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1 

but all of the same shape. | 

| The Scotch peasantry are obstinate in clinging 

Year's | 

ceremonies are very deoll, business The first 

| 

which means ““ You owe me a New Year's | 
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ind of external 
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administration 
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of the extinction of 

We will explain 
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Take 

When, in its eastward advance, it 

man 

Buddhism 

became poweriul in China, sud h men as Kanyu 

and Oyoshu and cthers attacked it with all their 
might, and even an imperial decree was carried 
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ments. And yet Buddhism was not only not anni 
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arose in his heart ~ | twelve and one o'clock at night (on New-Year’s | prevailing religions It is not only vain and | 

I'he moments sped ou I'lieve was stillness | Eve), to call on the neighbors, with kettles of | fruitless to withstand what cannot be withstood, 

very heart w 18 silently lay ng its b irden upon | hot ale and buns and cheese As every one was | but, more than th ot, such a contest will i lunge 
the dving veal its burden of the tl ings to be | aut, however, the calls took place in the street, the country into internal dissensions, besides | 

eft behind 7” before the soul conld * press for- | and a great deal of fun was made out of it. | inflicting another great damage upon us, in ob- | 

ward toward the mark. It was all very sweet | The oddest performance takes place in the | structing our intercourse with the treaty nations | 
and still, and the Deacon's wife felt how good Highlands. It begins by gathering loads of | What would be the general verdict were “| 
it was to be there, when there arose from her | juniper bushes on New-Year's Eve, which are | Nichirenite and a Jodoite to get up a dispute | 
side the tall form of a man who had occupied | spread around the five to dry, while a ** discreet and quarrel till one of them was wounded H 
the seat alone when the mother and danghter | person” is sent to the “ Dead and Living Pond” Surely, such an act would be condemned, as the | 
came 1t She had not looked at him, but now | (whatever that may be) to draw a pitcher of | fruit of obstinancy and Ignorance Lhe Ren | 
as she gazed at the erect figure und the bearded | water. It must be done in perfect silence, and | between Buddhismn and Christianity is just the | 
face, she saw and knew her son A stifled moan | the pitcher not allowed to touch the ground, lest | same, Suppose this dispute, already begun, to 
escaped her lips His eves looked tenderly down | its virtue depart The first thing on New-Year’s | 80 on, getting more and more fierce. Inasmuch | 
upon her and steadied and gave her strength. | morning, every one of the family must drink of | as victory or defeat cannot be decided by an | 
ae clung to the hand he gave her, and bowed | the water, it being a charm against witches, evil 
her face upon it while Le pr ko 

“1 cannot let the old year go,” he said,  sit- 

ti here nmong my old neighbors, without 
telling them of the blessing that year has brought 
to me It has been the year of birth to me—of 

birth into the hfe—that 

Christ I'hirteen years ago, on the last 

only real hidden with 

in Ciod 
| 

night of the vear, while my parents prayed here 

eves, 

superstit ME 

or some one of the elders takes a large brush, goes | 

to the sleeping rooms, and sprinkles every one 
{ In his bed 
doors 

cranny made tight, and piles of the dry 

the family vet in 

gs, which these | 

With | 

house 

and other unpleasant thin 

people still 

ed, the 

believe in 

of the t masten | 

| 

I'his important ceremony over, the 

and windows are closed, every crack and 
; | 

juniper | | 

with you, I turned my back on vou and on my | bushes lighted In every room As they b rn | 
home, on my baby sister's face, on my mother’s | the vaper forms in clouds ; the unfortunate fam 
tears, and began my life of wande rings Lhey ily cough, sn y ASP, and groan but as ong as | 
have lasted many vean they have le me to | the operator ean p ssibly breath, with tears 
na forbidden pati b in every one, how | streaming down his face, he keeps up his fires | 
ever ia a 3 neard ti vOIoe Of © | | till the ast mowent of sundurance arrives, when | 

