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Holiday Inducements ready.
Write or call on Bearry, Washington, N. J. dec 91y

J ohn——R_icha,rds & Soh;

General Insurance and Ticket Agents,
QUEEN STREET, FREDERICTON, N. B.

Insurance -

Merchandize and all Description of Insurable Pro-
perty at Lowest Rates,

—ALSO—

COUNTRY DWELLINGS, BARNS, CHURCHES,
SCHO0OL-HOUSES, AND DETACHED
CITY DWELLINGS

Taken at Lowest Rates for THREE YEARS.
None but First Class Reliable Offices Represented.

Tickets-:
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Tickets to all points in the United States
and Canada.
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Bole Agents for Wilcox & White’s celebrated Organs,
acknowledged to be the cheapest in the market, %
ranted for Siz Years.

Wrapping Paper:
New~ Brunswick Paper Company’s well-known make

of Wrapping Paper always on hand ; in all sizesat wmill
pricea.
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Var-

Paper Bags.

Nelson's Paper Bags—all Sizes,
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Country Orders promptly attended to.

Hard a d Soft Coal Alwayso Hand.
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MANUFACTURERS' AGENTS
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WM. JENNINGS,
MERCHANT TAILOR,

OULD invite special attention to his splendid
Stock of Goods for Fall and Winter wear, in

OVERCOATINGS, SUITINGS,
TROUSERINGS AND VESTINGS.

It comprises all the Novelties of the Season, and is by
far the largest Stock of the Best Goods in the City.

&% Perfect satixfnctiun.gunranteed, and no garment
allowed te leave the premises unless satisfactory.

WM. JENNINGS,
Corner Queen St. and Wilmot's Alley,

mar 14—oct, 21--1y. Freprricron, N. B.
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Books of Devotion, Prayer and Praise,
Baptist Hymn and Tune| Church Hymns. Presby-
00 terian Psalms
Service of Song. Church Services, Prayer
Pealmist. Psalmody. Books.
Birth Day Books.

TEXTS FOR EVERY DAY IN THE YEAR.
M. 8, HALL,

()p[u.mite Normal School,
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STEAM

JOB PRINTERS,
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Blank Book Manufacturers.
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( For Questions sce Star Quarterly and Lesson Papers. )

THE PHARISEES ANSWERED

SUNDAY SOHOOL LESSON.—Jan.

DAILY READINGS.

M. The Pharisees answered, Mark 2: 18-28;: 3:
1--b.

T. An acceptable fast. Isa. 58 : 1--10.

W. The law of the Sabbath. Exod, 20 : 811,

T. Isaiah on the Sabbath. Isa. 58: 10—14.

F. The Pharisees complain, Luke 6 : 1—11.

8. The Pharisees reproved.

Luke 13: 1017
S. The Pharisees enraged.

John §: 1--18,

GoLDEN TeXxT. —'* Remember the Sabbath day to hkeep it
holy.” Exod. 20: 8.

Mark 2: 18—-28; 3: 1--0
{ Revised Vergion. )

And John’s disciples and the Pharisees
were fasting : and they come and say unto
him, WhydoJohn’sdisciples and the disciples
of the Pharisees fast, but thy disciples fast not?
19 And Jesus said unto them, can the sons of

the bride-chamber fast, while the bride
groom is with them ? as long as they have
the bridegroom with them, they cannot
20 fast. But the days will come, when the
bridegroom shall be taken away from them,
21 and then will they fast in that day. No
man seweth a piece of undressed cloth en an
old garment : else that which should 6ll it
up taketh from it, the new from theold, and
22 & worse rent is made. And no man putteth
new wine into old wine-skins : else the wine
will burst the skins, and the wine perisheth,
and the skins : but they put new wine into
fresh wine-skins.

And it came to pass, that he was golng on
the Sabbath day tLrunyh the cornfields; and
his disciples began, as they went, to pluck
24 the ears of corn. And the Pharisees said
unto him, Behold, why do they on the Sab-

18

23

said unto them, Did ye never read what
David did, when he had need, and was an

206 bath day that which is not lawful? And he !

[ theory that the patient is really cured by his

FAITH-CURE.

