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WHOLLY FOR CHRIST. 
BY THEODORE L. CUYLER, D. D, 

Paul's motto was “ this one thing I do.” He 
lived for one great purpose, and to that he bent 
all his. powers and consecrated all bis faculties. 

of one idea, The “ hold” of his intellect (if we 
may use a nautical simile) was abundantly stowed 
with resources of learning, argument, and rich 
mental gifts ; but a single holy purpose trod the 
quarter-deck and floated its ensign from the pak. 
“Go a little deeper,” ‘said a wounded French 
soldier at Austerlitz, to the surgeon who ‘was 
probing his left side for the bullet—“ Go a little’ 
deeper; and you will find the emperor.” So the 
great apostle might say : Go deeper, go to the 
most core-of yy heart, and you will find the 
crucified Jesus. Other feelings 1 am possessed 
of, but this one possesses me. Other affections 
lie near the surface ; bat this master passion 
lurks and lives in the inmost centre of my soul. 
For me to live is Christ. This one thing I do ; 
forgetting those things which are behind and 
reaching forth unto those which are before, 1 
press toward the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus. 

All the men and women who have made their 
mark in this world and have achieved the best 
results have kept the eye clear and single toward 
one noble purpose. The master passion with 
Newton, the prince of Christian philosophers 
was science. He attributed his splendid success- 
es in discovery tothe simple principle of ““ always 
intending my mind” upon the one thing in 
band. Luther jarred all Europe by continually 
hurling the great revealed truth of “ justification 
by faith” against its old ramparts of superstition, 
Such men swing their whole being into one 
direction. . The effective Christian is the man 
who unites all his powers into a single pile or 
package, and then binds them round with his 
strong cord—* the love of Christ constraineth 
me.” So Paul bound up his, and hurled the 
mass with such momentum that it burst through, 
and has come bounding on even into these 
modern eentiiries, 
A nmn of moderate talents may achieve blessed 

results for Christ by concentration. Georgd 
Muller is a striking illustration. He lives and 
acts every day as ir the loving Jesus had seized 
on him for a single purpose-—viz., to house and 
feed and instruct thousands of little orphans. In- 
stead of letting his life waste itself in numberless 
little twigs, he, like a wise gardener, has pruned 
them off, and allowed the whole sap of his spirit- 
ual being to flow into one or two hountiful 
boughs, laden with precious fruit. 1 can name, 
within the circle of my acquaintance, several 
men and women of wonderful effectiveness for 
good, who are not gifted with remarkable 
talents. Their single talent is to love Jesus 
and to serve him thoroughly. Moré than half 
the battle with Moody is that he aims all his 
powers, every moment, at one target. Alas! 
how many lives of professed Cluistians are 
utterly wasted by being fritiered away into 
scores of channels, instead of being condensed 
into the single purpose of doing Christ's will, 
and thereby being of some service in the world. | 
With all suck the pulse of love to Jesus beats | 
ow and feebly. They need a re-conversion, a 

Iu the best sense of the term, Paul was a man | 

| much a pattern to other papers far and near. 
| There is nothing in an editor's sphere which an 
| editor ought to look upon as of slight importance. 

son’s sphere. Not long ago, at a ministers’ meet- 
ing, a venerable clergyman was pressing the im- 
portance of a pastor's reading with due care the 

| hymus announced from the pulpit for singing. 
He said that one of the most powerful impres: 
sions produced on his early lite was made hy 
Ashel Nettleton, the great revivalist, .in his 
reading of that well-known hymn, 

Ashamed of Jesus! that dear Friend, 
On whom my hopes of heaven depend. 

Many a preacher thinks that his sermon is 
the great event of the pulpit hour, and slars 
other portions of the vr in q dence, 

| Mr. Nettloton gave first Altention to ng and 
praying, in their place, and because he was so 
careful to read impressively a familiar hymn on 
one occasion, at a meeting in a country church 
among the hills of New Eugland, the truths of 
that hymn went home to the heart of a little boy 
among his hearers as nothing in his sermon 
did ; and fifty years later that boy looked back 
over a long period of usefulness in the Christian 
ministry to thank God that one clergyman had 
felt that the reading of the hymn was the great 
thing in the servico—while the hymn was being 
read. 
Nor can any one say that because his or her 

post of duty is not a prominent one it is not of 
great importance, with large interests dependent 
on the attention and fidelity with which it is 
occupied. A private soldier is out on the picket 
line, in the presence of the enemy. In the gloom 
and stillness of the night he feels quite by him- 
self, and possibly thinks that it concerns others 
very little whether he is vigilant or careless 
there. Yet because of a sense of confidence in 
him who is at that solitary picket-station, the 
commander of the army rests quietly in his quar 
ters, and thousands of soldiers find in their camp 
the sleep which they need to fit them for the bat 
tle of the coming day, If the sentry slumbers 
when he ought to watch, the line of defense may 
be broken by the enemy without an alarm, and 
the whole anny suffer defeat through a surprise. 
Every Christian soldier is on picket, and hus a 
responsibility for interests which may, in God's 
providence, be vast beyond conception. He can 
never be inattentive to his duty without danger, 
nor yet without sin, 

