sons, at his house, took their
first lesson in drunkenness. It is a pet notion
with some people that they may do as they choose,
po matter how much others may suffer, but so soon
a8 they are censured they get greatly exeited; and
want * satistaction ™ at once. These attempts to
silence the press evidence great weakness on the
part of the men who make the attempts. What is
a press good for that does not fearlessly condemn
the wrongs that exist in society 7 Only the other
day certain members of our Legislature felt moved
tosay that the pulpits and press of this Province
did very wrong, indeed what they had no right
whatever to do, when they censured the last year’s
treatment of the Liquor Bill. Must the pulpit and
press be quiet while the greatest wrongs are being
inflicted upon the country and indiviuasis? Such
men torget what sort of stufl the pulpit and press
are made of. (We say nothing here of this ses-
sion's legislation in the interests of the rum trade,
but will have something to say at the proper time.)

We congratulate Mr. Dougal on being saved the
trouble and expense of a long trial. That the
Witness will continue to be outspoken we know,
judging from the past. Bo let all the press be “ a
terror to evil-doers.”

-

THE “ ATLANTIC.”

The loss of the steamship Atlantic, which was
briefly chronicled in our news columns last week,
is the engrossing topic of conversation, On both
sides the Atlantic the sad event has filled the pub-
lic mind with horror. No more appalling calamity

" has occurred for years, if ever. The heart sickens

at the thought of hundreds of men and women

quietly slecping, expecting on awaking to be in a
safe barbour, being without a moment’s warning

|  hurried to such fearful death. Wives and children,

&

.

and in many cases whole families, went down with
the ill-fated vessel. Who can think without sin-
cerest sorrow and tenderest sympathy of the an-

| school-teachers,

'\
- N

guish carried to thousands of hearts by the tidings

of the going down of the Atlantic with her human
freight.

An investigation into the causes of the loss of the
ship is being held in Halifux before collector Mc-
Donald, under direction of the Dominion Govern-
ment ; ané it is to be hoped that the whole matter
will be probed to the bottom ; and if it appear that
there was negligence on the part of the officers let
the guilty ones receive the meritted punishment.
So far the investigation has gone to show that the
captain was a careful and, heretofore, skilful officer.
The terrible occurrence may have been altogether
beyond the control of ..ose in charge of the ship;
though it does seem strange that all the officers
should have been so much astray as to the real po-
sition of the vessel. To landsmen it is almost un-
accountable that on a comparatively clear night,
they should not have been able to tell to a certain-
ty just where they were. Let the examination be
thoroughly searching.

The survivors speak in highest terms of the treat-
ment they received at the hands of the people on
whose shore they were cast. A good deal of real
heroism was developed by the hardy dwelleis by
the sea. The daring of Rev. Mr. Ancient is worthy
of special mention, he having at the risk of his own
life saved several persons from death; and by his
bravery he incited nthers to noble doing too. In
Halifax considerable sums of money have been rais-
ed for the sufferers who have lost all they possessed.
Bome of the survivors have passed through this
city en route for the States, and here too they have
been generously treated.

A large number of bodies of the drowned have
been already recovered ; some of which have been
sent to their friends in the States, but the larger
number have been buried near the scene of the
wreck,

S S —

DENOMINATIONAL NEWS.

§#9" This department is eagerly read by all, es-
pecially by those who love Zion and desire her
prosperity. Here the news of the churches 1s
chronicled. We are thaunkful to those brethren
who send us information for this column ; we wish
all would promptly forward what would be inter-
esting. It is not necessary to write lengthy letters ;
all we wish is the simple statement of facts, such
for instance as given by brethren Knowles and
Downey, in this issue. Send us the facts,
brethren, and we will prepare the items for publi-
cation. Ministers want to hear from ministers, and
churches {irom churches. KEach does the other
good by reporting the Lord’s dealings. Such news
as is given below must be cheering and faith-in-
spiring. Let us have more of it.

Woobraxp, York Co.—Bro, John Henderson
is continuing his labours in Woodland, and the
Lord is prospering the work, Last Sabbath Bro.
Kinghorn was with Lim, and baptized five con-
verts. Others are determined to serve the Lord.
May the good work go on.

