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THE CHRISTIAN LIFE.

In most human or natural sabjects of study a
fineness of perfection may be arrived at which is
quite out of the reach ot ordinary intellects, and
beyond the scope of the appreciation of most
minds ; often, too, absolutely beyond the limits of
the practicable and profitable. To those even who
may be favored with the power and the oppor-
tunily to investigate without limit, there is little
positive satisfaction in running into the extreme
minutie of any subject beyond the limit bound-
ing what is serviceable. There is no remunerative
power there. And it is easy to push investigation
beyond that limit. Few,"if any, subjects, in fact,
outside of Christianity, have not a deep fringe of
unserviceable truthks all around their borders.
Truth they are, indeed, but truths absolutely
worthless in the life we live in. Perfect compre-
hension of them brings neither pleasure nor profit
to suy one.

This is not so with divine truth pertaining to
the Christian life. The farther we carry our inves-
tigations in that direction the better for our spirit-
ual life. We shall not soon get beyond the prac-
ticable, in the broadest sense, and never beyond the
profitable. The truth of God in Christ is, in re-
spect of our interests and powers, illimitable, and
remains profitable throughout its entire infinitude.
“ Oh, the depths, both of the wisdom and the
goodness of God ! how unsearchable are his riches,
and his ways past finding out ! To our own souls,
all divine truth that we ever shall be able to com-
prehend will be found profitable.

It is against our best interests that we do not
push our inquiries into God's truth far enough.
Paul would have his brethren leave the first prin-
ciples of the doctrine of Christ, and go on to per
fection. They had put off the old man with his
deeds and had put on the new man, created after
God unto holiness of hfe, and be prayed them to
present their bodies living sacrifices, holy, accept
able to God. They had been buried with Chirist
by baptism into death, and were exhorted to walk
in that newness of life, as compared with their
former lite, which was exemplified by Christ’s per
fectly spiritual life after he had™een raised from
the dead by the glory of the Fatfner, as compared
with his former life in a body subject to death and
decay. The difference in their life was intendeqd
t0o be as great as, and to resemble, the difference
between a corruptible or carnal body, and an in-
corruptible or spiritual one.

This newness of life is parallel with the “ living
sacrifice.” When our bodies are presented daily
living sucrifices to God, we have nothing left, Our
time, powers, property, and influence, all go with
them. And while our time, property, and influ-
ence, each in its sphere, are applied to the use God
has for them, our powers must likewise be applied
a8 he requires. Their force is not to be spent in
any one way when it may do service in many
ways. One of the chief exercises for them, as pre
scribed by himself, is to learn of him. Whatever
else we do or fa1l to do, that must not be neglected
While we present our bodies “ living sacnfices,”
our souls are brought for bealing and cleansing,
and our minds for nvestigating and learning
more and more of himselt and his truth. Thus it is
the apostle would have us live, growing in grace
and in the knowledge of Christ,

Let no one think he has arrived at the limit of
what he may know of Christ. The truth is, that
the only knowledge of Christ worth anything is
what may correctly be called experimental konow
ledge.

Theories are worth nothing of themselves.

'

be beld up to scrutiny, and a man's punishment or
reward graduated by the number of hlg deeds, but
that his free acts of’rigbt. or wrong will bave left
their impress upon his character, and made it good
or bad ; and the character he shall possess as the
resultant of the * deeds done in his body" shall
determine his destiny {or weal or for woe.’

Every act which has a moral quality registers
itself in the character of the actor, and he will
meet with just that destiny for which his charac-
ter prepares him. Aund he cannot by any possibi-
lity receive any other allotment, simply because he
is not fitted for any other. Forit a man has given
himself to evil courses and chosen evil compan-
ions until he hus become incorrigible by all good
influences and confirmed in evil habits of conduct,
thought, imagination, aﬂ'ect_lon, and.dusire, he has
rendered it impos-ible for him to enjoy the heaven
of the pure and good. He could not be happy
there, nor indeed anywhere ; but if it were left to
himself to decide, he would choose that state .fnr
which he had qualified himself by his formation
of an evil character. e would simply and inevit-
ably go to his own place. Sin and enmity cannot
endure the presence of purity und love.

This, then, is the invariable law «3{ retribution,
viz., that character determines destiny. And be-
cause a man mnkes his own character, he ulungr,
and not God, fixes his eternal destiny, There is
no power in the universe that can keep the soul
from that destiny, whether of misery or blessed-
ness, for which his character prepares him., :

In the light of these principles, the error of the
common method of teaching the doctrine of retri-
bution is appavent. That error is that the final
retributions of men are entirely under the divine
control, that the final ~llotments of men are fixed
by an overt aet of the Almighty, that he has it io
his power to bestow happiness or pot; to inflict
punishment or jorbear. From this has arisen a
conception of the judgment day and of the con-
duct and dispesition of the Judge which many
hold to be conthary. to the mercy and love of God
—the picture of & stern, unrelenting Judge, fixing
the doom of emdbless woe upon a part of bis off-
spring by an aev of his sovereign will, and with
the power of agerting thac doom by a contrary
edict, This is Mdeed a caricature of the Almighty
which is musﬂu anpd fatal in its influence on
men’s estimat he divine character.

Whatever else may be the object of the final
judgment, it is certainly not for the purpose of
‘determining the destiny of men, for this will have
been determined long before by themselves, by
the character they formed in life and possessed at
death. The common taith of Christendom, that
after death the souls of men enter immediately in
to a state of happiness or misery, sustains this po
sition. By themselves, and by the all-wise, all
loving, pﬁying God, their destiny is known at
death. Either, then, this cherished beliet of
Christendom is false, or the notion that God de
cides the fate of mankind by announcing therr
sentence at the day of finai judgment must be
abandoned. e

But the point for present emphasis is, that our
Heavenly Father does not determine the destiny
of his offspring either at the day of Judgment or
at any other period of duration, except so far as
he may have done so by onginally establishing it
as the basis of his moral government, that virtue
shall be followed by bappiness and vice by misery.
But this is no decision ot the fate of any individ-
ua! of the race. It is simply the establishment of
a uriversal law of retribution under which all
men exist, and in which all rejoice as the expres
sioa of the infinite wisdom, love, mercy, and jus
tice of God, Under this constitution of the divine
government, the free agent elects and determines
his own destiny by freely choosing and forming
that character which must inevitably, from its
very nature, be happy or miserable. Having es
tablished this law of retribution, God is thereby
bound to conform to it in his administration over
men, and can no more interfere with it than he
can interfere with the law of buman liberty and
yet hold men responsibie for their acts, _

