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RUNSWICK AND NOVA SCOTIA.

‘““THAT COD IN ALL THINCS MAY BE CLORIFIED THROUCH JESUS CHRIST."—Peter.

[EDITOR AND PROPRIETOR,

VOL. XXVIIL.—No. 22.

SAINT JOHN, N. B, FRIDAY, JUNE 3, 1881.

JOHN RICHARDS & SON,

General Insurance and Ticket Agents.
{QUEEN STREET, FREDERICTON , N. B,

Insurance-
Merchandize and all Description of Insurable Pro-
perty at Lowest Rates.

—ALSO—

COUNTRY DWELLINGS, BARNS CHURCHES,

SOHOOL-HOUSES, AND DETACHED
CITY DWELLINGS

Taken at Lowest Rates for THREE YEARS.
Nome but First Class Reliable Offices Represented.

Tickets-

¥ As wo keep the only Railway Ticket Office in the City,
parties going West find it to their advantage to give
usa ulf ore purchasing elsewhere.

Tickets to all points in the United States
and 8

—

Organs-:

Bole Agents for Wilcox & White’s celebrated ans,
acknow! to be the cheapest in the market. ar-
ranted for Six Years.

Wrapping Paper-

New Brunswick Paper Company’s well-known make
Wrapping Paper always on hand ; in all sizes at mill
cos,

Paper Bags:

Nelson’s Paper Bags—all Sizes. Liberal Discount to
the Clo”nntry Orders promptly attended to.

Hard and Soft Coal Always on Hand.

JOHN RICHARDS & SON,
MANUFAOTURERS' AGENTS,
Fredericton, N. B.

1881. Sprine. 1881.

WM. JENNINGS,
MERCHANT TAILOR,

HAS now open for inspection at his Tailoring Estab
lishment, corner Queen Street and Wilmot's alley,
his Bpring stock, comprising
ENGLISH, SCOTCH, axo CANADIAN TWEEDS
IN GREAT VARIETY.

Piagonal and Worsted Coatings,
Broadcloths and Doeskins.

M;kix& it one of the most desirable stocks to
from in the city.

fan.14 1y

select

A% Gentlemen can always rely on getting the latest
styles and first class workmanship,

WM. JENNINGS,
¥Frenerioron, N. B

HALL'S BOOK STORE,

FREDERICTON.

Great Reduction in Prices of SBabbath School Libraries,
Cards, Papers, &c.
FAMILY BIBLES
TEACHERS' BIBLES
POCKET BIBLES,
Direct from the Publishers.

mar. 141y

onary
vols,,

3

ol
s Commentary,
Commentary.

oncordance,
icles,
orks, 2 vols.

N

i
De Prayer and Praise.

tist H d Tune | Church H P .
e e Y
Bervice of Song. Chug:o kB:rnoa. Prayer

Psalmist. Psalmody.
Birth Day Books.

TEXTS FOR EVERY DAY IN THE YEAR,
M, 8. HALL,

Opposite Normal School,
FREDERICTON.

es,

's Dictionary Bible,

ors

X

Ha
Die!

Harmony of the Gospels,
The Open Door,

Josephus,
Commenting and Commen-

Smith’s Bible Dicti

Cary, Marshman, Ward,
Newman's Essa

Ryle’s Expos. Thoughta.
Bunyan's Works,

Barmes’ Notes,
Jaeobus’ Netes,
Butler's Analogy,

Revival Lectures,

The Koran,
Life of St. Pa
Bible Educator,
Clark

Cruden’s C.
Leading

S, Helps for the Pulpit,

5
:
E

jan.)4 1y

BARNES & CO.,

STEAM

JOB PRINTERS,

BOOKSELLERS,

—AND—

BlankBook Manufacturers.

BLANK BOOKS

RULED, PRINTED AND BOUND T0 ANY

PATTERN AND STYLE.

THEY HAVE FURNISHED THEIR PRINTING

OFFICE AND BOOKBINDERY WITH

NEW TYPES & PRESSES,

—AND—

First Class Machinery

AND MATERIALS,

AND ARE PREPARED TO DO ALL KINDS OF

WORK IN THEIR LINE OF BUSINESS,

Old Books Rebound.

Barnes & Co.,

PRINOE WILLIAM STREET,

(OLD STAND),

SAINT JOHN, N. B

T —

The Intelligencer.

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON.---June 12,

( For Questions see Star Quarterly gnd Lesson Papers. )

THE WALK TO EMMAUS,

DAILY READINGS.