KemprvinLe, YArmourE Co.—Rey., Charles
Knowles writes cheeringly, under date of April
1st. He says:—

“ While labouring in a revival at Pubpico with
Bro. Weston, where I had been about four weeks,
and where the work of God went on gloriously, all
at once I felt my mind deeply impressed to go to
Kemptville. I started immediately, and on arriv-
ing here I found reformation had already begun in
gsome prayer-meetings that were being held. Ihave
been here now about four weeks, Bro, West has
been with me part ot the time, and has rendered

gooa service. I have baplized (wenty-six, and
added thirty-three to the church. The Work 1s
still going on, and there are others, 1 think, who
will be baptized soon. ‘O, that men would praise
the Lord for His goodness and for His wonderful

works to the children of men.’”

NorTi BrAxcu OroMocto.—Rev. Mr. Brown
writes that since the last report, five more converts
have been baptized on profession of their faith in
Christ.
field of labour at Rusagornish and Waasis,

He is now about returning to his regular
He
has epent nine weeks at the North Branch, and
feels that the Lord has done a good work there,

Besides many wanderers reclaimed, there have been

| twenty-eight new born souls baptized, ten of them

He closes his letter by saying :—

“ I never shall forget the kindness and hiberality
manifested towards me by this people while I have
been with them.”

UprrPER ARGYLE AND Barmrixatoy, N, S.—Rev,
‘Wm. Downey writes from Barrington under date
March 28th, the following good news :—

“ Knowing you are always glad to hear words of
good cheer from all parts of our Zion, I write to
inform you that I have secen quite a season of pros-
perity for the last two months in Upper Argyle,
where I laboured the last year, I have been per-
mitted to see a good work of grace. 1 baptized
thirty-cight and added forty-one to the church,
which was also thoroughly revived. Among those
baptized was quite a number of heads of fumliies,
some quite aged. } )

I have also been permitted to see some revival in
this place. I bad the privilege of baptizing three
young men last Babbath, all of whom are happy in
the Lord.

It affords me much pleasure to hear from time to
time, through the INTELLIGENCER, of the good
seasons enjoyed by loved brethren in different parts
of my native Province,”

- O G .

THE RIGHT KIND OF PEOPLE.,
A REASONABLE REQUEST,

Giad that the Government of this province are
being successful in their emigration scheme, we are
especially gratified that the people who are com’ng
to make homes for themselves here are of the sober
class, A correspondent at Kintore, Kincardine-
shire, writes to the Telegraph taat the Kintore men
who are coming out with the Stonehaven colony,
are strong temperance men, and they wish to be
free from all annoyance arising from the liquor
traflic, They have requested Capt. Brown to for-
ward the following petition to Governor Wilmot ;
To His Excellency the Governor of New Brunswick,

“ We, the undersigned members of the Kintore
Township, Kincardineshire Colony, humbly shew
that we view, with the most heartfelt sorrow, the
sad effects of intoxicating drink in our native coun-
try (Scotland), and having a deep and sincere wish
that our familles may be protected from the like
consequences as that which have so often occurred
ia the homes we have left. 'We do therefore humb-
ly petition your Exeellency that no intoxicating
drink be allowed to be sold in our district, except
for medical or chemical purposes.

And your petitioners will ever pray.”

Signed by the whole of the emigrants of the
Kintore Township.

We do not know that the Governor has power to
prevent the sale of liquors in their district us they
desire. The Legislature would not grant to a dis-
trict the power to stop the sale of rum within i%
limits by a majority vote even. Some of our Legis,
lators (members of the Executivetoo) evidently be-
lieve in free rum, and cry out loudly against inter-
ference with the rights (7) ot that much persecuted
and greatly abused class, the rumsellors, Accord-
ing to thelr view of the matter a man who wishes
to engage in the nefarious traffic has a right to set
up bis poison bottle anywhere, whether the people
like it or not, - We are pleased however that the
hardy men who are coming to us from over the
water kmow from observatiop, if not from exper-
ience, how great & curse rum is, ynd are anxious to
be preserved from its blighting, damning touch,

We hope our “ representatives” will learn a lesson
from their reasonable request, so earnestly put. If
it be in the power of the Governor in Council to
grant their prayer let it be done by all means. At
any rate the temperance people of the country
should give their fellow abstainers a hearty wel-
come, and then use all their influence to aid them
in their laudable determination to prevent the de-
stroyer from coming within their district.

Revivars—The revival interest continues in this
city unabated. On Sunday last eleven candidates
in all, were baptised by the several Calvinist min-
isters in this city and Portland. In Carleton Rev.
Mr. Hartley baptised some, but we did not learn
how many. The Rev. Mr. Parsons baptised eigh-
teen at the Ballast wharf early in the morning.
The meetings under the mnistrations of Mr, Par-
sons are continued every evening and om Saturday
afternoon. At every meeting the house is crowded
to its utmost capacity, and the interest manifested
is highly encouraging. After the regular evening
service on Sunday those who were baptised in the
morning, and several others—in all twenty-five—
received the right hand of fellowship, and were ad-
mitted members. A praycer meeting was then cal-
led in the vestry, and . almost the entire congrega-
tion remained.