The question pow is not whether God can assign
# bappy destiny to a vicious character, That we
huve seen is impossible.  But can he make an un
righteous soul righteous, and therefore ca |)&.lbll" of
happiness? For the willing, recipient, believing
soul, he can do much * by the washing of regen-
eration, and the renewing of the Holy Ghost”
and by granting him the gracious aid of the Spirit
in his ¢fforts to form a righteous character. Bn:
tor the unbelieving, nawilling, resisting soul, he
can do nothing in time or eternity but permit him
to go to his own place, For God to change the
character of an unwilling soul would be to coerce
his will, to take away his moral treedom and re
sponsibility, and reverse the whole method of his
moral government, by violating the law of retribu
tion under which he created men, and which he
thereby bound himselt to respect in bis adminis
tratioe over them, If, therefore, he says to the in
corrigible soul, ** Depart from me, ye cursed,” it 18
because he cannot do otherwise, and not because
he would not do otherwise if he could,
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NOTHING TO BOAST OF.
Men would have had something to boast of if

God had appointed some hard thing to be done,
through the doing of which they would be saved

The truth that does not enter my heart, and give
me some of its power, is, practically, not worth a
straw in changing me from pature to grace. The
best knowledge of Christ, the only knowledge
worth anything, is that which changes us from
glory to glory into the image of Christ. And
until one can be sure that he is certainly ard wholly
transformr ed into the image of Christ, he may know

he has yet something to learn and experience in |

Christ. This should stimulate us to great activ ity
in these things. We are well convicced that what
we have already learned is good; from that we
must conclude that what remains to be known is
also good ; and when we are assured that much re
mains yet to be known, our interest and zeal oughit
to be quickened thereby.

The knowledge of Chnst that we want, the ex
perience in him, is not the repetition of any fact
we may have passed, but is an advance into new
truths and higher beauties, We want to step out
upon newer and holier ground. A monotonous
level course, while it is better than retrograding,
is not the most desirable. There are newer beau
ties to be found in Christ every day, and it is our
privilege to find them. The end of them we never
shall find while here. Let us earnestly desire the
best gitts, and get upon higher and holier ground
while we can,

AR s i
CRARACTER THE ARBITER OF DESTINY.

An article on this subject was in course of pre-
paration, when the writer’s eye fell upon the fol
lowing in the Christian Union. Asthe thoughts
are put in very sturdy dress, and deal very clearly
with & most important subject, liberty is taken
to substitute this, and to bespeak for it a careful
perusal.

There is a widely prevalent belief that the doc-
trine of future rewards and punishments reflects
against the character of God and is therefore un-
tenable. It is not denied thac this doctrine has
been so taught as to misrepresent the divine char
scter. But there is nevertheless a true doctrine of
final retribution, and a mode of teaching it that is

ly consistent with the goodness, merey, and
ve, a8 well as the justice of Goa.

In the first place all admit that the wisest and
best arr.ogement for the moral government of
men requires that virtue be encoursged by re
wards, and vice discouraged by penaltics. The
mind is appalled at even the faiut and inadequate

it is able to torm of the fearful results

of a different or opposite adjustment of retribu-
tions, If virtue were followed only by suffering
and vice by happiness in time and eternity, what
woral anarchy, what irre.rievable ruin  would
co ne upon humanity ! Wherefore, all thoughtful
that God has done what he could to
epcourage virtue, by makiong it the condition of
blescing and ba and has discouraged vice,
making , and punishment its inevitable

by
uelces.
m also rejoice that we are free moral agents,
that we have the power to choose virtue or vice,
It is because men have this power of alternative
choice, that they are ble and aceountable.
us under a law of liberty and making
con t upon our freedom,
| upon the obligation to
that law, at least, never to interfere
human freedom by coercing any choice which
Wm c‘m.:ctl ’i, Itbruo{
coerces a choice of an we cann
 respoasible for that choice.

of free choice involves the

Men's eyes are so much upon self, and such esti
mation 18 placed upon self’s possessions, that the
fact of salvation being found in such appointment
{ would be lost sight of in glorying over the per-

formance of the prescribed duty, The great mercy
ol God in giving us salvation in any shape, through

any means, would be forgotten in contemplating

our own deserts arising from our great sacrifice in

submitting to the hard conditions, Men would
| have boasted of deoing a hard thing, had it been
required of them But for that Very resason, or
some other, God has rot appointed anything hard
to be done, There is no pilgrimage, no penance,
no sell-torture, as heathens practice, Everything
is done for us in tact, there is nothing for us to do.
All that is required is that we trust ourselves in

the hands of

with him.
—_————

THE PRAYER-MEETING.

Were the prayer-mecting a positive ordinance,

God, and leave our soul's interests

were it 8o situated in the Christian economy that
men must attend it or not be considered Christians,
just as they are not considered Christians while
they refuse 1o submit to the ordinance of baptism,
it might be,—it most uudoubtedly would be a
great advantage to the Church and a blessing to
the world, We mean to say there is a
fault in the plan just there ; but it needs but little
experience in charch-woirk to perceive that in this,

do not

4s in many other relations, man uses his liberty
to his own hurt. Every ordinance and exercise of
the Church bas its cognate blessing. Those at
tacked to, or attendant upon, the service of God
in social prayer-meetings, are by no means few nor
insignificant, How much might be gained in
spiritual wealth, how much might be accomplished
in Christian work, were every church member to
attend the prayer-meetings. This fact has been
urged over and over again we know; stll, i
seems necessary to repeat it, One great cause, 1n
fact the great cause of the Church's weakness to-
day, is the lack of prayer. Iudividuals don’t pray,
the associated Church don’t pray as they might,
and the consequecce is little strength to do Chris
tian work, little growth in grace, little burning
love for perishing souls, little care whether any-
body is saved or not. A prayerless Christian is
one of those who have a name to live while they
are dead. They could not do anything it they
should *ry; but they never try. Those who are
dead are incapable of exertion of any kind, We
commend the following mild words from a con-
temporary to the prayerful consideration of those
who feel that their interest is lacking in this mat-
ter. May the Holy Spirit quicken us into newness
of life and fervour in the Master's cause,

There is sound philosophy in Paul's carpest ex-
hortation to the Hebrew Christians to “ forsake
not the assembling of themselves together, as the
manuver of some is.” Every believer needs just such
belp as may be derived from this * assembling toge-
ther” of those who profess the same precivus faith.
It matters not who or what he is—rich or poor,
learned or unlearned —none can * forsuke” this sa-
cred place of refreshment which the Lord of the
Way has provided for his pilgrims without suffer-
ing loss by his neglect.

