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FRIDAY,

FIRST AND SECOND DISTRICT MEETINGS.

It was our privilege to attend the First and Sec-
ond District Meetings, the first held at Gallop
neighborhood (so called), in Wicklow, the first Sat-
urday in July, the other in Upper Brighton the
Saturday following. It was our intention to report
these meetings sooner, but circumstances have pre-
vented, and we feel assured the brethren who have
looked, perhaps anxiously, for the reports will par-
don the delay. Having been beyond churches and
church privileges for a time, we experienced no lit-
tle anxiety to attend these meetings, for we knew
that there we should meet many brethren of both
ministry and laity, to meet whom it would be a joy
and a benefit.

THE FIRST DISTRICT

embraces all the churches in Victeria County and a
few in Carleton Co., eighteen in all. Of these four-
teen were reported, ten by letter and four verbally.
The reports spoke of considerable weakness and
destitution, owing largely to the lack of regular
ministerial care. Only cight baptisms were report-
ed. One new church had been organized during
the year, and was received into the District.
Though there were complaints of weakness, the re-
ports generally breathed a rather hopeful spirit.
This was probably owing to the fact that, to the
churches as a whole, the year haud been one of more
enjoyment than its predecessor, and even the fant-
est evidence of prosperity was readily perceived,
and the hope thus engendered was eagerly laid
hold of.

Bro. Noble has been constantly at work in the
District since October last. He has expended his
labour as judiciously as possible, and he has not
toiled in vain. The churches visited by him have
been helped, some of them very considerably. It
is utterly impossible, however, for any one man to
do anythmng like justice to either the work or him-
self where there is so much ground to be gone over.
Some of the churches have necessarily to be neg-
lected in part at least. If two or three or more
young men (Licentiates say) could be induced to
go into the District and cooperate with Bro. Noble,
being somewhat under his direction, the whole
ground might be covered, and no churches suffer
to any great extent. We hope that some arrange-
ment of this kind may be effected.

We would not omit to mention that the services of
brethren Harris and Dwyer (Licentiates) have been
much appreciated. Bro. H., who has lived (if we
mistake not) the whole year in the district, has
been diligent and carnest in his labors for the real
good ot the churches with which his lot has been
cast. Bro. D. is engaged for a time with the
church at Little River,

Following the reading ot the reports on Satur-
day afternoon there were speeches by Elders No-
ble, McMullin, Kinney, McDonald, Vanwart, Sip
prell, McLeod, and others. The words of the
speakers were admonitory and encouraging. They
did net shun to point out defects and administer
kindly rebuke where it was necessary ; they urged
the weak and struggling churches to take heart
and press on. A good deal was said about the or-
ganization of small churches in the vicinity of large
ones, and it was very properly suggested that many
small and weak churches within easy distance of
As they
are at present they cannot hope to thrive, but two

each other might profitably amalgamate,

or three of them made into one would give that
one the material and strength for a good and grow.
ing interesc.

A missionary meeting was held Saturday even-
Elders Noble, Kinney, McDonald, McLeod
and Vanwart, and Licentiate Henderson addressed
the meeting. The cash result was very fair (see
InTELLIGENCER of 18th inst.) A good deal of in-
terest was awakened 1n the mission cause, and the
secd sown will doubtless bear fruit some day.

ing.

The Sabbath was just such a day as would be
wished for by those desiring to have a comfortable
time. Prayer meeting at 9§ A. M., preaching at
104 by Rev. A. Kinney, at 2§ by Rev. G. W. Mec-
Donald, and at 7§ by Jos. McLeod. The preach-
ing was practicel, the congregations evidently ap-
preciating it. The afternoon discourse was full of
plainest and most pointed truth concerning the
wrongs of the times and the inconsistencies of
church members. The utterances of Bro McDon-
ald and those who followed him with remarks
bearing on the same subject will not soon be for-
gotten by those who heard, and we cannot but be-
lieve that the effect will be beneficial. God grant
it may be, for the church is robbed of her strength
and beauty and made a reproach and a by-word
by the mingling of professed Christians in the ways
and pleasures of the world.

On Monday the general business of the District
was transacted. License was voted to Bro, H.
Hagermon, the Licentiate Committee (consisting of
Elders McMullen, Vanwart, and McLeod) recom-
mending the young brother to devote himself to
study and the use of every means that would im-
prove his mind, and, as a consequence, his effici-
ency in labor. The reception of the report was fol-
lowed by remarks by Bros, McDonald, Kinney, Me-
Mullin and ilarris, all of whom spoke concerning
the necessity of culture in the ministry, coupled
with the ever-abiding influences of the Holy Spirit.

