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Sept. 15th, 1876. 

NEW FALL GOODS, 
AND VERY CHEAP. 

BUYERS OF 

DRY GOODS 
Will please take notice that 

MiLLER & EDGECOMBE 

are now opening NEW GOODS for the FALL 

TRADE from EUROPE and the 

AMERICAN MARKETS. 

WE ARE NOW SELLING 

Good Grey Cotton, 

Yard Wide, for 7c., 8¢., 9¢. and 10c. 

WHITE COTTONS, 
from 7 to 13 cents. 

SWANSDOWNS—Very Cheap. 

GREY SHIRTING FLANNELS, 
less than ever sold before, 

GOOD FAST COLOR PRINTS, for 8 and 9c. 

NEW GOODS received from the AMERICAN 

MARKETS every week. 

Just opened per 8.8. Acadia : 

BLACK COODS, 
in Cords of all kinds, 

COBURGS, LUSTRES, ALPACAS, 

Merinos, e Brilliantines, &c., &ec. 

TWEEDS and WINCIES Fingerings, 

YARNS, RIBBONS, CRAPES, SILKS, 

GLOVES, 

MEN'S BRACES, 

WOOL ,BHAWLS, &c. 

THESE GOODS ARE ALL 

WILL BE 

NEW AND FRESH, AND 

SOLD AT 

BOTTOM PRICES FOR CASH. 

MILLER & EDGECOMBE. 

Fredericton, Sept. 15, 1876. 

NEW 

DRY GOODS 
FOR 

FALL AND WINTER. 

October Ast, ARTO, 

THOMAS LOGAN 
8 DAILY RECIEVING NEW GOODS from England 
and the United States for the FALL TRADE. He 

has now opened— 

DRESS GOODS, 
WOOL SHAWLS, 

FELT SKIRTS, 

Jacket and Mantle Cloths, 

DRESS TWEEDS, GREY FLANNELS. 

BLACK ALPACAS, 

Bought at a bargain, selling for 

25 CENTS. 

FINGERING YARNS, BERLIN WOOLS, 

TWO BALES OF 

AMERICAN PRINTS, 
AT 9 CENTS, 

SLACK FRENCH MERINOS, 

BLACK HENRIETTA CLOTHS, 

BLACK CRAPES. 

GREY COTTONS, 

Velvets and Velvet Ribkons. 

TWEED SHIRTINGS, 

PARKS COTTON WARPS, 

&e, &e, &eo. 

An lyspe:tigy Respectfully Solicited. 

THOMAS LOGAN. 

Vredericton, September 29, 1670. 
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For the Intelligencer. 

IN TRUST IS REST. 

BY JANE M READ. 

Oh, hearts that ache because of grief, 
Oh, bearts that yearn for trae relief ; 
Ye cannot find it in the gloom 
That hovers round your loved one's tomb, 
Why look upon the new made moand 
And think the cold relentless ground 
Conceals your treasure from your view ? 
And why should bitter tears, bedew 
The clay that hides the clay alone ? 
Long after years and time have flown, 
And back the dust bas turned to dust— 
A treasure never toushed by rust ; 
A crown of life, a harp of geld, 
A refuge sure, a joy untold, 
Shall ever be the Christian's right 
Beyond the Heavenly portals bright. 
Then trust the hand that lifts the rod 
And feel all's well that pleases God; 
So shall He soothe thy troubled breast 
And bring thee home to endless rest. 

Littleton, Mass. 

* OE — 

WHY MORE WOMEN THAN MEN IN OUR 
CHURCHES ? 

BY REV. H. L. MOREHOUSE. 

Statistics show that generally in our church- 
es the women outnumber the men about as 
two to one. This 1s a religions phenomenon 
which certainly deserves careful study by 
those who have at heart the welfare of the 
church of Christ. This disparity in numbers 

Inasmuch as the sexes are 
about equally represented in the population, 

| ought they not to be similary represented in 

the churches? The tact that they are not, 
should awaken inquiry into the reason for 
this curious state of things. Our enemies 
notice the fact and derisively exclaim, * Your 
religion may answer for women and children, 
bat not for strong and thoughtful men.” 

I. The easy refuge in difficulty is to refer 
obscure things like this to the inscrutable 
purposes of God. Bat before accepting this 
as a full and final explanation, the buman 
factors in the case should be considered. 
There 1s no scripture proof for such a concla- 
sion, Three thousand men were converted 
on the day of Pentecost, and pot long after- 
ward “the number of men was about five 
thousand,” who professed Christ in Jerasalem, 
Since salvation is wholly of grace, and since 
God is no respecter of persons, it cannot be 
supposed that woman, who was first in the 
transgression, and who has ever felt the corse 
quite as keenly as man, is more favorably re- 
garded than man in the purpose of redemp- 
Lion, 

Nor yet in the nature of the religious work 
to be done by Christian churches do we find 
adequate reason for the presence of so many 
more women than men among believers, Ad- 

mitting all that may be claimed for woman 
as a Christian laborer, vet we cannot see that 
the world needs more women then men con- 
secrated to Christ. Beyond question, the in- 
fluence of Christian women is incalculable— 
all the more so because it is of that gentle, 
quiet, insinuating nature, more subtil than the | 
marked, positive, aggressive influence of man, | 
Christiss mothers hold in their keeping, to a 
great degree, the interests of the future Chris- 
tian church. Were the number of Christian 
mothers to be lessened one-half, even though 
Christian fathers were twice as many as now, 
Christendom would experience a sensible 
shock in the dimunition of moral force exert- | 
ed upon the rising generation—a generation 
which would grow up deficient in that pre- | 
paration for the reception of Christ, which, 
more than from any other source, comes from 
maternal Christian hearts. It 
Christian * civilization is debtor to lowly cra. 
dles ; and uoknown mothers hold a heavy ac- 
count against the world,” 

and missionary work, in literature and in so- 
ciety at large, render invaluable service for 
Christ. We cannot well overestimate it. 