For, in the first place, there 18 the special bless-
ing which attends upon the meeting together in
the name of Jssus of even two or three—Christ’s
peculiar presence in the midst of them. Are there
sy 8o strong, any so far advanced in spiritual
growth, that they are no longer in need of such

el with their Saviour! Onpe would think
B e e |

such meetings who are the most apt to pass them
by. -

Agnin, such assemblicg together is needed for
mutual encouragement in the way of truth, In
the world we must have tribulation. Men will
scoff at our faith, and seek to draw or drive us
away from it. Constantly the Word of God is
spoken against in our hearing. The writings of
so-called philosophers and men of science teem
with open or covert objections and sneers, against
wkich the unaided mind is hard put to it to stand
unwavering. .The influences of the world, deco-
rous, pleasant, unobtrusive oftentimes, but subtle
and insinuating in their poison, are pressing upon
the believer every day. Now to the man oppress-
ed with the burden of these assaults, the prayer-
meeting is a place of spiritual recuperation, Here
he learns that others are tried as well as he, and
by similar temptations. He hears of victory over
doubts and fears. He meets strong men who be-
lieve what others scoff at. He listens to experiences
of old and young as to the gracious dealings of
God with themgs By the mouth of many witnesses
the truth be loves is established to him. And so
he goes out revived in heart, his spint sweetened
by communion with his brethren, and the shadowy
spectre of doubt that troubled him all laid.

It is well to remember, too, how necessary the
influences of the prayer-meeting are as un antidote
to the hardening and debasing tendencies of busi-
ness life, The temptations which beset a man en-
gaged in the scramble for wealth, or it may be for
bare existence, are many and terrible. The temp
tation to overreach, to drive a hard bargain, to be
a little dishonest—how difficult to resist, when the
whole current of commercial life sets that way !
The Christian man who wants to do a thoroughly
hotest, godly business, bas got to draw his inspi-
ration from some other source than the maxims
aud practices of the world. Surely, nowhere will
he be so likely to find it as in the presence of his
Divine Lord, and in communon with those who,
with ham, deeire to * live soberly, righteously, and
godly in this present world.”

Unspeakably precious, also, are these gatherings
for prayer to the weary and heart-laden, who are
ready to sink beneath the heavy burden of life.
To such the prayers and hopes of God's people
are like a refreshing breath from heaven. It is not
they who *forsake the assembling together” at
the house of prayer. They know—how well they
know !—the value of such meetings.
not live without them.

They could
The testimony of the
humblest child of grace renews their courage, and
opems up new gleams of the glorious hereafter,
when the bitterness and toil of this world shall be
over forever,

And, finally, the prayer-meeting is indispensable
to the strength and growth of the church. A
church without one is like a body without a living,
pulsing heart. The best measure, indeed, of the
spiritual condition of the church, is the estimate
put upon the prayer-meeting, as shown by the
attendance and interest of the members, Out
wardly, all may be fair and stately. The Snunday
services may be unexceptionable—the sermon elo-
quent, the prayer reverent, the music fine. But
unless within the body there is this warm centre
of spiritual activity, this social gathering for mu-
tual encouragement and united prayer and praise,
of little avail all the eloquence and display of the
Sabbath worship! The life is not there—the seat
of life is wanting.”

S EIPNDCES COU PO

THE RECORD OF THE ETERNAL ONE.

A writer in the Ezaminer and Chronicle pointing
out the peculiarities of John's Gospel, shows that
the sublime truths of Christ’s mission are more ex-
clusively dwelt upon in that Gospel than iu either

ot the others. Thus, with reference to Christ “-
the Eternal one—

In accordance with its character as the record
of the Eternal Oce, this Gospel, instead of begin
ning »s Matthew's with Corist's descent from
Abraham and his birth as the king of the Jews, or
us Maurk's with his public and official life, or as
Luke's with a letter from one friend to another,
commences before Abraham or Adam or the earth
was, in the remotest depths ot etermty, * In the be
ginning was the Word.” It s the first chapter of
Grenesis over aguin with sublimer and higher
truths the acconnt of life and light and creation,
only not now ot a lite and light which sprang into
being at God’s command, but ot a nobler lite, an
uncreated—a greater light, even the primeval and
fountain one—a higher existence, even life in
Chnst Jesus. We find in this Gospel no record
of Christ’s earthly birth, nothing of Mary's bring
ing forth ber first born son and laying him in his
mwnger, Mary and Joseph and Bethlehem do not
appear, but on the contrary we read of one who
was 1n the bosom ot the Father, that he became
flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld his glory,
of the only begotten of the Father full of grace and
truth. There is nothing here of, what all the
other Evangelists tell us, the Baptism and tempta
tion. He stands before us at once as the eternal.
the Lamb of God, the Omniscient One, who
knows Lhe and actions of Nathanael :
wnd the first chapter ends with the declaration
from Christ’'s own lips, singularly unlike anything
in any of other Gospels at this stage of his ministry

* Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the

ingels of God ascending and descending on the Son
of Man.”

character

—_——eee— -
EDITORIAL NOTES AND COMMENTS.
— AN OPEN STRUGGLE AT LAST.—The New

York Christian Advocate says t‘(lllnrinll_y: Cer

tria well known Roman Cathol.c joliticiars have
organized a political asssociation under the name
of a * Catholic Union,” and are now secking to es-
tablish  co-operative uwu:iauiups among the
* Catholics” in every part ol the couotry, In
their address, accompanying their constitution,
they state their purpose to be to effect such legis-
lative action as shall secure their  rights” which,
they claim, are now denied them. No one can
doubt the meaping of all this. The perversion of
our school trauds, and destruction of our public
school system, are the first objective poiots, The
Church authorities have appioved the purpose
and method ot the * Union,” and the war for po-
litical supremacy in this country, by the Romish
Chureh in this country, may now be regarded as
tormally inaugurated,

As the issue must be made at some time, it may,
perhaps, as well come now, The work of prepa-
ration for it has been covertly going forward un-
der Jesuit iofluence for a long time; it is well
that the struggle shonld hereafter be open to all
observers, The time—just previous to the Presi-
dential campaign—may not be in all respects the
most opportune, as other questions, like that of
finanee, will enter into the heated discussions of
the hour; but the public cannot be aroused too
curly to the designs of the powerful Jesuit party
smoug us. We do not fear the result of the
struggle,