Among the most important business of the meet-
ing was the passage of resolutions protesting
against the constant desecration of the Sabhath.
We have not the full text of the resolutioas, it 1s
enough to say that they are strong and unequivo-
eal in their protest against the violation of the law
of God and man relating to the Sabbath. They
stated that steamboats, tow-boats, and ralls are rup
on Sundays, and that on that day the lumber dri-
vers continue their work a8 on other days. They
called on the officers of the law tfo exercise the
suthorivy vested in them for the prevention of sueh
violations ; and expressed a determination to agi-
tate the matter until the abuse should be done
away with. We were really astonished by the facts
that were stated in the epeeches which were made
in comnection with the resolutions. It appears
that during the whole season there has not been a
Sabbath that a steamer has not been run between
Woodstock and Tobique, or Grand Falls, It 15 a
gross cutrage that such desecration of the Sabbath
is countenanced in a christian land like this. We

regard for God’s day, and quite as much surprised
that so many are found to encourage them in their
wrong doing. Bat if they are destitute of respect
to God’s law they certainly might be made to re-
spect the Jaw of the country. If the§ will not do
go at the request of the people or their representa-
tives in the carrying out of the laws, then they
ought to be made to feel the full rigour of that
which they violate. The brethren who brought
the resolutions before the District Meeting are
thoroughly aroused, they took strong ground, and
and are determined to leave no stone unturned in
insisting on a proper observance of the Holy Sab-
bath, at least so far as the civil law will bear them
out. They will not content themselves with hav-
ing protested on paper or in speeches, but will
carry the matter farther.

The social Conference, Saturday morning, was
especially good. The attendance was large, and an
earnest christian spirit pervaded the meeting.
Very many spoke of their hope in Christ, and the
meeting had to be closed, while many others
wished to speak. This service gave tone to all the
meetings which followed. The Lord’s SBupper was
administered Sabbath afternoon, and it was an es-
pecially enjoyable season.

The ministers present during the meeting were
Elders McMullin, Sipprell, Noble, Vanwart, Mc-
Donald, Gravinor, 8haw, Kinney, and McLeod, and
Licentiates Harris, Henderson, Rideout, Dwyer,
and Hagermon. Elder Noble was unanimously
elected Chairman.

The next meeting is to be held with the church
in Middle Kent....The vote of thanks to the peo-
ple of the county was well deserved, for their hos
pitality was unbounded....The brethren (we did
not hear a dissenting voice) all expressed their be-
lief that the meeting was the best held in the Dis-
trict for many years, if not the best one ever held.
They went home hopeful for the future. May their
brightest hopes be more than realized, and the
year upon which they have now entered be rich
with spiritual blessings.

There were present at the meeting of the
SECOND DISTRICT

Elders McMullin, Sipprell, Orser, Noble, Connor,
Doucett, Vanwart, Parsons, McDonald, G. T, Hart-
ley, Kinney, Gravinor, Smith and McLeod, and Li-
centiates Vince, Dwyer, Harris, Rideout and Ken-
ny. Rev. A. Kinney was elected to the chair, and
Br. D. McL. Vince, clerk, protem. Tke social
conference was a velry good season. The Sabbath
was very warm, and the congregation exceedingly
lurge, so that neither the preachers nor the people
were veiy comfortable, yet every attention was giv-
en to the preaching, and the good seed sown will
not be lost. The preaching was at 10 A. m., by
Jos. McLeod, at 2} p. M., by Rev, J. Noble, and at
7 r. m., by Rev. J. T. Parsons. There was also
preaching in the afternoon in a mall near at haund,
by Rev. G. W. McDonald.

This District Meeting comprises more churches
than any of tbe others, there being over thirty
churches in connection with it. Reports were re-
ceived from about thirty of them, and the attend-
ance of delegates was large. Ninety baptisms
were reported. Those churches which have had
any regular labor have had a greater or less degree
of prosperity ; while those which have been uncar-
ed for have made no advance whatever, This is
invariably the case, and points very emphatically
to the pressing necessity of adopting some means
by which the churches may be more regularly sup-
plied with proper ministerial oversight. A num-
ber of the brethren addressed the meeting after the
reports had been read ; all of them counselicg per-
severance, and pointing to encouraging features in
the history of the denomination. Bro, Noble said,
he remembered that only a few years ago when the
churches reported directly to General Conference,
there were not s0 many to report as were now re-
presented in this District Meeting. He said the
evidences that the denomination was growing were
too many and plain to be questioned. God has|
done wondrously in our behalf, and we ought to be’
encouraged to trust him more and more, and labour
with more earrestness and zeal than ever. The
old men, he said, are leaving their work one by une,
and entering their rest, but young men are taking
their places, and the work must go on., *Thank
God aud take courage.”

A missionary meeting was held Saturday even-
ing, Bro. 8. H. Shaw, jun., President of the Dis-
trict Society, in the chair. The reports of the
Corresponding BSecreiary and Treasurer showed
that the society had been doing what it could to
supply the destitute parts of the distriet. There
was expended during the year $140 for missionary
iabor. That such labor was not lost 18 proven by
the fact that twenty-two converts were baptized
by missionaries, and the churches visited by them
generally strengthened and encouraged. It was
resolved to continue the mission society of the Dis-
trict. The chief difficulty the society had to en-
counter was in getting missionaries, They pur-
pose, if possible, to secure the labours of one bro-
ther for the whole year, and hope by this means to
help the churches more than they have yet bheen
able to do, A considerable sum was )ll'igt‘d and
paid towards the undertaking, The foreign work
was not forgotten,

The business meeting on Monday was one of the
best we ever attended in any Distriet, the brethren
evincing a determination to do well and thorough-
ly whatever was brought before them. Reports
were 1eceived from committees appointed last year
to enquire into and settle Church difficulties; said
committees having attended promptly to the duties
assigned them.

