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The Futelligencer,
 SERMON.

BY REV. G. M. FIELD, D. D,

“Know, therefore, and see that it is an evil thing
and bitter.”—JEr. ii. 19,

This is said of sin: It is an evil and bitter
thing. It is what the Bible everywhere says.
It is the grand peculiarity of the Bible that it
regards moral evi} as the only real evil—the
only thing which men need to fear ; to try with
utmost effort to escape. It bids us not fear
what wan can do unto us, but fear that evil
which lays hold of the soul, and which follows
the spivit in its influence, even beyond the
grave, It teaches us that it is a little thing,
comparatively, whether we lose a right hand or
a right eye, but a matter of great importance
that we keep clear of that sin which sends its
withering and blighting influence upon every
power and sensibility of our nature. It wonld
have us regard sin as so great an evil that what
ever other evil we have to suffer in trying to pre
vent it, it becomes a positive good. It would have
us feel that any evil which attaches to the body is
as oi wmuch less account than that which touches
*he character, as the body is of less worth than
the soul, as time is shorter than eternity,

Now, men differ from the Bible in this matter,
| fear we must say that almost universally they
regard the outward evil as worse than moral
guilt, So far from feeling that sin is the one
great evil, to escape which it is worth while to
endure any other evil, they often feel as though
it were little matter to incur thé evil of sin, if
thereby they may escape almost any otherform
of evil. What is it that men most dread? Is
it the reproach of their own conscience t s it
the (iim;n;»l-:'nlntinn of God? 1Is it the stain of
wrong on their souls; or is it poverty, the failure
to gain  sne
It almost

effort

sess, office, honor, power, praise !

seems, at times, as though the one
of men, the world over, was by some
falseness

and craft, some wrong done to their

moral nature, to avoid some outward evil, o
secure to themselves some outward good. To
have wealth, a splendid house, a sumptuous

"'l"ll"‘.-'"» to h;n'q- ]mwul‘ to ln‘al‘ llu‘il‘ name
shouted on the breath of the multitude, to
supplant a rival, to fill high offices : what
multitudes would account it a little thing to do
wrong in order to secure so grand an object.
It almost seems us though the game of life was
to see who, by the readiest and ‘I.'u‘gc-st sacritice
f* the trathfuluess and simplicity and dignity
f his moral natare, could secure the ;{l't‘zttt‘r&-(
amount of external good. At least, | think, no
intelligent man, looking at the actual life of the
nrajority  of his fellow-men, would say they
regard moral evil as the great evil ; rather that
they regurd almeost any other evil as greater.

But mn so living, men not only oppose the
eaching of the Bible, but of their own nature
Their own nature convicts them of folly. God
has so made them that they are obliged to con-
fess to themselves, even while living in sin, that
sin 15 a bitter thing, and that

W

.

t

the gm)tlnt'.\‘
Aich they dread in practice is a blessed thing,
and a thing which will surely bring blesseduness.
No civilized man but assents to the fact that
he mental and moral nature is higher than the
physieal.  And this means that the higher hap
!

nuess and the higher good 18 to be found in the
nind and the spirit. This is written on the
vervy nature of many, and many a man whose
whole life is yet I'Q';lllittl'tl on the supposition
that true happiness is to be found in the region
of the physical, and tha® he is to be blessed in
proportion as he gathers around him any amount

of those things which relate to the body—which

can supply its wants, gratify its passions, or
minister to its love of ostentation or l)l’hlt‘_
And 1If he is sueccessful by methods which
mvolve wrong he condemns himself, He knows
hat in_the true sense he is not successful. He
has \\n-h'lnwll_\' falled. He may have wealth,
he may have power, but he has no true lmmu
HOSS,

Aud in his best moments he despises and
loathes hlllh«'“, and ;u‘klnmlwlgvx to himself
that he has utterly missed the true good. Of
two men, one of whom, by wrong-doing, has
risen to swvccess, and wealth, and povrer—the
other, of whom through right-doing, through
truthtulness and honorableness, has sunk to
poverty and nl-m'ul“()‘ ; we all feel the latter is
the wrue one to be revered and
hulml'ml, and the one that is on the track to
true blessedness.

man the

We feel llnllln"l\«'l) that the
of the man who suffers for a noble
Cause nas an !']tflm'nl ot «ll,;_(llll_\ aurl hl-‘xmuilw.\‘w‘,
which makes it desired than the
seeming happiness of the man who has sue
ceeded |».‘\' methods which involve injustice and
falseness. The latter cannot be lmliln_\A A subtle
element of m‘“ﬂ'(‘pl‘u;h'h wars all his enjoyment.
And this utterance of our nature is only a feeble
echo of that eternal truth which expresses itselt
in the manifold declaration of the Bible, ¢ that
sin 18 a bitter and evil thing.”

But in order to see how evil a thing sin is,

suflering

more to ve

man, in order that we might feel of what infi-
nite importance that character is. When I see
an animal writhing in the agony of some dread-
ful suflering, brought upon it, perhaps, by
accident, perhaps by the cruelty of an irritable
and half intoxicated master ; still more when I
stand

stain of one actual sin, nor the guilt of one sin,
and yet its little form is convalsed with paiu ;
in vain the mother alternately ealls upon God
and clasps her child ; it dies in agony as though
there were no God on high who pities : when |
see this mystery of suffering, and know that it
connects itself in some way with sin ; since if
there had been no sin in the world there hal
been no suffering ; when I see the reflected sin
of others thus carrying suffering into the nature
of innocent beings, like some fearfully contrived
weapon which uot only carries death to the

by the couch of some little child, over |
L) » # 3
whose innocent nature there has not passed the |

| misery with him down to the grave. Well ; it is

‘80 with all sin.

kind of #in, and another for another,

{ this kind of sin.