“The prayer of faith shall save the sick,”
says St. James, and the history of the church
®om the apostolic day to this proves the saying
true. In almost every Christian community
| there are instances, known to them who have
spiritual insight, althoagh ignored or explained
awny by others, where Christ has revealed to
them who have eyes to see that He has healing
| power upon the body us well as upon the soal.
Yet it is to be tully and clearly admitted that it
is as impossible to prove scientifically that a
given case of sickness has been healed by prayer,
as to demonstrate that it has been cured by any
| particular medicine or coarse of medical treat-
| ment ; for it is always puis“viv for the objector
| to say that the patient would bave recovered in
| the one case without the prayer, and in the

| other without medicive or medical treatment.
We haveas much proof that prayer cures as that
any given medicine cures, but we can have no
more. And again, just as the cures effected by

{a whole school of medical practitioners arve
{ commonly accounted for by a rival school on the

| own imagination, or “ will-power,” so, absurd as |
| it sometimes is, the same theory will be used to

explain cures by the prayer of faith.

But it is not God’s will to heal all the sick, or
even all the Christian sick, for, if it were, Chris
tian men would never Jdie. It is true that the

| time will come, when men will die no more, but

|
!
i
|
i
|
|
|
|

hungered, he, and they that were with him ?
26 How he entered into the house of God when ‘
Abiathar was high priest, and did eat the
shewbread, which it is not lawful to eat ‘
save for the priests, and gave also to them
27 that were with him? And he said unto |
them, The Sabbath was made for man, and |
28 not man for the Sabbath : so that the Son |
of Man is lord even of the Sabbath,
8 And he entered again into the synagogue;
and there was a man there which had his {
2 hand withered. And they watched him,
whether he would heal him on the Babbath
3 day ; that they might accuse him. And he
saith unto the man that had his hand with-
4 ered, Stand forth. And he saith unto them,
Is it lawful on the Sabbath day to do good,
or to do harm ? to save a life or to kill? Bat
5 they held their peace. And when he had
looked round about on them with anger,
being grieved at the hardness of their heart,
he saith unto the man. Stretch forth thy
hand. And he stretched it forth : and his
hand was restored.

Torics, ——Complaining Pharisees
Sabbath work.

Nores aNp Hints.

Connecting Link.—It is the opinion of Caunon
Cook that Matthew's feast was given on one of the
two weekly fast-days observed by the Pharisees,
but not required by law. Thus the question of
fasting came up.
Fasting, as a religious observance, has been
taught and practiced under nearly all the relig
ions of mankind. It is regarded as a sign of
penitence and humiliation, and as a weans of
promoting spirituality and true piety. Only
one fast-day was required by the Jewish law,
the day of Atoncment, but others were some-
times appointed, or kept voluntarily., The
Pharisees fasted on Mondays and Thursdays.
The usual mode of keeping the day was by go-
ing without food from sunrise till sunset, and
giving more time to prayer than on other days.
1. Complaining Pharisees. The Pharisees
were ever ready to find fault with Jesus and
his disciples. They had never been especially
friendly to Jobn, but when they noticed that
his disciples practiced fasting while Jesus' dis-
ciples did not, they made the course of the latter
the occasion of u fresh complaint. “ Why do
the disciples of John and Pharisees fast,
but thy disciples fust not 1" said they. With
them fasting was a ceremonial observance, Its
essence consisted in the abstinence from food.
It was not required by their law, except upoan
the day of Atonement. They made, or at
tempted to make, a virtue of it, by fasting twice
a week., It seemed to them very strange that
a religious reformer, like Jesus, should neither
practice it himself nor enjoin it npon his diseci
ples. When the question was raised by them,
Jesus in a few pithy sentences, taught them, or
would bave tanght them, if they could have
understood his language, that he had introduced
a new dispensation, the spirit of which was so
different from the old, that the two could, in no
way, be mingled and united

2. Sabbath work. The remainder of this
lesson contains an account of two incidents in
the life of oar Saviour, in which he, by example
and precept, sets clearly forth his doctrine of
observance of the Sabbath. That institution is
older than the Mosaic law ; older than the Ten
Commandments. It was established by Jehovah
in the Garden of Eden. Moses found it in ex-

of the

BLANK BOOKS

RULED, PRINTED AND BOUND TO ANY
PATTERN AND STYLE.

