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GOODS! 

Thos. Logan. 

- AMERICAN 

Grey Cottons, 
6 to 10 Cents. 

WHI TE COTTONS. 

§ to 15 Cents. 

SHEETINGS, 

PILLOW COTTONS, 

TICKINGS. 

Morse, Kaley’s & Co.'s 

FULL WEIGHT 

Ball 

Knitting 

Cotton. 

New Styles Prints, 
ALL at the LOWEST POSSIBLE PRICES. 

THOMAS LOGAN. 
Fredericton, March 8, 1878. 

## The Great Sale of BANKRUPT STOCK of 
DRY GOODS at the Store lately occupied by 
McDONALD & KEDEY, still continues. 

P. McPEAKE. 

SPECIAL SALE OF 

FURS, 
AND 

Cloth Jackets. 

SURPRISING BARGAINS IN THESE 
GOODS 1 

Silks, Velvets, Laces, 

FEATHERS, FLOWERS, 

Faxcy Goops. 

THE ENTIRE STOCK IS NOW BEING 
REDUCED TO PRICES THAT 

MUST EFECT A 

SPEEDY CLEARANCE. 

K VERY Consumer of Dry Goods should examine our 
4 Stock and com prio. Money is none too 

plentiful the best of times, but more espec lly this dull season uire to purchase 5 where they can 
De ¢ Ie Shoe vest. The 8 is very extensive in all departments. ¢ offer 500 pieces Dress Goods, in all 
shades; 200 pieces Winceys; 200 pi Prints; 200 
Rte Cottons ; 200 plages Flannels ; 200 Woollen Shawls, 
louds Sontags, Hoods, Scarfs, and all Berlin Goods, 

lower than ever before. 

NO DECEPTION ABOUT THIS SALE. 
I* is well known why it is that I am in a ition to 

offer Goods at LOW PRICES. *“ Goods well 
bought are half sold,” and I am determined to retain the reputation this Establishment has so honestly earned of being the CHEAPEST House in the trade. Any pur- “uaser of Dry Goods ean proye this by comparison, which we respectfully solieft st WILMOTS BUILDING Store ormerly occupied by McDonald & Kedey. 

Tailoring Department. 
TF b loring and Clothing Department of this Estab- lishment will gy od 
combe's Ruilding be found “at old stand in Edge 

a! Splendid 8took of CLOTHS now on hand to choose 

P. McPEAKE, 

NEW SPRING| The Hutelligencer. 

from side to side of the web ; so that between 

SAINT JOHN, N. 

| 

SAMUEL'S LITTLE COAT. 

A Sermon for the Little Folks. 

BY THOMAS ARMITAGE, D. D, 
| 

His mother made him a little coat, and brought it to 
him year by year, when she came up with her husband 
to oe the yearly sacritice. —/ Sam. 2. 19. 

Now, my little hearers, this sermon is full of 
little words. No word in it has more than two | 
syllables, except the text and the proper names, | 
30 I hope that you will see the meaning of every | 
word, | | 

| 

Do you think that a boy lives who does not | 
like to henr about a new coat, or a girl who is | 
not happy when you tell her about a new dress {| 
Surely, I never knew such a boy or girl. And 
they all like u new hat or shoes, which cover the 

head and feet, quite as much as thev do the coat 

and dress, which cover the rest of the body. In 

a word, they love everything new from top to 
toe ; and they seem to love everything the more 
if mother makes it. Now, no doubt, Samuel, | 
the handsome little Jewish boy in the tuber- 
nacle, was just as fond of his little new coat as 
any other child ever was. | 

But who was Samuel? We must see. He | 
was the son of two poor, plain people, named | 
Elkanah and Hannah. They lived at a place | 
called Ramah in the Holy Land, more than 
three thousand years ago. Their son Samuel, 
when a very little child, was given to ths Lord. 
and taken to a place called Shiloh, where the 
tabernacle of the Lord was at that time: and 
Eli, the priest, who was a very old man, made 
him a sort of servant or errand boy, to help him 
in the worship of the Lord's house. When the 
priests served in the house of the Lord, they 
wore a robe made of fine linen, called an ephod ; 
and so they made one of linen not so fine as 

theirs, and put it on Samuel. ut this ephod 
was a sort of under-dress, and over it the priests | 
wore a flowing blue mantle, that reached to the 
feet, and was very rich. You might call it a 
tunic, but sometimes it is called a * cloak.” and 
sometimes a “coat.” This was the garment 
which Hannah made for Samuel, her son : and 
Dr. Lesser, a very learned Jew, calls it “ a little 
overcoat,” because it was worn over the rest of 
the dress. Yet, bear in mind that this did not 
make Samuel a priest, for he never filled that 
office, but he helped Eli. Then, again, this coat 
which his mother made for him may or may not 
have been worn in the tabernacle, but it is more 
likely that it was his * every-day dress,” as Dr. 
Lange calls it. Now, I want you to notice only 
one thing about Samuels litte new coat. namely, 

that in this tiny coat you can see three warm 
loving hearts and lives beat at once. These are 
the hearts of Samuel, and his mother. and his 
father. Now, that is more than you can say 
about all coats. Some coats do not cover one 
warm heart, to say nothing of two or three. 
You find a great many coats made and sold in 
the shops, and if the man who sells them only 
rets his money for them, he does not care any 

thing about those who wear them. Maybe he 
who buys the coat is a poor sailor hoy, or a poor 
farmer boy, or a poor school boy. He may go 
through many a storm in that coat till he is wet 
to the very skin ; he may have to button it tight 
about the breast to keep out the cold when he is 
frozen and hungry ; he may drop many a tear on 
the sleeve when he sees his father or his mother 

=
 

sick and going to die, because he has to go out 
and pick up a few sticks, or coals, to keep them 
warm, or to beg a few crusts of bread to keep 
them alive as long as he can. But the man who 
sold the coat never knows all that, and perhaps 
would not eare much about it if he did. Well, 
under that boy's coat there is only one warm 
heart, and that is his own. 

