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Rev. J. McLEOD, 

Vol, XXTIL—No. 23. 

READERS OF THE “INTELLIGENCER” 

WILL PLEASE BEAR IN MIND THAT 

« \ THEN they visit FREDERICTON, they should not 
fail to call into the 

ALBION HOUSE, 
AND SEE THE GRAND DISPLAY 

OF NEW, RICH, AND BEAUTIFUL 

DRY GOODS, 
IMORTED DIRECT BY 

MILLER & EDGECOMBE 

FOR THEIR SPRING & SUMMER TRADE. 

THEY HAVE NOW COMPLETED THEIR 8TOCK 
AND OPENED FOR INSPECIION, 

92 Packages 

OF STAPLE AND FANCY DRY GCODS, 

COMPRISING ALL THE NOVELTIES OF THE 
SEASON IN 

Hats, Flowers, 
BLACK SILKS, 

Colored Silks, 

DRESS GOODS, 

Feathers, Ribbons, 

SILK SCARFS, 

| Prints, Cambrics, 
SHAWLS, | BRILLIANTS, 
Mantles, P.arasols, Sunshades, 
SACQUES, &c., | UMBRELLAS, 

&c. 

0 

OUR STOCK OF STAPLE GOODS 
» 

IN 

Grey & White Cottons, 

TICKINGS, SHEETINGS, 

Osnaburgs, 

TOWELS, TABLE LINENS, &e., 

ARE ALL SPLENDID VALUER, 

INSPECTION INVITED. 

MILLER & EDGECOMBE. 

Fredericton, June 4, 1875, 

NEW GOODS. 

THOMAS LOGAN 
HAS RECEIVED 

AMERICAN 

White and Grey 

COTTON Ss. 

PILLOW COTTONS. 

TYCOON REPPS. 

FROM ENGLAND : 

White, Drab, and Unbleached 

KNITTING COTTONS 

IN BALLS, 

White and Grey 

KNITTING ~~ ANGOLA. 

I" These Goods are All marked at the very 
Lowest Prices, and are /heaper than they have 

been for the last eight yeds. 

| THOMAS LOGAN. 
Fredericton, April 9, 18%. 

Ta —- —- 

— 

SAINT JOHN, NEW BRUNSWICK, FRIDAY, JUNE 

Now is the time to subscribe for the Intrrri- | the Declaration of Independence should go 
GENCER. Read the following offer : 

The Inrevuicescer will be sent to new 
subscribers from the present time till the 
end of tha year (Dec. 31st, 1875) for $1.00. 
By this arrangement new subscribers who | 
Jorward their names and money at once 
will receive the paper nine months Jor the 
price of siz months—three months Jor 
nothing / 
Now is the time for the friends of the paper to 

canvass for new subscribers, using the liberal offer 
made above, 

A SERMON BY REV. T. D. TALMAGE, 
THE KNELL OF NINEVEH, 

* Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown,” — Jonah iii, 4. 

On the banks of the Tigris there is a great 
capital, sixty miles in circamference, sur- 
rounded bya wall broad enough to allow 
three chariots to go abreast ; fifteen hundred 
turrets, each two hundred feet high, carrying 
aloft the grandeur of the city. There are six 
hundred thousand inhabitants. The metro- 
polis is not like our crowded cities 
dens wreathe the home of private citizens 
with tropical blaze of color, wet with the 
spray of falling waters, and there are pasture 
fields, on which cattle browse, ir the very 
midst ot the city. It is a delicious climate, 
even ie midsummer never rising to more than 
seventy degrees, Through the gates of that 
city roll the commerce of Eastern and West 
ern Asia. On its throne sits Sardanapalas, 
bis every meal a banquet, his every day a 
coronation. There are polished walls of jas- 
per and chalcedony, bewildering with arrow- 
heads, inscriptions and scenes of exciting 
chase and victorious battle. There are man- 
sions adorned with bronze, and vases and 
carved statues of ivory, and ceilings with 
mother of pearl, and mantel enamelling, and 
floors with slabs of alabaster. There are oth- 
er walls, with sculptured flowers, and panel- 
ling cedar, and burnished copper, and door- 
ways guarded by winged lions, The city 
roars with chariot-wheels, and olatters with 
swift hoofs, and is all a-rush and a blaze with 
pomp and fashion and power. The river Tig- 
ris bounds the city on oneside, and moat and 
turretted wall bound it on the other sides, 
and there it stands defiant of earth and heay- 
en. Fraud in her storehouses, 
in her dwellings, 
theatres. Iniquity 
the magnificent. 
the doomed. 
One day, a plain looking man comes through 

the gate into that eity, He is sunburned as 
though he had been under the browning pro- 
cess of a sea-voyage. Indeed, he had been 