THEY HAVE FURNISHED THEIRPRINTING
OFFICE AND BOOKBINDERY WITH
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First Class Machinery

AND MATERIALS,

AND ARE PREPARED TO DO ALL KINDS OF
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Old Books Rebound.
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Barnes & Co.,
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Your Name %"¢%10c
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istence and, acting under divine guidance, gave
it the sanctiun of his authority and a place in his
code of laws. Plainly enoengh, if it is assumed
that the Mosaic laws were set aside by the
coming of Christ, the law for Christians is to be
found in the teachings and practice of our
Saviour himself. This is briefly summed up by
Dr. Meredith as follows :

“ Our Lord teaches that that the Sabbath law
does not forbid (1) The work of the sanctuary
(Matt. 12: B, 6), (2) Works of necessity (vs. 25,
26,) (3) Works of mercy to man or beast.” The
Sabbath was wmade for man, to promote his
highest interests, and that is the truest Sabbath-
keeping which best serves that great end

THOUGHTS AND APPLICATIONS.

1. Fasting is not a sure sign of piety.
2. The absence of Chrlst is a canse
for mourning.

3. The Holy Spirit must have a clean heart

to dwell in.

for

TOPICS FOR THOUGHT AND STUDY,
1. The Church is the bride of Christ.

2. Christ's relation to Jewish ordinances.

Ox LastexiNG To EviL Reports,—The longer
I live the more I feel the importance of adher-
ing to the rules I have laid down for myself in
relation to such matters :

1. To hear as little as possible to the preju-
dice of others.

2. To believe nothing of the kind till I am
absobutely forced to it.

3. Never to drink into the spirit of one who
circulates an ill report.

4. Always to wmoderate, as far as I can,
the unkindnes which is expressed towards oth-
ers.

6. Always to believe that, if the other side
were heard, a very different account waould be
given of the matter.—Carus’ “ Life of Simeon.”

T T

Surive to win the esteemi rather than excite
the quvy of your neighbor. by the seltish display
of possessions which you know they do not
possess, and with which you yourself would not
be blessed but for the goodness of Him who

loves not selfishness.

| the world,

{ily, a community, and even a generation, with

| every Christian community.

| with death time itself will also cease.

At pre
sent, not only death, but sickness also, is good
for us as a race. In this sinful condition, not
only do we need the chastisement of sickness, |
ourselves, the wisest and the best of us,—and |
even where not needed for our own moral growth |
it is needed to heal the Christian virtues, such |
as fuith and patience, and others—but, more |
deeply considered, the Christi w's sufferings are,
like those of his Master, although at an iufinite

distance, atoning sufferings for a sinful race
Like his Redeemer, he suffers for the good of

The gold of character is revealed to

| a doubting world in the furnace of aflliction

How many a saffering soul has enriched a fam

the priceless jewels of fuith and hope and love ! |
There are reminisceuces of such golden souls in
Christ could easily |
have delivered His apostles from the sword and
the lions and the tires of persecuting Rome, bat ]
He did not. It was by their martyrdom that
their faith and patience and love were revealed |
for the uplifting of the world. In this weakness |
of theirs God’s almighty strength was revealed
Ave there no heroes and martyrs in the church |
to-day ! Fever, consumption, paralysis, may be
for us what the sword, the flame, and the 2ross|
were to them. Shall the nineteenth-contury
Christian be above the apostles? Shall we not
suffer Lo save men as well as our Master |

Yet, as “ no affliction for the present seemeth
to be joyous, but grievous,” we naturally long
to be freed from pain and weakness. The best
and bravest men wonld rather glorify God by
strength than by weakness, by soccess than
by failure, by health and wealth and popu
larity rather than by sickness aud poverty and
persecution. And so the best of Christians,
while they pray, “ Not my will, but Thine be
done,” yet pray for deliverance from pain of
body and spirit, hoping that such deliverance is
the Father's will. Yet since, notwithstanding
this instinctive shrinking from pain of all kinds, it
is so clearly for the sufferer’s personal good, it
must ever be left to infinite goodness and wis
dom to decide whether in any givencase a particu-
lar pain, weakness, or sickness should be de-
livered. Ouly the Mind that surveys all things
and comprehends the needs of all beings—their
real as well as apparent needs—can make this
decision