i i I L en | mothers la he throws open door and windows and re es 
watching for mn through the nights na es- | his smothering family hen the guide wile 
pecially as each year brought around the anni- | gets up and administers some refreshments 
versary ot my flight, have [ felt he prayers | when they feel better, rise ana wash thei faces, 
following me, | have heard het speak tenderly | and are 1 ady for the day. This ceremony is sup 
to me again and again. I have remembered the posed to keep them from harm during the year, 
love with which she made and hid for me the | and the unbappy cattle are treated tv the same 
little Christinus gifts, and I resolved to arise, | effectual preventive 

and, while this year still hingeved, to bring my | A curious custom of the Chinese on New sell back to my ott ind wknowledge | Years Day, 18 to write riddles on 31ips of paper, 
before you all th wonderful mer J wud love paste them on the sides of a lantern and bang | 
. 0 I have found in 1 ug Lo my mother them betore the doors; often otiering re wards 
God. ee for thelr solution, of packages of tea, bundles of 
And as the last words died upon his lips, and firecrackers, fans or pencils People gather 

he sat down, Warowing one strong dha around wound them, and try to solve them, for sport 
hn mot} ' ind d : ' t on thal aay all the shops Are closed and no 

shoulde r, the Deacon k w from whom his New business are done for several day 8, 6X1 ept in the 
Year's gift had come selling of candies, sweetmeats, ‘and nut The 

" Forgive we, Harry,” he said loud, moving, farnine col ect in their nouses on New 
with outstretched hand, and the tears streaming Year's morning, and make offerings to the house 
over his rough cheeks, to the side of his son hold gods, of rice, vegetables, tea, and wine, with 
“Nay, father, forgive me ant as they |incense and candles. After the “gods” have 

clasped each other’ rch clock i hands, the old eh 

Str k twelve 

NEW-YEAR'S CUSTOMS. 
Iitus Tatius, a Sabine king, was the very first 

man who celebrated New-Year's Day-—if we can 

believe the ancient Roman writers ind he lived 

747 years betore Christ It happened in this 
way he receiver a pre ent, one eventful New 

Year's Day of branches cut from tre G8, conse 

crated to one of the deities of his co intry 

Strenia, Goddess of Strength —whiel he thought 

a go d omen Omens know, were con you 

lnportant in those 

the 

sidered very heathen days, 

and, in memory ol circumstance, he insti 

tuted the custom of giving presents on that day, 

setting the example by giving them himseil 5 } YB ; 
godde 5 supposed to 

be the beginning among the Romans, from whom 

in 

the name of the This is 

| we received it ; but how the custom began with 

all ol 

we have not yet found out 

| Egyptians, Culnese, and Jews 

have it 

whom 

The ancient Romans enlarged on the arrange 
| ment of Tatius, and sacrificed on this day to the 

| god Janus, a cake of new sifted meal, with salt, 
| incense, and wine. Workmen were careful to 

| begin a piece of work, and even literary men | 
" | commenced a new poem or book on that day, as | 

a good omen for the vear I'he usual presents 
given were figs or dates, covered with leaf gold 

| and sometimes accompanied with a prece ofl 

| money, which was used to buy statues of some 
| deity. In aucient pottery are found New-Year's 
| gis, Inscribed with “ Wishing Happy New 
Year to you,” ; 
This went on till the time of Christ, when 

| the early Christians tried to put down the hea 
then festival, which was attended by many sup 
erstitions. They wrote against it, and ordered 
the year to be opened by fasting and prayer and 

| 
| 

penance for sins, But the custom was too strong 
to be rooted our, and the old way of making pre 

received a Christian form. 

0 teach them, 
things, the Roman way 

tong 
9 

| barbarians, and ¢ 

| New of celebrating 

there are many traces still to be found, In the 

with rejoicing, g 

palace as well as cottage, 

and they were expected from everybody. 

a8 New-Year's gifts, as they are now ; and in the 

wade on purpose for that use. 