““THAT COD IN ALL THINCS MAY BE CLORIFIED THROUCH JESUS CHRIST.”--Peter.

But all sin is essentinlly alike. |

| There is many a one here present who has re-

motives powerful enough and urgent énough, and

[ yet is this day as much under the dominion of
There is many a one

| his sin as he ever was.
| who will be wronght upon from time to time hy
| presentations of truth and solemnly affected,
and will feel that now surely he can effectually
| withstand the evil of his nature, and he shall
| scareely turn round whensome sudden temptation
offering itselt, he shall drink in iniguity like
wuter, and his resolutions have no more power
than a spider's web. - It is one of the u fear-
ful attributes of sin.

And this brings me to still another aspect of

heart which it strikes, but, at the same times,
dividing and glancing aside, carries devastation
to all around it; when I see sin thus myste-
riously  surmounting the barviers, which we |

shonld suppose the Justice of God even would |
fix to it, I think we have a sight at which we |
have reason to be appalled—as feeling that there |
1s we know not what pervading, intense, diffusive, 1
malignity in sin, nor to what lengths it may go ; |
as thinking, also, that if in the mysterions ap- |

pointments of Providence, innocent,

guiltless |
suffer, only as a consequence 1)l'i
having come into this tainted portion ot the uni- |
verse which sin has poisoned with its hr«-uth,f
what terrible consequences must it work to those
who cherish it in their souls, and roll it (as |
Scripture says) as a sweet morsel under their |
tongues,

natures can

But turning from these mysterious, indirect
consequences of sin, which we should not know |
to be the consequences of sin if the Bible did not
so tell us.

Think of some of the dire:t conse- |
Think of particular forms of so
cial sin and the untold miseries whiclt they have

quences of sin.

caused, as some faint expression of the capabilities
Take, |

uf evil locked up in sinful human nature
for 1instance, Slavery. This is one definite |
torm 1 ‘which the seltishness of man has deve- |
loped itself now for 6000 years. Think of its
horrors, the horvocs by which the poor creatures
are captured in their native land like wild beasts,
the horrors of their transportation. the horrors
endured while being broken into a life of un
known labor, to say nothing of the cruelties of
inhuman masters ; think of the more cruel
slaveries which existed before christianity, of
whole continents of men sweltering in toil, op
pressed by tyrants, bought, sold, tortured, put |
to death at the whim of their masters, living
often in agony and dying often without hope ot
anything better to come. If the miséries which
are summed wp in that one word slavery coulil
be brought betore us so that we could see the
whole mass of it at
upon it and live,

Or take futemperance. That of counrse is only
a name for one kind of sin—a sin which to the
person often seems to imply no great guilt, so that |
he thinks of himself as unfortunate rather than
guilty. But who can tell the miseries, the shawme,
the degradation, not only to the millions upox
millions who all over jthe globe at any momeut
are the vigtims of this sin ; but still more of the
misery and agony of friends and families. No
human imagination can grasp it. It is only one
revelation of the unutterable malignity of sin.
Or take War. The apostle James tells us
expressly that war, comes from the sins that
war in our

once could any one look

members. It is an expression of
sin. . But think of the horrors of war—of a sin-
gle vattlefield—of the dead and dying—of blood
streaming from cleft skulls, from bayonet pierced
sides—of mangled bodies of men and horses

rolling, groaning,

struggling in promiscuous
of the slow agonies of those
) of the
agouy of those who wait for them in vain in their
homes ; and then think that history is onlya rapid
sketching of just such scenes. As wethink of these
forms of sin, and others which we will not stop to
mention, the world seems to us at times a very
Aceldema---a field of blood—a furnace of hot
and fiery passions for ever smoking to heaven,

hm\lw-l up death
left on battle-fields and dying in hospitals

nor can | contemplate all the woe which a few
forms of sin have brought upon this poor woe
ful world, without feeling a shuddering horror
of the possibilities of evil which lie hidden in
that sin which is capable of taking upon itself so
many forms. But let these things serve as some
expression of the virulence of sin,

But we need not look abroad-—we need not
go out of our own personal experience in order
to know that sin is an evil and a bitter thing.
All the world’s unhappiness hes come from sin.
All tho dark lines have been wrought into the
web of life by it. How many of us know that
the sharpest pains we have ever suffered have
been the wounds of pride, the paroxsyms of pas
sion, the stings of remorse ; und when this is not
the case, who of us, if he were to know his own
soul, would not see that the daily restlessness of
life, the wearing uneasiness of the wind, which as
a whole I-.m_:;.srnmn' sutfering than acute pains,

let us look at its consequences
it actually works,

the evil which
Now, here we must remem- |
ber that the Bible says that all the sutferings of
the world are, in one way or another,