It was in a plain New Haun pshire farm-house, 
a century ago, that the ninth child was born into 
a family so poor thay it ‘seemed as if there was 
hardly room for another little one, with any hope 
of his being properly eared for, But that child 
was Daniel Webster and it paid wo gare for him. 
The mother of the Wesleys was doing a greater 
work. than she dreamed of when she faithfully 
trained her boys in the quiet of their early howe. 
The Bunda yv-schiool teacher of Dwight L. Moody 
never spent his time to better advantage-even 
in raising money for the payment of a great 
church debt —than while he was helping forward 
a seemingly sluggish boy into the beginnings of a 
Christian life. What mother or teacher of a 
single boy can say to-day that she is not engaged 
In 50 important a mission as in the training of a 
Webster, a Wesley, or a Moody 1 
To any one of us, the work of the next hour 

may be more momentous in its consequences than 
all the other work of our lives. Because the 

thorough pruning away of the limbs whieh steal 
the heart's blood from their Master. The first | 
step must be the penitentinl prayer: * Lord, I 
am a cumberer of the ground, What wilt thou 
bave me to do? And when they have taken | 
the new departure, let them put their whole 
soul into it. This process, well begun and well 
earried out in all our churches, would soon 
quadruple the power of our Choistianity. It 
would be hard to discover what is the * one | 
thing” for which thousands of church members | 
are living, unless it be for the money-making or | 
some respectable form of self-indulgence. | 

To “get on” in the world is the uppermost 
thought ; and if by “getting on” no more is 
meant than industrious thrift and honest pro- | 
vision for life's necessities, then is it not only 
innocent, but commendable, “Gul's word honors 
industry and frugality. Would that both of 
them were more practiced as Christian virtues. 
But, while a Christian is striving to get ou, 
ought he not to be still more earnest in his an 
deavor to get up 7 Ought he not to make life's 
chief aim t6 “ press toward the prize of & high 
calling” ; to attain to a higher spiritual stature ; 
to ascend toward the fuller, stronger, cleaver 
likeness to his. Master | My brother, are you | 
getting wp every day? 

President Van Buren is reported to have re 
marked, when hie heard that his son, a lawyer, 
had married a lady of large wealth: “Wall, 
he is ruined! She is very rich. Now he'll 
give up his profession, for which he has great 
ability, and become mevely a rich maon—the 
least useful of human things.”  Phis is too true, 
Merely to absorb and enjoy a large amount of 
God's silver and gold, without holding any of it 
in trast for God's service and the good of 
humanity, is owe of the lowest forms of hu 
man existence, | Kor a Christian, redeemed 
by Calvary's blood, to have mo higher aim is 
treason to Christ and spiritual suicide. 1 know 
wealthy followers of Jesus Christ who conge- 
erate their purses to hountiful charities, and 
their drawing-rooms to ‘the uses of a Christign 
sociality and the promotion of Bille philanthio- 
pies, and their personal influence to Winning 
sinners to the Saviour. While getting on, théy 
get up, and lift others with them, 

This is too wide a topie for a single ragvaph. 
But the gist of it lies in this ith Christ 
must have the whole heart and give the casting 
vote in every decision, or else we cannot. be full. 
grown Christians. This is the “one thing.” All 
other things are chaff in the comparison. Write 
six eiphiers in a line, and they amount to noth- 
ing. Put the number “ 1" before them," and 
€y amount to a million. AM human talents 

possessions are but ciphers until you put 
the mume of Jesus at, the of them. Ther 
thay make their owner a millionaire for Heaven. 

ti 

WHAT 18 THE MOST IMPORTANT { 
" Nothing inthe line of wn 's. duby, ean Perey tor alittle thing. Hf it yi done, itd not only worth yo “it is 
tn re attention and all the’ ener- 
sl Lec 0 Shaul doit. | Indeed, who shall say what is the greatest thi what is th least in the line of one’s ola, gad Kho He 
alone issure of giving his best efforts to mat 
‘of greatest importance, who gives his best 
to everything in its turn whi he undertakes 

wong the many recent tributes to the ability 
i worth of Mr. a Bowles as a pre-emi- | 

those familiar nent editor, it been, said by 
with his methods of werk, that he was.as watch- 
ful of thet vical appearance of his r 
as of the elass and st of uiiles in'Iew SoMcsb : 
that he was us sensitive to a blemish in a bi en 
letter Po final forms wy an in’ the grammatical 4 action of an editorial para- 

beer Mr. Bowles in all the details of 
work on his ‘went largely to give tothe 
Springfield epnbtican its ex promi 

| wate, inte an expense 

doing of that work is our duty, it will surély be 
well worth living for possibly well worth dy 
ing for. However insiguificant in its nature and 
probable results it may appear to us, that work 
will be in God's plan for our wood and for the 
honor of his cause. We ought not to think of 
it as in any sense an unimportant work. Noth- 
ing that he commands is small in God's sight, 
Nothing that is duty ought to be small in ours. 