As it came down the centuries, the New 
Year's custom changed with the people, 

which they drunk healths ; while the poor went 
from house to house, with empty bowls, deco. 

| 

other | 

consumed the spiritual essence of the food (which | trary to the teachings of their founder and pro 
i 

i 

‘ 
tor, of course), the family are at 

iberty to eat the merely earthly and gross re 

3 all they care 

nains © which seems to be satisfactory enough, 

too. That ceremony over, the day is given up 

0 feasting, visiting, and lett ing off fire-works i 

Children and servants receive presents from the 

heads Of the family : generally of money, whi h, 

It It consists of copper ca h must be strung on 

a red string being a svn bol of Oy Am no 

the better cl: 

teen day 3, and end 

{ 

lasses festivities are kept up tor ut 

with the ** Feast of Lan 

Wh hi in terns, avery variety ot shape and style 

that the fertile unagination of the Chinese can 

onceive, and papel and bamboo be forced into, 

is pre ented in lanterns-——round square flat, 

men, animals, and monsters Some roll over 

and over on the ground; others, shaped like | 
horses and coach, trundle about on wheels. | 
Every house is brilliantly lighted, and every 

body is in the street with lanterns. A gay sight 

New-Y eal 1s & Chinese city at the end of the 

celebration 

sents and feasting went on as usual, though it | Buddhism, and Christi wuity 

CONFLICT OF RELIGIONS IN JAPAN, 
I'he great theatre meetings held last summer 

mn Kiyoto and Osaka have roused not only the 
Buddhist and Shinto priests into holding great 
opposition meetings but have compelled the 
newspapers to take sides or at least, to re port 
as items of news the growing power of * the 

id hiristianity appears to be 

spreading over the country with the rapidity of 

a rising tide, papel Another 
“ The priests are desperately eager w 

stem the rapidly advanced flood of Christianity, 

Jesus Religion 

observes one 

Says 

| W hich threatens, to drown them out at no dis 

tant day The Tokiyo Nicki Nichi Shimbus 
declares “The religions which now prevail in 

this country ave, no matter whether they are 
permitted by the government or not, Shintoism, 

I'he ablest paper 

| in Southern Japan, the Usaka Nippo, is bold in 
When the Romans conquered Britain, some, | its advocacy of * 

| who came to fight, remained to help civilize the | that no other reli 

sixteenth and seventeenth centuries they were | are forming a wiion t GO oppose the believers of | 

the foreign reli and are working hard to 
| drive the new way out of the country, just as 

‘the Jesus Way , onthe ground 

gion has ever given liberty to 
any nation 

The Nichi Nichi Shimbun, of Tokivo, which 
Year's Day. Bat, as the people grew less savage, | is said to be the organ of the government and 
they invented additions of tueir own, of which | which stands at the head of the press of Japan, 

bad a remarkable editorial in its issue of Hep 
sixteenth century the New Year was ushered in | tember 3d, 1881, on the folly of fighting the 

good wishes, and presents, in | foreign religion, of which we give a translation | 
In fact in the reign of the greater part 

of Queen Elizabeth it became a great tax on the | 
| people, because the present must be valuable, | into the interior, the priests are saying; ‘We, | 

When | for the sake of our country and for the sake of 
| books became common, they were much prized | our own system, ought to prevent the spread of g, the more | York, and among the names of the lost was one | 