The walk to Emmaus, Luke 24 : 1382,

The resurrection foretold. Mark 10 : 32—384.
Resurrection accomplished. Matt. 28 : 110,
Resurrection announced. Luke 24: 1--12,
Meeting at Jerusalem. Luke 24: 33—47.
Christ risen. John 20: 110,

Christ taken up, Acts1: 111

wwE SR

GOLDEN TexT :—*“ And they said one to another, Did not
our hearts burn within us, while he talked with us by the
::y,.’c;nd while he opened to us the Scriptures?”—Luke

Luxe 24: 13-32,

Nores axp Hints.
Jesus Christ died on the cross; his body was
placed in a new tomb, cut in the rocky hillside,
and owned by Joseph of Arimathea, a wealthy
Israelite, a member of the Sanhedrim, who had
not consented unto his death. That Jesus rose
from this tomb on the third day i one of the
best-established facts of history.
13. Two of them. Cleopas (v. 18) and an-
other, believed by many to be Luke himself.
The same day. That on which Christ rose from
thedead. FEmmaus. Thesite is not now known.
The name means “ warm water,” and was given
to several places near warm springs.
14. Talked together. Reviewing all the
wonderful events of the past three years, and
especially of the three days just ended. They
sought to comfort each other, and to find some
solution of the perplexing problems involved.
15. Jesus drew near. Coming from Jerusa-
lem. They were in trouble and trying to find
the truth ; he who was best able to help them
drew near for that purpose, as is very ‘much like
im. He still draws near those who commune
of him,
26. Their eyes were holden. See John 20 ;
14. In this cuse Jesus prevented them from
knowing him, concealing himself, that he might
the more impressively reveal himself. * If he
holds our eyes, it is to bless us more ; if we hold
our own eyes, we are in danger of never recog-
nizing him at all."—Schaf.
17.  What communications? They were en-
gaged in earnest, though not angry, discussion,
probably balancing different opinions. Jesus
carefully and skillfully leads them into conver-
sation, winning their attention and confidence.
18. Cleopas. Not the same name as that in
John 19: 25. If Luke was not his companion,
he probably received the account from Cleopas.
A stranger. Exactly, a *“sojourner.” They
took him to be some one who had been attending
the Passover, and was now just starting home-
ward.
19—24. They quickly stated the main points
of the case, and thus opened the way for Jesus
to expound to them the Scriptures concerning
himself. Show'd have redeemed Israel. Like
all the rest of the world, they were looking for
a temporal prince who should deliver them from
the power of the Romans, and had hoped that
Jesus was he. And besides all this. * And as
touching all these thiugs.”—T'yndale. The
phrase is not easily reproduced. It points out
something different, which seems to increase
their hopelessness. T'e third day. They seem
to have in mind what he had said about rising
from the grave on the third day after his cruci-
fixion, and yet not to reulize or fully believe
that he had so risen. In spite of all that seems
to us so plain, they were in sad perplexity. 4
vision of angels. *Not finding what they sought,
they had also seen what they did not seek, and
heard what they could scarcely believe.”"— Riddle.
It seems strange to us that, finding the stone
rolled away, his body gone, and hearing the
testimeny of the angels that he was alive, they
should not at once have coupled these thin
with what Jesus had told them, and believed in
his resurrection. We forget that they were
simple-minded, uneducated men and women, and
were looking in another direction entirely, and
80 failed to clearly see what was right before
them. :
25. Fools. *“ Unthinkingones.” The word
‘ fool " is sometimes a term of reproach denoting
wickedness. In this sense we are forbidden to
use it. Matt. 5: 22. The word used here is &
different one, and denotes weakness or dullness.
Slow ¢f heart. 8luggish in thelr nature.

26. Ought not. R§‘::sul could not have been
the Meesiah foretold unless he had suffered all
these things, and these very things are among
the strongest proofs that he was the Messiah.

27, goyl'nm'ng at Moses, Many es in
the Old Testament plainly refer to Christ. See
Gen. 3: 15; 22: 18; 49: 10; Deut. 18 15;
Po. 16;9, 10; 132: 11; Isa. 7: 14; 9: 6;
63: 1—12; Jer. 23: 5; Ezek. 34 : 23 ; Mic.
7:20; Mal. 4: 2,

28. He made as though. He had no claim
on their hospitality, and, of course, would not
tarry unless invited.

29. Constrained him. By urgent invitations.
They had become thoroughly aroused and inter-
ested in the stranger, and wished for more of
his profitable conversation. Abide with us. If
this was not their home, they were glad to pro-
vide food and lodging for one so wise and kind.

No greater blouing can come te any house than
ide therein, and they who wish

to have Christ ab
for his presence must earnestly invite him.
“ Though ofter. found of those who seek him
net, yet only those that seek can be sure to find
him."—Henry. Far spent. It was near sunset.
30. Took bread and blessed % Whatever
may have been customary before, there seems
to have been something peculiar about Christ’s
mede of asking the blessing by which he was
readily known. Jesus becomes at once the host,
and takes the lead at the table,
31, Their eyes were opened. The influence
by which they had been *“ holden ” was removed,
and they saw clearly ; then the familiar manner
at the table helped to confirm their recoguition.
Vanished. An actual and supernatural removal,
This became one of the evidences of his divine
nature and power,
32. Did not our hearts burn? No wonder
his luminous discourse kindled a quick glow in
their hearts, Nothing is better fitted to excite
the souls of men than the words of inspiration.
It is still possible for men to have such commun-
ion with Christ as shall quicken their whole
spiritual nature.
THOUGHTS AND APPLICATIONS,

1. Christ's disciples should converse much
about spiritual things.

2. The rising of Christ from the
him to be the Son of Ged.

3, No house can be lonely where Christ
abides.