But the question recurs, Is the field of labor 
for which she is peculiarly fitted, so much 
larger than man's as to demand this dispro- 
portion in numbers? Do not our ehurches 
need more men ol means who shall give to the 
straggling and imperiled interests ot the 
kingdom of Christ? Do not our charches 
need more men for teachers and Superinten- 
dents of Sunday schools ; more masculine ma- 
terial out of which to make fit selections for 
deacons and trustees ; men who shall wisely 
attend to spiritual affairs, also the temporal- 
ties of the church ? Are not men needed to 
preach the Gospel everywhere? Are not 
Christian men needed in business, in politics, 
in legislatures, in Congress, as Judges, gov- 
ernors, presidente ? Are they not needed as 
editors, as managers of our benevolent organ- 
izations, as professors in colleges and theolo- 
gical seminaries ? 
Christian work there is a dearth of suitable 
men, Kvidently Christian men are needed as 
much as Christian women. Why, then, are 
they not numerically as strong as women in 
the churches ? 

II. Some would lay the blame for this state 
of things upon the churches themselves. Dr, 
Christlieb, ot Germuny, himself a thorough 
evangelical believer ree 41 philosophical Chris- 
tian writer, affirms that in the middle ages 
many noble spirits were led into doubt con 
cerning the truth of Christianity itself, as well 
as 10 contempt of the existing church system, 
on account of the growing corruptions of the 
Catholic church and its terrible intolerance 
of differing opinions, 

Protestantism, which from the outset was 
compelled to sharply define its positions, be- 
camé at length quite absorbed’ in drawing 
minute doctrinal lines and elaborating an or- 
thodox creed, until men were sauated with 
oyer refinement in theology. Spiritual life 
and fervor had given place to cold morality 
and doetrinal discussions, If fervent spirits 
arose like the priests, they repelled men by 
going to vxtremes in the opposite direction. 
Thus the charch, by its one sidedness, first in 
ove thing, then in another, became an object 
of dislike vo men, who formerly, more than 
now, comprised the educated and thinking 
classes, 
This breach between Christianity and the 

culture of the past bas had its influgnce on 
the minds of men to some extent in the pre- 
sent, bas led some to feel that it is an indica 
tion of manliness and culture to be reckoned 
with this unchristian mind of the past, and 
to assume either an idifferent or antagonistic 
attitude towards Christianity. Thus throngh 
masculine channels do influences of the past 
filter down into the present. And thus may 
skepticism and hostility to Christianity be- 
tome more a fashion, in certain circles, than a 
thing of principle. It may be that Christiani- 
ty has not recovered from this reagtion against 
it, arising out of its perversions as seen in 
certain churches, Qo the other hand, it may 
be thay ip our land, these circumstances of 
other lands and other days, have little appre 
ciable influence upon the minds of mean. 

Pete te em oe 

18 true that | 

Christian women | 
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in the home, in the Sabbath school, in church 

For many departments of 
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SAINT JOHN, NEW BRUNSWICK, FRIDAY, JANUARY 

| The churches of this land present on the 
{ whole, a type of religion better than which 
| the world has not seen for centuries. Fewer 
| just exceptions can be taken to Christian 
| churches mm the United States than in almost 
any other country. And yet men decry the 
churches. At one time and from one quar- 
ter men assert that the church repels, because 
it is too rigid in its doctrinal views, or too 
strict in its practices, At another time and 
from another quarter comes the ery that 
Christians are too emotional, too religiously 
sentimental, and so lax in practice that they 
differ little from the world. It is hard work 
for the churches to please the world. The 
fact is, no type of piety which is worth any- 
thing suits an unregenerate soul. Our Sa 
viour’s delineation of the men of that age is 
equally applicable now. * Whereunto shall 
I iiken this generation? It is like unto child- 
ren sitting in the markets, and calling unto 
their fellows and saying: We have piped 
unto you and you have not danced; we have 
mourned unto you and ye have not lamented, 
For John came neither eating nor drinking, 
and they say : Behold a man glattonous, and 
a wine-bibber, a friend of publicans and sin- 
ners.” It is so now, Men say, “Your reli- 
gion is Loo ascetic, austere, demands too much 
abstinence, is too puritanical.” To hear these 
men talk, one would suppose that if a more 
liberal type of piety were presented, they 
would flock thither and become its zealous 
adberents. But how is it? The few feeble 
churches which have the widest door of en- 
trance and allow the largest liberty of action, 
have a pitiably small tollowing. 
And if Christians present a type of piety, 

as the Saviour did, natural, earnest, business- 
like in its methods, then our masculine critic 
says : “ There is no heart in that—that is all 
of the head. It is human and worldly.” If 
churches work along quietly year after year, 

| without much spiritual stir, these men say : 
| “ They don’t believe what they profess ; they 
| are a set of hypocrites ; we never will unite 
with such celd, dead churches as these,” If 
churches glow with love for Christ, and are 
zealously engaged in the work of bringing 
men to the Saviour, these men take a tack 
and say : “ They are unnecessarily excited ; a 
company of emotional enthusiasts; we will 
keep aloof from them. Pipe unto them, and 
they will not dance, mourn unto them aud 
they will not lament,” They are like a man 1 
knew who declined to give to a religious ob- 
ject because there were so many poor who 
needed aid, and soon after declined to aid the 
poor because other calls were so numerous, 