——— ¢ ¢ ¢ e

OBITUARY.

Deacon William West died at the residence of
his brother, C. A. West, Centreville, Carleton Co.,
March 11th, aged 47 years. The subject of this
sketch was born at Kingsclear, York County, from
which he moved 1n 1850, and has since been a resi-
dent of Wicklow, Carleton County. Here he ex-
perienced pardoning grace, was baptized by Elder
G. W. Orser, and united with the F. C. Baptist
Church at Tracy’s Mills. In consequence of his
steadfast Christian character, the church subse-
quently appointed and ordained him Deacon. He
was a good; man; quiet, unassuming, the friend of
peace, sympathizing with and supporting every
effort to build up the kingdom of Christ, and es-
tablish truth on the earth. Deeply sensible of his
own unworthiness and imperfections, he trusted
only in the me~its of the Divine Redeemer, and de-
voutly prayed that he might overcome and enter
the saints’ everlasting rest. We mourn our loss,
but confidently feel that he has exchanged earthly
scenes for heavenly joys. May the deeply bereaved
widow and children, and circle o¥ mourning
friends, look up above the dark c¢lond of sorrow,
and view the departed husband and father, where
sorrow and death shall never come. 6. w. McD,

B P S ——

The Maritime Monthly Tor April is on sale at the
bookstores. The following is the table of contents :

Two Problems in Social Statics; A Plot within
a Plot; The Catacombs of Rome; A Tour through
Danderville ; The Gloamin’ Hour ; Philip Blair ;
Statistics of Nova Scotia ; The English in Ireland ;
An Editor’s Trials ; Current Events,

This Magazine has been reccived with a good
deal of favor, and the Publishers feel assured of
success. We hope they may not be disappointed.
It ought to be well supported by Provincialists,

Price $3.00 a year. Address J. & A, McMillan, St.
John.

The Sanitarian, A. N. Bell, M. D., editor, is the
name of a new monthly journal, the first number of
which is before us, The purpose of this publica-
tion, as stated in the prospectus, is to so present
the results of the variousinquiries which have been,
and which may hereafter be made for the preserva-
tion of health and the expectationg of human life,
as to make them most advantageous to the public
and to the medical profession. The present num-
ber contains some valuable papers, among which
are. The Importance of Sanitary Science, and some
Of the rerauons o1 vne medicnl profession to. educa.-
tion ; School Poisoping, and Tenant and Factory
suffocation ; The necessity of ve-vaccination, &c.
Price, $3.00 a-year. -A. S, Barnes & Co., 111 & 113
William Street, New York, Publishers,

A Short Account gf the Lords Work among the
Micmace Indians, by Rev, 8. T. Rand, is before us.
The writer gives a brief historieal sketch of the
Micmacs, of whom there are about 4,000 in the
Provinces; the commencement of the mission
among them about 28 years ago; the trials and en-
couragements Lie has had m his labour in their be-

balf; and the success that he has had, and also his

nope for the future. He also gives some reasons for

his seceding from the Baptist denomination.

TI'he New Dominion Monthly for April, contains
rather more than the usual variety of interesting
reading. The Poetry of the Bible; The Diamond
Fields ot Africa ; The Georgrom Bay Regions ; The
late Dr. Guthrie &ec.; together with a full Young
Folks and Home Departments, make the present
number quite attractive. Thereds also a portrait
of the late Dr. Guthrie,

Do and Seissors,

Mr. Spurgeon gives out that he will not be cailed
Reverend, and that he will refuse to take from the
post office all letters addressed to him with that
prefix,

Which to us seems a determined cffort to be pe-
culiar, revealing a “ weakness” in even so great a
man as Mr. Spurgeon,

There is quite a brisk demand just now for some
provision to unordain ministers, 80 that men who
have left the profession in fact, should not bear the
tiile.

This is not at all to be wondered at since so many
neglect the duties of the ministerialoffice.

The Queen.—The Duke of Argyle has, by desire
of Her Majesty the Queen, sent a letter to the eld-
est son of Dr, Guthrie, expressing * to the bereaved
widow and family of Dr, Guthrie, her Majesty’s sin-
cere sympathy with them, as well as her Majesty’s
very true sorrow for the loss of one so good and
useful.”

