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VOL. XXVIII.—No. 15. SAINT JOHN, 

Vegetine. 
J. Bently, M. D., says, 

IT HAS DONE MORE GOD THAN ALL MEDI- 
CAL TREATMENT. 

NewMARkeT, ONT., Feb, 9, 1880, 
Mr. H. R. Stevexs, Boston, Mass. : 
Sir—1 have sold during the past year a considerable 

quantity of your VEGETINE, and I believe, in alll cases it 
has given satisfaction. In one case, a delicate young 
lady of about 17 years was much benefited by its use, 
Her parents informed me that it had done her more 
good than all the medical treatment to which she had | 
previously been subjected. 

Yours respectfully, 
J BENTLEY, M.D. 

Vegetine. 
GOOD FOR THE AGED. 

WILL YOU READ THIS? 

Crirron, OXT., Jan. 16, 1880. 
H. R. STEVENS: 
Dear Sir—1I advise you of the good results of your 

VeceriNe. My wife's father, now nearly eighty-five 
ears old was attacked with erysipelas in its worst form, 

Tia head and face were swollen so that he was blind, and 
one of his limbs was badly swollen and discolored, and 
broke out in several places and discharged. His physi. 
cian said there was no remedy that could cure him, as 
he was such an old man. To gratify a son-in-law, 
he was pursuaded to take your VEGETINE. Seven 
bottles cured him, and he is now a healthy old man, 

Last spring I was troubled with a disordered stomach, 
with a sallow skin, want of appetite, cold exti®mities 
and headache. Satisfied that this condition of things 
arose from poverty of the blood, 1 took two bottles of 

VEGLTINE ; it cured me, and I am satistied it is the best 
tonic and blood purifier in the market, and am only too 
happy to make known these facts to the world. 

Yours very truly, 
A. MENZIE. 

Vegetine. 
I Have Much Pleasure in Testifying to its 

Efficacy. 
Toronto, ONT., Feb, 23, 1880, 

Ma H. R. Srevexs, Boston, Mass. : 
r Sir—1 have much pleasure in testifying to the 

efficacy of your VEGETINE for the cure of Rheumatism. 

Having been pursuaded by a friend to try it, I took four 
bottles, from which I derived great benefit, and strongly 

recommend any person suffering from the same afflicting 
malady to try a course of VEGETINE, 

Yours resp'y 
JOSIAH GREEN, Chemist, 

G04 Queen St. and Cooksville, Ont, 

Vegetine. 
IT HAS NO EQUAL 

MONTREAL, Jan. 29, 1880, 

H. R. Stevens, Esq.—Dear Sir: —1 do not like to 

write testimonials for advertised medicines, but the great 
benefit that so many of my customers have obtained from 

the use of VIaETINE compels me to say that with an ex- 

perience of over 25 years, both in Great Britain and this 

country, I have never known such a useful remedy placed 
» the public. 
WS J. D. L. AMBROSE, 
Assistant offthe Apothecaries Company of London, 

Member of the Pharmaceutical Society of Great Bri- 
tain, Licentiate in the Pharmacy of the College of 

fysicians and Surgeons, 
ye Corner Notre Dame and McGill Streets, 

St, Jonx, N. B., April, 11 1880, 

H. R. STEVENS, Esq., Boston : : > : : 

I have sold VEGETINE ever since its introduction in 
this city, and from personal observatioh can safely say 
that it now takes the lead as a blood purifier. 

RICHARD N. KNIGHT, 
Corner King and Ludlow Streets. 

St. Jeay Baerste Vicrace, P. Q,, 
Jan. 8, 1880, 

H. R. Stevens, Esq.: 
Dear Sir--1 find the sale of your VEGETINE constantly 

increasing, and fram the favorable reports I receive from 
my customers, I consider VEGETINE the best preparation 
in the market, for a blood purifier and general tonic. 

Yours respectfully, 
J. A. DAWSON, 

Cor. 8. Lawrence and St. Jean Baptiste Streets. 

.VEGETINE is sold by all Druggists. 

881. Spring. 1881. 

WM. JENNINGS, 
MERCHANT TAILOR, 

LJ AS now open for inspection at his Tailoring Estab- 
lishment, corner Queen Street and Wilmot's alley, 

his Bpring stock, comprising 

ENGLISH, SCOTCH, Axo CANADIAN TWEEDS 

IN GREAT VARIETY, 

1881. 

Diagenal and Worsted Coatings, 

Broadcloths and Doeskins, 

Making it one of the most desirable stocks to select 
from in the city. 

4% Gentlemen can always rely on getting the latest 
styles anc first cluss workmanship. 

‘ : WM, JENNINGS, 

war. l4- ty ‘Frenericrox, N, B. 

HALLS BOOK STORE, 
FREDERICTON. 

Great Reduction in Prices of Sabbath School Libraries, 
Cards, Papers, &e. 

FAMILY BIBLES, 
; TEACHERS’ BIBLES, 

POCKET BIBL‘gq 
Direct from the Publishers, 
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Books of Devotion, Prayer and Praise. 
Baptist Hymn and Tune | Church Eps. Presby- 

Book salius, h terian 
Service of ; Church Services. Prayer 
Psalmist. y Books. 
Birth Day Books. 
TEXTS FOR EVERY DAY IN THE YEAR. 

MM, 5. MALL, 

Opposite Normal School, 

jan. 1y FREDERICTON, 

JOHN RICHARDS & SON, 
General Insurance and Ticket Agents, 

(QUBEYN STREET, FREDERICTON, N. B. 

Insurance: 
Merchandize and all Description of Insurable FPro- 

perty at Lowest Rates. 
/ —ALSO— 

COUNTRY DWELLINGS, BARNS, CHURCHES, 
NSCHOOL, HOUSES AND DETACHED 

CITY DWELLINGS 
Taken at Lowest Rates for THREE YEARS. 

