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“THAT COD IN ALL THINGS MAY BE CLORIFIED THROUCH JESUS CHRIST.’ Peter. 

SAINT JOHN, N. B, FRIDAY, AUGUST 8 1879. 

it has the slightest effect, The Fntelligencer. i And 
- whistle to the wind and 
CONSTANT, INSTANT. EXPECTANT, | 'n such a stupid proceeding ? 

BY 

“ Continuing instant in prayer.” 

| Prayer has a distinct 
Christian duties and graces. It is not possible 
for us to carry out the holy commands of our 

They must have 
formed their notion of our mental condition from 
their own if they imagine that we should pray 

[if we knew that God did not hear us, and would 
relationship to all | 6, answer us. Prayer apart from the ilea of a 

| hearing God is not praying ; it is soliloquizing. 
| or, in plainer words, a silly talking to yourself, 

Lord Jesus unless we are abundant in supplica | such as one sees in half witted old persons who tion. The Romans, at the time that Paul wrote have outlived what few senses they once pos- to them, were subject to persecution, and in this | You must believe that God is, and that verse he mentions two remedies for impatience | thre is reul 
under such afflictions, remedies which are equally | ( 
effectual under all the trials of lite. The old | 
physicians tell us of two antidotes against poison, | 
the hot and the cold, and they dilate upon the | [ord does really listen to the pleadings of His special excellence of eazh of these ; in like man | people, and though He does not alter His ordin 
ner the apostle Paul gives us first the warm | ance and His dacves. vet in some way or other antidote—‘ rejoicing in hope,” and then he gives | He makes the ‘ 
us the cool antidote, “ Patient in tribulation.” | efficient link in the machinery of His providence Either of these, or both together, wi!l work won- | and grace, so that 

REV. C. H. SPURGEON, 

Romans xii. 12, 

sessed, 

commerce between your soul and 
vod, and that your pleadings are a part of the 

divine way of blessing you, or else you are not 
praying, but maundering and chattering. The 

not without prayer doth He derfally for the sustaining of the Spirit in the | bless them abundantly, honr of affliction : 
neither of these remedies can be taken into the 
soul except they be mixed with a draught of 
prayer. 

Dear friends, may the : s 
| . . » » » but it is to be observed that | Lord the Holy Spirit stic us all up to be instant 
in mighty, energetic prayer. 

: } Now, secondly, comes the word Prayer 1s to be exercised in all things, | 
for from its position in the present context we | 
are taught that it is not without prayer that we | ai : : . proceed to “distribute to the necessity of the | be the Christian’s vital breath, how can he leave 
saints.” Because we have prayed for them we | oft prayer § 
are ready to befriend them by deeds of love. [If We must we have not been accustomed to pray for the | must be intense always. 

CONSTANT. 

‘ Continuing instant in prayer.” 

maintain the ardor of prayer; we 

Praver is not to be a 
brethren, we shall not be “ given to hospitality : * ; 
much less shall we “ bless them that persecute | until 1b changeth into praise above, Perhaps 

us.” Prayer is the life-blood of duty, the secret | Prayer will continue even in heaven Certainly 
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sup of holiness, the fountain of obedience Upon | the souls under the altar ery “ How long 1" and 
prayer as spoken of in the text may the Holy 
Spirit help us now to meditate. 

Three things 1 shall speak upon which wiil be : 
remembered the better hy being linked with | State, as progress is the characteristic of the present 

{one 

| unfulfilled prophecies and promises yet big with 
| future events will be pleaded even there. Praise, 
| however, 18 the chief characte) istic of the future 

three words, instant, constant, expectant We ar to get nto a good pace 
First, then, 

instant 

{ In prayer, : and then keep It up, conlineny in 

| stant in prayer, “That is ditlicult,” Says one, INSTANT. : . 
1 Who said it was not ? Ti All the processes of the | 

12 Wor | “ . » . | : = + 4 1 ) : | Chuistian life are difficult ; indeed, they are im mstant, 1S use Wy our translator i possible apart from the abiding help of the divine 
ee 

| 
Si = % 2 a 3 ‘ : A PREP Spirit ; but “ the Spirit helpeth our infirmities. | Greek word is said to have the signification ot : 

! 

| 

“Continuing instant wn prayer. 

pressing, urgent, importunate, earnest. 

5 > i Now then, brethren, that we may be helped to " always applying strength mn prayer, or con | keep up onr fervency in prayer, please to notice | tinuing with all your might in prayer. Our . : | 
prayer is to be full of strength ; * blessed is the 

man whose strength is in thee.” 
mere form is but a mockery ; 

1 

| that prayer must be continuous, because it is so 

singularly mixed up with the whole gospel dis Praver as a . 
. pensation, 

prayer in a lan 
guid, half-hearted manner may be more dishon wnt Shar 46 Joins whith Do was the Mas of] 
oring to God than honoring to Him ; we our Nazareth upon the mountain's lonely side ; an selves may be rather injured by luke-warm | prayer is dear to Him now that as the Son of | 

Pghe Shan: nseibanh dyn. We me geal EE ety Be a our whole soul to God, or He will not accept us of . | 
It will be ill for us if we are half-hearted for it 
18 written, “ their heart 

they be found faulty.” 
sufferetih violence, and the violent take it 
force.” We are exhorted to * knock.” and as 
our model we are directed to him who at mid 
night aroused his slumbering friend. We are 
exhorted to be importunate, like the widow with 

As the incense filled the temple, so 
| 

does prayer fill the gospel economy. Prayer | 

covenant hath this condition of prayer appended, 
ster “ Ask of me, and I will give thee the heather 1s divided ;: now shall | cog . - or ’ ; , | 2 : : for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of “The kingdon of heaven 

: the earth for thy possession.” Prayer 15 the 
by atmosphere which surrounds Emmanuel’s land : | 

as the clouds hang on the mountains, so doth 
prayer linger over every great mercy of God. 