Then under some coats ar very cold and frosty 
hearts, which only care for themselves. They 
do not care even whether or not the coat that 

covers them was ever paid for, Now what a 
very mean fellow that is, who can strut around 
in a nice new coat and never pay for it. There | 
is a weed growing in all gardens, which the 
country people call pusley,” and they say it is | 
the meanest weed that grows, because there is | 
80 much of ‘it, and you cannot get rid of it, do | 
what you will. But I should think that any 
one who is too mean to pay for the coat which 
he wears, would blush to look an honest sprig | 

| 
of pulsey in the face. It is a bad heart that 
beats under such a coat ; in fact, you can hardly 
call it a hearv at all, it must be something like 
a heart, but as cold as a beet, and as hard as a 
stone, 

Now, no such heart lived in Samuel's little | 
coat, No one knows what sort of stuff’ it was | 
made of, whether it was linen, or wool, or silk, | 
and no one can tell how his mother made it. 
She might have woven it on the loom, so that it 
was like the coat of our Lord, without a seam : 
or she might have cut it out of cloth, and sewed 
it piece by piece, till the coat was done. But 
that is no matter. You may be sure, that if she 
wove it, love flew from her heart through the 
ends of her fingers, faster than the shuttle flew 

each thread love threw in a bright mesh, finer 
than a spider's web, And if she sewed it piece | 
by piece, then love made her hand tremble every | 
time she threaded the needle and drew it through 
the cloth, as if she was putting seam to seam by 
those silken chords of love which she had spun | 
in her own breast. You may well doubt 
whether or not she could have told you how joy 
lit up her eye as she saw that little coat grow 
into shape, or how her heart was made happy | 
as she held it up to the light, and looked at it, | 
first in this way and then in that, to see its color 
and shades, because she thought it would fit her 
boy so well, and he would look so nice in i: 
Just as neat as any boy in Shiloh, 

Then, it is quite likely that she had iwuch 
other work to do ; for she seems to have been 
not only a holy, but a busy woman. You all 
know, that when a good mother las a good boy 
she never thinks any watching or work too much 
for him, and seems to love him with u strangely 
warm heart if he is away from home. I have 
often seen that such a mother loves to sit up at 
nights and make or mend clothes tor such a lad, 
Just as if she wanted to be all alone, with no 
one to speak to her, so that she could sit and 
wonder just where he was at that time of night, 
and what he was doing, and whom he was with, 
and if he was thinking about her. The last 
‘me she heard from him he was not very well, 
and she would so like to know whether he was 

| year to year,” at the feast, most likely at the 

| of fault if they had not a linen coat for summer, 

mother ! 

| sweet old eves out again for me, when [ told | 

poor absent boy to-night.” 
many such boys in New York who have such 
mothers as that off in the country. And it may 
be that Hannah, this holy woman, had some such 
feelings at times when she was making Samuel's 
little coat in her house at Ramah. in the pure 
air of Mount Ephraim. Well, if she had, then 
there was one warm and loving heart and life 
found in the coat, at any rate. 

Then we have every reason to believe that the | 
heart of Samuel was just as loving and warm | 
when he wore it as his mother’s heart was when 
she made it. You will notice that the text says 
that she brought a little coat to him * from 

Passover. You see that he got one new coat 
every year, and Ire must have been content with 
it, and even pleased with it too, or else she | 
would not have brought him the same present | 
every year. Most likely she could not afford to 
get him more than one new coat every year, so | 
that he does not seem to have had both 
mer coat and a winter coat. Yet hie seems hap 
py about it. Some of our boys would think it 
very hard if they only got one new coat a year, | 
and had to take that for their New Year's gift | 
in the bargain. They would find a great deal | 

&4 sum 

and a fine broadcloth coat for spring and autumn, | 
and a thick, heavy beaver for winter. And 
then, if the only new coat which they got yearly 
was given to them as all they could have at 
Christmas they would feel very 
They would say, “ O mother! 1 

much hurt. 
am so tired of 

getting nothing every holy day but that plaguey 
new coat, year after year! why can’t vou get 
me something else ! I wanted a ring, or a breast 
pin, or a watch, or anything but that mean old 
coat. Other boys can have them, why cannot 11” 
Jut Samuel never seemed to think in that way, | 
much less did he say anything of that sort wo | 
hurt his mother's feelings, after all her trouble, | 
He knew that she was poor and workéd heard 

