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In the seventh chapter of the gospel of St.
Joln, and the forty-sixth verse, you will find
my text: “Never man spake like this man.”

“This was the unwilling utterance of the officer
who had been sent to arrest the person of Christ
but who came away without having accomplish-
ed his object. His prejudice and his hatred
were overcome by the magnetic power of Christ’s
speech and presence. It is a great pity, beyond
words to express, that we have no authentic
pen-portrait cr picture of any kind of the Mas-
ter. His personal appearance is left very large-
ly to our imagination ; and we think of Him as
one possessing all physical beauty, and crowned
with spiritual Omripotence. But although we
cannot speak with any degree of authority con-
cerning His face, His height or His manner,
there are certain important characteristics which
very evidently belonged to Him, and which
more than satisfy us as we kneel in adwmiration
that grows to adoration before the altar of which
He is the High Priest. We know that there
was a singular and irresistible fascination con-
nected with Him, and that wherever He went
the crowds gladly, thirstily, hunge ingly listened
to every word that came from His golden lips,
He was in deadly earnest; He spoke with
divine enthusiasm of matters hidden from us,
but with which He was perfectly familiar. He
spoke of the heaven from which He had come, and
the midst of which He had lived during the in-
finite ages of the past, as you and I would speak
of a happy bhome which we had just left, He
looked into the world’s eye, as the sun looks into
the cradle of a child, and the world’s heart beat
with unusual power, He spoke into the world’s
ear, and the world felt the influence, and thought
itself listening to divine musie,

Let me weigh my words well. T make a
very serious distinction between earnestness and
fanaticism.
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Christ has been called fanatic. This
criticism does not show a Just appreciation of
His character. A man who is fanatical rushes
towards his end with great force, propelled by
an irresistible impulse, but forgetful of all things
except the one only object. Christ, then, was
no fanatic. His was a character rounded per
fectly, imperfect in no part, healthy in every
function. He was in deadly earnest at all
times, and whenever he spoke, the influence
of His character was sure to be felt. He was
also faithfu! to the last degree as a preacher of
fundamental truth. In the language of Christ,
you can find no compromise with sin. He de-
mands loyalty to the utmost, not only in deed,
not only in word, but also in thought. Formal-
ist is not enough for Him ; ritualism does not
satisfy Him. It is not enough that your life be
clean ; you are not all He demands until your
heart is clean ; and when as a physician, He ap-
plies sharp remedies to human ills, He does not
begin by reforming externally, but by reforming
at the source.
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He exposes sin as an anatomist
would lay bare a muscle, or a bone that 18 dis
l'.lwc'nl,

evitable result of wrong-doing, that gives Him
His power to use the whip while those wlio are
driven out from the temple dare not turn upon

their tracks to face their fellow-m . He is no

LOGAN.

{ of the different nations, that we may make some

? a Christian idea. We who liv:in the nineteenth
century recognize it as one of the plainest truths
4 man can utter, but it has not always been so.

Bethlehem.
mankind as a living force by the Lord Jesus
Christ. Look beyond Bethlehem, and you find
the masses of the people sitting in darkness,
All political power, and all practical freedom
are concentrated in the few favored ones—the
aristocracy, while the people must satisfy them-
selves as best they cin, with a more or less
irksome serfdom. On this side of Bethlehem,
you will find a broader and more equal view,
The idea gradually developes itself that true
greatness belongs to any one who has the genius
to get and keep it. The shackles are beginning
to rust, and the proclumation of freedom is being
sounded from the hill-top. A voice is heard say-
ing, strange, renovating truth, thas all are equal
before God, who sends his blessings not only on
the roof of the golden palace, but also on the
thatched roof of poverty,

Christ then struck at the verv foundation of
society when He preached to the people, the
masses as they are callel. Brethren, when
you wish to lift « building up, you do not begin
with the roof and then lift the lower part. If

-

down close to the foundations
that if you lift the

VOu necessarily

and you know
lower part of the buailding,
liit the higher
You cannot lift the
without lifting the roof, is the very way
in which Jesus tanght Before
He came, men were propping up the roof of the
social structure ; since He came, we have been
at work at the foundation stones. '
Now let us bring together,

and every part.
lowest stratum of
’r}l.l,

us to }»:'m‘.-ml.

stones

i imagination, a
group of meu who shall represent. the best, and ,
others who shall represent the average thought |

one who has sat at the feet of Confucius and learn- |
ed his secrote, and with him bring an ordinary |
wan of the people. Then call from Persia, tlw'
land of imagination, a learned disciple of Zoro-
aster, and from India a scholarly believer in the
doctrines of Buddha, and with each one of these
great men invite some fair representative of the |
ordinary people, in order that we may find out |
how far-reaching is the best intellectual achieve- |
ments of heathen lands, and how much effect
they have produced on those who live in huts,
who constitute what is called the people. Yes,
we will bring other representatives together, and
this time from glorious Athens, crowned with
the laurel of heroism ; first, a philosopher with
silver rhetoric and musical eloquence, and next,

|
i
!
:
|
|

!

