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SERMON. 
BY REV DR. FIELDS, BANGOR, 

“ Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging; and whos 
soever is deceived thereby is not wise.” —Proverbs xx 1 1. 

This issaid of wine. * Wine is a mocker.” 
It is the only kind of strong drink which! is 
denounced in the Scripture : ““ Who hath 
woe ?' who hath sorrow ? "They that tarry 
loug at the wine.” * Look not thom wpon 
the wine when it is red, when it giveth its 
color in the cup, when it moveth itself aright.” 
—** Woe unto them that are mighty to drink 
wine, and men of strength to mingle strong 
drink,” Se throughout the Bible, 

In our day there iz & “Wass who, de 
nounce brandy and whiskey and the mare 
fiery stimulants ; but who regard wine as a 
very mild, agrecable, and, on the whole, use- 
ful beverage ; but the Bible denounces wine | 

The Encyclopedia Britannica, the great 
statistical work of England, says: “ The 
greater part of the wines sold in France and 
Germany have ceased to be the juice of the 
grape-at all. In point of fact the processes 
of adulterating and manufacturing are carried 

ble to obtain a sample of genuine wine even 
at first hand.” Scarcely possible, you will 

| natice, todoit inthe wine-prodacing countries. 
Again we are told that, * the impossibility of | 
supplying the demand for French brandy— 

| and the consequent high price of the article 
—have led to its extensive manufaeture in | 
France from very cheap materials.” So that | 
if one order his brandy direct from France he 
18 as likely to got a spurious, perhaps poison- 
ous, Fier: ches though he Hough? it at home. 
An acquaintance of mine in the congregation, 
who returned from Europe not long since, 
told me that hie travelled half over the conti- 

on to such an extent that it is scarcely possi- | 

“ Nor did T with uibashful forchead woo 
{+ “The meansof weakness and debility. 
| °° Therefore my age is as & lusty winter, 
[ “Frosty hut kind oe 

| And Milton, foo, 8 pddt who, with Shakes- 
| peare, overbalance Ww théusand : with 
their praises of wingand strong drink, sitys 

{"*“Oh madness to thinkMse of strongest wines 
| ““ And strongest drink our chief support of hoalth, 
“ When God, with these forbidden, made choice to 

rear - 

““ His mighty champion, above compare, 
“ Whose drink wis only: the liquid brook.’ 

For Sampson, we are #8ld from Scripture, in 
order to nurture his strength, thought best to 
refrain from stro ink. 
And in modern tity th@se whe: train and 

drill themselves in er to dccomplish diffi 
cult feats of physical labor, and who study the 
laws of their system or this purpose, always 
keep clear of intoxpesting drinks. Stout 

Yori y 
ywyrons 

nent before he found a glass of genuine 
brandy, and he knows what the gennine arti- 

only. We do aot have to search far for the 
reason. Wine was the only intoxicating | 
drink of those days. The wicked invention | 
of men had not yet found out those more vio- | 
lent and pestiferous lignors with which mo- | 
dern society is deluged, Ol, that it had never 
found them out. If the wise man who spoke 
80 severely of wine, had knotn what we mean | 
by rum, it is difficult to conceive what seve- | 
rity of language would have answered his pur- 
pose. By as many times as the brandies and | 
whiskies of to-day are fiercer and more deadly | 
than the mild wines, which were the only 
stimulants of those primitive times, by so | 
much mnst we multiply and intensify the 
Bible denunciations of strong drink, in order 
to make them somewhat applicable to the 
intemperance of our generation. 
Wine is a mocker, the text says. There 

could not well be found any one word which 
better sets forth the worst feature of strong 
drink of every kind than this word—it is a 
mocker—it is deceitful—it draws men on to 
their rnin by a process of guile ; it is treach- 
erous through and through. This is the one 
thought upon which I wish te dwell in this 
discourse. 
Yon may see this deceitful nature of strong 