the conse
quences ot sin,

When Adam sinned, then the
very earth changed its nature. The soil grew
hard and sterile, and the whole world began to
travail and groan in sympathy with man. Al
the infelicities and disorders of inanime.te
nature, all the restlessness and sufferings of aui
mate nature, were ordained of God as an expres
sioh of his hatred of the sin which was beginning
to develope itself in the being for whom this
lower world was made, and in whose maral dis-
order it was detreed that all else should become
disordered. We can find no better explanation
of these evils and disorders ; but if this be the
true on, what an idea it gives of the evil of sin
as God estimates it. Earthquakes, volcanoes,
burricanes, thunder, gleaming lightnings, ave
the ways in which nature expresses her terror
at the sight of sin ; penalties which sin exacts,
even of the inert mu{ guiltless matter., When
the husbandman belabors and coaxes the earth
for a scanty living, let him think what a hard
thing sin must be whose shadow has made the
soil itself so hard and grudging. When the
sailor tosses on the billows, and the waves hurl
their fary into the face of the clouds, and the
clouds dash it back to the waves, and there is
unutterable horror, as thought the very furies
were doing battle over his head, let him remem-
ber it is one of the ways in which nature shows
her passionate sorrow because sin has come into
the world. When the sky gathers blackness
from the coming storm, and the lightning glarves,
let him think that the darkness is only the
scowl of natare-—the lightning only the flash of
her angry eye, angry because sin has come
within her domains. All disorders of nature,
all freezing cold, all burning heat, all the
strife of the elements, are only indirect results of
our sin; because God ordained that nature
should turn aside from her beneficent intents
when man turned from his integrity, And 0 also
with all the sufferings of th brute creation, and
of living beings ; even of those who are not
inplicated in the guilt of sin. The Bible
teaches us that all this woe came into the world
in some mysterious way in consequence of our
sin.

God has made the fate of nature and of

IS ‘l.lluﬁ'rlin'l' the result of llll’xllh(llillll(ltl lval.\’niuun,
ot ln‘,;!\‘ Lol «ll\u:nn“-'iu‘&' uf‘;ml. Our discon
tent, our anxieties, have their origin in sin
It acts not merely |:'y the positive discom-
fort and suffering which it occasions—Dbut still
way of unfitting one for the
happiness which is alwayg ready to flow in upon
the pure and holy spirit. 1t spreads a ruffle of un-
easy discontent over the mind, which makes the
cloar reflection of any happy sentiment almost
an impossibility, In its lightest form it some
what darkens the mind, and deadens the finer sen
sibilities, and troubles the conscience, and creates
dissatistuction with ourselves, and so withevery-
thing else. You may be sure, my friend, that
by all you fall short of perfect serenity, cheerful-
ness and strength of spirits, you may measure
the evil of sin. But for sin our earth with all its
disadvantages would be a paradise instead of be
ing as it is to such multitudes the valley of the
shadow of death-—as it is to us all, more or less,
a place of stern trial and suffering.
I have spoken of the evil of sin as seén in the
suffering which it causes ; but there is another
particalar to which I wish to ask your atten-
tion briefly, in which its evil is to be seen even
more strikingly ; and that is the tenacity with
which it cleaves to the nature when it has once
infixed itself. If as soon as we found that a
particular sin was the source of suffering we
couldshakeit off, then sin would be a comparative-
ly trivial evil. But it is not so; one of the most
appalling attributes of sin is that it so works itself
into the very fibres of our being that when we would
be rid of it we often cannot. Though we seek de-
liverance wich tears and bitter outeries we can-
not find it. I speak what is open to every one'’s
observation. Habits of sin once formed cleave
to us with amazing tenacity, and go on to work
in us misery, as though in spite of ourselves.
You see this very plainly in the case of some
more open sins : i that of the intemperate man
for instance. You have seen him struggling
with the whole force of his nature against the
chains of the sin he has so lightly thrown
tound himself, but struggling in vain; you
have seen his anguish, his de sperate resolve, his
speely repeated failures; you have heard him say,
“I eannot help it. My sin is too strong for me.
sink in waters too deep for me. There is no
elp for me.” And you have seen him go on

more in the

| ersoever it goes,

| be pronounced with respect in any pulpit, Dr,

beyond the grave.
fabrie of the soul and then follows the soul with-
If sin had power 0aly to em
bitter our mortal existence it
terrible a thing, but it follows us into eternity.
The habits of evil which we take with us to the

border of the grave, we take with us aiso to the |

our future inheritance
50 reason teaches us.

so the Bible teaches us :
Sarely there is no reason

why the dropping of the body should change the |

solved against some sin under the impulse of |

the evil of sin ; and that is, that it cleaves to us |
It works itself into the very |

would not be so|

SAINT JOHN, N. B, FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 1878,

thoughts and work over its own bitter reflec

There is not ong law tor one | tions, which shall grind and goal and grate
We unl.\'

see the workings of our nature more plainly in

eternally agaiust its peace, and make it
forever, “ Oh sui, what an evil thing and bitter
thou art.”

Thus poorly ?,;m- I treated the subject. 1f 1

cry out

é had more time and more ability, I should have
| still treated it poorly. No
understand all the'evil of sin.

mortal
Be sure my friend,

so fearful :ll“tl 80 to be dreaded as the evil of sin :
not poverty, nor sickness, nor physical pain,
nor obscurity, nor the reproach of men.
you are tempted to do wrong, think sithin your
self, this is that evil thing which hath brought
disorder into God’s universe, This is that which
is so terribly malignant, that it hath almost
baffled infinite power and infinite love conjoined.
This is that which in its mildest form hath fill
ed my own spirit at times with keenest an

guish. This is that which hath found a fitting ex

pression of itself in all the horrors of war:
all seen and unseen horrors under which men suf-
fer.JThis is that, the black shadow of which falling
across the outward universe, hath shaken it with
convulsions of terror. This is that the distant and

mysterious infections of which hath touched

other side of the grave, and they malke a part of [ @ven innocent natures with mysterious agonies,

and made them groan to be delivered from the
bondidge thereof, Thisis that w hich sharpens and
drives home the terrible .\lin:: of death.

