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our communicating it, asd in following it up.
K’hore is no discharge, no shrinking, no hold-
ing back, in this warfare, The Apostlés were
hard workers, Paul never slacked his efforts
even in prisons, Nor did Bumyan ; nor has
any one who has accomplished anything great
in the kingdom of Christ. I want, therefore,
that you shoald begin the year with the ex-
pectation and determination that you will
“work ™ harder than daring any year that is
past.

2. Another law comes in here—no less essen-
tial to success—viz: the law of love. If you
will do any good to your class you must love
them, not as a class, for that you can't do, but
love them individually. It may be that You
bave some that are not very lovable., But
every child has some soft spot, and when you
find that, he will yield to you and become
lovable. There must be no “make believe
here. You must have the thing in your soul,
for children have lynx’s eyes to read you,
They will know to a fraction just how much
you really love them. By this power you can
gain, create and draw out love to meet yours.
And we love others, the crippled, the deform-
ed, the prisoner, the sunken, just in propor-
tion as we do for them, make sacrifices, and
bestow labor upon them. We are most sure
to pray for those we love, and we shall love
the most ungainly child if we earnestly pray
for him.

3. 1 hope you will resolve to study more
than during any preceding year, ¢ My child-
ren,” said a goed old, successful minister,
“my children naturally hate work, study or
religion.” Most that we do is done as duty.
Much or little real study “ is a weariness 1o
the flesh.” But no man, however gifted, can
make a speech five minuges long and have it
good, without gtudyingbeforghand, what h
1% gmlg to say. As to 'chil)g a (" !
mortal souls the good part of an hour, filling
their minds, illustrating the lesson, impressing
thought and obligation, without study, the
thing is impossible. Have a memorandum
book in your pocket, and when you have a
thought come to you, or hear a remark, or
read an anecdote which you can use, be sure
and note it down. Be simple in teaching,
Have the thought clearly in your own mind,
and simple language will come and clothe it.
Obscurity in teaching is not the fault of lan-
guage, so much as of thought.

4. Resolve that during the whole year, you
will pray more than you ever have done. I
feel very confident that the power of all work-
ers in Christ’s vineyard, from the highest pul-
pit orator, to the hamblest teacher, would be
greatly multiplied by an increase of fervent
prayer. Nothing will lighten the labors, lift
up the burdens, cheer the heart, strengthen
the faith, brighten your hopes, like fervent
prayer. We want the coming year to be a

ear of the right hand of our God, a year of
Karvest, as well as of sowing, and I fee! sure
that ¢ the thousands of teachers, who are
hewing and prcyaring stones for the spiritual
temple of the
labor and prayer, they will rock the world.
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ITHE NEW YEAR.
It is not a modern idea to greet Joyously the
entrance of a new year. From the remotest ages it
has been regarded as a festive season. All nations
have been wont to celebrate it some way. Some
have believed it “ lucky” to begin any new work,
or enter on any new office on the New Year’s day,
while others have superstitiously believed that the
first day or month gives the key-note to the year,
and that the way in wkich its hours are spent will
determine the character of the twelve months.
While we do not participate in the superstitious
notions of the ancients, we do believe that the be
ginning of the year is a fitting time for serious
thoughtfulness and serious resolutions,
By many, perhaps by all, the birth of 1874 has
been hailed with something of joy. While it ut
ters its infant wail, it is well for us to gather
araund its cradle, and indulge a tew thoughts as to
1ts future course and character, It is the most nat
ural thing that there should be much speculation
as to what may be its doings and disclosures. and
their bearing on us. What pleasures will it un
fold? What tnals will it thrust upon us? What
bright hopes will be realized ! What equally
bright ones willibe dashed to th@ground 1 'Wall its
comforts be many and enduring ? or will they be
fow and What names will it write in
its obituaries t  Will fickle fortune bring us adver-
sity or prosperity ¥ Will the end of the year find
us better or worse ! nearer to God or further from
Him ? Such thoughts as these, doubtless, are in ma-
ny minds. Every reader Aopes that the year which
has just dawned upon us may, in every respect, be
better and more pleasant and profitable than any
of its predecessors, But the future is all dim and
uncertain, at least so far as concerns this world.
No man “knoweth what a day may bring forth.”
Would you be prepared against every contingen-
¢yt Thereis a way. You are a Christian, One
year, or many years ago, perhaps, you gave your
heart to Jesus, and said you would love Him al-
ways and serve Him faithfully. Looking over
your life, since then, are you satisfied that it has
been all it should have been— all it might have
been ¥ If Job felt constrainefl to say, “ I abhor my-
self;” if Isaiah lamented that he was “ a man of
unclean lips ;” if Peter exclaimed, “I am an evil
man,” surely no one now will assert that he has
banserd Aane.ell thas _Le LQught as a diuci}»lc o_f
have been many and serious, or they may have been
few and comparatively insignificant ; in either case
the Baviour is grieved. Is your heart also grieved ?
Are you willing to confess your misdoings and
not-doings ! Do so, and He who has said, “ I will
heal all their backslidings, and will give them
peace,” is faithful to do as He has promised, The
ancient Jews in inaugurating the new year, amongst
other things cleansed the Temple of all the un-
cleanness that in any way had accumulated there.
The house of the Lord was a type of the Chris-
tian heart. It is said of Christiaus, *“ Ye are the
temple of God, and the Spirit of God dwelleth in
you.” If things impure found their way into the
Bacred Tewple, despite all the care taken to keep
it clean and undefiled, is it to be wondered at that
your heart, Christian reader, has, during your
minghng with the world, accumulated something
of uncleanness { If this be so, you cannot begin
the year in a more profitable and praiseworthy
manner than by expelling from your heart all the
evils that have collected there during the past, and
consecrating yourself afresh to God. Are you
anxious that you may have more christian happi-
ness than heretofore ¥ It may be, if you will, for
desires it. {Remember that if you would be
ppy you must be holy, for holiness and happi-
d no tan can put them asunder. He who
J.:j v:q :mh. holy makes a
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the image and superscription of Jesus on all your
purposes; commit all your ways to God, and pray
that He may direct your path. Teil Him all the
failures of the past: tell Him your feebleness at
the present ; and tell Him your purpoeses for the
future. Urge the promise of His grace, and claim
and expect from Him strength to enable you to
resist every temptation, to bear every burden, to
fight every battle, to discharge faithfully every
christian duty, in a word, in all things to glorify
God through Jesus Christ. Do this and the year
will be characterized by richer, sweeter blessings
than have ever belore been your experience. Your
hear? will be brought more into fellowship with
Jesus; your path will be radiant with the cheer-
ing smile of His approbation ; your affections will
be continually flowing towards Christ as the rivers
to the ocean, and your lives will be ever pointing
heavenward as the reedle to its pole.

