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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 1877.

WHO RULES?

Keep silence ye people! Bishop Langevin has
spoken. His voice is the voice ot the Holy Catho-
lic Church. And Is not the voice of “the church”
the voice of God ! Let his utterance go out into
all the land ; East, West, North, South. Let all
the people hear, and hearing let them learn who is
supreme in Canada. He that dares do other than
submit, let 2im be “ apathema.”

Here are the plain facts, an election took place
in Bonaventure. The priests were activg partici-
pants in the contest. From the altars of their
churches and elsewhere they denounced the * liber
al Catholic” candidate, and threatened the with-
bolding of the sacraments of the church from all
who supported him. He was, therefore, defeated,
and the candidate championed by the priests elect-
ed. The election was protested. The judges who
tried the case ruled that the action of the priests
in threatening the refusal of the sacraments to
those who would not do their (the priests) bidding,
was exercising “ undue influence.” The whole
presthood is enraged. How dare any judges do
so?! How dare these particular judges, who are
Catholics ¥ The idea that any law should inter
fere with anything that a priest of “the holy
church” should do! Monstrous! and that such
law should be interpreted to apply to priests by
Catholic judges. More m()nslmus‘f Who ever
heard of such a thing ! *“ Ah ! our dear brethren,’
says the Bishop, “could we ever have believed
that, 10 our dear Canada, such propostions might
be publicly made trom the neight of a tribunal
withouat being received with a universal cry of
reprobatioa

But the judges being children of the church,
the bishop can have revenge on them. He will
teach them that where ‘‘ the church” is concerned,
the law they are appointed to administer must be
interpreted to agree with the declarations of “ the
sovereign Pontiff, gloriously reigning, the immmortal
Pious IX.”" And so he lets slip at them the ec
clesiastical thunder. Specifying the descisions of
the judges, he condemns them * as false and con-
trary o the teachings of the church”; and he de-
clares * tobeunworthy of the sacraments those who
sustain these propositions, or any of them, until they
shall have recanted.”

What effect this may have, who can tell 7 Wil
the jndges recant ? If so, what then ?

A case is before the Supreme Court, in which the
right of the Bishop's biother to the representation
of Charlevoix is being eontested ; two of the judges
are Catholies ; and it is boldly stated that the
Pastoral is intended quite as much ¢o iutimidate
the Court {in this case, as to punish the judges in
the Bonaventure case.

It is high time it was known who is supreme in
Canada—the Pope or the people. The constant
interference by Bishops with the Courts and Legis-
lature of the country is becomming exceedingly
annoying, and that it should go on anchecked is a
disgrace to the country, When will there be an
end of it ¥

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY.

It is the boast of the Papacy that it never
changes ; that 1t is the game everywhere and in all
ages. It is well to keep this in mind, to the end
that a better understanding of its designs may be
had. What it does in Spain, it of course would
do in Canada if the opportunity oflered. Bishop
Langevin hurls anathemas at the Courts of Canuda.,
His idea of religious * liberty "’ is identical with
that of the Bishop of Minorca, who has been utter
ing curses agaiost heretics in Span, Agasinst Pro
testant schools and their teachers he

thus:

We repeat our sentence of greater cu‘nmluUnjru
tion against heretics of every kind and description,
against their parents and their (ln.lxlr«n, their pu-
pils and preceptors, and all who sit at meat with
them, We excommunicate all who aid or look
kindiy on them: we excommuuicate the domestic
servants of all heretics; we excommunicate all who
shal! dare to let a room or & houyse to th«'m hu‘ (l'.«-
disgraceful teachings of their schoois or for their
talse worship, end every one who gives money, or
makes a loan, or leaves a legacy to ‘.~urh persons ;
we excommunicate every one who lives on terms
of friendship with thv_m. zun_! every one 'V‘\lu: (‘hm-\
to say or write a word in their defence. 'l I_n: clergy
of my diocese are commanded to read this oct on
three auccessive Sundays during dlymc service, and
to take good care that ifs injunctions are carried
out to the letter.

The Bishops of Canada have the same kindly

feeling towsrds the Free Bchools of this Province.
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ARGUMENTATION EXTRAORDINARY.

We have waited, before entering further upon
the question of strict communion, forthe Visitor to
review our two short articles upon the assumed

ure basis of this practice. In its jssues of
the 10th and the 17th January, it applies itself
earnestly to that work ; and now, we presume, we
are at liberty to proceed. Perbaps our readers
would like to know, before we go further, what
our contemporary did with these simple and short
articles, how it disposed of thewm ?

Literally, 1t has picked them into pieces ! It has
placed 5 bit bere and a bit there through its co-
lumns, dealt them out to its readers o smal! de-
tached portions, inquiring of them how they lik-
ed this, and what they thought of that, giving to
each bit light or shade, or crookfor twist, as fancy
led, and as the gquestion, and *he digestion of its
readers demanded.

Argumentatively, it has oeither done nor at-
tempted to do anything with them. We called
John the Baptist's system an *intermediate sys-
tem,” and showed plainly and conclusively that
his baptism was not Christian, and never became
‘:.nrm’onq had not the courage to attempt
to meet or refute omr terse argument upon this,
but set up o target of its own to shoot at. It says
we “ had the hardihood to pronounce thet John's
is ot Christian baptiem, but an old Jewish rite
like circumcision.” The former part of this is true,
the latter false. We had * the hardibood” not
ouly to # pronounce,” but to prove, and that far
oo lly to suit the Visitor, that John's is not
yristian baptiem : but we never * pronounced,”
ed, por insinnated that it was “ an old
‘We bold that his baptism is neither