This is

!

character : why the ceasing of the pulse to beat | that which is to go with us into eternity, and to
should make the heart anew ; why the turning the | make as Dr. Channing says, the very tooth of

corruption out of the spiritual nature.
When 1 see how an evil Labit formed in

youth will harden into bands of iron, and eling | your nature
|to one far on into manhood, in spite often | less ; the infection is upon us, let
|of terrible struggles- to break away from it,
then when I see unother freely giving himself to | pentance and faith and good works. t

There is only one other consideration to which
[ ask your attention in proof of the terrible evil

of sin, and that is thit not only does it follow us | sleeps ; but

| physical natore to corruption, should take thi [ the worm that never dies

:

| i .

l consuming fire,
:

|
|
|
|
|
|

And wiil you dally and trifle
with such an evil, will you lightly fasten it upon
Alas, we have done so more or
t us pray to God
to help ug and to forgive us, let us strive by r

@

O }u‘ ]]Al

. & !
very many periods of his life knows not that he |
18 ; and so 1t is every night with him when he |

A : !
none ot Lh ‘1‘[';v‘ll to God =3
3 ' !

into the eternal world, but there and there only | and if he knows it not he is u 1 Can any

it produces its full effect of evil. Accordin gto th}‘
Scripture, “ the color of our future existence
will be \\hn“_v determined |»_\‘ the habits and
prineiples which we carry into it.” I take these
WO (I can hardly say this thought, since the
tho. w is too common to belong to any one)
[ ta) e theso words from the sermon of a distin
gw mied Unitarian clergyman, whose name may
Channing. We evangelical elergyman are sup
posed to hold very extravagant views upon the
subject of future punishment. And perhaps
many of us have treated the subject with a want
of teeling, and with a dogmatisin which have

easily he may forget it, perhaps mock at it under |

at the table of luxury and amidst cheerful asso- |
ciates ; but in the state of retribution the guilty |
soul will find nothing to amuse him, to dissipate
thought, to turn him away from himself; nothing |
to which he can fly for refuge from the inward
penalties of transgression.

“Then aguin, in the present life the outward
creation draws the evil maun from himself; but”
it seems to me probable that in the future, the
whole creation will through sin he turned into a
source of suffering, and will perpetually throw

back the evil mind on its own transgression,

It is rational to believe that the corrupt and de

formed mind which wants goodness (u spirit of

sympathy with God and the universe), will ereate
for itself in the future us its fit dwelling, a de-
formed body, which will also want concord or
harmony with all things around it, and the
whole creation shall become an instrument of suf-
fering, fixing the soul with a more harrowiug con-
scioasness o itself. The beautiful light giving
acute pain, the sounds which once delighted us
becoming shrill and distressing. Yes, sin will
go with us to stanip itself on our future frame,
to darken our future being, to separate us like
an impassible gulf from our Creator and from
pure and happy beings, to bé as a consuming
fire and an undying worm.” I have not time
to quote further (and I scarco regret it so sad
are such thoughts) from the terrible representa
tion of one who drew his views of these things,
he tells us, not only from Scripture but also from
reason, And when I see what trouble sin has
brought into the world, when I see how it can
fill men in this world (even the partially good)
with inexpressible distress, and rend and tear
their spirit with the most embittered conflicts :
that too when surrounded by all the instruments
and appliances of enjoyment—oh what may it
not do in that world where sin has full sweep, and
there is no outward world to call off the mind
from its sorrow, no busy avocations, no sensual

every living thing depend upon the character of

ragging the chains of his servitude and his

celights, no proud ambition, and the soul hath

- . . : |
many pleasant sights, scenes, voices, draw us | to the youug for them to be allowed to grow up
from ourselves, and he who has done wrong-how | on the narrow-guage scheme of

the bright light of this sun and this fair earth, | places are presently to be filled by those who

| selfish spirit, this largely thoughtful mind, this

thing in this world be
think that all

more t‘t't!{l‘ll, than to
fabric of heaven and
earth can come by chance, when all the skill of
art 1s not able to make an ovster?! To

the rare

See rare

effects and no eanse : an excellent governinent
and no prince ; a motion without an immove

able ; a circle without a centre : with

a time

out eternity a second without a first

a thing
that begins not from itself, and therefore not to
perceive there whence it
does begin, which must be without beginning
these

18 something from

tlllugx are so against ]u‘nllwvl'h'\ and |

natural reason, that he

his Hlult'x‘\!,tn'llln; that does not assent to them

self-1solation
the sake of the churches, whose vacant

are being trained in the Sunday-school, the un

giving habit, ought, with the utmost assiduous
be cultivated. For the sake of the
world, millions on millions of whom are atting,
still, in the region and shadow of death, and |
on whom the light has never risen, how tremen I
dous are the incentives, if I'Iglllli\ considered, to
(‘.’t“ iltl') l'uclili\iliull overy most illgvnluux‘ «l\'\l-'t',
most natural

ness, to

means and method for giving
actuality and aim, breadth and undiscourage
able enthusiasm, in all our Sunday-schools, to

the missionary spirit.— Advawuce.