for him, and he took such care of his clothes as 
kept them clean and whole sand if only his new 
coat came at the holy day time, he felt very 
rich, he felt that hie had coats enough until the | 
next Passover. I do not know what you would 
have thought of him, but I should have thought 
him very mean if the Bible had told us that 
when his mother broke the parcel, he had found 
all sorts of fault with her, and said, “ Well, 
mother, I do declare, it is too bad! it is just as 
I looked for-—here is that endless coat again, | 
hoped you would bring me something new 
this time. Last vear I had a coat at the feast, 
and one year before that, and one year before 
that again, Dear me, I am so tired of these old | 
coats | Why couldn't you bring me a pair of | 
rich sandals for my feet, or a worked turban for 
my head, or a new girdle for my waist, with | 
some precious stones in it to make it handsome ? | 
But no, it must be that coat again, Then, if you 
must bring a coat, why didn't you bring a new 
cut, something that is »t the top of the fashion, 
and would make people open their eves 1 Be- 

that and dull —anything 
but Joseph's coat of many colors, that is, moth 

er. Anybody would think that you had bought 
the cloth at some second-hand clothing store, 

sides, color, 8O dark 

where they sold those coats that our fathers wore 
for forty years without waxing oll, when they 
came out of Egypt. If they did not grow old, 
they got very seedy, I can tell you, just as that 
18. And, mother, such a fit! 

Why, you could get boy in 
Shiloh into that coat ! I know you think that 
I shall grow into | but last year's coat was 

" 
N.eeves a mile 

too big. every 

down to my heels, and every boy mm town 
laughed at me, and called me little priest,” 
and asked if my coat And 
look at those pockets ! they're all outside, and | 
as big as a bushel basket Did you think that | 
I was going to carry all the corn and fruit m | 
them, that people bring to offer at the altar 1] 

wasnt too short. 

And such buttons, couldn't you have 

And that lining! why, 
it's nothing but that old linsey-wool sey skirt of | 

sewed on a 
crop of sunflowers ! 

yours that you used to spin in, turned inside 
out. Oh, such a coat ' 

Now do you think that he talked in that way 
to his ! Not a bit of 1t, | 
sooner believe that when she 

mother should 

began to untié the 
string, he threw up his hands and cried. 

I know what is in that bundle, I know. 
you cannot deceive me. You good, kind, dear, 
loving old mother, you've been sewing your 

you not to do it, because | can make this old 

coat last a year longer, if 1 try hard. Why, 
mother ! whew ! isn't it a beauty ? blue, too, like | 
the sky and the sea. I tell what, won't | 
Father Eli open his eyes when he sees my new 

You 

coat, the color of his own grand mantle ? 
| won't all the boys in the land, the young Jacobs, 
and Levis, and Josiahs, and Nehemiahs, and 
Zechariahs, and Hezekiahs, and Jedediahs, who | 
cume up to the feast, wish that they had such a 
good mother? You old mother, come | 
here, let me give you five hundred kisses. 1'd! 
like to give you one kiss for every stitch in the 

coat, 

blessed 

I would like to smother you in kisses, | 
No, I wouldn't either, for that would hurt you. | 
Let me see what there isin these pockets, Ah! 1 
declare. Mother, that's just like you. Last 
year when I came to feel in the pockets, there 
was a handsome ripe nectarine in one, and a lot 
of figs in the other; and in the inside pocket | 
there were nuts and raisins, and sweet guns 

and spices, and I can't tell what all. And now, 
here's a golden shekel with all the rest. Yes, 
something told my heart the other night, while 
I was praying for you, here in the Tabernacle, 
that you were sitting up at work for me. But, 
O mother ! my heart is beating so under this 
coat that I must kiss you again and again,” 
And so you see there were two warm hearts 
and lives under that coat, 

I am right in saying that there were three 
for the text saws that his mother brought the 
coat to him “ when she came up with her hus- 
band to offer the yearly sacrifice.” Every Jew- 
ish father went at this time to the Tabernacle, 
and after the temple was built at least once a 
year, to offer a victim for his sins —that is, a 
lamb, or a beast of some sort ; and as Hannah 
went with her husband, of course his life and 
heart were wrapped up in the coat, as well as 
the mother’s, It is not easy to find out how far 
it was from Ramah to Shiloh, but it was a good 
number of miles. And as they passed on the 
road they must have talked a great deal about 
the boy. It may be that they were wistful to 
know how much he had grown this year, and 

better. All the rest of the children have said 
their prayers, and stopped their noise and chat- 
ter. She has tucked the bedclothes in, and they | 
ave all asleep, and the angels look at them so 
sweetly as they lie all in a row, and laugh at 
them when they make such queer faces in their 
dreams. And so the poor, loving mother 
no trouble about those who are at her side : 
she feels a bit sad about the boy who is away. 
She says in her heart as she stitches at his coat : 
“I hope my dear child is well ; that he is not 
among bad people ; that he never forgets me,— 
and more, that he never forgets God ; that if he 
is now asleep he sent up one short prayer for me 
before he went to bed, and read one chapter in 
the Bible that I. put into his trunk ;” and then 
her face grows wet, as if a drop of dew had been 
shaken inwo it from the vine at the window, and Fredericton, February, 1878, 

- a - 

as she wipes it away she prays : “ God bless my 

| I hope that the coat will be big enough for him, 

has | yet.” 
; but | soon be a man. 