!

a poor man from one of the side streets,a man who
has just lost his child by some terrible illness, a
man who is heart-sick with watching and wait- |
ing, and who lingered by the dear one’s bedside |
until the trembling flame of life went out.

Now let us form our ;,"l'nupm'mll.-l the Master
as the centre of the picture. We here |
those who represent the best ]»(hnihlv' '.Imll;,{l.(‘I
of the and rapresent
the average faith of the most cultivated people
Ave the fizures in this group of |

have

\\nxl|l‘ f’l'!.\t‘ \\'h!'

!
of the glohe,
one height! or are some ',:i:ln'!, and others pig
mies ! or is there one giant while all the others

are dwarfs !
Brethren, I will be verfectly fair in this mat

“en I would give the sceptic evervthing he

respecter of persons, but exposes the h_\’lmx'x'i:a_'.
of the high and the low alike. He never
bends to the king, but always to the kingly. He
. : knows no earthly crown, but promises a heavenly

Freder icton, .\1.‘.) 3, 1878,

- one that shall not fade away. He has. no res
— pect tor & man who wears pm‘ph-. because of his !
R purple. He has respect only for motives, and is
b thus a stranger in a naughty world, aad an an
/‘ omaly in history that must be accounted for.,
h, “l 5 a llln'lnnnn‘ll::l man, ihl“‘l'l'!n! "l‘mu ;1“
o other men, with a different outlook, a different
O, standpoint, and a different criterion of Judg
ment. And, euriously enough, He was not only

- in deadly earnest, and absolutely loyal and faith
L) ful, but if the record tells us the truth, He was
s also popular in its highest and its best sense.
/‘ I'he people instin tively folt that He was their

friend, and they consequently followed Him.
The Pharisees and Sadducees knew that He was
their enemy, and they persecuted Him. At last,
because they wielded an iinmense superstitious
influence, these Pharisees changed the ecurrent
of public feeling, and the very crowd that sang
their hosannas yesterday are to day veady to
take up stones and stone Him. But in their
heart of hearts, the people of Judea and Samaria
and Galilee knew that the only man on the
earth who could teach them what they most de
sived to know was the man Jesus Christ. His
influence was felt in every home from Lebanon
in the north to the desert in the south, and
whether they would or no, in spite of all their
prejudices, they trusted Him more than they
trusted their own p 1ests,

Let us look into this matter a little more care
fully. Bince Jesus exertedsucha power inhis own
day, a power which Las been increasing during
these eighteen centuries, is it possible for us to
discover its secret 1 Certainly it is not to be
found in His magnetic presence, although that
must have been fascinatingly great, because His
personal presence has been withdrawn, To-da
we are living in the effulgent glory of His words
and “l't'. Thw«* who h\'(‘\l ill Ju\leu,zuul l«mkﬂ]
into His face, were drawn to Him as a bit of
iron is drawn by a magnet, or as a stone that
is dropped from the hand is drawn towards the
earth by the irvesistible power of gravitation ;
but Christ's power was not confined to his own
lifetime, Nay, Christ had less infleence eigh-
teen hundred years ago than He has now. That
influence has been increasing with every century
that has unrolled the long seroll of human his.
tory. To-day his character is felt to the very ut
most limits of civilization. and he is to be the
hope of the world for centuries to come. So far
as human nature is concerned, our destiny is in-
volved i, our obedience ty the precepts, and in
our loyalty to the person of the Lord. In what
then did His power consist 1

Why, styangely enough, the magnetisms of
His person and its fascination seem to have been
transmitted to His words, which seem to be
freighted with living power to all who read. Al
though the world had learned the same truths
which He had taught, it had not learned them
by heart, but only as a beautiful piece of beauti-
ful theory, Christ, it is said, did not uriginate
even the golden rule, but He put His own em-
phasis into that rule, and gave it life, The gold-
en rule was like a manikin before Christ ; it has
the semblance of a man, but it is not & man.
When Christ came and uttered these same
words, words which had been ringing in the ears
of the world from the mountains of China to
the Atlantic, He breathed into them the life of
His own life, and then, instead of having a man-
ikin, we had a living soul. Like a current of
electricity they have givon new and fresh vital-
ity to the body politic, to the body social, and
to the body religious ever since they were ut-
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Further particulars in a few days.