Prayer IS with every covenant | 

| 
| 

| 

connected 

find good to our souls | business must sail whether it 

prayers of His people to be an | 

If praver | 

» | thing of vesterd vy, but of vo-day, and to-morrow, | 

{ 

{ 

do they think | but he was in an ocean clipper, which was out that we are such idiots that we wonl! stand and for work, and not for play. The man who means 
is dark or light : 

and so in prhyer we must serve (God instantly, 
| both day and night. Real prayers are constant 
| prayers. Hypocrites pray by fits and starts : 
the genuine Christian * prays without ceasing.” 

| Beloved, we must continue in prayer, but the 
Holy Spirit alone can enable us to do if 

| may, however, be much helped in it by occasion 
ally setting apart a special time. 

| prayer, are very helpful. We ought to have 
| our appointed seasons each day, but special times | 

| | fire and enable it to burn more brightly. To 
| unite with other Christians in prayer #8 often 
| very helpful. Private prayer is more important 
| than public prayer under many aspects, and is a 
| better test of a Christian : still public prayer 

| over and above our regular custom may stir the 

often reacts upon private devotion, and when 

two or three are together, and are agreed as 
| touching the kingdom, their supplications will 
often be helpful to each other, und obtain the 

| thing which they desire. 
{ Our last word is 
| EXPECTANT, 
| It is not in the text verbally, but it must be 
there really, because there will be no such thing 

| 48 instancy or constancy unless there is an expec 
tation, and a belief that God can and will give 
that which we seek. Some professors seldom 

| exercise expectancy in prayer, but the soul of 
prayer is gone when you have no expectation, 

| God will hear the cry of your desire, but the 
| hand into which He will put the mercy is the 
| hand of your expectation, 

| Ishall close by recommending to all of you 
| one simple, bat very comprehensive, prayer. It 
| was offered by a poor man in Fife, and it was 
copied out by the Duchess of Gordon, and found 
among her papers when she died. “0 Lord, 

| ve me grace to feel my need of thy grace ! 
| Give me grace to ask for thy grace ! Give me 

And when in thy 
grace thon hast given me grace, give me 
to use thy grace !” 

is for prayer? 

grace to receive thy grace | 

grace 
See ye not what scope there 

You will never need to leave off 
pleading for want of subjects, 
| 

Continue, there 
ore, to be instant in it. 

oy Pu 
In a great many respects this is a very re 

markable character. The time and place of his 
birth appear to be involved in obscurity, but 
we think his parentage can be readily traced, 
for judging from his works he must be of his 
father the devil. He seems to be almost as ubi 
quitous as his progenitor, and just as intangible, 
He seems to be equally at home among the 
learned and illiterate, political demagogues and 
pot-house politicians, worldly-men and profess 
ing Christians, and the social circles of every 
grade. But with all this he is somewhat choice 

| of his company, preferring to associate more 

We | 

Days of 
| prayer, and hours of prayer, and set seasous of 

the unjust judge. We are to pray as if all de 

. : {| particularly with t > W y “1tching ears” Why, beloved, it is to him that call A 14 those who hav Wehing ¢ uo 
blessing. 

; | and unruly tongues, for with such his work of eth upon the name of the Lord that the promise | . though after all that pended upon our praying ; 
praying is in itself an effect of a cause which has 
existed long before. We are to be as 1m pol ! 

tunate as if God were unwilling, and to plead 
as earnestly as if He did not already know far 
better than we do what things we have need of, 
Earnestness must be present in all our prayers 
or they will return to us unanswered ; this is 

y Shall God be expected 
to give to us that which we do not 

reasonable enough. 

value tH 

If we do not value the blessing sufficiently to be 

eager in seeking it, is it not right that He should 

withhold it until we are in a better mind ? Ave | 
we to worship God with a divided reverence d 

Children of God, you must cry mightily unto | 
the Lord, and pour out your hearts like water | 
before Him and then will He have regard unto | 
the voice of your ery, and it shall be unto you 

even according to your desire, Instancy in 

prayer is needful ; we must be fervent or burn 
ing, or we shall not prevail, 

How are we to attain to this urgency ! God's | 
gracious Spirit must give it to us ; but what are 
the methods by which, under His direction, we 
may become instant in prayer ! 