BRA ne 5 ETE ames x < 2a 

whether his last year's coat was worn out, and 
Just as likely as not Elkanah said: Hannah, 

for no doubt he is growing very fast.” Oh, 
yes,” she would reply, “ how the dear little soul | 
has grown since-you went up to the feast alone, 

| and I staid at home, because he was not weaned 
(See chapter 1, v. 21-23.) “He will 

Why these sleeves are a hand 
breadth wider, and a span longer than those of 
the last coat, and the skirt is a full cubit long- 
er.” Then the father would say : “1 am so 
anxious to see him. It has seemed to me that 
the year would never pass away, Hannah, it has 
seemed so long.” Aud, I warrant you, they 
had joy enough at the sacred feast when they all 
met once more, 

Well, now, there are three lessons that 1 want 
you to learn from the story of Samuel's little 
new coat. The first is, that when father or 

| 
| 

There are a good | 

“ Ah, | 

| work done in the Sanday school cannot exoner 

| hand over t 

| 1t8 special charge. 

| move careful to adapt his remarks to the old 

ren, 

| proached to claim my promised hand for the 

mother. work hard to make you happy, 
should do all 

you 

things to make them happy. 
| Sometimes your father hardly takes a stroke of 

work but he feels a thrill of love to you, and 

your mother hardly takes a stitch but she offers 
a prayer for you. They are ready to toil till 
they faint in order to shelter, and feed, and 
clothe, and bless you. Now, love them, as Sam- 
uel loved his parents, and that will repay all 
their warm love, 

Second : When your father and mother get a | 
new. coat for you, you must be kind to those 

poor children who have no mother to make a 
“ little coat ” for them. Poor little ones! 
of them seldom get a second-hand coat, much 
less a new one, 

coat in their lives. They are very glad to get 
any cast-off’ coat that you give them, while warm 
stockings and stout shoes are out of the question. 
Now, I want you to be very tender to all such 
poor little helpless ones, and they will bless you, 

and more, God will bless you for being kind 
to them. 

Now, the third lesson is this, that every child 
wants a robe for the soul as well as a coat on 
dress for the body. And one of the richest 
truths that I know of is that our Lord Jesus has 
wrought out a robe for the soul of everv child. 

It is so pure and bright, so rich and lasting, 
that any soul who is clothed in it will shine as 
the stars forever and ever. without needing a 
new one, 

some 

Then it is free to you all, just as free 
air which yon breathe. So I will ask 

you all to come to him, and pray that he will 
give you this garment of love and saving grace 

as the 

that your souls may be wrapped up in ite ample 
fullness all through your lives on earth. and 
that you may ever wear it among the angels in 
heaven. Amen.—S8. §. 7 nes, 

PREACHING TO CHILDREN. 
In the pulpit ministrations the lambs should 

not be forgotten. The impressed 
by anything that arrests their attention in those 
eal ly years of life, 

children are 

There are very few who ean 
not remember some incident, ol lesson of eld 

hood which has permanently influenced their 
character. Nor can it be denied that such teach 

ing 18 necessary. If we believe in the ser iptural 

authority of a preaching ministry we cannot ex 
onerate Christ's ambassadors from the obligation 
of their commission to us preach the gospel to 

We cannot admit that their 
commission does not include the children. Oy 
that the Christian preacher 1s not bound to 
adapt himself to the capacity of the young as 
well as to that of those of mature years. There 
is no room to doubt that the same amount of ef’ 
fort expended on the children, now spent 

every a cature.” 

upon 
the old, would accomplish more than it does 
with those who have become confirmed in 
ful ways. 

sin 

Children are more docile, more truth 
ful, more cand’, more unprejudiced than grown 
people whose h All the time 
during which the ligious training of children 
1s neglected, those features of character which 
render them peculiarly hopeful subjects of in 
struction, are passing away, and their nature is 
becoming less and less liable to be influenced by 
the ordinary Christian agencies 

‘s are formed. 

It often seems 
as if the church was. waiting till the young 
should unmist vkably fall into the pit of sin, he 
fore any earnest effort is put forth to save them. 
rather than wisely using every means to pre 
vent them being er snared by the device of 

Satan We have just as much right to expect 

! 
Some beys never had a new | 
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rived from this so-called dancing, 1 expect to be 
believed. But if my cheeks grew red with un 
comprehended pleasure then, they grow pale to 
day with shame when I think of it all. It was 
the physieal emotion engendered by the mag- 

netic contact of strong men that I was enamored 
of-—not of the dance, not even of the men them 
selves. 

“Thus I became abnormally developed in my 

lowest nature. I grew bolder, and from being 
able to return shy glances at first, was soon able 

| to meet more daring ones, until the waltz Le 
| came to me, and whomsoever danced with me, 
| one lingering, sweet, and purely sensual plea 
| sure, where heart beat against heart, hand was 
held in hand, and eyes looked burning words 
which lips dared not speak. 

“ All this while no one said to me, 
wrong ; 

y You do 

50 I dreamed of sweet words whispered 
during the dance, and often felt 
thrill yet overpowering 
when my mind would turn from my study to 

while alone a 

of joy indescribable, 

remember a piece of temerity of unusual gran 
deur on the part of one or another of my cava 

“Married now, with home and children around 
me, I can at least thank God for the experience 
which will assurediy be the means of preventing 
my littie daughters from indulging in any such 
dangerous pleasure. But, if a young girl, pure 
and innocent in the beginning, can be brought 
to feel what I have confessed to have felt, what 
must be the married woman !? 
She knows what every glance of the eye, 

experience of a 

every 
bend of the head, every close clasp means, and 
knowing that, reciprocates it, and is led by 

swifter steps and a surer path down the danger 
Ous, dishonorable road. : 