drink in one respect, for which, if I may so 
speak, :t is not itself responsible. It is almost 
always a fabrication.” The strong drink 
which you buy in almost every case ig not 
what it pretends to be—is a false and adul- 
terated article—is a miserable cheat at its very 
birth. Destined to work all sorts of evil when 
it. goes out into the world, it is fitting that it 
should be conceived in falseness and brought 
forth in iniquity. Wine is itself a mockery 
and a lie before it enters upon its real work of 
mockery. I suppose there is hardly a man 
in New England who knows what he drinks, 
when he drinks what he calls his wine, unless 
he brought it with him in his trunk from some 
wine-growing country, and not even then 
certainly. He calls it, perhaps, by some | 
high-sounding name as he drinks it off with 
a very grand air ; it is, perhaps, a vile and 
nauseous compound, whieh his poor and un- 
fashionable neighbor would loath to touch if 
he knew what it was. As he holds it in the 
glass whilst it moves itself aright, and calls 
it champagne, or muscat, or madeira, and 
descants upon its age and its exquisite flavor, 
the mocking spirit that dwells in the com- 
pound might laugh at the man as he pours 
the, perhaps, filthy, perhaps poisonous, ingre- 
dient down his silly throat. It is well known, 
an undisputed fact, that the wines whieh are 
drunk in America are slmose entirely manu 
factured in cities which never saw a vineyard 
—in streets which never saw a green thing 
except the men who buy them, supposing 
them to be what they purport to be. ow as 
long agoas Addison's time, he tells us humor- 
rs in one of his Spectators, of ** Philoso- 
vhers daily employed in the transmutation of 
fiahars, and by the power of magical drugs 
and ineantations raising under the streets of 
London the choicest products of the hills and 
vallies of France ; squeezing claret out of the 
sloe, and drawing champagne out of an 
apple.” If such things were done in the time 
of our good old honest forefathers, how much 
more in these degenerate days, which have 
sought out so many inventions. It is well 
known that ““in London alone there is sold 
every year more Madeira wine than the whole 
island of Madeira produces,”—that in one 
season, in a single eity of this country, there 
was sold ““as much California wine as the 
whole California coast produced,”—* that 
there is, perhaps, on¢ hundred times as much 
ort wine sold over the world ss can be made 
sud all the grapes raised in the region of 
Oporto,” —that the importer's assurance and 
the custom-house stamp is no guarantee of 
purity ; for the wines exported to the United 
States are doctored before they leave the coun- 
try where they are produced. 
No testimony to any matter of fact is of 

more weight than that of the great encyclo 
peedias of the different countries; works 
which represent no philanthropic interest, 
which aim only at the utmost thoroughness 
and accuracy, and which are standard autho- 
rities everywhere. The Encyclopadia Amer- 
icana—under the article wine—tells us that 
““ the simple, pure, natural wines are enjoyed 
only by the inhabitants of the wine-producing 
countries. To such an extent is the manu- 
facture carried, that it may safely be said that 
no natural sherry or port wine whatever comes 
to this country or to England.” Though it is 
doubtless true, it is added that the fahtor 
and cheaper wines may be obtained in degrees 
more nearly approaching to genuineness. Here 
is comfort for the wine-drinkers. The cheaper 
wines may be obtained, perhaps, in degrees 
more or less nearly approaching genuinéness ; 
separated from genuineness he knows not by 
how many degrees, nor by the admixture of 
what dangerous ingredients, and this possibi- 
lity belongs only to the cheaper wines. 
Another writer, under the article Adulters- 
tion, tells us *‘ that the wines from their high 
value, and the spirits, from their general use, 
as well as from the peculiar difficulty of de- 
tecting imitation, are almost universally adul- 
terated, and large quantities of them are 
made up entirely of ingredients wholly for- 
eign to the country which produces the genu- 
ine wine ; the substances added, with a view 
of preserving them, being in many cases posi- 
tive poisons—Ilead and copper being both used 
for this purpose.” In England we are told 
the favorite port wing is thus most shamefully 
treated—Dbesides being manufactured on a 
very large scale (after a variety of very curi- 
ous recipes) from thousands of hogsheads of 
spoiled cider, imported for the purpose. bad 
brandy, and infusions of logwood and other 
dye-staffs. So that our exquisites who drink 
only wine direct from England, and who re- 
joive over a fow bottles brought successfully 
from St. John—not only on account of the 
duty saved, but because they know they have 
the pure article (direct from the custom-house 
perhaps), are drinking very possibly, a de- 
coction of logwdod und other similar things, 

rved by acetito of lead, and their guile- 
ess verdancy saves them from the guilt. of 