Chrisuians ought to understand that nine- 
tenths of these allegations against the chareh- 
es including all that may be said of the in- 
consistency of Christians, as reason why men 
do not umte with vhem in great numbers, are 

| the merest sham to cover up the beart’s ha- 
| tred of Christ. It ought to be uttered re- 
peatedly, boldly, that hypocrisy lies back of 

| these excuses, even as Christ told the Phari- 
| sees. There is a certain self-respect which 
| churches onght to preserve when maligned by 
captious critics who would saddle the bulk of 
masculine ungodliness upon the churches 
themselves—a self-respect which may be pre- 
served, in part, by refusing to concede all 

| that is alleged as a sufficient Justification for 
noun-identification with believers ; in part, by 
asserting also that there is nothing in the 

| average type of piety in the Christian church- 
| es of this land to repel any honest, earnest, 
manly soul Churches, like families, combine 

| the masculine and feminine eleraents, the fash- 

| 
| 

: 

| 

ion of whick conduces to the highest happi- 
ness and good of all concerned. And in our 
churches there is enough masculinity, and 
spirituality, and down-right sincerity to satis- 

| ly any manly nature that honestly raves com- 
| munion with God, and enjoys the fellowship 
| of the saints, The food which nourishes the 
| body of woman is that also of which the man 
| partakes. [It cannot be that in spiritual mat- 
| ters there is such unhikeness, that the reli 
| gious pabulum on which the womanly nature 
grows beautiful and strong, is not at all the 
thing for man. Not only a multitude of wo- 
men, but a host of strong-minded, earnest 
men find their wants met in the churches of 
Christ. Why not more men ? 
churches are not so much to blame as is char- 
ged, yet for this state of things they are not 
altogether blameless. — Standard. 
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REST FOR THE RESTLESS. 

BY THEODORE L. CUYLER, D, D, 
It was out of King David’s weak side that 

there came that oft quoted ery, “ Oh ! that | 
had wings like a dove ; for then would I fly 
away and be at rest.” There was a better 
side of the man, from which came such tri- 

should encamp against me, my heart shall 
not fear,” 
quieted myself as a child that is weaned of 

| its mother,” Or this noble injunction ; * Rest 
| in the Lord and wait patiently for him.” 
| David was, no doubt, in genuine trouble 
when he longed for the wings of a dove. His 

| kingdom was in insurrection, his throne in 
| peril, and the treacherous darling of his heart 
was snatching at his crown. Under these ac- 
cumulated miseries the old exile from Jerusa- 
lem envied the turtle dove which, flying past 
him towards the forest, could go whitherso- 
ever it wouid. Buppose his wish had been 
granted, He might have fled from the post 
of duty, which was a post of danger. But 
would not bis troubles have flown with him 
as fast and as far as he? Might not fresh 
troubles have met him in the place whither 
he flew ? 

David's prayer, though a weak one, was 
very natural, Iv is perfectly natural that we 
all should grow restless under trouble. It 
was perfectly natural for him wo indulge his 
petted son Absalom; buthow dearly he paid 
for bis folly. Iv was perfectly natural for 
Job's wile (whom I believe to be a very good 
women, and not a vixen), to bave exclaimed, 
when her heart was crushed with a hurricane 
of trigls ; * Dost thou still retain thipe integri 
ty? Renounce God and die!” Nature in all 
AM cases behaved badly, It was the part 
of grace to have behaved better, A BOFTY €X+ 
cvse is it for us who claim to be Christians, 
that when we do a weak or wicked thing, we 
80 often say : “It is quite natural wo feel or Lo 
act as we do.” What is divine grace offered 
to us for, unless it be to triumph oyer the 
weakness and errors of our ‘poor wayward 
nature ¥ 
Thousands of us are repeating David’s rest. 

less cry as often as we are put under the pres- 
sure. When the rod of chastisement makes 
us smart, or a load of worries chating us, how 
often we are tempted to pray for the wings 
of ‘a dove to carry us away. We bardly 
know or care where it be, so that it be out of 
the reach of the rod and the worry. Our 
wayward selfishness says: Fly! God's loving 
voice says : Be still. * 
Sometimes a swarm of cares and calls press 

in upon us in a perfect crowd, trampipg on 
eapgh other. Work pushes us, Interryptions 
annoy. Mishaps befali us, Woe take these 
accumulated vexations so Aard and chafe so 

’ 

! 

| 

| 

Though the | Christ. 