But there are times when the Christian who
lives near to God is intrusted with some of the
secrets of bis counsels and feels assured that it
is God’s will that he receives certain definite
temporal blessings—relief from pain, deliverance
from trouble, cure of sickness for himselt
others.

and
But this confident assurance, this un
conditiona] faith in regard to temporal blessings,
although it is the result and reward of loving
submission to God's will, yet is only an ocea-
sional state of mind, not to be looked for, even
by the most favored Christians, in all emergen-
cies, but it is a special bestowal of God's good-
ness and love. It is a “ gift,” as we think Dr.
Steele has clearly shown, which God in his wis-
pom bestows on whom he will. Many eminent
Christians never have experiences of this
kind, and it is also sometimes bestowed on those
whom we should not select as recipients of ex
traordinary manifestations of God’s favor. But
God seeth not as man seeth. Gifts of healing,
like the gift of tongues, are wonderful, and
therefore seem greatly desirable ; but they are
not the “ hest gifts” which we should most ear-
nestly “ covet.” Love is the endowment that
outshines all these gifts, for it furnishes the
“ more excellent way” by which gifts may be
blest to the recipient and to all others. And
love is not a special gift, but a universal bless-
ing, and universal duty. Love, which takes the
sting out of all pains, makes all hurdens light,
dispels all clouds, and draws us nearest to the
divine and suffering Lord, who, though he heal-
ed the sickness of others and called the dead
from their graves, yet was Hiwself “a man of
sorrows,” a sufferer of pain and death. Can we
ask higher honor, higher joy, than to be as
Christ, the Captain of our salvation? Yet, at
a thought of His, infinite help would have come.
Twelve legions of waiting angels gazed in amaze-
ment npon his sorrow. But love gave Christ &
divine joy in pain. How easy, how joyous to
suffer for those we love !

It is for our soul’s good, for our friends’ good,
for the world’s good, that in this respect we fol-
low our Master's steps. But, though we know
80 well that. spiritual is above temporal good,
that the soul is more than the body, and the in-
terests of all more than the interests of one,
yet, while in the agony of pain, deliverance ever
seems & thing to be greatly desired, and our per-
sonal sorrow may for the moment outweigh the
interests of a world. Yet reason shows us at
once that if we are more anxious for the bodies
of our sick friends than for their souls, more
desirous to be relieved from the present pain
than to receive for ourselves or our friends
what God sees to be our highest good, we are
not in a state to pray acceptably. How often
after some great sorrow is past do we see that
we were smitten in love ! Then it became clear
that God refused to grant our desire in wisdom
and in goodness. Such experiences are common
with those who are seeking the highest good
for themselves and for those they love. How
true we then find the apostolic words, ““ We
know not what we should pray for as we ought !”
But it is added, “ The Spirit Himself wmaketh
intercession for us” (through the prayers, wheu
led by the Spirit) “ with groanings that cannot
be uttered.”

Here now we have the true attitude of the
soul in acceptable prayer. Iun the first place
there is a humble confession of ignorance as
to our real and deepest wants, and then
a patient waiting to learn what they are from
the Spirit that broods ever over the soul in gen-
uine prayer. “ We know not how to pray as we
ought (Revised Version), confesses that we are

| expecting more special suggestions of the Spirit.

| praver is an important branch of this subject ;

| Herald.

| making a sort of compromise to the holy Father

| himi, and in his case, as in many

| Jesuits,

| Holy See with the Kingdom of Italy.
| him from Jesuit persecution, a fact which was

| 0 notorious that a popular caricature in Rome
| represented Curci as a sheep borne on the protect-

| doors of monasteries or the vicar-houses of the

proper matter and wmanner of prayer. At our [ conviction, and is too old to fight the fierce bat- i'CHRIST DEALING WITH INQUIRERS, "

best we are obviously too weak, too shortsighted,
teo selfish, to undertake the government of
a world—certainly this is self-evident; and,
since the interests of all men are interwoven
with ours, to absolutely divect God’s action in
any wmatter is virtnally to govern the world.
But this ignorance, so far from crushing us into
helpless despair, is the very spring of hepe and
strength. “ We know not,” but eternal Wisdom