Uncleanness 
Obscene display in her 

everywhere. Nineveh 
Nineveh the vile. Nineveh 

: : To a - ke ’ . < - P ‘ | ; » 
wrecked, and picked up by such a life boat 88 | shall be overthrown !” 
no other man ever rode in, a whale’s fins ands 
flukes being to him both oars and rudder. 
The man had been trying to escape his duty 
of preaching a disagreeable sermon ; but now, 

wall and entered it, than clearing his throat, 
for loud and distinct utterance, he begins ; 
and the water-carrier sets down his jug, and 

look and listen, while his voice shivers 
through the avenues, and reyerberates amid 
the dwellings of potentate and peasant, as 
he cries out: “Yet forty days and Nineveh 
shall be overthrown!” The people rush out 
of the marketplaces and to Lhe gates to listen 
to the strange sound. The king invites the 

| that the affairs of God’s Government are infi- 
{nite and multifarious is. no reason why he 
| should not attend to the minutie. God no 
| more certainly decided that on June 15th, 
1215, Eogland should have her Magna 
Charta; .nor that on the 4th of July, 1776, 

forth ; nor that at half-past eleven o’clock at 
night on the 14th of December, 1799, George 
Washington should die ; nor that forty days 
after Jonah preached that sermon, Nineveh’s 

| pented, than Ie bas decided the point be- 

walking this ought 
are unsaved, lest the hour glass of their o 

do not lose their souls 
ance forever, but emiy by putting it off onc 
second after the time is up. They propose 
to become Christians in mid-life, but they 

| die in youth ; or they propose in old age to 
| be Christians, but they die in mid-life; or on 

matter, but on the fortieth Nineveh is over- 
thrown, 

Standing on a ship's deck amid a coil of 
chains, sailors roughly tell you to stand back 
if you do not want your limbs broken, or by 
the chains, 

BE HURLED OVERBOARD ; 
for they are going to let out the anchor, and 
when the anchor does go the chaios make 
the deck smoke with theirspeed. As swiftly 
our time runs away from us. Now it seems 

| and days and minutes, 
| 
! 

; but gar- | 

| 

| 
! 

| 

| 

| 
| 

! 

| eertaluly 

| 

| 
| 

| defending army; and yet it was through that 

| many of the people, 
| lous warning seems to many an absurdity, 

man to tell the story amid the corridors of | 

the palace, I'he PE throng in and out 
amid the statues anc 
listening to the startling message: 
forty days, and Nioevan shall be 
thrown.” 

“Yet 

over- 

“ WHAT 1S THAT FELLOW ABOUT a 

say some of the people, 
escaped from his keepers? He must be an 
alarmist, who is announcing his morbid fears, 
He ought to be arrested and put in the prison 
of the city.” But still the man moves on, 
and stil! the cry goes up: “Yet forty days, 
and Nineveh shall be overthrown.” There is 
no madness in his eye, there is no fanaticism 

“Is he a madman | 

in his manner, but only a divine authorit y, and | 
a terrible earnestness which finally seizes the 
whole city. People rush from piace to place 
and say: “Have you seen that 
What does he mean ? Is it to be earthquake, 

prophet 71 

or storm or plague or besiegement of foreign | 
enemy ¥”  Sardinapalas puts off his jewelled 
array and puts on mourning, and the whole 
city goes down on its knees, and street cries 
to street, and temple to temple, and the fit. 
wen hundred turrets join the dirge: *“ Yet 
forty days and Niuevah shill be overthrown.” 
A black covering is thrown over the horses 
and the sheep and the cattle, 
water are kept from the dumb brutes so that 
their distressing bellowing may make a do- 
lorous accompaniment to the lamentation of 
six hundred thousand souls who wring their 
hands, and beat their temples, and throw 
themselves into the dust, and deplore Their 
sin, crying out : “Yet forty days, and Nine 
veh shall be overthrown!” 
God heard that ery. He turned aside from 

the affairs of eternal state, and listened. He 
said: “Swop! I must go down and save 
that city. It is repenting, and erics for help 
and they shall have it, and Nineveh shall live, 
‘Then the people took down the trimbels, and 
loosened the foot of the dance, and flung new 
light on {he panels ol alabaster, and started 
the suppressed fountains, and the children 
clapped their bands ; and from Sardinapalus 
on the throne, clear down to the keeper of the 
city gate, where brown faced Jonah first 
went in with his thrilling message, there were 
song and laughter and congratulation and 
festivity and jubilee. “Aud God saw their 
works, that they turned from their evil way; 
and God repented of the evil that He had 
said that He would do unto them ; and He 
did it not,” 

I learn in the first place from this subject 
the precision and punctuality of the divine 
arrangement, You will gee that God decided 
exacully the day when Nineveh's lease of 
werey shonld end. If Jonah preached that 
sermon on the first day of the month, then 
the doom was to fall upon Nineveh on the 
tenth day of the next month, So God de- 
cides what shall be the amount of our rebel- 
lion. Though there may be no sound in the 
heavens, He has determined the length of 
His endurance of our sin, It may be foruy 
days, it may be forty hours, it may be forty 
minutes, it may be forty seconds. The fact 

era S— ame 

Forage and | 

: k : | foreign invasion, at last, his feet strike the streets of that city. | 
No sooner has he passed the shadow of the | 

: ys Seve defence the Tigris, and it was not the charioteer felbt In Dis steeds, and the { thing for an army to swim soldiers on the top of the wall break ranks to | ’ 

: . | with stronger health than I have? pietues and fountains, | 

coiled all around us in a pyramid of years 
; but they are going, 

and they will take us off with their lightning 
locity. If I should by some supernatural 

revelation to night tell you just how long or 

the forty-first day they will attend to the | 

chance for mercy should end unless she re- | 

& 

“THAT COD IN ALL THINCS MAY BE CLORIFIED TEROUCH JESUS CHRIST.”=-Peter. 
et ——————————————— ys th comers essen 

| lowed you in many a midnight te thipg over | was saved. 
this subject—when all was still save the tick- 

| ing of the clock in the hall and the eating 
Warned that 

Warned that yor need- | 
Warned of ming 

Warned of an eternity crowded | 

| of your own anxious Heart. 
you were a sinner. 
ed a divine Saviour, 
retribution. 
with splendor or catastrophe, Warmed by 

miliar. 