wish, and our argument and words
this point, that they cannot be

fulminates

rite, it is therefore Christian. Thus having denied
at considerable length what no one ever asserted,
it assumes from that denial the very thing it was
incumbent upon it to prove. This may be good
close communion arguing, but we are persnaded it
would not serve any other cause under heaven.
“~Another gratuity affords ground for filling out
the review, if such it may be called, of our article
on John's baptism. We said, “ while filling up
the measure of the ceremonial law, in his character
of antitype, or while observing John’s ritual, he
occupiedno place in the new dispensation ; his ac-
tion therein was limited to the forms and inten-
tions of the systems established before his mission
began, and which, since they could not be called
Christian before his obserysnce of them, have no
right, by virtue of his act, to that name or distine-
tion. They were still Jewish and Johannic.” Our
remarks limit the thought to ritual observances,
and cannot, by any possible interpretation, be said
to imply anything else. Yet our contemporary, to
make for itself a foothold, says: “ According to
the INTELLIGENCKRR our Lord while on earth occu-
pied no place in the new dispensation,” and in-
terprets this as written of the moral instruction
Christ continually gave, covering the doctrinal and
practical Christian ground of the new kingdom,
This imputation is as far trom fact as the former:
and the words spent upon it are altogether as in-
applicable to the subject they profess to treat of.
While Christ was fulfilling the law hie acts must
have been strictly limited to the intentions of that
law. On no other condition could he fulfil it
If his observance of the Jewish ritunal, and of
Juhn’s, was with any other Intention than strict
and perfect submission to them, or if he thereby
really and intentionully accomphshed any other
purpose than the fulfilment of them, he was not
the Christ prefigured in the Jewish code, and the
world, as the Jews believe, has still to expect the
advent cf that sublime character, of whom Moses
and the prophets declare so much, To this pain-
tul conclusion close communion directly leads,
80 far as it teaches that Christ’s submission to
John’s baptism actually or purposely changed the
character and intention of that rite, or transferred
it into a system different from that to which it by
divine appointment appertained.

We regard what the Visitor says upon this lat-
ter imputation, as having but very little relevancy
to showing that Christ did occupy any place,
even as itselt interprets those words, in the new
dispensation, and as having none whatever to the
point it makes a show of attempting to prove,—
that John's was Christian baptism.

Christ came to close up the systems which fore-
shadowed him and his sprritnal kingdom ; and the
final act in the grand drama was his death, Until
that event, pre-existing systems did not cease to
be binding ; that event rendered their forms and
ceremonies null by removing all cause for them.
While filling up the measure of these systems, we
repeat, it was not competent for him to repeat or
amend, or annul any divinely established ceremony,
or to introduce and practice what should supersede
such ceremony while it had force, that 1s, while he
lived upon earth. He came to fulfil, not to abro-
gate, or disregard, what had been appointed. In
bis téachieg be interpreted properly, and ampli-
fied and enforced the moral code, and never once
pretended to teach’ contrary to it. * What is writ
ten in the Law ! bow readest thou ?” His
commandment”

“new
was new only in form ; it was
nothing different from those given by Moses for
the direction of social conduct, or in addition to
them ; it was a simple embodiment of their spirit,
He went beyond the generally understood limits
of the law, in bis teachings respecting the new
birth, and the influences ot the Spirit; but wheth
er even in this he did more than amplity and
rightly interpret the true intention of the law, is a
question not to be settled by a simple assertion,
but requiring carefdl treatment and just discrimi
nation.

Jut we were not speaking of his moral teach-
ings, but of outward ceremonics, and we have no
hesitancy in declaring our firm conviction that he
peither did nor consistently could, and what he
could not consistently do, he could not do at all,
take the
place of one then in force, and be practised while

inttoduce any ceremony which should

he lived, Before he could establish new rites Le
had to take away the old ones; see Heb. x. 9: and
these were fulfilled and taken away by his death,

and not before it. He instituted the supper on

the eveuing before his death ; he gayve the disciples
instruction as to its form and intention while he

was yet with them. But his participating in it

with them robs it of its character of a memorial

feast, ic that particular instance of its adminmstra

tion, His object appears to have been to instruct

his {ollowers concerning it, rather than to actually
administer it in the intention for which he appoint-

ed it. As a memorial feast, it could not be vractic-

ed till atter his death. It could have uo l,:ml in
any system while he lived, and under his direction,
| \\';' l;lnu-,'.,\u-:-l the Visitor to say that it was es-
| tablished and practiced g8 & Christian ordinance,
and that it superseded the passover, before Christ's
death If its words have not this meaning, lhl‘_\'
have none, or none pertinent to the question. The
the ghsurdity

error aad of this are about equal,

So far as the passover pojuted to Chnist, in thesig-
nificance of the typical lamb, it was & {egsy hinding
upon the Jews up to the very hour of Christ's
desth. It could not be superseded ; its nature and

Nor could
the memorial supper be suvstituted for jt, or have

its appointment forbide such a thing.
any place in a typical system. It was directed to
be eaten 1 memory of Christ, and to show forth
his actual death; not to typity it, but to com-
memorate it. It could not thereforg, in the nature
of things, be practiced as a rite, until that event
which it was designed to commemorate had trans-
pired, The intention of the two rites shows
plainly that ¢ne could pot he substituted tor .lh‘(‘
other, even if the first could have been superseave,
The oue celebrated the passing of the destroying
angel over the Israelite families in Egypt. Exodus
xii, 26-27: * When your children shall say unto
you * what mean yon by this service ¥’ ye shall say,
‘1t is the sacrifice of the Lord’s passover, who pass-
ed over the houses of the childreu of Israel in
Egypt, when he smote the Egyptians, aad deliver-
ed our houses.'” The other celebrates Christ's
death. *“ Do this in remembraace of me.” * For
s often as ye eat this bread, and drivk this cup,
ye do show the Lord’s death till he come.” How
the latter of these two rites could supersede, or be
a substitute for, the former, & a close communion
mystery, we shall not attempt to unravel, And how
a rite which, in all its appurtenances, simply com-
memorates an event, could, in the very same inten-
tion, typily the same event, passes our compre-
hension,

The number of the errors, and the magnitude ot
them, which cluster around close communion, and
which are essential to its support, are perfectly
marvellous. Says our contemporary : * Here is a
new kingdom, organized, taught and governed by
onr Lord, with doctrines, laws and ordinances of
its own,” while he was on earth, Now we need
not stop to inquire what is meant by this * new
kingdom,” whether it is the christian dispensa-
tion or something else, Close communion requires
it to be the chrstian dispensation, and we pre-
sume that opr contemporary means just that. And
therein lies the mystesy, Mow it could be that
the Bupreme Head of the chureh, jyst and right
and orderly in all his ways and doings, could and
did, in #0 small g territory as Palestine, amcngst
a people of one race, speaking one lasguage ; a peo-
ple who had, by many great and seveye chgstise-
ments, snd frequent munifestations of divine pre-
sence and supervision, been grounded n a peculiar
zeligious system and faith, and taught abhorrence