AN TMMENSE STOCK. OF

Lnrml
The ebject of preaching is to lift the people
up. I know it 1s & very trite remark, yet bear

with me for a moment longer while I eriticise it.

can reasonably demand. [ would lay the Bible

Revelation in

open from (enesis to one scale,
and then allow you to bring all the books from |
the east, and from the west, and put them into |
You may with special
|ii<'k out the best «'h:tlilo‘r\ from the best books :
aye, more than thn(. you may ].ivk out the best
sentences from the best n'lmlttur'.\ of the best books
and put them in the other scale. All T ask of

life of the teacher with

the other scale, care

you is to bring also the
his sayings, that the comparison may be fair and
It is the whole world in scale
and Christ in the other ; the world with its long
ings and aspirations, its thousands of years of

culnluh'(n'. one

thoughtful guesses and careful experiment on
one side, and the Man Jesus Christ on the other.
He never knew what the training of the school
Him :; He never |n‘f‘(4‘n.|-'-| to the
honors of the careful logician :

could give |
He never studied
the various theories of |uh|lusu|nh) which had ex- |
cited men, and divided thewm into parties, with |
He came from heaven
to look into the face of a man as into the face of
a friend, and to tell him without the
technical terms, but in the simplest possible lan

uage what his father had bidden Him say.

strong partisan spirit,

use of |

Now, as we l:u*hh straightforward announce- |
ments into the ohe seale, and in the other all
that the ages have thought and dreamed con
cerning the mysteries of life and death, what is
the result, and how stands the comparison !
Let us be strictly fair and honest in our judg
ment. I ask no concessions of any man. You!
may be an atheist, and deny the fundamenta) |
(IU;,,;mu of our religion ; you may be an infidel,
and hate the Bible ; I do not care. I have no-
thing to do with that question this morning. 1
on.y ask you as a student and thinker, to be an
ilu;.n.-trlinl and fair judge. Put Christ, with what
he has said to the world, and what He has done
for the world, by the side of everv other man
who has ever done anything or said anything,
and what is your verdict

Brethren, when the naked soul touches ( ‘hrist,
it trembles in the presence of everlasting truth.
Never yet did a man come into the presence of
the golden rule, vitalized by Christ, without
bowing his head and bending his knee, You
might sooner go into the cathedral and stand by
the great altar without a throb of worship in
your soul, than stand at the foot of Calvary’s |
bloody cross, knowing that it has thrown its
shadow over the centuries, without a murmur in
your heart against the hatred of the Jews. You
must recognize the grandeur of that character.
Your Oriental, your Indian, your Persian, your
Athenian, your Roman, they all had human
hearts as you and I have, They have all en-
dured suffering as you and I have. Their eyes
had been wet with tears as yours and mine have
been. They were men, and they looked out
through their blinding tears into the mysteries
of the future, and ecried out, “ Where, where has
my child gone?” Nothing came back to them
but the echo, “ Where ™ No answer but that,
The heavens were black (wer their heads, and
that blackness threw its shadow on their hearts
dnd on their lives. They had teachers? Yes,
Godlike teachers !  Yes. Great teachers ! Yes,
loyal and true, every one of them. You have
rever heard me, since I have stood in this pul-
pit, depreciate the value of their thinking. You
have never heard me criticise the greatness, the
acknowledged greatness of any teacher outside
of Christianity. They are giants, every one of
them. 1 freely admit it, and so give you all
you waut, brethren. Nay, T will give you move
than you want, for I will double your measure
of enthusiasm for every man outside of Chris-
tignity, who has heen a help to the world. Yet,
when 1 have done all that, I insist, as a thought-
ful man, who knows what he is saying, that the
greatest of them all has never added a jewel to
the erown of sorrow, and never given » reason-

PURCHASED BY THE SUBSCRIBER IN

“To lift the people up,” we say, Well, that is

- R pog—" - *

i

—————— e — e ——

able hope to & human heart in sadness. Great

The idea dates back only as far as the cradle of | Every one of them has tried to 1ift the b:
It was first put into the heart of | by lifting the roof,

you are a mechanie, you put your jack-screws |

‘ us, the wods

| ages,

| your feet will first of all become

: millions then !
| are llu"\' to die !

{ sea of upturned faces, bedewed with tears, gaz
| ing at the future, and seeing nothing,
| death of Socrates did not tell others how to die.

e R —

as their influence has been upon legislation and | into a strain of music that soon lost itself am

| public opinion, their influence has never been ’ the dark experiences of life. They

i “IF T SHOULD DIE TO-&IGHT."

vere ;‘.]!h ISt

[EDITOR AND PROPRIET B

WHOLE No. 1270,

A SNEER

A sneer is the ssed of a slander. It

! . - - " : > e BY MRS. HENRY WARD BEECHER. bofits the character of one who is willing to wound
| greatly felt at the foundation stones of society. | omnipotent in their own day and hour. Chyrist 3 | and yetafraid to strik It is the devil ’
. . = X . g < 6 . "l ) al 1 0O} e, is » ile s argm 1
lding | came, and repeated their words, adding a fow | If I should die to-night, “oth Jol God § S e
: 3 > : frie ronld loo O1 v aumiet fac JOUM JOb serve ' or nanght ™ as his
Theirs was an aristocracy | revealing syllables here and there, and. behold, i“.‘ AT1e ’;'“ “l “] L look nupon my quiet face ; ‘: o Vol Tor naugl was "
} .3 : : a8 . AN : . Jefore they laid i resting place ment upon the fide 1d t d
lof philosophy. Christ lwgau at the Lottom. | they' become: the impulse of new governments, ef 1oy laid it in its resting place, ‘ent upon the fidelity which he could not deny
', pa) > . y s 48 . v ; 11 And deem that death had left it almost fair - and her desired lepr W
{ He loved the ln"'lble, and since His voice has ! and give birth to ]-;)'!.mthl‘n;m-\ never dreamed c8ifed to depreciate ho