UNHAPPY TENDENCIES. 
Moody tells 
( racy in London, who devoted his 

Mi 

and ans 

y , 
of a young man of wealth 

Lime 

to one of the worst quarters of that immense 

Clty He spent eve ry night of the week in the 

very slums where dwelt brutish men and fallen 
women, together with the imnfortunate children 

precocious in crime With his money and his 
brains, he also gave himself, He married, and 
had a beautiful home of h own, but he did not 
forget those with whom he had passed so many 

nights out of the 

still given to those whom it 

nights, and five seven were 

Was his heart's de 

sire to help 

It 1s a statement which 

doubt that, as a 

will not admit of a 

rule, such a person is more to 
be dep nded on than one who has been in the 

gutter, has reformed and is trying with all his 
power to save his fellow-men 
The present aspect of the temperance move 

ment shows an unhappy tendency in the over 
due prominence given to reformed men, as the 

only least the only 

effective leaders, in this great and good work. 
To speak plainly, other thines being equal, Are 

effective laborers. or at 

formed maa cannot be depended on to continue 

in well-doing, in obscurity as well as in the glare 

REPRINTS OF OURSELVES. 
BY REV, T. w, HOOPER, D, D 

Strolling around among some members who 
live on the suburbs of our town, I found two 
boys playing marbles, The boys play a differ 
ent game now from what 1 used to play. We 
had a ring, with a big marble in the centre, and 
to plump that out from taw 
game 

win the 

Now they have a straight line, with two 
marbles, and play for keeps.” 

| always stop to talk with boys, and 1 stopped 
| to have a chat with these. 

was to 

I told them how we 
{ used to play, and they told me how they play 
now, “Well,” said I, « boys, you den't play 

| for keeps, do you?” One of them cut his eves 
[at me In a moment, and said, “ Ain't vou Joe 
Hooper's pa a 

~ Yes,” said E ‘but how did vou know it?” 
“ You can't get him to play for keeps He 

says its gambling, and that his pa says so.’ 
| I was gratified to hear such a good account of 
| one of my boys from a stranger, for it 1s not al 
| ways so. But that recognition of 
| through my little son, set me to thinking. 
| | 
| 
| 

bov's me 

He 
18 not at all like me in person, but when I be 
gan to denounce a certain game 

tion of that strange: boy led him 
the father of his playmate, 

sin, the intui 

0 know me as 

Isn't it often the case that ow children are 
but reprints, a kind of pocket edition of ow 

!{ As they sit the and 
hear us talking ; as they ask us questions and 

selves fireside around 

receive, sometimes, an inconsiderate answer ; as 

they watch our indoor life, when we are not on 

holding a most solemn position, and unconscious 

ly giving tone and taste and character to those 
W ho, of all othe I'S, ought 0 concern us most 

You are rich, and your children may inherit 
yom riches You are poor, children 

You are talented, and you chil 

dren may inherit your talents 

but you 
wav be rich 

convey to them by will vour education. or vour 
principles, ol youl religion These are to be 

lm pressed upon them, not by Lt, but by 

the constant, persevering efforts of vou daily 
life But under 

be ome, and they 

one 

the grace of God’ they may 

will become, what we most 

reprints of ourselves, Let learn, then, to us 

‘ show pmety at home.” 

SIGNS OF PROGRESS IN INDIA. 
In Spite of many obstacles, there are signs of 

progress in India. From an American contem 
porary we take the foliowing testimony by Rey 

South India 
‘orty vears have made many and great changes 

in the district, 

Dr. Tracey, who writes 
Ol | 

from 

Then, there were scarcely any 
native Christians except a few connected with 
the regiment stationed here ; now there are ovet 

eight thousand connected with this mission, in 

hundreds of villages Then there were no 
there native pa tors NOW Lt'e seventeen, all en 

gaged in mission serviee, and most of them in 
pastoral charge of churche i. Then om helpers 
were brought from other districts NOW nearly 

reased number of helpers have 
lncated in 

all our greatly in 

been found and e our own mission 

the Divine Spirit to bless Us In ou efforts to 

save the children as in our labors for th salva 
tion of old sinners Yet, it cannot be denied 
that the ordinary sermons in almost all oul 
churches scarcely recognize the presence of the 

make children, and do not provision for thei 
mstruction in the truth We have read of min 
1sters who made it a habit to address some part | 
of every sermon to the children. But we think 
they are comparative ly few in number Yet, | 
we believe a practi of this kind, o the reg | 
lar prea hing ol rmons to the children at Stated 
times, would be au means of doing rood It | 
would attract the children to the church ser-| 

vices, and he Ip Lo promote a habit of re gular at | 
tendance It would aw ken a general interest 
unong the young in the tea hing of the p pit, 
wd, as a consequence more general ‘s ly and 

examination of the themes discus sel It would | 
give the minister a greater influence over the 
young of his congregation ; and, in many cases. 

| 1t would sow in the young hearts seeds of truth 
that would sooner or late: bring forth fruits of 
godliness in thei life, It would not Ix strange 

| if the children draw the inference that because 
| they are not ordinarily addressed in thi public 
prea hing of the Word of Go 1, they have no ob | 
ligation to give “earnest heed to the things | 
which are spoken.” We do not under-estimate | 
the value of Sund vy -school teaching, as a means | 
of instruction and religious culture. But the 

ate parents and ministers from their 
duties to Neither should 

he childr®h to the Sund Ly 

One of the great difficulties 
in preaching to children is the consciousness. on 
the part of the preacher, that he is 

those of mature age. 