I answer first, let us study very thoroughly 
the value of the mercy which we are seeking at 
God's hand. Seeker take heed to do this, 

Whatever it is that thou art asking for, it is 
no trifle. Look at it. A man’s ardor in pur 

suit will be in proportion to his consciousness of 

Get thou 

to feel what HY precious thing grace 18, what it 

cost the Lord to bring it to thee ; what blessings 

it brings with it for time and for eternity, and 
when thy heart sees that it seeks after an un 
speakably precious gift, then will its desire be | 

stirred up to pray with intense longings, 

When thou this, meditate much 

upon thy necessities that thou mayest gel a sense 

of thy need of the mercy thou art seeking. Seo | 
thy soul's poverty, and thine own undeserving 

| 

ness. Look at what will happen to thee unless | 

| 

| 

the value of that which he pursues 

hast done 

this blessing come, If it be some absolutely in 

to thy self | 

where thou wilt be if God should withhold it, 

what evils will spring of thy continuing in want | 
of it, and what further wants may yet beset 
thee. The more thy need smites thee, the more 

eagerly wilt thou cry unto the Lord concerning 
it. Nothing sets a man more eagerly upon 
prayer than a deep sense of his need of that 
which he is seeking at the Lords hand, He 
will eagerly seek for garments who shivers in 
his nakedness amid the winter's blast. He will 
earnestly long for home who feels himself lost 
upon a moor in the midst of a midnight fog. 
Get thou a consciousness of where and what thou 
art apart from Christ and from the mercy of 
God, and then, when thou perceivest well thy 
need, this, with a sense of the greatness of the 
blessing, will much quicken thee as to instancy 
in prayer. 

Endeavor also to get a distinet consciousness 
of the fact that God must give thee this bless 
ing, or thou wilt never have it. It requires 
time to think over these things, therefore set 
thyself apart awhile from all other occupations, 
and think on these matters. Say to thyself— 
Here is such and such a spiritual mercy, and 1 
can never get it out of myself, for I am a dry 
well. Nothing can come out of nothing, and 1 
am nothing, I cannot bring a clean thing out 
of an unclean, and 1 am unclean. This spiritual 
blessing I cannot obtain from my fellow-man ; 
nor king nor priest could bring it to me. 

dispensable spiritual blessing, picture 

God 
alone must give it to me, and He is a sovereign, 
He has a right to give or to withhold, Oh, if 
you get that truth well wrought into your soul 
you will pray earnestly, and you will use the 
right arguments, —*“ Have mercy upon me, O 
God, according to thy loving kindness, according 
unto the multitude of thy tender mercies.” God 
alone can help you, and if He refuse, you are 
undone forever, therefore cry mightily unto 
Him. 

Still there is one thing more wanted, and that 
18 strong faith, not only that God is, but that 
He is the rewarder of them that diligently seek 
Him. You cannot be instant in prayer, nay, 
you cannot offer an acceptable prayer at all, ex- 
cept as you believe in the prayer-hearing God. 
The modern wise men assure us, with a patron- 
izing air, that prayer is a pious exercise, exceed- 
ingly beneficial to ourselves, but quite inopera- 
tive with God. They are kind cnongh to allow 

Frepemioron Apil 18. * 

— 

| gives the Holy Spirit to those that ask Him 

Saw you Were you not at prayer! When 
you first arose to go to your Father, was not 

| your first step a prayei § When you received 

| carry a full cup with a steady hand. Is it when 

of salvation is given. Our heavenly Father | 

Justification was given to the publican rather 
than to the Pharisee, offered 
humble, believing, acceptable prayer ; whereas 
the Pharisee asked nothing, but only glorified 

himself, 

because he had 

Adoption begets prayer, for it brings 

Abba, 
us the spirit of a loption whereby we ery, 

From election right onward to perfec Father, 

tion in Christ there is no blessing of the coven 
ant but what is un lerstood, received, enjoyed, 

ed upon, and practically used in the way of 
prayer. Those who would safely navigate the 
sea of life must pray their passage to heaven. 

Moreover, beloved, prayer has been connected 
with every living spiritual experience you have 
ver had. Will you kindly look back to the 

e 

hour when you were under the fig tree and Jesus 
{ 

salvation, was it not in answer 

When His you has 
been love, have you not felt it sweet to pray ! 
When you have feasted ut His table, and He 
has revealed Himself to you as He does not to 
the world, have you not then been in the spirit 
of prayer { 3 

the assurance of 

to prayer? banner over 

Now, beloved, we are commanded to be con 

stant Is not this rieght f Is 

there any time when we can afford to shorten 

prayer! Would you kindly pat your finger on 
the wap of the way, and tell me where a Chris 
tian man may leave off praying ! 

No, for 

Hour stancy 

Is it when 
he prospers 1 then he needs grace to 

Doth not naturve itself teach 

us that in the time of affliction we should especi 
ally draw near to God in prayer! When should 
he pray, nay, when should he not pray ¥ Where 
Hay he pray ! 

he is in distress ? 

The answer is, he may pray 
everyw here > for as one has well said, a man who 

carries his temple about with him is always in a 
place where he may pray ; and know ye not 
that your bodies are the temples of the Holy 
Ghost ¢ 

ples with you, and in every place you may pray, 
and should pray, and need to pray, and therefore 
be sure that you do pray. 

ve 

Wherever yon 80 you carry your tem 

‘* Long as they live should Christians pray, 
For only while they pray they live.” 

