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JACK AND THE PARSON.

!

]
;. | BEING A SHORT STORY IN TWO PARTS, WITH A CON

i CLUSION AND A MORAL,

i

,

CHAPTER I.

How Squire Jack's Chickens seratehed up the
: l'll/'au/l'.ﬂ’ l'rrl.\‘,

Not
poultry business, any more than the other mem-
bers of the Hickorytown Church. His neigh
IMH'.\, like all glm'l IN'UI)IL‘ in 1'«1\!““'_\' \i”:l'__n's,
kept chickens, turkeys and geese, and so did he,
of course. Nor was Squire Jack peculiar in
keeving a flock of moral fowls ; for all his neigh-
hors, like all mortals, did the same,
\\'h:lt S(Illil‘u .l:u'k was S]N'('iu”y nu!ml tor Was,
that in his flock of moral fowls, which all his
| lifelong had gained their livelihood by serateh
[ ing among his neighbors’ faults and

other

failings,
there was one bird, a noble, high-stepping, long
spurred cock, which, singular to relate, while he
let other people’s gardens alone, could serateh
up the Parson’s early peas more perseveringly
| and more effectually than any other cock in the
HH(II“'.\'.

The Hickorytown Church was, as the Euglish
wounld whether
the people were poor, or because they were close
fisted, matters not But so it
that (ll'un'_u-«l. And
when a new parson had settled in the |>l.|~"-. to

say, *‘ a poor lnin'_g becanse
here to relate.
was, parsons were often
see Squire Jack’s famous long-tailed game cock
| walk over into the Parson’s vard, and tear up
his early peuas, and seratch up his garden and
make it look like the abomination of desolation,

l“ll 1‘!_\ !‘n«‘:\ i 11!»1):”\; 1{()1) over it :l“. was a hi:llf
to make all |li('l~.u|‘.\‘tn\\'l| shake its sides with
LI“[\']I"'I‘, bird

fowl, indeed ; but he came home to roost one night

Squire  Jack’s famous

was a
in a plight so sad, and so bedraggled, and so
belittled in his own n-_\t'r.;uu| estimation withal,
| that he was never (hl'l't‘.l“l'l', to his 4|4\'l||;{ 1].1}',
' known to mount

How and
by what means this sad misadventure befell the |

a fence and crow,

lmm‘ l'n«’l\', we hllil” now l»l'm’t-wl to l('lzlh' y Or ill l
other words, we shall tell, firstly, how Squire |
Jack’s chickens tore up the Parson’s peas ; and,
secondly, how Squire Jack's chickens came home

|
|
to roost. ;
|

|
|

Squire Jack had a hobby, as who has not !
and he rode it hard, as who had better vight 1
But alas !

died.

one day his horse lay down

Jack’s

\lnl -

Squire hobby horse, or as, in

another figure, we have termed it, his gullu‘;
cock, was this, to wit qulnin‘n‘ Jack read his i
Bible ; and there were one or two chaptérs |

which had a peculiar fascination for him. These
were the tenth of St

THE PLEASANT RISTORY OF SQUIRE

that Squire Jack was engaged in the

| eating

SAINT JOHN, N.

1nm,

l'vlll ]u'l.nlu

|
|
|
|

; amous, ! .;1]1 \‘14'}1“!1;_;. .:vm_;' ‘|v|ll‘l't'v| gane cock,
E('.nn“ over one ll:l‘\. as ln' often lx.u] (luln‘ 'H't'-n‘c'.
’tu scratch up the Rev, Solowmon’s peas. It was
' in the village store, the scene of many a victory
| for Squire Jack, that the Rev. Solomon was
.ugnin assailed by the usual exegetical battery,
‘ winding up with the usual coup-le-grace
l" now, what I'd like to know is, 1s preachers
; now-a-days better'n the apostles was 1"

The Rev. Solomon said he did not think t'n‘_\.'
were ; acknowledged there was great foree and
much truth in what the Squire had said. It
was—he confessed it with shame- a subject he
had never (|mllgh much about before vmuing to
“ivknl'}!u\\h. and which he had never, ceitain-

determined to seek another field, nor need any
‘easonable person be told with what gratitude

niaking his purpose of leaving
known to the people, Squire Jack’s chicken, the
f

What was to be said or done? Turn the

against him. There was nothing for it ; he was
caught in his exegetical trap, and twist how he
might, and grit his teeth as he would, he could
not escape. He had a practical, ‘and quite un
comfortable 1) Illi(':l(iﬂ!l of his own doctrine
which he had preached for twenty vears past,
that ““ Preachers now-a-days wasn’t a bit better'n
the apostles was.” His chickens had come home
10 roost,