“ Lay Popes” are somewhat plentiful in our
churches, An exchange thus defines one of this
class : ,

“ A lay p()&c is a mar. with more zeal than grace,
more self-sufficiency than sense, more noise than
ideas—who undertakes to ‘run’ the church, the
Sunday school, the minister, the session, the dea-
cons, and the sewing society.” .

The Lewiston Jourral refutes the statement that
more liquor is drunk in Maine under the prohibi-
tory laws thau in the days before their entorcement,
by an appeal to veracious figures. It shows that
not one-eighth as much liquor is sold per inhabi-
tant there as in the States, wliere the liquor traffic
is licensed, and that crime has dimimshed fifty per

cent. since 1866. This is a strong point for the
Prohbitionists, certainly,

T he colored people of Bosgton mourn the loss of
Rev. L. A. Grimes, the devoted Baptist preacher in
that city, who died a few days since. Fortwenty-
six years he was the genial, earnest pastor amon
them, and his history made his name a househol
word. Born a freeman in Virginia, he became a
hack-driver in Washington, angl for several yocars
assisted slaves across the border., Once he was
tried for this offence, and imprisoned in Richmond.
His subsequent ministry in Boston is spoken of
in kindly and flattering terms in Baptist papers
and by preachers who knew him. IHe was generally
known, too, among the freedmen of the South,
who cannot fail to cherish his memory.

Checking the Evil—The French lative As-
sembly have passed a bill punishing intemperance
by severe penalties. It proposes that every person
who hgs been twize convicted of drunkenness shall
be deprived of the right to vote and of being
voted for, of being a juryman, and of bearing
arms. Liquor dealers are a

risonment, and to a deprivation of  their civil
ts. France is fecling the need of 8
the source of its greatest disasteps ;

Weekly.

liable to fine or im- |

i

Zion's Herald gives the details of the remarkable
revival which had been in progress in Bath, Me,,
since the weck of prayer. The work has been ac-
companied with the most cordial feeling between
the different denominations, who have worked in
unison, The revival has been marked by an entire
absence of undue ecxcitement, and at the close of
the tenth week showed no abatement. Inthe Wes-
ley Church the conversions number 300, and other
churches have been blessed in tho same manner.

Success of the Free System.—The Uentral Congre-
gational church at Philadelphia has abolished the
system of pew rents, and in their stead voluntary
pledges for the supnort of public \;vorshxp have
been received. It is not proposed to interfere with
the permanency of the sittings, and each contribu-
tor is allowed to select a seat from any that may
be unoccupied at the time of his application. An
increase of seventy-five per cent in revenue has al-
ready been secured —an amount sufficient to meet
the entire current expenses of the present year.

Deaconesses for Churches.—Plymouth Church,
Minneapolis, have elected three of their lady mem-
bers deaconessess. The term of officeis three years,
and their duties are to care for the sick and poor.
especially among the vomen, and to look after the
spiritual interests of the girls, the young ladies and
the female members of the church generally. Re-
sponsive readings by the congregation has been
adopted as a part of the morning service. Rev.
Dr. Budington’s church in Brooklyn have also
elected two women as deaconessess in thelt congre-
gation.

Prison  Conversions.—Eight convicts confined in
the Nebraska State Penitentiary were recently con-
firmed by Bishop Clarkson. The services were
very interesting and impressive. A large number
of people were in attendance, and the arrangements,
under the supervision of the Warden, were com-
plete, all the prisoners participating with the ut-
most order and interest. The Confirmation address
was particularly touching, and as the candidates,
six of whom were Indians, stood with bowed heads
and evidently sincere hearts, dedicating themselves
to the church and a new life, it was a scene at once
nyvel and 1nteresting,

Bismarek is the man for the day, the great man
of the age. He is the first statesmanr of modern
times who had the sagacity to perceive, with the
courage to avow, that Popery is the enemy of civil
government, and always and everywhere deter-
mined to subject the secular power to the desgot-
ism of the Church. The Pope as a priest he would
let alone, but when he and his people interfere with
the affairs of State, Bismarck will meet them ;
crush them as he did Louis Napoleon. Indeed, he
avows that the French declaration of war against
Prussia and the Vatican decree of Infallibility were
cotemporancous, and all of a piece. He knows
that Popery and liberty are incompatible.

