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THE SCHOOLS REPORT.
T’I( Ah/ﬂl/hv ].’l’l'm'/'[ «:!' the (’umm/m. DU PE /‘{u/',
Grammar, and Training and Model Schools, by the
Ohief Superintendent of Education, in New Bruns-
wick for 1872, is before us.
We think we are safe in saying that never before

has so thorough and so interesting a report been |
submitted by the head of the Education Depart- |

ment of this Province. It ought to be widely dis-
tributed, tor its careful perusal by the peopie can-
not tail of doing much good, removing prejudices
making clear what has been hard to understand,
and creating generally a sentiment more favoyrable
to the Free School system.

We need not refer at length to the Superinten-
dent’s references to the object of the Act, and to the
steps taken preparatory to its coming into opera-

’

tion. The fucis concerning the working of the |

system are of most interest, and they furnish con-
clusive evidences of progress the most satisfactory.
In comparing the results of the present system

with the results of the system which immediately |
preceded it, Mr. Rand uses the statis‘ics of the |
Summer Term of 1871 and the corresponding term |
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of 1872. The following statement exhibits the de-
tails of this comparison :—
1871. 1872.
At ... .. b s 47
o SO | 83
R .. .l D 86
Gloucester, . ....... o7 8
T TR R 56 36
TR e 08 90
Northumberland,..... 75 55
S ROeae e e 58
Restigouche,......... 15 20
St. John,.. . 122 144
L RECINETRE BT S
RS T | 17
Westmorland, ........ 89 82
TR i 127
Totals, IR 887

It is seen that there was a decrease of 23 schools.
which is certainly not a bad exhibit, in view of all
the opposition to the Law, and all the hindrances
to its proper working. On this point, the Chief
Superintendent well says :-

When it is borne 1n mind that the organization
of schools under the law has been impeded, not
only by the forms of opposition which have almost
uniformly attended the introduction, in other
countries, of direct assessment for the support of
schools, but especially thosc arising from dislilge to
the public and non-sectarian character of the
échools sought to be established, the comparatively
small decrease of 33 schools is a striking testimony
of the acceptibility of our present Free School
Bystem,

In the Province of Nova Scotia, where the op
position to non-sectarion Schools did not assume
an organized form, (persons of all christian de

- 3 sing willing v enerallv ankéa h v e :
nominations being ‘\"l“"r, ey oy "“‘“‘(.‘“ UDILe | prayer in behalf of the teachers and pupils of
i 3 organization and support of ommon | * * ; . !
= e ‘ ’ .[ Ters lor these vernacular schools in the Santal jungles ?
Schools), the decrease in the first Term. under the ; ‘

Free System, was 172 schools, and in the second ! Several of the teachers are now deeply impressed

term, 197. The reports of th County Inspe with the truth and value of our religion, and, were
. g ; N . A\ ’ . . . . 3

tors given in Part IIl. of thas Report, App It not for the strong opposition of their friends, I

dix B, shew that much misapprehension has pro
|

vailed in some Countis as to the character of! the

instruction lrlw\lri\\l Iv_. the Common School .\‘ t.
I feel persuaded that when those who, on religious
grounds, inveigh against the promoters ot this
Act, shall divest themselves of all prejudice in
this matter, ard see clearly just what the present
school system aims to accomplish for all the peo

ple, their influence will not be longer us d to ob
struct the exaggeration of the schools it contem-
plates. Certain I am, that experience and observa
tion will convince the Roman Catholics of ' his
Province that * their fellow-citizens are not the
unbelievers and dangerous characters they are r

presented to be; that they have more interests and
feelings in common with them, than in opposition
to them; that the tendencies of the age, and of all
the institutions and enterprise of the country, are
to co-operation and union among all classes of
citizens, rather than to isolation and estrangement
from each other: that there is no part of the civil
and social economy in which this general co-opera- |
tion and unity are more important and advanta
geous to all parties, than in the mental ({l‘\f'lnll
ment of the whole youthful population of the
country, and the diffusion of general knowledge, |
that as all situations of trust and emolument in

our country are directly or indirectly depending
upon the elective voice of ‘Iw‘ people, every man is
inflicting an injury upon his children, who seeks to
isolate them from that acquintance and intercourse
aod community of feeling with their fellow-citi-
zens, which in the very nature of things, is neces
sary to secure general coufidence and favour,

But though there wasa decrease of 23 in the num

|
|

ber of schools, a refeience to the attendance at the |

schools shows that a greater amount of education
was given in the 887 schools under the new sys-
tem than in the 910 schools under the old system,
The total number of pupiis -in the Summer Term
of 1871 was 83,081, while that in 1872 was 89,887

~ an increase of 5,856 ! “ This must be regavded as

. |
most satisfactory progress, since the edvance exceeds

that made during the whole of the previous ten years,”
The following shows the total attendance in the
different Counties :

1871, 1872.