| the death of those with whem you were fa- | 
Warned day after day, and month 

{ warned, warned, 
| your soul is lost, in the day of judginent you 

| 

yond which you and I cannot pass and still | will bave to acknowledge “no man inBrook- obtain the divine clemency. What careful | lyn ever had a better chance for heaven than 
to make for those who |1 had, 1 was preached to, and prayed for, 

|and divinely solicited. portunity be almost empty, Men and women | right, and 
I was shown the 

fuily persuaded of it; but I did 
by putting off repent- | not act and I did not believy, and fow, iu 

J 
: 
’ the presence of a burg ¢svih [ads flying 
 heavén, T take the whole responsiblity, Hear 
me, men! Angels! Devils {—I took the life 
of my own soul; and I did it so thoroughly 
that it is done forever. And now I trudge 
off over the hot desert and under the burning 
sky—a suicide! A suicide !” 

Yes, I think you have all been warned ; but 
if up until this very hour you have happened 
to escape such intimation, to night I ing it 
in your ears: “ Yet forty days, and Nineveh 
shall be overthrown !” 

Still farther: I learn from this subjeet that 
when the people repent, the Lord lets them off. 
While yet Nineveh was on its knees, and Sar- 
danapalus sat in the ashes, and the unfed 
cattle were yet moaning in the air, and the 
people were yet deploring their sin, God re- 
versed the judgment, and said: “Those peo- 
ple have repented. Let them live!” And 
the news flew. I'he gardens saved. The pa- 
laces saved. Six hundred thousand people 
saved. A belt of sixty miles of city saved. how brief will be your opportunity for re- 

pentance and salvation, you would not be- 
lieve me. You would say: “I shall have 
tenfold that time; I shall have a hundred- 
fold that time.” But yon will not have 
more; you will have less. You have put off 
lepentance so long that you are going to be | 
very much crowded in this matter of the 
soul's salvation. The corner of time that is 
left you is so small that you will hardly have 
room to turn around in it. You are like an ac- 
countant who has to have a certain number of 
figures added up by four o'clock in the after- 
noon, vis two full, round hours’ work and it is 
a quarter past three o'clock, and yet he has 
not begun. You are like a man in a case of | 
lite and death, tive miles from the depot, and 
the train starts in thirty minutes, aud vou 
have not harnessed the horse. Yoa are like 
a man who comes to the bridge across the 
Naugatuck River in time of a ireshet. The 
circumstances are such that he must go 

The bridge quivers, the abutment | 
begins to give way ; but he stands and halts | 

across, 

| and waits, until the bridge cracks in twain 
| aud goes down, hoping g then that on the | 
floating timbers he may get over to the other 
shore, 

God is not looking ivertly and unconcern- 
edly upon the position you occupy. Just so 

as there is a bank to the East 
River, just so certainly is there a bank to 
the river of your opportunity, 
18 fixed. There will be 
bearance. * Yet 

The margin 
a limit to God’s for- 

forty days, and Nineveh 

Still further: I learn from this subjechat 
religious warning may Seen preposte rous. 

Now, we think that our city is safe from all 
We have Fort Hamilton, 

the Battery, Fort Lafayette, and a half do- 
zen strongholds ; but the city of Nineveh 
bad fifteen hundred turrets, and they were | 

Then for a natural 

an easy 
across that river 

under the shadow of a wall on which stood a 

| 

all strongholds. it hag 

impregnable city that Jonah went, uttering 
the warning words of my text, It muss at 
first have seemed preposierous to a great 

So it is now that rel;- 

It is more to them a joke than anything else, 
“Repent ? Prepare? Was there ever a man 

Vision | 
clear, hearing alert, lungs stout, heart steady. | 
Insurance companics tell me I shall have | 
seventy years of life. My father and mother 
were both long lived. Feel the muscle in 
my arm.” Ab, my brother, it is not pre- | 
nosterous when I come out to tell you that 
von nd to make preparation for the future. | 
I have notice.) #hat it is the invalids who live 
on. They take more %are of their health, 
and so they outlive the robust and athlete. 
[ have noticed in my circle of acquaini2nces, 
for the last few years, that five robust and 
athletic men go out of life to one invalid. 
Death prides himself on the strength of the | 
castle he takes. *“ Boast not thyself of the 
morrow, for thou knowest not what a day 
may being forth.” Dr, Eddy, the eloquent 
missionary secretary, died the other day 
from swallowing a small flake of an oyster 
shell. Emilius Lepidus lost his life by bav- 
ing his toe wounded. A splinter may be 
lancet sharp enough to bleed our life away. 
Look out ! The slip of a railroad tran from 
the track, the rush of a runaway horse 
through the street, any one of ten thousand 
perils may be upon you, “In such au hour 
as you think not, the Son of Man cometh.” 

| 
| 
| 

YOUR OPPORTUNITY FOR REPENTANCE 
is almost over, “Yet forty days, and Nin- 
eveh shall be overthrown.” 