S. 8. Times, 

FASHION AT THE GRAVE. 
The tyranny of custom isnot easily overthrown. 

OLl fashions die hard, Even when the common 
sense of men pronounces the sentence of death 
and proceeds to execute it, it is not by one blow 
that the heads of such sturdy old eviminals ae 
struck off. It vequires no little moral egurage 
to cease to walk in time-honoured ways, and to 
strike, out new paths for oneself. We shrink 
from being thought singular, To ba charged 
with eccentricity is almost as serious a matter 
to most men as to have to appear at the bar of 

a police court. Our social customs, too, have 
roots which ramify out into a vast variety of in 
terests, here twining round strong sentiments, 
and there deriving support from those who make 
a profit out of them, Irrational, inconvenient, 
and expensive these customs may be, but if they 
can show that reverence and affection in any 
way countenance them, if they can shelter them 

selves in however cowardly and sneaking a 
fashion behind the bulwark of men's hearts, the 
bravest reformers will find it a long and painful 
task to dislodge them. And should the * erafts 
men " of Ephesus, or any ether nlace, find them 
selves touched by the bold hand of innovators, 
what an outery and tumult may be expected ! 
The reform which has been advocated of late in 
our mourning and funeral customs is precisely 
of the character to be resisted both on the ground 
of sentiment, and on account of its tendency to 
take away not a little of the occupation of those 
whoareinterested in maintaining existing usages. 
Ho thovoughly has the public mind been taken 
possession of by the idea that gloomy, oppres 
sive, lugubrious costumes and ceremonies are thie 
proper signs of respect and vegard for the de- 
parted, that the poorest will deprive themselves 
of almost the necessaries of life for a time in 
‘order to buy dresses which are altogethér unfit 
for ordinary use, and to give to the burial of 
their friends somewhat, however poor an imita 
tion it may be, of the unmeaning“pomp with 
which the remains of the rich are borne to the 
grave. Whilst genuine affection, which shrinks 
from no sacrifice in order to evince its sorvew for 
the loss of loved ones, thus guards the integrity 
of our present mourning customs, the desire to 

come up to the general standard of what is re- 
garded hs respectable in such matters still ove 
‘widely operates, leading persons by no melas 
closely related, and friends by no means intj- 

which they grudge, but 
which society sterfily exaets. It is un 
to point out how undertakews feel that alnost 
sacriloge bas been committed when, it is even 

the higher life are indifferent to nodding plumes, 
and are not troubled by the thought that mourn- 
ing budges have not fluttered round the coffins. 
To overcome opposition, dictated by such differ- 
ent motives, people generally must be encotr- 
aged to take a more fatwral ‘and less morbid 
view of death. We ave glad that many of the 
clergy, including some of the highest dignitaries 
of the Church of England, are joining in the 
movement to emancipate the people. from the 
bondage of useless and expensive funeral cus- 
tows, But they will immensely aid this reform 
by inculeating nobler and worthier ides of death 
an those that have prevailed in the past. The 

sanction lent to our present arrangements by the 
supposed requirements of respectability canbe 
only removed by the higher o sotting the 
example of disarding she hideous paraphernalia 
with which 1s now invested. From a 

| nence among newspiupers, and so Jae 1 
; to 

And the same may be said of every other per- | 

but hinted at that these who have passed into] 

from social station are beginning to exert it on 
the side of more rational notions as to what is 

| proper and becoming in seasons of bereavement. 
And when the demands of sentiment und re- 

can do. Our funeral furnishers will simply di- 
rect their skill and labour into other and more 
generally useful channels. 

—e 

JOSEPH COOK'S HABITS OF WORK. 
His intensity of quest surpasses his intensity 

in imparting. It is not created by the presence 
of an audience. The fires'nre vestal fires —they 
burn perpetually. At Cha he gathered 
up a great bundle of papers, periodicals, reports 
snd what not, and went away full of sfatistics 
and methods and principles of Sunday-school 
work. At Quebec he had a history of the city 
in one overcoat pocket, and Howells’ “ Wedding 
Journey” in another; and quoted Howells’ 
beautiful description of the quaint villege of 
Beaupre and the ride to the falls of Montmorenci. 
He carries a railroad “Shakespeare,” and pre- 
pared Lis quotations for his unique lecture on 
“ Shakespeare on Conscience,” on the cars. He 
picks up everywhere; gathers up everything ; 
it seems as though he forgot nothing. But in 
private he bewails his treacherous memory, 1 
never knew a student yet who did not seem to 
grow -indignant with himself over the undue 
proportion of all he ever learned that he habit 
ually forget. Mr. Cook is no exception to the 
rule. Yet he marvellously preserves and util- 
izes the results of his reading. His methods are 
peculiar. I, violate no confidence, and I may 
give aid to students, lay and clerical, if I report 
here these methods as he told them to me. 

This preserving machinery consists of three 
preces : 

(1) He always carries with him a cheap mem- 
orandum book. In this he jots down, wherever 
he happens to be, a thought, a sentence, a figure 
that strikes him. The book fills up quickly. 
Then a new one takes its place. These books 
are dated and filed away. He trusts his niemory 
to serve as an index to suggest to him the date 
of the reading, the incident, orthe thought there 
noted. 