T ORI 1,602 2,079 |
Carleton, ,.... A Tl 3,437
Charlotte, ..... 3,800 4,068
Queen’s, R 1,776 2,026
Restigouche, .. ... .. 615 877
R ORI ¢ T 8,286
s PSR 0955 1,110
BN o anvs conies o 108 3,649
Westmorland, . ...... 8.403 4,450
B s i o i b 3,036 5,014
Gloucester, ........ 1,421 304
R .. Ll e 1,849 1,603
Northumberland, .... 8,023 2,186
L TR 0915 758
;| SR § 39,837

We have put those Counties first in which an in-
crease was made. There are ten 2! thex and the
increase shown by them is 7,228. Four Counties—
Gloucester, Kent, Northumberland and Viectorig—
show an aggregate loss of 1,867, the most of
which (1,117) occurs in Gloucester alone.

Referring to the statement that may be made
that the conclusions founded on a single year's at
tendance are not reliable, the Report says :—

“Itisto be kept in mind that we are not without
the records of history to guide us in this matter,
If New Brunswick were the first country on this
continent, instead of almost the last, that enacted
& Free School Law, the present system might fairly
be considered an experiment, But the success ot
ml’m Bchool sysiem has npot been left, under

vidence, to our decision. The truth is, its suc-
cess or failure in New Brunswick must judge us us

a people.  We, rather than it, are on trial.”
Mr. Rand then compares our position with that
of Nova Scotia, and shows

paid to Messrs, |

1. That previous to the introduction of the Free
School system mnto Nova Scotia, New Brunswick
was educating a larger proportion of her popula-
tion than her sister Province,

Schools in Nova Scotia, that Province has out-dis-
tanced New Brunswick, and taken a foremost posi-
tion among the educating countries of the world.

3. That comparing the attendance at school in
| New Brunswick during 1872, with that reached in
Nova Scotia in 1865 (the first year of Free Schools),
the educational progress of New Brunswick has

|

In view of these solid facts, the Chief is tully
Justified in adding:—* There is no good reason
why this Province shall not, in afew years, sur-
pass Nova Scotia in the vigour of her School sys-
| tem, and the universality of its influence among
| th people. United and patient effort is all that is

; of the operation of the Free Schools system.
i
!

required.”
We cannot give more space to the Report at this
time. We must say, however, that the facts and

| figures presented are such as to satisfy all (who are |

at all open to conviction) that the Free Schools

| system has thus far been all that its friends and l

promoters promiscd it should be. And what it
| has done is promise of what it will do if any sort
of fair play is given it,
the people look favourably upon it is clear; and
every year of iis working will but make the num-
" ber of its friends greater.
l

|
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OUR INDIA LETTER.

!

| Camp Jaunia, Inpia, Feb. 14, 1873,

‘ Mnr. Eprror,—Thanks to some kind friend for
| sending me a copy of your Minutes. It came in
several days ago, but I did not find time to read it
carefully until this week.

It was indeed a most
interesting General Conference that was held at
Lincoln, and I should have greatly enjoyed being
there, I assure you. I am glad that several of our
brethren from the States were permitted to be
with you on that most interesting occasion. Dr.

Day’s account of the Conference, published in the
| Star, was cheering, and I read it with peculiar
lpl(-:uurc: and I must not forget to express my
heartfelt thanks to the Conference for the resolu-

tion expressive of sympathy for me in my recent
|illness. It touched my heart as I read it, and
whenever my thoughts revert to it my lips involun-
| tarily exclaim, God bless them for their kindness.

Thanks to our Heavenly Father, I am now able to |

be hard at work again. I find, however. that since
that terrible brain fever, T cannot endure exposure

| to the sun so well as I used to before, but it is not

for I wish to work on yet many years in India. I
| beg the prayers of the brethren that my health
and strength fail not.
This month, too, I am permitted to be out
amongst the Santals. It is an unceasing pleasure to
labor for these people. My object has been to visit
our little schools in the jungles and preach in all
e neighboring villages. To-day two schools,
numbering together over fifty pupils, have been in
camp for examination, and I have been exceeding
:.l_\' gratified with the progress made during the
| past year. Some of these Santal lads would do
credit to any school. As yet they have studied
only the merest elementary branches, but some ot
them are getting on so well that they will soon be
eligible for the Training School at Midnapore,
where they can be instructed in more advanced
studies. Some will, I hope, become school-masters
jzm«i. may 1t not be that some will be called to
preach the everlasting Gospel to their countrymen ?
| Will our brethren of the churches put up special

2. That since the introduction (in 1865) of Free

surpassed that of Nova Scotia during the first year

That a large majority of

‘1 a goal inwhich to rest,_as if nothing more was

THE NEW CONVERTS.

Just now when many scores of young persons are
giving their hearts to Jesus and are experiencing
the joy of sins pardoned, the following from the
Christian Guardian, is timely :