of all others, establish another system of worship

Mitistry,—and have these systems contempo-
raneous for three yefrs, each of them solely lawful
and obligatory, with a nature and an intention to
exclude and nulhfy the other, is a thing which
may have been revealed to close communionists for
their comfort, and for the foundation and support
ot their peculiar dogma, but it is a thing so con-
trary to reason, and so far beyond the grasp of our
imagination to conceive the necessity or the justice
of, that we must be excused from believing it until
the fact shall have been revealed to us also, or un-
til evidence adequate to certify such extraordinary
and anomalous doings by the Divine Legislator,
shall have been presented us. The most unpreten-
tious Legislature among men would never perpe-
trate such irregularities, unless by oversight. They
would declare one law or system abrogated on the
very day another having differest provisions and
traverse intentions should come ir force. Yet here
are two systems so connected that the inception of
the one can only be through the voidance of the
other, each of which is made so comprehensive in
its provisions, and so exclusive in 1ts nature, as
not to admit, while it had force, the necessity, or
the authority, or the existence of any other law or
system pertaining to the same duties and principles,
declared to exist together by divine appointment,
under the same divine Governor, amongst the same
people exclusively, for three successive years, with-
out any attempt to repeal the one, or disposition to
retire the other! How shall we esteem the ex-
pounder ot Bible truth, who, for the furtherance of
his own purposes, imputes such extraordinary irre-
gularities to the deliberate performance ot the di-
vine mind ? or the “intelligence” and loyalty to
truth of those whose orthodoxy consists of such
absurdities §

We understand the kingdom of Christ to be a
spiritual kingdom, governed, taught, and operated
by and through that divine énergy, the Holy
Spirit, and that this divine Person entered officially
upon his work as administrator of this kingdom
on the day of Pentecost ; that, during Christ’s hu-
miliation, the Spirit was not with the church or
the world in the character or capacity he now sus-
tains, and that it was necessary for Christ to with-
draw from the world 1n order that he might come
and enter upon his work. Christ had labored to
teack, and had sent his disciples to teach among
the Jews some of the doctrines of the coming king-
dom, and the significant fact that * the kingdom
of heaven was at hand ;” but there had been m
some ways comparatively little accomplished by
these means, However well the educated Jew.
who received not Christ, may have understood
trom the Scriptures the true mission of the Messiah,
it is very certain that those, generally, who received
Jesus as the Son of God had no notion whatever
of his proper mission. No one had reccived spir-
itua! enlightenmert, none had been born into the
spiritual kingdom, or understood anything prac-
tically.about it. Spiritual darkness and general
misconception prevailed up to the advent of the
Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. How it
could be that this spiritual kingdom, which is
founded in the spiritual experiences and enlight-
enment of its subjects, could exist among men
when the only recognized members of it had no
knowledge or conception of the operations, forces,
or intentions, which alone could constitute them
members of it, is something we should like to be
informed upon. At present we are persuaded it
A spiritual kingdom without spirit-
ual control—the control of a spiritual agent—or
spiritnal character, or (~iti7.(-nshi9 in 1ts subjects,
would be an anomaly in earth or heaven. It was
not, therefore, till the advent of the Holy Spirit
on the day of Pentecost that Christ’s spiritual
kingdom, as it exists to-day, took form and inde-
pendent life,

could not be,

Two sacred ceremonies are recognized i the
Christian system ; one, a public consecration of the
subject to its divine Author; the other, a public
celebration of the Author's death and sufferings.
These are its most significant outward attests, and
the most important counnectives in its attachment
to the material world, so to speak, and in uniting
under one government all races and classes of men
These are the sensible badges by which a subject of
the heavenly kingdom 1s distinguished. They are
now, and, in our opinion, have from the first been
component and essential parts ot that system.
Besides them the system kas no bond or ritual by
whigh the paturalization of man, temporarily, as a
subject of that heavenly kingdom, can be estab
lished or declared. Though this kingdom is 8 pir-
itual, it is planted 1n the earth, and includes those

temporal substantialities which connect with srd
are controlled by the spiritual ; otherwise it could
have no foothold in a temporal world, And these
substantialities are the persocs of men. The

kingdom does not consist of superficial territ iy,
but of the citizenship of men, * Our citizenship is
“I beseech you, therefore,
by the mercies of God, thut ye present your bodies,”
&e.; in another place, “ Body, soul, and spirit”
must be joined in membership in this kingdom,
We understand “baptism to be that ceremony, as
intimated by Pasul, by which the citizenship of
man is, in the temporal sense, established, and by
which spiritual citizenship is

in heaven,” says Paul.

declared. The
Visitor finds it necessary, however, to declare that
baptism has nothing whatever to do with consti-
tuting discipleship, that is, citizenship in this
kingdom, What can be said of a theory which
thus on every point charges God with solly ? But
aside from that, if these two ceremonies are com
ponent and essential parts of the Christian system,
which they are, how can that state of things be
called the Christian dispensation in which neither
one of them exsted §

— .o
EDITORIAL NOTES AND COMMENTS.

$5,000,000,—1t is stated that Sir Arthur Guin-

ness has retired from the well known RBrewery,

taking a million pounds as his share of the profits

of the businegs. .. ~hodv has undertaken to com-

Arthur his millions. Perhaps a million lives have

been blasted in order that he might have the
pounds,

pute what it has cost other people to guge '

~Tue Wonk BeGuN.—The evangelists begun
work in Boston last Sabbath. The Tabernacle
was crowded as soon as opened, and thousands had
to go away, being unable to get in. There is pro
mise of great work being done, Boston papers say
nothing is more evident than that a powerful spiri-
tual impression is already resting upon the hearts
of Christians. God is breathing upon them a spirit
of supphcation, a hungering for righteoyspess, a
burden for souls, and a panting uiter personal
holiness. All these are most significant sigus of a
great and gracious work,

~—~AFTER THE BENEDICTION.— Here is something
for Ministers and Chureh goers, to think about and
profit by, Dr. Ryersom, who is spending some
time in London, writes to the Christian (Fuardian
as follows of an important matter : “ There is one
thing which I have witnessed in all the places of
worship without tion, that I have attended—
Church of KEngland, Wesleyans, Baptists, agd
Congregationalis at is, a winute's silent m«r
after the benediction, so solemuizing and imp ve
to the mind and heart in the last act of worship in
the house of God. I can easily imagine the
shock that members of auy ot the Churches in
England must feel (as some of them have expressed
to me) in visiting some places of public worstup in
Capada, and bearing people jumping up and
hastening their preparations for departure at the
very moment, and soetimes before, the minister
proounces the final Amen. How muck better for
the whele congregation ‘o follow that Amen with
8 short silent rn er for the divine blessing before
they leave thely places I”

~ABouT RiGur,—We mean that the New York
Observer 18 sbout right when it condemns the al-
most urniversal praetice, i will making, of giving
daughters o much less than sons. It eays: “ What
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ly to make mouey so readily as men are, and they
certainly ;have just as strong claims upon the
parental nty. It may be well to protect them
sgainst the wiles of men by putting safeguards
about it, but the daughters should have as much,
and in many cases more than the sons.,” And
all the more (says another), because, in sich eases,
parental indulgence has most commonly made the
daughters peculiarly helpless, unfurnished for a
struggle with difficulties.