“Seeing how the foreign religion is spreading 

this pernicious religion, 80’ the various sects 

After | though their running to and fro for such a cause 
a while great gifts went uuu of fashion, and it | were a fitting way to repay their oblizations to 
grew common for each family to assemble round | the government, and to show forth the benevol 
a bowl of spiced ale, called * lamb's wool,” in | ence of Buddha ! Hence, frequent disputes and 

oven collisions between the believers of Buddh- 
ism and those ot the foreign religion have begun 

appeal to indisputable proots, there will be likely 

to be an appeal to force, perhaps ending in the | 

killing of the foreign missionaries and buruing 

then pl Ad ob 

only internal but it would 

bearing on international matters 

not 

| 

worship Such an act involves | 

disturbances, ' 

have a direct 

Foreign governments wight make it a pretext 

We do well 

what Las happened in China, 

for refusing to revise the treaties 

to be warned by 

1 
| 

ing this, the priests of the present day seem to 

think it their duty to the then 

hold 

going con 

country and to 

system olf religion to regard these who 

different opinions as enemies, thereby 

ducing obstructions to tranquil g 

home and to peaceful foreign relations If 

wvernment at 

you 

priests truly feel anxious over the danger that 

threatens voui religion, cease to attack the tor 

eign religion. Improve your virtues. Quicken 
your learning Inquire more for truth Labor 

earnestly to correct vour conversation and con 
duct, 80 as to receive credit in society Lease 

to be laughed at by the well-informed fou your 

to and fro to check the foreign | 

religion, by which action vou are Simply hasten 
y 1 

| 
| 

Buddhism Y oul 

reign religion seems to be galn 

Va running 

ing the ruin of your idea of 

attacking the fo 

ing ground among the laity and as this only 

promises both internal and external diflicultie 3 | 

we Ccollid not Keep ence, bul with thes words 

give JU Our views 

§ J 10 RANDOM READINGS. 
Let your zeal begin upon yourseil hen you | 

| may with justice extend it to vour ueighbors 

Uhomas a Kemps 

In the deed that no wan knoweth, 

Where no jrralse ful trum pet bloweth, 

Where he may not reap who soweth 

here, Lord, 

Let my heart serve Thee 

Lhe essence of true n DULY 18 neglect of sell 

Let the thought of selt pass in, and the beauty 
of great action 1 one, like the bloom from a 

soiled flower Froude 

All human 

for the purpose ol conbivming, more and more 

truths contained in the sacred 
J flit le ’ schal 

Liscoveries seein to be made only 

strongly, the 

Scriptures MM 

J ust 0 soon as any conviction ol lmportant 

truth central and vital, 

the desire to utter it y desire w hich is immedi 

becoin es there comes 

ate and irresistible. Sacrifice is gladness, ser 
vice 18 Joy, when such an idea becomes a com 

manding power R. S. Storrs. 

SNAKES AS LIFE DESTROYERS 

I've loss of life in India due to the ravages of 
venomous snakes is almost incredible. Yet Con- 
sumption, which is as wily and fatal as the deadliest 
Indian reptile, is winding its coils around thousands 
of people while the victims are unconscious of its 
presence. Dr. R. V. Pierce's ‘‘ Golden Medical 
Discovery ” must be used to cleanse the blood of 
the scrofulous impurities, for tubercular consump- 
tion is only a form of scrofulous disease. ** Golden 

| Medical Discovery’ is a sovereign remedy for all 
forms of scrofulous disease, or king's-evil, such as 
tumors, white swellings, fever sores, scrofulous sore 
eyes, as well as for other blood and skin diseases. 
By druggists. 

A man in his calling is twice as strong to 

resist temptation as one out of it. A fish is 

twice as strong in the water as on the shore ; 

but a four-footed beast is twice as strong ou the 
land as in the water. The reason is becanse the 
water is a proper element of the one, and the 

| earth of the other. The work is thy elements 
wherein thou art most able to resist temptation, 
~= Thomas Fuller, 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON.—Jan, 

For Question} see Sta Pa— rly and Lesson Papers 

JESUS IN GALILEE 

8. 