. 3 3 !
fully knows, and eternal Goodness, revealed at

the wondrous cross, yearns to give us just what
we need. Our conscious ignorance and selfish-
ness drive us to eternal Wisdom and Love, |
Waiting before the cross, we feel that His wis- |
dom is to be fully trusted as to what is best for |
us in the pressing emergency that is apon us, |
and so we wait in patient faith (o see what de- |
' sires He may suggest to us by the Spirit. Often |
| the only prayer that the spirit whispers is the |
prayer of our suffering Master, *“Thr will be
| done.” We may wait for hours, for days, foryears,
before the Throne, and marmuronly this single
prayer, not presuming to specify farther, humbly

But even when thus led through darkness, we
may have the assurance that we are led wisely
and lovingly, and in these few ,\implu words
may find peace, victory, and eveun triumph.
Jesus prayed, “ If it be possible, let this cup
pass from Me ;” and yet it was not possible, for
he drank the cup to its utmost bitterness ; and
can we expeet always to know what is best for
us ?

The use of natural means in connection with |

but have no space to consider it here.—Zion's

YET ANOTHER CAMPELLO IN ROME.

I'he venerable ex-Jesnit,
crossed the Ruabicon

Father Curci, has
indeed. He succeded in
in regard to his famous book on the “ Modern
Conflict,” so that it was not placed on the /ndex
Erpurgatorius, but the Jesuits never forgave
other recent
ones, the Black Pope in the General of the
was stronger than the White Pope
of the Vatican., Notwithstanding the fact
that he had faithfully served the Order for forty-
two years, and had founded, and for a time
edited, that most Papal of all Papal sheets, the
Civilta Cattolica, he was ruthlessly cast out
upon the world because he dared openly to re
commend the necessity of a reconciliation of the

Leo XIII. endeavored for a time to protect

ing shoulders of the Pope, while the Jesuits as
growling mastiffs were'following in the rear.
For several years Curci has lived under the
bauner of unlhun'_\. and suffered the bitterest |
ostracism from all institutions under the control
or influence of the Jesuits, being driven from post
to pillar, as he says, like a mangy dog from the

villages, until he was placed in a state of almost
isolation from his Church, and Lis lifelong com
panions and his social relations

Such treatment naturally gave him an insight |
into the real character of those who persecuted
him, and a rich experience for his recent work
on “ New Italy and Old Zealots,” which cut the
Gordian knot that so long bound him to an un-
grateful Church and Order. This valuable work
gives us a clear insight into many things in re- |
gard to the real convictions of the late Pope and ?
the present one ; and Curei knew them both as

well as any living man, being an intimate and

lifelong friend of Pius 1X., and friend and coun i
gelor of Leo XII1I. He aflirms that Pius IX

repeatedly acknowledged it to be his personal
conviction that the temporal power was irrevo-
cably lost to the Papacy, but Pios was not a
man to break away from the influence of flat-
terers or the tyranny of the Papal Curia and
Camanilla,

According to Curei, the present occapant of
the Papal chair is & very different man, and in
many points the counterpart of his predecessor

He comes to his conclusions only atter ripe re

flection, but he will willingly yeld these to the
opinion of the majority, and this yielding dispo
sition is the ruin of the present Pope who
is mainly sarrounded bgethe
former ruler, who uml\u‘! article of faith out
of the temporal power. Before his election
Pecci was inclined toward peace with Italy, and
shortly after was on the point of issuing an Ency- |
clical to that purport, which several persons had |
seen and read ; but the unanimous opposition of
the Cardinals condemned this peaceful document
to the waste-basket, ’l‘hns, uucul‘ding to Cuarei,
the Pope does not rule in the Vatican, The real
rulers ave these irreconcilables behind the scenes,
and their weapons are the clerical press of Rome,
which in turn control the words and policy of a
large portion of the provincial sheets, And the
power of these organs is largely gained by the
anonymous character of al! their articles which
are supposed to be inspired by some mysterious
authority emanating either from the Ovder of
the Jesuits or the Holy Father.

With such management it is quite natural
Father Curci should make * Reform” his talis
man in this work on * Ancient Zealots.” And
he touches the matter carvefully, because he
knows that any real reform must commence from
above. The Pope should remain the Primate
of honor and judisdiction over the entire Church,
but the unwholesome centralization of Catholic
ism should cease. The Bishops should®not be
wholly in the power of the Pope,and therefore his
creatures, but rather the servantis of God and the
caretakers of their dioceses, and should not be
subject to removal at the mere will of the Pon
tiff ; and there should be no oracle from Rome
coming as & “ higher law.”