Bosides working more and giving more we
ought especially to pray more for all our bene-
volent enterprises. The prayer meetings that
one may attend, and the Christian families that
one may visit, without ever hearing a prayer
for any of these enterprises, is a sad comment
on our consistency as Christians. If we believe
that God controls the hearts of men as he turns
the rvivers of water, and then if we feel the anx
ety for our missionary and educational work
that we profess to feel, how can we be so silent
about 1t before his throne! In a very impor-
tant sense, the In-mt‘.\ that we s0 nnu'h need is
the Lord’s. Let us oftener lllt‘.hl with him for
it, instead of always knocking at the hard hearts
of men. And then there arve thespiritual results
that we ought to be very desirous should attend
these enterprises, as well as the anxiety that we
ought to feel for the upbearing of the workers
under the.burdens that are apon them. Do we
sufficiently lay these things before God ! Let
us pray more for the success of all our mission-
ary and benevolent work, for the money which
is 80 much needed to carry it forward, and for
the workers themselves,

Blessed be the hand that prepares a pleasure

rothing to do but converse with its own gloomy

W —

for a child, for there is no saying when and
where it may again bloom forth,

miné can |

no other evil in the universe, and not all evi! is |

When |

slavery, int(-mpm:mu-, of fire, famine, pestilence ; |

wnd the fuel of the |

{ made holy 1

mnst needs be a beast in | church ! ]
|

| form for which Christ

[EDITOR AND PROPRIETOR.

WHOLE No. 1292,

UNCONSCIOUS SERVICE.

The best and noblest service inlife i

RULES FOR SPOILING A CHILD.

Begin young by giving him

N ln;.r{“i.h‘n l W !‘ (tever i."
by love, and love works without con

HONSIM

cries fo

of self. When in the house of Simon, , ) !'; Jk freely before the child ad
li«-(h:m_\. that woman came with the alabaste Smartne S l‘l“."”“l"”"‘!";

vox and poured the ""'\"A\ and fragrant oint J Tell him he is too much for vou, that
| ment upon the head of Jesus, it was. on her you ean do nothing with him : s
| part, an ”““'_’“‘““_’”‘ act, expressive of the | Have divided counsels as betw 1 father
supreme affection of a heart that would give al and mother

to Him. Even the disciples were blind to it 5. Let him learn to vegard his father as a
meaning until the Master hushed their com reature ef unlimited P,\M.,H "“l""“":“' ;m;| ty
| plaint with the revelation that this service of |, wnnical : or as a mere ““‘l"l"“" machine :
\\'HllHlll_\' tll-\u”u!\ x‘l«llivs‘] evermore be remem 6 - ey

- I Let him learn (from his father s example)
| bered as a memorial ot her. Ihe to ']"‘l‘i“" his mother I
| this \nn.}llc' Jl('[.(")l{l'l never ceasc to exh ‘l'% b % Do not know or care who his c'vlnl»:lh:-
cause of what it was to her Lord, She knew it ons may be
not, but her offering of affection had anointed i hini read whatéver he likes
His body for its burial—a deed of devotion 9. Let the child, whether boy or girl, rove
> < = . O 3

which angels would have begged to render. the streets in the evenings—a g
‘ T%—

fll(__’!'.(.n e oOf

, : slnkl S'!}\N)l Y'ﬂl‘
Duty is a task master and galls the neck with both sexes '
! its yoke, where love bears heavier burdens and 10. Devote yourself to making money; r

| fings with joy, unconscious of its service

Whatever is done, impelled by the supreme
affection of the heart towards Christ, is

membering alwavs that wealth is a better
' . . ; -4 .
tegacy for vour child than principles in tl

vie
sure to | heart and habits in the life

| : rim ! wnd let him have
| be the right thing 'hat which for a moment plenly of money to spend
| #ppears o l"‘_ + blunder, and which a cold, 8 B3 not with him in hours of reereation
| caleulating spirit would avoid, proves to be just 12.  Strain out a gnat and swallow a cam. !
-4 3
:(]u- right thing. Love has an intuitive percep- | chastise severely for a foible. and larigh at
| tion, and going easily and st ught to the ae-| yice
: : ,
complishment of its purpose, thinks that its I4 Let him run about from church to
:

| work 1s so simple as scarcely to merit recogni hurch I

ticism 1n religion is  the

wder of
{ ton, [he fact that self is not thought of is the | the day
| reason often why so much real good is accom ‘ lhese rules are not untried. Many pai
' A The . ) x| ne ] 3 .
| plished [he word spoken in love by one who | have proved them, with substantial uniformits
| 1s neither great nor renowned is received and | of results. If a faithful ebservance of the:

3

need,

thought of for its own worth aud whil

does not spoil your child, you will at least have
the comfortable
w hat

! .

{ the same message xlun'm-h n "lmi!lt'n\‘i' of pet reflection that vou have d
| sonal utterance is forgotten in the remembrance ?
| of the way and manner of its expression. The

| Hln'u'.xm‘i').l 5

)
Vou iHH‘vl

service of love IS an ll!!'\%“fiiv;'