—How 1o SucceED.—Dr. Fish 18 successful in
bringing men to Christ. In a tract entitled “ Soul
Saving” he explains his success. Referring to the
fact hat during a pastorate of twenty years, 1400
persons, - professed faith in Christ, hesays: “1
wish to put on record, that I have never been
blessed with many conversions without specially
and patiently seeking that result. In every case 1
have particularly undertaken to secure the blessing,
before the blessing came. I have planned and
worked for it. Sometimes I have failed. Mistakes,
errors of judgment, have marred and hindered the
work. But I do deeply and intensely believe, on a
review of the past,that the greatest mistake I could
possibly have made, had been to undertake nothing.

I know that if special effort had not been put forth
the blessing had not come”

Would not other Churches, which now complain
that they do not grow, bave similar success if
they would prepare for it and earnestly seek it.

—A  REVIVAL—~The Journal and . Messenger
speaks to the point when it says “ It is not often
God grants to a church & great revival while the
membership is indifferent. Indeed, the fundamental
idea of a revival is, as we said 1n these columns a
few weeks ago, a quickening of what was once
before alive. It is a figurative expression. A re-
vival of religion ie, first of all, a re-awakening of
those who have been born of the Spirit. When Jesus
comes to save souls, to raise the dead from the
graves into which sin bas laid them, he first of all
calls for those who ought to be witnesses and fel-
low-laborers with himself,

EpvcaTep BoLprers.—It used *o be thought
that it was not necessary for a soldier to have any
education, perhaps that he was a better soldier
without education. Not so do they think now. We
see 1t stated that the Swiss are making a very
praiseworthy effort to have an intelhgent army,
after the manner of Prussia. They purpose (says
the N. Y. Advocate) reducing the term of service ac-
cording to the grade of intelligence, being con-
vinced that a young man of good school training
can learn more in the army in a year than a dolt
in three times thai period. TLte results is that a
new recruit wno can stand a good examination m
the ordinary school studies will be released in a
year from uctive duty, and placed among the re-
serves ; and, in addition to this, he will likely be
stationed at posts, where he may have education
privileges to continue his studies in spare hours,
and thereby reduce the tedium of idle hours which
demoralize the soldier.

Asa corsequence, the common schools are receiy-
ing more attention, to the end that they may afford
a good opportunity to those who desire to profit
by them in preparing for their military service.
The result will be a very material elevation of the
army, morally and intellectnally, as wel: as in the
line of social grade. Such a messare will also
render it popular, and cause the people as such to a
more loyal and intelligent interest in its develop
ment. This system has been an element of strength
in the Prussian army for years,

— ALLIANGE MEETING.-The first annual meeting
of the Dominion Alliance for the suppression of
the liquor traflic, is to be held in Ottawa on the
14th inst, Reports will be read, amendments to
the constitution proposed and acted upon, (:ﬁ]cern
elected, council for the emsuing year organmized,
and a series of resolutions bearing upon the finances,
the principles and policy of the Alliance, and the
position and progress of the movement, submitted
for consideration,

—————- e

MISSIONARY NEWS.

Carcurra.—The Bombay Guardian says, that
during the week commencing Nov. 6th, there had
been spccial religious services every night in a
great hall, conducted by Rev. Dr. Thoburn, The
hall was full night atter night. Chnst was set
forth as able and willing to save unto the utter-
most, without gelay, all that believe. With per-
spicuity and directness, with great power of elo-
(uence, with apt and impressive illustrations, with
carpestness and pathos, and a singular felicity of
diction, the preacher songht to command the love
0l God to his hearers, and not in vain, At every
meeting a number came out as seekers of salvation
and many are now rejoicing in a newly tound
Davioyr,

Tuk rimst KvANGELIST in Raratonga, one of the
group of Cook’s Island, has passed awav, His
name was Teana. In his youth, says the Indepen-
dent, he was a thorough going heathen, and a can-
nibal, too, Neurly fifty years ago he was converted,
and he became a zealous evangelist, Under his
iabors whole tribes were corverted from idolatry
to Christianity, He showed as much courage as
an evangelist as he did in the days when he was
the leader of & band of savages. Hetraveled in an
open canoe from island to island, at the risk of his
lite, endeavoring to remove prejudices of the peopie
and prepare them to reccive the European misgion-
aries,

Russian Cuuren.—The Independent records that
a missionary of the Russian Church in Japan
writes that there are now 3,000 Orthodox Chris-
tians in that country and the mission presents a
most encouraging aspect, * The schools for both
suxes increase, both in their number and 1 the
| number of scholarg, both of Christian and ot hea-
then ehildren, attendiong them. Orthodox teaching
is more extended. At the present time one of
the greatest desires and needs of Othordox Chris-
tiaus is beginning to be fulfilled—to have books
for their edification agd jnstruction supphed by cur
own mission. At ¥Yeddo a Ithographic establish-
n:ent has been in operation, yoder the charge of
Father Nicholas, since Easter, and our books bave
aready begun to appear, after nearly tour years of
waiting. Bome small books bave been published
in language suited to the comprehension of the
common people and preparation has been made for
prinung other books,”

CevioN.—A Daptist missionary writes to the
London Missionary Herald a review of the progress
of missions in Ceylon. He says ii ithie fathers of
the Evangelical missions in Ceylon of fifty or even
twenty years ago could have seen the results of the
present day they would have been greatly rejoiced.
* Numyers of native ghutgnes salsoribing largely
tothe support of their pastorate and several of them
entirely independent of foreign ald; numbers of
native missionaries as thoroughly devoted to the
work of the ministry as even those pioneer mission-
aries themselves were ; Christian schools spread as
a network all over the land, and filled not only
with boys but also with girls, And all this in lit.
tle wore than hall & centyry. {ioe of the very
earliest missionaries in the Borth of the island has
ouly lately passed away: the first conyert who
joined the mssjon chqrchcs still lives; girls in
hyndreds, who eoujd oply be entiged to the board-
ing-schools by Yribes, are not yet old women, and
are now glad to pay that their grand-daughters
may enjoy the privileges which they themselves
got for pothing.” The native missionaries connect-
ed with the American Baptist and Wesleyan mis-
slons have more than doubled in number in the
last ten years, the present number being seventy,
In the last decade the pative ministers have great-
ly increased in influence and usetuluess. “They are
now becoming settled pastors over pative churches
und are more fully filling the missionary’s place.