God was using the | 
lancet, and we tried to escape from it. Tem- 
porary relief, immediate ease was what we 
wanted, instead of permanent benefit. Run- 
mong away would only have postponed the | 
difficulty, or retarded the cre. We needed | 
to be kept still until God had got through with 
his surgery ; for it is not the escape from dis- 
cipline or the shirking of painful loads that 
makes a Christian strong. That wes a very 
selfish and cowardly prayer of the old royal | 
refugee : “ Oh! that I had wings like a dove | 
to fly away.” He might better have asked 
tor strength from Heaven to stand fast and 
firm, like an anvil when 1t is smitten heavily. | 
It is usually a piece of moral cowardice when | 
we ran from a bard place to an easy one, or | 
from a dangerous post to a svugly sheltered 
one. Many lives become utter failures from 
a simple lack of courage. 

Another point must not be forgotten, The | 
changes which we make from the motive of | 
self-indulgence or of sheer restlessness are 
seldom changes for the better. The weary 
sufferer begs to be carried into another room ; 
but he carries his pain with him. City people, | 
tired of hard pavements and heay y taxes, see | 
such enchantment in a June landscape that 
they determine to move into the country, | 
But when winter blockades them, and they | 
miss genial society and their church-meetings | 
and other accustomed privileges, they find 
that the country is not the perfect paradise 
they dreamed of, and wish themselves back 
again, New troubles live in the new plage. 
The * dove-wings” simply carry us away 
from one set of troubles into another set, 
which we may not have any more to bear. 
It is not change of place or change of circum- 
stances that we need most. 
heart. Our lives do not consist in mere ex- | 
ternals. Would that those ambitious world- 
lings who are all the time coveting, and | 
grasping, and pulling down, to build greater, 
might learn that they will never be satisfied. 
Mouey, office, laxury, fine equipage never can | 
satisfy the soul itself out of 

It is a change of 

that starves 

It is pot only the men of the world that 
commit these sins. This restless spirit often | 
disturbs and dishonors God's children. We | 

| give the lie to our own professions and dis- | 
| grace our good names when we indulge in | 

| bard lesson to learn, but a very profitable 
| 
! 

| 
| 

| 

| losing a good lesson and a rich blessing. 1 

n : | couraging field. umphant shouts as this: * Though an host from it; bat the Master kept me there, and 
: | presently a most glorious revival shower Or this one: “I have behaved and | 

these restless and rebellious feelings. It is a 

one, that where God puts us we ought to 
stay, and what he orders we ought to do. 
His place is always the right place. My own | 
early ministry was in a very difficult and dis- | 

I foolishly resolved to flee 

burst upon the little field and made it smeli 
like 4 garden of roses, God kept me from 

| did not deserve the mercy that ke sent me. 

under the friction. We borrow fresh trouble 

—— Dr 

| 

Oh! that every restless spirit wonld learn 
a loss is really a gain, many a hindrance is | 
wisely meant to help us, many a humiliation | 
exalts us in the end, many a cross is indis- | 
pensable to the winning of 3 grown. Weare | 
often going up spiritually when, apparently 
we are not going. We are often helped oy | 
our way by being hedged up or turned back, 
This is a paradox; but 1t is Just as true as 
that * when I am weak then am I strong.” or 
“having nothing I may possess all things,” 
in Christ. Then let us quit praying for the 
“dove’s wings” and stand in our lot bravely 
and quietly, It will be time enough for the 
flight of the dove when our life-work is added 
and the door of our Father's house stands | 
open for our coming, 

‘* T would not have the restless will 
That hurries to and fro, 

Beeking for some great thing to do 
Or secret thing to know, 

I would be treated as a child 
And guided where to go. 

'* There are briers besetting every path 
That call for paticut care; 

There is a cross in every log 
And a constant need for prayer ; 

But « lonely heurt that leans on Thee 
Is happy anywhere," 

=A". Y. Independent, 
———— 

A HIDING-PLAGCE, 
Many go astray beeause they have no 

hiding-place, no refuge from the assaults of 
wicked men and women, as well as the entice 
ments coming directly from the adversary, 
There are times when we need such a shel ter, and he who is wise will then seek it with | 

all his might. As well face the hot breath of 
the sand storm in the desert, expecting to 
overcome it, as to stand in the way of certain 
temptations and not to fall. We may uot al- 
ways see the line of separation, but we know 
that it is surely drawn, 
The sources of all deliverance are from above, but the means used are adapted to dif 

fering temperaments and surroundings. That 
which is most vegrly associated with the idea 
of the true and the good in our minds, which 
feeds our aspirations and nerves us to the at- taioment of a higher life—this is the citadel 
lato which we may five for sadevy. 

Under this sharp strain faith and | 

| ing place in spectacular fashion, well 

| garding this extravagance in ot! 

| : 
| pernait 

| of our ancestors, 
| 

» 
» abandonment of the gilded pretentioys 

Laer A Bp tt 
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from the morrow, and anticipate worse things 
to come, 

fortitude often give way, and we cry out in a | 
sort of restless despair: “Oh! for wings to | 
fly away and be at rest.” 
When in this state of feeling—so perfectly | 

natural and yet so unworthy of a Christian 
—we frequently get a message from our 
Heavenly Father. Perhaps we open our 
Bibles and read such words as these: Rest 
in the Lord and wait patiently for him.” Or 
we light upon these words : “Beloved ! count 
it all joy when ye fall into divers trials; 
knowing this, that the trial of your faith 
worketh patience.” Once when I was dread 
fully harrassed by a doubt whether I should 
remain in a certain pulpit or go to a very in- 
viting one, eight hundred miles away, I 
opened Cecil’s wise book of practical thoughts, 
and my eyes fell on these “pat” and pithy 
words : “Taking new steps in life are very 
serious dangers, especially if in our motives 
there be any mixture of ambition, * Where- 
tore gaddest thou about to change thy way ? 
Now I did not know before that there was 
such a passage in the Bible. I turned to the | 
second chapter of Jeremiah, and found it | 
there, though translated a little differently. | 
I resolved at once not to gad about” or | 
change my field of labor; and have thanked | 
God for this timely Scripture hint ever since. | 
The reader of this article will recall, pro- | 