1'¢ 5 Pe tive 

the children. they 

chool, as | 

speaking to 

There is danger that while 
ostensibly preaching to the children he may Ix 

than to the young. Some are at a loss to find 
topics for sermons to the children. But the 
same truths which constitute the substance of 
the Christian preacher's message in ordinary 
should be presented to the children, only the) 
need to be presented with greater vividness and 
fulness of illustration. We commend this mat 
ter to the consideration of our ministerial breth 

We believe that either by addressing a 
part of each sermon to the children, or by preach 

ing oucasionally to them, a new interest would 
be awakened in the public services, If the 
children are interested, the parents will also be 
interested through their sympathy with the 
children. : 

\ DANCING. 
The following is the experience of a lady 

whose name is withheld, but who has distin- 
guished herself in literature, and made a world 
wide reputation : 

“In those times I cared little for polka or var 
sovienne, and still less for the old-fashioned 
‘ Money Musk,’ or ¢ Virginia Reel,’ and wonder- 
ed what people could find to admire in these 
slow dances. But in the soft floating of the 
waltz I found a strange pleasure, rather difticult 
to intelligibly describe. The mere anticipation 
fluttered my pulse, and when my partner ap- 

dance, 1 felt my cheeks glow a little sometimes, 
and 1 could not look him in the eye with the 
same frank gayety as heretofore. 

“ But the climax of my confusion was reached 
when, folded in his warm embrace, and giddy 
with the whirl, a strange, sweet thrill would 
shake me from head to foot, leaving me weak 
and almost powerless, and really obliged to de- 
pend for support ou the arm which encireled me. 
If my partner failed from ignorance, lack of 
skill, or innocence, to arouse these, to me, most 
pleasurable sensations, 1 did not dance with him 
the second time, 
“1 am speaking openly and frankly, and when 

I say that I did not understand what I felt, 
what where the real and greatest pleasures I de 

fo . N 

or | for culture, recreation, employment, happiness, 

of Pp pularity, to the same extent that one can 

who has not been a drunkard. This is a funda 
mental fact and one which should not be lost 
sight of, as it often is 

It is plain that the 1« tormed man can espect 

lly \ppreciate tie struggle with this tempter, 
and can especially ympathize with the victims | 
of this demon, that | eloquent in arousing | 
the publi and ha great influence with | 
those who drink to sign the pledge W e | 
are glad to admit these modifications, and we | 
see clearly how, in the enthusiasm of a move 

ment, the fundamental fact. above mentioned, | 

would naturally be kept in the back-ground, but | 
we have seen nothing w» hich can entirely set it | 

wide, or which « wl save the temperance cause 

trom rious check if it is set aside 
I'o say tl least, for teady, hamble and self 

werd y rk, t vn who has not had hs | 
mind ded and tt! niceti of his moral sen | 

| sibilities dulled \ 0:1 work as one who | 
has the 1 on t 0H I Is not + Neal | 

Do n | | Hie yv Jo 
t:0) | 

I'h i Mi ol iV 4 man who ha again | 

fallen from his high resolutio ne I again to | 

taste of the accursed stuil, will be found up h | 
the garments of those who flattered him : those | 
who fostered in him that love of display which 
incu an pathy for downright humble work 

It is an unhappy piece of work to point out | 
the unhappy tendency in any life or in any) 
movement But as a matter of duty it comes | 
und the direct injunction of cutting ofl the | 

offending foot, or of putting out the offending 

eve At the same time the motive tor so point 

ing out these evils is a matter of moment 
| 

Slay 

PLANNING FOR PLEASURE. 
If half t} ¢ 

pli wsure that 1s oc RL | 1 looking ahead 

work all I a 

happier nd we think, 1 wich bett ' ofl il ’ 

ti tin wel given two plan: mg itor 

and worry, we should 200d deal 

The | 
habit and knack of making pleasant times, in 
stead of waltine for them to happen, 1S not 

enough studied in our homes 

light 

Unexpected de 

are no more truly God-sends than thos 

that we earn by Prov iding for the 1m, though they | 

often seem so from the weet Urprise they | 

bring, and from the natural satisfaction we all 
feel in * extras,” whether from heaven oi earth | 

The home-time of th yeil I 18 near upon us. | 

The altar-fire will soon be lighted the eveuiny | 

lamps already glow at the centre of the home | 
the long evenings bring thei old | 

opportunities for intellectual and social life. Is 

it not worth while for the home-makers, and 
their assistants, of all degrees, to plan a little to 

cirele ; and 

make those long seasons of indoor life as varied 

and attractive as possible ! | 

The wise parents will of course make as gener- | 
ous provision as they can, in the way of books 
and games, and fascinating amusements and em 
ployments for the children. If you don’t want 
the boys in mischief, and the girls in idleness, you 
must furnish them with innocent and normal 
activities, The healthful little boy that will stay 

contentedly and quietly in the house, with only 

his last year's toys, books that are either too old, 

too young, or too stupid to interest him, and pa 
rents whose first and last command is that he 

shall “ keep still” and bother nobody, is either 
an angel or a simpleton—probably the latter. 
A little wise provision will secure a winter-gar 
den of flowers, or some useful fancy work for 

the girls holiday 
presents ; month ; 

a box of paints 

or draughting implements, a foot lathe and set 
coon of 

perhaps in preparation for 

a new magazine for every 
books from the public library - 

of tools, or a hens for the boys—some 

thing new and interesting to each, according to 
their tastes and inclinations 

There are many lesser things, also, that 0 to 

make up a happy home life for the.children, and 

80 for their elders. How many mothers forget 
to lay in a supply of nuts, of various sorts, for 
the winter evenings ; to have a bag of popping- 
corn hung convenient to th kitchen fire, to give 
the boys a regular treat ; to keep always a bar 

rel of eating apples where they can supply the 
children’s lunchi-baskets and pockets, 