Still further: I learn from my subjeet that 
(rod gives every man a Jair chance Jor his life, 
The iniquity of Nineveh was accumulating, 
It bad been rolling up and rolling up. There 
the city lay—blotehed, seething, festering 
under the sun, Why did not God put au end 
Lo its iniquity ? Why did not God unsheathe 
some sword of lightning from the scabbard of 
a storm-clond, aud slay it? Why did He not 
with some pry of an earthquake throw it into 
the tomb where Carraccas and Lisbon now 
lay ? Why did He not submerge it with the 
scorn of His indignation, as He did Heren- 
laneum and Pompeii? It was because He 
wanted to give the city a ehance, You would 
have thought that thirty days would baye 
been enough to repent in, or twenty days, or 
len days. Aye, you would have said: * If 
that eity don't quit its ein in five days it 
never will.” Bap see the wide margin, List 
en 10 the generosity of time, * Yet forty 
days.” 
io frank, my brother, and confess to-night 

that God is giving you a fair chance for sale- 
ty, a better chance than he gave to Nineveh. 
They bad one prophet. Yon bave heard the 
voices of fifty. They had one warning. You 
have had a thousand. They had forty days, 
Some of you have bad forty years,  Some- 
times the warnings of God have come upon you as the breath of ilies sud frankincense, 
and then again as though hurled from a vath- pult of terrific providence, (od has some times led yon to see your unsaved condigion while you were walking and perils, and yodr 
hair stood om end, | you stopped breath- ing ; you thought your last moment ha oS) 

come, Or, through protracted illness, He a 
- - 

| as certainly settled. 
| have to fling away sin 

pThe one is a husk—the other is a coronet 
| The one is a groan—the other is an anthem. 
The one is a sting—the other is an illumina- | 

Let the news be flung from one wall to the 
other ; from the east wall, clear over to the 
west wall, Let the bells ring. Let the eym- 
bals clap. Let the flags be flung out from 
all the fifteen hundred turrets, Let the king's 
lamp lighters kindle up the throne-room. 
“ And God saw their works, that they tarn- 
ed from their evil way: and God repented 
of the evil that He had said that He would 
do unto them ; and He did it not.” In other 
words, 

WHEN A SINNER REPENTS 
God repents. The one gives up his sins ; the 
other gives up His judgments. The moment 
that a man turns to God, the relation of the 
whole universe toward hia is changed, and 
the storms and the lightnings and the than: 
ders and the earthquakes and the grandeure 
of the jodgment day and the realities of the 
eternal world, all become his coadjators. 
God and the angels come over on his side. 
Repent, give up your sin and turn to God, 
and you will be saved. “Ah” says some 
one, *“ that’s a tough thing to do.” “I have 
been drinking,” says some one; or, “I have 
been unchaste,” says some one ; or, “I have 
been blasphemous,” says another; or, *1 
have been a Sabbath breaker,” or, “1 have 
a hard heart.” says another, “and now you 
ask me to give up my sin, 
and I wont do it.” Then you will die. That 
is settled. But somebody else says: “I will 
give up my sin, and I will now take the Lord 
for my portion.” You will live. That js just 

You will to-night either 
or fling away heaven, 

tion. Christ's fair complexion, of which His 
contemporaries wrote, 1s gone, and His face 
is red and His hands are red, and His feet are | 
red with the rushing blood ot His own suffer | 
ing endured 10 get you out of sin and death 
and hell. O, will you to-night, implore Him 
to let His suffering take the place ot your ill- 

: 3 s 

aessert 7 It you will, all is well, and you 
may now begin to twist garlands for your 
brow, for you are already a victor, All hea- 
yen comes surging epon your soul in the an 
nouncement : * There is no condemnation to 
them which are in Christ Jesus.” Now, will 
you doit? I care nothing for a sermon un- 
less it has an application, and this is the ap- 
plication : will you do it? 
one, “I believe that is right. I mean some 
day to surrender the entirety of my nature to 
God. It is reasonable, 1 mean to be a 
Christian, but not now.” That is what thou- 
sands of you are saying. I am afraid if you 

| do not give your hearts to God to-night, you 
never will. You may have heard of the ship 
Rebecca Goddard that eame near one of oar 

| ports this last winter, They were all scoared 
{up and ready for the lading, when coming 
almost into the harbor, an ice tloe took the 
ship and pushed it out to sea, and it drifted 
about two or three days, and there was great 
suffering, and one was frozed dead at Ws post, 
How near they got into the harbor, ayd yet 

THEY DID NOT GET IN. 
How many there are here to-night who feel 
that they are almost in the harbor of God's 
mercy. Why do you not come ashere, lest 
some ice floe of sin and worldliness drive yon 
out again to the sea, and you die in the rig- 
ing? I throw you this rope to-night. 1 hurl 
you this warning. Make fast to hesven now. 
This moment is vanishing, and witht may go 
everything: and so I run up asd down 
through this audience with the banner of the 
cross: Raily, immortal men, rally ! 