bably, just such experiences of his own. He | 
was longing to run away from school, because 
God gave him hard lessons to learn and some- | 
times used thé rod. Or he was in * the re- | 
fining pot “ of trial, and the fire burned hot. | 
There was a terrible temptation to rebel and | 
to try to escape from the fiery ordeal. But, | 
if you had heen allowed your own way, your | 
silver never would have been refined or the 
dross purged out of your character. When 
we were children, and suffered trom a decayed 
tooth, the sight of the dentist's ugly instru- 
ment made us start to run, Bat kind old | 
mother said : “ Sit down and take it bravely. | 
It will soon be out, and then you will feel | 
better,” 

This same process has been gone through 
hundreds of times since, 

It may be a song around which cling fond 
recollections, and the thought, or the singing, 
of which drives the tempter hence. It may 
be a page of some beloved author, a passage 

| that thrilled us with the joy of kindred sym- 
pathies and a newly found friendship. Bet- 
ter than these is the warm heart of a true 
friend, into whoee presence we may come and 
find protection. Tt is related of a good man, 
who was noted not less for his genial sympa- 
thies than for superior merits in his profes- 
sion, that he once picked up a drunkard on 
the street and took him home, 
ing his sobriety, the poor fallen man confes- 
sed his weakness to withstand the temptation 
to drink. The good Samaritan told him to 
come and stay in his study, whenever he was 
harassed by the gnawings of a depraved ap- 
petite. The man did so, and as long as his 
friend lived he conld go ana sit beside him in 
times of sore temptation, and he escaped the 
wiles of the enemy and lived a sober man. 
But when this hiding-place was taken from 
him by death, he fell back into his old habits 
of living, 
The society of the true, the honest, the pure 

and the brave, is a wholesome way of escape, 
Indeed, to it many of us owe more than we 
are able to appreciate, Without it, who 1s 

{ able to stand ? 

Bat let us not forget these are only a few 
| of the means which our Father direots us to 
use. The purpose must be born in secret be- 
tween God and ourselves, and in 
strengtheced. Without secret prayer, with- 
out earnest pleadings, will not all our endea 

secret 

vors be as sounding brass and tinkling cym- | 
bals ?— Star, 

————— eee 

REFORM IN FUNERALS. 

We have been very much 
articles published recently in the London 
Times, and the Times of New York, con- 

— 

| demning the wasteful extravagance of the 
living in disposing of the remains of the dead. 
Post-mortem parade, gaudy obsequies, os- 

tentatious processions, appear to have a pecul 

It sounds grimly to hear a poor soul exclaim, 
*““that he cannot afford to die ;” and yet there 
is much sober thought in his speech, for the 

| journey to the tomb, as ordinarily managed, 
is nearly as costly as a trip to Europe. Rose- 
wood coffins, lined with choicest satin, with 
real silver handles, and plate of the same ma- 
terial, ou which the name of the deceased is 
carefully engraved—possibly to inform the 
worms on Sh oateey rm they feed—con- | too meagre expectation, do we not maviest a stitute a few of “the peculiar features of an | poverty of faith which robs us of much hap aristocratic funeral. This enumeration does 
not include flowers, of which there were ten 
thousand dollars’ worth at the recent obse- 

| quies of a private citizen of New York ; neith- 
1 

long procession through our streets as though 
the line would stretch out “to the crack of 
doom.” Instances are not wanting where 
the dead have been decked in most lavish 
style with precious stones, and robed in most 

| costly garments, having their checks slightly 
| tinged with rouge, and their artificial curls 
most engagingly arranged. With such toil- 
ets, sufficiently elaborate for the bearer to be 
presentable in the best society, she goes down 

to the regal court of death. 
Of course all this 1s a mere question of taste: 

| if the survivors have enough money to squan 
| der in this fashion there is no law to restrain 
them, but is it not very questionable taste ? 
Something of this kind might legitimate! 
distinguish the last rites periormed in honor 
of the great. Rat, when the departed has 
actually done nothing worthy of renown 
when he has simply amassed a gigantic for- 
tune, and has lived the earthly, sensual lif 
of the worldly, 1s not excessive funeral pag 
eantry a mockery and a farce? No wonder 
that several of our eminent men, with their 
latest breath, have prayed for a quiet 
tentavwus funeral. When those who are little 
less than infamous, are borne to their last rest 
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the famous to choose a more modest and less 
| flaunting cortege, 

The effect of this excessive display operat 
most injuriously on those whose humble cir 
cumstances should forbid its indulgence, Re 