(2) He also carries with him a package of 
commercial note paper. Any extract in a book 
not in his own library, any fact or figure worthy 
of more careful preservation, le notes on a half 
sheet of paper. These are sdrted according to a 
few large titles. The homogeneous ones are 
pinned together. Aj the pile increases they are 
sewed. “1 am to lecturé to-night,” said he to 
me, “ on Ultimate America. 1 put in my bag 
my package of excerpts on America—a hundred 
or more—and look over them this afternoon as 
a last preparation before Igo on the platform.” 
This method gives him the full use of resources 
in each subject in each lecture. 

(3) He has not the contempt of some would 
be scholars for the newspapers; he reads and 
uses them. With a red crayon he marks what- 
ever strikes him as a suggestive ; throws the 
papers in a corner; once a week, or oftener, 
Mrs. Cook, who is a sort of a private secretary 
vw him, as many another wife of many another 
busy literary man, cuts out the marked articles 
and lays them loose in an indexed scrap-book. 
When a large store has accumulated Mr. Cook | 
goes over them, culls out those of permanent 
value, and pastes or otherwise preserves them ; 
the rest are destroyed. * Permanent journals 
are useless. They are waste of time. When I 
was in college I bought an Index Rerum, but 
there are not twenty entries in in it. A note 
book for suggestions; loose sheets of paper 
easily classified for extracts: a scrap-book for 
newspaper cuttings, are my simple means for 
preserving the results of reading.” 
He made light of my suggestion that his 

methods would be of value to others; but the 
readers of the Christian Union will not agree 
with him.—2Dr. Lyman dbbott, in Christian 
Union. 

REMARKABLE CONVERSIONS. 
The actount which Richard Baxter gives of 

his own conversion has often been quoted as a 
testimony to the power of good books. When 

Richard was about fiffeen years of age a certain 
day laborer known to the family lent him * an 
old torn book” called * Bunny's Resolutions,” 
and the reading of this became a means of en- 

lightenment. What happened further goes to 

show the value of colportage, though colporteurs 
as an organized band were not known in Eng 

land until centuries afterward. A peddler 
whose pack contained some indifferent wares, as 

well as others of sterling merit, one day halted 
at the Baxters' house and sold a copy of Sibbe's 
“ Bruised Reed.” That book was the instru 

ment used to Richard in the faith, 
though it is not as is sometimes represented, the 

means of his awakening. “The Bruised Reed” 
has in reality the honor due to the “ old torn 

book™ of the day laborer. In the era of the 

Reformation it appears that educated men were 

frequently converted despite their former preju 
dices. Prince George of Anhalt was of this 

description ; for after reading the books of 
Luther from mere curiosity and not without in- 
wird ‘misgivings as to his own weakness, he 
embraced the reformed faith and built up the 
Church. Even more striking was the case of 
Vergerius, legate of the pope in Germany, and 
whose eminent services to the Roman see * his 
holiness” purposed to rewaad with a cardinal’s 

hat. There were those about the court, how 
ever, who counseled a becoming caution ; for 
having been so long absént from the certre of 
orthodoxy, some suspected that Vergerius at 
least smelled of Lutheranism. On learning how 
matters stood, the ececlesiastic was more than a 
little chagrined, being conscious of his own 
integrity and devetion to the church. He re- 
solved to prove his sincerity by writing down 
the Reformation in a book to .be. entitled 
‘ Against the Apostate Germans,” and he retired 
te a suitable retreat for that purpose. He set 
himself  industriously to work at the task of 
reading the bogks of the enemy ; but this read- 
ing was blessed to his conversion. He went to 
his brother to tell him what had occurred, and 
that brother likewise renounced popery They 
both of them became zealous ‘preachers and pil 
lars in the Protestant church. —Sword and 
Prowel, 

confirm 

PRAYER ANSWERED. 
We vead recently of un English telegrapher 

whe went to his office one day in.great distress 
of mind. He felt himself to be lost, and his in- 
ward prayer was, “ God be merciful to me a sin- 
ner.” Strange to say, the first message that his 
machine ticked out to him was one sent Ly a 
Christian brother to a sister in just the same 
state of mind. Tt was simply this, and nothir 
niore, save the signature and address : “ Behol 
the Lamb of God that taketh away the sins of 
‘the world ; in whom We have redemption through 
His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to 
the richés of His grace !” 