With these suggestions we wish, that to every
reader, 1874 may be beyond all its predecessors

A Harpry YEAR.

.

THE NEW VOLUME.

We do not come to our readers with a great
flourish of trumpets. Of what the INTELLIGENCER
has accomplished we do not propose to speak boast-
ingly, remembering that it is as well to  Let another
praise thee, and not thyself.” The record of the
past is before our readers, and they are capable of
judging for themselves. We think we are sate in
taking the fact that our list not only holds its own
but is steadily increasing as an indication that they
are at lcas-t not (]is.)hﬂti.\ﬁcd. P Pus Ga

Of the future of the INTELLIGENAL A1r tro o /58
but little. Its struggles thus fa sing of God ifew

nor insig:iﬂcnnt. 9,**;8 blesgt; ¢ *“ienta.da™
trrumpea over them all; and itsgposition to-day s

stronger than ever before. Confidcatly then we look
forward to a moderately at least successful future.
Promises concerning the manner of its conduct are
unnecessary. What it bas been in spirit and aim
is the guarantee of what it will be, That i: may
with increasing vigor and success prosecute its
work we are anxious ; and our readers are assured
that we will spare no effort to that end, Our
friends must not forget however that commencing
with this issue we assume a much greater responsi-
bility, both editorially and financially, than we
have heretofore had to bear. To-day the INTELLI-
GENCER goes to its readers considerably enlarged.
Such enlargement of course costs something ; and
if the revenue at present is only sufficient to meet
the expenses of the old size, there must be an in-
crease of receipts to meet the increased expenses.
To insure the necessary increase of receipgs there
must be an increase of subscriptions, an® a pay-
ment of all now due us. In such matters we have
to depend entirely on the friends of the paper.
Those who wish the paper success, and who are its
debtors, will immediately pay up. Those who ap-
preciate it, and believe that it may do good in the
families where it is read, can help us greatly by re-
commending it to their friends. Very many have
done and are doing so, and we are constantly re-

ceiving new subscribers as the result, They have
our thanks. All may do something, and we most
respectfully solicit their kind offices in its bebalf,
Just here it is proper to say that to Free Baptists
sspecially the InTeELLiGENCER looks for support.
While it is adapted to families of all classes, and a
large proportion of its subscribers belong to other
christian denominations, it will be admitted by all
that it has peculiar claims on Free Baptists, It is
the only paper which reports their work and pros
perity, and which advocates and defends their
views; and it has the unanimous endorsement of
the Conference, It is not too much to say, then,
that it should go to every Free Baptist family in
New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. We hope an
effort will be made to circulate it more generally
amongst the families of the demomination. The
ministers may help much in this direction, with
profit to themselves and their people. To speak of
it from their pulpits, impressing their hearers with
the importance of a religious paper in their fami-
lies, as well as to solicit subscribers in their visiting,
would have a good effect,

We also want the ministers and others to keep
us well supplied with news from the churches—
their wants, their work, and their success. No de-
partment of the paper 18 more eagerly read than
the Dcenominational News; and there is always
general disappeintment when there is a scarcity or
the entire absence of such news. We hope our
brethren will see and feel more than ever the im-
portance of furnishing us with full information
from ministers and churches. Thus you will en-
courage euch other in the good work. .../ As news
of the advancement of God’s cause is alw ays inter-
esting, we shall be glad to have items of the prog-
ress of christian work in any denomination. ... We
would be pleased too if our friends would furnish
us with items of secular news of general interest.
... Correspondence touching denominatioual mat
ters, general religious questions, and other interest
ing topics are solicited, and will receive proper at
tention, We are anxious to make the INTELIIGEN-
CER the best paper of its class in the Dominion.
On our part no effort that we can put forth shall
be spared; and we ask, and confidently expect,
that the many friends of the paper will give us all
the aid in their power.

In conclusion let us say that, recognizing that it
is not by might, nor by power, but by the spirit of
the Lord, that this and every other branch of
christian work is made effective, we are anxious,
more than for anything else, that God may direct
and bless the efforts made. Hence we ask the
prayers of all Christians that the year upon which
we now enter, may be better and more successful
than any past year of the INTELLIGESCER'S life,

R

BANQUET TO THE GOVERNOR,

Governor Tilley is to visit St. John on the 18th
inst, The citizens have resolved to give him a
snitable reception, and a public dinner in the Vie-
toria Hotel, to which ladies as well as gentlemen
will be admitted, has been arranged for. It is
very proper that this city, which he so long and
worthily represented in both the Local and General
Parliaments, should give him such a reception
on his first visit since his appointment as shall ex-
press appreciation of his services as a representa-
tive, and congratulation on his elevation to the
doubt the demonstration will Ha iaat c;{'l'fx‘ﬂf.xul'l'(':;
and will be participated in by citizens of all shades
of politics,

It may not be improper for us to say that we
regret to hear that it is probable there will be
wines at the dinner, several members of the com-
mittee being strongly favourable to having them,
Of course the Governor is not at all responsible
for this as he is to be the guest ; and those wko
know his manly cousistency know that he would
much prefer the absence of all intoxicants,
The Committee of Management could not do a
more gracetul thing than to give recognition to the
Governor’s abstinence principles by excluding all

liquors from the dinner which is to be given in
his honour,

i &

What Makes the Differerence.—1t is noted that
a few years ago, when William M. Tweed’s daugh-
ter was married, the elite of New York who were
invited to the nupital party were considered to be
0u quite an enviable eminence, But now all un-
derstand that he was a thief and that all the hosp-
itality and pomp of that occasion was the reward
of dishonesty. Those who then rejoiced in the
honor knew this fact well, but its princely dispens-
er was not then a penitentiary conviet, That makes
all the difference imaginable; not in morals, but