There are.special temptations and dangers which
assail young converts, in the early period of their
religious life, in the spring tide of their new born
Joy. They are in danger of cherishing a presump-
tuous confidence respecting the future. Because
they have strong faith in God, and gra‘eful love
for his merey, they feel as if they can never again
feel any desire to do anything that would grieve
or offend their Father in heaven. Yet the flush of
joyful emotion will subside, and duys of trial and
temptation come, that will require strength from
above to enable them to endure hardness as good
soldiers of Jesus Christ. Young converts are in
danger of regarding religion as a matter of feeling,
a question of being happy or otherwise, and losing
sight of that higher view that regards conversion
| as the beginning of a life of holy service and war-
| fare. Tt is true that religion conduces to personal
|

happiness, But this is only a gecondary considera-
tion, compared with the deliverance of the powers

of the soul from the slavery of sin and their conse- |

| cration to the service ot God. Where rehigion is
| regarded mainly as a matter of joyous feeling,
| when the feeling declines, faith and zeal decline
| also, and many cast away their confidence altogeth-
er, and go back to the world again. But assured-
ly, though right feeling may be one of the signs of
a right state of the heart, the ground of Christian

mercy of God, as seen in his promises, and in the
life and death of Christ our Saviour.
sometimes not sufficient prominence given to the
importance of a full, intelligent, steadfast purpose,
in God's strength, to forsake every sinful practice,
and serve God with a perfeet heart and a willing
mind. This is an essential thing, without which
there can be no genuine conversion. Conversion is
not merely being “made happy.” Ttisa change
of the leading purposes of the life, of the ruling
love of the heart, of the grounds of the soul’s con.
fidence, and of the companionships acd pleasures
of life.
will put joy into the heart, “ more than when their
corn and oil is increased,”

| habits and companionships. Even after the Israe!-
| ites had escaped from Egyptian bondage, the char-
| iots and horsemen “followed hard after thein.”
| Old habits are weak points, which need to be
guarded with double care against the assaults of
the enemy. Not only is it necessary to separate
the new converts from the dangerois employmr ents,
companions and amusements of the former lne, it
is of the utmost importance that the place of these
things be filled with something better, that will

these idols of the former life. Neither time,
thought, or affection should be left vacant to invite
the assaults of teraptation. Young Christians re-
quire also instruction, as to the best methods of ac-
| compiishing Christian work,

good. And failure through unwisdom is apt to
| discourage.
| hecd o De guarded. In cases of extensive revivals
| no minister can alone successfully accomplish all |
| this 1mportant work ot instruction. But a great |
t deal may be done by organizing and directing the
| agencies which the membership presents, We
| think it well to bring the new menbers together |
| statedly, and warn them against those dangers to |
| Which they are most liable. But the enlistment of |
| Christian men and women of knowr piety ana dis-
| cretion, to do their duty to those who are starting
| in the way of life, is one of the most important |
| means of accomplishing the desirable object, which

is now so generally neglected. Any methods, by
| which each soul can receive the special instruction
and protection individually needed, till faith has
grown strong, and loving obedience has become |
| the habit of the life, will save many from being
| 1ost to thechurch and to heaven. Christians should
watch over one another, as those that must give
account. Old professors, as well as young Chris-
tians, need sometimes to be reminded that conver-
siou is the beginning of the Christian life, and not

necessary.
—— ® © © A —e ettt

PRESBYTERIAN UNION,
Representatives of the different Presbyterian bo-
dies in the Domirion have been in session in this

city, commencing last week, discussing arrange- |

believe many of them would at once openly pro
b

fess their faith in (hll%l:nllil_\A Some of these |

teachers are, however, so powertully convicted of
sin, and so thoroughly convinced of the faet that

only Jesus Christ can forgive and save them. that

they cannot long be kept by the fear of man from
making a public profession of Christianity., Iam
looking for a move soon in which the more intelli-
May it |
it will, and the sooner |
The Spirit of the Lord is moving on

gent of our teachers will take the lead.

come quickly, I believe

the bLetter.

the hearts of these people of the hills and jungles,
When

that comes, these little villages will be made to |
|

and a mighty awakening is near at hand.

sing the high praises of our God and the Lamb, ;
and this who'e Santal country be vocal with glad |
thanksgiving. Even so, come, Lord Jesus, come
quid kly.

You know how long I have tried to enter this

Santal department and devote myselt to this in- |

teresting

lN<>l)[('.

prayer before coming to India, and these seven

That was my plan and my |

yeurs I have not given it up, though my work in

the Bengali ficld has been such that I have had

very little time or energy left for acquiring this

diflicult language, and preaching the glad tidings

of salvation to these eager people.
| more than ever before, the w ay looks dark, and the
| prospects of my entering the Santal \\‘Ul.'l( far from
cheering, but something bids me hope, even now,
that the Lord is about to hear my prayer, and open
Dr. Bacheler,
we hear, is coming back to Midnapore, and I hope
| & new man will come

the way for me to go to the Santals,

with him for
vacaut by Bio. Smith's death.

Balasore, lett
Even then I could
not feel at liverty to leave Midnapore, for some one
| is greatly needed for the Bengali field. We are

looking up to the Lord of the harvest, and pray.
| ing tor more laborers to be sent into His harvest
India. There are many things to dis-
courage us in this field, but nothing, I may truth-

1 .
| here in

| fully say, discourage us more than to hear time and

| time again from America, that there is no one who |

| wishes to join the Mission. How it makes our very

| hearts sink to get such a message from across the |

deep! O that the Lord would pour out His
ih‘pirit abundantly upon the churches and the
i schools at home, so that there may he a thorough
| revival of the Missionary spirit, and young men
and women be found exclaiming, “ Lord, what
wilt thou have me to do 1" and “ Here am I, send
me.”  Brother McLeod, help your brother and fel-
| low laborer by calling for new laborers for this
field. J. L. P,

—— et © © & I — .