This telegram of good tidings was just what 
he needed. He read it with joy, believed, and 
became from that hour a Christian. The sister 
for whom it was intended was also blessed in the 
reception of this celestial message, winged by 
oF ning in answer to her prayer for guidance. 
Bhe, too, entered into the rest of faith, and went 

spectability are satisfied, we need not fear what | 
any interested hostility to the desired reform | 

| are incidental things; of very little worth as 

Thus prayer is daily answered, and the faith 
of God's children is made strong, While queru 
Mous objectors are repeating their doubts as to 
| the utility of prayer, the Lord is verifying His 
promise that even while we are speaking the an 
swer is often sent to our waiting hearts. 
A preacher once told of a praying boy, whose 

hand was so badly injured that amputation was 
decided upon. The lad pleaded with God to 
save this, his right hand. He continued in ear- 
nest supplication till the dreaded hour had ar 
rived. To their great surprise thesurgeons found 
such a change in the appearance of the wound 
that knife and saw were laid aside. “ And.” 
continued the preacher, lifting his hand, “ this 
hand can now be shown to you as a monument 
of Divine mercy in answer to prayer.” 

the immutability of the laws of Nature, God's 
dear children may keep on praying, assured that 
Elijah’s God lives, and “ if any man do His will 
him He heareth.” 

’ 

rma ene 

"I FEEL IT PULL" 
As a pastor called on one of his parishioners, 

Just in the dusk of evening, he found a little 
boy sitting in the doorway, holding firmly a 
string and looking up into the deep gloom. 
“ What are you doing here my little friend ?” 
said the minister. “I am flying my kite 

rr mn 

sir,” replied the boy. “ Your kite?’ said the 
minister. “I see no kite, and you can see 
none.” “I know it,” quickly answered the 
little fellow ; “ but T am sure it is there. for I 
feel it pull.” 

It is often thus with the Christian. He is 
interested in something above all. All is gloom ; 
he can see nothing, but his affections are at 
tached to heavenly things ; 
feels these heavenly things pulling upward he 
knows that the connection is not 
One of the most difficult of Christian attain 
ments is to trust God in the dark. What though 
we see not 1 What though he is silent? 

Yet if our own hand is in his, if he holds us up, 
and leads us, and throws around us his paternal 
care, why should we not be assured of this love! 
We must not choose in disregard of his will ; we 
must not dictate as to the manifestations with 
which we will be satisfied. ““ Not as | will, but 
as thou wilt,” is the example set before us by 
him who redeemed us. Our hope is said to be 
as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stead fast. 
An anchor that is seen renders no service ; but 
when it is unseen, down many fathoms beyond 
the reach of vision, it has hold of the bottom of 
the troubled sea, there it is useful. * Hope 
that is seen is not hope.” “We must not ex- 
pect open vision in this world.” © “ We walk by 
faith not by sight.” We must learn to trust 
and obey, for these are the fundamental elements 
of all personal godliness. IT remember while our 
dear father was ill—T think in 1815. he read 
the Life and Diary of David Brainerd. One 
morning very early, as Royal and I lay in the 
trundle-bed, I was awake, and overheard father 
say to mother that he thought Brainerd “ made 
too much account of frames anc feeling, for his 
hope rose and fell with his happiness or unhap 
piness.” That remark I have pondered much in | 
my heart. Hope is the effect of faith. 

him 

Joys 

evidences of Christian character. “ Therefore 
being justified by faith we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Memoir of Dvr, 
Stow. 

QUIET LIVES. 
So Christ's lowly, quiet workers unconsciously 

bless the world, They come out every morning 
from the presence of God and go to their busi- 
ness or their household work, And all day long 
as they toil they drop gentle words from their 
lips, and scatter little seeds of kindness about 
them ; and to-morrow flowers from the garden 
of God spring up in the dusty streets of earth, 
and along the hard paths of toil on whieli their 
feet tread. More than once in the Sq ripture the 
lives of God's people in this world ave compared 
in their influence to the There may 
other points of analogy, but sp cially notewol thy 

1s the quiet manner in which the dew performs 
Its ministry, 

dew, be 

It falls silently and imperceptibly. 
It makes no noise, No one hears it dropping. 

It chooses the darkness of the night when men 
are sleeping, and when no man can witness its 
beautiful work. It covers the leaves with clus 
ters of pearls. It steals into the bosom of the 
flowers and leaves a new cupful of sweetness 
there. It pours itself down among the roots of 
the grasses and tender herbs and plants. And 
in the morning there is fresh beauty everywhere. 
The fields look greener, the gardens are more 

fragrant, all life glows and sparkles with a new 
splendor, And 18 there no lesson here as to the 
manner in W hich wo sh ald Seek 

this world 1 Should we not strive to have ow 
influence félt rather than to be seen or heard dd 

Lo do go wl in 

Should we not desire blessings so silently and so 
secretly that shall know what hand 
dropped them ! The whole spirit of the Gospel 
teaches this. “ When thou doest thy alms, let 
not thy left hand know what thy right hand 
doeth, that thy alms may be in secret.” We 
are not to seek praise of men. We are not to 
do good deeds to receive rewards from men. 
We are not to sound trumpets or announce our 
good deeds from the housetop. 

“TIRED FOR JESUS.” 
We heard a young lady, a member of the 

church, say one worning at a watering place, 
“1 am 80 tived that I canngt hold up my head, 
and my feet are both blistered, dancing at the 
hop last night.” We ventured to ask her if she 
had ever been so tired working for Christ, and 
if she had ever blistered her feet in His service ! 
Said she, “You talk so strangely ! 
not require it of us, 

no one 

God does 
You do not believe in the 

doctrine of penance.” “ No; we do not believe 
in penance; and I do not know that God re 
quires it, although the Bible often speaks of self: 
denial and suffering fur Christ.” 