Another writer in the same paper puts the case
thus. The coming question for the press and for
legislation is. Shall the essence of treason be part
of the matter of legal toleration ! The soundest
Judicial consideration of Ultramontanism in its_re-
lation to civil Governments will be needed in o rd-
er to disclose to the public mind a true and safe
basis of u wise protective action, Becnause this
ancient dragon begins to breathe into the fuce of
Americun liberty, making the very nerves of its
lite to crawl, it s not sufficient reason, in itself
considered, to warrant the least political injustice.
We must be both just and wise in dealing with a
question surpassing in importance and intrinsic
uiflicalty any which have bitherto engaged ou.
attention. The powot is, Is not the pronounced at-
titude of the Church of Rome, as defined by Car-
dinal Manning, the very essence of treason in all
but the overt act of levying war against the exist-
ing Government? Is it not political perjury to
gun suffrage by taking an oath to sustain Goy-
erument when it is known that a prior and su-
erior oath has been taken to destroy that same
fovernment as s0on as opportunity will oceur,

And will it not be written down in bistory
that we, in the most amuzing weakness and stu-
pidity, perniitted trescherous hands to tear from
us our political birthright—the dearest, holiest
thing ever given to man for his civil protectidm, or
won byshis blood, Hitherto religious toleration
has been the plea and mask of our foe; but now
be does not even ask that. The religious and po-
litical elements which have been so blinded as to
deceive and elude action are so no longer. We
are not only menaced, we are challenged. 'We
are told that the blade now being polished in our

ce is not only intended to cut the throat ot
iberty, but also our own. Whether the menace is
comic or tragic 1s no part of our sub DO eye:
the t diog the acl

lance which ever bas heen, and ever must be, the

rce of liberty 1 Suffrage is power and privilege ;
ut when forfeited by the spint of treason, and
the overt of political perjury, its continued permis-
sion by the Government is a wrong to itself, and
may prove an act of suicide.

— Devor, we believe it was, wrote a * Bio-
graphy of the Devil,” Not having any particular
desire for a more exact knowledge of that person-
age than daily observation affords us, we bave not
made that Biography a study. Were we to give
an opinion as to any trait of that individual's
character, we should therefore, do so under the
condition that so soon as our view should be au-
thoritatively denied it should be considered with-
drawn. We find, however, in a New York con-
temporary, the following statements respecting
the doings and character of this notable person-
age, which, we presume, may be accepted as a fair
representation, as far as they go :

A contemporary alludes to Satsn as a stingy cla
customer. We are sorry the designation implies
that our friend has dealings with him. But is the
devil stingy? We think not. He patronizes to
the extent of $700,000,000 our liquor shops (he has
an office in the Tribune basement). He furnishes
houses of vice ; gambles, rolls wealth upon his
followers; supplies every species ot entertainment
pandering to every depraved passion in the human
heart. He bribes honest men; buys up legisla-
tures; pays the expenses of scattering obscene
literature throughout the country. He takes hold
of otherwise harmless amusements, and pushes
them otherwise to the extreme. He apes fashion,
and is patronized by it; is a prominent patron of
the turt, and has often been seen at the collegiate
boat races. He frequently goes to c_hurch,'gengr-
ally preferring costly edifices, to which, it is said,
hie has been known to contribute. He is a Protes-
tant to the Protestants, and yet no one contributes
0 liberally to the Roman Church as he, He was
present at the (Ecumenieal Council, and favored
the doctrine ot lnfallibility, He 1# mean, bard,
unscrupulous, persevering. He is a liar, and the
father of lies ; a thief, a scoundrel, a villain, a per-
jurer, a blasphemer; but beis polite, He has the
faculty of acaptability, He is plausible; skilled
in discussion ; not without culture, He is a great
laugher ; he has a sense of humor; but he is not
stingy.

— The difficulty in Turkey seems to be increas-
ing. The war spirit in Europe is so sensitive and
inflammable, that it is impossible to predict what
may result from even so comparatively trifling a
matter, The evil seems to be in one of the most
harmless places, considered from an internatioual
point of view, although in Turkey. Russia and
Germany are so well matched in strength, all things
considered, and so equally interested in the Turk-
ish settlement, that no general movement is very
likely to arise, unless by some unfortunate move-
ment of the Turkish Government, by which one
of these is invited to interfere or aid, or some one
government is allowed to interfere, to the exclusion
of the other great Powers. It isto be hoped such
a change will be introduced into the adminis-
tration of affairs in that ill-governed country, as
will bring some sense ot security to Europe in that
quarter,

— The Supreme Tribunal at Berlin has deliver-
ed a judgment in which it is declared that episco-
pal functions can be exercised in Pruseia only by
bishops appointed to the diocese and confirmed by
the Government, The acts of provincial admio-
1strators are therefore held to be illega!., This de-
cision overturns the system by which the Pope
has of late supplied the places of the bishops sus-
pended or deposed by the State,

thus speaks of the Jesuits : “ Formerly the Jesuits
were the recognized masters of the educated Ca-
tholic world. The respect which they enjoyed in
the world of scieuce was great, thorgh but Iittle
deserved. To-day they are fallen from this height,
and their activity is directed to the teaching of
the lower classes. This intsllectual decay of the
Order is becomicg more and more clearly mani-
fest, and its influence therefore is diminishing in
proportion. ... Like the Romish Church itself, the
Society of Jesus is destined to a slow but certain
death. The two institutions have ended by be-
coming prisons for the human mind. They will
remain in the memory of history as tombs contain-
ing an instinct race, but in which no living bemng
will any longer abide. Thus the edifice of the
Romish Church and that of the Society of Jesus
will one day be deserted, although they were raissd
for eternity and appesar to be indestructible.”

—MARITIME Ux10N.—Thisis the way the Presby
terian Wilness epitomizes the assumed advantages
of a union of the Maritime Provinces,

For many years past the idea of a Union of the
sea side Provinces has been entertained by our
foremost public men and journalists. It commends
itself on the grouud of economy. One legislature
would do instead of three or four. One Lieutenant
Governor would serve us all. We could also dis-
pense with “ Legisiative Councils.,” Thus a good
many thousands of dollars would be saved,

Educationists approve of the proposed Union.
The sr tems of common schools could be assimil-
ated, and teachers and trustees would have the
free range of all three (or four) Provinces. 'Then,
especially, it would be advantageous to the promo
ters of University, as the copefone of our common
school and high school system, would serve for all
the Maritime Provinces.

The lawyers could soon assimilate their modes
of procedure and make the necessary changes,
The wider field open to the Supreme Court would
make judicial appointments more important,

Our Provinces in their sevarate scate require too
many miunor politicians, We send some men to
Ottawa, and some to the local Legislatures. There
are many quite willing to serve; but the su ply ot
really eligible mao is limited. The result is that
very few of our representatives are able to take the
stand in the House of Cummons which we should
like to see them taking.