“But,” says some gne in the house, “1 
won't take your advice. Ill risk i. I defy 
God, Here | take my stand, and I ask no 
odds either of earth or heaven.” Let me tell 
such that you are in a battle whepe you will 
be workted. “Yet forty days!” Perhaps 
thirty days. Perhaps ten days. Perhaps 
three days. Perhaps one day. The horses 
that drag on the chariot of doom are lathered 
with the foam of a great speed, and their 
hoofs clip fire from the flinty road, and their 
nostrils throb with the hot haste as they dash 
on. Get out of the way, or the wheels” wifl 
roll over you. You cantot endure the ire of 
an incensed God. Throw yourselves down on 
vour knees now and pelt the heavens with 
blood-red cries for mercy. The terminal 
chance is going, the last chance is going, go- 
ing. ©, wake up before you wake up among 
the lost. May God Almighty, by His Etern- 
al Spirit, wake you up, 

There is & story running indistinotly 
through my mind of a maiden whose lover 
was doomed to be put to death when the 
curfew bell struck njoe o'clock at night, and 
she thought that ifahe could keep that bell 
from ringing for a ithe while her lover and 
friend would be saved, And so under the 
shadow of the night she orept up into the 
tower and laid hold of the tongue of the hell. 
And alter & while the sexton came up to the 
tower and he put his hand on the rope and 
waited for the right moment to come ; and 
when by the light, of his lantern and bis 
watch he found it was nine o'clock, and he 
seiged the rope and he pulled, and the bell 
turned, but in silence, ahd the maiden still 
held ou to the tongne of the bell swinging 
back and forth wildly through the belfry, and the curfew bell rang not, and time was gain- ed and pardon arrived and a precious life 
I - —— o— 

ANT gm A OE 

| alter month, and year after year—warned, | 
O! my dear brother, if 

[ cannot doit 

“Ah,” says some | 

— 
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as if tO me there 

here doomed to death, You 

have condemned yourselves. It seems to me 
as if the death knell of vour immortal soul 
were about to strike. The angel of God’s 
Justice has his hand on the rope, and yet I 
seize the tongue of that bell, and I hold on, 

| hoping to gan a little time, and I cry out : 
“0 God, not yet! not yet!” hoping that 

| time may be gained and pardon may fly from 
the throne and your soul may live. May the 
God who saved Nineveh save you. But some 
of you have put it off so long that I fear your 
Lime 18 up. 

0, it seems 
were those 

| 

| 

| 

| [Mr Talmage requests that all christians 
| pray God to make his preaching a means to | J 

| verted. | 
eninge ime 

BACKSLIDING. 
Against nothing are we more constantly 

warned in the Scriptures than against back- | 
shding. Backsliding Israel or Christians de- 

| parting from the faith are alike warned in 
| the Old Testament and in the New of their 
| danger and God’s displeasure, 

Backsliding may be defined as departing 
from God. To be away from light involves 
darkness; to be away from warmth brings | 
coldness ; and to be away from the bosom of 
Life results in death. All these involve un- | 
happiness here, destroy usefulness, and may | 
finally become fixed in eternal death. If sal- 

| vation means anything, every one conscious | 
| of being in a backslidden condition ought to 
be alarmed, He ought to be alarmed be- 

| cause backsliding is displeasingto God and 
dishonoring to the church. He ought to be | 
alarmed, too, because he is himself involved | 

| in terrible danger. And what renders this 
| danger the greater is found in the fact that 
often-times the backshider declines so im per- 
ceptibly to himself that he is 

{ of his real condition, 

| backslidden, 

: 

scarcely aware 

h Ave 

and thas hindered their useful- 
ness in the church and became a burden to | 

| Christian society, and often a reproach to 
| the cause of Christ, whereas, if they had been 
| faithful thy might have abounded in useful- 
ness and might have been happy instead of 
miserable. Some such may be awakened and 
finally saved; but, alas, what a failure are | 
their lives ! Their record is that of idlers in | 
the vineyard, and false beacons on the shores 
where wrecked souls are strewn. 
One frequent vause of decline is the want 

of Chnstian doctrine, Truly, some are well | 
informed in seripture truth, but they have | 
ceased to realize and thus to appropgpiate it to 
the benefit of their souls. They Mave doc- 
trine but they do not use it. Therd are others 
who are wanting in a knowledge of the trea- | 
sures of God’s word. They do not read it 
enough to avpreciate or understand it. Those 
who read little of currest news, or little of 
history, or little of anything else, care little 
for current news, or history, whatever else 
they neglect. Neither are they very well 
prepared to understand aud appreciate any 
detached paragraph they may read on any 
of those subjects So it is the constant and 
careful reader of God’s word that is best able | 
to understand it and value it at its true | 
worth. Bible reading and Bible meditation | 
would save thousands from religious decl 
and not a few from total backsliding. 

But the want of Christian doctrine is likely 
to involve the reception of much that is very 

} 
Large numoers 

ine 

unseriptursl, and error is as poison to the 
soul, Some care very little for doctrine. 
The reasor is that they have very little idea 
of the valie of truth, Indeed, they do not 
love it. Wherever a people is found indiffer 
ent to the distinction between truth and 

| error there will be found bat little moral 
stamina. They may pretend largely, and in 
certain respects do largely, bat there IS NO 

depth o. genuine religious principles there 
“If my words abidé in you,” our Saviour 

| says, “ye shall bring forth much fruit.” 
Withost careful adherence to God’s word 

| backslding is inevitable, How many ought 
to brssh the dust off their Bibles, to rub 

| their sluggish eye-lids, and open the betrash 
| ed avenues of their souls Lo gospel truth 

| Yet it is to be feared that many will turn 
| from the perusal of this to neglect, as hereto 
 forg that holy book. Bat they do so at their 
' soul's eternal peril. The plea of the lack of 
time will not answer; for abundance of time 
1s squandered, which, 1f saved, would enable 
professors of religion to better understand 
their Master's will, 
Another cause of backsliding is the want 

of waiting on the ministry of God's word 
God has chosen preaching as a chief instru 
mentality to save men. Some fail unneces- 
sarily—for a slight excuse or none at all 

| attend the ministry of the word, \ as, 80m 

| ministers {ail to pre ach the word. Evi of 

LO 

| those whe preach it in form so ma 
| preach it in spirit. 