“ But did your heart never demand as great 
weariness of your body for Him who gave His 
life for you as to the gratification of your senses 
in the hop ¥’ She replied, “ You old Preshy: 
terians are so stiff and long faced that you would 
deprive young people of all happiness!” and 
with that excused herself to do something for 
her mother. We were left to our reflections, 
which were somehow on this wise. Most per 
sons have, at some period in life, been, like this 
one, worn out with pleasure, and have gone 
limping over it for days. When did we ever 
limp from our work in God's service? When 
had we to bind up wounds received from cross- 
benring | “When were we foot weary on His er- 
rands of merey 1 We think of Him going bave- 
foot, or at best with but a sole upon His feet, 
over the stones of Judea, where the footways are 
as full of sharp rocks as a newly stoned pike, 
these stones heated under a sun one hundred and 
twenty degrees, with lime dust more abundant 
than the dust of our highwuys—and on these ke 
often walked twenty miles a day, with bruised 
and bleeding feet for us !— Philadelphia Presby- 
terian. 

Idleness is the bane of body and mind ; the nurse 
of naughtiriess ; the stepmother of deception ; one 

‘on her way rejoicing. 
of the seven deadly sins ; the ¢ashion upon which 

While, then, skeptical scientists are discussing | 

and as long as he | 

dissol ved. 

THE PRAYER-MEETING. 
be paid Lo the 

prayer-meetings. They are of vast importance, and 
when the prayer-meeting is neglected. the church 
is on the road to ruin. 

Partic ular attention should 

Farmers should not take 

the distance they may have to go so much into 
consideration, as is but too often the case, and 

There i noth 

ing so wholesome to the inner man of a Christ 

make it an excuse to stay home 

| ian as an hour spent in earnest praver with his 
brethren in Christ. It tends to purify the 
mind, and keep people from going ast: Wy BO 
easily. It is not only beneficial for those who 
have already found peace, but is instrumental in 

| bringing others inte the fold. Many cases can 
he cited relating to persons who have learned to 

| realize the importance of looking after the 
spiritual welfare 

tion by having been taken to the prayer-meeting 
| by a friend or neighbor, And when 

| there, take an active part in it Do not depend 
| too much on others to make it a Success. 
| matter how little you may only be able to do, it 
| all will help, if you will but do that little as 

| well as you can. 

there, if possible. 

Say something when you get 

| oratory. 

| 

No one there will expect tc hear a 
flow of flowery rhetoric and unequaled elo 
quence. It is not always necessary to say very 
much, either. If yon have but a single thought, | 

| and can express that thought in but a dozen 
| words, do not hesitate to give utterance to it] 
| for it may do a great deal of good 
soul, 

ABUSES OF PRAYER. 
Let a man be negligent of both scriptural ex 

| ample and the nature of his own mind 

| 
| 
| 

| approach God with both vagueness of thought 
| and languor of emotion ; and what else can his 
| prayer be, but a weariness to himself and an 
| ubomination to God ! It would be a miracle, if | 
such a suppliant should enjoy success in prayer 
He cannot succeed, he cannot have JOY be 

cause he has no object that elicits intense desire 
and no desire that sharpens his object He has 
no great, holy, penetrative 

which stirs up his 
swelling sensibility, therefore, 
prayer. 

sensibilities, and no deep, 

to relieve 

18 thinking about ; and, therefore, he has no 
soul to pour out before God. Such a wan prays 
because he thinks he must pray ; not because hie 
is grateful to God that he may pray. 
an unspeakable difference between 

‘may.” Itis his conscience that 
not his heart. 
his conscience 

There IS 

must” and 

prays ; it 1s 

His language is the language of 

He prays in words which ought 

to express his heart, not in those which do ex 
press it. Hence arises that experience, so dis 

tressful to an ingenuous mind, in which devo 
tion is prompted by no vividness of conception, 
rolling up a force of sensibility to the level of 
the lips, 80 that it can flow forth in child-like, 
honest speech. 

Such an experience, so far from rendering 
prayers a joy either sweet and placid, or ecstatic 
can only cause the time spent in the closet to Ie 
the season of periodical torture to sensitive 

conscience, like that of a victim daily stretched 

on a rack For it is in such prayer that such a 
conscience is most vehement in its reproaches, 

and guilt seems to be heaped up most rapidly 
Oh, wretched man that he is! Who shall de 
liver him + Phelps 

THE GOOD MOTHER. | 

home.” That was her rule, she said. “ never to 
go to bed till wy boy was at home. If he did 

neck. I treated him just as if he was kind. at 
tentive and good. be: 
all night. Those nights I would not go to bed 
He used to know it 