To Conuusroxvexts.—B. 8. Palmer, Mag.:

Photograph sent s directed. . ... Rev, D
P. Harris : Change ordered. Let us know of fur.
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CORRESPONDENCE, ,

OUR INDIA LETTER.
MipNAPORE, INDIA, Oct. 14, 1873
Mz. Eprror—We have been hearing of late of
the terrible ordeal of “passing through the Jire”
which 1t seems still prevails in southern India.
The barbarous custom is of course strictly forbid-
den by law, and is fast becoming as obsolete as
suttee. Only last April a boy died from the effects
of attempting to walk through the fire to the local
deity of the village ot Perizangood1, Drampati
Amman by name. It came out in the evidence
that this fearful ceremony has been observed for
years in that place, in spite ot the authonties, who
were in ignorance of.the fact. “ When the magis-
trate visited the spot it was ploughed over, but
the inquest reyealed the truth. Thirteen persons,
including the deceased boy, took part in the rite,
in the presence of from two to three hundred spec-
tators. The pit was a depression in a large open
plain before the temple, a span deep, and measured
twenty-seven feet long by seven and a half broud,
It lay east and west. The idol was borne by eight
persons and placed at the west end. Six babool
trees were cut and kindled at noon. The treading
did not take place till five hours after, when the
fire consisted of glowing embers, Beyond the fire-
pit was the milk-pit, at its west end, through the
water of which the devosees passed after the fire.
Each wore a cloth wrapped closely round the
waist, but we are not told whether it was saturat-
ed with water. The arms and breast were daubed
with sandal. The worshippers bathed and fasted
all day as a preparation for the rite. Amid the
sound of tomwtoms, tabors, drums and bells they

passed thro the 1Y 4o the oodMass. - Twese
there descended a priest, playing a tabor, and

then the temple superintendent, ringing a Dbell.
Then came a poojaree, or priest, who had perform-
ed the rite as a part of his duty for eight years.
He bore on his head the karakam, or earthefi pot
filled with water and crowned with Margosa leaves,
believed to be supported miraculously above him,
After him the others went in one by one, and pass-
ed through both fire and water. One was an oil
merchant, another was a coolie returned from
Mauritius, where for eight years he had suffered
from dyspepsia. Then it was that he vowed to the
village idol to “ tread the fire for it” if he recoy-
ered. Last of all came the boy of fourteen, Phakir.
His blind ‘old mother, standing beside the dead
body of her son, told touchingly how she had
vowed to Drampati for him, when he was ill of
Jaundice, and how he got well. ‘8o he trod the
fire last year and the year before, But this year
his fate came upon him. I am blind of both eyes.
I did not go with Phakir to the fire-treading. 1
went when I heard news that he had fallen in the
fire and been burnt. Iand my daughter carried
him home. Ile died last night, and I have no one
else in the house but him. On his first step into
the pit the lad fell on his right side, and then
rolled over on his left. e was pulled out * burnt
all over, as his sister described, complamned of
giddiness, probably from the fasting, and there-
after did not speak ence.”

Mr. H. J. Btokes, the magistrate of Negahatam,
has contnibuted a valuable paper on this “ passing
through the fire ™ to the India Antiquary for July.
Besides the above case he mentions a recent one in
the same section of Southern India, in which a
young woman with her infant was fatally burned
when passing through the fire. He says that in
Kurnool the devotees walk slowly in a circle
round the fire-pit. As they become excited they
move faster, and jump by turns into the fire and
rapidly out again on the other side, some having
their clothes well saturated with water. The gov-
ernment prohibitivn has undoubtedly led to the mo-
dification of this cruel rite in the places where it
still lingers. In the Southern Mahratta country
the boys and girls at fairs take a running leap
through flames that rise out of a nartow pit.
Sometimes devotees jump on flames, and at other
timef roll on heated embers, bui only a handfull
of firewood is employed. In one part of Negaha-
tam flowers are used instead of fire. So here, as
was the case in Europe, the bloody rites of idol-
atry are passing intn gentler phases, and are thus
approaching a purer worship.

This trial by fire has a strangely interesting his-
tory. The Hindoos have had it from the earliest
times. One of the nine forms of trial by ordeal,
& description of which is communicated to the
“ Asiatic Researches” by Warren Hastings, was fire-
treading. Ali Ibrahim Khan, chief magistrate of
Benares, writes of it thus: “ An excavation nine
hands long, two spans broad, and one gpan deep
is made in the ground, and filled with fire of pee-
pul wood. Into this the person accused must walk
barefooted.” Should Ins feet be burned he is pro-
nounced guilty, Another form of the ordeal com
mon to both India and Europe, is described in the
Mayeikha, as translated by Professor Buhler, of
Bombay. It consists of the accused slowly carry-
ing a red-hot iron ball over nine circles marked on
the earth close to each other. He starts from the
first, and throws the ball from one to the other
into the ninth, If after that, he can rub barley in
his hands without shrinking, he is pronounced
guiltless. In Europe during the dark ages, only
persons of high rank were allowed the fire-ordeal,
which consisted in either carrying red-hot iron for
some distance, or in walking blindfold and bare
footed over red-hot plough shares, as the mother
of Edward the Confessor is said to have done.

RPN .
OUR MANITOBA LETTER.

Confession and Promise—The weather—High prices—
Growth of the city—Enlargement of the Province—Lo-

cal Legislature—Rome at work—Fiie ~Intemperance
checked.

DeAr Eprror—It has been solong since I wrote
my last letter that I scarcely know where to begin,
but a promise to do better in the future is all 1
shall say in mitigation for past offences.