The next day the Rev. Svlomon rasigned, and
shortly left Hickorytown for good and all.
People often wondered, but never quite discover-
ed why Squire Jack never again preached in the
village store from his favorite text that he'd like
to know whether praachers now-a days was bet-
ter'n the apostles was 1"

CONCLUSION AND MORAL,

. . o iy . John had such discoveries of » Mos ich | wha L L 2 2l
. : : . : ; Firstly —-Exegesis is an edged tool, sometimes e ‘II' ul such “NI *lln of ”1“' Most High | what you have read, it may be, or the me rry
l'\.'. seell Illl.llll.\‘ strong light before meeting “,'l}, very sharp, and often cutting both ways. that he "i"i}““.““ a dea lln'.m._ f o }rmu!mn\ | tales of your own early life, and the funny
’ > o ack N . " ’ S - . a . are cause 4 18 { ehe 8 O y ut ¢ o & - - .

his good friend Squire -J.u . 'lnmnl.sul. thie Secondly :— Never keep a flock of moral fowls 1}15 CAUSCH y‘_\ Just apprehe !\|'~l||ll of the truth, | doings of former d Ly'S

good company to examine the subject carefully | . scratch up the parson’s peas, lest, { nl\ cannot be ¢ \f!‘;\l\'. No man has a hu Remember what drove this beautiful daushte:

R averd v 3 . N e y y 1'es T m . | 1 y ( . \ a reverence to (00 y | Y o1 y . 4 ]

dl.lll praye xha}ll... and let them know the re sult, Thirdly :—They might come home to roost. | mi 1!.\. too I"""’.‘“‘ % 1 reverencs ol il o ; from her hom md pray God to help yvou to
], if at all possible, in some way or other, Where- Ohristinn Shitessai , abashing, a love for God too controlling, a con- | ki ep your own happy and contented beneath th
| at they were all 1i4|1( well llll'.l\i‘-l. fidence in God too unwavermgy ‘ helter of the dear home that would be y des
| .‘ . . drvirrhs y . " ¢ 3 st p ) 1 ;
| A few days thereafter, all early in the Probably the rantings of hypoerites and the | late witho it them But no apology can b

- ' o . v astine 2 sy welf-rie N g g » ha . o > ] 1 S

morning, while .\rlunv Jack was yet lxn;;w WAITIN\} ON rlHE LORD. l""“‘““»" '_' 11_“ seil 'w-'"“".“-: have ha l‘ il “'H' I | offered for the condact of the danehter and b

g over his pipe in the kitchen, there was BY WAYLAND HOYT, D. D. hanl in bringing strong "'Il’__'l""‘ emotion mto | ready fall into a life of shame leac to  the

a loud, .xh.nl. rap at the front door ; on open - ; : : } suspicion with some and into di srepute with ; thought that she may have n wore to blame

itg  which the Squire beheld standing iere 1s wue .' nl»i.-. .luun';{ng us a ulnll ( h‘-mih others, who are vet well-meaning peopls then the eross mothe

on the porch the Rev. Solomon Sly with! "™ I'l“l“” ‘}'“Il '.' ';‘ - “‘“A““r' “‘Hll“ Fheve is no reason for upposing that very Ui ny How many more like i

. : " * a | enriv chure store ) ¢ o : 1ol Jie ) { o1 . p ) \ 1
his wife and three children. Before the Squire '\'”'.'t . ‘;‘ .I " t"’lll f sk S I"‘ { "' o1y high religious ewmotions was contined to th could be told to-day, we shudder to estimate
. " . ‘ ) rit 18 the be ustrati M what s { { iracle of o went | ' |
[ could say *“ good morning,” and without, indeed P | '(l 4 \I[ ' X g ll“ "; of w '.'t ‘l”( : \I\l'_” days of miracles. The gl iy of th present di ' \eain let ay, make home the most attrac- |
| . . » . o 18 , 4 . S . T 'S 4 e > - : > " 1l ] . . : i " E .

