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Juncts of its superior greatness. 

come within the reach of the telescope, from 

stricken out of existence, would be no move 
missed than one soldier in some grand army, 

from whose number if one cluster, composed 
though it is of all the countless stars. were 
dropped, it would be only as when, in some 
populous city, one block of buildings is consumed, 
and only a few of the inhabitants dw elling near 
80 much as know of the conflagration. 
we are carried on, reach beyond reach, till con 

The Futelligencer. 
SERMON. 

BY REV. DR. FIELD, BANGOR 

“ When I consider thy heavens the work of thy fingers, 
the moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained, what 
is man that thou art mindful of him, or the son of man 
that thou visitest him.” Ps. viii. 8, 4. 

At what period in David's life this was writ- 
ten—whether when a shepherd-boy he passed the 
night on the plains of his native Bethlehem, 
watching his flocks, or when a king he stood 
upon the roof of his palace, on some clear even. 
ing, and felt the grandeur of the glorious canopy 
which overshadowed him, or when driven forth, 
perliaps by the jealousy of Saul, perhaps by the 
ambition of his heartless and his godless son, he 
wandered in the desert wilderness—in either 
case the thought and the feeling is the same : and 
it is one which, at all times, has come home with 
force to the hearts of men when they have re- 
flected upon the wonders of the universe, and 
the comparative littleness of man in the midst 
of this vastness. David was the first to put into 
expression a universal sentiment—universal at 
least with the thoughtful part of the race. The 
starry heaven, on a clear night, is the grandest 
sight the world has to offer, and the mest 
fearful ; it is the most elevating and the most 
depressing. What a sense of the majesty and 
glory of God's universe it throws in upon the 
soul. What a sense of our own utter insignifi- 
cance, and of the possibly insignificant purposes 
which our evanescent existence may fulfil, in the 
infinite and eternal grandeur of the universe. 
And it is a feeling which must be stronger with 
every successive generation. Every age reveals 
more and more of the grandeur of the material 
universe, and in every age reflecting men have 
been forced to éry out with more and more of 
emphasis; and at times almost dismay and de 
spair, “ Lord, what is man that thou art mind 
ful of him, or the sen of man that thou visitest 
him.” Science is constantly extending our know 
ledge of the greatness of God's universe, and 
seems to lessen and degrade man proportionately 
in the scale of being, 

Take, for instanee, the science of Astronomy. 
It was the sight of the moon and the stars, a 
sense of the greatness of the universe as night 
reveals it, which called forth the exclamation of 
the Psalmist. But what did David know of the 
wonders of the heavens in comparison with what 
we know. If he was amazed and overwhelmed, 
what word may fitly express the feeling which 
we may fitly have. Now that the telescope has 
revealed to us something of the vastness of the 
universe, made us to know that each star which 
we see stands for thousands or tens of thousands 
which we do not see, that each one of these is 
the centre of a system perhaps vaster than the 
whole universe as it stood to the thought of 
David. To him this earth, after all, was the 
great central body of the universe, around which 
all the worlds revolved ; the sun, moon and stars, 
great as they are, only its attendants, the ad 

We know more 
of the greatuess even of our earth than Datid 
did, but we do not think of it, for we have learned 
of other magnitudes, such that they dwarf our 
little world into mere nothingness. We know 
that the sun, which to David was only a satel 
hte of a world, is so vast that in the caverns and 
valleys of its surface thousands of globes like 
our world ‘could be hid away, and be scarcely 
more noticeable than to the traveller among the 
Alps the huts of the cottagers in the valleys and 
on the mountain sides are noticeable, And, 
then, what is our sun, with all its attendant 
worlds, but a floating speck when compared with 
the countless hosts of suns and systems which 

whose ranks our sun, with its attendant worlds, 

than one leaf in a mighty forest, And then the 
whole hemisphere of separate suns and stars 
which we see is enly one cluster, like the ne- 
bul, scores of which we see in the heavens, and 

And so 

ception can go no farther, The universe, even 
as we know it, reaclies so far that there are stars 
from which a ray of light starting when David 
wrote his Psalm, and which has been travelling 
ever since at the rate of some 200,000 miles a 
second, has not had time to reach us yet. The 
new world which the astronomers lately discov- 
ered, the light may have started from it when 
the suns of the morning were shouting over our 
new-born earth, and has only just had time to 9 
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come up with us. 
up illustrations, they only confound and perplex 

is of the inexpressible insignificance of man aid 
all this vastness, and the contemptibleness of all 

open fields how full of life everything is. 