The last few weeks the weather has been all that
one could desire, and even more than we could ex-
pect at this season of the year. There was, how-
ever, a “ cold snap ” in the beginning of Novem-
ber which unexpectedly closed navigation, leaving
freight scattéred all the way between here and
Morehead, to bring which to this city must neces-
sitate considerable expense. This being the case
the prices of goods have advanced considerably
already.
u,,%"&ﬁ,ﬁ&»wﬂm&wc of a summer the most notices
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city, and I am sure that one would scarcely recog-
nize the old village of cighteen months ago as the
new city of Winnipeg. I do not doubt that there
are as many thousands of inhabitants now as there
were hundreds at that time, Trade has been de-
veloped, factories erected, better educational insti-
tutions established, and law and order prevails;
on the whole it has thrown off the appearance of a
rude country village and taker on the garb of a
city,

The chief topic of conversation here Jjust now is,
Will Government extend the limits of the provinge,
and therefore its representation and increase of
subsidy ! And several are beginning to look with
wistful eyes to the new seats thus provided 1n the
House of Commons,

In regard to the Local Legislature, we are ex-
pecting much, At the recent session a re-distri-
bution of the ‘seats was made, giving two more
members to the English speaking population, and
two less to the French. His grace the Arclbishop
Tachd and the Hon, M. Geriard, being at Ottawa,
hurried home, and hoped to effect a reconsiders.
tion of the districts at the adjourned session of
the Legislature. 8o a field-fight may be expected ;
but so little is the influence of Her Majesty’s Loyal
Opposition in the Local House at the present time
that no danger may be anticipated, Why should
we fear t The distribution is based upon the tair-
est principle that it can be, viz,, representation by
Population. But the same spirit that now is mak-
I0g 80 great an uproar in your province, is here ill
8¢ case unless, as usual, it can get the “ lion’s share.”

wood should escape o 1o, But now the red
demon is making havoc inour Parliament house,
which also contains nearlyall the public offices.
The buiding was not a verySuperior one, but 1s re-
membered as the scene of sme of the most excit-
ing discussions. I suppose’he building was worth
about $5000, A

I omitted to tell you tha intemperance has fall-
en back before the onwaré march of the tetotal-
lers band ; and how two god lodges of templars
flourish in the capital of tle North-West, contain-
ing a membership of somehing over one hund.ed.
among whom are some »f the most influential
members of society.

And now, dear InTELLIGiNCER, while I bid you
good night and “a merry Christmas,” I may ex-
press the hope that in you new dress and enlarg-
ed size you may steadily persevere in the good
cause in which you have so long been engaged,
commanding that respect for order and christian-
ity for which you have so eamestly contended, and
which can only be secured wien the people come
to have a firm reliance in th: stability of the doc-
trines you promulgate, and thrust aside every at-
tempt to undermine the true principles of our glo-
rious constitution, nrs
Fort Garry, Dec. 1873,

.
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CURRENT I‘OPI‘C 8.

THE WEEK OF PRAT™
The week commencing $wpecial fiath (the 4th
inst.) will be devoted to ®wmorlfayer by Chris
tians throughout the whofe world. The thought
out of which has grown tRghlesged custom of set-

ting apart a first week 4 ; cach )'Clir U untee? sup
plication, was cextmmM’mw"’“ . -Tbﬂq
such pra_w,\mg has been the means of great blessing
cannot be disputed. . On this point the Ezaminer &
Chronicle says :

No one who has noted the religious services of
the fiist week in January, and noted how regularly
and how generally religions awakenings have fol-
lowed them, will doubt that they have beén in an
eminent degree blessed of God. Lukewarmness in
the past ought to be an additional reason for hu-
mility and zeal now ; and we feel sure that those
who have beea faithful and diligent will need no
exhortation,

It is not a time to find fault because men are
not always active in the performance of religious
duties. It i3 not worth while to insinuate that
some wish to do up their praying for the year ;
because it probably 8 not true, and if it were true,
there would be still greater reason for prayer now.
Itisnot a time to crticize the pastor, or the dea-
cons, or the management of the affairs of the
church, but to supplement their weaknesses and
mistakes by our own strength and charity—if we
have any, It is not a time to find fault with one
another in any way,but rather to pray one for
another, and to provcke to good works by mutual
sympathy and helpfulness. It is not a time for the
discussion of difficul: and doubtful questions in
theology or in moralg, nor for gloryingin anything
save the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through
whom we ought to be crucified unto the world and
the world unto us,

There is always need of prayerful endeavor to
keep ourselves unspetted from the world, and to
persuade the impenitent to be reconciled to God,
There is a peculiar npeed just now. Financial de-
rangements have shown multitudes how helpless
they are to control their own destinies, even in this
world. The 8pint of godless independence and
pride is broken in msny hearts, One devil is cast
out; but if the Master enter not, the seven evil
spirits will, and the last state shall be worse than
the first. In view of the mercies we have received,
of our own shortcomings, and of the spiritual fam-
ine all about us, there is a solemn call, to both
churches and individuals, for earnest and persever-
ing prayer. God’s storehouses are full of blessings
~—blessings for us, for our children, our friends, our
neighbors and our country. Let us seek them.

UNREASONABLE DEMAND,

The ‘Hard Times’ of the present is keenly felt
by all classes, but especially by those who are de-
pendent upon their day's labor for the necessaries
of life. Factories are closed, building has ceased,
and the scores of industries that gave employment
to thousands of mechanics and laborers have been
brought to a stand-still, so that those who could
not or did not make any provision for ¢ a rainy
day’ find themselves in a most pitiable condition,
Whatever can be done to give them employment
should be done ; and if employment cannot be had,

they must not be left togsuffer ior want of teod.
Some of these men ll'lvover soomn to entertain
strange notions, and they make strange demands.
A mass meeting of workingmen was held a few
days ago in Cooper Institute, New York, at which
most inflammatory speeches were made, the only
influence of which could be to dangerously excite
the unthinking. A series of resolutions was adopt-
ed, including the following :

That we will in this, our time of need, supply
ourselves and families with proper shelter and the
necessaries of life, and will send all our bills for
the same to the city treasury to be iiquidated until
such time as we shall obtain work and pay for all
our work,

That we demand work and pay for our work now,
without delay, and the instant and entire abroga
tion of the whole government contract system.

That we steadily and {'('rsistcutly demand that 8
hours shall constitute a lagal day’s work

That in order to prevent money panics in the fu-
ture, we will demand the immediate enactment of
a law that shall limit the accumulations of any in-
dividuals, 4, e, a law of gradual taxation,

That the Committee of Safety will call a meeting
of all the industries of this city whenever it is
deemed expedient to give force and expression to
their action,

That we recognize in fhe tarmers’ granges move-
ment throughout the country our most eflicient co-
workers in the limitation principle.

