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Before we greet our Readers again, Christ 
mas will have come and gone. To them all, 
the old, the middle-aged, the youth, the 
children, we send hearty greeting, and wish 
them in the truest sense and fullest degree— 

. & Merry Christmas, 
May the blessed Jesus, whose birth is cele- 

brated, be precious to their hearts now and 
always ; and may they, possessed of His sweet 
Spirit; be diligent in good doing. 

et ee a a tater ee mt 

CHRISTMAS THOUGHTS. 

1t seems only the other day since we had a Christ- 
mas, and cow here is another waiting for our wel- 

come! He will have the greeting he wishes, for 

everybody is glad to see him, and little children, 
strong men, and kindly grandfsthers stretch out 

their bands eagerly to grasp his, and bring him 

into their homes, 

Christmas again! Of course that is welcome 
that brings us so much! Are we not going home 
to spend it? Will not the old rooms be brighten- 

ed by the bappy faces of those whose hearts are 

filled with the content of satisfied desire! Will 

pot dear familiar voices, whose sounds we have 

not heard fon a whole year, make wusic round 

about us? Will there not be the renewing of our 

youth as we see the sume trece that use d to rock 

us toslesp with the lullaby of the wind in their 

branches; and shall we not feel as we watch the 

children at their play that it ie almost possible to 

become little ones again during the merry festival § 

Indeed, the family gatherings nre the very crown 

of the blessed Christmas times, The boys and girls 

now grown up to manhood, snd womanh wd, come 

home and bring their children, so that the walls 

that have been long silent echo to the sound of 

child-laughter and the merry-makiog of youth, 

No one thinks any journey too long that is possible, 

if it but take him to the beloved friends of hls 

own fumily. And the rejoicings of Christmas are 

because those who have been long sundered meet 

agsin and find no change in those who have been 

absent excepting that the love has grown fonder. 

Christmas again! Then again there must be 

peace. If there have been any strifes aud discords 

during the past year, they must be all hushed now, 

It may be that religious dissensions bave sprung 

up—that people have felt called upon to say hard 

things of their brethren because they had different 

opinions ; but now surely a more Christ-like spirit 

should take possession of all hearts. If all unite to 

do homour to Him whose birthday we keep, then 

indeed there will be no herd words spoken nor 

angry Jeeclings permitted. Oh, let the suge] 8 

song again be heard in our world, for it is needed 

“ Peace on earth, goodwill toward men.” 

Christmas again 

for all kindly charities. 

and they have very little of the Christmas joy in 

Then again, there is room 

The poor are near us still, 

their hearts or homes, Let us remember to send 

portions to those who ueed, that the festival which 

we keep may be truly glad and satisfactory No 

one should enjoy the Christinas dinner who has | 

pot provided ove tor some one else; and in these 

days, when there are so many appeals made, and 

when ut is so casy to be kind and good, it is too 

bad of us to be selfishly content to eat the fat and 

keep the feast, and never give a thought te the 

poor. Bat il other homes than ours have been 

made bright, and other hearts have had the bur. 

den lifted, then indeed we may be glad of merry 

Christmas. It we did but know the joy of giving 

jt would be very mucl 

the closed hand that can keep its treasures, byt the 

better for u it Is not 

open, litheral hand that is constantly asking others | 

to take. It ds strange but true that he who gives 
: 

$0 a8 tO empty himself is the one whose store ol 

treasure is the most certain to be replenished ‘It 

is more blessed to give than to receive,” and they 

who give the most, whether it be money or love, 

will be the most happy 

Christmas again! Then we cunnot help sighing 

a little sadly for the friends who are not with us 

After all, there are many families that cannot all 

get together, even at this meeting-time The 

chi'dren have grown up, and they are fur away in 

other lands, with the sea rolling between them 

and the homes of their youth, And some have 

gone never to return They have passed away 

from the world, and its anniversaries ust be kept 

without them, Where are they? 

ing Christmas in the Father's House above. But 

friends are in a sense a!l with us. We do not see 

They are keep 

them ; we are conscious of vacant places even in | 

the well-filled room ; 

than we know, 

when all shall be satisfied, for we shall keep our 

festival together. 
Christmas dgain' Then we cannot keep the 

birthday, without thinking of the Friend whase 

birthday it is. What shall we give Him for His 
birthday gift 1 . More love, more loyalty ; these are 

the things He would haye. As dear friends say, 
“ Do not jorget we, love me stijl,” so He says to- 

day. Let us make room for Him by oyr fireside, 

and in ovr hearts, Nothing else matters very 

much it the Master will but come to us, and make 

one with ve. And He will. Again as in Cana of 
Galilee, He will furn the water into wine, spd 

make common things like heavenly feasts. So 
may it be, and we shall all bave a happy Christmas 

M. F. 

but they arg more with us 

And soon there will come a day 

Sn © AI —— 

ONE STEP FARTHER. 

We sare disappointed in our contemporary the 
Visitor. When we saw ifs brave words in the 
first reference to us, we began to hope that an op- 
portunity had at length arrived for candid and 

nate consideration of the differences (hat 
exist between strict and liberal Baptists on the 
question which separates them, so that there 
might be du the Maritime Provinces a right un- 
derstanding of the position of each, and of the 

“those positions respectively. With 
) Wiew, we have stated plainly and firm- 

sad with scrupulous exactaess, some of the ob- 
pve) which liberal Baptists hold to the posi- 
tion of ther brethren of the strict order, hoping 

our contemporary would, if such a thing were 
mible, justify or explain away the things ob- 

end 50 remove on its part any cause 
; on our part, and allow the 

yy sud good wiil. We have no 

: 

cided views upon the question ourselves ; and we 
began to congratulate ourselves on the prospect of 

candidly considered, and our views fairly and fully 

dealt with, We are told that we * ought to know 
that Baptists have the candour to avow their prin- 

ciples, and the ability to defend them.” We did 
not know that, but we secretly hoped that such 
had come to be the case with the Visitor. But we 
are’ greatly and sorrowfully disappointed. The 
inquiry suggests itself; 1s it a consciousness of 
weakness, or is it a fatality of close communion, 
that its votaries so uniformly decline to defend 
their principles? They avow their principles with 
all boldness, when there is no prospect of a ques- 
thon being raised. A Rev. Mr. Cameron, speaking 
before a convention or some popular aseembly, in 
Torento or Montreal, we think, a few days ago, 
declared that the Regular Baptists were the only 
evangelical church in Christendom, because they 
held to the form of the ordinances as they were de- 