But specially we ought to be constant in 
prayer, because such remarkable gifts are vouch 
safed to importunity, God often gives liberally 
to prayer when it speaks but once, but frequent 
pleading begets abundant answering. That is 
the most soul-enriching prayer which is long in 
winning its way with God, When prayers like 
great ships have been long on the voyage you 
may hope that they have gone far, and have 
gathered rich cargoes, and will come home 
freighted with all the goodlier merchandise, If 
we can but quietly hope, and patiently wait, all 
will be well, The very choicest blessings of 
heaven are reserved for the Elijahs who can say, 
“ Go again seven times,” for the men who come 
again and again and again, and never faint. 
Wait then upon the Lord with holy importunity 
of prayer, and your reward shall more than re- 
pay you. It is good for us to be compelled to 
pray like this ; it exercises the faculties of the 
soul ; it makes men of us ; it brings us up from 
spiritual childhood vo perfect manhood. There- 
fore be ye constant in prayer, and gather strength 
for importunate pleadings, 

Continue in prayer because the continuance 
of our instancy in prayer is the test of the reality 
of our devotien. Men that are in business, and 
are in earnest, cannot afford to open the shop 
and do a little ovcasional trade, and then put up 
a notice, “The proprietor of this shop has gone 
out for an excursion, and will resume his busi- 
ness when he feels inclined to.” This would be 
wifling, and not trading ; and it is so in prayer ; 
a little bit of praying, and then a stretch of 
neglect, will prove a delusion and a snare. A 
poor simpleton who had never been to sea before, 
when he was going to Australia, asked a friend 
on board the vessel what the sailors did with the 
vessel at night. “ Do of a night 1” was the re- 
ply ; “why sail as fast as they can go.” «| 
did not know,” he said, * they worked in the 
night ; I thought they stopped the ship.” He 
must have thought he was out on some pleasure 
excursion along the coast, and that the 

defamation prospers most gloriously, His 
favorite resorts are the domiciles of the tattlers 
and scandal mongers, such persons being most 
readily enlisted in his infamous work of blasting 
the reputation and destroying the character ol 

those who are the objects of their envy, A few 
of the classes named assembled for sociul chit 
chat some afternoon or evening, and as all are 
on the alert for the news of the ne ighborhood, 
the conversation begins by some of the company 

saying : ** Have you heard the news?" which 
opens the eves and ears of all present. As each 
heart flutters with expectancy, the interrogator 
gratifies the curiosity excited by stating that 
“ They say that Mr. or Miss So-and-So has 
sald or done this or that, whatever it may be, 
relating the particulars of the reprehensible 

conduct with ominous shakes of the head and 

well-feigned looks of commiseration and sorrow 
for the unfortunate person. The question is 
asked : “ Where did you hear it?" w hich 

brings the answer, and the only one that can 
be given, * Oh ! ‘They’ say it is so, and I am 
inclined to think it true.” Each individual 
puts his or her own construction upon what has 
been said, and goes away to other circles with 
eager steps, to retail, with additions of their 
own, the little bit of scandal that has been re 
lated, Thus it goes on until the entire neigh 
borhood is filled with surmisings aud rumors of 
crimes said to have been committed by the 
person named, while he, poor soul, goes about 
unconscious of having said or done anything 
very reprehensible in its character. I'rivial 
utterances and actions have thus been magnified 
into mountainous sins, and thousands of men 
and women have been stabbed in their reputa 
tion by those who retail, with their own com 
ments, what “ They” say. The old villain 
should be driven, without mercy, from every 
family and social circle in the land, down to the 
home where he properly belongs ; and it would 
be well if those who so eagerly relate what 
“They” say could all be removed from decent 
society to one locality, to be called the Tattlers 
Paradise, where, like Kilkenny cats, they might 
prey upon each other until the whole fraternity 
became extinct, which could not fail to result in 
great good to every community in the land. It 
18 no trifling matter to give currency to state 
ments having no better foundation than * They” 
say so. The reputation of many a man is his 
whole stock in trade, it is more valuable than 
gold, and when that has been filched from him 
by inuendoes or insinaations, all is lost. 

** He who steals my purse, steals trash : 
"T'was wine ; "tis his, and has been curse to 

thousands. 
But he who filches from me my good name, 
Takes that which does not him enrich, 
But makes me poor indeed.” 

How many there are who seem to take 
pleasure in listening to statements derogatory to 
the character of another, and in circulating them 
to his advantage, gloating, like foul-mouthed 
ogres, over the death of his good name. Many 
a man who once possessed a good business, but 
became involved in difficulties, might have at 
tributed the beginning of his troubles to what 
“ They” had said concerning him. And through 
the invasions of the home circle by this old de- 
famer, many sons and daughters have, by his 
poisonous breath, been caused to suffer years of 
anguish and brought to an early grave, 
We would naturally suppose that the Church 

would not tolerate the presence of this ancient 
traducer, but we fear its sacred precincts have 
not been kept free from his presence. His 
venomous tongue has not only invaded the pew, 
but he has assaulted the pulpit also, and not a 
few ministers have suffered loss in pulpit power 
and influence by his insinuations. Ministers 
arc not infallible ; being men, they are liable to 
err ; but how frequently have * They” magnified 
these errors into sins, thereby blasting the re- 
putation of the preacher and destroying his 
power for good. Sometimes a few individuals 
on a Circuit wake exception, perhaps without 
Just grounds, to his mode of presenting the 
truth, his pulpit manner, or his method of con 
ducting revival services, and forthwith it be 
comes whispered around that there are defi- 
ciencies ; by-and-by these increase in magnitude 
until “They” say the man is unfit for his 
position, and must be removed. Possibly he 

us to pray, only that we must not suppose that yacht would anchor when the sun went_dowy, : 
may be a man who has been in the work for 