The next new feature is the increasing ignor-
ance of the lower classes, Curci maintains that |
for decades no theological work worthy of the
name has proceeded from the Catholic Church.
and the reason of this lies in the training of the !
priests’ seminaries, which turn out all the stu- |
dents on exactly the same fixed and unalterable
pattern. He would have these institutions ac
cept the wiser programme recommended by the |

creatures of lhui
|
|

studies. But the last great blow which wounds
8o deeply is the unheard-of recommendation to
Catholic ears, that the Bishops, according to an
cient Christendom, should be chosen by their
congrogation and clergy.

1t is needless to say that this venerable and

ling send this work out into the world. He
knew that the dreaded Index bhangs like a
Damocles sword over men and books that are
inconvenient to the ‘“ zealots,” and with a touch

ing prayer he begged that God would let his
angel extend his protecting wings over it. But
though Curci wrote it with trembling fingers,
and one foot in the grave, his enemies struck it
with excommunication shortly after its appear-
ance. Curei declared that before its publication
a copy was handed to the Pope by a member of

Pontiff returned his thanks to the ‘author.
Here is doubtless a case in which the Pope
yielded to the majority.

always, even at our best, ignorant of both the

Curei has jast become 2 martyr to truth and

b sl R AR

| no beauty that they should desire him ; He will

| We congratulate people on gaining what turns

State, and return to exegetical and dogmatical '

learned priest did not without fear and tremb- |

his household-—not Campello—and that the |

|tle with the Jesuits. He has not, therefore,
entirely cut off his connection with the Church,
; but—prepared to appear shortly before his
| Eternal Judge to receive his reward for this
| bold courage that fears not man when God would
| have a defender for the purity of his laws—he
| does nothing less than could be expected, namely
| in his physical weakness and extreme old age
| he bows to the bann again placed nupon him,
| and submits mutely to the inevitable. But
what could be a more speaking proof of the truth
of his assertions than this wighty rule of the
zealots in the realm of the Church? Curci needs
only the young years and manly vigor of Cam-
pello to take his place beside him, and he is now
simply a Campello in durance from the force of
cirumstances. —ChArisiian Advocate
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RIGHT SEEING,

BY REV. THEODORE L. CUYLER

“ Thou hast well seen.” These were God’s
words to Jeremiah when He called him to his
life-work as a “ seer” or prophet to the people |
of Israel. He puts to the modest, self-distrustful {
voung man the question, “ What seest thou?” |
Jeremiah replies, *“ I see a rod of an almond tree.” |
This is just what the Lord meant that he should |
see ; the almond was a tree of rapid growth and ;
early bloom ; it typified speedy action. As the |
young Jew had shown his capacity for right dis
cernment, the Lord commended his wise answer,
and said to him * thou hast well seen.”

There is a right way and a wrong way of look- |
ing at almost everything. To a man that has
no eye for beauty, one ot Claude’s landscapes is
nothing but paint and linen canvas ; to another
it is a masterpiece of golden sunlight bathiog
field and forest with its glory. To many it is
predicted that Christ, the Messiah, would be as
“ a root out of dry ground, having no form or
comeliness, When they shall see him, there is

|

be despised and rejected of men.” When he
came therefore, to His own, they received Him
not. As many a3 beheld Him rightly and re-
ceived Him, to them gave He the privilege to
become the children of God. He is to them the
chief among ten thousand, and the altogether |
lovely. Christ never changes. The différence
between the thoughtless sinner and the same
person after he is converted, is that he looks at
Him with a new eve, and sees Him to be the
very Saviour that he needs,

Some people look at God only as & consuming
firte, and are struck with despair. Others go to
the opposite extreme, and see in him nothing but
pity and pardoning mercy. They easily slide
off into Universalism. But the man who mag
nifies God's mercy at the expense of His justice
and who does not believe that He will punish
sin as it deserves, has not “ well seen.” He will
be cured of his delusion on the day of judgment,
Those wise men at Westminster saw the Divine
Being, our Heavenly Father, in the right pro- |
portions of his attributes, when they framed |
that wonderful answer to that guestion in the |
catechism. “ What is God?”’