An address to the people of the United States
was also adopted, in which it is demanded. first,
that a law shall be immediately enacted, which
shall prevent any law being enforced until it has
been submitted to the people und sanctioned by the
people. BSecond, that ne individual shall be al-
lowed to hold, either directly or indirectly, a sum
of money, greater than §800,000, or any sum which
the people themselves shall determine upon.

Concerning the demaad of these men for work,
the New York Observer says :

But have the men who demand work reflected
upon the meaning of the word demand? It im-
plics that the government, or the cominunity, or
individuals, are under seme kind of obiigation to
furnish employment to those who are willing to
work. They demand work as a right, which
others are bound to acknowledge. 1Is there any
Just ground for this demand ! Look at it a mo-
ment,

Jones is a laboring men, industrious and steady,
he gets ahead, lays up money, becomes an employ-
er of others: lays up more: getsto be u contractor
aud a capitalist : puts his money out at interest
and lives on it, ere are thousands of men this
moment who are rich and were once laborin by
the day. We “now one who has miilions, and be-
fore us this moment is the entry in the book of his
;Ie 'ilé'ﬁ \,".E“f"’,ff, v:'u engt:_g?ii aﬂt' t:{.?& pe‘r‘c'luy:
ou his income from judfelots inveltments. Every
laborer aims it the same result. Now we ask the
laborer to reflect that & man has a right to employ
his money as he will, if he docs no wrong with it,
This is a truism, He ig not bound to hire men to
work, and pay them es, unless he has some
work for them to do. \And what is true of Mr.
Joues is true also of a thbusand other Joneses, and
of all others, und of the community and the gov-
ernment. There is no fluty in the cuse. The la-
borer has no right to demand work at the hand of
Mr. Jones, and it is not the duty of Mr. Jones to
furnish the laborer with work. And not one of
these men who now demand work would feel it
their duty to fagnish wotk, if they were capitalists
themselves. This is so oliviously true, thatit seems
like id'e talk to repeat it But the false notions of
rights and duties infesting the labo.ing classes who
are misled by foreign e es, make it import-
ant to keep these truths gonstantly before the pab-
lic mind, ]

A REGISTRATION LAW,
We were glad to see this subject referred to re-
cently by the Presbyterian Advocate of this city. It
is a matter that should teceive prompt attention,
Our contemporary says ;

Amongst the subjects which we hope to see dealt

with byg:r Locslt‘ng ure durin%e the coming
is the enactment of a mortuary tration
law for New Brunswick. Almost every European
country which mukes a pretence of in the
van of civilization, has alieady a law of that kind
on its statute and in that respect even
d our sister provinces. Nova

it is wm known, has a

For months we have dreaded the ravages uuﬂ
sud it seemed strange that so many buildings of |
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Nova Scotia and ot other countries, and to note the
diseases which are most fatal in their operation
and which, consequently, ought to be most gnardod
against. We hope that an effort will be made to
}l)‘rovide us with a similar law in New Brunswick.

he cost of such a system of registration would be
slight compared to “its ultimate benefits, and the
establishment of such a system throughout Canada
would enable us in a great measure to anticipate
the gensus tables and keep the run of our popula-
tion from year to year,

PERILS OF THE SEA.

The tate of the steamer Ville du Haore, which
carried devastation to so many homes and hearts,
made both continents shudder. The accounts pub-
lished in some of the papers, descriptive of the dis-
aster, are really horrifying. Such terrible disasters
call for reform in the manner of running ocean
steamers. Everybody is interested. Those who
on business or for pleasure cross the great deep,
and those who stay at home full of anxiety for the
safety of loved relatives and friends, are alike con-
cerned ; and something should certainly be done
to lessen—if they cannot be entirely prevented —
these horrors on the sea.

The New York Methodist, one of our most valued
exchanges, has an editorial on the subject, from
which the following is an extract :

Collisions at sea are much more common than is
usually supposed. According to the * British
Wreck Register,” the wrecks for 1872 were 1958 :
and of these at least 409 were by collisions. This
is more than one-fifth. A majority of these, it may
be eafely affirmed, were avoidable, had the pru-
dence which is judged necessary in the ordinary
liabilitics of land-life been exercised on the seas.
But our sea crafts, whether sailers or steamers, are
always determined W make time.” The restless
:"‘?:it f;r'; :{,&” I8 more reckless, we think, on

“a
fog, our dreat steamd"dr?.'grggf l‘nﬁ?ﬁ'&;ﬁm‘é‘.‘."h
lives and millions of property have been the forfeit,

The public, and the legislation of all maritime
countries, should reform this disastrous evil ; and
hardly any liability of the sea would seem to be
more capable of reform,

First, stringent laws should be made prohibiting
undue speed in foggy or obscure, stormy nights ;
or if such laws exist they shouid be enforced. If
all vessels were required to * lay to,” or at least to
advance at moderate speed, at such times, it may
well be doubted whether the financial loss to com-
merce (to say nothing of human life) would be as
great as it now is through wrecks by collision, If
more than one-fifth of the British wrecks are from
this cause alone, is it not evident that the maritime
world is paying dear for its ambition for speed 1!
One such wreck as the Ville du Havre involves
more financial loss than two or three days loss of
time on each and all the ships of the line for half a
yesr,

Again, maritime travel is becoming so common,
the crossing and recrossing of the Atlantic so unre-
mitted, that it is high time the routes should be
mappec, and designated by law. Outgoing and
incoming vessels should be required to take, as far
as the vicissitudes of the weather will allow, differ-
ent parallel routes, so as to be out of one another’s
way a8 much as possible, Such a regulation has
been often suggested. It would not apply ngor-
ously to sailing vessels, but even to these it could
be partially practicable. To stesmers it could be
quite so,