\ A Worp 10 Pasrors Make up your mind

aen I s argument that it is done for its own sake. and x el

sin from youth to manhood, through wmanhood | from its power. Lot us trust Christ, that at last o e i g it : you it work, but if you consider vourself

e . | > ° . Sil( US Alu ACLS are COnN¢ ' ngy Orees - ! : . .
and age to the vervy moment that the grave | at the resurrection of the just the last traces of [ A i 3 . | fellow member, dont work alone Help
g . o2 N 1 ! ’ . w i . Men are brave to stand against influences back al Aoih 4 . If

opens to receive him; those terrible chains | the evil may be eliminated from our being For o e btrod , : : church, but don't carry it { you find med
‘ . i R . . ‘ of which they see obt ng personal prid ' ) '

which he has been binding about himself so plannin but let thodt 1 . ‘, | .}l‘, hag | TN Isybodies, give them pleaty to do ; t

e b vanning, ni ¢ 1 ] r convinee th wihat | a

industriously all his life, are they suddenly | . . & : | l i Pt R o - dacten | hate real work as a mosquito does smoke

and easily to dw  his soul. dtaniy hansime M'ae Arueist A Foor Who in the world is | '8 saxd or done is simply from a supreme desire Your main business is to preach : but to
| ahd easily to « rop “.I>”'\l"‘“”" h'”“i'.\ “I"“l\' ;‘,‘ verier fool. a more ignorant, wretched person | for their welfare and gool, and they are broken . o ¢ k . l o

" > ape MA( . s 4 an 1 Oh ! i ; 44 rs ° ched Son, | s thi W Mns NOW YOoul oo Y ABOE

the slender thread n!_ ife has broken 1 ! no. I i a3 A, poge " hatter | down When the Maste: welcomed His faith s | . peoy .

Sin is too great an evil to be 80 easily shaken off | than he that is an atheist ? A man may better | t! want Don't visit just to please. but to

It is (iw“ verdict of man and the Perdict of | Pelieve there is no such man as himself, and that [MI s e the exclamation of glad surpris help on vour work Some { will ne

ATy pud "y ; : | he is not in being, than that there is no God. | eaps from his lips, “ Lord, when did we these s ’ ] {
SNer e he 8 Thie y s cherished all | 4 4 vili : roq, | g : L 11X visits to another’s one : viere vou
cripture. I'he sin whic h one has cherished all for | $o ‘ el : | things { He knew it not until then that those | | : . i B
his life, and ecarvied with him to the grave or himself can cease to be, and onee was not, | - hurt the devil most Be governel by men
" ’ : . ;i " b ) . | dee ; OS¢ sarviece tl swombpted h 5 b .
he shall take up on the other side of the grave and shall be changed from what he is, and in | deeds of unconscious service that prompted him
4 ) 3 g ¥

: : wants ; not their complaints
to ]"‘}l’ the lowliest of his fellow men was ré® :

membered as if done for the King of kings. It
15 the unconsecious

|1fl|t'l‘\ll A 'fm‘ A% Yo

l"I“ '\uill ’x"'.n'_-

Preach not as wid God can

best arrange it with sound

ministry of loving hearts

O T gy g i il The | TEBSOD, then cork them tight \\xti.‘ ound “fm':
Working (*hurch cation, bind them tightly with a “Th
Yo sarith the Lord Be sparing, if not a littl
stingy. in wsing old sermons. Remem b,

QUESTIONS FOR CHURCH MEMBERS.

1. Why am I a member of this Church 1 Is
it because I wish to serve Christ here below : or

when the stream of study -lln;u ﬂu\\xn;. the

pulpit pond lowers. Give no unless

there is love wn-ulgln to prevent their drowni Y
18 it for the sake of company, respectability and | in hatred
fashion 1

2. Am I a true Christian ? Do I hate sin.

Have | ~ho the

ll!'\ll!‘ t be

censures,

It requires much love to
more o reprove

Attack “ hit people only when
y stand between yvou and the devil,

l'X.ll‘l 5

measunres
love Christ, his l"'”l']"' and cause ?