Jarax —The Missionary Herald for February has
some jnteresting correspondencé from ‘missionaries
of the Amencan Board'in Japan, Dr, Berry writes
from Kobe that it is pleasant to witness the eviden-
ces of a development of Christian character amon
the native Ohristians in their solicitude for eac
other's welfare, His report on the management of
some of the Japan prisons, to his eurprise and
gratification, has been printed by the government,
with all its * testimony 88 to the value of Christian
teaching as a reformatory agent.” Mr. Atkinson,
writing of the organization of a church 1 Hiogo,
belle how gome p tbpr!}m who had been in
the babit of working on Bundsy arranged ii so as
to observe that. dsy. Oue of the mem an old
lady, who earned a bare living by working cvery
fay, cculd not rest on Sunday without starving’;
ni‘:p w to board her around at
their houss '

-m.“' faithful exceedingly in that land

three or four churches, which will, I think, socon
be formed ; hundreds, if not thousands of Bibles
and other religious books have been sold and
tracts freely seattered ; the governor has overcome
bis prejudices, and row says be will forward re-
quests for as many American teachers as are need-
cd in the school; and the latest one opened 18
Miss Starkweather's school for girls, now compos-

ed of twelve pupils, though we are expecting more
soon,”
R S -

DENOMINATIONAL.

HARMONY QUARTERLY MEETING REPORT. — Dear
Bro.—We held the Second Session of the H. Q. M.
with the church at east Port Medway, Queens Co.,
commencing on Friday, January 12th, 1877. The
attendance was not large from two reasons: Jirst,
on account of the notice ; second, on aceount of the
weather and lack of real denominational interest.
This last mentioned lack you must realise to some
extent, when you are aware that there are so many
Free Baptists in this County, and yet so few to
patronize the INTELLIGENCER. The weather was
very stormy during the time of the meeting, but the
people of the place manifested a good interest by
turning out in mass to meet in social conference :
and we enjoyed a very comforting season in ser-
ving the Lord,

The prospect is fair in that place for a good re-
vival. It seems to me all that is needed is good
earnest faith{ul labour, and souls must be gathered
into the fold of Chnist. There was nothing of
special importance in the business of the Q. M. ;
and we spent the time to the best advantage
trying to serve God and do good.

T. O. DeEWrrt, Q. M. Clerk.
East Port Medway, Jan. 15, 1877.

DoxaTioN 16 FaTuER Swism.— Dear Bro. MeLeod
—On the evening of the 20th inst., quite a number
oi the numerous friends of our esteemed father in
the gospel, Rev. Albert Swim, quite surprised him
and his good wife, by surrounding and taking
possession of their home, for the purpose of giving
another expression of their care for them in their
old age.

The weather was all that could be desiged.
Sleighing good. The jingling of the bells and
bappy voices, told of the coming together of the
young, the middle aged, and old. The happy ex-
pression on every face, showed the exalted influ-
ence of good doing upon the Puman heart. The
pleasant rooms were soon quite filled with the
friendly visitants., Some of whom (the ladies) at
once arranged the tables, which were quickly
loaded with the tempting viands which they had
brought for the occasion. Al Present ‘were well
filled, aud many baskets full left, which, I think,
will be a proof for many days, that the venerable
pair and their family, are not the poorer, so far as
the supper is concerned.

After ull had done ample justice to the good
things, and much pleasant conversation was en-
Jjoyed, the useful articles and provisions were look-
ed after, and an account taken, showing that at
least they were worth $48, also cash, $33.84,
amounting to $81.34. Rev. William Downey, in
bebalf of the donors presented this to Elder Swim,
with appropriate remarks.

Elder Swim replied in fitting words, showing
how deeply grateful he was tor the kindness of his
friends. Rev. J. I. Porter then offered prayer ;
after which the friends took a cheerful leave, feel-
ing it better to give than to receive.

Elder Bwim wishes to hereby express his grati-
tude and thanks to those friends that were not
pregent, but sent their gifts ; and especially to the
persons who collected and brought them to him.

J. L. PoRrTER,
Barrington, Jan. 20, 1877,

LErTER vroM Rev. A. Kisvey,—Dear Brother
MeclLeod—q continued the special meeting at Wil-
son’s Beach, Campobello, up to the 11th instant,
with good interest. At the close of the meeting,
the interest was as good as at any time during the
revival. Fourmore have been baptized, and others
are waiting to go forward on my return. I have
concluded to labour with them half of the time
this year. I think of holding special meetings
with other churches on the Island that are desti-
tute of pastors, There are four without pastors,
viz.: Welch Pool, North Head, Grand Harbor, and
White Head ; and they need labour very much,
If some of our ministers could come this way, they
would find inviting fields and appreciative con-
gfegations. Brother Brown is laboring with Seal
Cove Charch ; and he occasionally visits others,
The weather has been so stormy that it has been
much against special meetinge.

I hope to get some more new subscribers for
INTELLIGENCER soon. The visit of Dr. Phillips to
the Islands was timely, and a great benefit to the

Mission cause. Yours, &ec. Aarox KisNgey,
North Head, Grand Manau, Jan. 25, 1877,

ACENOWLEDGMENT.—Rev. O. M. Bubar, writes
of the donation made him by his Norton friends.
As an account of it was given in a letter from Bro.
Hartley two weeks ago, we omit all execept the
words of thanks. Re says:

I most earnestly thank the kind-hearted people
for their liberal donation ; and especially Brother
and Sister Patriquan, who so willingly opened
their house for the donatior party.