| rung throungh the air of the ages, no man need | of before, and under their influence the worl

know despair, Christ said, “You are all | becomes s regenerate that we date all thing
| bretaren, and there is a tie that biuds the high- | from the hour of the great Teacher's birth, and
| est to the lowest, and the lowest to the higlu-st." | say of our joy or sorrow that it happened
| And from this brotherhood of earth he
| the fatherhool of heaven. He talked so simply | Lord,

and sweetly that He changed our conceptions uf;
!

1
il

the Almighty utterly and absolutely, Thedream | death. He who helps ‘me there,
of God which Chris¢ gave, no other hinman being everywhere, Our way of looking upon to-day
has ever approximated to, ok depends upon how to-morrow looks, and we

But. omnce more. Christ talked as no other | cannot ]wllv it. Take away mvy hove of the
man ever had of the problem of evil. What is | future life, and you take away my
the meaning of the sorrows of life ! Brethren, | present life also,
if you have studied history you have learned | me in my heart’s core, must say
that that was one of the enigmas which, in the | the to-morrow.
| earliest ages, attracted men’s attention. You | have a mother somewhere ; 1
: may go {ar, far back, but the very minute you | somewhere.
f find men thinking, or In-ginning to think, that | have buried part of
minute you find that they attack this problem, | yard yonder, which we
What conclusions did t,hl"\' arrive at | What is _
| the best thought of the world about the prob- | New t '“‘_ me what has hap
Jem of evilt Am [ not right in saying that | pened, anl rouses my enthusiasm by telling me

4

mankind Lelieved that this world was made, not | It assures me that the father has simply left one

They are no longer with me

some them in the grave

\‘1v\\ "

0 the

call God's acre.
who will give me what I want? 1 o

Testament, and it

for them, but for the unseen rulers whom they | embodiment for another and a better -
feared ! That is the ecentrul thought of my-
thology ; mwan nothing, the gods everything ;
the gods the masters.
created for a purpose,

that the

end-has not come, as woulld seemn to be the case

\\'l:vn Christ

|
| :
| makes the

startling, but wonde;

men slavos,

This is a matter
When evil befalls ’ of such extreme moment to me that I must look
are tuking revenge for misdeeds. | carefully before 1 finally make up my mind. 1Is
The silver lining of the cloud was not seen fer | there any fact in His life which convinces me
‘ [ that His this
When Christ came, however, he turned that | duthoriiative ! (\;“ ';""k Iy ;”' me into thos
Marvtha and

but that I,url..,.,,- was to | still det wmins to walk fu\‘,‘!(\,
do the bidding of the gods,

utterances on are

)
old

Mary have lost

m]lﬂ»- M 1

”H'ﬂ!'v\' H;n.‘h' down h)‘ s;l.\in;’ that the world l"”'l"'”l 'h‘\ -

. ¥ . : thrisg | V2% Wade for men. He - who disclosed the | their brother. They are lonely, and their home
comparison of their t,‘m!',w't,h that which Christ | brotherkood of man, and the Fatherhood of God, | ' Saddened as mine has been and yours, Thei
makes lul.s\’l"h'. We will find out what men | went further, and said : * You ave of 50 much | ©Yes are wet with tears, as yours and mine have
can do \\uh-»:.t { ‘hnxt‘ and then \\||:|l! tlw\‘.('.m | importance in God's eyes that 3 seadé this ‘ been. Jesus stands before the tom! With a
do with ”““' “ht' (.;.‘” the best thinker g i world for your home for awhile : and all He |loud voice he cries, Lazarus, come forth Ah,
the far off land of the East where the sun rises, | asks of you is to he grateful to ’”Ln." Then | it is nothing, you say. But see! the shested

taught | such a month, Anno Domini, in the vear of our

But after all, dear friends, the one mystery is |

lu‘li'.\ me

]xuiw in the
The man w ho wants to touch
v something of
I have a father somewhere - 1|

have brothers

\\'(. were fll“_‘- *-'171\1;(;‘!"!"\' statement, ' am ~1l!7ui‘~“l4 "-(Y

And laying snow white flowers against my hair, e "