CFS a8 an 

| evidence of affection, or as the proper proof 
of social distinction, they are led nto 
imitations, which not infrequently end 1 
hopelessly impoverishing them. Wives have 
been known to exhaust the meagre savings of 

silly 

Surely it is time that the carnest, loving > | study of the Bible (not merely of certain 
texts and passages, bat of the length and 
breadth and depth asd hetght 1 the grand - “ar 

the family on a husband’s funeral and the | 
few 

life insurance policy, usnly 
buried in the grave. For the satisfaction de 
rived from the approval of the thoughtless 
and vain, children in this manner have | 
deprived of their little patyimony, and 
been compelled to face life in most disady an 
tageous circumstances We recall a case 
where the mother of a poor youth who had 
died in poverty, carried her 
ty even beyond the grave, and 

the friends who had to provide 
the funeral expenses of her son, to 
his inapimate form in a second-hand suit ; 

1ave been as fo 

wen 

DOSt-mortem vani- 

hundred dollars pyr scoured by a | 

1 have | 

refused to | 

{ 
alot ne J 

because, as she stated, “ Samuel was always | 
a good boy, and in the resurrection ought 
to be dressed as respeotably as any one,” No 
thing, therefore, would satisfy her but a bran 
new suit of clothes. We may smile ghastly 
smile at her ignorance, but the absurdity of 
her pride is only a little more cont picuous than 
that of her aristoaratio neighbors, 

reform—reform much needed on this terres 
trial planet—can we not make it somewhat 
wore complete by reforming our funerals ? 
While we are far from encouraging a return 
to the sombre and melancholy accompani- 
ments of death which disfigured the obsequies 

yet should there not be an 
and ana 

trithng frippery which in our day has beoome | 
80 common ¥ There is something sublimely 
dignified in death, The calm face, the folded 
arms, the aspect and attitude of repose, indi. 
cate that he who sleeps has done forever with | to attend in order 
shams and shows, with tinsel trumpery, and 
fading finery, Let not the theatrical intrude, 
let not the spectacular invade the realm of | 
time’s most wndissembling reality. 

grave; and let it be borne there in auiet un- 
obtrusiveness, not with braying of trumpets 
or circumstances of worldly pomp, For sym- 
bolic ornament, 16¥ nature's fairest flowers or | 
ner ripened wheat express in dumb, eloquent 
tongue the frailty of life, and, at the same 
time, proclaim the usefulness, if useful, of the | 
one just closed, and the fragrance which it 
leaves behind, This is all the most wsthetic 
taste should crave, and this not carried to 
ludicrous extreme ; and this is all the most 
Christian heart will desire by which to set 
orth its confidence in Him, who, caring for 
the bumblest lily of the field, cannot forget 
to transplant the soul departed in the para- 
dise above,— Watchman. 

ae —, 1. | 

Hope is the best part of our riches, What 
sufficeth it that we have the wealth of the 
Indies in our pockets, if we have not the hope of heaven in our souls —Louvee. 7 

Let mo- | 
aesty and simplicity prepare the body for the duty in 

| duty in another direction, 

After regain- | 

interested in | 

| iar fascination for the people of modern times, | 
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INQUIRING SAINTS. 

“Have you had a meeting for i jnirers 
late ly ?” the late Dr. Nevins was once wsked 
by a friend. “I have not,” was the 1 ply. 
* Can you imagine the reason ?” continued the 
inte rrogator, oi Possibly,” retort d the d cror, 
“ one reason why there few quiring 
sinners at present in the congregation may be 

are 80 

the fact that there are so few Inquiring saints 
at present in the church.” Though at first 
sight it may sound rather strangely mn oar 
ears, this report contains a truth which is am- 
ply borne out by the history of the church. 
We read in Ezek. xxxvi. 37. “Thus saith the 
Lord God, I will yet for this be inquired of by 
the house of Israel to do it for the m,” and ex- 
perience has fully proved that before the 
thousands of the unconverted have been stir- 
ren up to inquire, *“ Men and brethren, what 
shall we do ?” there has been an equally eager 
spirit of inquiry abroad among the Lord's 
people, impelling them to ask, “ Wilt Thou 
not revive us again ?” “ What wilt Thou 
have me to do?” 

But there is one kind of christian inquiry 
which, while it is as important as any, seems 
to be a good deal at a discount just it present, 
It is the searching into the treasures of Di- 
vine truth. One of the grandest romises 
connected with the bestowal of the Holy 
Spirit was that it was to guide us into an in- 
finitude of Divine truth, We are exhorted 
in the Epistle to the Hebrews to leaving 
tle principles of the doctrine of Christ to go 
on unto perfection,” and no « Xpressions are 
more {amiliar to us than those which tell of 
“the wealth unknown” contained in the Bible, 
and the unsearchable riches of Christ.” Yet 

| with how little eagerness of expectancy do 
Is our man- we turn to these sacred pages, 

ner like that of the gold digger who believes 
in his ground and is in momentary expeota- | 
tion of afind? Is our face full of even as 
eager a look of Inquiry as when we scan the 
page of the mourning paper for the latest 
news, or when some of the VOuUneer ones 

amongst us with eager eves ard flushed cheek 
pursi the fortunes ¢f some hero of romance 
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| not often read with the lack-lustre eve which 
mainly hopes to find a fuller defence of a fa 

to their highly-wrought « max do we | 

vorite opinion, the reiteration of certain arti. | 
4 

1 les Qs faith of which we imagine we know 
| the whole import already, or the refreshing of 
the memory by the recalling of some well- 
known word of help or comfort § 

If we thus go to the Book ot God with far 

| piness and power that might be ours? W hat" 

| NUS, er does it embrace carriages, which stream in | 

stores of information of 
children pick up by their ceaseless question- 

How often masters remarked 
that the best sign of promise in an apprentice 
1s the spirit of earnest inquiry into all the 
matters connected with his trade. And how 

all sorts do litle 

have 

richly in every domain of knowledge has the 
zealous inquirer been rewarded. Who will 
estimate, then, the gain of those who brine r the loss of those who fail to bri the 
standy of the infinite resources of the word of 
(rod the Spivit of an eagerly expectant in 

R40 
By 

quiry ? 