4. We should give thanks to God for our
daily bread.

TOPICS FOR THOUGHT AND STUDY,

1. The prophecies fulfilled in Chris's death.

2. The evidences of his resurrection.

3. How Ohrist comforts sorrowing hearts.

dead proves

Christianity is the regeneration of our whole
nature, not destruction of the one atem of it,—
Robertaon, ;

SPECIAL PRAYER,

Is there as much faith in special prayer as in
formerdays? Do Christians piead with God for
the conversion of individuals by name 1 Do they
unite in supplication for specific cases ; for com-
mon friends and acquaintances? [ believe
that such prayers have been signally blessed.
Our Saviour said : *“ If two of you shall agree
on earthastouching that they shall ask, it shall be
done for them of my Father which is in heaven.”
Matt. xviii. 19. Let me tell my readers of two
cases within my personal knowledge. They
occurred many years ago, and have never been
published.

In a town in the Northwest, in 1842, there
was & company of young men who seemed to be
fast going to destruction. Several of them had
pious mothers in Eastern homes, but they never
went to church, and spent their Sabbaths in
dissipation. There were a few young men in
that town who were earnest Christians. They
saw with sadness the downward course of their
associates. They met together in a store at nine
o'clock one evening to talk the matter over.
The result of the conference was that they made
out a list of fifteen names. Each took a copy
of it. They agreed not only to pray ia their
closets for those on the list, name by name, but
to meet together for that purpose from nine to
ten o'clock every evening. They met in the
store where two of them wers clerks. There
were only five or six in the praying bsnd.
They kept up this earnest and specific supplica-
tion for some weeks before any answer came.
Then suddenly, when there was no special relig-
ious intorest in the place, two of the most dis-
sipated young men were arrested by the Spirit
of God as they were preparing to go to a ball.
They were affected even to tears while in their
room, without any apparent cause. Ope said to
the other, * Let us quit this spreeing ; there is
no real emjoyment in it.” Just then a bell
began to ring. They knew it was the summons
to the weekly prayer-meeting in a church near
by. They resolved to go to the prayer-meeting.
It was slimly attended, and their presence in it
was evidently a surprise. They both arose, with-
out waiting for an invitation, and asked Chris-
tians to pray for them. The news of this awak-
ening went through the town, and set everybody
to thinking and talking about religion. Special
meetings were appointed. There was a great
revival. Scores were converted. Among the
converts were fourteen of the fifteen on that list ;
and they were brought to Christ very nearly in
the order in which their names were writen.
The first two names were those of the young
men who went to that church prayer-meeting.
Those whose names were first and third on the
list became preachers of the gospel. All of the
fourteen have been for years consistent Chris-
tians. What became of the fifteenth I do not
remember.

Now, if those pious young men had met
merely to pray in general terms for a revival of
religion, or for the young me2 in town who were
impenitent, would the same result: have fol-
lowed ! As I read the Bible and the history of
the church I am driven to the conviction that
the prevailing power ot those prayers was owing
largely to their being so specific and personal.
The interest and faith of those young men
were concentrated on a limited number of per-
sons. They brought the same burden and the
same request to the Lord, day after day. They
agreed upon individual cases, and pressed them
persistently before the mercy-seat. Prayer is
like light. Concentration gives it burning
power

The other case that I recall was in a village
where the children of the church were exposed
to peculiar temptations, and some of them were
going astray. Five of the mothers of these
children, after talking the matter over, agreed
to hold a meeting and pray for their children.
They did so for weeks with no apparent result.
The minister did not know of this prayer-meet-
ing, but God put it into his heart to preach a
sermon to children. Before the sermon closed
there was weeping all over the church. That
day was the beginning of a glorions revival in
thut place. The first converts were the children
of those mothers who met for prayer, but the
holy fire then kindled burned on for months.
There were nearly a hundred converts, and only
one of them was over twenty-five years of age.
The prayers of those godly women were for the
children, and God said, * According te yourfaith
be it unto yon.”

If in any church there are those who cry * O
Lord, revive thy work |” let me suggest to them
that they make their prayers special, specific
and persogal-——that they unite upon some one
thing, instead of asking vaguely for everythi ng.
In the present feebleness of our faith we had
better begin with those who are nearest to us,
and get as many of our Christian friends as we
can to help us.—C. E. B., in Journal and Mes-
senger.

e ——————

SCHOOLS FOR SOANDAL,

If a play satirizing the vice of scandal were
to be written to-day the new Sheridan would
find more abundant materials for his work in
some country towns than in what is technically
known as “ society.” In fashionable life there is
malicious gossip enough to keep the play-writers
of the world busy, but the extent to which this
vice prevails in many small communities, and
among people whom their neighbours call good,
is as astonishing as it is depressing. There are
numerous villages in whicK the man who de
frauds his neighbor, the embezzling bunk presi-
dent or dishonest clerk, are visited with sudden
and righteous condemnation, while their judges,
in the very next mowent, and perhaps with the
very next breath, deliberately and in the light
of open day proceed to steal from some unsu-
specting man aud woman that property which
of all their possessions is most valuable—repu-
tation, It ought to be understood that who-
ever pilfers reputation is the most dangerous
thief in the community ; for against the rascal
who takes overcoats and plate and bonds every-
body is on guard, but against the scandal-monger
there is no protection.