DAILY READINGS 

M. Jesus in Galilee. Mark 1: 14-28 
I. First miracle in Galilee. John 2 : 1-11 

W. Jesus calls his disciples. Matt. 4 : 18-25 
T. He teaches with authority. Matt. 7 : 21-29 
I He casts out a devil. Luke 4 : 88-87. 
S. He cast it another devil Matt. 17 : 14-21 
b> Devils kn w the Son of God. Acts 19:13 -20 

GoLpex Tex: The people that walked in darkness have 
seen a great light Is, 9:2 

Mark 1:14-258 

Revised Version 

14 Now after that John was 
1p, Jesus came into 

Galilee, preaching the gospel 
of God, and saying, The time 
is fulfilled, and the kingdom 
f God is at hand : repent ye 
and believe in the gospel 

16 And passing along by the 
sea of Galilee, he saw Simon 

Andrew, the brother of 
simon, casting a net into 

sea : for they were fishers 
17 And Jesus said unto them 

Come ye after me, and I will 
1 to become fishers 

Aundstraightwavthey 
and 

19 him And going on a little 
further, he saw James the 
son of Zebedee, and John his 

brother, who also were in the 
20 boat mending the nets, And 

straightway he called them 
and they left their father 
Zebedee in the boat with the 
hired servants, and went after 

delivered 

and 

the 

make § 

left the followed } nets, 

him 

21 And they go into Caper 
naum; and straightway onthe 
abbath day he entered into 

the synagogue and taught 
22 And they were astonished at 

has teaching for he taught 

thew as having authority, and 
t as the scribes And 

straightway there was in thelr 

& man with an 1 
and be cried € 

What have we to do 
with thee, thou Jesus of Naz- 
areth? art thou come to de 
stroyus? 1 know thee who 
thou art, the Holy One of 

And Jesus rebuked 
him, saying, Hold thy peace 
and come out of him Aud 
the unclean spirit, "tearing 
him and crying with a loud 

7 came out of him. And 
they were all amazed, inso- 
much that they questioned 

among themselves, saying 
What is this? a new teaching” 
with authority he comman 
eth even the unclean spirits, 

28 and they obey him. And the 
report of him went out 
straightway everywhere into 
all the region of Galilee round 
about 

sYLAgoOgus 

<4 clean spint; 

saying, 

25 God 

pd 

“i ¥ ice, 

LOPLI. — Preaching of Jesus 
Disciples called 
Devils cast out 

People amazed. 

Norges axp Hints 

[here was au interval of several months be 

where fie t bles 1} risen i nnec- | tWeen the baptism of Jesus and the imprison 8 Ta id (9 A001 HAND A Ane | 8) . : - e 4 

tion witl a ’ {tel | { the kil ment of John I'hat time our Saviour spent in 
148) 8 ] L A y la | j HAA MOCIAUDY wv Lt Pa 4 = 

| ling of 0 nat nd tl burning of | Judea [he events of this lesson took place 
: a J ale alia MOA ics ld ak AL) . - 

their ch | about a year after his baptism ) aul Li 

I'he I'l cli tecline of a rel 4 8 in the | i Th £ ’ ing J Jesus [he arst Pe biic 
existence on-existence of truth in it vstém | and official act of our Saviour was preaching 
nd 1 i ) . } E at in | the gospel He alwavs gave bonor to this 

| itself 14 + | rea | or decrea l. ex | method ol promoting prety and true religion € i ) HI | ) < S¢ > h i . : = . : 

pan led ted | ! } n “1 1f When he sent forth his disciples it was to do ) { ( i | Hy autnan p Yel 

Buddbisiu in I n corresponds to truth, this work. “ As ye g preach,” was his com 
t1 } p sion | mand to them. He preached “ the gospel of the ough jrpre i ul A Lhe Oy Lhe foreign yg 
relioi 3 the | Kingdom of God,” and this is the substance of CLIO! : A willl LATE weiolt Lil | § : 2 

world FR istianity contains the most truth | every true preacher's message. The tiwe for 
WE i : . | vais preaching had fully come. John hrd done Buddhism may contend against it to the limi of | 22 8 5 - 

power, but it will only hasten the time of its | the preliminary work and now Jesus came to 
own o carry forward the same mission of mercy to the 