In nothing are we all apt to make more terri- |
ble blunders than in looking at God'’s |unnden-!
tial dealings, Even some Christians have a
heathenish habit of talking about “ good luck
and “ windfalls” and “ bad fortune” and other ex
pressions that convey the idea that this life is
& mere game of chance Blind unbelief may be
exvected to err, and to scan God’s work as either
& riddle or a muddle A Christian who has had
his eyes uln’lu"«l uughl to know better Yet
how often do we all regard God’s dealings in the
wrong light, and call them by the wrong name ?
We frequently speak of certain things as afflic
tions, while they are really blessings in disguise

out to be a terrible snare, or a worse than loss
Quite as often we condole with them over a lot
which is about to yield to them mercies more
precious than gold. Old Jacob probably thought
that he was a fair subject for commiseration on
that evening when he sat moaning in his tent door ;
but the caravan was just approaching which
brought Simeon and Benjamin, and glorious
tidings about the long-lost Joseph. He had not
‘ well seen” what sort of a God he was serving.

|et hesitate with a
brother who is under the chastisement of our
loving Father in Heaven Je careful how you
condole with a man whe has lost his mouey and
SaAvVe \l hm gtw\'l name-—ol L'ungl'ulnlut(* !lm man
who has made & million at the expense of his
piety. When a Christian is toppled over from
a dizzy and dungerous height, and “ brought
down to hard pan,” he is brought down to the
solid rock at the same time ; in the valley of
humiliation he has more of the joy of God's
countenance, and wears more of the herb called
“ heart’s-ease” in his bosom than he ever did in
the days of his giddy prosperity, Sickness has
often brought to a man spiritual recovery ; suffer
ing has often wrought cut for him an exceeding
weight of glory. The writer of this paragraph has
lately been led through a very shadowy path
way of trial ; but it has never been 80 dark that

us betore we condole

[ could not see to read some precious promises
that glowed like diamonds. The adversary tries
hard to break our lamp, and to steal our dia
monds in those dark passage-wayvs of trial. We
need good eyesight in such times of trouble, so
as not to stumble, or to lose sight of the Com
forter, or of the bright light which shines at the
end of the way

I have seen people condole tenderly with a
weeping mother whose child has flown away
home to heaven, but they never thought of con
doling with her over a living child who was a
frivolous slave of fashion, or a dissipated
sensualist, or a wayward son the “ heaviness of
his mother.” A hundred times over hsve |
pitied more the parent of a living sorrow than
the parent of a departed joy. Spare your tears
from the darlings who are safe in the arms of
Jesus, and spend them over the living who are
yet dead in sin and sheer impenitence. Let us
learn to see things rightly, and call them by
their names. We too often drape our real bless
ings with a pall, and decorate our dangerous

| looks with the cyes that cannot be deceived, and
| immediately
| question, and asks him what it means
| Master !” what does that mean !
| epithet !

| 18 h.l'ri( the old notion ln"'-‘lll‘_{ ¢

In the case of the Samaritan woman, Christ
had to pierce through the dull crust of worldli
ness that l|<-’ around her heart He had to
waken the desire He was afterwards to ~i:lti‘!f_\'.
It was not so in the case of the rich young ruler
He came running, as if with an earnest desire,
as if afraid his enthusiasm would cool before he
gained the gift. He came reverently, for he
kuelt and “Good Master.,” He went
straight to the heart of the question, * What
shall T do that 1 Ay inherit eternal life ¥’ Look |

sald,

| at the two pictures, and say whether the Lord
fwill not deal more ;;-‘hl])’ with the rich young
| ruler than with the woman of Samaria. So we
gsuy in our ignorance, looking at the two, and
’ .'k‘(fillg ot the one uo mark of disease, and on the
| other disease in all its foulness. But Jesus

takes hold of the man’s
“ Good
Is it & graceful
Is it mere politeness? s it the mere
effervescence of an amiable nature, or do you
know all that is meant by saying, * Good
Master ¥” ‘ There is none good but one, and
that God. If T am good, I am God; and
there is no medium.” He goes on “ If thou
wilt enter into life, keep the ¢ommandments.’
Why, he had given them a life-long obedience
“ Keep the commandments Had this uew
teacher nothing more to say to him? Ile had.
“ Go and sell all that thou hast, and give to the
poor ; and come, take up thy cross and follow
me.