The Medical Convention last week adopted a
resolution moved by Dr. Gordon, in favor of what
we may call a Medical Union of the Maritime Pro-
vinces,. The Dociors know what is advantageous
a8 regards the medical profession, and we may rely
upon their influence being on the side of political
a8 well as medical union. The churches have al
ready acted, and given their practical testimony
in favor of Union. It remains for some public mar
in each of the Provinces to take the matter earnest-
Iy 10 hand and bring it into the arena of practical
political action,

—Tue OLp CarnorLic ConveERENCE.—The Old
Catholic Conference once called by Dr, Dollinger
was opened at Rome, Aug. 12, There were in at-
tendance abont thirty English and American Clergy-
men and several archimandrites and bishops of the
Eastern Church. Dr. Dollinger opened the pro-
ceedings with an addres which lasted an hour. He
treated of the relution of dogmatic coontroversay
between the Latin and Greek Churches, and to the
whole course of ecclesiastical history, At the con-
clusion of bhis address, the Conference entered
upon the business for which it had met, which was
the consideration ot intercommunion among the
separated Churches. This union is to be based
upon a mutual recognition of primitive truth, which
may enable each Chureh to admit members of
other communions to its privileges in respect of
divine worship and Christian sacraments. At the
saine time an actual fusion or the sacrifice of nation-
al or traditiona! peculiarities of form or Chureh
constitution is not contemplated, An unambig-
uous cxpression of the sybstanee of Christian
doctrine and practice as taught by the bible and
in the Fathers of the ivcient Church 1s sought as
the real band of union. The discussion on this
lu!l»‘iect. occupied the remainder of to-day’s sitting,

be session of the Conference closed on the 17th,
Archbishop Lykurgus, of Byra, on behalf of the.
Greek Church, and Bishep Sanford, of Gibraltar,
on bebalf of Protestany Churches, thanked Dr.
Dollinger for the results of the Conference
which he had called together. They expressed
the hope that the Chure would continue to
draw nearer to% her until there was an united,
universal Church. Bishop Reiokens closed the

Ero«_:eedingo with the 7e¢ Dewm and a prayer in
atin,

— Our ExcaanGEs bave been devoting a good
deal of space to the doings of the admirers of
Daniel O'Conaell at the centennial of his birth,
O'Conpell is revered by Irishmen, and Inshmen are
scattered over all the civilized world, so that the
celebration has been widespread if it was not also
carnest. B Awmerica, India, Australia, con-

ench their quota to the day's

The
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— Tue Jesurrs.—An old Catholic professor®

I e

be confined to one nation, it wiil be less general,
and can scarcely be more genulne. The oceasion
bhas been utilized for the ventilation of a variety of

intention in expressing them.

~- From Brar River, N. 8., comes the sad in-
telligence that a Mr. Robbins of that place mur-
dered his wite by shooting her and beating in her
skull on Wednesday night of last week, or rather
Thursday morning while she was in bed. The
deed seems to have been sometime premeditated,
and prepared for, and without any provoking cause
or apparent motive. Robbins had not lived peace-
ably with his wife, They had lived apart at times,
the last time for a short space and quite recently.
The fault is said to have been with himself, in his
cruel treatment of her. He had prepared himself
for escape by selling stuff trom about the farm
and providing himself with some tood, which he
hid away at some distance from the house. He
has been caught, and will be brought to account.
He had left the house on Wednesday; after mid-
night he entered the house and did the work
His two little boys, hearing their mother scream,
came running down stairs, and were near when
the father dealt some of the last blows upon his
vietim.

il
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OUR LONDON LETTER.
Loxpox, Aug. 10, 1875,
The cen*ennary of 0'Ccmnedl s birth has been cele-
brated in Ireland, and by the Irish in some of our
Eoglish towns, with considerable spirit; but the
Dublin demonstrations were notably the largest
and most enthusiastic. Born in 1775 and dying
in 1847, the life of O'Connell covered more than
the traditicnal three score yearsand ten; and in
his case there was no little of the * labour and sor-
row” which the Psalmist associates with a more
extended earthly probation. He had a unique 1n-
fluence with Lis countrymen which he often used
for good; but where his political ambition was |
concerned, he was uot loth to resort to measures
which were pernnicious in the extreme, The collec-
tion of the weekly “ rent ” from al! parts of Ircland
announced in Conciliation Hall, long after the Re-
peal agitation was practically effete, was too clear-
ly of a commercial, not to say mercenary, charac-
ter, to be compatible with the noblest form of un-
selfish patriotism. To trade as he did in the credu-
hty of the impoverished peasantry, and take their
pence for his own support, would have been im-
possible to a man of finer susceptibilities, and 1
dare say eventually became a source of mental it~
ritation to him, helping to aggravate the illness
which compelled him to quit Ireland, never to re-
turn. He died 1 Rome, his heart being retained
in the Irish college there, his body sent home tor
burial in the cemetery at Dublin, The place of
interment was visited last week by large numbers
of the people, who devoutly prayed for the soul of
the * Liberator,” who would have been a far
greater man in all senses had he been liberated
from the superstitions of the Papacy: yet he was
by no means an Ultramontamst of the type who
first assigns the Church and State separate spheres
and then assigns the Church the mastery or mis-
tressship of both. The Centennsry did not pass
without a manitestation of that internal dissension
which marks even those who wish for an Irish
Parliament ; and it is providential that nothing
worse came of the stormy elements than a rumpus
at the public banquet, the lowering of the gas, and
the dispersion of the guests. A little quiet ex-
planation would probably have allayed the con-
fusion, but nobody would hear an explunation, and
the embroglio became thoroughly Celtic. The ap
pearance of the shillalah would have made the

tableau vivant complete.