None but First Class Reliable Offices Represented. 

Tickets: 
An,we keep the only Railway Ticket Office in the City, 

us & before purchasing elsewhere. 

Tickets to all points in the United States 
and Canada. 

Organs: 
Hole Agents for Wilcox & White's celebrated O y 18, 

ar- know to be 
nted for Six Years, 

Wrapping Paper: 

the cheapest in the market. 

New Brunswick Paper Company's well-known make 
of Wrapping Paper always on hand ; in all sizes at mill 
prices. 

Paper Bags 2 
Nelson's Paper Bags—all Sizes. Liberal Discount to 

the Trade. Country Orders promptly attended to. 

Hard and Soft Coal Always on Hand. 
JOHN RICHARDS & SON, 

MANUFACTURERS’ AGENTS, 
ian. 14 ly 

partion goinge est will find it to their advantage to give 

Fredericton, N. B. 

| The Hutelligencer, 

‘SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON.--—-April 24. 

( For Questions sce Star Quarterly and Lesson Papers. ) 

COVETOUSNESS. 

| DAILY READINGS, 

| M. Covetousness. Luke 12: 13-21. 
{ T. Danger of riches. Luke 18: 18—27, 
W. Covetousness punished. Josh. 7: 1626, 
T. Charge to the rich, 1 Tim. 1: 17-19, 
F. Sin of Gehazi. 2 Kings. 5: 20-27, 
S. Case of Judas. Matt. 26: 20—25, 27: 3-8. 
S. Ananias and Sapphira. Acts 5: 1-13. 

GoLpeN Texr: 
~ Luke 12 : 15. 

"Take heed and beware of coretousness.” 

Luke 12: 13-21. 

Notes axp Hints. 

In the discourse which our Saviour gave soon 
after dining with the Pharisee, he spoke first of 
the hypoerisy so common among that class, 
There was, in the company gathered to hear 
him, a man who had so little appreciation of the 
truths Christ was uttering, and who was so 

taken up with his own private and selfish inter- 
ests, that he interrupted the Saviour’s sermon, 

by asking him to interfere in a dispute between 
his brother and himself in regard to the division 
of an inheritance. Jesus at once turned the ill- 
timed interruption to good account by warning 
the man and all his hearers against the sin of 
covelousness. 

13. One of the company. 
hearer in the crowd. Ile showed his confidence 
in Christ. Too many men are forever planning 
about their worldly affairs, even under the sound 
of the gospel. “The most dangerous form of 
covetousness is that which listens to Christ in 
order to get worldly advantage.” Riddle. 

It was customary to refer all kinds of ques. 

tions to the rabbies, and this man may have 
thought that Jesus had come to set all things | 

right. “ Almost any one is ready to call Jesus 
Master when he thinks he can make something 
by it." — Trumbull. 

14. Man. Plainly a roproof. See Ex. 2: 
14. Moses founded a state, Christ a spiritual 

kingdom. His work was not for a person, or a 
class, but for humanity. “ He must preach 
principles but not decide cases. His kingdom 
was one of spiritual disposition, not of outward 
law. He was the friend of both, the champion 
of neither.” — Robertson. 

15. And he said unto them. *“ The object of 
Jesus in this journey being to take advantage of 
all the providential circumstances which could 
not fail to arise, in order to instruct the people 
and his disciples, he immediately uses this to 
bring before his hearers those solemn truths 
which are called forth in his mind by the unex- 
pected event.” —Godet, . 

Covetousness, * A strong desire of obtaining 
and possessing some supposed good, usually in a 
bad sense.”— Webster. ‘The avaricious desire 
for wealth to hoard it ; the covetous grasp after 

it at the expense of others, not always to save 
it ; one may be covetous and a spendthrift at the 
same time.'-—Goodrich, Life. Not mere ani- 
mal life, but the higher spuitual nature, “A 
man may have his living out of his earthly goods, 

Not a disciple ; a 

but bis life itself he cannot draw from them.” 

— Trench. 

16. Parable. (See p- 28.) Rick man. Suc- 

cessful covetousuess is no better than unsuccess- 
ful, but the rich are more exposed to this sin 
than others. So far as we know his wealth was 
honestly gotten, but he shows no disposition to 
use it except for his own gratification, and that 
mainly by storing it away. His prosperity was 
due to God's blessing on his skilful farming. 

17. He thought. More exactly, “ He talked it 
over with himself.” Wiad shall I do? A 
common trouble with rich men. They do not 
know what to do with their surplus income, 
“ He does not appear as a grasping speculator, | 
but as one whom wealth, by a very natural pro- 
cess, made discontented, anxious and perplexed.’ 

~—Schaff. * This resalt is a good test of covet- 
ousness ; whether a man has little or much, 

when he begins to be tpo anxious about it, he is 

wisusing iv. There is plenty to do with increas 
ing wealth," — Riddle. ; 

| OFFENSES. 
BY BISHOP J. DICKSON, D, D. 

“ It must needs be that offenses come.” The 
| Saviour did not mean by this language that any 
| man is under a necessity to’injure or give of- 
| fense to another. But in a world like this, with 
beings beset with so many infirmities as we, | 

| with dispositions so diverse, and with sin in a | 
| thousand forms around us, it must be lopked 
| for that provocation, in the shape of bad words | 
and bad acts, will come. 