The revival work continues unabated in many
places, and although it is not a wide-spread and
general movement, many interesting facts are re-
corded in connection with it, Rev. E. P. Ham-
mond, whose labors in Kansas last year were at-
tended with such fruitful results, has lately been
in Towa, and reports many conversions. ‘The work
in Des Moines, he writes, has been glorious, the
morning prayer-meetings having crowded the lar-
gest church in the city. Young converts accom-
pany him “rom place to place. Eighty went with
him from Burlington to Mt. Pleasant, and forty
were to go recently from Des Moines to assist in a
few meetings at Council Bluffs, which has the name
of being one of the wickedest places in ITowa.
The quiet, earnest work in Plainfield, N. J,, has re-
sulted in about 400 conversions; and in Memphis,
Tenn., 225 persons have joined the six churches in
the place since the week of prayer. The pastor of
the Methodist church in Gallion, Ohio, which has
had 200 additions, has been aided in his work Dby
a devoted company of ladies known as the “ Pas-
tor's Aid Corps.”

e — e s —
(From our Own Cortresnondent.)

WHAT OUR LAW-MAKERS ARE DOING.
NO, VL
While the Federal Government at Ottawa is
being harassed by a considerably heavy Opposi-

tion, the Ministers being asked all sorts of ques-
tIONS YoM THE CITIS | WHITO INOVE Seutle Tiws euois o

struggle going on between two parties, those “in”
and those “out,” and while the Imperial Parlia-
ment has been the scene of a defeat of Ministry and
a subsequent reconsiruction, New Brunswick, quiet
and happy, has looked upon the Opposition to the
King-Fraser Administration growing more fecble
with the growth of days. Several times have
questions been voted upon, which showed how the
current of feeling ran, and how strong was that
current, and several times have strong majorities
been found in favour of the Government. It may
be that these in the Opposition benches are con-
vinced that the measures proposed by the Govern-

‘ment are for the best, and as conscientious legisia-

tors, have espoused the right; it may be that hay-
ing matched their strength against that ot the
Government, and finding it much inferior, they
have concluded that it were politic to contend no
longer, or it may be for various other reasons ; but
from some cause or other, actuated by some motive
or other, they have of la‘e manifested less deter-
mination to impede the quiet progress of business,
As was expressed by several members, when the
Attorney General’s amendment to the School Act
of 1871 was being discussed, they wished now to
do what they could to make the law work as har-
moniously as possible, and since it was law, they
were anxious to assist in all legitimate ways to
make it agreeable to the people of New Brunswick.
Mr. Landry, with others, gave expression to this
sentiment, yet he regretted that the petitions of
about 96,000 of our people had been overlooked
and their prayer disregarded, Contrary to expec
tation, Gough openly agreed with the Government
that the salary of the Principal of the Training
School should be increased to $1,200, and while he
believed that the proposed amendments were for
the better, he regretted that the 60th section of
the Act had remained untouched. (This section
provides that all schools shall be non-sectarian.)
He, with Landry, Adams, Harington, Gillespie, ete.
thought that something should be done to make
the law popular to all our people. As it was, 80,-
000 of our children are uneducated, reaping none
of the advantages resulting from free schools,
Considering everything, there was but a small
per-centage of that spirit of opposition manifested
which we were led to look for and expect. That
this evidences increasing wisdom on the part of
our law-makers, we think all must admit. We do
not believe in making a virtue of necessity, yet
if a repeal cannot be obtained, then it is better for
the minority to endeavor to become in sympathy
with the law. The bill for the repeal of the
Schocl Act of 1871 was moved by Mr. Williams.
Ile did not think proper to make a speech thereon,
thinking, in all probability, that the bill fully ex-
plained itself. It was immediately subsequent to
the grateful and considerate hoist which this bill
received, that Attorney General King was pleased
to move his bill above referred to. He spoke for-
cibly and atlength thereon, dwelling upon the
several sections, their meanings, benefits and ne-
cessities. At intervals this bill has been consider-
ed by the House in committee of the whole, section
after section being discussed both pro and cos. The
whole bill contains 56 sections. We look upon the
40th section, however, as one of the most important.
This provides that where the rate-payers of a dis-
trict refuse to vote to assess themselves in support
of a school, the trustees of such district, upon cer-
tifying the facts of the case and ability of such
district to support a school, to the Board of Educa-
tion, may estimate the amount required for school
purposes, and said Board of Education may au-
thorize the trustees to assess such or a less amount,
For want of # section of this character, very many
children in cur Province have been deprived of
school advantages during the past year, In many