Would smooth it down with tearful tenderness,

tradict asneer? W ho can ward off asneer 7 N,

1t
s 1 And fold my hands with lingering caress, ter how pure a reputation may be, the sneere: n
| It has been said that “ the ovil which men do | " It.li"‘ JUering & suspicion which enemios credit
' live after them : the good 18 oft interred with and of which friends are ‘gnorant Itis like a
their bones.” We do not believe that this is puff of wind which scatters the thistledown wnd
generally true, It may be in some desperati does mischief which the husbandman can never
cases ; bat in most, it will be found just the ve- | undo. Men whose hearts are full of malice sneer
verse, Some one dies who, dyring mature life,

at those whose goodness

| words and gl

reproves them, and their
{ was regarded as hard, grasping and

ances, light and empty as
blown to every quarter, like the breath of
lvll<~'

invariably
| wneharitable, « grinding the faces of the

y | they are,
lku)l‘ s 1
| yet, standing by his coffin or speaking of his |
v 3 |
!

a pesti-
death, the very

The shifting winds eatch up the vile infec-

persons who most ul»'nl\' recoy les’
> : uﬁl\l hu Are lmlh“lu‘(l ‘-_\' It are never

. g I ; ’ ’ | tion, and multitae
nized his unlovely traits and unhesitatingly criti

] l'\'.;ln'ht'rl by antidotes N¢ hu
: ‘ ! J angl y i ' ¥ NArs e nre
cised them severely are quick to recall mans ; h t FRE— 't Ay
: A p enough to escape ; 2 e 2l
excellent acts that have hitherto passed un - Pl dup s o
it. The tongue can no
l?""-l"‘l A

man tame, and malice with

in the soul will sneer i1ts way out

‘“ Yes.” they say, * No 'l~-n|'t he ln\ml monev |
and knew well how to make and keep it, but we | ¥
| know he

until mockers and
ffers and sneerers and all who love or make a
‘ : !"‘ n ;
was the kindest person in his family, | "' #hall be involved in

the most thoughtful of the interest and comfort | ©f doom
. !
of those in hl\‘n'lulllu‘\,

' COommon ruin in the day
It was always supposed
that he never gave liberally probably he did
not. But harassed, by
| stant applications for aid,

i

Fue Sxow Py AYER A little girl

new snow, and wi
, N‘:U!Ih!.‘, I o

ut at play

: went out to
no .ln.,ﬂ.( !n' Was con )'l.\\ one d WY in the fr h
| ! t esh,

!

!

. . ! \

‘lll:ll }A-‘ |l"|i\"ll every | n she
» !

| came 1 she said,
one without examinatian, Who

And yet in a quiet, nnostentations way
ing from his left

wald 'nt L Ip pray
““ What did you

Wl Wol -
X i O Allll ’ ng w Pl-‘i. l Was «

i
R l'l)“l‘l‘.‘il 5 fos . Ay
. : or my dear ? . I o tha & )
hand the good his right h‘u“l} 5 . l Prayed the Snow l'lzl"‘ r, Inam

that

. . mna, © " ’ ' ]
may have done, there is no reason to believe | [ heard in the Sunday-school “The
‘ v Snow Praye :
that he was a benefactor to many who will vet | V"9 Prayer! what do you mean, little one “q
| rise up and call him blessed.” mean that beautiful Snow Prayer, in the Bible

‘)0':1‘.'\ often kix..ll.\' throws a veil over illll"'l' mamma you know it, * Wash me, and | shall be
whiter than snow

|
!
|
fections or wrong-doings, and in that solemn hour '
friends look upon the quiet face and deem he h:n’

“ left it almost fair.” I\Pll,\-} OF

ll"\ll

| ‘?I‘\Q'-! yonu
. " : " best acquainted h t}
My friends would call to mind with tender thought j st aoquainted with th
|
|

| world or
Some kindly deed the icy hand had w rought, most
Some gentle word the frozen lips had said,
Errands on which the willing feet had sped
The memory of my selfishness and pride,
My hasty words, would all be put aside, ' often in boyho

extensively the histories of men, wil
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our most
when we turned our tearful eyes towards Heaven, {‘Iq--‘pl .-‘.m,.n"g‘,,”,!‘ and restored toslife. is in 1};.-; And so I might be loved and mourned to-night. f‘“““"j scholars, our most cele brated heroes, our
or looked into the open grave, his voice came | embrace of his friends ; Is there any doubt | Lo king thus upon the face of the dead, friends | most devoted nissionaries ; and even when men
lig'tlill in  the wotds, ];l.._\\vml are they that :('un"l'l'nill'_: that fact? '\‘m“. at all. As an ' and ll«'l;h’ml'\ who were ,l“i,.k to take offence ! have grown up reckless and rrlvl‘u'-.clv, and have
mourn, Blessed are the poor in spiri!. hlf‘ss"--l | honest critie you must accept it, : in haste to put false constructions on every care | broken all r straints, human and Divine, the last
are the meek.” The surprised world dried its| Once more; Jesussaid, I go to prepare a place | logs act may now it all honesty be led to ex. | anchor which has dragged, the last cable they have
tears, and looked at Him with wonder, for it | for yon. Then they “‘”Ef"l him to the tree ; the | amine their own hearts, and in the examination | been able to snap, 18 the memory which I.nm‘..r .l
was the first time in history that those words l Roman spear was thrustinto His side ; He was | perhaps feel that they were in some degree : them to a virtuous home. : .
l‘-“l evel