livered to the church. This is the true sentiment 
of close communion, of course ; the declaration was 
honest and regular. When taken to task, how- 
ever, by a Pedobaptist Editor, he attempted to 
shirk the position and responsibility which a 
simple inte rpretation of his words involved, in a 

way no honest man should, Notwithstanding its 
orave words, the Visitor has not attempted to jus 
tify or defend the practice to which we have ob- 
jected ; but, instead of that, bas devoted its ener- 
gies to making out a character for Christian or tree 
communion, and to other means by which to draw 
off attention from the points under consideration, 
These are practices we hoped the Visitor had out- 
grown ; they are foreign from its professions, and 
are not what we were led to expect. It wishes us 
to quit these grounds, upon which close commu- 
nion shows in such bad colors, and look at the 
system from a Seriptare standpoint, from which 
position it hopes a more favorable impression may 
be received ; alleging, while it feebly admits that 
our representation is correct as far as it goes, that, 
as the representation is only partial, we should, be- 

lore condemning the practice, examine the Scrip 
ture ground also. This is not incumbent upon us ; 

the practice is clearly shown to be non Scriptural 

by the arguments already disposed of; there is 

error enough in them to vitiate the plainest-com- 

mand to which they are attached, and render it 
nugsatory ; much more certainly do they invalidate 
that which has a no more substantial basis thar 
interence. We had no intention of disturbing the 
feeble Scripture base of close communion ; vet, to 
gratify our neighbour, we may examive it. We 
are not unaware of the Scripture argument for the 
practice, nor of its utter weakness, But we were 
pot expecting that no defence of these other prac 
tices woulc be made. We shall not say there is no 
defence to be offered, or thut can be offered, for 
there is much ingenuity in the close communion 
brain ; but we say that if there is any we should 

like very much to see it and to examine its strength 

before we proceed Lo other phases of the question 
We believe, however, that no defence of any value 

or ur portance can be made, either by the Visitor, 

or any other proscriptive advocate; and 1t is per 
haps wisdom on their part to say nothing. We 
confess that what little charity we had for the 

practice because of the attachment so many good 
people have to it, is quite destroyed by the Visitor's 
course, We have dealt mildly with our contem- 

porary, even giving it groundwhich we need not 
have given, in order that it might be able to make 
some appearance of reply ; but if close commumon 

18 to be credited with the character of the present- 

ment in its columns in the issue of the 6th instant, 
there is ground for a further charge against the 

system as grave as either that we have already 
preferred, 

Belore we proceed to examine the Scripture ar 

gument for close communion, us presented by its 

advocates, we have to say 1. It is not to be un. 

derstood that the other arguments touching the 

profit and expediency side of the question, which 

are so often urged, and to which we have not re 

ferred, are passed as sound and as not teaching 

error If we waive for the present further refer 

ence to the extra Scriptural basis, it is simply be 
cause the whole ground seems to be abandoned 

We have 

no need, as before stated, to offer any lurther evi 

by our contemporary as indefensible, 2. 

dence than ig already given, that close communion 
1s simply an invention of man, and is persisted in 

It we ex for sectarian and unchristian purposes, 

amine tbe beripiure basis, it will be mostly to 

show our readers that the loud preteations of close 

communionists are, in this particular, as thorough 

ly unsubstantial and unfounded as are the other 

arguments and claims, so fully disposed of already 

3. Even were we to copgcede, by not examining the 
‘ ’ 

Seripture basis, that some kind of close eommunion 

of that 

| their practice accords with Beripture conditions 
part of the voter: ilogma to show that 

Dd lntentions When it does not, but is wholly 

din. either in conditions or intentious, or in 

both, it is not the Beripture ordinance This is 

ust the point upon which close communionists 

ire 80 perverse and inconsistent I'bey know that 

Rpts 1s 4 command ;: that the Pe lobaptist prac 

tice, though erroneous in form, 1s only because of 

that command, and in obedience to it: that Pedo 

t baptists sre avowedly sincere and honest in their 

practice, and in believing it to be right in every 

that they obev from the heart that form of 

doetiine which they believe was prescribed for all, 

Yet, because of error in form, close communionists 

declare thatjuo right to any Christian privileges 

attaches to their act : not only so, but that the one 

| 

| 
| 

| 

| 
i 

| 

| | error nullifies every right that may properly at 

| tach to every other Chnstian charactenstic or fact 

in the hives or experience of Pedoboptists. 

| In their own case, with so many practices, pur 
poscly instituted and openly avowed, which are so 
manifestly unscriptural and erroneous, close com- 
muniomsts still persist in calling their own rite a 
Christian ordinance. For curselves, while we have 
charity for the people who, while honestly and 

| purposely oveying Christ, professedly to the best 
oi their knowledge and belief, still fail to be jer 
fect in their following, in either faith o practice, 
we cavnot maintain the same feclipg towards a 
class of men, who, we have such grounds for be 
lieving, knowingly and purposely, and with sin 
ister motives, teach for doctrine the command. 
ments of men, to the subversion of the very ordi 

naopce they profess to be earnest in supporting. 

4. Had cur contemporary been content to receive 
our )ustification of the paragraph objected to, and 

scted up to its professions in attempting at least a 
defence of the positions we have demolished, in- 
stead of attempting to draw us agide by courting 
au examination of what it now pretends to con- 
sider the strongholds of the restrictive practice, an 
exposure of the weajgpess of that position might 
never have occurred through us. We have no 
hope that any important immediate change will be 
wrought by it, however, in the practice or habits 
of close communionists. There is a charm to a 
people ia the idea that they are right and right 
cous above their fellows, gnd we fear the fault of 
claiming to be such has become chronic with this 
class, and cannot be easily eradicated, 

opt payments are & real blessing 10 the INTELLIGEN. 
BE — 

WHAT THEY SAY. 

“ We cannot think of doing without the INTELL) 
GExcen. Friday eveping is the best evening of 
the week, because it brings the paper, However 
tired we are, we get rest in the perusal of the Ix 
TELLIGENCER, 

“It is bard to get money this season to meet 

~Pr 
CER 

expenses, but you must have your pay for 
potion INTELLIGENCER, snd | herewith en- 

| having our objections to the restricied practice, ! 