The first duty of the Christian is not to make 
| himself guilty in this respect, “ Woe to that 
| man by whom the offense cometh.” 
| see the necessity of that vigilance the Saviour 
so often and so earnestly inculecated. A good 
many of these offenses come from want of watch- 
fulness. Some of course are intentional A 
man speaks with a view to hurt another ; he 
does something for the same purpose; and 
he feels gratified to know that it does hurt. It 

| is sweet revenge to him, But we would chari- 

| tably believe that this is not commonly so. To 
a thoughtlessness and a too great indifference to 
consequences can these offenses be very often 

traced. How forcible the admonition of the | 
| apostle, “ Give none offense, neither to the Jews, | 
nor to the Gentiles, nor to the church of God : 

even as I please all men in all things, not seek- 
ing mine own profit, but the profit of many, | 
that they may be saved.” But Paul was no 

time-server, no man-pleaser. True, he uttered 

some very offensive truths; for he did not seek 
to please men, but God. He was faithful to 
God, to the truth, and to men. He only pleased 

his neighbor when for his good. 

Many people are too easily offended. They 
see slights and insuits where none are intended. 
They keep themselves in a perpetnal foment, 

and make themselves disagreeable to those 
aronnd thew, “ Charity suffereth long and is 
kind; thinketh no evil ; is not easily provoked.’ 
No wonder the apostle said the greatest of all is | 
charity. I might add here that it is usually 

not the best type ot the Christian that is afflicted 

with this huflishnees, Itisalmost, if not quite as 
bad, to be too ready to take offense as it is to 

give it, 

But what is the duty of a Christian man 

when he has by word or deed offended his neigh- 

bor? Most evidently, to do what lies in his 
power to make wrong right and secure a return 

of peace and good-will. 
Thore are two classes of men who need a 

word of admonition here. The one class never 

take anything back or make any effort to make 
wrongs right. The other class are perpetually 

sinning and repenting ; confessing and resolving 
without any improvement, till it does not 
matter much much what they say or what they 

do. 

We heard it remarked of a man awhile ago. 
that “ he never takes anything back.” Not but 
that he needs to, for he had a rough tongue with 
a good deal of unsatisfied temper-power to run 
it. If it be noble and Christian to confess 
wrongs,—and it is,—how narrow, how unchris- 
tian not to doso., We know that some men are 
oorn bad, unfortunately constituted, and we 

must, of course, have a great deal of charity for 
them. They do well to get even near the line 

of Christian practice. But if it be true as Mr. 

Fletcher says, that “ Grace makes the sourest 
dispositien sweet,” it should surely do some- 
thing to striaghten up these crooked dispositions, 

and make them less hurtful and more agreeable | 

to those around them. 

The other class—the confessing and taking 

back class—are just the opposite of the above. 
“ In many things they offend,” and seem to 
think that confession, even to ‘seventy times | 
seven,” on a day is a rare virtue, and one too 

little cultivated. Confession is a virtue, but it 
is often more than offset by the ease and fre-| 
quency with which the sin is committed. What 
these need is not grace to confess the wrong, but 

grace to keep them from committing the wrong ; 
not grace to restore, but grace to keep. No 
man can hope to build" up a good Christian 
character or have the confidence of the people 

by such a course, 

We have endeavored to make several points 

in the ubove, 
1. That we should as much as in us lieth, 

be careful not to offend any one, 

No room. He might have had room in the 
houses and barns of the poor around him. 

My fruits. He fails to recognize God's in- 
terest in the productions of his farm. 

18. This will I do. As a business man he 
was not a fool. Barns. Most of those spoken | 
of in the Bible were like cisterns dug in the dry 
soil of a hillside, and lined with cement. Grain | 

can be kept for a long time in such places. AU | 
my fruits. All for himself, no thought of God | 
or his fellowmen. “ He would hoard, not use, | 
All were hoarding is tolly."—Abbott. * Thou | 
hast barns,—the bosoms of the poor, the houses | 

of widows, the mouths of intants—these are the | 
barns which will last forever.” — Ambrose. | 

19. Soul. As if he could satisfy his soal | 

by piling up the fruits of his farm. Another] 
proof of his folly. Many years. 
on long life, a further evidence of folly. 
thine ease. ** Indolénce, gluttony, drunkenness 
and licentiousness. In those four things lie 
this man’s conception of life.” — Whedon. 

“ His plans of felicity rise no higher than to 
this satisfying of the flesh, so that there is an 
irony, as melancholy as it is profound, in making 
him address this speech, not to his body, but to 
his soul ; to that soul, which though it is capuble 
of being dragged down into the basest service of 
the flesh, i1mbodied and imbruted, was also 

capable of being informed hy the Divine Spirit, 
and knowing, loving wnd glorifying God.” — 
Trench. 

20. God said unto him. God speaks, and the 
man's plans vanish in a moment. 
No man is wise who is not ready to die to-night. 
Thy soul shall be required. The good man will- 
ingly commits his soul to God ; from the wicked, 
howeverunwilling he may be, it shall be required, 

and no denial will avail. “The mere worldlin 
is torn from the world as the fabled mandrake 

ing roots."—T'rench. Whose shall those things 
be? He can not take them with him. They 
may soon be scattered by his heirs, or by other 
people. One of the miseries of the rich arises 
from the uncertainty as to what will become of 
their property when they are done with it. 

21." So. Foolish and helpless in the hour of 
his sorest need. Js. Now, not will be. He. 
Any one, every one, Layeth up for himself. 
Selfishness is the root of all this man’s misery ; 

his greatest folly. Rick toward God. In pos- 
session of such things as are not left behind at 
death ; God's favor and true spiritual wealth ; 

divine favor, 

THOUGHTS AND APPLICATIONS. 

to preach the Gospel. 
referees. 

Let others be judges and 

sin, and all the more dangerous. 

will. “The poor ye have always with you,” 

act reveals bis own wickedness of heart. 