| claret, may be made out of common cider | 

| 
cle is, I apprehend, as well as any other man, 
How small is the chance of gelting the pure | 
article here. You may have seen a late h- 
cle in the Christian Union, written by one | 
of the editors, into whose hands had fallen, 
by some mistake, a small pamphlet, published | 

| by a heavy wholesale firm in New York, and | 
| designed only for their custome: s, If any of 
you are anxious to make your «wn wine, you 
can see by means of this pamphlet (to quote 
a sentence) “ how all the pure foreign wines, 
the real old port, the fine madeira, the mild | 

with the aid of alcohol and a few ounces of 
the oil of the particular wine which you wish.” 
A barrel of such wine, it is naively added, 
will be improved if from threa to five 
gallons of the real wine be added ; but this is | 
a kind of extravagance which is to be ex- | 
pected only of the higher priced brands. We 
are told how champagne is produced from rhu- 
barb stalks, gooseberries and suear, and pale 
sherry from plaster of pariz, and the darker 
sherries by an addition of cheap brandy and 
bitter al'nonds, and how *“by passing the oil o* 
whiskey through carbon, a madeira is made 
at a profit of 500 per cent., which few can tell 
from. the genuine.” 

Verily wine is a mocker in another sense 
than Solomon meant. We sometimes hear 
persons arguing for the moderate use of wine 
on the ground that every ereature God made 
is good, and tobe taken with thanksgiving. 
But God never made the wines you drink. 
They come from quite another quarter of the 
universe. Very fine things are sometimes 
said and sung. about the juice of the grape, 
and all that, and very well, perhaps, if only 
you can get the juice of the grape. But suppose 
what you-call the juice of the grape is a de- 
coction of logwood, or cockroaches, or some 
other similarly inviting substance. = Just 
think of a company of rich and fashionable 
people quafling, with true aristocratic con- 
tempt for vulgar people, and the vulgar and 
fanatical notions of temperance, quafling 
such compounds as their rich wines probably 
are. If the spirit they drank were an intelli- 
gent spirit, how it might laugh and mock at 
the foolish eheat which they allow to be prac- 
ticed upon them. And it is much the same 
with the coarser kinds of strong drink. In 
some respects a worse story may be told of 
the brandies and the whiskies, Prof, Draper, 
of New York, who in some respects is high 
authority, *“ made an examination some years 
ago of the brandy at some of the grand hotels 
on Broadway, where it was sold at fifty cents 
a glass, and in every instance pronounced it a 
mere compound of villainous poison.” The 
liquor inspector of Cincintiati a fow years ago, 
after a careful examinifion, declared that he 
did not think there were twenty gallons of pure 
brandy in the whole city. © Some whiskey (I 
quote from public statement) seizod at New. 
ton, Massachusetts, was found to be thus 
compounded : 10 gallons of kerosene, 3 
pounds of potash, 1 oz of strychnine, mized 
with soft water, = Strychnine is a very com- 
mon ingredient of manufactured whiskies. 
Such a compound as this drank for health! 
Is it not a mocker, and he who is deceived 
thereby, does not the Scripture put it mildly, 
in-saying of him, he is not wise ? Thus there 
is mockery and falsehood in the very incep- 
tion of strong drink, It is not strange if there 
should be falseness and deception in all its 
operations and effects, 