Bat pe rhaps the most serous result of the 

ich LOO 

effect it 

most 
d in this very cuts time, not 

by the declarations which can be made about 
it, but by the with 
sought it 1s vain for us to talk to our 
children Of Lhe ex ceding preciousness of the 
wealth of the Deriptures il they do not see 
that we 

deficiency of interest in the Bible wh 
often 1s mantfested among us is the 
has the 
things 18 estimate 

upon young I'he value of 

cagerness 

alter 

ourselves are eager In its pyursait, 
I'hose, on the other hand, who have struck 
gold have no need to advertise the fact, A 
crowd will S000 Zathe r round of its own 
‘ 3 Ul 

ac 

old Book) were brought more Lo the 
overy Caristian chureh and hot 

iront In 

me, that while 
‘ae Limes we live 1n are bringing 80 terribly 
0 Lhe front wfdelity, Popery and manifold 
delusions arise, that should also be brought 
to-the iront, in all its rich fulness and pe riect adaptation to all conditions and cir. Qmstances, 
which is ordained of God as the ali-suflicient 
and the only sufficic ot antidote to them all — 
that W ord of God whic h liveth and abideth 
WT ever; 
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AN END TO BE ATTAINED. 

An important end to be secured in the 
congregation is the faithful, regular and eon- 
stant attendance of the members upon all the 
church services. It is unavoidable that SOME 
are always prevented from attending. That 
the number of absentees is 80 much inc reased 
without a Prop r cause for absence 

evil and a great hindrance, 

15s 4 801 

The woo prevail- 
ing habit of allowing trivial circumstances or 
a want of disposition to attend to detain from 
the Church’s serv ices, should be corrected by 
eve ry possible influence which Can be brought 

to bear. It is the occasion of much backslid- 
ing, otf a want of Christian zeal, of a hindrance 
to others, and of discour Agement to | wastor 
and congregation 
To the individual member practicing the | 

evil habit rsierred to, It 18 fraught with the 
greatest danger, It is the beginning of a 

| course which, if not corrected, is likely Lo re- We are striving Lo enter upon an age of sult in spiritual declension and final ex Jlusion 
wom Christian privileges. The fact that the 
habit finds place in any individual case is 
evidence of a serious want in both spiritual 
pray er and intelligent thought, 
per religious interest, or correct 
the matter, would yeault in a careful guarding against the error. The heart warm in the 
love of God and earnest in his service can not 
possibly omit attending the services of the 
congregation without feeling a serious loss 
If the disposition to attend is wanting —the 
feeling to do 80—the grealey 

Kither a pro- 

reasoning in 

WM Lhe necessity 
LG eorreot such disposition, 

It certainly requires bet little reflection to 
#6e that the only rational way is 
low the feeling, or rather want o 
but rather the know! 

not tq al 

{4, to govern, 
edge of what is right and 

It is selt-imposed blindness 
not to see that neglecting to attend reg 
18 harmful to self and to the ¢ ) 
espoused, 

vl GaN, 

larly 

fuse professedly 

The evil Lieve considered brings to view a 
to-wit ; the duty 

of the pastor and membership, each one, con- 
tributing as far as possible to make all the 
services of the congregation interesticg and profitable to all who attend. Either a cold, 

| mechanical, uninterested and unprepared ser- 
| 

| 

| an equally 

vice rendered on the part of either has a chilling, 
deadening effect upon others, The shortcom- ings of the pastor in his duty very soon will 
allow of members to lose interest and remain | away. Also, members showing a want of in- terest, slipping into back seats, assuming a 
cheerless manner and showing a lack of religi- Gus earnestness or of interest in others, exert 

bad influence, When the minis. 
ter comes fully up to the enjoyment of his privilege as a faithful spiricual guide, and 
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which It 18 | 

Ba 
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mem bers do not come short of their privileges 
as he leads them * upon pastures and Nn greet 

beside still waters” ot heavenly graces, there 
will be felt an attract mn for all to attend. 
The very atm sphere of such an assembly, 
however small, is pleasant and inv igoraung 
to the languishing soul, D line nquents are 

exercises of the con- 
means should members 
one to correct the evil of 

They too, have a part to per- 
form in this work.— Christian World. 

thereby attracted to the 
gregation. By no 
look to the nastor al 
absenteeism. 
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THE TWO BABYLONS. 