sen God for my portion ! Do 1 You must begin in time, and not be too lon

in uttering what vou have to say if vou wonld

3. As a member, what am 1 dotng in the | have

this busy age stop and listen It v
Do 1 feel that I have a ‘lul_\ to per

\\ul‘.ivl }IP\'.U'II t e h"\Y Sermons, l CLise "Il
will

call me to an a« faithfully betorehand. Eadeavor to be the gve

!l('lll’i\'t’d our Wol'dhﬂf lllllchllf(,ht‘ll‘;I»\\'wl', ,\lul ’Ilhi\i" tlie “'““"" ' :'l“"' fool _"‘”‘l' said mn l”\ count | | est man in the |~.|ll~h_ and that by .n';q; i
for ALY Feasons, there are those of you I know ,h""‘“‘t' .”“.“: 15 no Grod that 18 his h haracte ‘ 4. Is there that reverence. that deference, that : sarvant of all Be childish enough to think vou
with whom the words of thisuritm"pu very cau I'he (hmq formed savs that notning framed it | consistency, which right views of the sanctuary | never can be left away from Christ R
tious and moderate, both in his Janguage and his the tongue aever ma le itself to "'l" wd yet ; should inspire ! | show Him all you bave, and ask Him for al y
doctrine) will have more weight than an® words I | #tlks against him that did, saying, * That which | 5, What is my conduct towargds my brethven | want
can use. Ina very solemn ;unliullbl‘!‘wn\"M'lmu:x§:f I“"“" 18, and that which 'f“*' It, 15 not But | Do I love them, feel interested 1n the :1...:1|‘xix‘l]" Work when youcan,rvetire when yvou wned
of his on the evil of sin, he first dwells upon the ””)-‘ tolly 1s as infinite a e i, as mueh without | them 1 If in my power, do I visit them when | you shall have favor with God, when vou w
thought that the consequences of sin will continue light or bound a W R - the primitive | sick and comfort them ! When wandering, l‘ Congregationalist.
ln-_\‘on«l the grave, and declares that the opposite nothing Jeremy Taylos [ endeavor to reclaim them ! E
idea—that the consequences of sin are to be con | 6 Do Ilove my pastor as I ought? Do 1 ! DEAN STANLEY o8 Goop Dekps The w
fined to this life—is in his opindon “the most |  Jpsvs. On & True Frizyp And there is | belp him or am I a burden to him ! Do I traveller in the south of Spain, whe, after |
irrational doctrine that was ever broached.” « lI'r Vfriend that sticketh clo than a brothe: 1 “""“"‘ afflict, and grieve where I might com- | g many an arid p:vtlu wnd many a bare h
we are to live again,” he says, “let us settle it ! I;IH\ 18:24 How much we need true friend !t”l_” ! finds himself, at mightfull. under the w ol
as & sure fact, that we will carvy with ws ow [ ship in this world. But, alas! how little of it| 7+ Do I pray for my minister as ] \f's_:lﬂ ! | Greuada, will hear splashing and rippling un
present minds, such as we now make them | is to be found Friendship needs to be shown | 8. Do 1 lu.‘} my share towards the cost of | the shade of the spreading trees, and along tl
that we shall reap good or evil as we now sow | most of all in the dav of adve rsity, when the ; L r‘l\ house chex rialiy "lllll'(“.l“»\, conscientl- | gide of the d sty road, the girateful murmu '
that every act which affects character will | clouds lower and there is none to )‘":l’ How | Ousiy | runuing waters : of streamlets wh -
reach in its influence beyond the grave and have ' often under such cirenmstances are our earthly | J. Am I a laborer in God's vineyard or a loi { music mingles with his dreams as he sleen
a bu;niu;_; on our future weal or woe.” H ':""i"' tations blasted There is one. h mv\«-{,’ terer? Is my talent laid up in f‘llll"r\lll or laid | meets his ear as the Best pleasant voi 4
tlu-n‘.rm'o-mlst(uQ'I.Llu»ln(t'!ln'I}l()ll'ﬁ'h((lmll)u' But- | who exactly meets this ereat need of humanity, | Ut to the best ady tage for CUhrist | stillness of the early daw: W
ferings of sin will be indefinitely greater here | who v friend for adversity, one that ticketh | 10. Am I growing in grace ! My privileges | the sound of irrigating vivulets called
after than in the present life. *“In the present “\§ o & broth Jesus is our true friend, | #re great Is my faith stronger, hope brighter, | 1stence by the Moorish o upants of Greoa
world (he says) ““sin indeed brings with it m.m_v; Sahacs o to comfort k viend Polybius, | humility deeper, charity broader, and principles | five centuries ago, which, amidst all the chans
pains—but not its retribution After death | persuaded him to r | ilictions patiently | move fixed | l'."“‘ hatred of sin and love of | of race 1 religion, have ceased to fl
character will produce its full’ effect. The cir- | |00 s he was the emperor’s favorite ; telling | P ,m‘,.m increase | 'k empire have fallen, thei l ha :
cumstances which in this life prevent sin from | Lim it was not kawful o him t> complain whils 11. Dol ftve under the impression that I am ppre ’ ive and sword. ¢
inflicting pain will not operate herveafter. There Caesar was his friend. Oh! but the sure word |.--.;.\.»).\;"l.~ to God for time, talent, property, | heen driven from the shores of Sua X
the evil mind will be exposed to its own terri of (God affords a beties | hat which is : and the improvement of upportunities of useful pala crumble into ruins ; but thi
ble agency, and nothing, nothing will iuterfere | tru unfort indeed * it b ry true child of | ness ! . their beneficial civilization still continus
between the transgressor and his own awakened | God not to be overmuch jected under the| 12 Am 1 prepaved todie! Ave my accounts |in this contis uity that which was good
conscience, I usk you (lu' says) to pause and ‘ greatest aflliction because he is God's jewel, ; straight | Is my work done ! ‘\\ uld 1 receive wise and generous in that gifted, bt unha
weigh this distinction between the present and | (fod's « iild, God's inkeritance, und God's Son E‘!’lh applanding welcome, “ Well done, thou good | pace still lives on to chee: and fi )
the l.l‘ltlll'l" In the present lil‘w.‘ we have the ; his e mstant nfailing fi vl ‘( and faithful servant thou hast bes faithful | enemie anl theu conquerors Even so it
means of escaping, ;nn.l.\ing and fulg_u-!l...; om ‘ Doctor, what shall I do?’ a ked a patient | over a few th LS, I will make th ruler over with the zood deeds of those who hay (
selves. Onece in the course uf«'\t'l’_\' ll.ul‘\ revo- | of her medieal adviser “ My friends are all | many things ; enter thou into th of u before u Whatever there has been of 1 b
lution of the sun, we all of us find refuce and | out of town.” “ You mav have one friend. % Lord 1 Chrstian Eva ful consideration, of kindly hospit ulity, of fiu
many of us a long refuge in sleep ; and he who was the answer, “ who is uever out of the way. | | reaching generosity, of graciou charity,
has lived withon! God hears not for hours a || ut ever near and ever true.” | y " NTTA T high-minded justice, of saintly devotion — th
whisper of the monitor within, bat let not the | | : : ("\l)ML INbIDL‘ still ‘feod the tream  of woral fertiliza
transgressor anticipate this boon in the world of | | Recently, in illustrating "‘f' theme, \ Man | whish will run on when the ir pl knows th
retribution Yefore him. There repose will nevel THE young, even the very young, can be made | "lh““ Mr. Spurgeon told' a “" nwy that 1s | no more, when even their names have P
\nﬂ'gll down his t'_\.-;hln, conscienve will not ; to feel a tender, moving, profound interest in : worth repeating He saig, Some Christians “,. | The vision of a noble characte . thi _;lsi.:: )
slumber, night and day the same reproaching | the entire scope and aim of all the mission en |1umnl me of fln" 1;"!1" boys who go to bathe ; all | \oo kind of virtue. does not perish A thite
voice 1s to cry within, and unrepentent sin will | terprises, If this can be done, it ought to be * frightened and shivering, ""‘I." enter the water | of gsoodness, like a thing of bheauty, is
fasten with unvelaxing grasp on the ever-awak- ! done. It should be done, not in a few s hools, [ JUSE & littl p ‘ » their ankles '“" y wade and | ¢ 0ver
ening soul. Then again in the present state how | here and there, but in all schools. It is a wrohg [shiver again But the man who is really in -