\ world. His first exhortation to men was to Now Budd pea ing A ~ : 

to this | Ek k shad sine a oon ‘ repent and believe,” and these acts must ever il win 4 { cun fe 4 JU - : : . . 

baal be the beginning of a ( aristian hie [here is pari m LACKS 5 (] 
on tl alia i'l the height of | to-day the same necessity for repenting and be 
Shianalaba 8 I'l trines of Confucius | 1'eving that there was then, and the gospel 

aud Mencius and also wWgose of Christ and Mo. | PHESCUCT WLUSE LOL Tall W coulinue the call Ost 
| J \ \ : ) a] 4 hammed might be claimed as a part of the —_— y — arist ! —_ 

B dd hist) doctirine ol innnity Instead ol do pe "ele . - bad come 

for organizing the forces by which the kingdon 
of rod was to be established and extended, and 

our Saviour now calls to his assistance in 
and character 

which would enable them to become successful 
“ fishers of 

men 
whom he saw qualities of mind 

men These fellow helpers were 

chosen, not from the religious of the 
times, men whose minds were filled with wrong 

teachers 

of the Messiah and 
God, and who were fully com 

conceptions ol the mission 

the kingdom of 

mitted to and iaterested iu maintaining, the 
existing order of things, but, rather, from a class 
of humble and comparatively uneducated labor 

upoa the Sea of 

character 

ers, fishermen and 
others of like They were men of 
sound common sense and some ability to grasp 

Galilee, 

spiritual truths atten their minds were 

of the prejudices established their 

education and had been enlightened by the 
power of the Holy Spirit [hey proved them 
selves, after sometraining by their divine Master, 
to be able to state clearly, and defend ably, the 
principles underlying the kingdom of God, and 
to speak rousingly and persuasively in their be 
half. Jesus knew his men when he called them 
He knows them to-day 

11L \ ery soon after call 

ing the first four of his disciples Jesus gave 

proof of his power over the great enemy of right 
eousness in the world. He met 

nau 

divested 

by early 

Devils cast owt 

in the syna 

whon one of 

lean spirits had taken up 

He at once recognized Jesus as the 

gogue at Capernaum a 
Satan's evil and un 

his abode 

an 

| Son of God and perhaps felt that his time had 

come, and that he must yield to the greater 
power in whose presence he was. He cried out 

With a word Jesus cast 
him out and delivered the unfortunate and per 
haps wicked man from his power. It was a 
signal and inportant victory for the truth. 
8 People amazed. The people were utterly 

astonished ; and well they might be. Nothing 
like it had eve: Whatever 
this calamity was, or was like, it was a fearful 

one. It had baffled the skill of such medical 
science as the world then possessed and had re- 
sisted all means and appliances by which its care 
had been attempted. Here was one, apparently 
a man like themselves, one whose supposed ori 
gin and history they knew or might have known, 
at whose simple word the evil spirit was quelled, 
and who was at once recoguized by the spirit as 
superior to himself ; whose authority that spirit 
did not question, but whom, on the contrury, he 
loudly proclaimed to be the Holy One of God. 
It is not strange that the fame of the new 
and Great Physician spread abroad throughout 
all the region round avout Galilee. 

in alarm and ange: 

been seen before. 

THOUGHTS AND APPLICATIONS, 
I. The preaching of repentance is always in 

order. 
II. They who would follow Christ must be 

willing to leave their worldly business at his 
call. 

IIL." We should obey Christ * straightway.” 
IV. No amount of knowledge will save the 

soni ; we must “ believe the gospel,” and “ re- 
peat.” 

TOPICS FOR THOUGHT AND STUDY, 
I. The fulfillment of prophecy. 
II. Entire consecration to Christ. 
III. The unclean spirits. 