grove resounds with innumerable birds ; the air, 

But it is of no use to heap 

us. The only distinet impression we carry away 

human pride. On a warm summer's day in the 
You 

hear the busy hum and uproar of some neighbor- 
ing city ; the great cattle graze leisurely ; the 

the earth, the water, swarms with multitudinous 
life. Now, if you could know of some little ant in 
a hillock, which your foot had well-nigh crushed, 
thinking as if it were the only object of any con- 
siderable importance in the universe ; everything 
created for it, the little pebble, huge granite 
mountains, made for it, the neighboring hillock 
the utmost limit to which his vision can reach ; 
other planets of his system made for him ; your- 
self, perhaps, some part of whom has come within 
his vision, a great being, whose care it is to 
watch over his interests, and should fancy that 
his extinction would bring a cloud over the uni- 
verse, it would be only a fitting type of the fool- 
ish vanity of some man, who walks proudly 
through this life, fancying himself of some im- 
portance in the universe, when if he and the 
whole race were stricken out of existence it 
would make no more commotion in our universe 
than in our world the treading out of exstence 
of some gt ; no more commotion than when a 
-, snowflake in a storm drops into the water 
und melts away forever. It is not possible to 
find any figure strong enough to express the in- 
significance of man in the vastness of God's uni- 
verse. Verily what is man, that God should be 
mindful of him, or the son of man that He should 
visit him, 

But there is another science which comes in 
to intensify this feeling, to aggravate the sense 
of our insignificance in another direction. 
Geology does, by our conceptions of time, what 
astronomy does by those of space—gives us to 
know of cycles of ages which have passed over 
our earth, and which make man’s little lifetime 
seom as insignificant in the sweep of thé a 
with which ‘the world is familiar as his body is 
insignificant in the vastness of the material uni- 
verse. When our world was supposed to have 
come into existence, only a few thousands of 
years ago, an ordinary lifetime held within its 
compass no small part of its history. A few 
scores of such lives would reach back to the first 
beginning. But our geology tells us of ages lying 
between us and the dawn of creation, ages so 
vast that we have no way of expressing it dis- 
tinctly. He who once thought himself sole loxd 

alone all earthly things a$ least were created, is 
made to know of succession upon succession of 
beings, who for ages unknown occupied the earth 
as their own, and acted their part here ; and he 
is made to feel that perhaps his race is only a 
tenant for some brief period of a few ten thous 
ands of centuries, to give place in its turn to 
some other and higher race. When one tries to 
follow geology back he is lost in the immensity 
of the ages past, as when he tries to follow as 
tronomy in her flight through systems upon sys- 
tems, he is lost in the boundlessness of the space 
filled with the sweep of the universe, He tries 
to follow up the ages during which the once soft 
rock that received the impression of some beast’s 
or bird's foot was slow ly hardening into the rock 
which no strength of man can dent; then he 
is called up to follow back through other ages, 
when the soft beach, a part of the bed of some 
mighty ocean, was slowly being elevated to the 
surface to make a part of the continent, there to 
gather slowly, at the rate of a few inches in the 
course of a century, the deposits which make a 
part of the earth's strata ; then, after ag: s, to be 
slowly depressed again into the ocean depths to 
receive for other cveles other deposits, and then 
to be again elevated and again depressed, 

And now the microscope comes in with its 
revelations, taking up the universe where the 
telescope leaves it, and in the opposite direction 

We are 
made to see the universe spreading before us, 
depth beneath depth, reach beyond reach, as be- 
fore we had seen it rising above us. 

opens to us new regions of existence, 

Every 
drop of water hasits population as multitudinous, 
perhaps, as that of the globe. Each of the little 
beings as perfect in its organization. as graceful 

as the 

: each, too, as import 
ant perhaps, in its own estimation, as each one 
of us. 

in form, as rich in coluring, most rol HUI 

geous of the beings WO Sed 

Every increased power of the lens brings 
to light new inhabitants of the drop, more 1n 
finitesimal suggesting to us the 
thought that if man could indefinitely increase 
the power of his instruments he would find in 
definite worlds within each drop. He now 
the blood flowing in the veins of the animal 
cule ; with a a lens of sufficient power he might, 
perhaps, see each drop of that blood filled also 
with it animaleule, perfect in its organization, 
with its blood also and its animaleule-—world 
within world ; and who shall say where the pro- 
cess stops. 

existences, 

MOOR 

Perhaps around us are beings, invis 
ible to us because our senses act in a different 
sphere, to whom our world is but a dewdrop 
and we the animalcule scarce visible, and other 
orders above them to whom they are as the ani- 
malcule. But, speaking only what we kuow, 
what a wonderful being He must be who, after 
creating sun and moon and stars without num 
ber, over spaces which we cannot express, aud 
of magnitudes which we cannot conceive, pro 
ceeding in the other direction, elaborates within 
the space of a pin's head worlds within worlds, 