Resolutions concerning Sabbath breaking, simi-
lar to those passed by the First District Meeting,
were under consideration and unanimously adopt-
ed. The brethren all are in earnest in this matter,
aud we shall expect to hear of good resulting from
their action,

There v ere also resolutions passed in favor of
Total Abstinence. Let it not be thought that this
is the beginning of a movement in the direction of
Total Abstinence. The Denomination has long
been fully and emphatically committed to it, and
every Church covenant has in it a most binding
total abstinence pledge, to keep which all persons
bind themselves when they become members of
our churches. The brethren of the District Meet-
ing orly wished to repeat their firm adherence to
temperance principles, and their fullest sympathy
with every movement that has for its object the
overthrow ot the ram power. The offering of the
resolution brought several of the brethren to their
feet, and they discussed the matter in a most
thorough manner, leaving no person to be in doubit
as to their position, The time is long past when
any man pretending to any intelligence or Chris-
tian principle dare oppose the temperance senti-
ment.,

There was considerable talk about the use of
tobacco by ministers, It is really pleasing to
notice so stiong a feeling agamst such practice,
The brethren did not express themselves harshly
at all, but it was plain that they were in earnest,
and were determined to insist, so far as they had

ower, on the rehnquishing of the bad and baneful

abit.

It was resolved to change the time of commenc-
ing the session of the District Meeting from Satur-
day to Wednesday, The next meeting will be
held with the Jacksonville Church, commencing on
the Wednesday after the first Saturday in July,
1874, The change is evidently a very desirable
one, and will probably have soon to be made by
other Districts, and even the General Conferénce

Committees were appointed to enquire into seme
church irregularities, and to investigate some mat-
ters concerning which appeal was made to the Dis-
trict Meeting. It is to be hoped that everything
may be settled satisfactorily.

District licensc was granted Bro, D, McL. Vince.
Brethren A. Rideout and Jas. Kinney were recom-
mended to continue their work under licenses
from their churches. Licenses were refused to
three applicants. Two of them were found, on ex-
amination, not in harmony with the denowination.
How or why they should expect Jicense under such
circumstances is not casy to understgnd, The
ehurch from which they had received licenses was
recommended to discontinue them, at least until
they shall show themselves to be at one with the
denomination with which they seek connection.
The examivation of these brethren was carried on
in a most excellent spirit on the part of the examin-

and the result reached did not meet a disgent-

pro surprised that the owners of the boats have no

Five delegates to the General Conference were
appointed, an increase of one ouer last year, which
indicates a considerable growth.

A vote of thanks to the people for their kind-
ness in entertaining the many strangers who were
present at the meeting, as passed.

The business of the meeting was not concluded
till 5 p. M., Monday.....The brethren went to their
komes satisfied that the work done was good.
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DENOMINATIONAL NEWS.

Moutrn Keswick.—Rev. J. E. Reud has been
laboring with the Keswick chuich since the session
ot the third district meeting. There has been con-
siderable interest awakened amongst the people,
and several have professed conversion. On Sab-
bath, July 13th, three converts were baptized, and
on the 20th five more followed Christ in that ordi-
nance. Bro. R. intends remaining with the church
till General Conference ; and we hope he may be
largely successful in his efforts to build up the
Lord’s cause there.

Since writing the above we learn that one con-
vert was baptized last Sabbath; and though this
is an unfavorable time of year for holding special
services, there is prospect of a still larger ingather-
ing.

Havirax.—Free Baptist meetings are now held
at Revere Hall, 200 Lockman street, Halifax, thus
supplying a need so long felt by our denomination.
Free Baptists visiting Halifax will meet with a cor-
dial welcome, Cont.
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For the Religious Intelligencer.
CONTINENTAL JOTTINGS.