Christ is like the practised swimimer who plunges |

SPEAKING IN PravYEr-MEETING
into the stre |

commonest drawbacks in a prayer-meeting is the
fear of a ;

Une ol thae
am hl' t'l

first, and
swim in He nevem shivers. It
He rejoices in it It has b

This is the man who understands the 'l-llvi»llh‘w\

nndas water 1o

hixmew him pause,” or a ';_'\ll»'. in the exercise
me his element | There are good brethren wlo are so afraid lest

| there should be A oment ol lupressive stlence
of religion in a manner far bheyond the ¢ neep

after the meeting is thrown open for prayer oi
tionofthe half-and-half professor who hasonly reli

| remark, that they spring to their feet like a
! ].l\'l\ in-a 'N'.\, the instant the leader unlooses the
l .\n“n'linn'\l”usl!;ltt'l!ll.\‘t‘\'.l -|‘-Mllll .\lln‘l'l\ﬁﬂl ".-..\.~|" ,““l lu\n’w-\l to lk'\'llll) lln' lilll(‘, l\'nl a

moment should be lost. Because of their

story.
» | stant forwardness to bear a part in the e:
ll" i“l\'"!‘ h{lll about i

dozen times, but the friend did not come, and

yion m..n.:‘h to make hun miserable

An Awmerican gentleman said to a friend,
“1 wish you would come down to my garden
and taste my apples,’

con-
VOICISeS,
2 other brethren who would .\lu-uk or pray, it only

at | a reasonuble opening were before them.
last the fruit-grower said, * 1 suppose you think

my apples are good for nothing, so0 you won't
come and tay them.” “ Well to tell the truth.”
said the friend, “1 have tasted them. As I
went  «onaltga b,b T picked one up that fell
over tln‘ wall and 1 never tasted allt)(llllng .\ul
sour in all.my life ;
wish to have

remain
silent for months or years together, nntil they

finally fixed in the habit ot passive hearing,
There are times, it is true, when a man should
be prompt in giving an exhortation or a testi-
mony, without waiting to see if some one else is
veady, but this should not be the frequent
tom of any man,

are

ClUs-
No matter how spiritually
minded, or eloguent, or earnest, or well inforw
ed, or how popular a speaker, a man may be, he
ought not to take more than his shave of the
time in a prayer-meeting He ought not te
| speak too trequently. He ought to wait for
{ others. He ought lu.lhliulnmgm:!hv-iuv“m'-- ol
them up as not worth stealing ; but if you will | 4 pause” on some guiet brother who would come
come inside, you will find that we grow a very | forward if he were allowed time to get on iy
different quality theve, sweet as honey.” Now, | feet with a fair show of modesty. The best talk-
you will find that on the outskirts of religion | er in the world ought to shrink from the respon-
there are a number of Thou shalt uots,” and sibility of shutting out others from a part in the
“ Thou shalts, and convictions, and alarms ; but prayer-meeting, by his effort to fill every gap”
these are ouly the bitter fruits with which this | that no man who is less forward than himself
wondrous Eden is guarded from thieving hy- | can enter it.—8. 8. Times.

pocrites. If yon can pass by the exwerior bitters,
and give yourself right up to Christ and live for
Him, your peace shall be us the wuves of the
sea ; and you shall find that the fruits of “ this
apple-tree among the trees of the woods” are the
most delicious fruit that can be enjoyed this side
of our eternal howme.

and 1 do not particularly
any more of your frait,” Q)
said the owner of the garden, “ I tho ighit it must
be so. Those apples around the
are for the speeiul benelit of the bors.

outside
I went
fifty miles to secure the sourest sorts to plant all

around the orchard, so the boys might give

e

The dealers and the wmanufacturers complain
of diminished demands for their goods. “ People
have nothing to uy with,” Well, suppose that
instead of spend ng their £500,000,000 on vum
whiskey, be r, and the like, they should hlx’-ud

it on cotton goods, boots, shoes, hardware, houses,
—— and the lke. How quick would every f; t
When a man dies, men inquire what he has begin to hum ! B o

We have but to look th
the bung-hole to see the cause of our hand
times.”

left behind ; angels inquive what he hassent be-
fore hiw,

Thy friend bas a friend und thy friend’s friend

The moment & wan is satistied
has a friend ; be discreot. — Talumwd.

with himsclf,
overybody else is dissatistiod wsul. uu:
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