| Yet science is his creation, and testifies to noth- 

awakens in his mind ideas of grandeur and sub- 
limity, and se:ves perhaps its highest purpose, 
feeding the thought and sentiment. Unconsei- 
ous of its own greatness, it rolls through space 
a vast mass of intelligence. Man feels its signi- 
ficance, sees in it the greatness of which itself 
is ignorant, therein sets forth how much greater 
he is than itself. Yea, he makes the monstrous 
mass serve his commonest purposes. The very 
food which is upon his table comes from some 
foreign land, through the service which the sun 
and the stars are made to render, in making out 
a safe pathway for his ships. When Lis vessel 
is tossed on the waters and he knows not where 
it is, with some cunning instrument he surveys 
the sun, and bids it render up its secret; and 
straightway knows where h& is 4s surely as 
though he was in some familiar stheet of his native 
city. We would preserve the features of some 
friend, and he makes the sun turn painter for 
him, and fasten upon the imperishable plate a 
likeness more exact than any art could make. 
The ray of light which comes from it, by which 
we see all things, but itself too sulle otherwise 
to be seen, with some cunningly contrived in- 
strument he catches it, and untwists its many 
colored beams as easily as you would untwist 
the coarsest thread, and makes it tell him also 
strangest secrets of the composition of the great 
globe from which it comes: in endless ways he 
makes it serve his knowledge and his use. He 
has found out also powers more potent and more 
subtle than any of which David knew, and has 
reduced them to his service. He makes the 
electricity carry his messages, and outstrips the 
sun itself in the speed with which it does his er- 
rands ; he makes the steam wheel him and his 
heaviest merchandize through space at a speed 
which laughs to scorn the swiftest coursers. A 
strange dominion this being, so limited in his 
immediate presence and power, exercises over the 
forces of nature. How comes it that he. who is 
confined to a point of space, knows what is tak- 
ing place untold millions of mike from this 
earth, what planets are approaching each other, 
at what moment they will obscure pach other's 
light. How comes it that he who is confined to 
& moment of time, can tell what teok place un- 
told years ago, in what order the mighty pillars 
of the earth men first laid, what st “ange histor- 
ies were enacted on the surface of the globe in 
successive cycles before Adam was A strange 
and curious power an insignificant being has, 
that lie should tear the secrets from the heart of 
boundless space and of indefinite time. Let 
science speak of him disparagingly, as it may in 
the magnitude of the universe it has discovered, 

ing else so strongly as to the greatness of man 
and bis dominion over this lower universe. Let 
it flnd out what resemblance it way between him 
and the other animals, it is constrained to ac- 
knowledge that a mighty distance separates him 

each with its own firmament, its various tribes, 
its mighty interests ; each perhaps as much the 
object of His care as the solid globe or the 
mightiest sun which wheels its course through 

Iu all this multiplicity of ex 
istence, what is man that such a being should 
regard him and visit him with the special tokens 
of His favor, 

boundless space, 

And now there comes another science which 

deals with atoms, and of which the microscope 
may have furnished the suggestion Chemistry. 
It takes in pieces the body of the lord of the 
world to see if it may find anything peculiar 
there to Justify his peculiar claims. As the 

other sciences can find nothing in his relative 
position or magnitude to sustain his proud as 
sumptions, $0 this wishes to know if there be 

anything finer in his organization than in those 
of the beings and objects around him, upon 
which he builds his claims. It finds the same 
elements here as anywhere else ; in his blood the 
same iron which is in the earth ; the same oxygen 
and hydrogen which is in the air ; the same car 

bon which is in the plant ; absolutely not one 
element which it does not find ina growing vege - 

table ; he is but a part of the common earth ; his | 

body grows and declines by the same law ; it is 
decomposed by the sae processes, and then the 

elements show the sane phenomena - they com 

bine with other elements; they freeze, they burn, 
they have the same weight and density, they 

To be sure, there 

Long ago revelation recognized ! 

it, when it said, “ Dust thou art, and unto dust | | 

shalt thou return,” but science. now that it has | « 

found out by its own processes how true this 
utterance is, fancies that the discovery is all its || 
own, and asks, with something of contempt in 
its tone, what is man that God should be mind- | 

ful of him? what is man but a mere cunning ar 

have all the same properues. 
is an old truth. 

rangeinent of the same particles which we see 
ev ery where else 

nobler animal ? 

Then comes anatomy and physiology. 

a figer piece of organization, a | 1 

Shall 
we not find, they say, in the inward structure the 
differentialing element, the peculiarity which 
marks man out for something other and greater 
than can be found anywhere else ! Shall we not 
find in the brain, in the heart, some particle or 
element which shall suggest the idea of a dif: 
ferent order of being, an arrangement which has 
reference to an intelligent and spiritual nature 1 
May there not be something so peculiar that we 
shall have reason to say ; Here is the residence 
of thought ; herve is the throne of a self govern 
ing willl Nay, but these sciences affirm that 
one great type is to be found underlying all the 
forms of animal existence ; that in the internal 
structure of man there is nothing strange ; that 
from the lowest forms of life there is an ascend- 
ing scale of structure, sim. its consummation 
in man, the noblest of them all, but one with the 
rest ; the highest in degree, but the same in 
kind. A finer texture, to be sure, to the brain, 
a better arched skull, a firmer tread ; this all, 
but the essential structure the samo. 

In view of all these things we may well be 
disposed to exclaim with the Psalmist, *“ What is 
man that thou art mindful of him, or the Son of 
wan that thou visitest him.” For you may 
well notice that the Psalmist is sure that not- 
withstanding all man's insignificance, God is 
mindful of him. This is the difference between 
his feeling of man's littleness and the skeptics. 
The skeptic stops with the first clause What is 
man.” The Psalmist goes on to say “ What is 
man that thou visitest him.” The skeptic says, 
what is man that we should indulge in so idlea 
dream as to suppose that God cares for him. 
The Psalmist, “ What is man that thou should- 
est bestow upon him the glory which thou ae- 
tually hast, that thou shouldest be mindful of 
him and visit him. It is no question with him 
that God has bestowed a peculiar grace and 
honor upon this being, who occupies so small a 
space amidst the grandeur of His other works, 
In proof that it is so, the Psalmist goes on to 
speak of the dominion which God has given man 
over all His other works. 