~xenty five ar. thirty years, and there are few 

re os ina ci Aad 

among his hearers who begin to talk about his 
lack of the fire of youth, and the necessity of 
securing a younger man. His ripe experience 
in divine things and ability to conduct the aflairs 
of the Church, go for nothing ; he is too old and 
must give place to another, They” say so, and 
there 1s no appeal from his ipsi dixzit. It is not 

| passing strange that when a man has a very 
intricate and difficult case pending in court he 

| will employ lawyers who have had large experi 
ence in such matters? So in medicine : where 
there is a critical case, those who have age and 
thorough knowledge, will, it possible, be secured 
in preference to those who have just entered 
upon their career as physicians. Why should 
not this rule hold good in the science of theology? 
That there are lawyers, doctors and preachers 
who, during many years, make little or no im- 
provement, we admit, and the sooner these men 
make advancement or leave the departments 

those among whom they labor. 
Church wembers not unfrequently submit to 

the control of this despoiler of character. A 
few may be gathered together when an absent 
one becomes the subject of conversation. His 
delinquencies, real or imaginary, engage largely 
their talk, He afterwards, in some way, hears 

exaggerated reports of their utterances, and when 
meeting with those who, perhaps, unwittingly 
started them, cordiality takes its departure, a 
coldness springs up, duties are neglected and the 
Church is finally forsaken, all resulting from 
the exaggerations of this same “ Old They,” 
who is the disturber, too frequently, of the 
Church's peace and the pest of every community, 
Give no place to this offspring of Satan. 

THE SABBATH. 
Judge Russell's not being a professing Chris 

tian, makes the following all the move significant 
trom what many call a 

He said : “1 shall pitch my remarks in a low 
key, and aim at practical points, 

feommon sense View, 

| speak ol 
the Lord's Day as made for man, especially the 

or his head. It has been profanely said : ¢ If 
there was no Supreme being it would be 
sary to invent one.’ 

neces 

not decreed by revelation, it must be enacted 
by statute, Man needs stated times of rest. In 
order to have rest, he must have quiet. There 
fore we must agree on a time when all shall rest 

agreement must take the form of law. Every | 
sentiment, faith, tradition, which sustains the | 
law makes the rest more complete. And thus | 
faith comes to the aid of our physical and intel ’ : > | lectual nature, Again, rest 1s found, not mere- | 
ly by giving up work, not by talking of business | | 
not by reading secular new spapers, not even by 

by | 
turning our whole current of thought away from | 
the afliars of the world. 
New England shows the value of the Sabbath, | 

Here and in Scotland 

reading secular news in religious papers, but 

it is most strictly kept 
Hence comes something of the energy, thrift, | 
and endurance which mark the New Englander | 
and the Scotchman. The enemy of the Sabbath 
is the enemy of the human race, especially ol 

the working man, What would it avail him to 
pass a ten hour law, or an eight hour law, and 
rob him of his day of rest! The history of New 
Ecgland began with the Sabbath, kept in the 
shadow of a great rock in that weary land. Oup | 
fathers gave the first fruits of their time to ( rod 
tichly has He showered blessings on the child 

ren, 

| 
Woe to New England if she ever forgets | 

to pay that tithe of time. Well did President 
Walker say, ‘ It were better for New England 
that her ships were sunk ; that her cities were 

that her soil were devoted to barrenness. 

than that she should forget to keep holy the day 
of the Lord. | 
We need the Sabbath he re, more than 

need it elsew here, although it 

where, 

burnt ; 

nen 

15 needed every 
As RY people we are overworked. Al 

the over-tasked brain its victims 
Heaven kpews who will fall next. 
the day of rest that saves us. 

ready has 

Spare us 

If the Lord's day 

is given up in New England, it will not be for | 
play but for work. We shall not have the | 
Continental Sunday, with theatres, and music, | 
and tea and bean but a monotonous 
round of toil through the weary year.” 

[ Note : How literally this 18 coming true, let 

the hundreds of thousands forced to work by 
Sunday street and steam cars and 

gardens y 
| 

| 
| 

boats, and 
drug and cigar shop open on the Sabbath answer, | 

Even the employees of the liquor sellers cry | 
out against their enforced service with no rest. | 
Insanity, paralysis and other scourges are on 

fearfully increasing scale of prevalence 

a 

Toil ol 

body and brain with no relaxation 18 the chief 
cause of all this, P.] 

“ Let us be practical. 

| 

Some men, some min- 
ters, not believing in the texts on which the 
Christian Sabbath is generally defended, as 
it even from the pulpit, 

ail 
dut 1s Sabbath keeping 

a practical danger f How many families in the 
State have been ruined by it?! And again, in 
which parish of New England its excess of faith 
the prevailing sin? If you stumble over some 
text in Genesis, Kxodus, or Deuteronomy, 
with me the chapters of daily life, human neod 

and common sense, (lease your attacks, if not 
from fear of God on Sinai, for the sake of Han 

on His footstool, 

Attacks on the Sabbath are insidious and 
plausible. Now it is a Sunday lecture fol 
orphans, and the object sanctifies the means 
Now a good man is gone to his grave and is to he 
defended from attack, and the subject sanctifies 
the means. 1 speak, not without oxperience, of 
the seductive effect of such pleas, but the result 
18, the Sabbath is lost. Now good men ask that 
the Library be open, and now for a Gallery of 
Art ; and a host of clerks in each case, find on 
recreation even, much less means of grace, but 
are kept at their daily drudgery, For each 
plausible argument in those cases, I will find 
two for opening the Custom House. I will tell 
of a passenger ship waiting for a clearance with 
the west wind saying, ‘ go,” and the smooth seu 
saying, ‘ Come." To-morrow may close the port 
with a north-easter. Shall not another host of 
clerks be employed to keep this institution 
open! |Note: Judge Russell was then ( ‘ollec 
tor of the Port of Boston.] And the mails 
carry letters, not of business only, but of affec 
tion ; letters that tell of sickness, life and death. 
Aud so the Post Offices must be kept open 
through the day, and the wails must all be car 
ried. Day by day the stillness of the Sabbath 
is invaded anew, and our day of rest is gone, 

| have pleaded for the day as a need of 

humanity. If you believe with the mass of 
Christian men that it has the Bivine sanction, 
it is but one more proof that our Father loves 
us better than we do ourselves, as He knows us 
betver than we do ourselves.” 