18 authorized in Scripture, it would still be the | 

EDITORIAL NOTES AND COMMENTS. 
~ Tae CHICAGO REvIvAL~—A great work has 

already been done in Chicago ; and it would seem 
that it has just Legwn. Every service 1m the Tab- 

| ernucle is crowded with eager thousands, and 
many hundreds are every week professing conver- 
sion. All the churches are receiving blessing. 

This week the Evangelists close their labours 
there, and take a few days needed rest, prepara- 
tory to beginuving their work in Boston. But the 
work begun in Chicago will not cease, Arrange- 
ments have been made to continue the services. 
An exchange says, that *“ At a meeting of the pas- 
tors of the different churches, it has been unani. 
mously decided to continue the central meetings 
on the present co-operative plan, holding services 
at noon and probably in the afternoon at the Tab- 
ernacle or at Farwell Hall, as the interest may 
demand. Messrs. Whittle and Bhss are to con- 
duct the meetings thus held, This arrangement 
continues the essential features of the work, leav- 
ing the evenings free for such meetings in the in- 
dividual churches as may be found best.” May 
many thousands more be converted, 

~ UNDENOMINATIONAL. —The Christian World 
says a “fierce election contest has just been con- 
cluded in England. The London School Board 
sometime ago, adopted the principle that “the 
Bible should be read entirely unmixed with any 
#ectarian comment,” in the schools of the city. 
But there are between four and five hundred 
schools in London connected with the Anglican 
Church, in some of which the follies of Ritualism 
are diligently inculcated by the teachets. The 
clergy are working to secure a support for these 
schools out of the public funds. Tu them the sim- 
plisity of the Board's rule as to religious teaching 
would be ignored. The popular feeling is against 
such & course, As an English journal put. it, the 
people are not ready to have “ Ritualism and Ro- 
man Catholicism taught st the expense of Protes- 
tant rate-payers.” The result is that the Board 

and the religious instruetion 
in the London schools will be undenominational. 

has been sustained, 

—FRUIT. ~The work of the Lord, through the 
labors of Moody and Savkey, in England, continue 
to bear fruit. Spurgeon bas sometimes been quot- 
ed as expressing disappointment at the little fruit 
gathered by the churches, 
the 

In a recent number of 
Sword and Trowel he says that in the last few 

months he has met more converts from Messrs, 
Moody and Sankey's meetings than in all the time 
betore, aud that his brethren have made the same 
observation: “We expressed our disappointment 
very plainly some time ago, because we met with 
80 few decided conversions: and it is therefore 
with the utmost pleasure that we intimate more 

We could not believe that such 
earnest gospel preaching could be without saving 
result, but we feared that the converts would re. 
main separate, and not unite with the churches. 
For awhile it seemed 80, but we are all delighted 
to have seen and conversed with many who make 
good disciples and \ 

pleasing tidings, 

hearty workers, God be 
thanked for this evermore.” 

- 

Prisox Lisrarigs.—A Miss Gilbert has been 
devoting herself to the work of placing Libraries 
in the Prisons of the United States, It is reported 
that she is succeeding very well in her commenda- 
ble mission. [t ig said she has already furnished 
libraries for eight prisons, and in every case they 
bave been attended by the best results. Ttis a 
work of charity with her, and should receive the 
hearty sympathy and support of the benevolently 
disposed ot her conntrymen, 

~ What more suitable Xmas or New Year present Lo an Invalid or aged person than the INTELLIGENCER fora year ? And such & present, iresh every week for fifty-two weeks, only costs $2.00 

Pray vom tae Missionaries, —The Baptist 
Union suggests that some christian families forget 
in their praying to ask a blessing on the missiona- 
ries, and says, ** Out of sight out of mind,” ought not 
to apply in this case, The missionaries are cut off 
from Christian associations that are Gear to them 
and surrounded by the superstitions of heathen- 
ism. Their work is difficult and often discourag 
ing, and in despondency they are liable to feel 
themselves forgotten, and their labors disregarded. 
Bat if remembered every day in prayer, in Christian 
homes they will feel the inspiration, and be com- 
forted. There 1s a spiritual telegraph, via heaven, 

| which reaches remotest points, and imparts refresh 
ing courage. Beloved, let us carefully and con 
stautly use that telegraph. The dispatches will 
reach the missionaries. It will add much to the 
value of family devotions to include the dear, vnes 
over the sea. The more we give our fellowship 
this broad scope, the sweeter will be our devotions. 
As loving solicitude goes out broadly, grace will 
flowin richly. 

While 

REMINDERS. — We are giving our subscribers 
| this week * here a little and there a lhttle” of re 
minder, Other papers, ail over the continent, de 
vote much more space than we to direct appeal to 
their subscribers. They do it, for the most part, 
In whole golumn articles. We prefer to use brief 
sentences, These requests are g res) necessity, else 
they would not appear, 

Tue PrEsipENTIAL MUDDLE continues. Both 
parties are claiming to have elected their man, 
yet no one is sure who will occupy the White 
House for the tour years following March 4th next. 
There seems a strong probubility that Hayes is the 
coming President, he having 185 of the electoral 
votes, while 184 were cast tor Tilden, Yet there 
are 50 many protests and counter protests, and the 
whole matter 1s so wretchedly confused that there 
18 no certainty about the result. It is supposed the 
United States will have a President, and that 
either Hayes or Tilden will be that President, yet 
even this is only supposition. 

Tivvom.—It is snpounged that the notorious 
Theodore Tilton has been engaged to lecture in St 
John and Fredericton. No doubt many will be 
curious to see the man who has shown himself so 
utterly despicable a wretch. We hope, however, 
that respectable people in both cities will stay 
away from his lectures; and if he has any spdien, 
ces let them be composed of hig own kind, 

Revory 1x CaAvais.--A subscriber in Calais, 
Me., writes us of the work of Temperance Reform 
going oe wu that town. About s month ago a Re 
form Club was organized there, and now it has 
over 250 members, Some of the hardest drinkers 
in Calais bave become members of the lub, and 
they are al! working earnestly to reclaim their 
fallen friends, 
Stephen, and see what good they cuii do there. It 
is a pleasing fact that the ladies of Calais gre in- 
teresting themselves greatiy wn the work. They 
(the ladies) have furnished tbe hall of the Club, 
making it comfortable and gttpagtive. Success to 
the work. 