But, lastly the French steamers did really find
out a means of safety, which would have protected
the Ville du Havre had it not been parsimoniously
laid aside. The very company owning this grand
ship displayed, not many months since, in our own
harbor, an electric light, by which nearly ali dan-
ger from collision at night or 1 fogs could be ren-
dered impossible. Its rays could pierce for a mile
or more, the thickest fog. We all remember how
the journals discoursed on this new and triumph-
ant security against the worst perils of the sea. It
was a splendid achievement of science, an ines-
timable security and consolation to the sea trave-
ler. But it was expensive! It was abandoned ;
and, by the sinking of its noblest ship, the com-
pany has lost more money than would have been
nccessary for the protection of all its steamers for
years. Many precious lives have been thus sacri-
ficed—many families made desolate for life ; thous-
ands of people wishing to make the trans-Atlantic
voyage, deterred from it by reasonable apprehen-
sions, and the whole civilized world shocked and
horrified by a catastrophe, the details of which are
nearly unreadable to men of sensibility. Let the
company resume its electric light, if it now wishes
to redeem its ionor and the pubiic patronage. We
¢all especially upon the press to legislate needed

reform ; for the press can legislate it. It should
not let this appalling disaster sink away into ob-
livion without such persistent and irresistible dis
cussion as shall force our Atlantic steam companies
to consent to make less money, for the sake of the
safety of thousands &f lives anad willions of prop-
erty annually committed to their trust,
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DEN OMII_W}TIONAL.

HAmpsTEAD, Q. Co.~A brother writes from this
place, saying :
“We, as a church, are

getting along very well
under the faithtul labours of Elder A. Taylor. He
is engaged to labour with us three-fourths of the
time ; the other quarter he spends with the New
Ireland church. His labours are much appreciated,
and there is a very good coming up amongst the

members. I thiuk we will have good times be-
fore long.”
BraNTEY, Yomrk Co,—We are informed that

considerable religious interest has been awakened
under the labors of Rev.J, Gunter. Four converts
were baptized on the 21st ult.; and others were
expected to obey the Lord in His ordinance soon.

RiLey Brook, Tosique.—A brother, sending
his subscription to the INTELLIGENCER, says of
this church: “ We are hoping and praying that
some faithful servant of the Lord will soon come
to gather inte His kingdom the precious souls
here. Pray for this little church.”

A DoraTioN.—The friends of the Rev. J. G. Me-
Kenzie of the South Branch Oromocto Church
made him a donation on the 22nd ult. They met
at the house of Bro, R, Welsh, who kindly placed
it at their disposal. A large number—yold and
young—was present. After tea, which was of
course enjoyed, the meeting was organized by the
appomntment of B. Hoyt, Esq., to the chair., The
object being stated, the sum of $58.31 cash and
$8.00 worth of useful articles were soon contribu-
ted. Accompanying the presentation of this was
an address in which mention was made of the toils
of the Pastor, the high esteem in which he is held,
and thankfulness to God that his labours have
been blessed, and expressing a prayer that they
may be equally blessed in the future. Bro. Me-
Kenzie replied himself, expressing his pleasure at
meeting his friends, and his thanks for their many
kindnesses, especially the one just received. Their
care for him ard his family was duly appreciated.
He also expressed the hope that he might continue
to discharge his pastoral duties 1n such a way as
thet the union and fellowship between him and
the people might ever remain, Bpeeches were

made by several gentlemen; and at the close all

’ - ey waey  uweu given o coeir
minister a kindly recognition of their regard for
him,— Com,
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HOME MISSION REPORT,

To the Rey, G, A Hartley, Corresponding Secretary of the
Home Mission Society :—

Dear Brorurr—In rendering my report for
past month, although many instances have come
under my notice in my field of labor during that
time, I scarcely can write at any great length, I
have occupied all the Sabbath days in the month
three times each day except one, on which I only
attended two services. In addition to this I have
held special services at Holderville, Carter’s Point,
Kingston and Brown’s 8chool House, on the North-
ern side, that is the last pamed place. Immedi-
ately after my last reporting progress, Rev, T, W.
Carpenter baptized four candidates at Holderville,
and added them to the church at that place. The
people there have re-established their weekly
prayer meetings. In many of them the presence
of the Master is especially manifested ; old profes-
sors are again led torejoice in the Lord aud young
converts striving to “hold fast the profession of
their faith.” At the other plaees some impressive
seasons have been enjoyed, although no especial
fruits are as yet macifest. Bro, Robert Vince,
Church Licentiate, is with me at Ppresent,

Yours truly, Naruax L. Price,

Bumé—km J. C. Bteadman reports to the
Visitor that the Becoud Baptist Mhljlgh,
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been baptized. Others are inquiring.....Rev. T.
B. Layton writes that special services are being
held in Greenwich, Kings Co.; and that many per-
ons are giving thought to the things which pertain
to salvation.....Rev. W. P. Everett, pastor of the
Brussels Street Baptist Church. received a Christ-
mas present from some of the members of his
church. The amount is not stated.....Rev. Mr.
Carey announced last SBabbath morning that his
church (Germain street) is now free from debt, the
last of the balance against it ($5,057) having been
paid Christmas eve. This must be a most gratify-
ing event to both pastor and church. It is pro-
posed to give each subscriker to the liguidation
fund a testimonial card..... The Visitor is to be
enlarged next week..... Rev. Thos. Todd was
made happier—for he is always happy—by a
Christmas gift of $50 from his Sussex friends.

MernopisT.—There is an agitation amongst our
Methodist brethren in favour of colportage, where-
by the denominational literature shall be more
generally circulated. Already one man is in the
field. The idea is good..... The Wesleyan grows
more vigorous and generally interesting.....Rev.
R. B. Mack reports that a good work of grace has
been enjoyed under his labours, and that thirty
persons have professed conversion....,.Several
have been converted in Canaan under the labours
of Rev. D. B. Scott,
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TEMPERANCE.