Insignificant as he is, he rules them all. he 
says. But how imperfectly the Psalmist under- 
stood that dominion, how imperfect it then was 
in comparison with the dominion which man 
new sways over the material universe. Insig- 
nificant as he is, in comparison with the sun 
for instance, yet how he rules over it ; puts, 
it into his scales, weighs and measures it, as he 
does the things of daily use. Not an element 
enters into its huge mass, which he does not 
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' of this Tower world, for whose good and whose 
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know ; he can tell you what substance floats in 
its flame. By the very hugeness of its wags db dominion over the powers of nature, bespeaks 

A EF 0 Mn» 

| science, gathering in knowledge aud dominion 
| without limit, they remain the same. 

that in the Person of his Son he has assumed 

this wonderful sense he 
writer of the Hebrews, in quoting this Psalm, 

from them ia this, if in nothing else—that 
whilst he has been enlarging the boundaries of 

Jetween 
the beaver and the dwelling it constructed for 
itself thousands of years ago, on the shores of 
Swiss lakes, and those of to-day, there is no per- 
ceptible difference ; between the primeval man 
and the dwellings he built thousands of years 
ago over the Swiss lakes, and those of to-day. 
the difference is lnmense In his onward pro 
gress, under the influence of his higher intellect 

ual life, his body has put on a higher type, the 
dome of the skull is 

vier, the forehead 

the tread firmer. 
Yes, if the littleness of 

man seem littler in the unmensity of the world 
and the eras it has revealed, it has also made 
his greatness the greater; for science is but his 
thought, and through it he has arisen to such a 
dominion over this lower world as David little | 
apprehended. 

broader, the brain is hea 
broader, the chest broader, 

science has made 

And what he has achieved is 
but the beginning of what he will achieve. He 
has only opened his eyes as yet upon the won 
ders of God's universe ; when ages shall have 
passed over him, as many as preceding i 

stages of the earth's existence 

ovel 

who shall say to : 

what knowledge and to what dominion he shall 
have grown. 

But let him not be proud or elated. 
of himself, 

he hath 

It is not 
This dominion and this knowledge 

because God hath visited him. 
wth put honor upon him, He hath made him 
wut little than the angels, 

rowned him with glory and honor, 
But God bath visited him and hath shown 

iis regard for him mainly in the wonderful fact, 

1 lower hath and 
1 

ur humanity and hath dwelt among men. In 

The hath visited us. 

nakes it refer to this alone. God hath visited 
us, he says, in the Person of His Son. He speaks 
of it in the same uiquestioning manner in which 
David speaks of the dominion and power given 
unto men, He 

had looked upon 
His glory as of the only begotten of the Father, 
full of grace and truth, It is 
ing truth, 

. 

He makes no question of it. 
knows it. He hath seen Him 

indeed an amaz 

But =hall we fiad things wonderful 
and amazing everywhere else in the universe 
in every science from that which deals with 
atoms and particles, up to that which deals with 
suns and systems of suns—shall we find no 
end to the marvels which slike the microscope 
and the telescope reveal, so that we are ready 
to say “It is too much to believe,” and shall we 
not expect to find things amazing when through 
the telescope of God's word, we look at the 
wpiritual earth and the spiritual heavens. Shall 
the science of matter reveal to us at every step, 
things stranger than any fiction, and shall the 
science of the soul, and of God, and of their 
mutual relation, be tame and common-place 
If, when God makes to us a revelation of his 
Power, it is something boundless—there is no 
limit to it in time or in space. We go on from 
oue overwhelming conception to another, till the . h » people worship, sy should t mind falls down weary and exhausted with the | t 811 the gv a— : Th Y wp—y - 
effort. Whatever conception we reach and mas- | °*}Y come before the Lord with a SE. Go det Pp : every heart should be lifted up to God.— Tele tér, being only the stepping-stone to something | *"™~ 
further and higher, if it be so. I say, with the sooge. 
revelation which God makes of his coarser at- 
tribute, such as his power, then when it comes 
to the revelation of his higher attribute, of His 
Love, shall we not expect also to be carried 
from height to height, till we are lost in the 
glory of a manifestation which defies our utmost 
conception. The amazingness of this truth is 
Just what puts it in harmony with all God's other 
manifestations—its incredibleness is in part what 
makes it most wredible. The revelations of 
God's Power-—His skill, His resources in the 
material world being so wonderful, it would be 
a suspicious circumstance, if the revelation of 
His love did not furnish us with instances and 
forms of that love, so strange as almost to defy 
our faith. Nothing in the world is so strange 
snd amazing as that truth—God took upon 
himself the nature, not of angels, but of man, 
and dwelt among us, We accept it, wonder- 
ingly, adoringly. God :a the person of his Soa 
hath visited us. Oh! what honor this truth 
does to our poor humanity, We speak of the 
dignity os human nature ; we do well—but no 
where. else do we see this dignity so strikingly 
set forth as in the incarnation of Christ, God 
put the supreme crown of Glory upon our hu- 
wanity when he took it into mysterious union 
with Himself. ‘That man should have such 

cere heart demands 

ousness of the needs of 

matter of the supplication 

much in directing the minds of the people if he 

1s thoughtful, prudent, and wise, 
of an audience cannot only be won to the speak 

a minister comes before the congregation to lead 

its worship. 