been  spoken. Providence, God’s ! buried, and His burial place was carefully guard
Fatherhool. man's brotherhood, there are foun. | ®d ; and yet, at the beginning of the third ‘.i Ly
dations, indeed. Never man :«p;lke like this ‘ he eame out of the da k||~'~\‘ and was seen. first
man, of the women, then of the dise iples, and on one
the same
_\l‘l\' as .ul-vl
its best to throw
discredit on the narpative, but to no purpose. It

And last of all, for of course it is impossille
for me to enumerate all the points of difference

between (lhiri
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| occasion of more than five hundred at
; time,
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ly it is. Secepticism has done
st anl other teachers, I ouly throw | 8 caplic A8

out these fow hints that you may think of this
thing when you reach your houses—last of all,
the Resurrection. What of that? That,
brethren, is the point on which everything else |
turns,

18 a fact on which you may safely build

Aftoer that, when Christ says, “I am the Re
"1 know that He means
it, and I contide in Him. And when He tells |

surrection and the Life,
You tell me that Socrates died believing ) £ H trust H E ohall
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cident without tears of gratitude.
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benumbed nd every corner of the umiverse, but they have dis
numbed, and .

then the numbness will creep up until, at last,
it will touch the heart, and then you

ompares with what they

.
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covered nothing which !
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» | are taught at Chrst's truth lifts
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- ’ . esent  and the future, at the same time t
life, and of men's duties. His knees became | ' ‘“ ) . . : \ i - ‘ ‘
: mingies the music of the Heavenly reward with
paralyzed, then his thighs. He bade his friends | . A ; ‘ e
’ . the drudgery of earthly duty vl things are |
| & tencder farewell, telling them that the hour . ‘
: ) O transhigured by it th one 18 enabled to prave
was approaching when hs himself would be be. |
: 1 . {up hi owi .\.A:-vv..lir.r"m._ i LO Say 1 l‘x‘,
yoidl their reach, L ey il the 1each of their| ™! . : : . "
% | turous enthusiasm, Thy wil y NOC ine b O«
friendship perhaps, Lut still alive. And so he l . | i : i
s AViDGg under its i influend JOY ccome
closed his eves and died. That was ennobling | oy, Berveyil ( : ful
: e more joviul, an WS e win
faath You are not more willing to bend the | ™ore joyiul !
3 . f l ”.l‘:. (iod m 3 0 evoery ay i
knee in the presence of such & scene as that, than

my hife for this wondrous gift of wonds

: ! Oous truath
Il am. My dear friends, you have no larger ad. | ™ e . :

: ; ¢ : l'uv world |A4xln"!) gropn 10 11 nder the
miration for such heroism as that than 1 have : ) uhid Sl L S 1d |
and I o . th all the emph: hicl .+ | guidance of philosophy wd ience, b coul
wi Can say, with a it tlllll MASIS which you

. not find it lhe twilight shadows of uncertaint
yourself could use, I would that all men now-a. | "¢ '

days had as large a faith as that. 1| would that | would not b diogr 458 e | there was no large:
we were all unbued with it, and that we could | light t u\hn-‘ them baeck When ( L,‘ !',K_ Py
look forward to the day of death as calmly as | “, - “',. (-A. oy Hl, gy Il.l, deep
pagan Socrates did, But that is not the ]u;lllt . E RS 64 N“M;I wlod m'v ’ l " , |‘ g ‘h”;' :
don't miss the point, | concede (,\‘_””““: vou l wad llil-"-l_;il the grey dawn Hitte II.«\ alter ray {
dewand in connection with that death-bed. | of golden light, until \- l'-a , when l and |
Do not "lll-ﬁ'('[‘ l“,“,-\,.'.‘ ”lﬂl you have chosen : heart received Him as laster a vd Savi mr, the |

l‘l t shadow Ill .I!tl our fle lvl"n-"i Yin up

:
ward Iuth, lighted by the glovious orh of dazzling
ll;ltf

[ feel that if we were to S

one out of millions.