He counted | words, and kindles the emotions of his hearers 

Take | 

This night, | 

is torn from the earth, shrieking and with bleed- 

vieh in faith, love, good works and the peace of | tite for highly seasoned and fanciful mental 
mind that comes from the consciousness of food, which destroys all relish for simple and 

1. The first business of Christ's ministers is 

2. Covetousness is often a very respectable | 

3. Every man may find barns enough if he 

He that puts a bad construction upon a good 

2. That when we do, through weakness or 
wickedness give such offense, let us hasten to 

make things right, and not let the sun go down 
on our quiet, 

3. Let us be forbearing and forgiving to our 
fellow-men., * Even as God for Christ's sake 
forgave us, so let us forgive one another.” All 
this is necessary to our growth in grace, and to 
our influence for good among those around us. 

SENSATIONAL PREACHING. 
This expression, like many others, is used 

both in a good and in a bad sense, If by sensa 

tional preaching be meant that it is full of relig- 
ious fervor ; if it means that the preacher speaks 

as though eternal destiny depended upon his 

into greater intensity, then it is a good thing. 
| The history of Christianity is the history of such 
| preachers. Peter's sermon on the day of Pente- 
| cost was a sensational sermon. Paul, 48 he 
spoke of Christ and the resurrection, was a sen- 

| sational preacher. Martin Luther in Germany, 
Calvin in Switzerland, Knox in Scotland, Wes- 

ley in England, are a!l examples of this kind of 
sensational preaching. Men of less power 
could never have won for the gospel the victories 
they won. Or if it meant that the sermon is 

| made att active by freshness of thought and 
{ aptness of illustration, then sensationalism is a 

| good thing. The gospel deserves the best we 
have, No one will claim that dullness is a 
virtue, or tediousness a source of power, In so 

far, therefore, as the sensational element in 

preaching is the meaws of stimulating the intel- 
lect, quickening the conscience, influencing the 
will, and drawing men to Christ, it is a most 

praisworthy thing. We want more of this kind 
| of preaching. 

But there is another kind of sensationalism 
| very different from this. When sensational 
preaching means that the preacher depends upon 

| questionable methods, enigmatical announce- 
| ments, cracks merry jokes, or tells droll tales 
| “vo split the ears of the groundlings,” it is no 
{ longer harmless. When the house of God is 
| converted into a theatre, and the solemn wor- 
ship is exchanged for ‘ popular” amusement it 

| deserves severest censure. That sort of preach- 
| ing that depends for its popularity upon quaint 
| and curious texts, fantastic and comical sayings, 
| is more demoralizing than edifying. Sugh sen- 
" sational preaching creates an unhealthy appe- 

wholesome religious instruction. This false 
appetite increases by boing gratified ; and not 
only depraves the spiritual taste, but also 
weakens the intellectual powers. For asthe cater- 
pillar takes the hueof the green cabbageon which 
it lives, so does our mental food color and deter- 
mine our character. The testimony of facts 
amply confirm this opininion, It wouid be easy 
to mention numerous examples of sensational 
preaching where, though the shallow and curious 

ence for awhile, there was no permanent results 

We here 

| been, 

variance with the devil. 

| ance 

have swelled the crowds of the preacher's audi-- 

N. B., FRIDAY, APRIL 15, 188]. 

| ances are like the blaze of a brush-heap, which The Gergesenes are not an extinct race. 
. » » oy ’ S 

| emitsa brief and lurid splendor, bu#soon expires, 
| and leaves only charred embers and dead ashes | can ont of Christiunity. * Give us good society, | 
| behind it. 
| 

crowd 
strength in a preacher. 

| that those who have recourse to such methods 
| have lost faith in the power of the simple, faith- 
ful, pointel preaching of the gospel of Christ to 
win men from sin to holiness und from the power 
of Satan unto God. This kind of thing soon 
wears out. No man, be he ever so fertile in 

| tricks of verbiage, can long find matter suffici- 
ently exciting to satisfy the cravings of the dis- 
eased appetite which he he himself has roused. 

| Such tactics"betray too palpably the self-seeking 
egotiam that prompts en to sacrifice principle 
for the momentary applause of those who prefer 
a quasi-religious entertainment to preaching that 

| probes the conscience and unmasks the deceit- 
fulness of sin. Who is there of ordinary ability 

| that could not guess how many rose from the 
dead when Christ was crucified, or talk big 
thunder about Biblical and historical problems 
concerning which neither he nor his hearers ¢an 
have any definite knowledge! No wise or sober 
man could stoop to beguile men by pandering 
to their vain curiosity, if he could win them by 
the sober words of gospel truth. One of the 
worst results of the bad kind of sensational 
preaching is, that many of the young and imm# 

| ture, who are caught by the specious glitter and 
grotesque humor of those who substitute their 
amusing fancies and baseless calculations for the 
great truths of divine revelation, are left adrift 
without any safe spiritual anchorage, when the 
temporary wave of excitement has subsided. 

Nor is it a small evil that young preachers 
are left to deem the adcption of similar tricks 
necessary to secure large congregations, and 
churches come to regard mere popnlarity with 
the crowd as the one thing needful in a preacher ; 
which covers all defects, and which must be se- 
cured at all hazards, as the best means of out- 
riva.ling other churches. The announcement 
before hand of a subject supposed to have a special 
interest for the public, may be quite legitimate ; 
but, for the professed ambassador of Christ to 
try to attract vulgar curiosity, by announcing 
unmeaning und fantastic themes, is strangely 
out of harmony with the sacredness of his office 
and mission, 

Sensational preaching, therefore, as commonly 
understood, it is bid a for popularity, It means 
gain popularity, honestly if possible, but gain 
it any way. It may be destructive of all 
spiritual affections, in may be but a mushroom 
popularity, it may be contrary to all good ex- 
ample and all scriptural injunctions, but it is 
popular, and that is enough. 