Again. You see its mocking quality partlyin 
this, that while it promises to increase the 
strength and enable one to accomplish more in 
a given time, it really lessens the strength per 
manently. Its firsé effect is to enliven and 
apparently invigorate. You seea man under 
the excitement of spirits, he will sometimes 
put forth many times the strength that is 
natural to him, and one, knowing nothing 
about the workings of our nature, might really 
suppose that there was some magic virtue in 
the draught to put new strength into the sys- 
tem; but a little observation would show him 
that this was a mockery, the man all the time 
being really made weak by the process which 
flatters him with the idea that he is made 
stronger. Of two comjanies of men doing 
the same work under the same conditions, 
except that one company is furnished with a 
supply of spirits and the other not so, the lat- 
ter has always been found at the end of the 
month to do the most work in the most satis- 
factory way, and to present the hardiest phy- 
sical frames. The greater work which may be 
gotten out of the body or of mind for a short 
time by means of stimulants, corresponds to 
the speed which which you may get from your 
horse by the use of the whip instead of pro- 
vender, You may certainly get any amount 
of speed for a short time in this way ; but it 
is by a process which permanently lessens the 
capacity of speed and of strength. In emer- 
gencies where a sudden extraordinary outlay 
of strength is called for at the risk of some 
permanent enfeeblgment spirits may serve a 
needful urpose—the very purpose, perhaps, 
for which they were ordained. So the master 
who wishes to get the utmost possible labor 
out of the bones and sinews of his employees 
in a day or a week may give them stimulants 
(for he does not care how he leaves Sem). 
but the man who wants to keep his own bo y 
in the healthiest and most achieving condition, 
not for a brief period, but for the years, will 
carefully avoid them. Ie who wants to use 
his strength, and at the same time keep it 
and even increase it, let him practise temper- 
ance. Every case of excess aud of the over- 
strain of the physical powers, to which excess 
often leads, makes a permanent draught upon 
the strength, and uses up the stock which 
ought to be husbanded for the years to come. 
He who caronzes and spends his strength pro- 
digally in his youth will pay for it in the 
debility and diseases of mature life and of old 
age. And he who while young practises 
temperance and self-control will receive his 
reward in the vigor of his advancing and later 
years. Shakespeare, who teaches us almost 
everything wise and good, teaches us this, in 
the words which he puts in the mouth of one 
of his great personages : 
Though 1 look old, yet I am strong and lusty, slow suicide, though «not from the 

fact. ya . i hn a, | 

BL RE mr or peep cen = paren 

“For in my youth I never did appl 
“re Hot tobeflious liguor in my blood } 

i A — 

athletes always build up their strength upon 
simple, nutritious, unexciting food and drinks. 
A friend of mine conversed, some time since, 
with one of the mostieelebrated pedestrians in 
our country, and heisaid, “When I wish to 
win onc of my wagers for walking a 1000 miles, 
I'very carefully abstain from alcoholic stimu- 
lants 5 for T am persuaded that 4 ¢ingle glass 
would defont my whole purpose.” The strong- 
est hand and the strongest brain belong to the 
man who has nothing to do with strong drink. 
And yet strong drink holds out the promise 
of just the opposite. . Its first effect. is to ens 
liven and invigorate, and make one feel cap- 
able of doing almost anything. There are 
those who persist in thinking all their, lives 
it makes them stronger. Surely it is a mocker. 
The same thing is true of the mind ; the 

first effect and promise of strong drink is to 
stimulate the brain to more intense activity, 
the tongue moves more easily, the feelings 
fire up to an intenser excitement. Many a 
would be poet and orator think thev can 
mount to any height on the wings of this 
strange inspiration. And yet nothing is mor 
certain than that the ultimate effect is bud for 
themind. The judgment, that prime faculty 
on which the right action of every other 
faculty turns, is the first to feel the bad effect. 
The soundness and the balance passes out of 
the thonghts. The man is less capable of 
carrying on any business that requires judg- 
ment. Then the taste deteriorates, the brain 
becomes of a coarser fibre ; the emotions, de- 
pendent on the unnatural stimulus, become 
themselves unnatural, false, maudlin, and the 
whole mental nature is lowered. 
When you consider what intemperance is 

you will see that it must necessarily weaken 
the mind. «If you eall it, as so many do, a 
disordered eondition of the nervous system. 
why should not this kind of disease be as de- 
structive to the intellect as other nervous dis- 
eases. Lyery act of intoxication is first a 
fever, then a stupor. What would happen 
to the faculties of a man who was made: to 
pass, every now and then, first through the 
delirium which characterises some diseases. 
and then the stupor which characterises an- 
other class of diseases, 

Or look af it in another way. Intoxication 
is a brief insanity. Now is it to be supposed 
that a man can induce, every now and then. 
a temporary insanity without its permanently 

{ibody from the nervous al stlos He W ] : 

{ lows the first CICes808y LO 1 horrox 

{ delirinan, with which the terribl dy 
{ often closes. There is the sufferine of nund, 
| the Tong conflicts and agonies of spirit of th 
poor guilty victim before he fai Y § pi 

| his terrible enemy. ‘Then, worse tl 
1 ! suffering is the sharhe, t 

tion,” the gelfeontempt and the cont mpt « 

| others. Then there is the §afferine “which 
comes to the family, the mother, the w 
children, oftéd Worse than the sufferine: of th 
drunkard “himself, hose sensibilities ai 