You cannot match that
What about the
How are they to live, and how

Have thoy such a knowledge
of Heaven that they know no fear! [ w ant |
you to look from this one royal scene, so excep- |
tional that the world wonders at it, to the great

scene if you try ever so hard

nd mor time 1n
trying to appreciate the opportunities which the |
New Testament affords, and less time in ex vmin

from

ing it our

i Illl‘l'-'l)' eritical \l.\h-||nun(,
souls would sooner develop into fruitful matw ity
'l‘ih' 'l'll"l"‘ i~. one \‘.lllln’lllt moment in hife w hen we all
hope that its promises are true: it is the last mo
ment, the moment when we are about to lift the
veil, and try the future,

your

He opened the door of the tomb and looked
through into the better life, but it was closed
again, and the world became neither wiser nor |
happier. You cannot honestly say of the people |
of Athena that they learned how to die. and to You may be atheist when all goes swimmingly,
be glul] in ‘l}i“g' when their great l']llln.\ullllﬂ'l' but when vour lmlw- beats slow,
breathed his last. Can I not say that of Christ,
however! What is the difference betw een the
two scenbs ! The one shut the door of the grave
behind him, and the other left it open. Jesus
said, I am the Resurrection and the Life, and
the world believed Him, as they would have he-
lieved in God. Those words echoed from Jerusa-
lem to Antioch, and from Antioch they swept
over the top of Lebanon to Asia Minor, and
from Asia l.\l‘uor they went on their winged
way over the whole continent of Europe, and
wherever they were heard, the people were made
glad and happy. Why! Can you tell me!
You do not deny the fact? Then it must be
wccounted for, Socrates spoke, and the world
did not hear ; Christ spoke, and nineteen
centuries stood still to listea. There is a
mystery heve, and it must be discovered.

Plato sgoke eloquently. Where do you find
him today! On your book shelves. Christ - : ; :
spoke simply, like a peasant. Where do you ( hnx’t can 1!0 all that for me, 1 .\t;‘nulm\ e-sti uck
find Him today/ In this church, in every | i his divine ““h‘ convinesd
church in America, in every church in Europe, ““’“f“-‘ ery out, My Lord and my God. Listen
in every"hamlet, in every hall of legislation, on | to His words, obey His precepts, and your soul
the river's bank, on every mountsin top beneath shall never know a regret.
the stars, Christ’s influence is felt. And why {
Can you tell me on scientific grounds? You
can account for the fact only by admitting that
Christ was greater than man. It was God's
will that he should be heard.

I have looked this matter very carefully in
the face, and you have, doubtless, done the same
I have vead every ecriticism within veach, the
best that can be said by the most careful sceptical
scholars, because I have no desire w be
orthodox for the sake of orthodoxy, I waut to
be right, first of all, and whatever comes after
that is of secondary importance. This one Oh, dim and tearful aged eyes,
question, How, on the ground of natural law, If waiting till that dawn shall rise.
can you account for the spread of Christianity ! Blessed ave ye!
has always stgod before me like a peak of t.gm
Alps. T feel that every man's efforts in this AR
direction have signally failed. If great men's As the tree is fertilized by its own broken bran-
VOioes were always heard by willing ears, and | ches and fallen leaves, and grows out of its own de-
their advice followed, then, I might halv in my | cay, so men and nations are bettered and improved
opinion. Bui all the giants have spoken one | by trial, and refined out of broken hopes and blight-
after the other, and their eloquence has fadod ' od expectations, —F. W, Robertson.
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robust health, but in your severe

dangerous illness, you wish you were

\ and you are
told that the end has come, it 18 no [ll"‘\\.lll’!
prospect to gaze into the black darkness unlight
ed by a single ray of hope. 1If vou are a Chris
\ ou ‘li"-kll |
nothing but the physical pains of dissolution,
and a temporary separation from thaose you love, ;
Death has no further power over you, He can- |
not “lr!l.\l you mto the grave, or rob you ol
yourself, He only makes a break in the music
of existence, after which you take it up again in
& higher and nobler strain. If I would know
what life mewuns, then I would sit at the feet of
Jesus, sure that my testimony will be that offer
ed in the text, “ Never man spake like this man.”
If I would become indifferent to its sorrows, 1
listen to . his voice till 1 forget all else. And
when the iron gate creaks on its hinges, and
I must look into the uight, I go down into the
shadowy valley with a song in my heart, and 1
fear lu: evil, because Thou art with me. If

!
!
!
!

liul, your last hour is your best

!

presence, or

AGE.

Dim aged eyes,
Gazing across the wreck of broken ties
What do you see |
Behind —dead leaves that withered fall,
A fading wilderness where all
Is vanity ;
Before to glmh]uu weary sight,
A glilu]me a lu‘ullimv of the ltrighl
Eternity.
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change in all the mature years, now closed, | acter were united every element of the sublime 7
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‘ g P | I know men ; and 1 tell you that Jesus is
| nobie, more Christ !
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Irends when we st wnd by then vuﬂin,-, but oul | a8 there the Son is }""“ tten of the F““W“ and the

love and grief o1
benefit them

late repentance can no longer | Holy Ghost proceeds from them both :