—Siseurar Buir.-A correspondent of the 
Boston Watchman tells ot a singular suit that is 
now pending before a New York City Court, the 
particulars of whick are as follows, that * one 

street. Not long ago he wes convicted of being a 
receiver of stolen goods, and since that time the 
trustees have refused to receive his mooey for the 
pew because it was made dishonestly. They were 
willing he shonld attend worship and get all the 
good possible, which he greatly needed. but they 
would not touch his money. And so Greenthal has 
brought suit to compel the trustees to take bis dis- 
honest gains. Has any one ever heard anything 
Just like ity If the mere statement of the case does 
not awaken rather serious reflections in po 
tions not Jewish, we are greatly mustaken, We 
wonder it the devil's stamp remains on some 
money after it is given to Cbnstian objects! And 

Lae oy -_r & 

They intend this week to visit St. 

Greenthal owns a pew 10 a syragogue on Chrystie |’ 

CANADIAN ExuiBitTioN.—The B. "A, Presby. 
terian, speaking 8 the prospect of Canada having 
an exhibition of her own in 1878, says, That 
year is destined to be distinguished in the matter 
of Expositions, us Paris is again to the front, and 
is already making preparations for another exhibi- 
tion to be held in the same year. Itisto be hoped 
that the two will not conflict with one another, 
Meanwhile we see in this movement for a Cana 
dian Exhibition one of the many important bene- 
fits that have accrued to the Dominion from the 
successful und triumphant display she made at the 
Centennial. The Déminion, like Lord Byron, has 
woke up and foudd herself famous. And now, 
from taking a tn] place in the exhibition of a 
neighbouring couniry, she finds berself able to get 
up one cn her own account. We bail the coming 
exhibition as furnkhing a new field on which we 
may emulate our friends across the line in all that 
goes to make up otr common civilization, and on 
which they in turn may learn wany things that 
can beat all mannet of Yankee notions. 

—Notmine.—The tollowipg letter from u church 
read at an Associgtion, is made public by the 
Virginia Religious Herald. We have seen letters 
very like it :— 

We have paid, during the past year, to pastor's 
salary, nothicg ; td foreign missions, nothing ; to 
home missions, nothing ; to education, nothing ; 
to Bunday schools, nothing ; total, nothing. 
Buch a church is good for—nothing. 

— Poor Man's CbLLEGE.—From a German letter 
the Printer's Bulldin gets a most interesting ac- 

count of the schapls for printers which are estab 
lished at Stuttgart and generally throughout Ger- 
many, designed nat only to instruct apprentices in 
the theory aud practice of printing, but to impart 
a general knowledge of foreign languages, and an 

accurate acquaintance with the type of all langua- 
ges. The superiority of German printers is such, 
that many Eoglish books are sent to Germany to 
be set up, although they are returned to England 
for binding. More interesting still is the report 
of the booksdlers' school at Leivsic, whose pur- 
pose 18 to thoroughly train young men for their 
trade by attending to the literary as well as the 
practical side of the business. A three years’ 
course is marked out, embracing the study of all 
the prominent languages, ancient and modern, and 
their literature, mathematics, geography, com- 
merce, history, natural science, drawing and wri- 

ting, msthetics, bibliography, statistics, and busi- 
ness management, 

— OUR LApy or Mercy,” &c.—Did any reader 
ever wonder why it was that the Hell Gate blowing 
up was successful ? The majority, doubtless, have 

regarded the success as due to engineering skill. 

Not 80, however, if the Connecticut Catholic is to 

be believed. That paper thinks the success was 
altogether due to the fact, that the explosion oc- 
curred on one of the set days of the Romisk Church, 

the “Feast of Odr Lady of Mercy.” The enter- 

prise bad been committed to the care of our lady, 
to whouw, as a result, great honor is due, etc., ete, 

It 1s a wonder the Freeman hand not given the 

information lovg ago. What next? 

— Tur EvANeELINTS are to begin work in Bos- 
ton the first of January. A Tabernacle with seating 

capacity for 6,000, is approaching completion 

Ihe following is a description of it :— 

It is to be carried up to the height of thirty 
feet on all sides, where the roof will slope on the 
four faces upward toward a common centre, and 
be crownea above by a central monitor, after the 
style of Rev. Dr. Eddy's church and of Rev. Dr. 
Clark's, save that it will be square, This monitor 
will be sixty feet wbove the floor. The walls of the 
edifice are being built hollow, with a foot of space 
between the outer and ioner layer of brick, and 
with buttresses at idtervals, without, and square 
ventilating columns of brick within, makiog it very 
light aud strong. 

The root” will make no side or outward thrust 
upon it, but being securely bolted together by 
long iron rods, will be rather in the nature of a 
cover resting on a box-tup than of a roof support- 
ed and held together by walls, The floor ot the 

auditorium will be on the ground, so that from the 
street entrances at the four corners and from the 
centre doors on Tremont and on Warren avenue, 
the audience will descend several feet to the floor. 
There will be no basement, but the flooring will 
rest almost directly upon the ground. There will 
be no galleries to strain the walls, There will be 
little woodwork to encourage fire. All the ante- 
rooms snd subsidiary apartments will be in a lean- 
to outside of the main building, the lean-to to 
have brick walls and an iron roof. Safety and 
convenience have been consulted in the all the 
Arrangcinents, 

7° The Mother's Magazine tor December, 18 to 

band. Good, as ugnal. 

«The peop'e who rend the INTELLIGENCER wre much 
easier Lo preach to than those who do net Will the ministers 
make a note of this ? 

- ‘rr — 

ENCOURAGEMENT TO CHRISTIAN 
WORKERS. 