No., I

I was resolved upon taking a holiday. Out
from a vast medley of recollections, had ome cer-
tain vague remembrances of a certain train of
philosophizing, which just now was all to my own
way of thinking. The aforesaid train of thought
ran in the groove of the deep wisdom displayed in
this law of change and contrast, which peivades
as well the universal outward nature, as the inner
life of the man himself. Sweetest sleep, it
affirmed, hovers about the pillow of him who goes
to his rest weary and fatigued with the labor of the
day ; deepest enjoyment comes to the heart which
hus been previously harassed with anguish or
care; and never does the blue of heaven scem
so deep and pure, as just after the black storm-
cloud has rolled off from its face. I had to assent
to all this; and, with an inward consciousness of
having performed sufficiently constant and attentive
homage to my books for the last few months, 1
determined to put myself en rapport with this law
of alternation, and give myself up for a few
hours to the demands of the holiday season.
But where to go? Not that in this land of beauti-
ful natural scemery, and thickly scattered historic
towns, one could be at a loss where to go; but
rather of the many, which tochoose. A few hours
from Heidelberg, by rail, would take me to Darm-
stadt the capital of Hesse, and residence of the
Duke ; in less time I could reach the regularly
built and clean Mannheim ; the new circularly
built town of Carlsbrue, the capital of Baden ; or
it nature, pure and simple, aye, and majestic too,
conquered the desire of the artificial, my own feet
could carny me, in a few moments, into her beauti-
ful seats on the Odenwald. To-day, however,
there was another atiraction. Up the Rhine, at a
distance by rail from Heidelberg of about two
hours, lies the old historic town of Spires, which
presents a long catalogue of attractions to the
tourist. Originating in a fortified outpost of the
Romans, it claims the reverence due to age ; while,
as the residence of Charlemagne, and many suc-
ceeding German princes, and the seat of the old
Germanic Diet, it attracts the attention of the
antiquarian. In the Middle Ages it played an
important part with its alternating Imperial festi-
vities, its defensive wars, and aggressive combats.
In 1689 it was taken by the French, its inhabitants
driven mercilessly forth, and itself committed to
the flames. In 1794 the rebuilt city suffered a still
heavier and more barbarously cruel scourging
from the French, who ravaged, burned, and destroy-
ed all thut came into their power. No wonder
that in the German people of the frontier, the
deep, only o be sated with biood, hatred against
their cruel enemy kept itself alive for centuries,
and at last, but a few years ago, reaped its full re-
tribution ; for in the history of many of (hese
cities near the Rhine, can one read the blood
traced barbarity of succescive French invasions and
plunderings,

In Spires, too, was held the celebrated Diet,
against whose decree the reformed German Prin-
ces and cities protested, and which gave rise to the
name Protestant. Here, through all these vicissi-
tudes, and Lloody struggles, has stood for cen-
turies, and still stands, one of the noblest Cathe-
drals in Europe. It was fournded in the beginning
of the eleventh century; survived in part the
ravages of fireand powder; and since 1816, when
it came into the hands of the Kings of Bavaria,
has been repaired and handsomely decorated.
And last, but by no means least, for man who is
constantly wishivg to see something new, and feed
himself on the curiosities of the present as well
as the past,—io-day the ancient city was to be
dressed in festal robes, and in the magnificent
Cathedral was to be celebrated with all the pomp
and circumstance of the Roman Church the sacred
day, with the long breath-exhausting German
name, but which in shorter English is simply
Corpus Christi. 8o to Spires I resolved to go, and
in the morning at 7 found myself thut up in a car-
riage, awaiting the starting whistle of the engine,
I had a frnend with me—a Scotch student, who is
at present here for the purpose of studying Ger.
man, and who considers it almost a portion of the
creed to keep his German-English, English-German
dictionary alway at hand, and which he reads with
the most exemplary diligence, We are soon off,
and sure enough out comes the unfailing Dietionary
(he has forgotter his top-coat but not the book) ;
and deep in the distinctions of gender and
inflexions he subsides, oblivious to all outside;
while I, wishing him &1l joy in his pleasant Aoliday
work, mount my glasses and see what is to be seen,
Nearest first. A troop of well conditioned school-
boys, with two of their teachers, out for a holiday,
and as gay as larks, fill the car with their merry clat-
ter and jést ; and their eyes sparkle, and their faces
vary in expression, as the heart runs into and over
them. Who wouldn't be a school-boy? The
struggling young man, the disheartened middle-
aged man, the tottering old man, all have one com-
mon point of happy remembrance—the joyous,
careless dnys of the school time, Just behind me
are two swains, with their sweethearts; the swains
in smock-frock, and bag-trowsers: the nwmhm
done up in striped gowns, straw hats, and ribbon
of many colors. If happiness ever showed its
pleasing face in this lower earth, it surely took
1ts abode to-day in the hearts of these two broad-
faced, hearty-looking couples. How they whisper-
ed and smwiled, ate bonbons aud crackers; with
what raptures the swains gazed om the blue and
green ribbons of their sweethearts, and with what
admiration the maids viewed the high, white col-

ju the way of sight-seeing.

had read somewhere that the gods envy mortals
too great happiness, and with a secret fear lest the
avenging Nemesis should fall suddenly athwart
their path, I turned my look outward on the not
less happy but infinitely quieter nature, We were
going rapidly out through the vast, fertile Rhine
plain. Behind us lay the rounded vine-clad moun-
tains of the Odenwald, rising blue and vapory in
the morning mist; by our side ran the swift
Neckar, winding through orchards, standing corn,
and grass strips. Here and there were picturesque
groups of women, in long, white sun-bounets, hoe-
ing and planting; the gleam of the short, thick
scythe, very like our bush hook, shewed through the
falling gress; cows, yoked together, drew the
Leavy wagon slowly afield ; and strip after strip of
cultivated land, like varied patchwork, fhtted in
half circles past us, as we bowled on over the firm
rail. On for miles through such wide fertility,
passing here and there every few minutes little
pepper and salt villages, with low houses, steep
roofs full of little eye-windows, and the never-fail-
ing church-spire high, in air we at last reach
Mannheim, lying on a low anc sandy spot between
the Rhine and Neckar, which come together just
below the town. My friend suddenly wakes up
from his dictionary meditations, and wants to
know where we are ; the schoolboys buckle on their
knapsacks and scud away; the swains gather up
their scanty baggage and happily pursue their
swiftly disappearing sweethearts; while a loud-
voiced railway official, with a long wand, remind-
ing one of the days of the prophets, and a huge
coat, so covered with brass buttons and sundry
other badges of office that ene can scarcely recog-
mze the material groundwork, informs us, in tones
sufficiently loud to wake a city of dead, that here
we are, but here wemust nst remain. Taking the
hint we quickly find our way out of the railway
precincts, and go on a voyage of discovery through
the town. BSaid voyage was rot successful in de-
veloping anything gspecially wonderful or curious