LA ’.-‘lv .
Oh ! leave not all the manifesta | true faith begets a constant hopx

, and from them pro
tions of atlection and Just ceods charity
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| 18 faith ;

then
to that hour when for them it will
We do not know

the

appreciation of “*Thus is God's temple built in our
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be all ’
DE il & vain show

not

Hest

qualitic warts,  saith Augustine, ** the foundation whercof

we can hope, erection of the walls
perfection of the
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how
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18 We believe in God's merev, we hope for His mercy.
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how in secret troubles und trials, in |
it bitte 'Ress of

strength and courage to |

preserve and bring comfort and joy unspeakable,

‘Oh, friends ! ] pray to-night,
K.-.". not your Kisses for my 1“\0!, cold M«»\v,
The wpy is lonely—let me feel them now,
Think gently of me ; I am travel worn
My faltering feet are pierced by many a thorn.
W l.vn dreamless Test 1s mune | nh‘n“ not need
The tenderness for which 1 long to-night,”

l!nl‘

and we Jlove Him for His mer: v
Mis Of gare

\ Faith says there

BEAN( Spirit, sud h demon . | this . a y ¢l B
are good things preparod ; hope says. OV AFS D
strations would prej l ys, they are

charity says, I endeavour to walk

rive
o pared for me
worthy of them. So that, what good faith beliey
ahall Pu'. huln' v\]n'i'(.\ ful‘ h\'l'nwlf, :m«l \"Ml'll)’
at the way to get it, by * keeping the
ments

e
alins

command

Learxineg v Youru Daniel Webster once told

:

a good story in a speoch and was asked where he got
DO SOMETHING it. ‘1 have had it laid up in my head for fourteen

yoars, and never had a chance o use it till to-day,

It was a monk Just before Luther's day said he.

Whu

My little friend wants to know what good it will
do to learn the * rule of three,"” or to commit a verse
of the Bible. The answer is this
will need that very thing

preach 1 should be proud te mike shoes : and if
I made shoes, if I could ln-ll- it no one should
wake a better pair than 1.” What a
thing that was to say, and how much the lesson
is needed to-day. Look at that young girl
floundering in furbelows who thinks her highest

office in life is that of an ornamental do-nothing
Look at that Young man whose

sl Some time you
v Perhaps it may be
twenty years before you can make it fit in Just the
right place, but it will be Just in place sowetime :
. | then if you don't have it yoa will be like the hun
father can scarcely | ter who had no ball in his rifle when a bear met him,
provide enough food for his table. You say the | Twenty-five years ago my teacher made me study
boy ought to be munolhiug, but insteud he is surveying,” said a wman who had lately lost his
gadding “b””,t the streets or flirting with young | property, *‘ and now I am glad of it. It is just in
IISEes, pursuing an aimless, enervating life, POS" | place. I can get a good situation and high salary.”
sessing nothing but vacuit: and wasted PeSOUICES. | The Bible is better than that. "
Yet these adolescent do nothings never think to ) o o e
‘hange their case, but the weeks el TV .,
( g o, bu p i
months, the months into years, and find them
growing indeed, but growing in one spot, never
changing position, drawing a measure of susten-
ance, but yielding nothing in return. They
speedily become as pithy, as juiceless, as worth
less as & last year's radish. In some cases this
18 owing to a want of self reliance ; but in very
muny it is the result of a want of pride, And
yet of all things these young fry suppose that
if they have nothing else they have pride. But
it is the very thing they lack, and how fearfully !
A man who possesses the pride born of true
nobility and manhood is not ashamed to turn his
hand o honest work, but he is ashamed to be
the pensioner on the bounties of others. Young
wen in the vineyard, go to work ! If you haven't
the pride and the strength of character of the
monk who w be proud to make shoes, at
least put you nd to something, and go to
work. Get down and out of all your castles in
the air, and earn your salt, Stop dreaming
about grand possibilities, which in your case are
only glorious impossibilities, and earn your liv-
ing by the perspiration of your eyebrows, If
you will only believe it, the world’s herces are
not ¢icsen from the world's do-nothings. —Chris-

team at Work,

It will be in place

RANDOM READINGS.

Nothing ages like laziness. —Bulwsr Lytton,

Be wisely worldly, but not worldly wise. —Quarles.

If you want enemies, excel others i i pou want
friends, let others excel you. — Colton,

When the Breton marinor puts to sea, his prayer
is, ““ Keep me, my God ; my boat is so fmall, and
thy ocean is so wide.”

We are not saved by faith without works, for
there is no such faith in Chgist. Nor are we saved
by works without faith, for no works but those that
flow from failh are acceptable to God.— Bethune.

To do good to men is the great work of life ; to
make thew true Christians is the greatest good we
can do them. Every investigation brings us round
to this point. Begin here, and you are like ome
whostrikuvmtfrom.mcko.thwd
the mountains ; it flows down the intervening tracts
to the very base. If we could make each man love
his neighbor, we should wake a happy world. The
umuwodhwwnﬁ&m“dnw
tend the circle around us. It should be perpetually
" w-]. W. Alexander,

ey
bl - R 4

A —— e