DENUMINATIONAL NEWS.

Peryu, V. Co.—Bro. D. P, Harris, writing from
Perth, says : — I hold meetings regularly, and the
interest, which was low when I came here, has
been gradually increasing, and now the prospect
scems fair for a good refreshing ; for which I most
earnestly praise God.”

Lowgr Sovrnamerox, York Co,—We are pleased
to learn that Rev. 8, 8, Currie is being blessed in
his labours yith the Lower Southampton Church,
The interest is deep and wide-spread. Up to Sab-
bath, 6th inst., there had been thirteen baptized,
Others have found * peace in believing,” and will
obey their Lord in his ordinance,

e — '

’
B White Lies" received, aud will appear,

Now, perhaps, |

ments for a union of the various sections of the
Presbyterian Church in the Dominion. The dele-

| gates, both clergymen and laymen, are amongst the

ablest in the Synods, The pulpits of most ol the

city churches were supplied by the strangers on

| Sabbath,

R SRR R —
WHO SENT IT?

On the 13th inst., an envelope reached us enclos-
ing a few dollars. There was no paper, no writing,
nothing at all to indicate the sender. The outside
envelope (for there were two, one within the other.
and both sealed) bore the stamps “ W, O. Water-
ville, N, B., Apr. 10: 73,” and “ Woodstock, N. B..
Apr.12: 73." The sender will see this we presume. l
We wish him to write us at once, giving his nawe

and Post Office address, so that we may give him |
credit for the amount received. !
el @A ——

REGISTRATION,

An important measure, says the Montreal Wit
ness, has been introdued into the House of Com-
mons by the Minister of Agriculture, namely, a bill
to pl‘U\i:lc for the rc;;.:.‘il‘.uliuu of births, deaths
and marriages. A system of this kind faithfully

| the growth or decline of a population, and the
social!, economic, and health problems connected

| therewith, In England and Scotland such a sys-

! . . . e
tem has been in existence for some years; and in

| the latter country especially, registration of every

| birth, death and marriage, with attendant circum-
stances, is rigidly enforced, so that the statistics
thus obtained are complete and valuable,

D § @ © QI —

BRIGHAM YOUNG RETIRES !

The retirement of Brigham
Trusteeship of the Mormon Church is a notable
event; possibly it may be fraught with important
consequences, It is yet to be decided whether the
| act proceeds from a feeling that Mormonism is
strong and can take care of itself, or is suggested
by those prudential motives which may be sup-
posed to actuate a man of seventy-two years of
age, in dealing with new and trying phases of
Mormon history. These matters, it appears, he
leaves to his euccessor, George A. Smith, nephew
of the prophet and apostle, Joseph Smith. Smith
is strong in the traditions ot the past, but weak as
an administrator and leader. He will be sure to
find it hard to cope with the Gentiles who, by
means of the Pacific Railroad, are now making
such bold encroachments on that isolated and bar-
ren territory which the Saints selected for them-
selves, in full assurance that they would never be
disturbed by the outside world.

It will be interesting to learn how Brigham
Young has squared up the accounts between him-
self and the church, or how far he kept
them distinct. He was at once the trustee and
the treasurer of the church, He received
the tithes, he received portions of all the new
lauds opened up by the Saints, and must
therefore be rich in money ard in territory, A
New York paper remarks that “ some idea of the
amount of his gains may be inferred from the fact
that 1 1852 he was known to take from the church
funds, * for services rendered, $200,000, and in
1867, on a similar pretext, he received $977,000
He holds six shares only of the Utah Central Rail-
road, the presidency of which he has also resign-
ed, but he holds about $660,000 worth of its bonds.
It has been sgid that he was the third largest de-
positor in the Bank of England, a report upon
which Young once made the comment that *the
Church ' had some money invested in foreign
countries. The precise distinction between Young
and ‘the Church’ is not known,” Naw that
Brigham bﬂ:’::cidcia.d toi teliirkeelto htheh(ii‘istsnt r:

ion of Ariz it is quite likely that bis accoun
glﬂl be pretty cuefull; sifted and discussed, It

Young from the |

| ally for benevolent purposes, about $21,000. About
protect the soul against the seductive influence of |

|
|

| pounds of potash, one ounce ot strychuine, mixed
| with soft water.”
) Zeal not guided by |
| knowledge and discretion may do more harm than |

| to be built tfrom here to Jerusalem,

| to be done, as I have learned from the most auth-

|

|
i

|

is pretty certain that he will be able amply to
make temporal Erovision for his wives and child-
reu, even though their number is so great as not
to be very well ascertained,— Kz,

-————*.Q.“———-—

Den and Scissors,

The Free Baptists of New York talk about raising

$50,000 immediately for church extension and mis.
sionary work,
. The Mormons have in Utah 161 edifices for relig-
lous worship, capable of seating 85,350 persons,
In California they have 3; in Florida, 1; in Idaho,
2; lllinois, 1; Towa, 1; and Nebraska, 1.

The Christian Union remarks that * the iatesd
stretch of Ritualism in England is the strenuous ad-
vocacy by some of its clergymen, of prayers for the

dead, while the introduction of the Confessional is
also agitated.”