sanctimonious air nor the demeanor of a reli 
gious buffoon, but he must come with the glow of 
the presence of God on his countenance. 
people will see it and at once recognize the fact 

that one is at their 
close to God. 

beget a spirit | 

soul will be impressed with the Lord's nearness 

erent, or even a careless manner. 
simple thought or word uttered to a congrega 
tion to arrest the mind 

and becoming for God. 

to draw the congregation toward the Lord, and 
induce all to a spirit of worship. 
seek this end. 
with a mere preaching of the word of -God ; but 

kim : we know it, for the Psalmist so tells us. 
that the wonderfulness of the science He has 
built up testifies of a wonderfulness in His 
nature, We know also—for it comes from 
something in his nature, kindred to that of the 
great Being, who made all things that man is 
able to interprat so readily the thoughts and the 
plans of the Great Creator. But the greatest 
proof surely of the dignity of our human 
ity is, that it was such in its nature that the 
Son of God could take it upon himself without 
contamination. That our humanity should be 
exalted into such nearness with Divinity : 
This certainly is the supremest honor and glory 
that hath or ever can be put upon our humanity. 

Let us give ull the glory then to God. It 
is he who has given unto man his dominion—it 
is He who put all things under him, and has 
made the secret forces of nature work at His bid- 
ding. 
on him, how small he is. It is He who 

knowledge of these truths, which alone shed any 
abiding dignity or worth upon our existence, 
Let us not speak of humanity then, but of God, 
and end as the Psalmist did by saying, “0, 
Lord, how excellent is all thy name in all the 
earth,” 

“LET US ALL PRAY." 
A prominent minister of our church, who led 

the devotions of the audience assembled to par 
Ucipate in one of the eRercises of commence 
ment week of Union Biblical Seminary, at the 
conclusion of the first singing addressed the 
audience, saying, “ Let us all pray.” It was utter 
ed in a full, audible tone, yet in becoming mod 
esty and reverence, Indeed, it had in it a deli 
cacy of expression which that the 
preacher felt himself on the threshold of the 
awful temple of God, where the soul meets him 

Yet 

showed 

in the holiest service and worship of love, 
there was in words 

The pray, 
in them of wast importance, and 

which should often be brought to the attention of 
the people of God. 

those something 
should never be forgot. words, all 
have a lesson 

It is a fact that in many of our congregations 
there is but little praying, except that done by 
the one who leads in prayer. TY maintain a 
true spirit of devotion in a congregation assem- 
bled for religious worship is not an easy task, 
though it seems stranoe that this should be the 
case. 
When there is a season of special revival in 

fluence prevailing, and men and women are 
awakened to a feeling that there is something 
for them to do iu the salvation of some souls, 
then a congregation is sometimes found which is 
burdened with the throes of prayer. When this 
is not the case, the preacher does the praying 

Those denominations which use extended lit 
urgies, aim by their use to enlist the members 
in the service, and to engage their hearts while 

his dignity and the honor which God puts upon 

Apart from what God hath bestowed up- 
hath 

visited us in the person of his Son, to give us the 

' 
which | 

essay upon it, to be read at the next meeting, 
which being overheard by a female sers ant, 

| exclaimed : : 
“ What ! a whole month waiting "to tell the 

meaning of that text! It is one of the easiest 
and best texts in the Bible.” 

or Well, well !” sand an old minister. 
what can you say about it? 
you understand it. 
“Oh, ves, sir!” 

“ What! when you have so 
do?” : 

ai Why, sir, the more 1 have to do, the more | 
can pray.” 

“Indeed? Well, Mary, do let us know how 
it is ; for most people thick otherwise.” 

“Well, sir, said the girl, “ when T first open 
my eyes in the morning, I pray, * Lord, open 
the eyes of my understanding !" and while T am 

} 
Sie 

Let us know how 

Can you pray all the time?” 

many things to 

robe of righteousness 
me, I ask for the washing of regeneration : 
as 1 begin to work, 1 pray that I may have 
strength equal to my day ; when I begin t« 
kindle up the fire, 1 pray that God's work may 
revive in my soul ; and as I sweep the house, 1 

impurities ; 

of breakfast, T desire to be fed with the hidden 
raanna and the sincere milk of the Word : and 
as I am busy with the little children. 1 look up 
to God as my Father, and pray for the spirit of 
adoption, that I may be His child 
day. 

P : and so on all 

Everything I do furnishes me a thought 
of prayer.” 