There are certainly two Babylons men- 
tioned in the Bible. In the old Testament, 
we read, Isa, 18: 19, “Babylon. the glory 
of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldean’s 
excellency.” Inthe New Testament we read, 
Rev. 17: 5, “ Baby lon, the great, the mother 
ol harlots, and abominations of the earth,” 
and 17: 10, * that great city, Babylon, that 
mighty city.” The location of the ancient 
city was, on both sides of the river Euphrates 
about 252 miles southeast of Paimyra, an 
the same distance north we st of Susa and the 
Persian Gulf. The location of the modern 
Babylon is also distinctly marked, Rev. 17: 
¢. It is described as a woman arrayed in 
purple and scarlet color. See, in verse 9, 
“the seven are seven mountains on 
which the woman sitteth,” and verse eight. 
een, “and the woman which thou sawest in 
that great city, which reigneth over the kin 
of the earth.” The city upon seven hills is 
as well defined a locality as the city on both sides of the Euphrates. ~ The ancient city be- came the capital, so great and renowned as lo give its name to the vast empire of the 
Chaldeans. So the modern city, also the 
capital by reason of its greatness and renown, 
has given its name to a vast spiritual empire, 
The the ancient Cily was universal 
lespotism, to bring the whole human family 
under the dominion of one ruler. So also the 
ain of the modern Cily 1s an universal spirit. 
ual empire, to bring all minds and consciences 
under the ol one head. Anci- ent Babylon was the most vigliant, persever- 
ing, and terribly persecuting power and enemy of the true religion. Jerusalem, the 
city of God, the chosen place ot worship, suffered more from Babylon than from all 
other enemies, Thrice it was taken by her Kings ; its treasures were seized, its temple plundered, finally destroyed, and its inhabi- 
ants carried into captivity. For seventy 
years the temple and the city wers in rows, 
The modern city is described as “ Irunken 
with the blood of the saints and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus.” A few his torical facts are here in point. In 1362 the Protestants evacuated the city of Toulouse to the Roman Catholics. The latter, in viola 
tion of the ¢ x plicit terms of évacuation, mas- sacred 4000 Protestants, In 1862, three cen- 
turies after, the Roman Catholie bishop of 
Toulouse he id a jubilee Lo commemorate what 
he styled “ that glorious ey ent.” On the 21st of August, 1572, the chief men of the Hugue- 
NOLS were by HIVILALION ass mbled at Paris to 
celebrate the marriage ol the sister «¢ f the 
King to sa Huguenot At a concerted 

ght, the Roman Catholies, by 
u of the Pope at Rome, rashed 

less Protestants gnd slew, ic 
of the principal men, and 10,000 
Not less than 60,000 Huguenots perished in Rouen, Lyons, ( Irleany, and other 

places in France When Pope Gregory XIII, 
aeard of massacre, he instituted the 
most éolemn rejoicing, nnd caused a memori 
al medal to be struck Under Pope Julian 

he ads 

aim ot 

absolute rale 

prince, 
sg ai at mdm 

Special direct 

upon the defen 
Pars, 500 

others, 
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not less than 200,000 Protestants suffered 
death in seven years. No less than 100,000 were massacred by the | rench in the space 

In the war with the Albi. 
Waldenses the 

of three months. 
genses and number who per- shed amounted to one million. Within 30 
years the Jesuits destroved 900,000. In the Netherlands alone the Duke of Alva boasted 
that he had de spatched 36.000 by the common 
hangman, 1! perished in the Inquisi- 

pe rshed in the Irish mas- 
ey 1 his Dateh Republic Vol. L 

y "In the eighteen years of Tog- 
juemanda’s administration of the Ir quisition, 
10,200 were burped and 97,521 were 
punished wich inlamy, confiscation of pro- 
perty, or perpeiual imprisonment, so that the 
total number of families destroyed by this 
one Friar alose amounted to 107,501." Ae 
cordiag to the best estimate which can be 
made, the whole uumber of persons massacred, since the rise of this modern Babylon, amounts to pot less than fifty millions, Whether the 
Roman Catholic power has any just claim to this unenviable conspicaity as “ drunken with 
the blood of saints and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus,” the above historical facts 
may determine. - Ie v Win. Paxton, D, D, 
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RANDOM READINGS. 
You had better be POSOLE ol in your blood 

than in your pring iples. 

Your character ; cannot be essentially in- Jured except by your own acts. 

Pleasures which cannot be obtained but b 
unseasonable or unsuitable expense must ways end in pain; and pleasure which is ac- quired at the expense of another's pain, can never be such as a worthy mind can delight in, 

There is an accelerating progress in an ane godly course, increasing with the momentum of an avalanche when the first stages of its course have run, The descent into perdition 18 easy when the strivings of the passions are seconded by the dictates of the will. Sin- ner, I charge thee, beware lest thy sin become babit.— Rev, W. M. Punshon, D. D. 
A Buus 

popularly 
peoole, 

Law.—The people of Texas are 
supposed to be a rough, irreligious 
But the Legislature of that State, at Its last session, passed & law which would be denounced as “blue” had it been enacted in one of the New England States. It provides tor punishing profanity by a fine of one bun- dred dollars, if the obnoxious language is used within a certain distance of a dwelling house. I'he idea of the law 18, doubtless, : ; to pr the young from being demoralized by ev communications, 

If a church bave good principles as the basis on which it rests, it must expect oppo- sitlon as it tries to maintain and propagate them. This being so, every memoer ought to feel called upon to put forth all his ener- gies for the purpose of repelling assault and pushing forward its enterprises. In this there is often "a mistake, A Christian says—“ My church has an unexceptional creed, such as the gates of hell shall never be able ta destroy, therefore I peed not be anxious about it, for God will take care of his own” History, ilosophy and common observation all tell oo his mis- take, It can only exist and sneceed th the energetic action of those who are members, and when that is withheld it 
. ge estruction.- United 
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