If this vice of social life were kept outside the
church doors it would still be bad enough ; but
unfortunately it invades the circle of those who
have banded themselves together for mutual
help and strength. The minister preaches the
gospel of leve on Bunday morning, and before the
vestibulesareemptied of the out-going throng evil
tongues are at work, and the gospel of hate has
the last word. It may be said that people do
not always intend the damage which they do in
this way, but the wicked work is done neverthe-
less, and they are the doers of it. The con-
sciences of some communities and of some
churches need a thorough stirring up on this
subject, It is useless to talk of Christian love
and rob your neighbour of his richest treasure }
it is idle to make eloquent prayer-meeting talks
and blacken your neighbor’s character the next
morning. The power of a church in a commun-
ity is exactly determined by the character that
is gathered into it, and he who stabs that char-
acter in an individual stabs the Church of Christ
itself in just that measure. ure places
where this thought seems never to have occurred
to people, They talk about the affairs of others

passed the resolution—* Livingstone's
shall not die ; Arrica sHALL LIVE!

tion which the few facts they happgn to know
will bear. In such cases the judgment is just
as nearly right as a judgment can be which in
nine cases out of ten is founded upon misconcep-
tion and sheer ignorance.

A recent writer in one of the English reviews

relates that during a conversation with George
Eliot not long before her death a vase toppled
on the mantle, and the great writer quickly and
unconsciously put out her hand to stop its fall.
““I hope,” said she, replacing it, *that the time
will come when we shall instinctively hold up
the man or woman who begins to fall as natur-
ally and unconsciously as we arrest a piece of
furniture or an ornament.” We are more care-
ful of wood or stone than of character and
happiness. The spirit of Christ is always con-
structive, it builds up ; the spirit of scandal is
always destructive, it pulls down. In small
communities cspecially, where personal influence
is readily and widely felt, there ought to be the
most conscientious care of reputation ; for the
moral capital of the place is in its character, and
he who weakens this robs every member of the
commuunity. Whether we desire the trust or
not, we cannot help beiag our brother's keeper.
This matter has deep and far-reaching relations,
and the root of the whole evil lies in the fact
that men do not honor each other enough simply
as men, that they do not recognize the sacred-
wess of life and the dignity of manhood and
womanhood. We are told that we are not our
own, that by virtue of infinite love we belong
to God; the man or woman, therefore, who
speaks evil of another robs not only the person
spoken against, but God himself !
This vice of careless and malicious talk needs
a strong public sentiment to make it appear as
shameful and contemptible as it really is if some
communities and some churches are ever to be
cleared of a miasma which blasts sll fair and
promising growths and poisons the surrounding
atinosphere. Hamerton says that the cure for
gossip is calture, but culture sometimes gives
the jibe only a keener edge, the lie onlv a
smoother phrase ; what is needed is the spirit
which Paul had in mind when he described it as
that “ which thinketh no evil."—Christian
Union.,

POSTHUMOUS INFLUENCE,
The heart of David Livingstone was laid under
the moula tree in Ilala, and his bones in West-
minster Abbey ; but his spirit marched on. The
history of his life is not completed with the
record of his death. The continual ery of his
heart to be permitted to finish his work was
answered, answered thoroughly, though not in
the way he thought of. The thrill that went
through the civilized world, when his death and
all its touching circumstances -became known,
did more for Afriva than he could bave done had
he completed his task and spent years in this
country following it up. From the worn-out
figure kneeling at the bedside in the hut at Ilala
an electric spark seemed to fly, quickening hearts
on every side. The statesman felt it ; it put
new vigor into the despatches he wrote and the
measures he devised with regard to the slave-
trade. The merchant felt it, and began to plan
in earnest how to traverse the continent with
roads and railways, and open it to commerce
from shore to centre. The explorer felt it, and
started with high purpose upon new scenes of
unknown danger. The missionary felt it, felt a
reproof of past languor and unbelief, and found
himself lifted up to a higher level of faith and
devotion. No parliament of philanthropy was
held, but the verdict was as unanimous and as
bearty as if the Christian world had met and
work

A rapid glance at the progress of events dur-

ing the seven years that have elapsed since the
death of Livingstone will show best what influ-

ence he wielded after his death, Whether we

consider the steps that have been taken to sup-
press the slave-trade, the progress of commer-
cial undertakings, the successful journeys of
explorers stimulated by his example who have
gone from shore to uhul’e, or the new euterprises
of the missionary bodies carried out by agents

with somewhat of Livingstone's spirit, we shall

see what a wonderful revolution he effected—

bow entirely he changed the prospects of Africa.