1 would also acknowledge the gift of a very nice
buffalo (worth $11,) from my friends at Midland,

This tuken of kindness is very much due to Mrs.
Geo. Cosman, who was untiring in her efforts to
collect money nece ssary to purchase the buffalo,

May the Lord bless the people,

Yours, &c., 0. M. Busar.

January 25, 1877,

DoxNarions.—Bro. McLeod : Allow me through
the INTELLIGENCER Yo express my thanks to my
friends at Hall's Harbor and Ceutreville for their
donations. On New Years I received a nice sleigh

robe from the friends ai Centreville. On the after-

noon of the 10th the friends at Hall's Harbor gath-
ered at the house of Bre. John Steele, and after

partaking ot a well-arranged tea, Bro. 8. Whitney
presented me, on behalf of the donors, with $50.00.

On the eyenipg of the 19th, the friends at Centre.
ville met in the Hall, and after a pleasant evening,

Bro. J. M, Rogal, on their behalf, presented me

with $25.00. These are real donations, supplements
to what they have already done.
the words of inspiration true, * It is more blessed
to give than to receive.”

May they know

May our Fatbher, bless
them more and more, is apd will be ihe prayer of

8. Nasox Rovaw,
Cunning, N, 8., Jau. 23, 1877,

NoxaTioN. —We learn trom the Woodstock Sen-

tinel that * a large vomber of the friends of Rev.
G. W. Mcbonald mey at that gentleman’'s residence
on Tuesday evening, passed a few hours very
agreeably, and went away leaving Mr, McDonald
some $80 richber for the visit.”

T — ® ¢ —

SuA\'mus.-Tpe first Roman journal was an an-

nual, issued 2,000 yéarn ago. The news was written
on white wooden tablets. ... Mr. Gladstone, it is
said, Las realized the extraordinary sum of $60,000
from his pasmphlet on the Bulgarian Horrors.”,

Rev. Newman Hall's Church, London, has 2,000
members ; it maintains thirteen Bunday-shools
seventeen lodging hcuses, a Christian Instruction
Society, and has about forty weekly servicés for
the poor....According to the latest report of re-
ligions statisties of Richmond, Va., every grown-
up colored person is & member of a church, and
pearly all of them are Baptists....At a public
meeting in Chicago, Mr. Moody stated that the
royalty of Mr, P, P. Bliss’s musical publigations
had amonnted to aboyt §G0,000, all of which has
been devoted to charitable purposes. “1 once
asked bim,"” said Mr, Moody, * to take $5,000 for

bimself, telling bim I thought he needed it ; but be

would not take a farthing....An all day prayer-
meeting was held in Broomfield 8t, Church, Boston
last week ”...An entire congregation of Roman
Catholic Germans in Rome, New York, ‘were re-
cently received iuto the Episcopal Church....An
exchange says & Sunday afternvon devoted to
securing subscribers for a religious paper, will be
well spent. An effort to introduce it among the
families of a neighborhood is true mussionary
work. We think so too ...It is stated that the

}:dum uewspaper 1a Lisbon, has come out with a

werful assault upon the Coutessional. This has

| darkness. . .. Some prominent Ne:

R A

incurred in addition to its t very heavy ex-
 ehatien of St Y

alist Church at Keswick Ridge, was dedicated last
Sabbath. ... Union Meetings are being held in
Yarmouth, the Congregational, Raptist, Methodist
and Presbyterian churches participating. The at-
tendance is large and the interest good. . ..Cincin-
atti wants Moody and Sankey after they get
through in Boston. Special religious services are
to be held to prepare for them....The meetings

being held in Newburyport by Rev. E. P. Ham-
mond, are being greatly blessed.

.
s

AMONG OUR EXCHANGES.

DON'T GO WEST TOO HASTILY.
[Boston Globe.]

A letter from San Francisco recently published
warns people out of employment and out of means
against coming to the Pacific coast in expectation
of relief. It says that thousands of people who
had been led to look at that region as a lané of
plenty and comfort are in a worse state than they
were ever in the East. All employments are crowd-
ed and many poor tamilies find themselves 1 a
condition of dest:tution, with nothing to do and
no prospect ahead of them. In many cases they
have been induced to go to Calitornia by the
glowing representations of agents of transportation
companies, whose only object was to increase the

rofits of their employers. It is all very well to go

est and buy a farm if you have the wherewithal
‘0 make the purchase, but tor one who has only
the labor of his hands to invest, this is not a good
time for emigration,

To be sure we have been having hard times, and
many people find it no easy matter to keep the
wolf from the door. But those who find it difficult
to get employment, and have not the wherewithal
to subsist without it, take a terrible risk when
they leave their homes and acquaintance to go
among strangers, with no immediate prospect of
betteriog their condition. Unless they know what
they are coming to, and bave a reasonable assurance
of steady work and the conditions of comfortable
subsistence, they would much better remain where
they are, and rather suffer those ills they have
than flee to others that they know not of. The
chances are that il they use up theh siender
resources in going to Colorado or California in the
mere hope of finding a land of plenty and ease,
they will find themselves there worse off by what
it costs to get there and with no better prospects
before them. The hard times are no local com-
plaint. Their effects are felt everywhere, and 1t is
the worst of all possible times to go from one com-
munity to another, when all are overstocked with
laborers and ill-supplied with the means for their
employment,

THE BUSINESS OUTLOOK FoR 1877.
(Presbyterian Witness.)

Thas is a title of a circular just issued by Messre,
Dun, Wiman & Co. It is 4s impressive as any
homily that has been preached since the beginning
of this year. The failures during the past year
have been very numerous, and an immense amount
of money was involved. In 1878 the failures in
the Dominion rnumbered 994, and the liabilities
amounted to 12,000,000, In 1874 the number 966,
and the liabilities were $7,600,000. Then came
the crash of hard tumes, when in 1875 no fewer
than 1968 houses failed, with liabilities amounting
to $28,800,000. The last year was little, very
little, better, the failures numbering 1728, and the
amount reaching $25,500,000. Thus, last year,
one in every 82 in business failed ! In the United
States the failures numbered only 1 in 69, That is
te say, twice the number of persons fail AmMOong us
in proportion to the numbers engaged in business,
This is exceedingly discreditable to Canada.
The crops—especially the whest crop in Ontario—
proved a comparative failure, and this is a serious
loss to tie country. The lumber trade is also very
dull, chiefly on account of over production in
other years. It is well that the forests should
have a little rest, otherwise they would soon be
destroyed.