(From our Own Correspondent.)

WHAT OUR LAW-MAKERS ARE DOING,

NO. VIIL

During the past and last week the school-law
has been the subject of much bitterness of remark.
It would appear that the worst had been reserved
for the last. The Attorney-General’s amendments
have been discussed with much moderation in the
Assembly, but 1n the Legislative Council the Hon.
Mr. McInerney spoke in a manner very unbecom-
ing a gentleman in his position and of his would-be
intelligence. But we were calculating to hear just
what we did. After the example he has afforded
of his spirit in the last two years, we conld not ex-
pect any denunciation against Protestantism too
strong for him to give utterance. The vials of his
wrath appeared tull, and with the continual effer-
vescence and fermenting going on therein, the con-

| Three different nations, France, Holland, and

‘. Denmark, have recently adopted measures for ame- |
| liorating the condition of youth of the working |

confidence is not feeling; but the faithfulness and |

| the broad guage of 5 ft. 6 in.
There is |

 restoration of Charles I1., he was thrown into pris-

; = ++ | on, where he remained 12 vears,
Where this change really takes place, it | o * e

| finement, he preached to all to whom he could gan

| . . | condition of abstaining from preaching. he con-
| Young converts are greatly in danger from old | T = o v
{

| stantly replied, “If you let me out to-day, I shall

| was compounded, the receipe having also been
We mention these merely as examples |

strange. T shall try to be more careful in the future, | ©f errors and dangers against w hich .".‘.’!L"gS.‘.’.ﬂ.‘iﬁ[(ﬁ-, If you wmant-. Y. gin sdd-suanden suificie of 6il of
R Diit vl | 2 £t R { > (]

| juniper !
| diabolical fluid do not drop down dead at once.

| added to the church in Madagascar.

| Henry Wilson, now Vice President of the Repub-

| grave saying, ‘Henry Wilson gave me my first
| drink.’

| their posterity.
| to \/ashington that I should have to drink, yet I

| new charter ;—

| County of New York, raised by taxation upon the

| disposed of to any such school, except upon the

| ties after the name has been duly advertized.”

: . 4 . : | der date of January ¢ 73, saying :—
| carried out is of untold value, as throwing light on | 4¢r date of January 8, 1873, saying

| est storms vessels cannot land passengers at all.
| Jaffaites and Jerusalemites are rejoicing greatly

| classes, securing education, and prohibiting work |

beyond about six hours a day. The Damsh law |
forbids to married women factory work on Satur- |
day afternoon and Sunday, so that they need not |
neglect their domestic duties, |

India under English rule counts 200,000,000 souls,
The wiser English and Anglo-Indian statesmen |
regard doing well by this vast population as the
single snre means of bolding the country. India
has already 5,000 miles of railways, constructed on
It is now proposed
to greatly increase the India railway system, but
with the use of the narrow guage. From Calcutta
to Peshawur will be a journey of 1,546 miles. So
DrIrow a guage as 2 ft. is })roposed, greatly reduc-

ing the weight and cost o rolling stock, and the
cost of construction,

Christ before ILaberty, — John Bunyan often
preached throughout the country, especially in
Bedfordshire and 1its neighborhood, until, on the

During his con- '

access; and when liberty was offered to him, on

preach again to-morrow.”

Burmah.—A little more than fifty years ago, the
devoted Judson established a Christian mission in
Burmah, and what has been the result? More
than 40,000 of the natives have been converted,
and churches have been organized, embracing at
present 20,000 communicants, and 500 native
preacher. The native Christians contribute annu-

6,000 pupils are in their schools. The native
Christian population namber about 60,000,

Warranted.—* Ten gallons ot kerosene, three

y It was according to this cheer-
ful, not to say convivial formula, that a quantity
of “whiskey ” seized last week, in Newton, Mass..

found in the possession of the unfortunate dealer,

The mystery is that men who drink this

Within the past three years upwards of a quarter
of a million of converts to Christianity have been
Such work
would mark the operations of the church in other
lands if like zeal moved the the hearts of the fol-
lowers of Christ. The prosperity of Christianity
in that island recalls the apostolic age, when thou-
sands were added to the church in one day, and
whole cities were moved by the power of the
preached word.

A Good Erample.—One of the most zealous and
consistent Temperance men in the United States is

lic. In a recent speech he said :—

“I come from a race of men who drank, and I
beliecve that drunkenness is hereditary. Yet I
would as soon drink a cup of poison before my
family or before my fellow-man as I would a cup
of wine. Whatever my faults, I thank God that no
man in my country ever staggered to a drunkard’s

(Applause,) Fathers should think when
they drink that they are bequeathing a heritage to |
My friends told me when | went |

did not ; and though I was laughed at at first, yet |
[soon found thut the man who laughed at me |
most, respected me most.”