It takes a good many things to make a home, 
and forethought is one of the indispensables 
forethought not merely for food and comfort, but 

Golden Rule, 

B | } 
1 oral 

| and each day has brought all the evil that we 

| count the 

| over them, that we should be glad to drop such 

banish all these, and think on whatsoever things 
| are pure, and lovely, and gentle, and of good 

| Then it seemed an absurdity to the native mind 
Hindu to suppose that any would be Orne a 

Chiristian ; now the prevailing feeling among in 
| telligent natives appears to be that Christianity 

18, ere long, to become the prevailing religion of 
| the country Then the Gove rnment was doing 

nothing for the education of the common people 
now it 1s doing much for this object. Then the 
prejudice against female education was exceed 
’ ngly strong ; now the prejudice is giving way, | 
and many females, old and voung, are learning | 
to read Then tracts and Se ripture portions 
were given away to all who would receive them 

ww they are old hen no school fees were | 
received now thev are paid in nearly all om 
chools I'hen it was necessary to pay girls for | 
attendance at hool now they pay fees instead 

But time would fail m¢ to tell of all the changes, 
nd material, which have taken place ! 

TRANSIENT TROUBLES. | 
Most of had 

| plot of the story, by the skill with which the 
us have troubles all om lives, | 

wished to endure But if we were asked to re 
sorrows of our lives, how manv could 

3 we remember How many that are six months 

ld should we think worthy to be remembered 
or ment wed 1 To-day on hle look large, | 
but a week lence they will be for rotten and 

buried out of sight | 

If vou would keep v book, and every day put 
down the things that worry you, and see what 
becomes of them, 1t would be a benefit to you 

You allow a thing to annoy vou just as you 
| allow a fly to settle on vou and plague you ; and 
you lose your temper (or rather get it : for when 
Den ar Fciaryed with t iu they I'v said to | 

have lost i nd you justify yourselves for be- | 
ing thrown off vo alance by causes which you | 

| do not ta { it But if vou would se what it 
¢ ) was that threw von off you balance before | 

a little book, and 

what 

breakfast, and put it down in 
follow it wit, and LSE oles of it, | rtaln hex 

you would see what a fool vou were in the matter 

The art but the 

art of overlooking is quite as important And | 

of Torg: thing 18 a blessed art, 

if we should take time to write down the origin. | 
progress¥and outcome of a few of our troubles, it 

would make us so ashamed of the fuss we make | 

things and bury them at once in eternal forget 
fulness 

Life is too short to be worn out in petty wor 
ries, frettings, hatreds and vexations. Let us 

repol t. 

TO MAKE CONGREGATIONS DECLINE. 
Absent yourself from the public ordinances 

whenever you take a notion. Others will learn 
from your example that they need not be con 

scientious about attending on public worship. 
Talk in discouraging terms about the pros- 

pects of the congregation. This will make peo 
ple keep at a good distance, for no person wishes 
to connect himself with a sinking cause. 

That you may be able to talk thus take little 
or no interest in the welfare of the congregation 
yourself, excepting as you can find fault with 

something. 
Take care that your church (or lecture-room) 

be moderately cold or uncomfortable, This will 
keep you from being crowded out of your seats 
by strangers, for none will attend but those who 

have the spirit of martyrdom. 
Place your church at the outskirts of the town 

or village, and let it be accessible only through 
much mud. Why, if people love the ordinances, 
this will not keep them away. 
When you ave asked for a small contribution 

to put your church in as decent repair as you 
keep your own private dwelling, be sure to com- 
plain that you have always to be giving money. 
If you are a poor man, with nothing but a farm 
and a few thousand at interest, it would be un- 
reasonable to expect you to do much. Let others 
see to it, 

Hand this to your co-laborer to read. It may 
stimulate him a your joint operations to di- 

guard, and draw their inferences, are we not | 

But you cannot | 

desire them, and in nine cases out of ten will be | 

| day, and took a book from the 

| ness of the word-painting 

| prick of the evil 

| with the people 

| some poor widow, who goes from 
| like a ministering angel, wherever sorrow 

[EDITOR AND PROPRIETO] 

WHOLE No. 1259. 

ALMOST, BUT LOST! 
4) William M. Tay 

were mmnmstering to a churel 

Many 
lor, “ while 

VOAr's ago,’ Si y 

we 

averpool, it was our melancholy di 
the widow of the first officer of the / 

and tell he: that husband 

The vessel had gone round the world in 

(ha . "yee 

het Was drowne 

atet 
Her arrival at Queenstown had been te | 
and the sailor's wife was 
with the table spread mn 

her husband, when 

egraphe 

sitting 1 hea parl 

eager expectatio | 

mndred 

others in Mefra Bay, only two or three hours 
from the harbor. 

we entered to say 

had been drowned with more than four | 

We never saw such agon 

that face depicted when, grasping our hand 
hers, she eried with a grief too deep for tea 
‘ 80 near home and yet lost !’ 