In glancing at the results of Livingstone's influ-

ence, we must not forget that of all his legacies

to Africa by far the highest was the spotless

name and bright Christian character which have

become everywhere associated with its great

missionary explorer. From the first day of his

sojourn in Africa to the last “ patient continu-

ance in well-dving " was the great charm through

which he sought, with God's blessing, to win

the confidence of Africa. Before the poorest

African he maintained self-respect as carefully

as in the best society av home. No prevailing
relaxation of the moral code in those wild, dark

regions ever lowered his tone or lessened his re-
gard for the proprieties of Christian or civilized

life. Scandal is so rampant among the natives
of Africa, that even men of high character have
sometimes suffered from its lying tongue ; but,
in the case of Livingstone, there was such an
enamel of purity upon his ¢haracter that no filth
could stick to it, and none was thrown. What
Livingstone did in order to keep his word te his
poor attendants was a wonder in Africa, and it
was the admiration of the world. That early
and life-long prayer of Livingstone's—that he
might resemble Christ—was fulfilled in no
ordinary degree. It will be an immense benefit
to all future missionaries in Africa that, in ex-
plaining to tho people what practical Christian-
ity means, they will have but to point to the
life and character of the man whose name will
stand first among African benefactors in centu-
ries to come, And when preachers and teachers
speak of this man, when fathers tell their child-
ven what Africa owes to him, and when the
question is asked, What made him so great and
80 good 1 the answer will be, that he lived by
the faith of the Son of God, and that the love of
Christ constrained him to live and die for Africa.
~Blaikie's ** Life of Livingstone.”

LITTLE THINGS.

We stood in the church porch after all the
congregation had gone out, and were talking for
a few moments in the line of the sermon. It had
been about the cultivation of our spiritual na-
ture, and how the mass of men forget and neglect
it, and live largely and often as if there was no
such thing belonging to them. Said my friend,
as a tear glistened in her eye, *“ Does it not seem
strange that so much of our life should be wasted
in the perpetual thought of little things, while
we have no time or strength to give to the larger
ones! How many are toil-worn, their life one
long struggle barely to live, the one supreme
and necessary endeavour being to get enough to
eat and be clothed with, or to feed and cover
those dependent upon them ¥ And then how this
perpetual pursuit and occupation with small
things sometimes seem to make us grow small,”

“ Yes,” I replied, ““ It does appear 80 at times.
To be watching the pennies, to be calculating
whether you can afford or not to spend this
quarter of a dollar, does, at first glance, seem as
if it would make us grow little in soul. But
we look at it all around. Life is made up of
little thi breaths and short heart-

{l.ll matter of course, and take it as a natural
right that they shall ciroulate the worst construc-

morsels make them. Yet it has often grieved
me to spend on a piece of beef large enough to
feed the family that which would have been
sufficient to buy a book full of noble thoughts
—the one to vanish from human sight, the other
to live forever. But the book cannot be eaten,
and the beaf must be bought ; so I have put the
grief aside, paid the price of the dinner, and
seen the great thoughts all lost in the merry chat
of the table from which the beef has disappeared.
But who shall say, after all, this is not best.
Dealing with larger interests does not make one
grow large. A man who is in the habit of deal-
ing with tens of thousands, and has no need to
watch a penny, often does watch it with keener
interest than even you or I ever regard it
Somehow, the large dealings have not made him
large ; he even seems to have shrunk as he
touched them. And freedom from these little
things of life, the Jeisure to give one's self en-
tirely to higher things, do not practically tend
to form nobler characters nor more beautiful
lives. Look at monks or nuns. They have no
care for what they shall eat or what they shall
t¥mk; the prior or abbot will take care of all
that. They do not even think of what they
shall wear ; their clothes are provided for, and
the fashion never changes. They bave plenty
of time to give to religious things, and yet how
small they grow ! Very much smaller than are
we who are thrust out into the small worries of
life. Nor does contact with these little things
dwarf us. All is in the way we handle them,
{ think that I have seen greater things through
by micrgscope than I have through a telescope.
The little things, after all, have a lifting power.
They are very small, but they are many a time
%0 heavy that all we can do is to totter with
them to God. They cowe so frequently that we
bave to carry them often, and so w3 are brought
near to him. They bave brought us. Surely
this is something. And we would not have
this experience so often if it were not for the
little things. To be brought near to (iod is not
to be made small, but great. So I think that
it is just as well as it is. Let the small things
come, but let them beckon or even us to-
vard our Father in heaven. They are perpetual,
and so they will make us perpetually near. We
shall in that all-blessed contact expand ; we shall
aot contract as we are concerned with them.”
“God give us grace for that,” my friend said,
as we left the church porch.—Rev W. Aikman,
D. D.