Parliament is fast hastening to the prorogation ;
for does not grouse shooting begin on the 12th, and
would not the bird of the heather resent any de-
lay in the comm<ncemert of the annual sport ¢
Anywise, the sportsmen of the two Houses would
thank no Government for detaining them in town
after thut date; nor isit probable that their places
in Parliament will know them subsequently to the
12th, whatever the pressure of public business might
be. The Cabinet have not gained any credit by the
slip-shod way 1hey bave looked after even their
own measures. Mr, Disracli has gone upon the
rule of letting the Government Bills take their
chance, and & great confusion has ensued. The
Plimsoll episode arose as the result of thisstu pid neg-
ligence, as the Merchant Shipping Bill wae destined
to be sacrificed, and nothing would have been done
for the protection of the sailor this session, had he
not made a scene, and evoked such remonstrances
from the public press and public meetings, that the
Government were compelled to bring in a tempo-
rary weasure. Mr. Disraeli's audscity, not to say
mendacity, in claiming this turn of affsirs as a
triumph ot the Administration over the Opposi-
tion, is one of those mental feats of legerdemain
which, while they amuse the present age, will en
sure him, as a Prime Minister, the contempt of
succeeding times. He wants to get eredit for con-
tinuing a Liberal and Conservative policy—in a
word to unite contraries ; and as this is really im
possible, he uses all his glamour (vulgarly known
as “ gammon ") to make show do the part of
reality. The effort is a poor one and actually de-
lusive, anc a truly high-principled statesman would
consent to remain out of office all his life rather
than hold its distinctions and emoluments by pre-
tences which every one knows to be a ridiculous
perversion of the truth, His policy is to perform
& whirligig and then proclaim it progress !

Beveral distinguished Baptist ministers have re-
cently passed away. Among them are the Rey.
James Mursell (whose father, the Rev. J, P. Mursell,
the successor of Robert Hall at Leicester, survives
and ocoasionally preaches), Rev. E. Vince, Rev.
W. Best, and very recently the Rev. Dr. Davies,
who at one time was at the head of a Canadian
college, but for twenty years was the Hebrew and
Syriac Professor in the Baptist College in the
Regents’ Park, London. Not long previously, the
Rev. W. Robinson, of Cambridge, died when on a
visit to his relatives in the States ; and the Rev. J.
H. Hinton and Hon. and Rev, Baptist Noel have
within a comparatively briet period, exchanged
the lower for the upper courts of the Father's house.
Other changes have occurred—one of which is the
removal of Rev. J. P. Chown from Bradford to
Lovdon—of a more gratifying nature to the
Church militant; and amidst all mutations, the
Baptist denomination is not losing but gaining
strength in this country. Its distinctive principles
concerning Christian baptism are forcibly acknow-
ledged by the most eminent scholars and writers,
the latest instance of the kind being contained in
the commentary of Professfr Lightfoot on the
Epstles to the Colossians and to Philemon. That
baptism was immersion, and that as' a Christian
ordinance, it was administered only to believers are
positions conceded with an unqualified ew g hasis
that does the utmost credit to these scholars, leav-
ing consistency out of the question. As church-
men they look at infant sprinkling as venerable,
picturesque, interesting; but as Biblical critics
they frecly admit that it is not Scriptural. This
ought to make decision easy to those who do not
study what is human but what is divinely ordered
in the Christian ritual and doctrine,

The Presbyterians are drawing closer together ;

those, at least, who ure not entangled in the bonds

of a Btate alliance. Despite the efforts of a bitter

minority, the Free Church of Scotland and Uuited
Presbyterians are gradually coalescing ; the United
Presbyterians have agreed to the union of*the
church in England with the English Presbyterian
Church ; and there has just now been held a sort
of Pan-Presbyterion gathering in Regents’ Byuare
Church (where the late Dr, Jas. Hamilton preach-
ed, now Dr. Dykes’) representing all the voluntary
Presbyterian Churches in the world.

During the present month the United Methodist
Free Churches have held their Anoual As |
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combined ; and in regard to the Baprists, it is

s

i ’ | :
hf-cn to sit and vote in the open Conference is
under discussion, and can be settled only in one
way, though the obstructive elements are still

s Li
1deas, of more or less importance to the possessor powertul, not paramount as when Jabez Bunting “m mm

various Methodist bodies may in course of time be

pleasing to see that, with the exception of a small
party of * hypers,” there is a substantial unity be-
tween those who hold, “ one Lord, one faith, and
one bapsism.” This is as it should be; and it

' will, indeed, be both a pity and a reproach, if with

primitive pureness of polity, Baptists should 'fall
behind other churches in the charity which 1s the
‘end of the commandment,” the * bond of perfect-
ness,” and the soul of Christian hife. FRATER.
B

CURRENT TOPICS.

MOODY AND SANKEY.

These famous evangelists, with their families and
some friends, arrived in New York on Saturday the
14th instant, where they were met by a number of
friends who had made preparations to receive
then. On Saturday evening a Z%ibu:e reporter
found Mr. Sankey, from whom he received an in-
teresting account of the work as seen by one
actively engaged in it. Mr. Sankey is reported to
bave said, amongst other things. :

Mr. Moody and myself do not wish to appear in
public through interviews, as speaking much about
our work. It is our desire not to thrust ourselves
forward ms it we attached any personal merit to
what we have done. Our work has been greatly
successful, but we do not ascribe it to ourselves, as
though we have done anything peculiarly praise-
worthy, We know and recognize that it is the
Lord’s work, and not ours, in which we have been
engaged. We have merely gone right, on and
preached Cnrist to the people—that 1s all.
Mr. Sankey stated that he thought the public
would be more interested 1 what Mr. Moody and
bimself proposed to do in this country than in the
details of what they had done sbroad, wh'ch had
already ULeen fully reported in the newspapers.
* We bave had,” he continned, * a great many ap-
ations from_ various and cities in the
United States to hold mecf¥es, and to begin at
once ; but we have mide no afrangements yet. We
need rest, and intend to take vacations of from six
weeks to two monthis before beginning our work
again. Mr. Moody has already gone home to his
family in Northfield, Mase.. and I shall go Tuesdny
to visit my parents in Newcastle, Penn. After our
vacation we shall go to our chureh in Chicago,
which we are anxious to visit, and we shall have
some work to do there. In the Fall, I ca'nt teil
exactly when we will begin our work, on the same
general plan which we pursued 1n England, We
have not determined where to begin, but it will
probably be 1 one of the great Eastern cities—
New York, Brooklyn, or Boston.

The Press in Great Brituin treated us with
marked respect.  We uniformly declined to be in-
terviewed while there, but were treated with great
fairness and codsideration, and we have not had
to complain of much misrepresentation. The great
leading English pa per, the London Times, especially
spoke of our work in a manner and spirit eminently
‘air and just. Ot ceurse, as public men we are
subject to criticism, and we cannot fear that, for
our oely object has been to preach Christ, Still
we do not like to have our work misrepresented.