There are many brethren ic our churches who 

they felt pure they were specially comnanded, As 
this is the revival season among most of our 
churches, permit me to pen a tew promises and 
directions for the consideration of 

laborers, 
our fellow» 

No cue need wait to be licensed and publicly 
set apart for the work of the ministry by the im- 
position of hands, Sivée every believer has this 
commission direct from the Master, “ Ye have not 
chosen me, but I have chosen vou and ordained 
you, that ye should go apd bring forth fivit, and 
that your fruit should remain™ flohn xv. 16), 
Let no Christian brother or sister wait for a direot 
impressicn trom the Holy Bpirit, us Jesus has 
directed ug to “go work to-day ia his viveyard ” 
(Matt. xxi. 28). To assure us that ve will not be 
alope in our work Ile Whispers, “Lo, | aa with 
you alway, even unto the end of the world ” (Matt, 
xxviii. 20) Lest we should get discouraged in view 
of our many weaknesses, the Apostle Payl assures 
us “that the Spirit, alse. bhelpeth our infirmities ? 
(Rom. viii. 26). In consequence of our ignorance, 
great care has been taken to provide tor us the 
best implements of work, * Take ye the sword of 
the Spirit which 18 the word of God (Eph, vi, 
17). We often shrok from unde raking great 
things for God becapse of physical inability. Then 
the Father speaks: * As thy days, so shall thy 
strength be ™ (Deut, xxxiin, 25). We wish to see 
the end from the beginning, to stimulate action 
and inspire faith, It 1s better to walk unto the 
Lord by faith than to walk alone by sight. The 
Pealmigt, {roi 4 large expericace anil wide obser. 
vation, testifies respecting him who goes forth 
weeping bearing precious seed, * [He shall doubt. 
less come nguin with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves 
with him" (Ps. exxvi. 6). R. Mis LHD. 
Boyth Bosom, Wee, ny ¢ 

~8end your renewal by the next mail, If at all Poasibie 

——————ee 
OUR WASHINGTON LETTER. 

Pongmalons! Action and In-action—Grayve Probalilities 
~Palriuts vorsus Partisans — pele in the Pp — The *' Lolby "How it Operates—The Slory of Spider and the Fly—How Vielous Legiskition may be 
Procured this Bession, &e., &e. 

(From our regular Correspondent.) 

Wasmunaron, D. C., Dee 14, 1574, 
A few days more and two weeks will have pass- 

ed singe Uyngres) aspembled, yet ttle or nothing, 
looking tothe country's weal, has beep agcom plish- 
ed. The intense excitement caused by the exeit- 
ing state of political affairs ; unsatisfactory debates, 
pro utd con, in the Senate and the House dilatory 
motions (known in Congressional parlance as “ fjl- 
libustering *), and partisan harangues have, so far, 
consumed much of the time that should have been 
devoted to an earnest and unpartissn considers 
tiop pf measures that are essential to the common 
good and closely’ \deritified with that spirig of 
liverty and ppogress, which (if it does not) ought 
to cha ; 

would do much to adyange the cause of Chnest if 

© the entrance 10to our second pep- | o 

very evident that the Democrats, believing they 
have honestly and fairly elected their candidate, 
will take a firm and decided stand, while the Repub- 
licans are, on their part, equally indisposed to yield. 
The address issued yesterday by the chairman. of 
the National Democratic Committee has been met 
to-dpy by a similar document, issued by Mr, Chan- 
dler, chairman of the Republican National Com- 
mitiee; one ivsists that Mr. Tilden, the other that 
Mr. Hayes, is fairly elected. And when 16 is ve. 
membered that the political gulf. between the 
House and the Senate, instead of getting bridged 
over by the re-adoption of that now famous 
“Twenty-second point Rule,” is becoming wider 
day by day, each of these two legislative bodies 
manifesting a dogged disposition to gtaud on its 
dignity and insist upon any prerogative to which 
it may assume itself entitled, it niust be admitted 
that the prospect before as is anything but bright, 
and that it behooves all good men and true, irre 
spective of party, to endeavor to pour oil upon the 
troubled waters, and remember that it 1s fir more 
noble to be a patriot than a partisan / 
As was to be expected, the nssembling of Con- 

gress under these peculiar circumstances brought 
hither & much greater throng of sight-seers than is 
usuul on the opening of a Coogressional session, 
und the galleries in the Hall of the House of Re- 
presentatives, where the greatest excitement; @en- 
ires, are crowded day after day. A ery Marge 
proportion of the audience are colored people ; but 
a majority of these, who belong to the poorer 
classes, probably seek, shelter bere because 1t is 
warm and cozy, and better, by fur, than to walk 
the streets or sit in & cold, comfortless room. It 
not seldom happens that some robust darkey wil! 
fall asleep to astound his neighbors and the august 
assemblage on the floor present!y with a snore of 
immense proportions, as if halt a dozen alligators 
were, simultaveously, replenishing their breath 
through the nostrils. It was on such an ocecasior 
that * Big Juke,” a stalwart negro well known in 
Washington, having gently entered the realms of 
Morpheus, while seated in the House gallery, just 
opposite General Butler's chair, caused that gen 
tleman to turn a back-banded somersault in his 
chair, and present a resolution afterwards to the 
effect that po persons having oyster-horns in their 
possession should bé admitted to the galleries. Mr. 
Holman only rose, and said “ I object!” and then 
sat down again ! 

One would think that, in view of the importance 
of the questions which now agitate the entire coun- 
try, and which can only find a peaceful solution in 
Congress, that vicious element known ss * the 
lobby,” would meet with little encouragement and 
postpone its operations till a more auspicious 
period. Not so, however. The new-comer will 
not readily detect the lobbyist amongst the hun- 
dreds who daily crowd the galleries, passages, and 
even the floor of the House before and during 
each session, but to the habitual frequenter of the 
Capitol the men sand women who, headed by 
“Bam Ward,” the king of lobbyists, percolate all 
branches of our legislature, are a!l well known. 
Their perfidious influence makes itseif felt every- 
where, and is, by no means, limited to the Halls of 
Congress, which is simply their workshop. Let the 
new member, who is inexperienced in the ways 
and wiles of these {ascinating tempters, beware, for 
bis weakness will soon be found out and be made 
the most of, Confiding and unsuspicious, he is 
inveigled into the damgerous net before be has 
the least premonition of danger ; it is the old story 
of the fly and the spider repeated every day and 
hour, The single vote of a Qongressman is often 
worth many thousands of dollars to the parties 
who employ the lobbyists, sc they can afford to be 
liberal, and are, But very seldom ‘is a vote bought 
for the actual cash, ** in hand paid,” because it is 
too dangerois and revolting, but it is often pus- 
chased with a diner, a brief period of dissipation, 
or the smiles and soft whispers of a pretry woman. 
The choiest dinvers may fail, however, and wine 
and the theatre may possess no attractions: but 
the last and most powertul tempter, Eve like, gen- 
erally carries the point ! 