Sometimes he would out | 

One night he came home 
I looked to see if he w as under the influence of 

liquor, He came up to me, and he said, * Mother 
I have been converted.’ I fell on his 
neck and embraced him, and wept oven him tears 

of joy “Why,” said she, “ Mr. Moody, you 
don’t know what JOY it gave me I cannot tell 

you. You don't know took off 
my heart. You don't know how 1 praised God 

that my prayers had been answered Moody's | 
(held Stories. 

and then 

what a load it 

ENCOURAGEMENT TO PRAY. 
My heart's desire and prayer to God is, that 

believers all 

prayer, be encouraged to pray 

may by these many answers to 

particularly as it 
regards the conversion of their friends and re 

lations, their own state of heart, the state of the 

church at large, and the success of the preaching 

Do not think that these things | 

are peculiar to us, and cannot be enjoyed by all | 
the saints. Although every child of God is not | 
dalled by the Lord to establish and 

orphan houses, and to trust in the Lord for 

means for them ; yet there is nothing on the 

part of the Lord to hinder why you may not 

know, by experience, far more abundantly than 
we do now, his willingness to answer the pry 

ers of his children. Do but prove the faithful 

ness of God. Do but earry your every want 
to him. Only maintain an upright heart. But 
if you live in sin ; if you wilfully and habitually 
do things respecting which you know that they 
are contrary to the will. of God, then YOu can- 

not expect to be heard by him, “If 1 vegard 
iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me ; 
but verily God hath heard me ; he hath attend- 
ed to the voice of my prayer.” — Muller's Life of 
Trust. 

of the gospel 

mo hoeols 

“TLL RUN THE RISK." 
A young lady in North Carolina sat listening 

intently to a powerful sermon. The preacher 
urged an immediate acceptance of Christ, and 
warned his hearers of the danger of delay. A 

few days after, the young lady was dangerously 
ill, and sent for the preacher to come and see 

her. He went and found her at death's door, 
and vet she told him she neither wished him to 

pray with or talk to her ; that she heard his ser 

mon the Sunday before. and at the time had 
written with her pencil a certain sentence in 
her hymn-book, and ever since then all had been 
darkness, and hee heart as hard as stone. The 

preacher took the hymn-book and read on the 
fly leaf in the back of the book the following 
fatal sentence : “I'll run the risk.” A few 
Lours more and the young woman died in the 
darkness of despair. She had “ run the rik.” 

There are two kinds of heresy. The one con- 
sists in denying the doctrines of the Gospel. 
The other heresy, while loudly proclaiming a 
belief in the doctrines, yet lives as though they 
were all a fiction, The one heresy denies the 
divinity of the Lord Jesus Christ. The other 
repudiates this denial, but pays no regard to 

; and many have found salva- | 

You 1) 

No } 

It requires no great power of 

may save a 

let him 

thought in him, | 

by | 

His soul is not reached by anything he | 

| stand as if carved out of the solid rock 

[EDITOR AND PROPRIETOR 

WHOLE No. 

The one heresy denies the Hsp 

tion of the S riplures |; the othe: believes 

mspiration, but pays less regard to the S 
ures than to the daily paper the late 

ne one rejects the doctrine of future 

ment the other abho such a 1e)¢ ] y P 

tself on a belief in endless punishme 
ws though punishment was 11 tT 3 

Lt Table y 1t1¢ 

to go on unwarned, yet all the while belies 
that at death they plunge into a gulf of ; 

OW the othe professns + belief at & 1mm 

lity, yet heaps up wealth, om Sps after pow 
as though this world were all. as tho igh th 
were no hereafter 

Which of these two heresies is the w Wt 
will not undertake to decide Baptist N 

PREACHING DOCTRINES. 
It is the merest mockery to constantly iterate 

the invitation, “ Come to Christ t 
Believe on the Lord Jesus (Chri Ag 

without at the same time telling who 

perpetually, 

Jesus 

and explaining what is meant by believing « 
Him or having faith in Him. 
involves 

But to do tl 
loctrine, and at this point we are mot 

{ With a popular outery against doctrinal preach 
' “wp M y go Preach Christ, i they say, “‘and leave 

| the do 'trines alone !” This 13 impossible, and 
the demand is absurd Any explanation about 
Christ is based on some doctrines as to His per 

| Son, It His crucinxion 
we attempt to explain 

and death, we also involve Even b 

that 

O long as 

doctring 
neath the clamor itself there is the 
It 1S no matter what 

doctring 
1 a man believes. s 

But 

5A" angelic 1 

he is resting in Christ doctrinal preacl 
Ing is not confined to the 

They who teach that Christ is but 
or that His death 1s but the 

minist 
| alone 

i ITna 

death of a martw 
are equally teaching om preaching doctrine. Th 
truth 1s, that if men would preach that there 

| 4ny significance whatever in the Gospel, it 
Li possible to e3CH) re the use of doetrues iH 

i. 1) 