But what eternal horror shall hang about t 
doom of those who are “not far from the king 
doin of God,” but whose good desires, and 
lutions, und determinations shall only end in tl 
disappointment of perdition at last Woe to 
the man who puts off the day of salvation. the 

| time will come when perdition cannot be pred if 

Now is the ace epted time 

* Almost cannot avail, 
Almost is but to fail. 

Sad, sa l;that bitter wail, 
Almost, but lost 

7 we Christia 

| "THE LORD WILL PROVIDE.” 
+ { was hard times in the cottage where Widow 

| Smith lived with her three children 

! 

The mothe 
worked hard : but things seemed very scarce, and 

| the children had such hungry appetites, and wor 
| their clothes out so fast 

One day the old mimster called, ard in his friend 
ly way got to talking of their children 
“1 had twelve sons,” said h 
““ Just Jacob's number,” was the widow's Answer 
“Yes, ma'am, and I had Jacob's God to provid 

for them 

The words stayed in the widow's mind long after 
the minister had left She remembered how ( 

| had once let the famine come to Jacob's household 

but not till he had first provided corn in Egypt, and 
sent Joseph down that he might be ready to di 

She thought of God's dealings with he 
| and her little flock, and her heart was comforted, 

tribute it 

because she knew that the Lord would provide 
NS. Advocate. 

READING THE BIBLE IN COURSE. 
Our suggestion 1s, and it 18s with a view to Prac 

tical results we are now speaking, that the syst 

matic reading of the Bible in course should be 0 
{ sued from day to day, year in and year out 
and over again. It is the only book in the worl 
that is more interesting the more it is read. It w 
uot become tiresome or common by being madi 
familia 

Wr } 
New beauties and harmonie and relia 

tions will be discovered with every perusal I 
well to have a commentary at fend, but it is not 
well to read the text in the comune ntary That t« 
often leads to the critical study of vexed passages, 
when the grand purpose is to 

et the spirit and in 

tent of the whole The best commentary 1 h 

at hand is Matthew And the busi Henry's 
3 ] 3 the whole Bib 

every year, by" giving an hour or tw. 

men may readily gO over 

y every da 

its systematical perusal. New York 0 

A SERPENT AMONG THE BOOKS. 
\ gentleman in India went into library 

As he 
80, he felt a slight pain in his finger like the 
of a pin He thought that 

his 

shelve 3 

HY pin had bee st 

by some car less person in the cover of the b : 
fv But soon his finger began to swell, and then 

arm, then his whole body, and in a few days 
| died. It was not a pin among the books. but 
small and de adly serpent Ther are ser. 
among the books now-a-d AVE The y nestle in tl 

foliage of some of our most fascinating literature 
they coil arouid the flowers wh 2s 

We 
periuine nt 

cates the senses read, we are charmed by t 

acters are sculptured or grouped, by the gol 

we hardly feel the pn 

that is insinuat But it sti 
When 

18 made up, on what multitudes will be 

and poisons us the record of ruined 

inscrib 
“ Poisoned by the serpeats among the DOOKS 

GIVING WITHOUT MONEY. 
The poor give move than the rich. This prop 

Mon 

im thas world 

sition holds good as a veneral pring | le 

by no means the only thing to give 
neither do large gifts necessarily contribute mo 
to the happiness of the receiver than small zift 
Go into any country commumty and econvers 

Ask who ministers most to tlh 
You will likely be told of so 

venerated clergyman, whose salary has never beer 

happiness very 

more than enough to barely support him ; or of 

house to ho 

and 

| fering demand consolation or relief 
It is astonishing how much one without mon 

can give! A kind word, ahelping hand — the wa 
sympathy that rejoices with those who do 1 
and weeps with those who weep 

No man ig so poor, no woman is so poor, as not 
to be able to contribute largely to the happiness of 
those around them 

RANDOM READINGS. 
““ However much the Church may tor a season be 

distracted and troubled, error and its advocates cin 
not finally prevail, God will frustrate their sc hemes. 

To watch without prayer to presume upon our 
own strength : to pray without watching is to pre 
sume upon the grace of God. 

Here is an excellent rule :- Say nothing respect 
ing yourself, either good, bad or indifferent : noth 
ing good, for that is vanity y nothing bad, for that 
18 aflectation ; nothing indifferent, for that is silly, 

Sir Edward Coke on a noted occasion translating 
a districh gave this advice 

Nix hours in sleep, in laws's grave study six : 
Four spend in prayer, the rest on nature fix 

But Sir William Jones had a better notion of arith- 
metic, and a more accurate moral outlook, when he 
wrote : 

Seven hours to law, to soothing slumber, 
Ten to the world allot, and all to heaven. 

Sir William's advice as well as his arithmetic cannot 
well be improved ; and clearly it is not improved 
upon in the following curious entry from the house- 
hold book of the Stationer's Company in 1560, 
which shows the relative value of a clergyman and 
some other classes of the community : 

sevan ; 

a d 
Item-—Paide the preacher. .... ... 6 2 (soul) 

po! the minstrelle. ...... 12 0 (ears.) 
the cook... .. 15 0 (stomach.) 

There are a good many Christians, so called, who, 
if their mathematics tell the truth, give less than 6 
shillings 2 pence to the preacher, and considerable 
more to the cook. This matter of ecclesiological 
mathematics is a swe analyzer when applied to 
testing the height of the mercury in the spiritual winish your church. Reformed Messenger. ther.nometer. ) 

. a— 

b 