A book could be written on the peculiar mstitu- 
tion known as the * Lobby,” to which we are in. 
debted for nearly all the vicious legislation which 
encumbers our statute books. Point me out a 
single scheme of successful public plunder, and I 
will show you the particular lobby through which 
it was effected, Unscrupulous bold met and 
dashing women come bere from all parts of the 
country, and, after a session or two, retire with a 

handsome competence made by sucoessful * lobby- 
ing.” Cowparatively few operate on their own 
account; as a rule, (at least, where important 
measures are involved which promise large gains), 
there is a concert ol action, aud all plans are laid 
carefully betorehand und manipulated with a mas 
ter-hand for evil. This session the lobby is as ac. 
tive as ever, in the hope, doubtless, that measures 
which involve pecunigry gain to somebody may 
be tacked to “some of the appropriated bills,” 
and, in the excitement of the moment, be carried 
through without scrutiny. Iu this, it is probable 
they will succeed, unless, indeed, the House should 
withold all appropriations (except pensions) with 
A view to enforce the recognition of Mr. Tilden, 
Should the House of Representatives pursue this 
course, the complicated machivery of the Govein. 
ment must stop running after the first day of July 
next, unless it can run ites! cu credit, for the very 
good reason that there would be no money in the 
Treasury with which to defray governmental 
expenses : ag 

~THANKS, many thanks to those subscribers who have been prompt to pay. They have helped us greatly, 

AMONG OUR EXCHANGES. 
THE UNIVERSITY IMPROVEMENTS. 

[Dally Telegraph.) 
All visitors to Fredericton during the latter part of the past summer must have been struck 

with the great improvement re cently made in the 
University building, by the placing on it a mansard roof apd dome in place of the old and rather homely rool, familiar to so many generations of 
students, In addition to the im yroyement in 
outward appearanee thys obtained, theta has been 
8 lar more importynt gain inwardly, in the ac- reer of what practically amounts to an ad- 
itional story, containing several loity and com- modious halls, and affording an abundance of room lor a variety of purposes previously much needed. 

One, and the largest of these halls, is to be devoted to the reception of the library, whigh has greatly outgrown its former lipited' accommodations ; another ig for the ‘nuseum, also greatly enlarged during the last few yours, and constantly receiving new and valuable accessions, while others are to ws the yet 0ses on A chemical classroom, 8 practical working laboratory, apparatus reom, etc. Although it will he same one 107% gd are ully equipped, the aulboritics of the University have bien making every effort to turn thew so ac- count at the eatliest posgible moment, and for some weeks past have the very busy in transterr- ing the library and cabinet to their new quarters, Both of these present even now a greatly improv- 
ed appearance ; but we understand that wach difficulty 1s experienced, p tilgylarly on the part 
of the Fro of Nuturs) History, from the want of sufficient show cases in which to arrange and display the different artioles exhibited, The im- 

tance of such exhibitions us adjusets in the igher education is now everywhere recognized ; snd it is greatly to be regretted that for the want of the comparatively small sum re aired, our principal institution of learning should'he debarr- 
ed froin making fyll use of the eduentionsl means al its disposal, We may add that, more immediate use made of such a cabinet for purposes of instraotion, this, it pi maintained, would go for te supply what is greatly needed in the Province, namely, ‘a ‘sort of State Cgbiney or Goverument Museu, in which might be eollected 
and rved all that is int wy es | is interesting or valuable in 

the latter. All the other Provinces in the Domia~ ion are thus provided, but New od with uch that is worthy of . m a fhe: eo hog wach bearing 
ot to rst 

ure has not 
step in this direction, 

| make an 
. hy by 

ANS AND THE WARD TIMES 

{Chri-tisn Intelligencer.) 

The strain of the hard times is felt by none more 
severely than the missionaries in the reign, and 
domestic fields of the various churches. Indeed 
they were the first to feel the effects of this strain, 
and it is probable they will alas be among®the last 
upon whom it will operate with disabling, if not 
crushing force. - For the first luxury with. which 
people dispense is that of “giving to the Lord.” 
Their tables will remain profusely spread, they, 
will continue to ®urromn themselves with the 
benutiful and the eiegant, they will pamper appe-. 
tite and i lulge in dress and” orusuient, they will 
find money for spectacles and shows, for. alls and 
theatres, long after they have cat off the sup plies 
on which the missionary relies for his subsistence 
while feeding the hungry souls of the ignorant: in 
our own land and of the heathen in foreign lands. 
Secarcely a'Inxury the less which ministers fo their 
own enjoyments is t6 be found in the houses. of 
Christians, while they withhold a bare subsistence 
from the servants of Christ, who have devoted 
themselves and al! that they have to spreading the 

vi 1 

4 glad tidings of the gospel among men. The lux. 
ury of doing good is the first and often the only 
one to be retrenched, 

If every Christian family 16 the laud would de- 
ny themselves to the extent of a, pound of tea per 
year, & pound of sugar per week, and would re. 
trench only a little in the use of such lixuries as 
coffee, und butter, and silks and laces, and the like, 
the Lord's treasury would be full to overflowing 
eyen in these hard times. When Christians exer- 
cise self-denial, the Word of the Lord will run 
very swiftly, fill it encompasses the ends of the 
earth, and sheds its Yight on every soul that liveth. 
For want of this self-denial, the Board of one of 
our largest°denominations is obliged to announce 
to the people tor whom it acts, “we dare not act 
till the treasury is réplemshed™ and another de- 
clares, “ we have been forced to postpone all appro- 
priations until the mind and will of the chuich can 
be known.” This is brnging the responsibility di- 
rectly home to every one who professes and calls 
himself a Ohristian, and places it where it proper- 
ly belongs. No Chnstian cun evade this responsi- 
bility, because he cannot evade his accountability 
to him who will be the judge of quick and dead 
ut the last great day. 

+The only Preminm we have to offer our subscribers is Fo 
which is acknowledged 10 be second to uone of its clase in the 
Dominion. 1s net this enough 7 
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Tris" AND TuAT.—This is the time to pay the 
newspaper bill... . .. Rey, C. F. Penney is not going 
to Providence after all, having decided to remain 

in Augusta. So the last Star says... .. Licentiate KF. 