districts, where a very small majority have been
against assessing themselves for school purposes,
the remaining ratepayers have been unable to ob-
tain a school, and thus their sons and daughters,
as well as those of the majority, were not. privi-
leged to attend school and reap the advantages
thereol. We are right glad that a change has
come. Gradually we will arrive, I believe, to
compulsory education, and not until that time can
we expect to make as rapid strides in the way
of education as we might desire. Some of the
countries foremost in the world for literary and
scientific progress have this, and we hope that in
due time the same may be said of New Brunswick.
We were not at all disappointed in finding Mr.
Hanington in opposition to this section. He op-
posed it very vigorvusly, and contended that it
was unjust to take the people's money without
their consent. What pity he feels for the people,
and how considerate about their money. He
would make the impression that he measured all
things by money. But there is something better
than gold. The youthful mind, the hope of our
country and nation, is worth far more than the
sordid riches of earth. And when men are found
whose minds are more devoted to gold than good-
ness, and who estimate wealth first, education
afterwards ; when such men are found, although
they be in a majority in any district, it is well to
compel them to assist the minority in educating
their own and their neighbour’s children,

Mr. Hibbard, like a true man, considered the
section a wise one, and hoped to see it enforced ;
and Mr. Adams took pleasure in seeing the Govern-
ment recognize the right of the minority. The
latter sentiment called the Attorney General again
to his feet, who said that the Government did not
recognize majority nor minority schools, but merely
regarded the whole matter as a means of public
education. This is the proper way, no doubt, to
regard the matter ; and one nced not be possessed
of very great sagacity or penetration to see the
point around which Mr. Adams’ thoughts and hints
centred and revolved. The same sentiment, if ex-
tended, would embrace the case of the Catholic
minority of our Province not receiving supposed
rights equal to those of the Protestant majority.
But enough of this. We have often wished, during
the session, that a free school system had prevailed
among us w' .n the men who now are debating
this law, were boys. Whether many of them would
have profited much thereby or not, it were less dif-
ficult to imagine than assert. Let us hope, how-
ever, that free education may show its effects upon
our legislators in the future; and as this is an age
of progress in other things, let us likewise hope it
may be in this respect. In all probability, as long
as the spirit of humanity remains ag it is, there
will be minds so blinded by cuprdity, as to be op-
posed to education. In all probability, in half'a
century from this, a man could be found to bring
in a hill for repeal ot School Act of 1871 ; yet, the
chances are, that the system will have far more
friends then than now.

During the week just past, a great numbe: of
bills have been before the House. There have
been Gillespie’s, relating to gaol limits; Willis’
relating to Corporations; Donald’s, on qualification
of voters. During the discussion of this last bill,
“universal sufferage,” sentiments were manifested
here and there. In fact, extreme views were taken
on both sides, we fancy. The mover oi the bill
threw himself into a position of' defence for the
bill, and with patriotic zeal, so characteristic of
the man, argued that many not blessed with a large
amount of property, should have a voice in the

renresentation of the countrv. e raised the ques-
tion of mind versus money—holding that it was

the former, not the latter, that should vote. The
bill, however, was kindly treated to the three
months’ hoist, as was a bill sent down from Legis-
lative Council, relating to water lots and other
shore rights. Then there have been bills relating
to railroads ; petitions referring to the same ; bills
referring to churches and synods; to boom com-
panies and driving companies; to skating clubs,
etc., forming a variety such as is usual near the
close of a session,

The annual report of schools of New Brunswick
for 1872 has been laid before the House during the
past week. It is not my province to review it, but
it would seem to be complete and has received lit-
tle criticism from members in opposition. We be-
lieve that as the benefits of free schools manifest
themselves continually, the opposition thereto will
just as continuously weaken, and by degrees one
and all will be 'ed to conclude that the men whko
gave us the Act of 1871 conferred a beon upon the
country, and we believe that when they are in their
graves, those will be found who in numbers will re-
joice that the greatest interests of humanity were
not forgotten by them. They have erected to
themselves a monument more lasting than marble,
inasmuch as their epitaph will be written in the
growing intelligence of the youth of our country.

In all probability another letter shall close our
rambling Legislative correspondence, as already
land has been sighted, and- soon we expect to wit.
ness the excitement of disembarking. Unlike the
ill-fated Atlantic, we trust to make port in safety,

.
Fredericton, April 9, 1873,

FrepericToN, April 8,—The House went into
Committee on the Goverrment measure to provide
md for Chatham Branch Railway. Mr, Kelly com-
mitted the bill, and explained its provisions, He
stated that there were eight miles of the road to
be constructed. A Company had been formed, and
$20,000 worth of stock had been subscribed. They
now ask for $40,000 a mile subsidy, and the Goy-
ernment to take $30,000 in stock in the Company,
with the aid granted to other roads. He thought
it a modest sum, This would make the aid about
$4,000 per mile,

Mr. Gough stated that he would support the
subsidy of $40,000, although he regretted that it
was not larger; and in a subsequent speech he
stated that he would oppose the bill, having ob-
tained 1n the meantime information from a compe-
tent man that the road could not be built with the
aid offered. Messrs, Hanington and Landry thought
the matter was one for the Dominion Government
to deal with, Mr., Hanington moved a three
months’ postponement, which was lost on a vote of
25 to 13, and the bill then passed.