ny fail to 

Ministers need ‘pray ing 
for, and this done Sine re ly does not at all 

| tend to the backsliding of the hear I, 

Another cause of backsliding to 

in pray 

People can al 
most as well live without preachingas with- 
out those social meetings. G6 into a neigh- | 
borhood where the publig¢ altar of God has no | 
attractions, or perbaps no existence, and you 
will find but little religion. It is an excellent | 
place to backslide in if any one has enough 
religion there to wake bicksliding a matter | 
of possibility or of magnitude. 
Cy fruitful source of hacksliding is | 

devotion to the world, Perhaps few would 
backslide over political matters if their poli 
10s had ssl religion in its theory and 

spirit, People ought to earry genuine rel: 
gion into their political theories, their politi. | 
cal conversation, and to the polls, | 

Fashionable religion, or fashionable wor. | 
ship, or something of the sort, has caused 
many an individeal and many a congrega- 
tion to backslide. They have become too | 
religious ; but there is little of Christ in 1 
except in name, and little Holy Ghost only | 
that which is assumed withaat reality, 

Personal feuds bave caused many to back- 
slide ; and no wonder. For if such enemies ot | 
Christ, and so sinning ag him, can be 

is latiure 

attend the services of the sanctuary 

er and conference meetings, 

against 
forgiven and then cherish an unforgiving tem- 
per toward their fellows for whom Christ died, 
they have learned the quick road to the most 
thovough backsliding, * Bae ailenations are a | 
serous cause of backsliding in not a few con- 
gregations. These often arise from lack of 
that Christian regard for the rights and feel- 
ings of others which is characteristic of over- 
bearing or selfish people, From whatever 
cause, it is a sure means of promoting back 
sliding, 
To remedy backsliding but a few directions 

may be necessary. When any one is fairly | 
awake to the necessity of a return to former- 
Iy-enjoyed measures of grace, it is not likely 
that be will fail to find the most effective 
remedy. If away from Christ (as they are) 
they will again draw nigh to him, and they 
will come with hearts of *penitence, They 
will betake themselves ta the means of grace, 
rivate and public, and one of these which 
as been dropped on the way is Jervent secret 

prayer, the loss of which has been one of the 
- 

| the awakening and conversion of the uncon- | 

ers 

| American brother enteres 

| you now ! 

| of any town, men who look damaged, 

principal elements in their backshding, 1 
will turn their feet to tl mony { 
Lord, They will meditat Christ, his cha 
acter, his word then auty » 

their relation to him. 

toward him. ar 

is indeed married 
to the backslider, and if such seek his fac 
they shall not seek ir vain, but they will find 
the bread of life and the waters of salvatior 
and soon shall have the spirit of song instead 
of that of desolation.— 7¥/ scope. 
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THE LOST FOUND. 

AN INCIDENT AT A PRAYERMEETING 
BY 

In a far-off pi us 

bent the knee in praver for an absent brother, 

MES. L. C. BINGHAM, 

sister English home, a 

Twenty long years had ran their rounds since 

| him 

home, and longing for greater 
freedom, he had run aw vy, and fled this 
country. Yet the sister's faith failed not. In 

a prayer-mee ting in London she learned that 

last she saw bim, and no 

had 

restraints of 

tidings {rom 

reached her ears. Restive under 

10 

an American gentleman was present. She 
sought him ; told him the storv of her long 
lost brother, begging him to look for him in 
America, and send back tidings if he found 
him. Meanwhile the brother, liks the I 
gal Son, had come to himself. 

», ) 
FOWL 

Remember- 
ing the servants in his father’s house had 
bread enough and to spare, while he was 
perishing with hunger, he resolved first to 
rewurn to his Heave nly Father, and then to 

seek after, if it might be, his distant earthly 
home. Through the influence of the Fulton 
street and other prayer-meetings in the 
he had been brought to Christ 
renounce his sins, He had. a'so sent a letter 

telling his found 
the pearl of great price. for he had rece 
the salvatien of CI This letter told 

to his home, sister he had 

ived 

her I'isL. 
) 

also, where a lett r written to him might 
reach him. It is on the wings of the wind 
Lhe answer o JOY Was Ou 

brother, who was dead, is alive aca n;! 
was lost, and is found.” OO. how uly does 
our dear l.ord hear and answer fait 

Dear Herbert, we were 
week each night for you.” 