But while art may be made tributary to re 
ligious development, it is not religion itself, 
The fine delivery, the elegant diction and gestures 
of the preacher, do not insure the presence and 
unction of the Holy Ghost in his preaching. And 
music may be very artistic and even religious in 
sentiment, without being spiritual. It must be 
sung with the spirit, with a hearty appreciation 
of its sentiment, and with constant reference to 
its object—instead of a dominant desire for 
artistic display in order to accmoplish the pur 
pose of church music,— Methodist, 

they so unworthily fill, the better will it be for | 

working man, whether he works with his hands | 

| 

We say, if the Sabbath be | 

| 
together ; and, in order to be effectual, that | 

| trated 

| word 

| the utmost of my 

| teth in the 

| obs rve, 

read | 

| A TOUCHING INCIDENT. 

| 

{EDITOR AND PROPRIETOR, 

WHOLE No. 1332. 

the full frution of endless peace and Joy at wl's | . : v rivht hand, and tos 1 the so O es and the 
| Bishop Dubbs, DD. D., in the ZX» smgelical d sing the song of Moses and the | A Lamb If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk | Messe nger, relates the followin 1 

Going to Marshall, I Hinois, | 

| touching incident. 
witnessed 

A totalls blind woman wa 

| on the train, having two little 
| her, 

: 3 ‘ 
children witli 

Hearing the older child call for water, | 

Amen 

a 

\ GRACE. 
Grace 1s undeserved mer y. 

. 9 » " 
Men 'Y 1 iwavs handed mm a refreshing drink, which caused » lovely exhibition of benevolence : bat Pandey 

| the blind lady to express great gratitude. 1 |ihe most generous display of unmerited favor took the privilege ot asking her about the history that can possibly be visited upon man Lrrace of her life, how she lost her eye sight, ete, Nhe | cannot he purchased, it must of necessity be a 
related to me, with deep eémotion, that she had free gift, or it cannot be called grace The - 
lost her sight through a certain sickness, in her cipient can lay no claim to I. Relthus has he tenth year, and that she could not see at all | ought with whi gp purchase it iF we aia 
Having also lost Ler parents by death, she was made the ed ipient of a ostly gift, we at once cared for by the benevolent friends who had her inquire into the motive of the dona What educated in an institution established for such | 
unfortunate people. 

| fine gentleman, who iy not thus afflicted, 
who, according to the st itements of others, 1 
fondly attached to her. She said ; 

“1 have a fine looking, splendid husband 
with excellent business capacities,’ 

“ How do you know, madam, 
have never seen him 1’ 

said I, Lg 

easily discover the beauty of things,” 

{ She then said that she can do all her house 

was the 

| work, kindle fires, make the clothing for her | 
| children, and take care of her family concerns. 

I then asked, 

| “ Would you not like to see your husband | 
and children 1 

| “ Indeed 1 would,” was the reply, uttered 
| with deep emotion. “How I do love them,” 

“I really 

mtensely 

| she continued : 
affections 

them, 

know no one else : ul 

my are concentrated 

And have 1 NOt pretty children ? 

on 

There, said [ to myself. in this 

the 

unfortunate 

| Woman s heart we same maternal emotions | 

| and eflections, and the same motherly pride | | : h 
| that can be seen in the conduct of her more 

| fortunate sisters. 
| 

{ subject ot 

Tenderly l led her on to the 
Christian asking experience, 

| ence to the future 

My pen cannot transcribe how she answered 
| my inquiry. 
| 

| 

| and a tender, trembling voice, in a hushed tone, 
| but with a thrilling pathos, with words that 

God, she related to me her spiritual struggles 
| inexpressibly intensified by the harassing temp 
tation that God had dealt unjustly with her, | 

[ until, at last, light, glorious, heavenly light, 
with effulgence beyond description, beaming 

from the beautiful countenance of our matchless, 

sinless, faultless, holy, divine Saviour fell upon 
her inner, spiritual eye, and with rapturous de 
light, her soul being charmed, overcome, pros 

the 

discovery, Jesus, oh, 

by new, wondrous, supernatural 

uttered that 
Jesus spoke peace to her troubled and 

how she 

| afflicted soul. 