waiting for any invitation to enter. the Rev. g |\. l’AI n'. }n.u N c,ml\ 1e8 l\\ldl! ( l»;ll !lln pensation exce Is that of all that went before it. | tive I'I""' in all the world at what ver t: e

s 1 2 . 1 : ) y L More 1n th ashion W woul ertainly ) ™h : N axnrted in Cind’ ] [ | e
Solowmon, reverently uncovering his head, and | ' : 1“1 “ 'l' ;m, l( l;l ould certainly b I'his is |1v.u!_\ a rted 1in God’s Word (11 the hearts of all who are obliced to leave it

i . come more fooded wit | wer, ' ] 7 t any Orme wriod cood ] ]
solemnly stretching forth f:lxll,:h' Imlxl,\..ll,lnl "H nowe »; l« : /~' Ix]un“'el L Cor. 1. 7-11.) If at any former period g 1| back to it with « Jer vearning, longing th | ¢
" : . ) S i ) red et " nen itHed 11 cine oreatly | ! ]
a grave and impressive voice —* Peace be unto ; m‘]m W ulx' ol l'““ . -“”“i lll'“':.:v 'l‘m{ | men were justified in b ing greatly borne up | homesick 1 o the glad dav of return t
'L 2 . & ¢ w L} N ||' o q 4 » B H ’. » A 1 Y . (v ; ’ » | ']
thin bottas ! and walked in. followed by wife | ® tll“llt e unde xx'h wing,  ye : fi q.< W |It 1 hll'[ ' { above the usual « (periences of Gio I's people, | if peaceful sheltes K - Vel
’ ' 3 HANE | us v X Cee ne v m rer Y " oy ] ' t] 1
| and children. Now. ilh'i‘lll‘_{ll the Squire could | 1 l! nmous with u’n -\"-4« ing ']”‘\i thess -! 18- | immuch mors may we under the ¢ spel  join with | living tvpe and svinbol of th 'th k e
| . s | ciples ¢ ' Jerusale xactly ay . sthe p the oat davotad ‘ W
not lu-ll. but notice something unusual in the | (ill . l‘”ml“ iy .- ';"\EI:I“" (\}'“ J h]) oy the mother of our Lord in the most devoted the KFa ! Wil ‘ | ‘ h lean
| the : ) $ 0 » I ) o . . E ) dervt QON o
manner of his reverend guest, a strange, self- | "¢ 1OFAS comm ‘“l' ' I era the '\'I'T \ ':’ I | strains of her wonderful song | children. and it w become a ly of holies
2 " ’ | 3 | er r ’ v o y » gleven : » 3 : Maval : Sriaate ¢ :
| confident air, as it were, amounting almost to | RO : pp ;)"""“ l“” nn t '; "".l‘- “l'-"\" In his day the pious Flavel said some very | where sho Liosd off €%k R loth deliwht ¢
1 ) . | 3 ite W oand . Al 36 ) hines : oy » SOMe narkable | : ]
boldness, vet still he regarded this visit of tlw' q]' ‘\“‘\l ';‘l'l. tll““l\ ‘;; ] “.“ll' ‘l“ v20%¢ | good things und gave some remarkable ex "R P awell flust t( slect "
¢ ! » s . T y ' y = wle )
roberend family as ouly & matter of ussal o | W .nn; ll 1 Ol qu (.n\{ ! \\II L them nto | in Lis department of knowled o ‘ R 2
e sUies i 3 ere ar > Ll g & ( woereises of the I ol Hand
currance, i i»‘hfni‘.} visit, as it were, on a I'“"‘”.!.‘[‘m; "]’ll"l e [f re . |”-\'| the ““"l""”[ I'he 1l\\lll,_{l\|.w.\ s of the prous John I Hand | A U‘I‘l" E }Vi‘HY “’XY
| ) ' ; i ) { ! ssive, X g » often referre o Wl 44 4 E '

scale. And such, indeed, it eventually turned | - "”" SO0 PO . . e 2 RAYING | are often referred to by good writers AR . v
out to be. Only, before all was over, the whole | “'%D Be it m,”.“ oy .'H'vul'«hng (_l) “l-\‘ \'“I,'I' he prous and lgarned Dr. Williston, of I'he longest ‘I“ IS Inade up ol Inpie da)
oceurrence presented itself to the mind of the j .~:nr 18 (‘It“l"'. llm.wl who stand in l'lu:w king- Dundee, gives quite an extended account of { few or many; but the days grow into years, anl
Squire rather in the light of a pastoral visitation | "’ np "“il wotherhood w !.tll\ Jesus, sharing with | some one, whose initials only he gives, but B '}" TAPRRATS Of our ltves as the iast
than of a pastoral visit. | 7" the ‘““.”"'"'l_"“'l of Mary, ”"'”.‘-fl' not the | testities that he was an eminently godly man. ; Fhe life is at the last what the davs have