So like warp and woof we can weave prayer 
and Scripture into the scenes of daily life, 

| The Bible gives “ Preludeson Current Events” 
as apropos as those of Joseph Cook, though cen 
turies old. Daily papers might find deeper and 
no less appropriate editorials than any of them 
write on the war cloud political con ruption, | 

| communism, bankruptcy, and frauds, in the 
: » . 

| pages of seripture The Bible holds 1t8 pl 10 1n 

| this age of daily papers as the Book of the day 
by this eternal timeliness in its words 

ALLEGED CRUELTY OF THE BIBLE 
It is said the Bible is cruel. To prove this, 

the enemies of the Bible give us the story of the 

Joshua, the extermination of the Canaanites, and 
then declare that the Bible approves of lacera 
tion and manslaughter, 
great many people who had this 
in their hands, Was the effect of this “ cruel * 
book upon them to send them towards vivisec 
tion, towards maltreatment, towards mauling ? 
Did your friends come out and practically say i 
“1 have been reading about the extermination 

of the Canaanites, and now I mean to cut, stab, 
bruise, and beat to pieces everyhody 1 can meet 1” 
As your children have studied the Bible, have | 
they got more and more of a tendency to pull | 

: the wings off flies, and to pin grasshoppers, and | the lips utter a series of prayer provided in the 
book of prayers No one who has examined 
those prayers carefully will deny that many of 
them are the most comprehensive and specific 
that eculd well be produced. The prayers for 
the regular Episcopal service embrace almost 
every condition of men that could be conceived. 
Some may become interested in the use of these 

- | 
prayers, and make them the expression of living 

devotion ; but the experience of many is that 
their use is attended with formality, The sin 

action of the 

intellect producing or presenting from a consci 
the the form and 

Where this is lack 

the associate 

soul 

The attention 

toward 

There is something in the very manner in which 

sr, but may be quickly turned God, 

He does not need to assuine a 

The 

head who will lead them 

Such a feeling or thought will 
of inquiry and prayer ; for the 

It is a sad thing for any person to introduce the 
worship of God in a light aud trifling, or irrev 

Sometimes a 

the 

1s very effective 

and remind it of 
presence of the Great Master, 

The thought may suggest different methods 

Let every one 
Our Sabbaths should not pass 

THE BIBLES PRELUDES ON CURRENT 
EVENTS. 

BY REV, W. F., CRAFTS, 

One of the most valuable methods for making 
the Bible familiar and delightful, is to associate 
its words with passing events and daily occupa 
tions. Awaking in the morning, ask, “ What 
does the Bibl» say about awaking, arising, about 
washing, about clothing, about the light and the 
day?" At breakfast ask yourself or your 
friends, “ What does the Bible say about food, 
about eating, about bread, water, and the table 1” 
Going to business, ask, “ What does God say 
about business, about merchants, carpenters, 
farmers, ete.?” Bailing, vecall passages about 
lakes and seas ; on the cars, texts about journeys ; 
thus mingling Scripture with life, and life with 
Scripture. Not only will passages recur and 
receive fresh interest by association, but wé'shall 
observe and remember ether appropriate texts 
on these points when we read them. 
A number of ministers were assembled for the 

discussion of dificult questions; and, among 
others, it was asked how the command to “ pray 
without ceasing” could be complied with. 
Various suppositions were started ; and at langth 
ono of the number was appointed to write an 

SRE op ROM in, C5 

to rob birds’ nests # If the Bible is « ruel, why | 
| does it not show its cruelty in that direction 1 | 
So far from its being true, all the asylums and | 
institutions of mercy in this country have been | 
founded by Bible When did this 
bloody book, S50 called by some, implant cruelty 

in the heart of George Peabody, of Miss Dix, of 
Florence Nightingal | 
Frederick Obes lin, of Abbott Lawrence 1 Look ! 
at those twenty Christian women in ‘a hospital 

believers. 

of John Howard, of John | 

They are washing wounds, they are administer- | 
ing cordials, they are taking the last message of | 
the expiring. Those Christian women have § 
been reading this book all their lives. and now 
they are reading it to the sick and the dying 

led, in the | s 

to Christ. No | 

, than the virtue | 

to a sense of ruin and want. and is 

the truth, 

sooner does he touch that rock 

strong captavity of 

dressing 1 pray that I may be clothed with the 
; and when I have washed 

and 

pray that my heart may be cleansed from all its 
and while preparing and partaking 

ancient wars, passages in the story of David and | 

You have known a | 
‘ eruel ” book | know it is over ; 

for heaven 

[EDITOR AND PROPRIETOR. 