** Bo did not Paul. Direct me to a quip 
Or merry turn in all he ever wrote, 
And I consent you take it for your text, 
Your only one, till sides and benches fail. 
No : he was serious in a serious cause, 
And understood too well the mighty terms, 
That he had taken in charge. He would not stoop 
To conquer those by jocular exploit 
Whom truth and soberness assailed in vain.” 

Guardian. 

NO MIDDLE PLACE. 
There is no middle place between heaven and 

hell. Men go to the one or to the other, acecord- 
ing as their character and hearts on earth have 

There is no compromise between God and the 
devil, and so there can be no neutrality respect 

ing them. God is forever and supremely at 

There is no middle party between God and 
the devil. All men ave divided in their allegi 

between these two, Either a man is on 

God’s side or he is on the side of the devil. He 

cannot be on both sides av the same time ; he 

cannot be on neither side. 

In men's service they are either subject to 
God or they are subject to the devil. No one 

can serve two masters, No one can call both 
God and the devil lord. 

There is no middle place between a sinful and 

a regenerate state. A man is either regenerated 
or he is not. He is either a sinner or he is not. 

A man is not capable of being in a state be 
tween holiness and unholiness. He can be more 

or less sinful and guilty ; he cannot be more or 
less holy or unholy. He cannot be half holy 
and half unholy. 

A man is either on the way to heaven or on 
the way to hell. There is no middle road. No 
man can be on both highways at once. 

There is no medium between pleasing God 
and displeasing Him. With all the good, and 
with all that is good, God is well pleased. With 
all that is not good He is displeased. He is 
never indifferent. He is never pleased and dis- 
pleased inthe same relation, 

We are either good or bad. 
both, 

bad. 

We cannot be 
We cannot be ‘partly good and partly 
We are on one side of the line or we are 

on the other, 
We have either the approbation or the curse 

of God upon us now and prospectively. He does 
not pass us by. He does not bless and curse at 
the same time. 

In morals, things are radical. There is no 

resting-place on the edge of a razor. There are 
no lingering moments between the past and 
the future. The present is not; there is only 
past and future, In the open heavensis no place 
for bodies to be a‘ rest. Men cannot divide 
themselves morally. 

The Bible teaches that there are two destinies 
for man—heaven or hell. To one or the other 
every man goes. 

The Bible teaches that men are either for God 
or they are against Him ; they either work with 
God or they work against Him. 
The Bible teaches that men may deceive them- 

selves and be lost, They way think they are 
for God and doing good service when they are 
in the ranks of the wicked one and destroying 
much good. They may think they are on the 
dividing line, when there is no such thing as a 
moral agent being in such a place—when there 
is no such place. And many that know they 
are not what they ought to be, expect to slip 
into heaven. That is not the way men get to 
heaven. Church Advocate. 

“LET US ALONE 
A more melancholy contrast between the be- 

ginning and ending of a story was never record- 
ed than that found in the last part of the eighth 
chapter of Matthew. 
The whole city coming out to see Jesus, and 

to examine for themselves the great miracle of 
which they had just heard. 
The two men, out of whom the demons had 

been cast, were in their right minds and fitted 
now to return to their desolate families and 
mourning friends and neighbours. The crowd 
doubtless thought this a good work ; but then 
what had become of the swine! Gone tumbling 
to destruction in the sea, and immediately they 
cry out, ‘“ depart from our coast ;” a fitting ac- 
companiment to ths. demon’s cry, “ let us alone.” 
They might have been greatly blessed by the 
visit of Jesus to their coasts ; but sick as they 
are, they beg the only true physician to leave 
them to sufler and die ; starving though they be, 
yet thrust from their very mouths the bread of 

attesting real spiritual progress. Such perform. 

Er —————— T= 

Neither is the temporary popularity of such | 
| pulpit expedients for drawing the fluctuating 

any sign of intellectual or oratorical | 
On the contrary, they 

(are an unmistakable sigh of weakness showing | want the men healed if it can be done without 

| profession. 

| The world to-day wants to get all the profit it 

restrain our children from vice, make our pro- 

perty more secure and valuable, but don’t touch 
our hogs.” 

The general estimate of the world is, that the 
{ “hogs” are worth more than the men. We 

| 
| 

| 

| 

destroying the swine, but if the demons have to 
he fed, give men, and not kogs—for hogs bring 

ready cash. They would rather have the devil 
in men than in the swine. 

| Now, here is a man with a drunken demon in 
him. It may be necessary to cast this demon 
into the bar-room bottles and barrels, and the 
whisky business generally. “ Depart from our 
coast.” “Let us alone,” comes the howl. It is 

a good work to reform the drunkard, if it is not 
done at the sacrifice of our business ; cure him 
if you can, but den't touch our hogs. If the 
devil must be stirred up, confine him to me, and 
“let us alone.” It is the old test the 
relative value of men and swine. 
Then comes the *“ fast horse demon.” Beyond 

all doubt, there is nothing more demoralizing to 
a young man than to be possessed by this demon; 
the associations, influences, practices, all have a 
terrible odor. 

| Now, about the only way to save the boy is 
| to send the demon into the horse, and run him 
| down a very steep place into the sea. * Stop !” 
says the father. “ Make a good man out of my 
boy if you can, but don’t ruin that promising 
horse.” You tell him, “ The demon must go 
somewhere ; ” he concludes that you had better 
“ depart from those coasts.” The horse is saved, 
but the devil is in the boy. The old story, men 

as to 

| THE BIBLE IN ACTION. 
| 

| 

| day is their ignorance of the Bible, and their 

{ Much of the religion of fhe day is based upon 
| tradition and the sayings of those gone before, 
| It is a mere groping and lacks the stability, in 
| telligence, and activity which belong to the 
| Christian life, We need the Bible in action. 
| A Christian life should be nothing more or less 
| than the Bible in action. Speak of walking 
| dictionaries. [et there be walking Bibles. ].et 
every word and deed of the child of God be a 
Bible motion. We should breathe, think, talk, 
and act the word of God at all times 

Jible Christians are strong, intelligent, active, 
useful, and successful. They never fall. They 
are happy, cheerful, courageous, and useful. 
If the world is brought to Christ it will be by 
men and women who breathe the word of God 
and live in its light. They are those who go 
forth knowing that the Master is with them. 
What other assurance have we that he is with 
us than his own word and promise to his disci- 
ples. The continuity of discipleship aud of pro- 
mise must ever be kept in view. What he said 
to the first disciple he says to every one. 