A splendid irom Lridge here spans the Rhine,
and another the Neckar. Steamers have this
as the highest pcint of navigation of the Rhine
river, and «re acccmmodated with a very credit-
able qunay, built from sandstene. The city itself is
built regularly, in 110 squarcs (10 streets crossed
by 11), but so flat and monotonous as to tire the
eye cven to look upon it. The buildings are good,
very few superior; the Theatre, before which
stands a statue of Schiller, the Jesuit Church, and
the Schloss are the principal. A park, with in-
vitingly large trees and shady walks, lies just by
the Rhine bank, and forms the pubhic place of re-
sort of the people. Mannheim has more an air of
business than most German towns, and many Eng-
lish are reckoned among its inhabitants.

An hour later we are again in train, this time on
the left back of the Rhirve; and wind along through
a level and fertile country, with much the same
features as those I have described, varied here and
there with a forest of pine trees, which marks a
sandy, barren tract, until the lofty towers of Spires
Cathedral comes in view., Spires is now but a
relic of its former greatness, and so effectually did
the French plunderers do their work, that nothing
of its old magnificence remains, except a few ruin-
ed walls and the Cathedral. To-day it was clad
in its hohday robes. Every house was decorated
with flags, long wreaths hungin festoons of various
devices from roof, door, window and gable ; prettily
formed diadems, under which a figure of the
Christ, or of Mary stood, suspended from open bal-
conies ; and on the principal streets, at intervals,
were altars erccted, with a large figure of ‘he
Christ, and surrounded by the long burning candles.
A sound of singing voices caught my ear, as I was
looking at the really beautiful artistic effect of the
decorations; and away down the street, slowly
winding along to the music of the solemn chant,
appeared the head of the procession. First, two
holy baouers borne by two agel men, followed by
300 or 400 young boys, all bareheaded and closely
cropped ; then two other banners, and a procession
of young men; then the gold tapestried cover-
banner, borne by priests in full robes, and under
which walked the Bishop carrying the BSacred
Symbols, surrounded by other priests with huge
wax candles burning ; all this to the full ehorus of
hundreds of manly voices, and slowly winding into
the grand old Cathedral, produced an outward
effect, at least¥ which was powerful. Inside the
Cathedral the usual high services were performed ;
and troops of little maidens, dressed in white, with
flower garlands on their heads, and baskets full of
flowers hanging over their necks, glided like angels
among the tall columns, scattering thew flowers in
all directions. The crowd of people was im-
mense, and I must say appeared especially devout
and attentive, and went through their many
genuflections, without any appearance of levity.
To one who could pierce this pomp and outward
show, and carry his heart direct to the one Being,
to whom all this professedly poiuted, one cannot
doubt that the accessoiies of the occasion would
add to the depth of his feeling ; yet the convie-
tion must remain, that to most, 'the thick veil of
outward observances snd circu mstance could oper-
ate most effectually to shut out from sight the
Christ—the meek humble Christ, who prefers wor-
ship of the heart to the fanciful creations of eye
service.

Service over we began immediately to view the
Cathedral, which is said to be the most stupendous
building in the round arch or Romanesque style,
which is now in existence. Its length is 600 feet;
breadth of nave, 138 feet; height of nave, 106 feet.
The sides of the nave are ornamented with fres-
coes ; m the king’s choir stand two large statues,
one of Rudolph of Hapsburgh, in sitting posture,
with sword in hand and heimet at his feet, and one
of the Emperor Adolphe of Nassau, in a kneeling
posture,