M. Kierstead was ordained pastor of the Baptist 
Church in Milton, Yarmouth, a few days ago.,... 

The St. Lawrence Advance 1 to be known hereafter 

as the Miramichi Adeance.. .. Rev. Mr. Mitchell, 

of Montreal, has aceepted a call to the St. Andrews 
(Presbyterian) church of this city ....The Lew 
Presbyterian Church in Yarmouth was dedicated 
last Sunday.....Gevernor Caron of Qaebeec is 

dead. He was buried on Monday last, with ym- 

posing ceremonies, Hon. Letelier de St. Just has 
been appointed to the vacant Gubernatorial Chair, 

This appointment leaves the office of Minister of 

Agriculture vacant, ... Prof. Foster, of the N. B, 

Umiversity, has gooe to Bangor to lecture. He is 

under engagement to deliver seversl ‘lectures in 
Maine durimg next week. .... Rev. Dr. Burns, of 

Halifax, delivered an interesting leeture on % Me- 

mories of the Olden Time,” in the City Hall, Fred- 

ericton, on Tuesday evening last.” The'Y. M. C. A. 

has provided a good course of lectures; and ‘we 

hope thsy may be properly rewarded. 
re ill @ © ® GO — 

THINGS IN SHORT METRE. 
[BY PEN AND SCISSORS, | 

New York, Boston, and Chicago, each has tyain- 

ing school for Lurses. 

Fifty foreign misswnaries of the Americar Doard 
are children of missionaries. 

The Mormons are emigrating, A church, with a 

large membership, has “been established in New 

York State, 

At Melbourne, Australia, the Christian young men 

have erected a building at a cost of $80,000, 

Admirers of a former mathematical professor at 

Dartmouth College, cite, as a proof of his wunder- 

ful gift of ealculation, that when he went to Eu: 

rope, he estimated his expenses so accurately, that 
he took enough money to pay all his bills, and 
returned with only ove cent 1 his pocket. 

Java isn’t an enchanting place to live 1n if it is 

true that every year about 800 people are eaten by 

cainivora, 200 by the crocodiles, 100 killed by the 

rhinoceros, 500 killed by lightmng, while 100 die 
by snske bites, and a varying number by earth- 
quakes and volecanie action. 

One of Mr, Moody's meetings in Chicago lest week 
was thrown open to the laymen and business wen 
of the city. Quite a number of gentlemen connect- 
ed with prominent firms took the opportunity to 
give their testimony for Christ. Sone of them 
had been converted during the present revival. 

A womar who died at Flornsant, Mo., the other 
day, at the age ol 98, was the mother of 15 children, 
all of whom were with her when she died, and she 
leit 98 grandchildren and 75 grest-grandchildren, 
all of whom were present at her funeral. She was 
a consistent member of the Methodist church for 
70 years, ® 

The following from the New York Qutholic World 
shows how we shopld be taken gare of it political 
v--wer should pass into the hands of the Romish 
priesthood, as in Bpain ; 

While the State has rights, she has them only by 
virtue and by permission of the superior authority 
and that authority cau only be expressed through 
the church-~that 1s, through the organic law 
infallibly annogneed, aud unchangeably asserted, 
regardless of temporal consequences. 

Another Evangelist. Good reports come from 
Ireland to the effect that one Rev. QO. L Leonard, 
of the United States, has heen laboring in that 
country with good results. For three weeks be 
conducted services in a lurge tent, measuring 150 
by 80 feet, pitehed by the United Evangelistic 
Services committee, in one of the very law, dis 
tricts of Dublin, knowy ss “The Liberties.” 
There were ypany conversions, including a number 
of Rowan Oatholics, 

The Chinese women of California; perhaps 4,000 
In number, living as heathen women live in foreign 
lands, were almost forgotten, until reoently a spe- 
cia! work has been inaugusated in their behalf 
Three years ago a band of eight Christian women 
organized the ** Oalifornia Branch of the Women's 
Foreign Missionary Society” Tt has slowly in. 
greased, till several score of women from different 
churebes bave joined the ranks 10 do service for 
the Master in this oapsp. At first it was sought 
only to teach the women at their homes, ué 1t 
seemed $00 much of 4 venture to attempt the sup- 
port of a missionary, The second year, besides | 
fupporting a missionary, they opened a Home up- 
on a small scale, as u refuge for thode womet who 
are kidnapped and sold ; and with hid came the 
need ot another wisy onary to serve as matron of 
the Howe. Ohristian at Work, 
A Large Sabbath Sohool. ‘Wily we rend of a 

Sunday Bchool of « thousand or twelve hundred 
scholars, we read of one which has attained very 
respectable proportions, and large must 
be required to accommodate it. But what must 
bo the regourges of a school Which can receive and 
provide with seats 3,710 visitors! This has ii 
doue by the Bethany Sunday Scheol of Philadel 
phia, as was stated (in one of ays <coent issues. 
The whole nuwber of vistors, seholurs, teachers, 
etc,, present an the ogeasion Feterred to was 5,418 
#6 awed not be sad, that this is a live, working aad aud Tub their | 
attractive school, 
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Te AMERICAN  AorrovrLTonrist.—To increase 
the - product of one's labor, ‘or business, and 
then to make he best use of what is obtained, 
will certainly be helptul in these Lard times, os 
indy other.” The fms wud suggestions of half 
a dozen futelligent, practical men und women, who 
devote themselves to studying and ebscrvation, on 
just this topic, must certainly be of great utility to, 
every one. We shall, therefore, do our readers a fa- 
vor by directing their attention to that most valu- 
uble practical journal, the “American Agrieulturist, 
which is just now entefing w pon ite 261k year. «It 
is packea full of useful, information, that cannet. 
fdil to be very helpful to fut family, and to every 
man whatever his calling, and whether residing in 
City; Village. or Country: "Rach  Vélwime > 
from 600 te. 700 fine original engravings, thav are 
both pleasing and instructives~s0 ‘Housekeepers 
ard Children, to Farmers, N echanics, Merghants, 
Professional Men, indeed to all classes. Its House 
Pinos snd improvements, ‘with fall particulars of 
cost, ete, with engravings, its fearless exposure of 
Humbugs and qusckery, indeed its. whole make 
up, and 118 thoroughly reliable character, render it. 
worthy of a place in every housshold, and we . stroigly’'davite everyone to haveit. An Smmense 
ciroulation ensbles the Pablishers to supply it at 
the low cost of $160 a year, post-pdid, or  fteur 
copies for $5.40. Take our advice and send now 
iar volume 36, to the Publishers, Orange Judd 
Couipany, 245 Broadway, New York City, 