Life is long enough to almost every one to 
enable him to appropriate the word of God, and 
have it at perfect command. It should be food 
for meditation at night and instruction for the 
day. It should he the sword of the Christian 
when assailed by devil or man. It should be 
the weapon for offensive and defensive warfare. 

and a pleasure ? 

or hogs—which? We may be improving tue 
stock of horses, but perhaps it would he well 

enough to inquire, What are we doing for the | 

stock ot boys { 

0, what wretched estimates we muke | What 

is any mans ausiness or fortune, compared to 

the happiness and welfare of a human being 

What would be an extravagant ransom {for our 

immortal spivit 1— Eu, 

nl 

GENUINE REVIVAL. 
1. Conversions may be, and often nie, very | 

sudden, and yet real and lasting. 2. That when 
ever a sinner appears to be truly awakeued, he 
should be pointed % a present Saviour, as in 
Acts xvi, 31, and be exhorted to believe now, 

to venture upon Christ for salvation now, J. 
That there may be a great degree of outward 
agitation of the body, with violent outeries, etc,, 

when sinners are suddenly awakened, and also 
when they find peace ; yea, and much apparent 

| confusion, when the work is of God. This, in 
| deed, seems to be unavoidable, when a great 

| number are suddenly awakened at one time and 
| place, or enabled to rejoice in God our Saviour. 
| There was much of this when Mr, Percival was 
lin York ; great noise and confusion, yet many 
stand to this day, and are ornaments to their 

But it appears to me that many now have 

missed their way in several respects. 1. While 
they pray that God may work in his own way, 
they are not satistied with any way but one. If 

their phraseology, tone of voice, etc., are not 
used, * there is no life’ But 

if any one, let him be who he may, use a favor 
ite expression ina certain way, then the meeting 

|] 
-N0 gooa done, 

begins to be lively. In this we may perceive 

two evils : first, superstition, making that essen 
tial to acceptable devotion which God has not 

He is a Spirit. He is affected 

with neither one form, mode, gesture, expression, 

made essential, 

nor another, but looks into the heart of the wor 

shipper ; if that be right, all is right. Secondly, 
they limit the Holy One of Israel. He delights 

in variety, both in the works of nature and 

grace. | shall never forget a saying of Mr. 
Bramwell—* When I hear two persons pray, 
etc., alike, I always suspect mimicry.” 

2. Many are too hasty in urging persons to 
say they believe, and are happy. Many who 

never were awakened have been hurried into 
something which has been called justification | 

and sanctification, lor awhile they run about 
to meetings, and their minds have been in a 
strange ferment ; and by-and-by, when the pa: 
oxysm has subsided, they have concluded there 
i8 nothing in religion ; they have cast off the 
profession of it, and the wicked have been hard- 

ened thereby. I have had abundant proof of 
this again and again. These things greatly in 
jure the cause of God. Many who are exceed- 
ingly active in this way are truly pious ; if their 
zeal and fervor were under the direction of wis- 
dom and prudence, they might be very useful, 
They would be careful not to urge those 10 be- 

lieve who are not truly awakened, and -such as 
are prepared to receive gospel blessings would be 

helped. 7'he Rev. Joseph Entwisle 

PORCUPINE CHRISTIANS. 
Are there any professors of religion wha de- 

serves such a name! A recent writer speaks 
of “ porcupine Christians,” bristling all over 

AN EDUCATED MINISTRY. 
An educated ministry is the demand of the 

times. We have no heart to resist a claim 
so natural and so proper. We have no temp- 
tation to cater to any unreasonable prejudice, 
if such could exist, against education as a 
means of efficiency and useful influence in onr 
pulpits or elsewhere. Far from it. On the con- 
trary, let us educate to the full extent of our 
opportunity the young men entering upon the 
work in the ministry in the perilous and critical 
period which this particular crisis of our cen- 
tury marks ; and let us who are already in the 
midst of our work recognize that the whole 
strength of our lives is but a continuous oppor 
tunity of our neverending education. Only 
let us pot put a value on education, either in 
ourselves or in others, that it will not bear. A 
ministry may be carefully, critically, technically 
correct, it may be intellectually strong, and yet in 
absence of spiritual power and fruit be a naked 
and miserable failme. A preacher may have 
immense thought-power and severe culture, and 
and withal may preach the truth as it is in 
Jesus and yet prove a pigmy, so far as the re- 
sults of preaching go, besides some stalwart giant, 
who with less intellect, and much less culture, 
has yet the authority of the Holy Ghost to 
speak what he knows, and to speak it with 
power. The more the educatien the better for 
us all, provided always that education is made 
auxiliary to the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
or in other words, provided education is consti 
tuted the handmaid of religio). We can con 
ceive of but few greater mistakes than the church 
undervaluing education in her ministry, and one 
of these is in her overvaluing it. She does this 
to the extent that she encourages culture at the 
expense of piety and spiritual power,—Southern 
Christian Advocate. 

THE PICNIC AT NIAGARA. 
BY MRS 1. MCONAUGHY. 