The intcrior is plain and severe In its style of
architecture ; along the side, however, arc some 30
paintings of great beauty, from the master painter
Schrandolph, representing Scripture subjects;
while on the lofty cupola, and the sides of the
choirs are also magnificent frescoes, representing
sacred historical subjects. In the King’s choir lies
the dust of eight Emperors of Germany, From its
western spire (230 feet) one has a magnificent
view of the Rhine planec and river, the distant
ranges of Hast and Lanus, the Odenwald and
Schwartzwald. As man looks down from this
height over the wide plain dotted with towns,
filled with old ruins, abounding with the traces of
long past successive powers, that swept in war
over it and erected them, in their time wondertul
and mighty dynasties; sees the grandly royal
Rhine pouring swiftly dowa from its mountain
fionie in the Alp peaks,on past fabled hills in
Which the heroes of the olden time dwel, and in
which their footmarks still abound ; gradually the
field of vision fills with the trooping hosts. Blue-
‘eyed, light-haired Germans shout their war-cry
from the wountain yonder, and braundish their
spear with fierce threats against the stolid, mail-
‘clad, helmet-covered Roman ; figures of noble
knights, on prancing chargers, with gleaming red-

lars, in which the necks of the swains were stuck,
my pen refuses in foto to tell, and very proy
too, as a perfect picture thereof would bring-

ing voice iu the District Meeting,

joto the breasts of my less fortunate

y 1. of Middle Age chivalry; grim old Counts,

| cross shiclds, spor across the plain in all the high

on the hill, close the ponderous portal, and laugh
‘o0 scorn the avenger. The scene changes, and the
cowled Monk of Wittenberg, with his dauntless
courage, enters Spires beneath me. Worms down
there to my right, stirs up princes in his favor, and
brings upon him the leagued might of Rome ; up
here to my left in Heildelberg, Jerome of Prague nai- |
led higfamous Theses to the door of old St. Peter's,
and maintained their contents to assemble crowds.
The war-cry sounds from France, and minions of
the reign of terror light up in lurid flames of burn-
iug cities the beautiful Rhine plamn; Napoleon
shoots like a comet with a glittering train of splen-
did victories up yonder towards Lena, and again,
fugitive and fearful, withdraws his miserable rem-
nant across the vainly protecting Rhine. Once
again an armed host crowds over the frontier river,
squadron after squadron, troop after troop, through.
Saarbruck, Strasburg, Metz; ’tis the victorious
Prussian pushing on to doomed Paris. No wonder
that a German loves the Rhine, and the Rhine
land ; no wonder that poets have gazed on its
beauty, and drunk in an inspiration, that has made
them lords in the world ; names that shall not die
while time lasts ; for in it unite the strange, weird
mystery of a past unravelled, a history written
through ages; a beauty rich, majestic, wild and
deeply impressive; a present prosperous, peaceful
and happy. The *“ watch our Rhine” is still kept
from many an outpost ; but the enemy comes not;
the voice of war is hushed in a still, quiet, yet life-
ful peace. F,
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For the Intelligencer.
SOME REFLECTIONS.

Off Yarmouth Cape, July 7th, on board schooner
Digby, B. Nickerson, master, bound for St. John,
New Brunswick, beating against wind and tide.
A schooner to windward and another to leeward
doing the same. The schooner to leeward soon
worked up to us, and while passing to windward
one on board playfully threw the end of a rope over
the side of the vessel as much as to say, “If you
could get hold of this we would help you along.”
But when she got into the strong tide with us she
could do no better than ourselves. I thought, how
like the Christian's voyage of life! I have often
seen Christians who had been long in the back-
ground quickened anew, who, with strong faith
and lively zeal, helped forward by favorable cir-
cumstances, pass by others that were bearing the
“burden and heat of the day,” toiling against
wind and tide, apparently making but little pro-
gress, and, while passing, specak words of cheer,
offer the helping hand, and sing,

* Bear the cross, Christian,
Follow the Master ;

Bright the crown, Christian,
Haste thee on faster,’’—

but who could do no better than their neighbors,
when they came to meet the same kind of trials.
When we stood off from the Cape we would get
into strong tide, which would sweep us rapidly to
leeward, yet by * tacking ship” we could stand
close to the shore and get the eddy of the Cape—a
prominent rock—and so work to windward, and
hold our own against wind and tide, I thought of
where the prophet compared Christ to the shadow
of a great rock in a weary land, and said to myself
if the prophet were here he might compare Him
to the eddy of a great rock in astrong tide, where
His people can hold on their way against wind and
fide. As the tide began to slacken, our skilful
captain, understanding the inshore currents and
eddies, worked rapidly to windward, while the
other schoomer keeping out in the stronger tide
fell fast to leeward. So he who lives close to Je-
sus, working up in the eddies of the promises by
bearing his cross daily, will find the pathway of
the righteous a shining light that will shine more
and more unto the perfect day, while those who
expose themselves to the off-shore influences of sin
are sure to backslide.

We were soon favored with a leading breeze and
fair tide, with the land in the distance rapidly ris-
ing to our view, and we hoped to enter the harbor
before arother ebb tide. Just on the turn of the
tide, with a light wind, we entered the grand pas-
sage, and while slowly passing up to our anchor-
age we saw the other schooner meet the head tide
at the entrance of the harbor and forced back by
the strong current, though they were toiling hard
at their oars to get 1n.  'While our men were taik-
ing of their disappointment (for to enter that
harbor was the end of their voyage), wishing they
could help them, one saying, “ If they could give us
the rope they offered us this morning we might help
them,” I was thinking of the greater disappoint-
ment of those who all their life are hoping to enter
heaven at last, but at its very gate learn, to ther
sad disappointment, that the almost Christian is no
Christian at all. For

“ Those holy gates forever bar
Pollution, sin, and shame,

And none shall find admittance there
But followers of the Lamb.”