The character of cur meetings is perhaps mis-
understood. There is one fact that I should like
to bave the public hear, and that is that in our
meetings there was no excitement, We distinctly
discountenanced any hysterical excitement, confu-
sion, or noiss, In all our meetings there was not
a sing'e case ot hysterics, Some peeple have a
wrong idea ahout this. Those who have never at-
tended the meetings may think that we attempted
to stir up religious excitement. On the coutrary,
the exercises were characterized by the best possi-
ble order. Mr. Moody would not go on withont
it. No church services were ever conducted more
quietly and solemnly than our great meetings in
the chief cities of Great Britain und Ireland. Our
audicoces frequently numbered many thousands,
but they came, listened and went away with sur-
prising good order, Once in London we held a
meeting for men, from which women were excluded.
There were 10,000 men present, Just think what
a scene if that vaust assemblage had once risen ! But
they sat and heard us as quietly as a church con-
gregation. There was never any outside disturbance
of the meetings. The crowds outside were as
orderly as those within. They were respectful and
quiet, and pever greeted us with mockery aed jeers.

I'bere was no sign of it in the meetings. When
we held them in Dublin and elsewhere in Ireland
we expected to be disturbed by the Roman Cathol-
ics, but we were not. The large meetings of Irish-
men which we addressed were as orderly as any I
ever saw. The reason was because we sought to
excite no opposition from the Roman Catholies.
We avoided offending them,

We left controverted question alone, and merely
preached Christ, and that could give offence to
nobody. Our business was not to discuss ecclesias-
tical questions, but to preach the Saviour to those
who needed Him, In Scotland we had the same
success. Our great meetings in Glasgow were
wonderfully orderly and effective. The people
showed the utmost seriousness, and were solemn
and attentive in their demeanor.

HOW THE MEETINGS WEEE CONDUCTED,

Our plan was sometimes to hold five or six
meetings at once. In Liverpool, for instance, we
cou!d not meet in ovne place all who wanted to
worship with us, and so we divided them up and
met in different places, Mr. Moody has preach
ed four or five times in one evening, and I have
Sung as many s seven times. 1 would begin by
singing an opening hymn at the meeting where Mr.
Moody was and then drive rapidly n a carriayge
to another meeting, and sing there, and so on uatil
I bad sung at several places. 1 did not feel great
exhaustion after such labor. I could sing with
perfect ease in Agricultural Hall in London, the
largest hall in Eogland, which will hold 20,000
people, and has seats for 15,000, I sung so that my
voice filled the building without getsing tired. It
was very easy for me to do it. I never saw a
better place to sing in,

In reference to the results of the Evangelists’
labors in Great Britain, Mr, Sankey said that one
thing was certain, that the interest stirred up had
been universal and genuive, and had pervaded all
clusses of people. It was serious interest, and not
mere curipsity, The Duchess of Suther!and, and
other persons of social rank regularly attended
their meetings in Loodon. lovitations to hold
meetings came to them from all quarters of Eng
land. Even the little viliages were anxious to
have them come. Three hundred Oxford students
sent them a written invitation to come to that
university, but they could not go. They went by
invitation to Eton, another great seat of learning,
and their meeting there was one of the most im-
pressive that they held. Members of Parhament
interested themselves in the revival meetings. Not
ooly this, but the poorest classes «f people were
stirred up, and they attended in great numbers,
and evidently with au bonest purpose of le. nin
about Christ, All of their success Mr SBankey uni-
formally ascribed to the Lord, who, he believed,
directed, guided and sustained them in their labors,
keeping them strong and untouched by disease.
He also thought that the effects ofthe work done
would notsoon be lost, It had been left in charge
of local committees, who would continue to push
it.

A writer in The Methodist says: We cannot trace
in detail the marvellous work of these Evangelists,
Nor, indeed is it necessary, for it 1s familiar to our
readers. Best of all, the record of it is on high.
The work is enduring, and the good done is not
to be estimated merely in the number of conver-
sions, but in the impetus to Christian activity given
to the members of the churches,

In London the number of people reached by the
Evangelists has no parullel in ancient or modern
tmes, The largest halls and theatres were too
small for the overwhelming crowds. The record
of four months' labor in that great city is as fol-
lows : In Camberwell Hall, 60 meetings, attended
by 480,000 ; in Victoria Theatre, 45 meetings, at-
tended by 40.000; in the Opera House, 60 meet-
ings, attended by 330,000 ; iu Bow Hall, 60 weet-
ings, attended by 600,000 ; and in Agricultural
Hall, 60 meetings, attended by 720,000 persons,

That the band of God is in this great religions
awakening we gratefully acknowledge. There is,
bhowever, a human as well as a divine aspect, Mr.
Moody has certain gifis which, when used in the
service ol the trath, will always give him a hear-
ing and make him a centre ot influence. Iu speech
and 1n executive ability he shows a wisdom which
is the result of walking with Gud.

1. He preaches the great truths of the gospel.
As his stay in a place is limited be has no time,
nor indeed inclinatior o speak on subjects which
do not bear directly on the theme of personsl salva
tion. Christ, repentance, heaven and hell, divine
grace, salvation for all, these are the subjects
which he brings into prominence, His Leart is
full of them, he has felt their power and believes
that it is his work to make all he can reach by, his
voice, or influence feel them al.o,

e these truths wich a faith t

ridiculed. The mammoth building erect
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first meeting in that city. Such a

utterance or 4 mighty faith, exposed him to the
short-livied ridicule of the hour.

that he was wiser than his critics.
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He intends to be heard;aid be is heard. He trusts
God, and

then goes ahead. Sometimes his faith is
ed at his
oody's Folly,”
Il it was crowd

in l; was “

to excess
und the world, according to their scope, and the | was the virtual Pope of the Connexion. The | through a month of meetings. Then the laughers

to laugh. “ Let us praise God for what he
ing t» do in London,” said Mr. Moody at his

sentence, the
Now it is seen

COMPOUNDING FOR CRIME.

Every one knows what it is to compound with
creditors for debt. In fact the number of people

who have personal experience in that line is un»
pleasactly large. But how to make a composi-
tion with the Church, for sins committed, is hot
generally so well understood. Indeed, Roman
Catholics are generally ready to deny that spiritual
benefits are offered by the clergy of the Church ot
Rome for money ; yet the fact is undeniable. A
very remarkable example of this use of money as a
means of gaining deliverance from the

of gin, has recently obtained special notoriety in
Italy. We condense the main facts from a letter
of Rev, T. W. 8. Jones, of Naples, ir the Watch-