A merry picnic party were once spending the 
day at Niagara Falls. They had viewed the 
mighty cataract from the best standpoints and 
gstheved their little souvenirs of the spot, and 
when evening came were gathered again on 
board their little steamer for a return trip. As 
they passed out of Chippewa Creek and entered 
the Niagara River they found they had not 

enough steam to make headway against the 

Slowly and steadily the vessel was 
borne the other way, and ten miles off was the 
terrible, roaring falls ! 

current 

There was not a moment 
Every instant the “ draw” downwards 

grew stronger. 

to lose 

There was not fuel enough to 
make a quick fire which should raise the steam 

a dreadful mo to the needful degree. It was 

ists. There seemed no chance of rescue, unless 
a miracle should be wrought to save them. 

bravest turned pale and 
tremoled, and hearts were lifted up in paayer 
that had seldom pray ed befor, 

The strongest and 

At that fearful moment the engineer be 
thought him of the ail with which he lubricated 
the machinery. In an instant it was thrown into 
tne fire, and it blazed up with intense heat. More 
and more was added until the wheel began to 
turn move rapidly. Then came a little pause, 
as though two glants wele struggling for the 

mastery, and then there was a little onward 

with the sharp quills of prejudice. bigotry, cen 
soriousness, exclusiveness, and all manner of 
unloving things, and further says: “1 have per 
sonally come in contact with more than one 
porcupine Christian.” So have we. Sometimes, 
even when making the most friendly overtures, 
we have discovered bristling quills. Chronically 
combative, many people so habitually assume 
the offensive, that their fellow Christians soon 

come to dread association with them, and their 

unaminble attitude exites fears which repel ad 
vances, and make it perilous to meet them. If 
approached, it must be very warily, or up fly 

their quills, und, vo avoid harm, it is found pru 

dent to keep them at a distance. They weet 
every cpinion and measure with a sharp eriti- 
cism, and dissent from every view and plan 

which they have not originated. While show 
ing no disposition to affiliate with others, they 
are continually complaining of want of love in 
the church, and instead of showing any sympa 
thy with their brethren in christian work, they 
manage to embarrass and obstruct every benevo 
lent enterprise with objections to plans or with 
their chronic carping, 

These “ poreupine Christians’ are especially 
annoving to their pastors, We heard one, only 
recently, refer ring to a not uncommon experience 
among ministers, who, upon making a call, met 
with oneofthisclass. Instead of acordial welcome, 
such as a spiritual shepherd might expect from 

one of his fold, Lie came upon a “ fretful porcu- 
pine,” and, with quills bristling up, he had to 
hear the savcastic remark, “1 supposed you bad 
forgotten I was « member of the church.” We 
were not surprised that, with the impression 
made by such a veception, this pastor was led 
to say that he did not “ hanker” “0 make many 
or lengthy visits to such people. We have too 
many of these ** porcupine Christians” in our 
churches. Baptist Weekly. 

Campiomisas in some things may be good ; but 
compromises with worldliness neter secure satis 
factory result: There will be a disappoint. 
ment. That which is meant to operate as a 
spirit of conciliation only excites distrust and 
contempt. There is a better way of success ; 
and that is, to stund squarely and firmly on the 
side of truth and right, as interpreted in the 

life. light of the infallible standard of God's word. 

mevewent, then a stroke further, and they saw 
that the danger was passed —they were steam 
ing steadily away from the falls towards home 
and safety | Don’t you think that was a happy 
moment ! Do you wonder that all knelt upon 
the deok while one offered up thanksgiving 
aloud to the great (iod who had delivered them ? 

Yet so many are going down more dangerous 
rapids, singing, laughing, and dancing on their 
way, never believing a word any one whispers 
about the cataract below ' It is not one or two, 
but whole boatloads of young people. Some 
started on an excursion on last New Year's day, 
as they sipped the pleasant grape-juice in bril- 
liant paalors, filled with so much grace and beauty 
it seemed impossible that any danger could lurk 
there, 

There is only ane way of safety, and that is 
by heading entirely the other way, Just as 
sure as you tamper with the danger you will 
find the current grow stronger and stronger until 
it bears you down to destruction. 

TEE — Ta—_——— 

SAVING FAITH, 
After Christ's discussion with Simon, the 

Pharisee, respecting the loving conduct of the 
“woman that was a sinner,” he tenderly dis 
missed the woman by saying : “Thy faith has 
saved thee : goin peace.” Jesus had put her love, 
tears and benevolent anointing of his feet in 
striking and beautiful contrast with the Phari- 
see's treatment of him. She had heard the com- 
mendations. They might have praved her rain. 
The Pharisee depended upon his good deeds. 
She might have misunderstood Jesus. How he 
guards her against that danger. His words 
were as much as to say, after all the commen 
dations, “ Not your love, not your tears, not 
your humility, not your wiping wy feet with 
your beautiful hair, not our Bs wpon my 
feet bestowed, not your alabaster-box of preci- 
ous ointment saved you. There is no merit in 
these. Thy faith hath saved thee.” This les- 
son needs to be repeated in our day. Many 
imagine that because they go regularly to church, 
because they publicly testify whenever an oppor- 
tunity is offered, and because they fill up the re. 
quirements of the church therefore they are 
saved. Commendable as gll this may truly be, 
it has no merit, Christ would sy, “ Thy faith 
hath saved thee.” 