‘ ) ' 1 4 . | futherhood of God,~ these, who, at length, be-| fe speaks of him as having had * extraordinary | been Let the ch thevelore, look afte
For the Rev. Solomon and family had evident- | , Hi : . o g ¢ ALy | :

i | lieved on Him, are there ;: and those lu\lll;’ wo raptures though he had no sickness ¢ Some- | the days-—one day at a tiy and put mto each
ly come to spend the day. The morning was| Jast at the cross and first at the sepolshn A ’ 5 , 3 : ! :
g 2 : A e | men, last at the cross and first at the sepulehre, | times he was so swallowed up and overcome by | one soinething that will s nnethi worth
spent in pleasant conversation by the old folks, | ho had followsd ki o il el Radanca . . P > ; : i
whily ¢l R v b S ) who had Tollowed him on the sad final journey | t},¢ manifestations of God’s love to lis soul | remembering, nethin vorth imitating by
A\ . s ¢ dre daved and (STH LS 1pon e | ¢ ' 1 | .

WhKe L0e CUUGron. i) ’ ' : | | from Galilee down to Calvary,—these are there, that his words could not be well understood : | those who follow u
lawn. Dinner came, and a vight voval dinner it | ) heata i b g . . ’ 4 : " e g

: : . { And besides these, there is a lhl‘uhg of others his natural color, heat, and streneth would so oo | ] Every day a little knowledge Une fact

was, Lo bLe sure : ftor the l_'nupl }mli!!lo‘, ha)\\q‘\n'l | 1 o { < ’ ’ = ™ | - . i = :
' i a i ten Lol -§ WY WS dv not know. The whole off that all about him would conclude him to be | in a day How small a thing is one fact ! Only
he Iulglxt praise tasting as a prous practice befit-| .  hallianda ; } ¥ : 3 | ] : ng :

. g : | company of believing, waiting, hoping ones, is dying. But when he was able to express him- | one Fen years pass by Lhiree thousand six |
ting the successors of the ull(hll"‘, never once | } Ired and A ; Tl ¢ Vg o - : 2 . ‘ . ’

: . p : | one hundred and twenty strong, gathered t]HfH,‘I self, his words were so heavenly and ravishine | hundred and fifty facts are not mall thie

(huu:h( ol llllllllu‘l'll:'_' hllu w“ among the her - | ’ -

weaker brethren, but believed in cood

now -a-days
better'n the apostles was 1" —that’s what hLe'd
like to know ! Thus it chanced that, tor full
| twenty years past, Squire Jack’s famous game
| cock had been scratehing up a long succession of
| parson’s peas, with no man to clip his comb or
cut his spurs for him.

CHAPTER 11,
! //ull' A\'(Ia('l"' ,ltll‘/s"s (’lll.d'l('t.'ll.\' ('umr’ I[u/m' to
i Roost.
| It happened about this time, that there moved
| into Hickorytown a new pastor of the Hickory-
“ town Church—the Rev. Solomon Sly ; a quic:(,
« | unobtrusive kind of man, with nothiag remark-
i
| of wmerry twinkle in the corner of each eve.
| With wife and three children he moved into

but

| foot on that into the last

| partly because it was in a dreary and unhealthy

| locality, a common being on one side of it, and
a duck pond on the other ; and partly because

it was commonly reported to be the favorit
{ resort of ““spooks.” Here the Rev.
and family lived, or tried o live.

. |

| able about him but his poverty and a queer kind

not the parsonage, for Squire Jack had set his |

never receive another cent from the
Hickorytown Church, as it is my solemn pur-
pose to inform all the people in open meeting to
morrow (Sabbath) lnul'uing. For none ot the
apostles ever had any salary, and ministers now
adays are not one whit better than the apostles
were,
have none. 1 am about to se!l off all my little
household furniture ; have already given away
all the coats I have, except the one on my back,
and I mean, so long as I vemain here in
Hickory‘own to do precisely as i ulmsllu.i did.”

“ Well,” said the squire, “to be sure, that
was all right. But if he was going to take to
boardin’ round, he would see Deacon Smith and
neighbor Boggs whether they wouldn’t keep 'em
a week or s0.” “ Alas ! good SBquire,” said par
| son Bly, “1 am positively forbidden to do any

| thing of the sort, much as I desire it. For on

house on the l this point my-instructions are very positive and
| village street, which was to be had at a low vent,

plain, I am not to go from house to house.