Just as the sun had gathered 1n its outpost rays,
the earth was rolling itself up in its sable wrapper
for the night, and the lingering twilight, as if loth
to leave us in the dark, was tinging the smooth
surface of the water with its blushing raysreflected
from bright clouds in the west, on which the sun
was still shining, young men and women in boats
from the shore came off for their evening’s amuse-
ment on the placid waters of the harbor, and sur-
rounding our schooner treated us to some splendid
sacred music, as if to congratulate us on our safe
arrival “into harbor,” None bui those who have
heard sacred music on the water on a calm sum-
mer’s evening, where male and female voices blend
in sweetest harmony, can form any idea of its wich
melody. I thought ] mever heard the “sweet by
and by ” sound so sublime. While it brought to
my mind the music there will be before the throne
of God when the blood-washed millions shall ar-
rive there, it threw my thoughts back a few years,
when at Canning, Avonport, and Mount Denson, I
enjoyed reformation, and first heard “ the sweet by
and by.,” In imagination I seemed to live those
bhappy months over again, seeing familiar faces,
shaking the friendly bhand, wvisiting frequented
places, joiming in social worship, and heariné hap-
py converts singing * The sweet by and by.” Not
forgetting those

* Former friends how oft I've sought them,
Just to cheer my drooping mind,

But theg are gone like leaves of antumn
Driven before the dreary wind.””

B A —ns—

§#" An obliging correspondent writes us the fol-
lowing from Milltown, Penniock, York Co,, under
date of July 25th :

R. B. Weldon, Esq., delivered an interesting tem-

perance lecture here last Saturday evemng. After
the lecture a Division of the Sons of Temperance

was organized, called Everett Division, e fol-
lowing were elccted officers : 8. C. Alw . W,
P.; J. Robertson, W, P. ; Marada Weade, W, A.; C,

McLean, R. 8.; Miss R. Robertson, A. R. 8.; J. M,
Dennison, F. 8.; C. Peters, T’ ; Rev. W, H. Beck-
with, Chap.; G. W. Weade, Con.; A. O, Dennison,
A. C.; C. Peterson, L B.; A. Estabrooks, O, B,
Quite a number jeined at the time of organization,
and several are to be initiated at the next meetin
The prospect of having a flourishing Division

Tins Axp Tuar.—Rev, G. A, Hmh, preached
last Sabbath afternoon in Indiantown under the
auspices of the Temple of Honor and

Mdted train, scour the plain for booty, then
Jike the wind bagk fo the lofty stone fortress

....The Y. M. C. A, Bazaar in this city is to open

Pen amd Scissors,

Nearly all the native Christian children in Luck-
now, India, are growing up with a knowledge of
English, In Southern %ndla, thousands of natives
speak English as a matter of course.

Three quarters of a million of dollars is in pro-
cess of subscription in India to found a Mohammed-
an university in north-western India, in which
western sciences may be taught. Let India be edu-
cated and christianized.

Switzerland is a good country for women claim-
ing their rights. The University of Zurich num-
bers among its matriculates one hundred and nine-
teen lady students. Some professors’ chairs are
likely to be assigned their sex ere long.

M. Mauch, an African travellar, claims to have
discovered the ancient city of the contemporary of
King Solomon, the queen of Sheba, in latitude 20°
south, longitude 26° east. The ruins of nne edifice
much resemble the temple Solomon built, and a
circular edifice is commonly called, to this day,
he house of the great princess.

A great sensation has been caused at Salt Lake
by an announcement that Ann Eliza Webb Young,
the seventeenth wife of Brigham Young, had le
him, ca.rryinq off her furniture and personal effects.
Brigham will endeavor to replevin the goods. Mrs.
Young is at the Walker House, and three leading
lawyers ar about to institute a suit for divorce and
alimony in a large sum. Great revelations are ex-
Bected concerning the inner doniestic life of the

rophet. Mrs. Young is enjoying the sympathy of
the Gentile ladies, avd polygamous Mormons are &
good deal disturbed.

The temperance cause must, indeed, be maki
?rogress. Even the London Times of late has its
ace Zionward. It hasreached the wise conclusion
that * if pauperism is to be diminished, thrift en-
couraged, and erime depressed, half the profits of
the liquor traffic, to say the least, must go.” It
adds : *“The prospect cannot be agreeable to those
engaged 1n the business, but there is no use in blink-
ing it.” It scouts the idea of * vested rights”
claimed by the % publicans” [ grog-sellers], and says
very pertinently, the “the question is simply
whether the legislature ot a country is not justified
in placing, with due consideration, the welfare of
a people above the gans of a trade.”

A Missionary writing of the advance of the work
of Protestant missions in France, says: *“ Private
letters come in laden with glorious news, to which
we have been too long unaccustomed. In one
place, every Sunday, and almost every meeting for
prayer or worship, is marked by distinct cases of
conversions ; sometimes of single individuals ; and,
sometimes, even of whole families. The change is
so clear from darkness to light, from evil to good,
that even the adversaries have ceased to versecute.
In other places children are being gathered as
lambs by the Good Shepherd into bis fold, by the
renovation of their minds. Prayer-meetings cease
not. ‘Never,’ says one, ‘ has France been open to
the gospel as now.'”