force

WAIT,
Some people say that God does not care what
we do ; that nature does not teach that He hates
sin.
An experiment requires time. Suppose a
young wan in good health considers the ques-
tion of working in & quicksilver wine at high
wages. His friend says, do net accept the offer.
His desire for the high wages urges him to ac-
cept. Suppose at tie end of
the first duy he says to his friend, “ Yon see I
am not hurt by this labour.” At the enl of a
month he savs, “ [ am not merely unhurt, bug 1
am benetite:.” A year passes, and le tells his
friend, *“ You see in me no fulfillment of your
predictions.” After a while, salivation comes on.
Then his teeth are loosened and drop out, Then
his eyes begin to grow blind. And tinully he
15 covered with ulcers. The experimnent has
taken time. In a few years—at most ten—his
health is gone and the experiment is finished.
To breathe the fuwes of a quicksilver mine is a
sin that when finished, brings forth death, The
wise adviser of the young man at the start might
have said to him “ Wait.”
Does God in nature show any aversion to sin 1
Some say No. With this element of time what
shall we say to the question |
The worst men do not construe the resulis of
some crimes into indifference on God's part.
Who ever heard a man, seeing a drunkard with
deliriwmn tremens, say, “God does not care
whether a man becomes a drunkard or not ¥’
Here is a violation of God’s natural laws. And
here is penalty. Every nerve in this sinner's
body seems on fire,. When Mr. Gough first de-
scribed the horrors he himself had felt, he said,
“ 1t seemed as if all the nerves in me had been
combed out, and that each nerve was on fire "
This sinner cannot sleep or rest. His fancy is
distempered, and creates about him visions of
fires and reptiles and devils. Hear his curses.
Now he shrieks, and now prays for help. At
last his mortal forces give out. He can endure
no more. He is dead. Write his epitaph in
the one word “ drunkard /' 1Is God in favour
of this crime 1’
Here is another case—a reeling, blaspheming,
foul-mouthed woman. What made her such }
Once a father fondly kissed her lips, and a
manly right hand held hers at the marriage
altar. Ouce a babe reposed in her arms, and on
her beautiful face men and women gazed in
admiration. And now she is a * lost woman.,”
Is God forgetful of the crime that made hor such
an one! From these tremendous cases learn all
below them. God is not on the side of sin,
Ave you thinking otherwise because sentence is
not executed speedily 7 Wait—till time reveals
the terrible issue,—President Tuttls, of Wabash
College.

Aund he accepts,

A POPULAR MINISTRY.

On this subject Dr. John Hall has uttered
such truthful and effective words, which deserve
thoughtful and pruyerful consideration.

A winistry that pleases everybody may well
suspect itself. Look at the doctrines we preach
—human depravity, our Lord’s true deity, the
atonement oa the cross, the personality and work
of the Holy Ghost, the need by every man-—the
most amiable and cultivated—of being regener-
ated, the Bible the sole rule of faith, self-denial
a part of true Christian living, retribution on
the impenitent, the obligation of the Sabbath ;
and all this with a worship conspicuously plain
and free from showy and meretricions decora-
tion. Make all this palatable to society,” the
“ world,” everybody ! No : this whole message
tramples on the pride of human intellect ; it be-
littles the boasted culture of the time, and it is,
if understood, in direct opposition to the * life ”
which we are being persuaded to import and
servilely copy from Paris,

“Then what am I to do " one may say. Go
on and preach these truths, only more clearly,
firmly, tenderly. * But whas if the people leave
me ¥ Yes; some will leave you and go to
churches they like better, assigning various
reasons for the same. That is their matter,
Yours is to preach for the saving of men, not
for the keeping of them in the pews. “ But
cultivated and well-to-do people will quit the
chureh.” Let them. 1t is 0 much worse for
them. Remember Paul’s words, “ Not many
wise, mighty, noble, are called.” “ But it is a
pity they should not be saved.” Certainly ; but
1t is by the vruth they are to be saved, and you
are u teucher of the truth, “ But I may set
them aguinst it.” Yes; and if your spirit is
bad, you will be verily guilty in so doing. But
if yours is a right spirit, then your ministry will
be like Christ’s which irritated and drove off
not a few, especially of the ritualists and the
intellectual kind. * For judgment I am come
into this world, that they which see not might
see, und that they which see might be made

beats. ood and drink are uecessary, and

blind.”

By 3
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THE INFIDEL'S PRAYER.,

Away among the hills of Northern New Eng-
land
lived to man's estate, sinning and blaspheming
against GGod.

One of them heard the gospel message, and
hearing believed unto eternal life. A short time
afterward the converted man went to the house
of his infidel neighbor and said to him :

“I have come to talk with you. I have been
converted.”

“ Yes, I heard that you had been down there
and gone forward for prayer,” said the skeptic
with a sneer, “ and I am surprised, for I thought
you were about as sensible a man as there was
in town.”

“ Well,” said the Christian, “I have a duty
to do to you, and I want you to stop talking
and hear me. 1 haven't slept much for two
nights thinking of it. I have four sheep in my
flock that belong to you. They came into my
field six years ago, and I knew they had your
mark upon them, but I took them and marked
them with my mark; and you ingaired all
around and could not hear any thing of them.
But they are in my field, with the increase of
them, and now I want to settle this matter. |
have laid awake nights and groaned over it, and
and I have come to get rid of it. And now I
am at your option. I will do just what yon say.
If it is a few years in the State prison I will
suffer that. If it is money or property you
want, say the word. I have a good farm and
money at interest, and you can have all you ask.
I want to settle this matter up and get rid of
it.”

The infidel was amazed. He began to tremble.
“If you have got those sheep you are wel-
come to them, Idon't want auything of you if
you will only go away; a man that will come
to me as you have something must Lave got hold
of you that T don’t understand. You may have
the sheep if you will only go away.”

“iNo,” said the Christian: “1 must settle
this matter up and pay for the sheep ! 1 shall
not be satisfied without. And you must tell
me how much.”

“ Well,” said the skeptic, “if you must pay
me you may give me what the sheep were worth
when they got into your field, and pay me six
per cent. on the amount, and go off and let me
alone.”