This is Matthew.
s | tn the same house remain, ealing and

/tt‘/u‘f'.

to house,! 1 should greatly indeed desire to re

al
| ln-nl thel

If they had no parsonage, then I will |

¢ Into whatsoever city or town ye enter, 4'“,1,([,-,‘f the forest do not alw:
who in it is worthy, and theve abide till ye go | merriness their
And Luke says : * and | ;pade them.

‘,"‘.“/\".N.’I The traveller expects to find hill and dule, even
Solomon | such things as thay give * * * go not from house

They all |

| came very near dying of fevers hefore all was
over : and though they saw no ghosts, they got

lieve you of the burden of keeping me and mine
| by having others share the burden equally with
| much ghostly advice and counsel during theiv | yourself ; but my instructions on this point are
Al \ AN ‘ s ’ . . 28 | * 2.0 g ”
'l l l ( )4\1 ,\b lJ( )(l ‘\ N . | afflictions, and from no one more than from | elear ; their sense is plain ; board around I can-
OPPOSITE NORMAL SCHOOL. i S«lmm.Juck Ium:;elt. _Bo that it was no ‘wumlcr [ not ; here under you ample ul:)t’l hospitable root
Fredexicton, Jan. 31, 1879 | that after a year's residence, the Rev, Solomon [ must rewain till I go hence !
e > g 8 . 04, 7. B

wishing to exmmine our prices,

1 parson out of doors }u' t'ull” not zllul dare not, |
he discovered that another field was awaiting | lest he shake the dust off his feet for a testimony
l

B., FRIDAY, MARCH 7, 1879.

| . 3 _ |
':Hn' lives of these good men which were prob- | poetry and romance, and f ¢ tl ir of
s:lh],\' never 'Hl“_j"“l'll, L‘;"]:"“. }'-ih!x_\. d:.'} aimaiu 1 \ |
1 .l;u-uh(':m h:nl«“\ be \lli!lvt)ﬂ‘\l ever to !.(\u!.‘]‘,..\ of orand wndd ol sl | §
: * P ; ? g n leed
lorgotten the stone of ln'!ln‘l, the great ladder, i whose accomplishm t may |
the night spent in wrestling, or the sight of the | and invigorate the mind and | un, in the

waggons coming to take him and all his to | stimulating the dormant

neroe Of heart i

l':g.\‘[»t. Nor did Abraham pl‘-vlrnl'i‘\ ever forvet iunl‘\ to attenpt the making Hgn—:( noble life
that horror of great darkness which once fell Too late then—Inut oh. not t lote {
upon him, or that ram canght by the horns on | the mothers who have their children with th
Mount Movinh. Be wise in timne, check the cross word. s h

Were not Moses and Miriam fully justified | out the wrinkles from your brow. sing if vor
in their feelings and songs of exultation when | can and Ia igh whether or no, make vours If th
the Lord trinmphed so glorionsly at the Red |« pleasantest” mother in the world, and home
Sea? or did Deborah and Barak forget pro- | the most delightful place. At whatever cost
priety and lose their sober-mindedness when apparent loss make some time in the d
they so exulted and praised God for His wonder- | happy time, devoted to frolic for small c¢hild
ful interference ! Or was David a fool when he | or reading for large ones. When vou
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AN I RLY { tomed to n
d e entered the 1'o0m O A 1 tavern
w here \ mave Friend by the i Liftin i
il ol green I les upon his torel ul, rab
bing intlame eves and ealline for hot
wandy and water, he « "z.l»k;:‘ « to the :v"iwll-i

,!’nl! his eve were getting weaker, amd that
Ve el didn't seem to do !!1'1“ any
roOd] “1H tell thee, friend, replied the
Wt } what 1| think If thee were to WL
iy | tacles over thy m mth for tew month
th \ would g well again
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Powering expectations generally lead to i
|l:: ntinent

i your cau 13 good, be sure vou do not 1§71
jure it by a bad spirit ; if it is bad, give it up af
Hioe,

Leave company when you find you losg by it,
and ece that yoa can not tmprove i, ‘o
not 1n the way of evil men

1y ‘«"t‘ll;lh;-' vour mind, confs yoar ervor,
wd alter your conduet, when you are convineed
vour are wrong. It i3 mauly it is eriptural.

The y vou think of youseels ikia )

¢ mnore you thank ot yourseil o eSS \‘.:“
wise and holy men think of you. You will |
it hard to belicve Vain men would fiin

an acconnt of every wlle
must we likewise