“That,” said she, * is what sustains me. The 
| services of the sanctuary are my comfort and 
| delight, I know the day will come when | 
shall be privileged to see my Jesus with my 
natural eyes also, and then | shall also be able 

| LO see my husband and ny dear children, 

Thus she continued, I comforted her soul to 

chity, and commended her to 

God She expressed great thankfulness for the 

piritual comfort, 

thus afHicted, 

bind Christian lady 1 

words of an not all of us, 

who are not earn a lesson from 
this noble Ive ry reader 
can make the pplication for himself, 

WALKING IN THE SPIRIT. 
BY REV, J. P. KESTER, 

(From an Ex h Ange, ) 

The duties ir cumbent upon all who would be true 
followers ol Jesus are variously presented in the 

word of divine inspiration They are of a positive 
and a neg and he id run 

successfully the Christian race, enjoying all the 
blessings in store tor him, and who would at the 

tive character, who wo 

same time seek God's honor and glory, should 
familiarize himself with all the diving require 
ments, 

The particular duty which we would now sot 
forth briefly, is the duty of walking in the Spait, It | 
should be observed by all that Christianity has a | 
negative as well as a positive side ; hence, there is 

| clearly set forth in the word of God what Christians 
must not do, as well as what they must do, in order | 
to enjoy all the benefits growing out of the atons 
ment made by our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 
David was not a stranger to this fact ; 
the very beginning of his Psalms he says, "* Blessed 
18 the man that walketh notin the counsel of the un 
godly, nor standeth in the way ol sinners, nor sit 

the This, you will 

18 the negative side of Christianity 
itemized, however, but 

seat ol scornful 

generalized, from which 
Chrtstians should make the proper deductions by 
which they may be enabled to shun the very ap 
pearance of evil But while it 1s well by times to 
SCAN ( wrefully and eritic uly the negative side of the 

| Christian's life, it is much better, we apprehend, to 
30 acquaint ourselves with the mind of the Spirit 
as wo 1 lly understand and Compre hend the positive | 
side, by which knowledge we shall bx fully enabled 

(Giod s Zrace assisting us to honor God, work in 
telligently and suceesstully in building up his cause |, 

| and kingdom in the earth, and to steer Sale ly our 
little bark o'er life's t« mpestuons sea, and reach at 
last the haven of ultimate glory Paul says, 

| ** Walk in the Spirit (Gal, v. 16.) How posi 
| tive is this command But what is implied in this 
| language ! 

{ be in the Spirit 
| that he ** 
word ** 

It is said of John, the revelator, 
was in the Spirit on the Lord's day. The 

spirit may refer either to the Holy Spirit, 
or to some state of mind such as the Holy Spirit 
produces, —a spirit of devotion, a state of high, un 
comwon religious enjoyment, — therefore, to be in 

| the Spirit is to be favored in a large measure with 
the influences of the Holy Spirit,— the spirit of 
true devotion. In other words, it is to be in a high 
state of religious enjoyment. It is possible for 
believers to experience constantly such a state of 
grace that, though they be persecuted and hated of 
the world, though their names be cast out as evil, 
and peradventure banished to some lonely and bax 
ren island and deprived, it may be, of the privileges 
of the santuary, still to enjoy in a high degree the 
consolations of religion. Christians may have to 
pass through perilous times, humanly speaking ; 
they may be left homeless and peniless, and at 
times feel that the hand of all mankind is against 
them. Still, in such a condition they can, yea, 
ought to be, so much under the influence of the 
Holy Spirit as to fael at all times th God doeth 
all things well. Again, being in the Spirit would 
involve the idea of having a knowledge of the mind 
of the Spirit. We cannot conceive of the idea of 
‘“ being in the Spirit,” ** walking in the Spirit,” or 
“living in the Spirit,” without at the same time 
possessing a knowledge thereof. In fact, we can 
not enjoy the influence of the Spirit as Christians, 
without some knowledge of its nature, character, 
aud offices. It is one of the offices of the Spirit to 
enlighten the mind, to drive away all moral dark- 
ness, thus enabling the mind of finite creatures to 
comprehend, in a measure, spiritual things which 
can only be spiritually discerned. To ** walk in 
the Spirit” doubtless means knowledge thereof, ete. , 
but to progress therein is to have a constantly iu- 
creasing knowledge of all that pertains to the rela- 
tion existing between the soul of the believer and 
his spiritual guide ; and this, as a matter of course, 
will still brighten the Christian's enjoyment. The 
benefits growing out of all this are incaleulable. It 
will enable the believer to more easily set his affec 
tions on the things above, and to wean him from 
the perishable things of time and sense. It will 
enable him, also, to more clearly discern the wisdom 
and goodness of God in all his providences. It 
will enable him by faith to view the promised in- 
heritance of the saints of light. It will enable Jum 
finally to enter triumphantly and gloriously into 

She grew up to womanhood and married a | 
1 and 

5 

you 

“ Others say so, and mv skilled fingers can | 

her | 
.| about her religious belief and her hope in refer 

Hen dark, sightless eyes seemed | 
to be fixed upon me, and with quivering lips | 

seemed to be coals of fire from the very altar of | 

he nee, in | 

not | 

It implies, in the first place, that we | 

| have we done, or what 18 expected of us, as an | \ 
equivalent? Indeed, so natural is this, that we 
| are greatly puzzled if to 

Hence, from a purely 

we tail discover the 
motive of our benefactor. 

| human standpoint the grace of God becomes a 
| stumbling-block 

’ Magis, Lo pure hase it by 
) 

| And must ever remain 

to us, and we seek, hke Simon 

good works, ete, It is 
Linystery, but it 1s never 

And 

here can be no perfect ex 
hibition of grace on the part of man unless that 

| Spirit be imparted to him by the Author of all 
grace, That high-sounding laudation of ou: 

| poo selfish humanity whic h ascent 
tous di 

theless a reality on if by grace, then it 1s 
| NO more of works 

: 
ws those gra 

splays ot human benevolence sometimes 
| witnessed to the natural the 

How few of us 
forgive, or render benefits 10 oun 

graciousness of 
| human heart, is all moonshine. 
can love and 

| enemies ¢{ And yet God's grace, and nothing 
but His grace, enables us to do this we Freely 