The man counted out the value of the sheep,
and the interest on the amount, and laid it down,
and then doubled the dose and laid as much
more down beside it, and went his way, leaving
a load on his neighbour’s heart almost as heavy
as that which he himself had borne.

The full result of the scene are known only
to God. Oue thing is certain, the infidel was
seen to frequent the house of prayer, and we
may be sure that he afterward believed that
there was some power in the gospel, and that all
Christians were not hypocrites.

PRINCIPLE AND FEELING.

“ Feeling is the most irregular element and
least trustworthy test. It belongs to the passive
part of our nature ; principle, to the active part.
Feeling depends on a sensitive surtace

were two infidel neighbours, who had |
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CRUEL PARENTS
| Parents often wonder how their children
have learned evil. They say that they have
only taught them what is good,” and yet faults
grow in them, and they turn out badly. They
forget that their children’s eyes and ears are
| always greedy, that their thoughts are always
 busy, and that they begin by taking their elders
as models from which to copy. Ah! fathers
and mothers, think you that your boys and girls
only attend to you during the few minutes, now
and then, in which you give them good advice
in words ! They watch you, they listen to vou,
They think over your words and what you do;
they know whether you follow vourselves the
counsels you give them. They can tell if you
are surly and passionate, or slothful, or selfish.
or anything else that you warn them not to be,
and perhaps punish them for being. They know
if you live without prayer, and as if the God
you talk to them about had nothing to do with
grown-up people. What good is it to be careful
to teach them good, and not to teach them evil
by precept, if all the while your example makes
your words seem to them and leads
them wrong. You love your children, whom
God loves and has given to your care. You toil
for them, and would face any trial to save them
from worldly harm. At the same time, if you
are not godly, so far as you are not faithful and
consistent, you are, by the power of the love and
respect they have for you, hiwl«-ring God's work
in them, and banding them over to God's foe
and theirs.

nonsence,

¥ — .

CHARACTER-~COMPOSURE, —( ‘omposure is very
often the highest resalt of strength. Did we
never see a man receive a flagrant insult, and
only grow a little pale and then reply quietly ?
That was a man spiritually strong. Or did we
never see a man in anguish stand, as if carved
out of solid rock, mastering himself? or one
bearing a hopeless daily trial remain silent, and
never tell the world what it was that cankered
his home-peace? That is strength. He who
with strong passions remains chaste : he who,
keenly sensitive, with maunly power of indigna-
tion in him, can be provoked and
bimself, and forgive ;
spiritual heroes.
by Tupper.

yet refrain
these are strong men,
Robertson’s Living Thoughts,

AN ImpossiBLE CHoICE.—A teacher had been
relating to his class the story of the rich man
and Lazarus; when he asked : Now, which
would you rather be, boys, the rich man or
Lazarus {"

One boy replied : “I would Ye the rich man
while I live, and Lazarus when I die.”

And is that not what multitudes are trying
todo? All want to die the death of the right

eous, after having lived that of the Dives

RANDOM READINGS.

So long as we do not harbor evil thoughts,

they are not sin; but if we keep them in our

minds, and make them our own, they will cer-

tainly become sin.

“ Have the courage to show your respect for

; princi-
ple on depths of moral purity. Feeling changes
with temperament, with states of health and
nerves, with a thousand fickle influences ; prin-
ciple is independent of all physical or alterable
circumstances, moves straight on, through all
moods and climates, sails by fixed stars, and is

‘the same secure and glorious thing through all

the shifting seasons, though the mountains of
prosperity be torn up and cast into the sea.”
So wrote F. . Huntington, and the statement
is worthy of the ¢ ttention of all Chris-
tians, not alone tur vhe vigorous and beautiful
language in which it is clothed, but for its own
value. Religion is first and last, and always a
body of principles, not of emotions necessarily,
We must attend with great care to Llw/»rim‘i/:l;u
of our hiessed religion, and the emotions will
take care of themselves., (lear convictions of
God, of salvation through his Son and the re.
sultant duties te us ; there must be the founda-
tion of that religious life which endures :

mere
feeling cannot sustain it.—J, Y. Dobbins,

Tae Errecr o A Kixo Worp,—A gentle-
man and his wife, coming out from an earnest
Sunday evening meeting recently, overtook a
young man of perhaps twenty, who had sat near

them during the services. The gentleman said
to himself : “ Here is an opportunity to see how
the truth did its work in this young heart.”
And with tact, after learning that he was a
comparative stranger in the city, with no home
save the poor one that the usual boarding-house
affords, he drew him into conversation about the
meeting. He was not a Christian, had long
wanted to be, had been almost persuaded by
many a sermcon, but a kindly hand was needed
to clinch the nail after it had been well driven
by the preacher. That night the young man
decided to count himself on the Lord’s side. A
few minutes’ personal conversation on the part
of a layman who seized his opportunity did the
work, while the heart of the listener was Warm
and responsive. Do we each go out of church
asking if we can help make effective the words
of the preacher 1 Scores go through life and out
of it with the great decision unmade, perchance
because we who had the hand to hand opportun-
ity failed to improve it.—Congregationalist,

A CHEERFUL GIVER.—* I was once attending
A missionary meeting in Scotland,” said a minis-
ter in making an address. “ There it is the
custom to take up the collection at the door as
the people go out. A poor woman, in going
out, dropped a sovereign into the basket. The
deacon who held the basket said, ‘ I'm sure you
cannot afford to give as much as that’ ¢Oh
yes, I can,’ she said. ¢ Do take it back,’ said the
deacon. She replied, ‘ I must give it. I love
to give for Jesus' sake. Then the deacon said,
‘ Take it home to-night, and if, after thinking it
over, you still wish to give it, you can send it
in the worning,’

“In the morning I was sitting at breakfast
with the deacon, when a little note came from
this woman ; but the note contained #wo sover.
eigns. ‘ You won't take them ¥ I said to the
deacon. * Of course I shall,’ said he. *I know
that good woman well. If I send them back,
ghe will send four next time.'”