Our Pores.—We have in this world a few in 
fallible people ; and from the pope downward, 
they are the most difficult to get on with, With 
rather more shortcomings than other folks, they 
teem themselves unusually w 1se, and are q ite 

prone to become dogmatic and emphatic. Cher 
ishing full faith in their own ideas and pla: S 
they are not quite able LO see how other Pre pie 

ire not sacredly bound to submit to their godly 
and unerring Judgment The situation of these 
mfallibles is unfortunate, for such is the obtuse 
ness and pig-headedness of men in general, that 
they will not accept the dicta of these hor popes, 
and then there ensues a conflict. To dispute the 
decisions of popes 18 the most mortal of sins, 

God : 

and how can society have rest while the orders 
of these peculia people are not obeved The 
entrance of these infallible people into a com 
munity, 

Do they not give utterance to the will of Will © 

a church, or a household, is 4 most un- 
fortunate affair ; broils are sure to follow, Ban 

s Herald, 
18h the popes, if you want 

) 

Do NOT Warr Fol Ferra Ww hilst you can- 

not feel too keenly, do not wait for feeling. No 
sorrow for the past can be too poignant « but do 

not wait for that sorrow If the 
arisen till he was satisfied with 
would have died in the far 
which do not 

prodigal had not 
his ow nrepentance, he 

The 

eves of famine 
will come unbidden at the feast of fat things 

country 

flow from the gaunt 
tears 

; and 
the fountains of the great de: p, which freeze in the 
winter of remoteness and estrangement, will break 

The 

““ Father, 

» be called 
mime miquity and receive 

whatever the 

up and brim over in the sunshine of mercy 
word which you take, be it what it may : 
[ have sinned and am no more worthy t 

“Take 

me graciously 

thy son; AWAY 

word may be. let it 
be a true one and swifter than vour r turn will be 
the foolst ps of forteoming pardon : a 1 great as 
may be Your own nn res nn restora 

grace, no less will be the jov in heat In over your 
repentance Rev. James Hamill D.D, 

A Crrev's Praves At the close of a relic- 
ous service, and when the people had nearly all 
left the building, a pastor saw a little girl with her 

| head bowed on the back of the pew, and passing 
down the aisle he said to himself, *‘ the little child 
has fallen asleep So he tapped her on the 
shoulder and said, ‘ the service 1s She 

[ am praying, sir; I am pray 
ing “ Well,” said the minister, *¢ Whatsoeve, 

| ye ask of God, believing, ye will receive She 
said, ““is that in the Bible I" ** Y 5,” "he maid. 

‘ there is a promise oi that kind in the Bible. 
" Well.” she said, *“ let me see it." So he leafed 
over the Bible until he ¢ ane to the promise. and 
she said, *‘ that's so. isn't ? Now, 0 Lord, bring 
wy father to this church to-night When tho 
child had begun to pray, one hour before, for he: 
father, he was three miles away 

impulse that he could not 

to the chur h, 

father's 

: but by some strang: 
understand, he hastened 

there the knelt, the 
k, and the child's 

arm around the father's neck. and t} 

and twain 

arm around the child's nec 

en they started 

And it Was an the child's Miswer to 

| prayer 

I'he chariot of God's providence 

Rutherford 

r inneth not 

pon broken wheels 

I would give n thing for that man's re lighon wh 
very dog and cat are n t th 

Hill 
€ Detter for it fon 

: : . | How is it possible to expect that mankind will 
ing, and prayer has not in it the intelligent sug At what point does the cruelty of this book « op | take advice, when they will Ls + gestions of the wants of the supplicant, dull, cold | out in the life of that ministering angel of the autres rs - wey will not as much as take 
formality s00n follows. hospital | Do vou find it in the gentleness of | : - Big 
Some pastors of congregations, in order to en her step, or 1a the soft cadence of her voiloe, or in | D Ity 18 the voice of God, and a m AM) 18 neither list the people in prayer, have all Jom in the | her prayer for the dying, *“ Lord Jesus, receive | worthy of a good home he re, or a heaven, that is audible use of the Lord's prayer at some time | Lis spirit’ When you can make a roseleaf | not wilting to be is peril for a a ra during the service. That it would be better to pierce like a bayonet, when you can make icicles | Brown 

e engaged at any time in using this wonderful out of the south wind, when vou can poison the | wayer than in looking about or sleeping as the | tongue with honey made out of blossoming buck Happy indeed are those wi “es "w Wika weacher prays, there would be few to question. | wheat—then you can find people practicing the world has not changed the tdne of their feel ' jut the use of this form of prayer soen becomes | cruelty learned from the Bible Talmaqge | or broken the musical chords of th heart wh like others cold for mality 3 
| Vibrations are so melodious, s tender, and so Some pastors are apparently contented to 3 ' n : p— | touching, in the evening of their lives 

IAVe One pray at a ume, an | think all the lack HOW T0 BEAUTIFY GODS HOUSE. » ‘ H ing is supplied if now and then a good, hearty But there is a way to be adding ever increa- | Love is indeed heaven upon earth, since heaven 
ol amen” 1s heard from some old Christian sol sing beauty to the house of God Oh that we above would not be heaven w th t tor, wher lier We love the sincere, appropriate, and | may prize it more and more and more! Go out | is not love, there is fea but ‘ perfect loy wtoth levout “amen.” and pray that the time may into the lanes and highw AYS ; hind some outcast | out fear And yet we raturally fear st t fiend never come in the history of our church when it } wretch—some stray fragment of the universal | what we most love, — William 1 will be hushed. It is too scarce in some of our | wreck of man. some trampled stone in the miry fo hy Ls congregation but even it is not all that is | clay : sound oud the word of the Lord, that harp % IRembEr Shas sh POA ad oo Cal needed. of blessed music by which the spirit draws dead | '\® sunken piers upon which to rest t bridgs 