STRONG 
1 

OR WEAK MAN. 
We nistake strong feeling 0 be stron cha 

| . % ¥ - | Acten A man who bears ll before him i 
whose frown domestics tremble and whose burst 
of fury make the children of the hous qu 1 
hecanse he has his will obeved. and his OWI Way 

in all things, we call him a strong man. The 
ruth is, he is a weak man : it is his passio 

that are strong ; he, mastered by them, is weal 
You must measure the strength of a man by t| 

| power of the feehngs he subdues, not bv the 

And hen 
very often the highest result of 

power of those which subdue him 
composure IS 

strength. Did we never see a man receive a flat 

| then 

tually 

grand insult and only grow a little 
reply quietly 1 That 

Or did we never see a man in anguish, 

Jradie al 

Was a man sm 

strong, 

+ lnasten 

da 

world 

himself ! or one bearing a hopele 
trial, 

what it 

silent and 

was that 

That is strength 

remain never tell 

cankered 

the 

his home peace 

He, who with strong Passio 
remains chaste he who, keenly sensitive, wit 

manly power of indignation in him. can |} 
voked, can and for 
these are strong men, spiritual h>roes Rol 

y yet restrain himself 

| SON. 

| Hamilton to 

| attractive dress and 

1} i 
| batterflies or bees | ") I'l 1 

| through a gleam of clouds and 
| ment 

DELIBERATION NEEDED IN THE 
STUDY. 

been compared by D 

butterflies and 

Readers have Jam 

bees, in tin nai A young man went home from one of ow . : .* | ner of extracting the essence of truth I'he meetings some time ago. He had been conver . : | buttertly, in ats graceful activity ots over a ed. He had previously been a dissipated young Sales lL 4 “ : > : : EeRl deal of ground, ming 1 1 Howe to man. His mother had made it a rule, she told |& | S Bae = ‘ ower, au us ASLING | while the other, of less me, that she “ would not retire till he came | J © - vo " 
motion, 1s a dingy plodde: 

If the cup be de P he goes te bottom My fos, 
A . . | he thrusts it asunder and ngs his wu to not come home till five o'clock in the morning, " * ) : luscious depths, jovful as one who had found I sat up, and when he was out all night I got no | - N : ; , | great spoil ‘ What is the nd ? Why the one sleep ; Eat Ww hen he clue home | always met | 1 g . died last October along w th the flow ] th him with a kiss. I threw my arms around his | : | other is warm in his hive to-night amid the fie 

| Fant stores gathered beneath the bright beams of 
suimnmen Readers, to which do vou belon the 

RANDOM READINGS. 
The Lord of grace and truth in the heart of a 

man or a nation is the only sure and 

like the who 

having lost one «f his legs, sat in his doorway and 

SALe garrison 

A great many people are man 

told passers-by which was the right road, though 

couldn't walk in it himself. 

This was the resolution taken « aly in his Christ 

EN 

prayers ww eonverse wit 

1an life by the late lamented Di Kirk 

imtend hereafter in my 
God, and not make speeches before Him. 

Church 

teachers have evel abe winded in th 

All the apostles were called upon earnest 

lv oppose them 

Peter, 

mind the warnings of Jesus against false 

which should #tise.” 

Mirth is like 

Witness the Epistles of Paul 
John and James Especially bear in 

prophet 

a flash of lightning that breaks 

glitters for a m 

it 
2 cheerfulness keeps a kind of day light in tl 

mind, and fills it with a steady and perpetual 
serenity 

If you walk with Churist, keep out of all evil 
company, of all evil associates, keep from all evil 

places —from every place where you cau not go in 
the spirit of Christ and that, if upon earth, You 

might not expect to meet him there. If you go out 
of the territory where he would go you neod not 
expect to find him Bishop Sunipson, 

Newton compares the Word to a curious cabinet 
richly furnished, but locked, hidden from the w 18 
and prodent of this world, who only look on the 

and outside commend is suverficial features 
Christ is the door, and prayer is the key. Through 
Him one may enter and fully explore the wealth of 
hoarded grace. Knock, and it shall be opened. 

A carping, fault-finding spirit is evidently the in 
spiration of a devil. To meet men openly aud to 
denounce their sins, is something noble and praise 
worthy ; but to play the part of a dog by barking 
from behind the fence, is a contemptible practice. 
Men are not slow to learn the purpose that moves 
you. They know that such conduct is actuated by 
spleen and chagrin at your own deficiencies, rather 
than by any just sense of the weakness of others : 
and the pursuance of such a course must always 
prove more injurious to yourself th:n to the parties 
who become the objects of your criticism. This 
unenviable temper, according to the proverb, is a 
gun whose reaction is far more to be dreaded than 
its execution. 

If you would not be of an angry temper, then do 
not feed the habit. Give it nothing to help its in- 
crease. Be quiet at first, and reckon the days in 
which you have not been angry. 1 used ‘to be 
angry every day ; now every other day ; then every 
third and fourth day and if you miss it solong as 
thirty days, offer a sacrifice of thanksgivitgto God. 
For habit is first weakened, and thén entirely de 
stroyed. “1 was not vexed to-day; northe next 
day ; nor for three or four months after ; but re- His commands ; practically makes Him of less 

the devil chiefly reposes. account thar the dictates of fashion, of the 

. 

strained myself under provocation” Be assured 
that you are in an excellent way. —Epicetas ads 

thal 