nial pray- 

praying 

Meanwhile 
last 

the 

the: Fulton street 
prayer-meeting on his errand of mercy, the 

\ from KEnogland. 
The returning prodigal was there also; and 
as he arose 1n the meeting with a note of 
thanksgiving for the prayers offered in that 

day following lis arrival 

place for him, he said: “1 have been a 
| great sinner. I was fast sinking into a 
{ drankard’s grave. 1 was twenty years a 
wanderer when God's grace saved me, and 
I received Christ,” 0, i It was ‘a joyful mo 

| ment, when, after the meeting, the brother 
embraced the returning prodigal and welcom- 
ed him, no longer as a stranger and a foreign 
€r, out as a lellow-citizen of the saints and 
of the house hold of God 

Is it not a wonderful fact that, after years 
of prayer, the answer should come from the 
man himself through an American gentle 
man, and in the J ulton street prayer-meet 
mg ? 

re 

OUR YOUTHFUL CHURCH MEMBERS. 
Do you set your calla lily, that you have | 

been watching with delightful antici pation 
for the last fortnight, out in the snow the 
moment it blooms? Do you forget to give 
your canary bird fresh seed and water this 
morning, because yesterday he preened his 
golden feathers, and flooded the house with 
music? Bat that is what vou do to your 
young church members We watch them. 
and visit them, and pray for them, and talk 
to them, until th hw amental day Comes, 
when the Church « Isters then around 1s al 
Lars, Lhen wi say to the master, ** Lord, 

us,” It is L lor Is rapta { the raptar Ha 
thrills us when we b ng out Aves 10 the 
garne! Unce In, we seem to think that our 
work and res) ‘wisib Ly s at an end, We l 
our young fri Is alone We snddenly seem 
to have no time to cultivate and care for the 
Christian graces that we nave been at su 
pains Lo plant, 

The Church owes a duty to its vouthful 
members. The Church is composed of indi 
viduals, and every individual owes a duty Lo 

new converts, ks s 1L 18 Of all things neges- 1st 

sary that they should know how much we 
love them, aud second, how much we want 
them. They must feel that they have SO 
thing to do. The sooner thev are drawn in 

| Lo the orgamzea efforts of their own Church 
| the better. Give that sweel young girl full 
of love to Christ, but timid and shy as a fawn 
-80me special duty which shall bring her 

| oud. Not io the way of blatant sclf-asse reion 
or forward arrogance, but in some congenial 
trust, winere she can break her alabaster box 
and pour the precious ointment over her 
Lord, Ask her to tea h a htotl ass In the 
mission school, to writ a note to her intend 
who still stays apart from religious people, to 
come to the hittie neighborhood prayer-meet 
ing. Make that arde nt, brave, strong-hearted 

) know that on such as he the Church 
must lean; that bis voice avd his presence will 
kindle other hearts, as his bas be n kindled, 

here is far too much ne glect on the part of 
Chrisuians of voung converts. Just when they 
need suvlight, we vush them into the cellar, 
and say, “Straggle up to the sunshine as best 
you can! We don’t 

Y ou are not nearly so interesting 
now as you were when you stoud outside.” 
Christian at Work. 

care what becomes of 

rr a. 

DAMAGED MEN. 

You can see them any day in the streets 
Men, 

who started 

sentiments and 

Once it was 

too, of good original 

out mn hte with 

some 

material, 
generous 

generous aspiral ons, 

said they are bright promising lads ; once 
they looked happily Lo the laces of mothers, | 
whose daily breath was a prayer for then 
purity and peace. Ah, God! what if some 
of them have vowed their souls AWAY 10 con 
fiding wives who silently wonder what can 
be the meaning of this change—~the gold, 
slowly creeping shadow —that 18 goming over 
the home and heart! what if some of them 
shrink {rom the touch of their own babies, 
as if wnocence had nothing for them but re- 
buke. 
Going to the bad ! The spell of evil com- 

pavionslip ; the willingness to hold and use 
woney not hovestly gained ; the stealyhy, 
seductive, plausible advance of the appetite 
for strong drink; the treacherous fascina 
tans of the gambling-table ; the gradual loss 
of terest in business and things which 

| build a man up; the rapid weakening of all 
noble purposes, the decay of manlines 33 the 
reckless blasphemy againg: iate; the sullen 
despair of ey breaking the chains of evil 
habit, What victories of shame and con- 
tempt, what harvests of hell have grown such 
geeds as these ? 

Sacer, if you will, like a fool at the sugges. 
tion of reform, morals, religion. Every man 
knows in his better moods—and every man 
has better moods—that all there<is 

dn 
- . bo, 

—— 

ciLy., | 

and | 

S personal vir nd rectitude of char- 

& ot Ll bad but there is hope. 
A! { heaven are full of hands ever 

caching to help tl lost man back to the 
better way. All the good there is in the 
iniverse 1s in full with that little 

reproves and pro- 

sympathy 

0 mwardly roodness Ww | 4 Ld 

tests, 
a Sob os: 

THE PILGRIM AND THE KNIGHT. 

In a noble castle there once 1 sided a very 
i knight. He expended much money in 
idorning and be utify ing his dwelling, but he 

very little to the poor. A weary pilgrim 
| Lo the castle and asked for a night's 
ing The knight h wughtily refused him, 

Mild Sal 

This castle is not an inn.” 
The prgrim replied, “ Permit me to ask two 

questions, and I will de part.” 
“Upon this condition speak,” replied the 

knight ; “I will readily answer you.” 
The pilgrim then said to him, *“ Who dwelt 

in this before vou ?” 
o My father.” re plied the knight. 
“And who will dwell here after you ?” still 

wsked the pilgrim, : 
The knight said, 

son.’ 