Special attention should be directed to the fel-
lowing paragraph from the Circular before us:

Notwithstanding three years of depression, in which
the failures in Canada have been in greatey proportion
te the number engaged than in any other country, there
is lo-day a greater number of persons in business, in
proportion to the trade to be done, than in any other
country whose statistics are available. The conclusion
is irresistible, that the business of the country will
not gain in health or gafety, until there is a change
in this respect, Either the business must grow
greatly in extent, or 1t must be divided among a
less number, or the prospect of profit must be
abandoned.

The wmeaning of all this is that a great anany
persons are engaged in shop-keeping who should
be engaged otherwise—tilling the soil, sailling on
the ocean, or at work in some productive employ-
ment, We want our young men to take a note of
this. Trade is overdone, Shop-keepers run enor-
mous risks, Whereas the farmer will always find
an ample market for all he can raige, with fair
prices. He is always adding to his capital,—
always independent, never ic janger of failure,

The tailures in Canada the last two years num-
ber nearly four thousand occurring among fifty
thousand” traders, is a proportion indicative of
something radically wrong jun the trade of a rich
country, At this rate, in ten years every second
business msn in Canada may succumb! The
gross liabilities of failed estates during the two
years arc over fitly milliovs ot dollars, a sum barely
equalled by the entire exports of grain in that
period ! Of this fifty millions, at least thirty
millions have been irrevocably lost, and when this

amount is divided among the limited number of’

first hands which comprise the Merchants, Manu-
facturers and Bankers, the marvel is that they have
stood these calamities with so few signg of distress,
It is time to adopt some pnlic{' that will lessen these
disasters A lessened number of traders, and a
higher standard of credit, are the first essentials.
Not only ghould those who demonstrate their unfit-
ness for trade be compelled to adopt some other
means ot living, but no encouragement shouald be
afforded to new concerns who seek eredit to do a
business in already overgrowded localities. Active
and available capital, instead of real estate, should
be the basis of credit, in addition to capacity
already developed and character already tested.
Credit based mainly on res) estate is & delusion
and a snare, for it iz wot capital available but lock-
ed up. Lack of capacity demonstrated in fosmer
failures, want of character, and a crowded locality
overdone with business afe considerations that
must be more weighed by dispeusers of credit
than they have been, if ascondition of health and
salety is to be reached by the trade of the country.

Nova Beotia is not the best of the Provinces in
regard to failures : we fear she is as bad &8 the
worst. In 1873 her failures aggregated a larger
amount than either Ontario or Quebec, Even in
1876 our failures invoived $1,400,000, Our earn-
est hopo is (hat * middle men” will decrease in
number, and the {rade may thus become more
profitable to all engaged 1n it,

PROTESTANT MISSIONS IN TURKEY.
The N. Y. Independent says :—The news from the

missionaries of the American Bosrd in Turkey is
very ‘favorable. They have not been interrupted
in their labors, so far, though the political situation
is not hopetul. Mr. Byington writes that * the
confidence and good-will of the Bulgarises are
being gained as never betore,” Mr. Bond states
that the Mohammeday, festival at Eski Zagra, Oct,
20th, which wag the time set for a genera] mussacre
of the Christians, passed off quietly, At Talas, in
the Cesarea field, the Turks have prevented the
hanging of the church-bell; but the number of
members is increasing, Six were received on a
recent Babbath, The native Christians of Hadjin,
an outstation in Central Turkey, appeal to the
Board to send a missionary to the town, which
containg about 20,000 Armenians. Since the death
of Mr, Cofling, their first missiona , Bix ar seven
years ago, they have been served oecasionally by
missionaries or studepts from Marash. The Pro-
testant commanity numbers about 300, Mr. Pierce
writes from Erzroom that new life has takes

session of the conyregation of that place. There is
preaching in the morning in the Armenian, and in
the afternoan in Turkish, and the chapel is full
nearly every Sabbath, the congregation inclading
not only Protestants, but Armenians, Greeks, and
Turks. * The sweet notes of the cottage organ and
the bell, eall in & crowd of villagers, who for the
first time hear the Gospel invitativns, and go to
their hames to report what they have seen and
heard, They also see that the ‘ Protes’ are no
longer & poor, despised sect. When they see an
English consul present, and Turkish officials, Greck
marchants, physicians, ete., they also take off their
sandals, and listen to the end of the service. We

frequently have from 300 to 250 persons present
d:?lng the Turkish service.”

FINANGIAL BMBARRASSMENT IN RUSSIA.
[8. A. Journal. |

An important factor in the present Euro
complications is the financial condition of Russia.
The Czax has generally been credited with the de-
termination to enfoyce his demands upon Turkey
by sword and vannon, if they should not otherwise
be obtained, Yet many observers have shrewdly
asked the question how the could provide
for the enormous outlay

em

which would thereby be

mtm ‘ o U

of a great financial crisis, and that at such a time
a protructed and blouvdy war would be ruinous in
its effects. Itis probably a knowledge of this
fact that has induced General Ignatieff to recede
somewhat from the haughty tone at first assumed
by him in the Conference at Constanticople, and
which may yet have some influence in saving
Europe for the present from the horrors of war.

It is related that when the late Emperor Nichol-
as Eropf.wd to create Prince Menschikoff Minister
of Finance, the witty Minister re lied, *“ Your
Majesty has already’ made me Commander-in-
Chief without an army, Minister of Marine without
8 pavy, and now I am to be minister of Finance
without funds.” In the last particular the witti-
cism still holds good. Russia is virtually without
any avalable exchequer for war, or other forelin
contingencies. At the present time the debt of the
empire is estimated at £470,000,000, upon which
there is an anoual interest payable in gold to foreign
bond-bolders of £18350,000. It is needless to
trace the progressive stages by which this enorm-
ous burden has been contracted, Something is
due to the Crimean war, something to the failure
of the crops, and something to the emancipation
of the serfs, and to other measures of domestic im-
provement. The one patent fact is that the coun-
try is now literally impoverished, and that to un-
dertake a war the extent and duration of which no
one could foresee, would be an act of folly border-
ing upon madness. As the mberitor from his an-
cestor of much of his heavy debt, the present Fm-
peror Alexander is justly entitled to sympathy ;
and with his generally admitted proclivities in
favor of peace, be will act a prudent part in trying
to save his country from further financial suffering
by checking among his people the warlike ten-
dency which too many have displayed.