This 15 an example which we should like to see
followed by our public men for their own and the )
public good. |

tenis must needs make appearance. Having lis-
tened to his utterances for the last two sessions, we
were not surprised however to hear those of this
year, although his recent speeches seem to be more
completely filled with studied contempt and disre-
gard for anything in matters of religion save the
peculiar form of his particular church. We cannot
give an outline of his speech, it being rather a col-
lection of expressions illustrative of his inward bit-
ter feelings than an argument against the school-
act. He called our schools “ Godless,” and the
supporters thereof “ infidels.” His arguments were
various,
without the Bible in schools we could not teach
history, geology, sciences, &c., and, moreover, went
8o far as to make such a system responsible for cer-
tain social evils in New York, &c. He was con-
vinced that the law must sooner or later be repeal-
ed or amended, and believed that the same endur-
ing spirit of the noble Irish which had withstood
oppression for eight or nine hundred years, could
do so in our own Province for a while, if needs be:;
and if they could not obtain their demands here,
could go to the United States which had afforded
them an asy'um from their oppression and a balm
to their wounded spirits. What consistent argu-
ment. They would flee from vile New Brunswick
to the happy Union, where they would be free.
Surely he must have forgotten that he had just
made reference to the same evils in some parts of
the United States, Whether forgetful, or pressed
for argument, I cannot determine, but one or the
other must have been the case. ' His speech was
peculiar to the man, and becoming one who last
year was determined to make his sons Hannibals.

He paid a pretty compliment, truly, to Americans |

when he said that they had not done as much to

advance rehigion and morality as the Jews; and |

yet remember to this very couniry, 0 vile, so im-
moral, so infidel, so polluted with free schools, he
was to send his countrymen. He felt that educa-
tion was retarded here for the next fifteen years,
and he thought it were better to dispense with sec-
ular education than with religious, We believe he
felt himself inspired with a spirit which, if it dic-
tated his bitter sayings, did credit neither to the
man, to the time, nor to the place. He justly
aroused the spirits and we believe the indignation
of the other Honorables, many of whom replhied
briefly, but in a manner emphatic of its meaning.
Backed by one supporter, the Hon. Robinson-Owen,
he voted “yea " for a three months’ hoist. Suffice
it to say that he lost his vote, and that the amend-
ments passed. The same sentiments of the loyalty
and endurance of the Catholics was spoken of by
Mr. Maher in the Lower House, when hec moved
his resolution conferring the same rights on the
Catholic minority of New Brunswick as the Protes-
tant minority of Quebec enjoy. He regarded a
change in the law as a question of time, as Catho-

“

many of our Legislators as departing from our pro-
vincial Senate-House they have each gone his own
way, one to his profession, another to hie tarm and
another to his merchandize. What a variety of
thoughts fill their minds as they return to their
homes. Some with proper feelings of pride, some
with hurt ambition, some with vague notions of
coming greatness, others with meditations on the
folly of life, especially of the legislator ; and others,
no doubt, with bitter reflections, if conscience is
not deadened, reflections or their moral deport-
ment while here ; deportment which in some cases

has not been of the highest order. Ww.
Fredericton, April 16th, 1873,

FRrEDERICTON, April 14.—To day, the Lieutenant
Governor, after giving his assent to 96 Bills passed
during the session of Parliament, prorogued the
Legisiature, and delivered the following speech
from the throne:—

Mr, President and Gentlemen of the Legislative Couneil ;
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly :

It affords me great pleasure to be able to con-
gratulate you upon the termination of your labors,
and to thank you for the unremitting diligence

He asserted, rather than argued, thatf

lics would unite as a political party to secure it.
We shall not indulge in idle speculation upon what |
the future shall reveal and accomplish, yet we be- |
lieve that, as years pass on, and our people become |
more highly educated and intelligent, there will be |

|
|

a greater appreciation of the school law than now.
Better do all they can, now since the matter of  re- |

peal is one which will grow less certain as time |

with which you have applied yourselves during the
session,

The act relating to Common Law proceedings,

iwill no doubt prove highly beneficial, as it must
| tend to simplity and expedite the trial of causes,

and thereby promote the speedy administration of
Justice, a result most devoutly wished for by the
Judiciary of the province, as well as by suitors
themse!ves.

I heartily approve of your liberal action in refer-
ence to Immigration. With a prudent and Jjudicial
expenditure of a similar appropriation from year

| to year, the result cannot fail to Jjustify your liber-

ality in the rapid conversion of our present unpro-
ductive wilderness into fertile farms and thriving
homesteads. I sincerely hope, that the encourage-
ment you have offered te the young men of the
Province, to settle upon the ungranted lands, will
induce a large number of them at an early date, to

| avail themselves of their liberality.,
i Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly :

I thank you for the liberal appropriations placed
at my disposai for the public service, and I trust,
that their prudent expenditure will hereafter re.
ceive your entire approval, ;

I cannot forbear expressing my belief, that the
Justice and fair dealing of the Dominion Govern-
ment in reference to our financial claims, will en-
able you hereafter to greatly extend your liberality

In opening up the resources of the Province.

Mr. President and Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative
Council :

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly :

The exclusive powers assigned to you by the
British North America Act are of such magnitude
and importance as to require legislative skill and
experience of a high order. and it has been most
gratifying to me to observe the care and thorough-
ness with which you have conducted the legisla-
tion of the session,

It must be gratifying to us all to observe the
rapid progress of our new Dominion in every de-

| partment of productive industry, and its consequent
| financial stability at the present time.

|
|

Let us,hope
hat as we advance in material greatness we may
also in usefulness, which cannot fail to satisfy the
loftiest aspirations of the Christian and the patriot.