Impoverishe wartly bluntad and deadened, h 
fodesbiddy digoased bodies, Des, 
brokén: hearts, “dittie children premuturcly 
wretched ; these, and if there be anything 
woeful; are all included under that one wor 
— Intemporance — the most comprehensive 
term for evil that human language contains. 
When a poor inebriate sits down in his com- 

fortless home, eomfortloss to himself and com- 
fortless to his wife and children, ag looks 

back upon a wretched misspent Life full of 
sorrows, and struggles, and shame, and looks 
forward to wretched vears to 

% 3 

come, whieh 

affecting the soundness and healthiness of hi i 
brain. Can a man dethrone his reason for al 
time, turn himself into a brute—a weak. sim 
pering, grinning apology for a man—without | 
permanently lowering the whole style of hi | 
intellectual as well as his moral | ing. Shak 
speare again expresses this, as only he could : 
“To be now a sensible 
“Man, by and by a fool, and present]; 
“A beast ; Oh! every inordinate cup’ 
““ Is madness and the ingredient is a devil 
*“Ob! thou invisible spirit of wine, 
“If thou hast no name to be known by. le 
““ Us call thee Devil.” s 
Devil because of the rain it causes to rea- 

SON, for he SUVS | 
“Oh! that men should put such an enemy in 

“Their mouths to steal away their brains hat wi 
Should, with joy, pleasure. revel and applans« 

‘t Transform ourselves to brates. 

And the great poet, Butler, in less seriou 
strain, says the same: | 
“The drinker lays by his reason in his bowls, | 
‘“ As Turks are said todo their souls | 
“Until it has so often been | 
“Bhat out of its lodgings and let in, | 
‘“ At length it never can attain 
“To find quite the right way back again 
So often this vice has shut out and then le | 

in the reason—at last the reason cannot quits 
find the way back again, To be sure the man | 
himself does not perceive it. I'he weakened 
mind dees not perceive its own weakness, a 
the imperfect eye cannot see its own imper 
fection. Very possibly, ander the mocking | 
power of his crafty enemy, he even believes 
that stimulants enable him to do his mental 
work better than he otherwise could. And 
It. 18 true so far as this : he has become so de- 
pendent upon them that, without them, he | 
cannot put forth the strength that is left to 
him, and so they seem to give him the st rength 
which they help to rouse into activity, and 
which, in a healthy nature, would be roused 
by their inherent emergy. Surely strong 
drink is a mocker, and he who is deceived 
thereby in this way is not wise, is as unwise 
as he would be who should feel under oblioa- 
tions to the man who, hav ing broken his legs, 
presented him with a staff to help his steps. 

But, again, the deceitful nature of strong 
drink is seen in the fact that it promises hap- 
piness and really brings so much suffering. 
It promises happiness. The young man be 
gins to drink against the remgnstrances of his | 
friends, because he means to enjoy hiniself. 
And he does enjoy himself at first! perhaps ; | 
18 wild with enjoyment, but ‘goon trouble 
comes, clouds begin to gather round him, his 
health begins to fail, his spivits fail, his busi- 
ness fails, his self-respect, and: the respect of 
others. You, some of yon who ure young, 
some of you ;who have not had a wide ox- 
perience, think we exaggerate when we speak 
on these themes. O! I wish we did. If you | 
were behind the scenes of scores of households. | 
as a clergyman is, and knew what we know, 
your heart would sometimes ache to the very 
breaking almost. God only knows the misery 
cansed by intemperance. Probably no ofher | 
one evil is the sourée of so much suffering. 
Poverty in its worst forms is a dire calamity, 
and in every town and city of our land sre in- 
stitutions, poor houses, children’s homes, re- 
treats for the aged, to alleviate its sorrows : 
but all the sufferings of poverty are as the 
dust of the balance, in comparison with the 
woes of intemperance. War is a terrible evil, | 
but war has great compensations, and those 
who dig on the battle-ticld suffer usually with 

RE 3 bh . : an exgpemic! hat lifts them above their 
pains ; ld Vhsel pris for their country, and 
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till they have oecome firmly welded upon | 11 | ) 
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than hitnself when he found that he was an | the trifling events that are tra pain 
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Then began a long-and terrible sti ¢ to | Spiritual necessities, the conscientious ministe 
recover hunself from the power of that evil | CanRoL help Ie ling humiliated as he | tha i 
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