ArriL 9.—Mr. Crawford’s bill relating to the
storage of petroleum in St. John and Portland was
committed and passed. It provides that owners
may store petroleum in any quantity in buildings
the fitness of which have been certified to by the
Chief Engineer of 8t. John Fire Department.

Hon Mr. McQueen committed bills relating to
New Brunswick Railway Company. Mr. Gough
asked if it was a Government measure. Mover then
said the Government had agreed upon its provis-
ions, The bill extends the time for building the
bridge at Woodstoek to 1877, and if not built b
tha¢ time the comg:bny forfeits 400,000 acres land.

The Provincial becretary answering Mr. Hibbard
said the bill does not relieve the Company trom the
performance of any part of the contract ; it only ex-
tends the time for building the bridge, and gives
the Government power to withhold 400,000 acres
in case of tailure,

An additional section was added making it com-
pulsory on the Company, after the completion of
the road, to provide sufficient accommodation for
treigh. and gers,

r. Palmer committed the bill to aid in construc-
tion of certain railroads in the Provinge.
lo:m!yu;mlu three months hoist, and it was

B (itana g 1
The bill ides that the parish of Elgin shall
be excluded from voting or t&.i:\‘g‘ herself to aid
Railway Company. Palmer, Hibbard, Han-

bert
kﬂlﬂon, Lindsay, Philips and Beckwith strongly

supported bill, while Willis, Ryan, Adams and
Crawford as strenuously opposed.

The bill was finally agreed to, with certain
amendments,

The Attorney General gave notice of a motion
for Saturday relative to the codification of the laws.

Mr. Maher moved the resolution relating to the
school act, of which he gave notice, conferring the
same rights on the Catholic minority of the Pro-
vince as are enjoyed by the Protestant minority of
Quebec. The resolution refers to numerous peti-
tions in its favor, and to the action of the Dominion
Commons relative to the law.

After speeches had been made for and against
the resolution, it was negatived by the followin
division: Yeas—Gough, Macpherson, Blanchard,
Landry; Adams, Gillespie, Hanington, Donald, Gi-
rouard and Maher—10. Nays—Fraser, King, Kelly,
Stevenson, McQueen, Crawford, White, Willis, Wed-
derburn, Hibbard, Caie, Beckwith, Phillips, Napier,
Coram, Batler, Palmer, Humphrey, Ryan,Williams,
Covert, Harrison, Tibbets, Lindsay and Brown—25,
Messrs. Alward, Theriault, Montgomery, Owen and
Robinson were absent. ;

The bill legalizing assessments in several pa-
rishes in Kent was agreed to.

Mr. Blanchard introQuced a bill incorporating
Female Reform Society of Saint John,

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,
FRrEDERICTON, April 9.—The Germantown Lake
bill, and the bill authorizing the winding up of the

Caledonia Mining and Manutacturing Company
were agreed to.

The bill relating to widows’ dower was post-
poned until next session. In ‘the meantime 250
copies are to be printed for distribution.

ArriL 9.—The Richibucto Branch Railway Bill
was postponed for three months,

The Council went into Committee on a bill rela-
ting to the common schools act 1871, Hon. Mr.
Mclnerney moved the three months’ hoist. The
(plestion being put, the Council divided as follows :

eas—M’Inerney, Robinson-Owen—2. Nays—The
President, Messrs, Todd, Lewis, Seely, Bailey, Be-
veridge, Young and Hamilton—S8, %‘our sections

were passed, when progress was reported, with
leave to sit again.

Hon. Mr. Lewis prescuted five several petitions,

praying for the passage of the bill relating to the
Albert Railway Company.
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" Rev. Mr. Corey (Baptist) received a dona-
tion of $77.50 from his Penobsquis friends last
week. .. . Rev. Mr, Stavely (Presbyterian), of this
city, was the recipient of a donation from his friends
on Friday evening last....Rev. Mr. Boggs (Bap-
tist) baptized -three persons at Indiantown last
Sabbath. . .. Rey. Mr, Porter (Baptist) of Frederic-
ton, baptized one last Sabbath in the baptistery of
the church....Rev. Mr. Carey (Baptist) baptized
two converts on Sabbath... A reyival is in prog-
ress in the Baptist Church, in Lower Wickham,
Queen’s County. Several haye been added to the
church....The funeral of Rev. Mr. Vericker (R.
C. priest), was very largely attended by all denom-
inations. All the Protestant clergymen in the town
were present.