Parliament was prorogued until third Tuesday

i}\ May.
The A

ews and the Press.

ST. JOHN, N. B,, APRIL 18, 1873.

NEw BruNswick.—Hon, Chas. Connell's health
is improving ...Hou. A. C. Desbrisay, late M. P,
P. for Restigouche, died of small-pox last week. . ..
The masons and plasterers of this city are now get-
ting $2.50 a day... A man named John Gilbraith
was sent to the Lunatic Asylum the other day,
made crazy by attending the meetings of the spiri-
tualists in this city....The Fredericton Rink is to
be converted into a Gymnasium. ... A Fredericton
dog had to be killed the other day because 1t had
hydrophbobia....A patient in the City Hospital
complains that the sick suffer for want of attend-
ance....There have been several deaths from
small-pox in Dalhousie. A son and daughter of

| Hon. Wm. Hamilton are among the dead....A

brakeman, named Fowler, had a narrow escape
from being killed on Saturday while the train was
passing under a bridge near Hampton. His head

, , - | passes, it being a question in whieh truth is in- struck the bridge. ... The i rederi .
Sectarian Grants,.—TIt became 8o common a thing | P ot 1 l 0 ridg The ice at Fredericton will

in New York for trading politicians to purchase |

z : > M room in our heart for one well-defined, securely- | Tuesday . .
votes by granting public money to Romish chur- ‘ v

ches, schools, and charities, that the Reformers felt
constrained to insegf, the following clause in the

“ No money belonging to the City or City and

property of the citizens thereof shall be appropria-
ted in aid of any religious or denominational
schooi, neither shall any property, real or personal
belonging to said City or said City and County, be

sale thereof at public auction, after the same has
been duly advertized, at which sales such schools
shall be the highest bidder, and upon the payment
of the sum so bid into the City treasury ; neither
shall any property belonging to the City or City and
County be leased to any school under the contro!

of any religious or denominational institution, ex-T"

cept upon such terms as is leased to private par-

The Holy Land.—The Jaffa correspondent of the
Jenneh, a newspaper published at Beirut, writes un-

“ You have before heard from me of the railroad
I have now to
add that recently the superintendent of the railroad
came by the Austrian steamer, and guite a com pany
of his workmen came before him. The first thing

entic source, is the building of a suitable harbor for
landing the machinery necessary to such an under-
taking. This is & matter of verf' great gratification
to us, as it is well known that the harbor of Jaffa is
the worst on the coast, and such that in the slight

over this news. The work in the harbour is to
commence next week, and one thousand laborers
are required to carry it on,”

Think of the country of David and Solomon, the |
sacred land around which centre such varied me-
mories, invaded by the railway and modern im-
provements ! ;

It was stated the other day (says the Preshyterian
Witness), in the House of Commons at Ottawa that
one fouiili of the Reveaues is raised from Intoxica-
ting Liquors, This is a terrible commentary on
the habits of our people. The amount of drinking
must be enormous. We have heard of four gal-
lons per head of the population as a moderate es-
timate. An effort was made to get a Prohibitory
legislation for Ontario; but the Government de-
clared that legislation of this sort must proceed
from the Dominion Parliament. Since that time
Parliament has been flooded with Temperance
petitions. No immediate result need be ex ected :
but courage, perseverance, and united cﬂ{)rt will
ultimately win the day. It may be imagined that
the country cannot afford to stop a traffic which
yields one-fourth of the Revenue; but we believe
the country would consume so much more of the
other dutiable goods that the loss would be very
soon repaired. Taking the very lowest ground
there would be no loss. But there would be the
gain of thousands of lives saved, and of hovels of
misery turned into homes of coifort,

Mecuaxics' Insrrure, —QG, Murdoch, President ;
Silas Alward and A. Rowan, Vice-Presidents; W
P, Dole, Corresponding Secretary ; H, Lawrance
Sturdee, Recording Seeretary; A Rankine, Trea
surer ; Geo, H. Lawrance, E. J. Brass, C. Flood, H.
D. Hunt, W, F. Smith, A. Rankine, G. W, Whit-
ney, A. Gilmour, W, F. Butt, J, Milligan, G. Stew-
art, T. Cormick, have been appointed Directors for
the ensuing year.

George Blateh, J. McMillan, and T. Clark, Com-
mittee of Audit,

The amount so far subseribed in Halifax towards
the testimonial to the Rev. hir. Ancient, the hero
of the “ Atlantic” wreck, is now nearly $500,

| “ beautifully less,” and a comparatively small num-

+| the dismissal of the general assembly, the return of

volved, aud truth must conquer. We cannot find |

founded hope that ever the School Act of 1871 will |
become other than non-sectarian, To think other-
wise would in your correspondent’s mind be antic-
pating a retrograde movement. So long as we
have a Free School system, so long must this torm
one of the essentials thereof,