“ Let us all pray " let the whole congregation stones to Christ By and by under the powel x his frame, EA th dark waters of obliy 
worship before the Lord T 18 preacher can do | of God blessing the word, that soul is awakened | Che y are out or sight but without them no s per 

tructure can stand se re Long) 

Men talk to much about the w rid Each one of 

of a new life comes into him, and he lives. The | “® hore, Jot the world go as it will, ry oe victor lofe of God is shod abroad in his heart The | ous or got vetorious, has he not a life of his own 
garniture of inward graces, more precious than | 0 lea LT One lif » ne geen n of time beteewn 
the finest gold, adorns him He is united to | "Wo eternities ; no second chance to us fore 1 

Christ, and through him to God. Here is the | more Carlyle 

honor of the church, the preciousnoes of the Gos | Joyisa prize unbought, and is freest, purest in pel, and. the glory of the grace of God How ity ow: whit. i commas ute mall RET oi 
wonderful that communication of life, that res baie To n ; 
surrectiof from, that ascension of the regenerate | ehh 0 4s a place, will BG if i" You must TY 
soul “to sit in heavenly places with Christ * | it with you, else it 1s 0 it there You must have it 

Look unto the rocks whence he was hewn, and in you as the music of a well-ordered s ud, the fire 
the hole of the pit whence he was digged ! How of a holy purpose, the welling up, out of the central 
1s God glorified in such anaddition to his Church! depths, of eternal springs, that hide their waters 
What joy is it to the angels to do his will | By 
such 1s the church a building of God. Thus 
does it rise towards heaven, They are thy jew 

els, daughter of Zion ; o- thy walls, salvation ; 

thy gates praise,” 

TIT TEPP—— 

THEY NEED OVERSIGHT. 
The Sunday-School Times justly says : 
Children’s prayer-meetings are growing in 

prominence and favor. They are held as asupple 
ment to the ordinary Sunday-school session in 
many places. And they are not uncommon in 
connection with public and private schools on 
week-days. «+ Much good has been done through 
them ; like most good things, they are not with. 

out their dangers, They need watching. If 
children are left to themselves in these meetings, 
they are likely to give and to get crude or wrong 

ideas as to some of the most important truths of 

veligion, Children who have been well taught 

at home and in the Sunday-school have been 
harmed by what they have heard in a children's 
prayer-meeting. They hay e been led by ignor- 
ant, or irrveligious, or canting companions to 

thick that they ought to have certain experi- 
ences, or to pass through certain phases of feel- 
ing, before they could trust Jesus as their per 
sonal Saviour, Even those who were already 
disciples of Christ have been caused to waver in 
their child-like faith, because they had never 
looked upon their Father in heaven as an angry 
God, from whose wrath they must flee or hide. 
And other evils also have shown themselves in 
conjunction with these gatherings, of the little 
ones for social prayer. Wise and observant 
leaders should be over these children’s prayer- 
meetings, or should watch them at every point, 
and be prompt and faithful to recognize and meet 
the errors into which those having a part in 
them have fallen, or are in danger of being led. 

Pe — 

Haste trips up its own heels, tetters aud stops 

- 

{ there Bushnell 

Every failure is a st Pp LO success, avery detection 

of what is false directs toward whet is true ; every 

Not 

only so, but scarcely any attempt is entirely a fail- 

trial exhausts some tempting form of error, 

ure ; scarcely any theory, the result of steady 

thought, is altogegher false ; no tempting form is 

without some latent charm derived from truth. 

HW he We U 

Don’t be discouragad if, in the outset of life, 
things do not go on smoothly, It seldom happens 
that the hopes we cherish for the future are ve- 
alized. The path of life appears smooth and easy, 
but when we come to travel it, we find it up-hill 
and generally trying enough. Don’t be discouraged 
under any circumstances. Go steadily foward. 
Rather consult your own conscience than the 
opinion of men, though the latter is not to be dis- 
regarded. 

It has been well and truthfully said with a special 
reference to parents, *‘ If you want your sons and 

daughters wo be noble men and women, till their 

minds, while they are children, with a dread of 

that which is impure and unholy, and bring them 

to the Lord in faith, that he may make their hearts 

a fortress guarded by his Spirit. There is no time 

like the present for wise precautions against evil.” 
The enemy should not be allowed one moment to 
sow the seed of sin and tempumation. * Now” is 
always the accepted and safest time, 

Brooklyn ladies are circulating an agreement for 
signatures which recites that fox five years they will 
not patronize A. T. Stewart's store, in consequence 
of the unseemly insinuations regarding the manage- 
went and failure of the Women's Hotel, hoping in 
that time the managers may better learn the char 
acteristics of American women. A mass i 
Tuesday night, denounced Judge Hilton as a fraud 
for converting the woman's hotel into a genuine 
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