The great weakness of the Christians of to- | 

{ want of ability to use this sword of the Spirit. | 

What can be done to make Bible-study a reality 

WHOLE No. 1419. 

| REWARDS OF GRACE, 
The Duke of Burgundy was waited upon by a 

| poor man, a very loyal subject, who brought him 
a very large root which he had grown. He was 

{ @ very poor man indeed, and every root he grew 
in his garden was of consequence to him ; but 
merely as a loyal offering he brought to his 
prince the largest his little garden produced. 
The prince was so pleased with the man’s evident 
loyalty and affection that he gave him a very 

| large sum. The steward thought “ Well, I see 
this pays ; this man has got £50 for his large 
root ; I think I shall make the Duke a present. 
So he bought a horse and he reckoned that he 
should have in return ten times as much for it 

| as itéwas worth, and he presented it with that 
| view. The Duke, like a wise man, quietly ac 
| cepted the horse, and gave the greedy steward 
| nothing. That was all ay “ Well, here 
18 a Christian man, and he gets rewarded. He 
has been giving to the poor, helping the l.ord’s 
Church, and, see, he is saved : 

SO YOu say 

the thing pays. 
LT shall make a little investment.” Yes. but vou 
see the steward did not give the horse out of any 
idea of loyalty and kindness and love to the 
Duke, but out of very great love to himself, and 
therefore had no return; and if you perform 

| deeds of charity out of the idea of getting to 
heaven by them, why it is vourself you are 
clothing. All your virtue is not virtue, it is 
rank selfishness, it smells strong of self-hood. and 
Christ will never accept it ; you will never hear 
him say “ Thank you” for it Spergeor 

A TRUE INCIDENT. 
On board the ill-fated steamer Sewanhaka was 

one of the Fisk University singers. Before 
leaving the burning steamer and committing 
himself to the merciless waves, he carefully fas. 
tened upon himself and wife life preservers. 
Some one cruelly dragged away that of the wife, 
leaving her without hope, except as she could 
cling to her husband. This she did, placing her 
hands firmly on his shoulders, and, resting there 
until her strength becoming exhausted, she said 
“1 can hold on no longer !” “Try a little long 
er,” was the response of the wearied and agoniz 
ed husband ; “let us sing ‘Rock of Ages.” ” And 
as those sweet strains floated over those troubled 
waters, reaching the ears of the sinking and 
dving, little did they know those sweet singers 
of Israel, whom they comforted. 8; 

But lo! after another of 
those exhausted ones were seen raising their 

as they sang, one 

heads above the overwhelming waves, joining 
with a last effort in this sweet, dying, pleading 
prayen 

** Reck of Ages, cleft for me, 

Let me hide myself in Thee 

With the song seemed to come strength ; another 
and yet another was encouraged to renewed 
effort. Soon in the distance a boat was seen ap 
proaching ! Singing still, they tried, and soon 

ment to these two or three hundred excursion- | 

with superhuman strength laid hold of the life 
boat, upon which they were borne in safety to 
land. This is no fiction ; it was related hy the 
singer himself, who said he believed Toplady's 
sweet ‘ Rock of Ages’ saved many another be 
sides himself and wife.” Western. 

—— 

DEAF TO AN ALARM.-—Not many years ago, a 
student in Princeton Seminary desiring to rise 
early in the morning, oought an alarm clock, 
For a few days it worked well. But one morn 
ing, after being aroused by itsalarm, he turned 
over and went to sleep again. Ou subsequent 
mornings the clock failed to awake him. He 
placed it under the head of his bed in close 
proximity to his ear. Then it awoke him till 
the next time he disobeyed its summons : ever 
afterwards it was a failure. He slept through 
its call with perfect regularity. Yet, 0: the 
other hand, many a mother wakes on the fiintest 
voice of her child, and many a watcher on tl 
slightest movement of the patient. They have 
trained themselves to heed such calls In like 
manner the conscience way be deaderad or f 

1e 

train 

ed. let the Christian disregard its voice and 
soon it will be unable arouse him at al I. 

him carfully heed its faintest remonstrance, and 
it will become to him a most valuable mentox 
Take good care of YOUur conscience 

delicate apparatus 

IL 1S 4 most 

(Christin f) 

RANDOM READINGS. 
No poem is as glorious as a Christian lif: 

He who labors for mankin | has already begun g - 
his immortality 

Man's life is a stale of probation : a school of 
training for eternit: 

Accordingly as men sow in this life ! » will 
they reap in the life to come 

He 18 the only rich man in the world w ho has 
learned to be content with what he has 

Heaven's gates are not so highly arched as 
princes’ palaces ; they that enter there must go 
upon their knees, 

Never reflect on a past action which was done 
with a good motive, and with the be t 

: : of dg 
ment at the time 

. He who is fulse to present duty break s A thread 
in the loom, and will find the flaw when he may 
have forgotten its cause : 

Every person has two educations—one w hich 
he receives from others, and one, wore import 
ant, which he gives himself, 

The body of our prayer is the sum of ou 
duty ; and, as we must ask of God whatsoever 
we need, so we must watch and labor for all that 
we ask, 

There scarce can be named one quality that 
1s amiable in a woman that is not becoming in 
& Inan, not excepting even modesty and gentle- 
ness of nature 

Sinners convinced must be encouraged, and 
that which is broken must be bound up ; they 
must be told that, though their case is sad. it is 
not desperate ; there is hope for them. 

Wit loses its respect with the good when seen 
iu company with malice ; and to smile at a jest 
which plants a thorn in another's breast, is to 
become a principal in the mischief, 

There is this special value in a life like Jacob's 
that it shows how much God's grace oan make 
of the very poorest material. The wean Jacob 
became the mighty Israel, a prince with God 

Bring your cares to God by praying in the 
morning ; spread them before him, and then 
make it appear all the day, by the composure 
and cheerfulness of your spirit, that you left 
them with him, ! 

A» The surest method of ariving at a knowledge 
of God's eternal purposes about us is to be 
found in the right use of the present moment. 
Each hour comes with some little fagot of God's 
will fastened upon its back.” —F. W. Faber. 

Good words do more than hard speeches ; as 
the sunbeams without any noise will make the 
traveller oast off his cloak, which all the bluster- 
ing winds could not da, but only make him head 
it closer to hiw. 