With great rapidity have bills been hurried
through of late. They have been too numerous for
me to make mention of them all. Bills relating to
taxes, bills relative to assessments, bills referring to
railways, and bills referring to corporations. We
have had a bill providing for the contruction of
county courts in our newly made county of Mada-
waska; a bill in addition to the Free Grants Act |
of 1872; abill relating to Synods ; another referring
to wharves; a bill amending the Homestead Act: a
bill incorporating the Female Reform Society of |
St. John. Then there have been others incorporat- |
ing Pleasure Grounds Associations, incorporating
colleges and hall companies, relating to courts and
their doings, relating to boundary lines, having re-
terence to vaccination &c., various in their objects,
various in their discussions and various in the
treatment they Lave received. Some have been
passed, and others negatived ; some have been the re-
cipients of a 3 months' hoist, and others, to whom
this would not apply, have received a six months’
hoist. On some the Government have voted ore
way as a body, on others they have divided. The
Opposition have acted in like manner. There ap-
pears to have been more individual action of late.
The attendance at the House had gradually grown

ber remained to be dismissed by His Honor.

Eagerness to attend to their private business, or
negligence of public business, or both, had been the
means of taking many of them away before chey
were formally disban»d. The day appointed for
the prorogation was Monday, 14th instant. The
hour appointed was 4 », w1,

Early in the afternoon session business was sus-
pended, and members of the Government departed
for His Honor. The mean time was occupred in
the usual lively manner. What with the sudden
transportation of coal by snme unseen agency from
one part ot the room to another, with the passage
of cushions in the same manner, with the Jjostling
of beavers, and the tossing of mammoth sized spit-
balls, the leisure time was passed by the grave and
dignified members of the House. But at the ap-
pointed hour Governor Wilmot arrived, and the
members of that august assembly were summoned
to appear before him in the council chamber, Here
the usual ceremonies took place. The reading of
the titles of the several bills passed and order for
them to be enrolled, the speech from the throne,

members to the lower house, and their dismissal by
the speaker, are all yearly occurrences, and we for-
bear anything more than a passing notice.

But our law-makers have gone. Their deeds
have been written in the statute book of 1873,
Their acts are deeds of the past now, onl y their his-
tory and memory r.main. *“ My theme has died
into an echo.” “ What is writ 1s writ,” said Byron,
“Would it were worthier.” 8o say we as we pen

our last Assembly letter; and so, no doubt, say

not permit crossing. A team broke through on

.. There are several cases of spinal menin -
gitis in Fredericton. A young man died of it on
Monday....Two new lodges of British Templars
have recently been organized in Carleton Co., oue
in Lower Brighton the other at Victoria Corner.

Nova Scoria.—Halifax is not yet rid of the
small-pox. Dartmouth also has several cases. . ..
The Kentville Star says that several persons who
lately left King’s County for the United States have
returned home, finding they.can do better here
than there....The ice on Pictou harbor has brok-
en up and the ferry-boats are crossing. The ice in
the East river has also broken up considerably, and
will go out in a day or two....A number of fatal
cases, says the Hastern Chronicle, of spinal menin-
gitis, have occurred in various parts of this County.
One fatal case occurred in New Glasgow this week,
that of David Porter, a miner, who died after an
illness of five days. We have been credibly in.
formed that several parties in West Pictou effected
& cure by rubbing the neck and spine with bear's
oil....There are not enough cars on the Windsor
and Annapolis Railroad to carry the frieight.. ..
Mr. Edom Dow was recently killed in the woods
at Diligent river, by a tree falling on him....The
Kangaroo is now at Halifax harbor, laying the
French Atlantic Cable and the New York line. This
steamer lays the shore ends of the cables, and the
Great Eastern will come out and lay the rest of the
cable....Of the controverted elections the Yar-
mouth Herald says the Pictou Committee have re-
ported in favor of the sitting member, Mr. McKay.
The Yarmouth and Halifax Committees have not
yet closed proceedings. Two or three persons left
on Tuesday to testity before the Yarmouth Com-
mittee.

GexeraL—The British Government publishes
weekly statements of the public revenue and ex-
penditure.....Two breach of promise cases have
been delighting the Torontonians. In one, the
slighted damsel who asked $8,000, only got $30,
+++. Britanma persists in ruling the waves, her na-
val estimates being reported at $1,702 880 in ex-
cess of lagt year.....In the neighbourhood ot
Saginaw Valley district, communicating with Lake
Huron, seventy-two millions of shingles were
manufactured in the year 1772; also, 17,000,000
hoops ; 4,000,000 headings, and 14,000,000 staves.
- +.The early crops in Virginia are ruined by bad
weather. ...The Russians are going to make a
military post at Balaklava.... A snow-plough was
used in London, last month, for the first time.. ...
There are nearly twenty thousand pauper children
in attendance at the day schools in London... ..
The United States grows annually about 130,000,000
bushels of potatoes—three bushels for every man,
woman, and child.....The present Protestant po-
pulation oi the world, is estimated at 121,000,000,
Of this number, 33,900,000 are in the Umted
States.....The Roman Catholic Total Abstinence
Union of America numbers 152 societies and about
20,000 members, There are besides 200 Catholic
total abstinence societies not affiliated with the
Union.,. ... The wheat crop in Missouri is looking
well.....There are 100,000 Chinese in San Fran-
cisco.. ... Russia and Germany are buying rifles in
Birmingham.....G. F. Thompson, a Scoteh Civil
Engineer, recently employed by the Census Depart,
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