There are in New York city more than one thous-
and prayer-meetings held each week, conducted by
two hundred and sixty-six missionaries and volun-
tecr laborers. This is besides the regular prayer-
meetings connected with the various churches of
the city; of which there are about. three huadred
and fifcy ; each of which has its own, one or-more.
These ** one thousand™ are in mission chapels, help-
ing hand sewing-rooms, private houses or tenement
rooms. They vary in number of attendants, and
are spasmodic or regular as the need may appear
to the leader. It is beautiful to trace the history,
even so far as it is visible to human eyes, of one of
these gatherings. And many a missionary has
found it one of the effective agencies in building

up the civilization of some degraded house or
neighborhood.

The Chigf COause of (rime.—~The New York
Chserver refers again, in a recent editorial, to in-
temperance and crime, and, after quoting Dr, Elisha
Hatris as authority for saying that about eighty
per cent. of qur criminals are addicted to the
habitual use of intoxicating drinks, and comment-
ing upon it says:
“If organized society has the right to protect
itsell against the comumiission of crime, it certainly
has the right to shut up the great avenues that
lead directly to it, to restrain the chief instigators
to its commission. It does %0 din other matters
without a question being raised, but in this, which
touches the appetites and passions ot meu so closley
there are many who seem afraid of doing anythin
that shall restrict human liberty. No one is safe
against the consequences of the free traffic in in-
toxicating liquors (it is practically free almost
everywhere), and we can see no reason why all
good citizens, whether technically total abstainers
or not, may not make common cause in guarding
society against the evils of the traffic by restraining
it as is done in the case of acknowledged poisons.
“The great increase of murders and other crimes
of violence committed under the inspiration of rum
make it, in our opirion, imperative upon the com-
munity to take more decisive action in regard to
the evil. Let the temperance reform, as a moral
movement, be urged with increasing force, but the
whole community ou.ht to be aroused to the im-
portange of doing something to shatup the flood-

gates of crime that are pouring their stréams over
the land.”

The Hews and t\l{z.%tg
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New Bruxswick.~James Taylor and Wm, Fer-
rie got into a dispute on Charlotte street, Saturday
night. Taylor used his knife on Ferrie, eutting
him considerably on the head and neck. The cut-
ter has been arrested.....Albert County has only
five aspirants for the honour of representing her in
the local legislature. . Messrs. Alex, Rogers, M. B.
Palmer, C. A. Peck, Peter Duffy and John L. Law-
rence. Nomination, Aug. 128h, polling day, 16sh.
.« .. Coal has beén dfscovercd in a stream nearDor-
chester, and some of the samples have been tested.
Borings are to be commenced at once to ascertain
the value of the deposits,. ... Robt. J. Andrews, of

this city was drgwned on Tbrlda lu:xym
at Kingston.. .‘.Ah’corrglpon ent 0fth -
ton Hapress writes that the volunteers who 'went
from New DBrunswick to Manitoba have already
seen active scrvice, and that one, Joseph Wetsel,
was shot. He belonged to Fredericton.....A
house near HEstey's mills, below Frederigton, was
burned on SBaturday.....On Baturday Mr. John
Evaos, of Cardigan, York Co,, fell from a load of
bay, and striking ou his bead and back injured his
spine, and produced paralysis of the whole bedy.
He is in a critieal condition.;..Capt. Duncan is
superintending the work that is being done 1n the
river above Woodstock.. . .. The cofitrdet for build-
ing four hundred and twenty ‘the Intercol-
onial has been awarded. %ﬁﬁb‘g‘ as been
divided between N.T. Symonds & Co., Dartmouth,
the Starr Manufacturing Co., of Dartmouth, and
Messrs, James Harris & Co,- of this eity..!: Con-
noly, the man charged with burning the Y% sis, 8.
(Jo., school house, has been committed for trial.
... The Bladk Spring réad, Portldnd, Nds been on

fire seversl LIt is cor chi

TR oo e DR foar
ed last fall bave been reinstated, having made ar-
rangements for paying the amounts lost during
the term of their former service.,...A man named
Whalen was accidentally shot in the knee in St
Stephen on Sunday by the'earéless’ handling ot a
gun in the hands' of a-compadion.. ... A case be-

tween Rn‘pyd Wilsen o d ;M‘"’“ Topwer, con-
cerning a bit of land worth four or five dollars, oc-

cupied the Westmorland court five days, and then
the jury disagreed, Two lawyers were engaged on
each side.. . ..Some person forced an entrance into
the ticket office  at the ferry landing on Saturday
night, but there was fortunately no cash or other
valuables to be had. - '

NovA Scoria.—A fund has been started in Yar-
mouth for the benefit of the widows and orphans

in the Building of the Asociation on Tuesduy uext,

of that port, It is a praiseworthy
X t%fd& 'i’tb m e
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