}F™ Mr. Tilley's Budget Speech i¢highly spoken
of. Even the Opposition members were constrained
to congratulate him on his success. No one now
doubts that he was the only man of the Govern-
ment to succeed Sir Francis Hincks as Finance
Minister. New Brunswick may well feel proud of
Tilley and Mitchell, as may Nova Scotia of Dr,
Tupper, for they are all men of acknowledged abil-

ity, and of large influence in the Government of the
Dominign.

To CorrespoNpENTS,—A. L. Boyer : Have or-
dered number and address changed. If further
irregularity, please inform wus. Your mame 1s on
the Photograph list, and the picture will be for-
warded in a few days..... John London: We can-
not understand why it is that your paper is irre-

gular. We have given further directions, however,
i ehic IITEGUIATILY CONtluuee ke kind emangh to

inform us again. .., Rev, @. W. MaD.: The name
sent was put on the list. Will see what is wrong.

... Miss E. V. Woodworth : Received the note of
Mrs. B. K., and gave directions at the time, and
supposed all was right. Have given further orders
now. If the paper is not received regularly after
this, please notify us, 'We have made good the dc-
ficiency in numbers... . K Moses Wallace: You evi-
dently misunderstood the terms on which-the pre-
miums were given. Premiums were promised to
those who paid in advance to No, 1040, that is to
December next. You have paid to 1014, that is to
the first of July next.....S8. M. Shaw : Letter not
received.. . .. Solomon Kendrick ; Have ordered B,
B.’s number changed.

§=¥"The Report of the Chief Superintendent of
Schools has just been received, Too late for exa-
mination this week.

" Our “India Letter” nex\ week.

Over one hundred thousand conversions have Leen
reported in the religious papers of tre land durin
the last four months.  This shows that the gospe
still wields a gracious inflnence over humanhearts,
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New BruNswick.—Report says that a large
number of young men and women have gone from
Sackville and surrounding country for the United
States, They will probably be gladto get back
next fall. .. A young man named Powers had his
leg broken at Rothesay the other day while wrest-
ling. Moral: Don’t wrestle....A Soap Factory is
about being started at Backville....The bodies of
two infants were found in the Old Church Burial
Ground, one on Saturday and the other on Sunday.
.++»There is a case of small-pox at Shediac.....
There are two cases of the spinal disease in Fred-
ericton. ., .Mr, Kent, keeper of the Swallow Tail
Light House, Grand Manan, an old and faithful
public servant, has been pensioned at $145 a vear,
and the office given to his son. The salary is $400.
.+« .Beveral deaths have occurred in Memramcook
from the spinal disease ; and there are some serious
cases of it at Hillsboro'. ., . Wm. Parker, Esq., Col-
lector of Customs at the Port of Newcastle, died
suddenly on Sunday,,..66 Frenchmen, from She-
diac, left by the boat on Monday for Haverhill,
Mass., where they are engaged to work at brick-
making....Bome of the stone-cutters in this city
are “ on a strike,” 'They have been receiving $2.25
a day, but want $2.75. $2.50 has been offerec, but
they refuse ...A freight train ran off the track
about two miles east of McAdam Junction on Mon-
day. The ergineer received some injuries ... Mr.
James Brown had three fingers uearly cut off by
coming in contact with a circular saw at which he
was weorking in Christie's Factory on Waterloo
Street.....The barks James W. Elwell and Moroceo,
belonging to Messrs, Troop & Son, of this city, have
been burned at sea. The crew of the Elwell were
seventy-two days in ap open boat, and before being
rescued ten perso ns had died of hunger and cold.
. ... Thomas M. Reed, Esquire, was re-elected Mayor
of this City on Tuesday last.

Nova Scoria.—Mr, Alexander Gordon, station-
master at Pictou, rescued a young girl named Anna
Grant, who broke through the ice while crossing
the harbor the other day., Hecame near losing his
own life....The Albion Mines have been sold to a
company composed of 8ir Hugh Allan and others,
.vs»*“Glenwood " is the new name given to Argyle
Head, Yarmouth County....James Connell, a fish-
erman, of Hesrring Cove, N. 8,, is reported to have

fallen heir to a big fortune in New York. ... Hali