The INTELLIGENCER has from the first been un-
compromisingly opposed to the rum traffic. In
the etruggle preceding the enactment of the Pro-
hibitory Law of severnl years ago it stood squarely

-amd. foqessly ndvagacy, of the measure. not-
withstanding it$mtsitude turned many fends into

enemies. It has“not hesitated to show the evil and
damning effects of the traffic in gnd use ot iatoxi-
cants on all classes of society and all the interests
of the country. With every orgauization that has
in view the lessening of such evils we are in full

sympathy. The movement in favour of Dominion
Prohibition has our heartiest approbation, and we
are prepared to give it assistance to the utmost of
our ability, both by the use of our own pen and
voice, and by opening our columns to others of its
friends and advocates,

NEW YEAR DRINKING,

The custom of making calls on the first day of
the new year is quite general. It has been con-
sidered a sign of hospitality and good feeling to
offer wine, etc., to callers. Proffered by their ludy
friends, 1t was not an easy matter for gentlemen to
decline drinking, even though they knew the
danger of indulgence. How many have been dis-
gustingly intoxicated before the day wus half
over; how many mothers, wives, and sisters' hearts
have been made to ache: how many homes have
been saddened and made Cesolate ; how many
have bad kindled within them the flame that has
burned more and more fiercely till they sunk into
the imbecility of the sot or into a drunkard’s
grave, threugh this custom, cannot be estimated.
They may be counted by tens of thousands. We
are glad, however, that the liquor offering and
drinking part of New Year calling is being dis-
pensed with. By some means conviction has come
to the hearts of the ladies, and they refrain from
putting temptation in the way of their friends.
We would that all would see the terrible responsi-
bility they take upon themselves when, under the
garb of friendship and hospitality, they proffer
the intoxicating cup. Here is what a lady says of
and to her sisters concerning this matter : —

A lady, whether wife, mother, or daughter, takes
npon herself a tremendous responsibility, when
she offers an intoxicant to the lips of a friend.
The misery that liquor-drinking has wrought 1n
some circles of the community, is open to the
sight of all. It is seen in the broken windows,
fireless hearths, and starving faces of the poor
man’s home ; it is seen in the alms-house and the
prison-cell, But there are lovely homes that are
blighted by its baletul shadow ; there are break-
ing hearts that hide their wretchedness heneath
proud smiles; there are souls that sicken at the
thought of what might have been, and what may
be. When the white hand and the blooming lip
of the belle offers this poison to a youth, and he
accepts, the first step may have been taken on the
road to ruin. When the women who influence
and rule in society, set their faces against the use
stimylants, their use will be over.

Ruskin has said many true, and many eloquent
things, with regard to woman’s influence, and
none truer than when he asserted that, if women
chose, they could put an end to war, by simply
throwing their united, silent strength on the side
of peace. It is equally certain that the influence
of woman, exerted on the side of total abstinence,
would be a thousand times more powerful than all
the legislatures could enact,

There is one form, in which, with very innocent
intentions, gooG housekeepers sometimes give their
daughters a taste for stimulants, The various cor-
dials, home-made wines, and decoctions which
they make themselves are regarded as very inno-
cent, and *“ Mother’s currant-wine” or “ Sister's
peach-cordial,” are put on the tables in families
who consider themselves temperate, Sauces are
flavored and mince-pies are tinctured with brandy,
babies are solacea with doses of gin, and, in one
way or another, the way is made ready for the
morbid appetite, the fiery thirst, that may by-and-
by wreck manhood. If, by any bereditary taint,
by any misfortune of birth, the brain has become
an easy prey to the destroyer, the work of de-
struction may be a rapid one. But slow or
fast, God's word remains true, that *“ Wine is a
mocker ; strong drink is raging ; whosoever is de-
ceived thereby is not wise,” Let no woman lend
her influence to what may be a man's immediate
ruin,

THE GOVERNOR AND THE TEMPERANCE QuEs-
TION.—The Farmer states that on Fridry the Lieut.
Governor made his first visit to York Division in
bis new capacity, A warm address of welcome
was presented to His Honor, to which he made a
suitable reply, in the course of which he said :

He accepted with thanks the remarks in the ad-
dress alluding to his past lite, and then referred to
the terms of the address presented by the citizens on
his arrival in the city, and said that ever since he
had met with nothing but expressions of kindness
and good will, and that he would endeavour so to
discharge the duties incident to his present posi-
tion as to merit the confidence of the ple over
whom he was called upon to preside, He fully en-
dorsed the sentiments contained in the address,
that the principles of total abstinence were no bar-
rier to preferment to the highest office in the gift
of the Governmenr of our country. Thatin accept-
ing the office of Lieutenan Governor, he was aware
that circumstances might arise of an embarrassing
nature, but he felt that whatever those circumstan.
ces might be, he would be recreant to duty, did he
not sustain those high principles of total absti-
nence wihlch he had ever professed. That had he
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gation in this respéct, he would have declined the
position  But had he refused to accept the office,
1t would have been an acknowledgment that total
abstinence unfitted a man to hold the highest of-
fice in the gift of the country, He felt that he
would be upheld by his brethren, and that there
was a spirit of fair pla among all classes, which
would sustain him in the course he had adopted,
80 that even those who differed from him, would
respect the man who would not sacrifice principle
for the sake of position,

Wuy Nor t—A correspondent of the Telegraph
asks why the employes of the Intercolonial Rail-
way do not take the temperance pledgz2 like those
of the G.T. R? He says that in some cases this
would be very desirable, Thers is no doubt that
it the employes of the road were pledged to absti-

uence it would be a great satisfaction to the pub-
lie, :

A Goov Examere.—Rev, Dr. Chickering is au-
thority for the statement that neither Presidont
Grant nor the Cabinet officers will offer mtexicat-
lng drinks to New Year's callers: and the Vice
President, with many Senators and Representatives
aud several Judges and Governors, have authorized
the expression of a wish, in view of the evils re-
sulting from the drinking customs widely preva-
lent at the holiday season, that the f; ends of

z:onlity and l'gaood ordeil;l may u(o}; fit not to l;c;;xde
verages in their Christmas
Yeer's hos ties, S

™ Attention is directed to the Busmness
Notices on first page. The list of premiums to be
glven those who send new subscribers deserves at-
tention. We hope there will be an active canvass
all aloug the line of the KRS friends.
No_time is better than the
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THINGS IN SHORT METRE.

: [BY PEN AND sCISsoRs.]
A Reo, Mr. MeOlellan, from Manchester, England,
is in the States in pursuit of money to help found
an out-and-out close communion Baptist thecologi-
cal school 1n England, which shall send out minis-
ters uncontaminated with * the plague” of open
communion.

Statistics show that the larger part of crime com-
mitted by men, is committed by young persons
between twenty and thirty years old, and of the
crime committed by females, the greater share is

committed by persons between thirty and forty
years of age.