man,

A thoroughly organinized system of brigandage,
under the name of * Maffia,” has recently disturb.
ed Italy, acd led to the adoption by the Italian
Parliament of more stringent measures of repres-
sion for Sicily. In defending the course of action
taken by the Government, Signor Tajani, a de uty
from Amaifi, and late Chiet Magistrate of Bicily,
made some remarkable statements. Ip secking to
lay bare the cause of the turbulence and violence
that afflict the country, he denied that it arose
from the decrease of the rehigious sentiment, as
nas been alleged. But, formeraly, certain rich
Chureh corporations were in the habit of deal
out food vo a host of lazy vagabonds, who, when
this provision b;cnme un':vuilnble.ﬂtook‘to rob-
bery and brigandage, such as now flourish in gon-
ne::{ion with‘the “ aaﬂs." He shows clear-
ly that this brigandage and crime largely have
sprung from the perverting religious views which
have been circulated among the people Yy the
priests. Hesays: “In 1868 there was brought
under my notice a curious document, a Pmtﬁcﬂ
Bull which had already received the “ exequatur.”
And what was this Bull? It was the authorisa-
tion which the Roman Curia gave to all the con-
fessors in Sicily %o come to an arrangement with
those who had committed any species of crime,
an arrapgement to be made on the payment of
money. A thief presented himself and said, *I
have stolen one thousand lire; they are gone, and
I cannot give them back again.’ * Never mind,’
the confessor would say, * have you kept a
for the Church " There was a long list of eri
which seemed to have been copied from the Penal
Code. Every class of crime against persons and
property seemed mentioned; to all these there
was adjoined the price of the absolution, and this
was angmented if, as in the case of homicide, the
one killed was a priest, or if a bishop the price
was increased still more. This was called the “ Bull
of Composition.” And Signor Tanjani maintains
that the crimes of the ** Maffia” bear the stamp of
this Bull of Com position, for they carry out its 8pi-
rit in dealing with the people. He says the rob-
ber stands arranging with the priest on the right
hand, and his vietim on the left; and so the ar-
rangement made between the brigand and the
priest and the brigand and his victim have both
been named after the Bull of Composition.

Mr. Jones in his letter gives a list of i
from the Bull of Composition of 1869, in which,
after fixing the price and monetary arrangement,
it explicitly specifies the different crimes for which
composition in money can be made, Such a 8ys-
tematic traffic in the business of * disburdening
and quieting conseiences and souls” needs no com-
ment. Surely he who claims to sit in the chair of
St. Peter, by such composition fairly merite the
rebuke of this same Peter to Simon the Magician :
*“ Thy mouey perish with thee, because thou hast
thought that the gift of God may be purchased

with money. Thou hast neither part nor lot in
this matter.”

PRESBYTERIAN COUNCIL IN LONDON.

The Council of Presbyterians held in London
last month, resulted in the formation of aw Alli-
ance of Presbyterians, intended to include all of
that name in the world, and all organizations of
the Presbyterian form. Twenty-four Presbyterian
Churches were represented by sixty-one delegates
from Great Britain and Ireland, the Continent,
America and Australia. The American delegates
urged a confederation, while the British delegates
desired merely an occasional convention, Neither
was accepted. The following is the text of the
Coostitution agreed upon for the orgunization :—

This alliance shall be known as “ The Alliance
of the Reformed Churches thronghout the world,
holding the Preshyterian system.” Any Church
organized on Presbyterian principles whick holds
the supreme authority of the Scriptures of the Old
and New Testaments in matters of faith and mor
als, and whose creed is in harmony with the Con-
sensus of the Reformed Confession, shall be eligible
for admission into the Alliance. The Alliance
shall meetin General Council ordinarily once in
three years. The Council shall consist o delegates
being ministers and ruling elders appointed by the
Cuourehes torming the Alliance, the number from
each Church being regulated by a plan sanctioned
by the Council, regard being had generally to the
pumber of coagregations in the several Churches.
The delegates, as far as practicable, to copsist of
an equal number of ministers and ruling elders.
The Council may, on the recommendation of &
Committee on Business, invite Presbyterian breth-
ren not delegates to offer suggestions, to deliver
eddresses, and to read papers. The Council shall
consider questions of general interest to the Presby-
terian community; it shall seek the weltare of
Chuiches, especially such as are weak or persecut-
ed ; it shall gather and disscminate information
congerning the kingdom of Christ'thronghout the
world ; it sball commend the Presbyterian system
as Scriptural, and as combinivg simplicity, effici-
ency and adaptation to all times and conditions ; it
shall also entertain all subjects directly connected
with the work of evangelization, such as the rela-
tion of the Christian church to the evangelization
of the world, the distribution of mission work, the
combination of church energies, especially in refer-
ence Lo great cities and destitute districts; the
training of ministers, the use of the press, colport-
age, the religious instruction of the young, the
sanctification of the Sabbath, systematic benefic-
ence, the suppression of intemperance, and other
prevailing vices, and the best methods of oprodn
wfidelity and Romanism. The Council shal ieog

to guide and stimulate public sentiment z{ %Pt.h:
: allied

read, by addresses delivered and publish
circulation of information respecting the
Churches and their missions, by the exposition of
Scriptural principles and by defences of the truth,
by communicating the minutes of its proeeedi

to the supreme courts of the Churches forming:t‘.:
Alliance, and by such other action as is in accord-
ance with its constitution and objects. No change
shall be made in this comlitm[)on except on a
motion made at one General Meeting of Council
not objected to by a majority of the Churches, and
carried by a two-thirds vote at the next General
Meeting. :

THE BRITISH CHANNEL TUNNEL.

A bill providing for the construction of a tuncel
under the Straits of Dover, from England to France,
having passed both houses of the British parliament,
anda similar one having passed the French Assem-
bly, the Toronto @lobe remarks that 80 far as legisla-
tion can do it, the extremes have met ; it remaing
for sciev. e and capital to give effect to what the
above telegrams announce as legalized, The
scheme, with which most of our readers must by
this time be familiar, has passed an important
stage, Legislative permission to construgt »
work of supposed public utiity does not, of course,
construct it, for the most stupid and impracticable
ideas have often gained this sanction, but it is an
endorsation—and a most valuable one—of the de-
nnbl:neu u:d Imnl:ihty of‘ the thl‘ng prorond

The feasibility of the scheme is scarcely an open
question now.  Engincers whose reputation is
world-wide, but dependent of evpry protgssiopal
opinion they express fully as much as op the
works they superintend, have reported it :
cable, pointed oyt that ahieady in many parts of
the world the sea has been undermined for miles
from the shore in quest of mine and that no
special difficulties exist in the way of a tunnel
under the bed of the Chanvel. The Suez, Hoossc
aud mtd Cenis undemkling; m.yl! am‘m&d
a8 w gruur maguitude, En ng sci-
ence in our u‘ despises and ignores difficulti
sod public opinior. backs it up in its arrogence,
The man who is ridiculed now is not he who sa
4 thing can be done but he who says it cannot. In
Case eXperts seem UDaD in belief
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