MORE RESULTS.

Belgium, next to Spain, is more decidedly under
the domination of the Romish Priesthood than any
otber country. The usual result, dense ignorance
.among the people, foliows. The tollowing is from
the Independent :

In Belgium the bitter enemy of human progress
and religious hberty is the priesthond. They are
specially bigotted and tyrannical there and the
geople are held under terrible yokes of oppression.

he igoorance in which they are kept is quite ip-
credible to ove who has not beer among the people
and learved it trom their own mouths, In Brussels,
Liege and others of the larger towns, encouraging
progress lins been made in the Sunday-school work-
but in swall places and country regions the dark,
ness is fearful. 11 i within two yearsithat two
English ladies were stoned by children, incited
nuns, in the streets of Spa, because they had tri
to help these little ones toward the Saviour. An
old farmer there, who has been con verted, realized
the importance of Sunday-schools when in speak-
ing of the Protestant movement in his country, he
called the Bunday-school “ la mere de la chose” It
is a most difficult field ; there are so few native
Christians who feel competent to teach others, or
are even willing to undertake associate Bible study.
They do it at the peril of persecution, and not un-
frequently it cost them their means of livelihood.
To give an example: In Spu, a place of nearly
5,000 inhabitants, there is a feeble Protestant
chureh, with an average attendance at its services
of forty persons. Connected with it is a school of
five children, which has been taught by a lady, re-
cently beqpme a Protestant. She has tried most
farthfully to add others to her little class, but
without success. Parents dare not send their
children,

-

THINGS IN SHORT METRE.
[BY PEN AND SCISSORS, |

Ten Chrustian Churches in as D.any yearﬁ have
been planted in Egypt by American Presbyterian
missionaries,

Seven hundred and fifty Chinese attend the mis-
sion schools of San Francisco. About one thousand
g0 every Sunday to the Sunday-schools.

Dr. Meffat says that wheh he went as a mission-
ary to South Africa, not a pound’s worth of British
goods were sold where hundreds of thousands of
pounds’ wortk are now annually sold. And yet

many business men ridicule and scorn Christian
missions, :

The little band of 39 Protestants in Cwmesares has
grown, withia the last twenty-two years, into a
community of 2,500, largely under the labors of
Mrs. Fransworth, of the American Board.

Three hundred Chinese have been received as
members of the Protestant Churches of California,
and in addition to these Church membess there
are seven hundred Chinamen in Christian associat-
ions for learning Christian doctrine,

The Ioly Land.—Protestantism is reported to be
gaining upon Mobhammedanism 1n Palestine. There
are now two bhundred and fifty Protestant churches

in the Holy Land, and 760 children in Protestant
schools,

The Southern Presbylerian Mission in Brazil, re-
ceived last year, in all the Empire, more than one
hundred members, and numbers now nearly 800
members. They have lately ordained a new
minister ; and the church in Ria, which has over

two hundred communicants, has called a native
pastor,

Mr. Fawcett, the blind member of the British
Parliament, is now 44 years old, and during his
whole public eareer has had to contend with an
affliction which would have reduced most men to
utter inaction. He lost his sight when 25. He
pew rows, rides, fishes, skates and preserves his
good temper under the most trying circumltunceo’
und there is no member who will sooner recognize
a speaker by face than he will by voice,

Francis Murphy is creating great temperance in-
tereat in Pittsburgh by his oratory and with his
pledge and reform elub. The meetings are held in
the churches. Over twelve hundred mea have
signed the total abstinence pledge, swelling the
reform club in that city to 6980 members. The
interest in the movement is on the increase, A
n umber of prominent lawyers, ex congress-men,
and some of the principal mérchants have joined
the club and made tempernnce speeches. At the
New-Year temperance dinner over 2000 destitute
persons were fed. Wealthy citizens are taking
active part in the work ; and itis proposed to keep
Murphy in Pittsburgh for un indefinite period, and
to erect a spacious edifice for the use of the reform
club and the perpetuation of the goud cause,

Killed with drink.—Side by side in the same
paper we read the melancholy accounts of the
lives of business men, in Canada, wrecked by the
excessive use of asdent spirits. Mr. J, Gilbert,
& groger of Ottawa, who had been lon® a hard
drinker, drank himself literally to death last week,
Quantities of whiskey on Thursday, brandy on Fry-
day, and on Bunday s dozen bottles of ale betweens
six 1n the morniag and eight at night, were swal-
lowed to assuage the thirst of this unhappy drunk-
ard. He died thut night. What wonder he died !
The other case is that of Andrew Perrin, an old
resident, an active werchant, and a justice of the
peace in Rrantford, who from respectability and
comiort, has come down through the several stages
of financial difficulty, domestic unhappiness, and
rained health and reputation, to be committed to
gaol for six months in default of a fine of $50 for
being drunk and disorderly. These are terrible
warnings,— Monetary Times.

T © % & A —— s

Harrer's Magazine for Febraary ¥s an unusuall
bright and fresh Number, with nearly six exqui-
site engraviugs. The Nuwmber opens with a v
interesting paper, beautifully 1llustrated, on Cardi
and the valley of the Tuff, in Wales, Among the
illustrations are portraits ot Lord and Lady Bute.
Dr. Bolton’s article on “ The Log-Book of the Saven-
nah" i8 » povelty. The Sevannak was the first
steatoer that crossed the Atlantic. “ And who was

Bleverhasset I by J. 8. U. Abbot; “_Barbadoes,”
by Mr. Van Cleef; “ The Laod of Incas,” by A. H.
Guernsey, are among the vapers of merit. Mrs,
Helen 8. Conant contributes a very suggestive ar-
ticle on American cookery, "The Editorial Depart-
ments very fally cover their respective flelds,
Among other matters of 1aterest in the Seientific
Record is & rvesume of the results of the recent
British Arctic Expedition.

™ We have called the attention of the P, O,
Inspector to the irregulanty complained of by
Pilace William subscribers, and hope it may not
occur again, If it should occur we will teel great-
ly obliged if some subscribers wili promptly in-
m“' 3 WA I ¢

§™ Dosations to ministers seem to multiply.

1t is good for people to or thew pasters iy
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