This was indeed “loving to give,"— Well
Spring,

g

Tae LessoN or PATIENCE.—A certain lady
had met with a serious accident, which necessi-
tated a very painful surgical operation, aund
many months’ confinement to her bed. When
the physician had finished his work and was
about taking his leave, the patient asked, * IDoc-
tor, how long shall I have to lie here helpless 1"
“0, only one day ata time,” was the cheery
answer ; and the poor sufferer was not only
comforted for the moment, but many times dur-
ing the succeeding weary weeks did the thought,
“Ounly one day at a time,” come back with its
quieting influence. I think it was Sydney
Smith who recommended taking “ short views ”
a8 & good safeguard against needless worry ; and
One, far wiser than he, said : * Take, therefore,

no thought for the morrow, Suffisient unto the

honesty in whatever guise it appears, and your
contempt for dishonesty and duplicity by whom-
soever exhibited,”

It has been well said that no man ever sank
under the burden of the day. It is when to-
morrow’s burden is added to the burden of to-day
that the weight is more than a man can bear,—.
George Macdonald,

God us from ourselves !
within us the elements of hell if we
to ma'ze them such.

save

We carrs
but \'lh)\)ﬁ
Ahaz, Judas, Nero, Borgia,
Herod—all were once prattling infants in happy
mother’s arms, — Austin Phelps.

Sanctified afflictions are among the most
precious blessings of the Christian’s present lot.
Patience and submission to God's hols will are
thus brought out and atn'ng(hcned,.uxnl he is
eminently glorified

God can't bless you when you lLiive one fa'se-
hood in your soul....It is a sin that brings
dread and darkness and despair ; there is light
and blessedness for us as soon as we cast it off ;
God enters our soul thvu, and teaches us, and
brings us strength and peace. George Eliot,

A Christian should look upon himself as sa-
cred aud devoted for that which involves but an
ordinary degree of eriminality in others, in him
partakes of the nature of sacrilege, what is a
breach of trust in otherr is, in him, the profana
tion of the temple.

So far is charity from impoverishing, that
what is given aw ay, hke vapors emitted from the
earth, returns in showers of blessings into the
bosom of the person that gave it; and his off-
spring is not the worse, but infinitely better for
it.—Horne.

Suppose you take ten minutes every day to
talk with your children, and suppose you :-'.{nond
in this way 50 much time and strength that you
are able in your life to lay up for them one or
two hundred, or one or two thousand dollars less
of money, would your children be any worse off
for you so taking that time? 4

God’s promises form a bridge over which thou
mayest cross from the wilderness of thy need
into the fulness of His grace, which shall be to
thee a veritable land of Canaan, a land flowing
with milk and honey. Moreover, the bridge
is a short as well as a sure one, and there shall
be no toll demanded of thee save faith in the

bridge.

The most precious things on this side of the
grave are our reputation and our life. But it
1s to be lamented that the most contemptible
whisper may deprive us of the oné, and the
weakest weapon of the other, A wise man,
therefore, will be more anxious to deserve a
fair name than to possess it, and this will teach
him so to live as not to be afraid to die.

Christ is the hope, the Saviour, the consola-
tion, the glory of His people Israel. In aceept-
ing him we gain all pyre, spiritual, durable,
satisfying good; a way to God: a Justifying
righteousness; a sanctifying Spirit; a sufficiency
of grace to help in time of need ; a peace that
is unspeakable and full of glory. We are blessed
with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in
Christ.— W, Jay.

Pride is the worst viper in the human heart,
the greatest disturber of the soul’s peace and of
sweet communion with Christ. It instigated
the first sin that was committed, and lies the
lowest in the foundation of Satan’s whole build-
ing, and is with the greatest difficulty rooted
out. Itis the most hidden, secret and decsitful
of ali lusts, and often creeps insensibly into the
midst of religion, even, sometimes, under the
guise of humanity itself.—John 4ngell James.

It is better to tread the path of life cheerfully,
skipping lightly over the thorns and briars,
that obstruct your way, than to sit down under
every hul& lamenting your own fate. The
thread of the cheerful man's life spins out much
longer than that of 8 man who is continually
sad and desponding. Prudent conduct in the
concerns of Life is highly necessary ; But if distress
succeed, dejection and despair will not afford
relief. The best thing to do when evil comes

day is the evil thereof.”

g

20:1 us is not lamentation, but action ; not to
snd suffer, but to rise and seek the remedy,