Nine hundred and ninty-three missionaries were
employed last year by the Presbyterian Home Mis-
sion Board, at average salaries of $275. This was
supplemented by people on the home field, but it
shows that the missionaries are working largely by
faith, and not by sight.

Since the year 1848,in which gold was first dis-
covered in California, that State has produced g1,
380,700,000 worth of precious metal. The greatest
yield was in 1858, in which year the product was
$030,000,000.

A remarkable revival is reported from Richmond,
Ind., where a series of general religious meetings
held at the Whitewater meeting-house, under the
auspices of a committee of the Indiana Yearly
Meeting of Orthodox Friends, developed into a re-
vival which appears to have resulted in the conver-
sion of a large number of persons,

Two Swedish missionaries have been sent from
the Missionary Society of Sweden, one to New
York and one to Boston, to labor among the

Hwoamts busigrangs, pnd  sailors at those places.
They have instructions to co-operate witnm sue

Angustana Synod.

The Canada Baptists are very much gratified over
the showing that they are able to make in mission-
ary work. They report their receipts from Ontario
and Quebec at $5,289, and claim to have already
taken a position in the fore.gn work in advance of
twenty-five of our states. They sustain two of the
missionaries of the Teloogoo Mission,

The number of ships belonging to the British na-
vy actually at sea is about 200. Those are divided
into eleven squadrons, independently of vessels
placed on special service. The number of ships
laid up in the dock yards and reserves of England
at the present time, besides the above, is given at
between 500 and 600,

Rev. J. H. Wilson, missionary to the Yorkima In-
dians, Oregon, stated at the late session of the Or-
egon Conference: “ There are about 400 converted
Indians under my care. I have watched them
closely from day to day. In every case when an
Indian is converted he abandons at once the use
of tobacco. He does it yoluntarily, without admon-
ition from anyjone.”

Spain.—The United Presbyterians of Scotland
have completed a fine house of worship and two
school-houses in the capital of Spain. The number
of Protestant churches throughout the country 1s
twenty-scven. Bix of these are in Madrid, The
first named buildings of the United Presbyterians
are said to have cost $200,000, which looks as if,
Presbyterian-wise, they had come to stay.

It has often been remarked that missionary effort
is most successful among small and oppressed peo-
ples. The Armenians and Nestorians of Persa,
among whom the American Board has maintained
missionarics with such blessed results, are instances
in point. It is said that about 25,000 of either
race &re now neminally €hristians,

Miracles (1) Who will dare say that the age of
miracles is past after reading this.

The following i3 posted in the church of Notre
Dame de Lumieres, Marscilles: Miracles Obtain-
ed by the Intercession of our Lady of Lumieres:
Dead raised, 19; Blind made to see, 187; Deaf
and dumb relieved, 125 ; Lame restored, 136 ; Par-
alytics revitalized, 152 ; Fevers cured, 185; Sprains
healed, 187, Miscellancous miracles (doubtless in
a very small way), 210. Total, 1,1521¢

And this is the latter half of the 19th century.

The Ohurch of God, so called, founded by John
Winebrenner, is a denomination of Baptists, num-
bering about 80,000, They are evangelical in their
doctrines, and open communionists in practice, and
they have adopted the system of itinerancy, The
Baptist Union hopes that these and other liberal
Baptists may beled to consolidate their forces,

Surely there is room for all the sects within the
church of God.

Methodist Elegance.—A fifty-five thousand-dollar
Sunday-school chapel belongs to the Fletcher Me-
thodist Episcopal church iu Hestonville, suburban
to Philadelphia. It is somewhat after the plan of
the celebrated Akron school in Ohio, and is pro-
nounced to be * the most elegant Sunday-gchool
room in American Methodism.” At the dedica-
tion service recently $38,000 were raised at a single
collection,

An American pilgrimage to Rome is not, after all
such a visionary scheme, Probably next summer
will see an emigration of pilgrims from this coun-
try to the Holy City, The cost will be $300, but
what is that to a special bemediction from the
Pope 7 Archbishop Manning hopes he can open
his cathedral tc the taithful from the New World,
and speed them on their mission, The Catholic
Review suggests that the pilgrims wear navy blue,

80 that .all the world may know that they are
Americans !

The times are hard, and we can't give as much as
usual for the missionary cause—so say some. But
is it not harder for the missions of the Church to
lack support for want of your contributions? and
barder still for the heathen to die without the
Gospel ! Let no one draw back his band, if the
times are hard. Stand nobly ‘o the work, andGod
will bless you. Now is the time to show our at-
tachment to Christ and His cause by our liberal
contributions,

Church of England.—Certain prelates of the Eng-
lish Church can scarcely be said to be ‘exempted
from the terrors of the poor-house. For instance,
the Archbishop of Canterbury, though entitled to
a life occupancy of the archiepiscopal palace as 8
residence, is stinted for the perdonal expenses of
himsell, Mrs. Canterbury and family, to the paltry
sum of $75,000 per annum. The Archbishop of

York and the Bishop of London are entitled to
still greater sympathy, each being obliged to put

up with a paltry $50,000, while the poor Bishop of
Durham gets only $40,000, and the Bishop of Win-
chester has, in the most shameless manner, been

compelled to rough it en a miserable $35,000 a
year,

An endorser of a note is exempt from lablity it

vot served with notice of its dishonor ‘within
twenty-four hours of its non-payment,
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DipuTHERIA.—A correspondent informs us that
“ Diphtheria is prevalent in New Ireland, Queen's
Co. The family of Bro. Isasc Davis have suffer-
ed greatly. Three have already died, and another
is not expected to live. Bro, D, has ‘the sympathy
of all the people. The disease - seoms to be very

fatal; and its ravages have cast a gloom over the
whole community, E J
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BAD Acomest AT McApam.—A fatal accident
occurred last night at McAdam Juncton, The vie-
tim was the Rev. Peter Keay, Presbyterian clergy-
man at 8t. Andrews, and well known throughout
the province. He had been unwell for some time
and had taken a short vacation. He spent a few
days in this city and, on. Saturda , went to Fred-
ericton. It was while returning home to St, An-
drews yesterday that the accident occurred. The
evidence taken at the inquest showed that the de-

ceased was walking along the about the
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