WooBLAXD, York Co. Rey, D, Harris has teen 
holding some meetings in Woodland, snd, the 
church has been considerably helped. Sabbath, 
10th inst., one man was baptized, 

2A is the number that 10ill be onthe + 
last paper jor 1877, and. is therefore the num 
ber to which each subscriber shmdd endeavor 
to pay. 
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The Hews andl the Press, 
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ST. JOHN, N. B., DECEMBER 22, 1876. 
—Next Bunday willbe good’ tiny of the mintters to devols CER. Sua we wh 5 gl) 11 Pe Abe INTELLIGER. 
New BRUNSWICK. Almost on rd night there 

are applications at the Police © us, for shelter ; 
and the pumber is increasing The total ship- 
meant of lumber from Richibucto this year amount- 
ed to 19,1560200 feet of deals, sent in 35 vessels of 
20,600 tons... . The Farmer says : Petitions for 
free ferries are’ shout to ‘be sént through York 
County. Possibly if all the ratepayers ask ‘them, 
our representatives will attend to the matter, so we 
hope the petitions will be as widely circulated as 
possible”. . Phere dre eight eriminal cases before 
the Westmorland County Court now in session, 
One 18 charged with arson, another with throwing 
ttones at & passing rdilway train, |. Engineers are 
at work re-surveying the line of road between the 
Junctions of the’ N. B. and N. BE. & Railways. 
The connection between these two roads, so it is 
currently stated, is to be completed at once... . 
Ben Assan, an Arab, whe says that he'is 4 native 
of Algiers, and that he vs ou" his way back to his: 
native country’ from ‘ené of the French Islands, 
where his master, a French officer, abandoned him, 
applied for shelter at the Halifax police station. 
He was told somewhere that to get to Algiers he: 
must go to Halifax. The Halifax people sent him 
to St. Joho, snd he m now an inmate of our Public 
Hospital... The Board ot Works has had the 
Marsh Bridge examined by the Board's Engineer, 
and early steps will be taken to have the structure 
rebuilt. The new bridge will probably con 
eight gates, instead of fout, and will more thorough- 
ly drain the ereek than is done at present ... The 
premises of Mr. Wm. Quinsler; Portland bridge, 
were burglariously entered on Friday night, aod 
pearly all big clothing stolen, not even his overcoat 
being left... Operations have been Comm aneed 
towatds the erection of the new police station on: 
Pitt street, near Duke street. . A cublegram was: 
received on Monday, from Pilot Fletcher, who 
took out the barque Dramadoon, on the 10th ult. 
and regarding whose salety serious apprehensiop 
have been feit, announcing his arrival at Be faet 
Ireland... . The News says: A, E. Kil 3 
has at present the contract for the oor 
the Albert Co., Railway, is pushing o, 1.00 workin 
fine style. He has rails neatly Lil laid on the 
truck between Salisbury and ¥ \lisbora, the whale road is graded exeept a sho- 3 p -t piece between Hills 
boro Village Snd'the Ver otion of the old location, 
about eleven miles ba) «ested with the first lift, and 
two locomotives ar g twenty flat cars are at work Y on the road. e'hg5 4iso arrangements made for rolling stoek and all the requaisites of a first-class line, and Yefore a very great while the road will be In satistactory operation along the whole distance. +++. Beveral hams, besides socks, mitts and other articles, ‘were stolén from the shop of James 
McSorley, foot of Peters street, early on Bunday, morning. A shutter had been removed from a 
window, ‘which was broken, and all the things 
within convenient reach taken by che parties... A 
despatel from Fredericton to the Telegraph says : 
fire broke out, on Baturday pight, in the story-and- 
8-balf house of Berjamin Yerxa, situated near the 
mouth of the Keswick, The family barely escaped 
with théir lives, saving nothing. There is uh in- 
furance. A man named George Albright dropped. 
dead from heart disease, 1n his own bouse, last 
night, at Keswick Bridge. Ie had walked three- fourths of a mile from a neighbor's, and had just’ 
got into the house, whed He fell .. The Telegraph 
tells that now comes the ews from Paris wo Mr. 
Henry Banders, of this city, that the sum of 10,000 
trance has been left him by an aunt, who recently 
died there. ' “The amount 18 now in the custody of 
au uncle, who only awaits the propér papers from. 
Me. Banders to send it over. We understand that: the required papers were mailed on Saturday night, 
Mr, Banders has been in this city nearly four years, 
and for some tine past bas been employed ss por- 
ter in Messrs, Landry & Co.'s establishment; where 
te is ‘highly esteemed as 4 faithful and honest servant. We congratilate him on bis goed for: 
tune... .. The Globe says: A Joung man vamed 
Alex. Patten, who was admitted to the Provincial 
Lungsic Asylum in February last, smashed the window of His room ‘on Friday night Tass asd 
threw himdelf to the ground, a distance of twenty 
feet. He was seriously injured. Patten is an en- 
ginger by trade, nnd formerly worked in Flemming 
& Son's foundry, While working in the United Btatea dst yuar his eyesight was destroyed by an accident at a blasting operation, and as result of 
the ‘grief and welancholy following be lost his, 
reason. ¥.¥ 
Tey to send On WW dame with your renewal. 5 
Evnopeay & Nowrn Americas Ramway Fer 

Extension from Be. Johb, Westward *27. Mepkay Kav and E.R Bowser, Receivers. Praing run as follows : —BaNGox EXPRESS, conpeetiug with trains of ton and, N; B, & ©. Jaibway, will ‘leave S¢. 
John at 8.16 a. m.; snd Fron Accommedation snd Freight wilk leave St. Yoh 4t 3.80 pin. Fon 
Accommodadioh and Freight will be. due in St. daha at 11 am; ; and the Bangor Btpress at 6.30 
p,m, H. D. McLeod, Supt. 
~Bhow this or 10 yout Beh 2p | he & WAH 
{RNs paper to you udighuoh, Pofbans he Will shbbéribe 

Novy Beowia. Herd 8 what the Halifus Herald 
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va Scotia is. better off to-day than she has beer’ 
lor three years; the farmers i full pockets, ob ele by good prices for profuse, Ue the Suber, | LAB an Am, el ips 
tentedly over large fares of fish at top prices... 
The Amberst Gasdttoregrets to record more deaths 
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sitys #bodt Nova Scotia's financial condition, No- +. 
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