“With God's will my 

“Well,” said the pilgrim, “if each dwells 
but a short time in the castle, and in time 

[ must depart and make way for another, what 
|“are vou here othe rwise than guests? The 
castle, then, is truly an inn. Why, then, 
spend so much money adorning a dwelling 
which you will occupy but a short time 2” 
The knight took these words to heart. He 

| gave the pilgrim shelter for the night, and 
was ever afterward more charitable unto the 
poor. 

H, W, M, 
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| SUBLIME COURAGE. 

Men have been mart yrs for a mistake, and 
willingly suffered death for a false belief, but 
it would be hard to fied the instance of 
heathen devotion that could match for lofty 
and trinmphant daring this story of self-sa- 
crifice by one of the early Christians :— 
A great many years ago, 

said w a Greek architect, 
seum, and when it is done I will crown 
you, and I will make your name famous 
“hrough all the world, if you will only build 
me a grand coliseum.” The work was done, 
The emperor said, * Now we will erown that 
architect. We will bave a grand celebration.” 
The coliseum was crowded with a great host, 
The emperor was there and the Greek ar- 

chitect, who was to be crowned for putting 
up this building, And then they brought cut 

a Roman emperor 
“ Build me a coli. 

some Christians who were ready to die for 
the trath, and from the doors underneath 
were let out the lions, hungry, three-fourths 
starved. The emperor arose amid the shout- 
ng embiage, and said, “ The coliseum is 
done, and we have come to celebrate it to- 
day by the putting to death of Christians & 
the mouth of these lions. and we have come 
here Lo honor the architect who has construct. 
ed this wonderful building, 1he t'me has 
come lor me to honor Lim, and we further 

| cf lebrate his triumph by the slaying of these 
Christians,” Whereapon the Greek archi- 

to his feet and shouted, “I also 
And they flung him to 

the wild beasts, and his body, bleeding and 
dead, was tumbled into the dust of the am- 
phithe iLre, 

tect sprang 

a t Christian | 

eID © + ie ers 
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: | RANDOM READINGS. 

ReEMEME] AL It Is t by vour dongs 
{ (God best large] It is for his own 
’ sal Ll ! ives 1t Rev, A. C. 
/ 

] \ ! | dy ing man, whose life 
ha vd oF riy spent, ** OQ, that 
y ud | thered up and buried 
Ww ! 

] ) fears that the rubber tree will 
)O( X 1 tin India under the ind iserimi- 

’ RY m tapping whieh now prevails, 
A 1 british authorities are asked to put the forests under effectual supervision, 

’ 
I'me minister should preach as if he felt that al Zh the congregation own the 

! ind have bought the pews, they have 
1 | ht him His soul is worth no more 
than ai ther man’s, bat it is all he has, and 
he ea 't be expected to sell it for a salary, 
Fhe terms are by no leans equal, If the 
parishioner ds es not like the preaching. he 
can go elsewhere and get another pew, but 
thi preacher cannot get another soul,— 
( 1a 

Mg. TaLvace well says in the Christian at 
I "put Christ into your expenditures, 
and wold the sin Ol extravagance as you 

t of dishonesty wou tha I'be difference be- 
twee Lhe LWO 18 not so great as it appears. It i a difference in persons. For while 
by disl nest m als you cheat your neighbor, 
throu Lhe Sih of extravagance you cheat 
yourself and those dependent upon youn,” 

A CLERGYMAN was endeavoring to instruct 
one ol his Sundav-school scholars, a plow-boy, 
an the nature of a miracle. *¢ Now, my boy,” said he, * suppose you should see the sun 
rising in the middle of the night, what should you call that? “The mun, please, sur.” “No; bat,” said the clergyman, “ Suppose 

It was not the moon, bat the fun, 
and that you saw it actually rise in the mid- 
dle of the night, what should you think * Please, sur, I should thivk it ‘was time to get up,” the boy promptly answered. 

vou knew 

Ir often happens that that which we fret- | fully demand of Providence turns to be a misfortune. Men say we must have it, that we eannot get along without it, and that we will perish if it do not 
come, But when God sends it, He sends it 

| In anger. When people must have a kino 
they may 

Thomas M 

child 

get a Sank. The remark of Sir 
re to his wife about their idiotie 

is on huh with meaning, Said he, | “ You prayed so long for a boy that God has | given you ove who is to be a boy all his life.” | More submission to His will, more humility in our petitions and wants, and move desire te | give Him glory, will secure us better bless- 
| ings. 
: 

‘“ 

AMIABILITY is not & eommon disposition, We don't all have it, far from it—and are not likely to posseas it by the passage of time. Grace is the only medicine to change a man’s temper from crabbedness to a beter spirit. Men may not always have a sour temper, but may be devoid of an oppesite or a mediam disposition, Grace can de great things for those who are afflicted, though largely, per- baps, by the circumstances by which they are surrounded, and partly by mheritance. 
Sometimes it might almost be desired thas 
amiability could be made a prerequisite to 

take the bad tempers out of men and give 

bers needing more 
overcome the irritab 

that is in them, 1s legion, 
Ww 

Anais 

conversion, bat of course this is i prastian, 
ble, and it is just the work of God's pirit to 

e he arose he crabbed. 

HG 
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them better. But the number of church mem- 
ot Wy igeay 