Do not, as the 
graceless servant whose Lord had forgiven him 
his debt, but do good, expecting no return from 

beneficiaries, and 

| ye have received, freely give, 

YOur 
thus vou will be AC 

counted gracious Religion practiced upon this 
itself to the 

spirit thereof ‘ Pure religion and 
| undefiled before God and the Father is this: To 
[ visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, 
and to keep himself unspotted from the world.” 

| Hence, we see that although our salvation is not 
of works, our works are proof of out salvation. 

| principle commends Wot id, and this 

18 the true 

| 

A DEADLY SERPENT, —Some time ago a party 
of sailors visited the zoological gardens. Une of 

| them, excited by liquor he had taken, and as an 
{ act of bravado to his companions, took hold of a 
| deadly serpent. He held it up, having seized 

it by the nape of the neck in 
such a way that it could not sting him. As he 

| held it, by him, coiled 
| | itself round his arm, and at length it got a firm 
{ grasp and wound tighter and tighter, so that Le 
| was unable to detach It. 

the snake, unobserved 

As the pressure of the 
snake increased the danger grew, and at length 
the sailor was unable to maintain his hold on 

| the head of the venomous reptile and was com 
pelled to loose it. What did the snake do then 1! 
It turned around and stung him nd he died. 
So it is with the appetite for strong drink, We 

| can control it at first, but in a little while it 
controls us We can hold its influences mm oul 

p ton gra awhile, so that it shall be powerless ; 
but ifterward “it biteth 

all adder 

like a serpent and 

| stingeth like 

| RESPECTABLE DRINKING. —As long as you 
| make drinking respectable, drinking customs will 
| prevail ; and the ploughshare of death, drawn 
| by terrible disaster, will go on turning up the 
whole continent, from end to end, with long deep, 
awful furrows of drunkard’s graves, 

| Oh! how this rum fiend would like to go and 
| hang up a skeleton in your beautiful home, so 
| that when you opened the front door to £0 1n 
| you could see it hanging from the wall : and, as 
| you opened your bedroom door you would find 
{ 1t upon youl pillow 
| 

and, waking at night, you 
cold hand passing over your face 

md pinching at your heart 

would feel its 

| here is no Lome so beautiful but it may | Mn 

| devastated by the awful curse. It throws its 
| Jargon into the sweetest harmony Wiat was 
{ that silenced Sheridan's voice and shattered 
| the golden sc eptre with which he swayed parla 
ments and courts ! 

What foul 

Burns into a tuneless 

Spits turned th Robert v Lin ol 

What (FREI brought 
down the majestic form of one who awed the 

| American Senate with eloquence, and after a 
| while carried him dead drunk from the office of 
| the Secretary of State ? What was It that | . 
wamped the noHle Spirit of one of the heroes 

| of the last war, until one night 
| ight he t he 

steamer and was drowned 

| 

in a drunken 
reeled from deck of a Western 

| RANDOM READINGS 
A good book and a good woman are excellent 

things for those who know how Justly to appre 
ciate their value | There are men, however, who 

| judge of both from the beauty of the covering, 

“Why does lightning so rarely strike twice 
I" Professor Wortman asked 

| the new boy in the class in natural philosophy 
Huh,” said the never needs to.’ 

{And it is a little singular that nobody had 
| taought ot that before, 

u think,” asked Mrs Pepper, “ that 
temper 1s a bad thing in a woman 1” “ Certain 

ly not, ma'am,’ 1eplied a gallant philosopher 

It is a good thing, and she ought never to lose 

{ 1n the same place 

new boy : 

“ Do vy 

{ 

“Yes, lke,” said Mrs. Partington, reflectively, 
| as her son was reading aloud the weekly list of 
| deaths, *“ I have knowed a good many folk to 
| die of suggestion of the brain ;: but it ain't so | 
| common as it used to be. 

What Science calls the uniformity of Nature, 
Fuith accepts as the fidelity of God. It isa 
wonderful sermon that Science is all the while 
preaching to us from this text, “ God is faithful ” 
Let us lay to heart th: lesson, and be thankful 
for the teaching that has brought it home to us 
with such powel and Lpressiveness. - 

Mantine au, 

To the Christian the little events of daily life 
tend wonderfully to his sanctification, though he 

| may not know it at the time. This discharge 
| of duty, this trial of patience, this denial of self, 
| this loss of suffering, or affliction, each, like the 
| finishing strokes of the sculptor, here strikes off 
an excresence and there brings out a beauty of 
form or feature, till at last the work is complet 
ed, and the finished image is prepared for the 
upper temple. 

Would you grow my friend Would you 
taste the sweetest joy this side of heaven? 
Would you insure yourself against the blasts of 
sudden temptation? Would you glorify your 
Saviour! Then grow in godliness. Get move 
of Jesus into your soul. As Paul said to his 
brethren, “ We beseech you to increase more 
and more.” We beseech you by the love of 
Jesus who plucked you from the path of hell 
by all the luxuries of doing good to others—by 
all the faithful deeds you may achieve for the 
cross of Christ-—by all the hopes of heavenly 
bliss, we beseech you to increase more and more 

more and still move beyond that, until Christ 
becomes not only the measure ofyour eager aspira- 

but the fullness of your holy joy. — Dr, 
i. ddvance. 
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