He thought he had kept all the command-
ments, but here was one interpreted to him, and
he falls. The Lord goes into the chamber of his
heart and finds seated there the horrid idel,
Mammon, It was too much ; the young man
made the great refusal—he turned away. What
was the meaning of such a strange demand ! It
cannot be implied that all who trust in Christ
need to part with their possessions, We must
fall back upon Christ’s certain knowledge of
wan. He saw into the depths ot that soul, and
perceived that its ultimate rest was riches ; and
as salvation must be the rest of the soul on
Christ, that prop had to be taken away at what
ever cost

young

I8

It was not that he was so grossly
ignorant as to think that riches would purchase
eternal life, nor was he so vulgar as to boast of
his riches offensively. The soul was of finer
fibre than that, else Jesus would not have loved
it.  But his riches were, after all, the main ele
ment of his happiness, and if the riches had heen
taken away, the whole content and happiness of
his life, his very amiability, would have vanish
ed with them. We need to make very short
and sharp reckoning with whatever comes be
tween us and our trust in Christ If we will
not, he will; and friend and lover will be put tar
from us, and the edifice of our fortune shattered,
that we may lean upon Christ alone I'he test
was & very sharp one, but nothing less wonld do,

and so he said, | caunot take Up my cross i |

must lay down my gold,” and he went away
sorrowful, for he had great possession \ few
lessons may be learned from this contrast. There

ver 1o be e peat

ed, of the preciousness ol one soul, L here 18
joV in the presence of the angels over one Une
soul is an end worthy of all the etffort of l’\'k('-,l

WHOLE No. 1460

[ |
s “ Jerusalem,” ete., and other favourite objects
ways that would unever have met
| with the approbation of Him who thought ap
| peals either to head or earth, to say uothing of
| the City of the Great Kiug, were net only
“slang” of the worst deseription, but something
more and something worse. We suppose that
it is thought vigorous and expressive to garnish
one'’s talk with such expletives. Surely never
was there a greater mistake. Any one who is
merely a gentleman in the proper sense of that
term, though not a Christian, will not, unde:
the grealest provocation, use such language.
What then are we to say of those who, without
any provocation at all, habitually utter words
which at the best can only pass as “ slang’
while severe accuracy would name it something
different and something more pronounced ! The
“slangy” phrase very naturally leads to the full
blown oath, aud the abundance of the one very
easily and very naturally accouuts for the other
That swearing, in the coarsest, most unmistaka
ble sense of that word, very common iu
Canada among almost all classes, is too notorious
to need a word of proof. What aun honest
countryman said & certain Canadian town,
after attending the County Ceourt there, may be
said of many other places It's an awfual
place. Merchants, lawvers, doctors, labourers,
jurymen—everybody swears. The very judge
on the bench swears How to be
cured if even some professing Christians do the
same, while others have a series of cxpl&:ti\'us
ever ready for use on the shortest notice, which
nobody but an expert could distinguish from
profanity pure and simple? It is a poor look
out for our civilization, to say nothing of our
Christianity, when things are so.

and places, in
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%) |

is this evil

- Presbyterian

“ACQUAINTED WITH GRIEF!
There are some of us who have tasted sorrow
we have perhaps at times known bitter grief,
and look back upon a day of deepest anguish, or
i nig).l when a horror of great darkness sat
upon our souls But our giiefs were transient
we did not become accustomed to sorrow in a
day, or acquainted with sadness in an hour. But
of Him who was touched with the feeling of our
infirmities, and tempted in all points like as we
are, who tasted the bitterness of ('ullhl) SOITow,
and bore our sins in his own body on the tree,
it was said, “ He is despised and rejected of men,

a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief

He knew what grief was. By day and by
night he shared its bitter companionship ; year
after year he bore upon his heart the burden of
human sorrow, human anguish, and human guilt
He endured misunderstanding, misrepresentation
reproach, betraval, desertion shame,
mockery, crucifixion, aud death, He measured
the heights of human anguish, and sounded the
depths of humau He C acquainted
with grief L having become acquainted with
our sorrows, he offers to make us acquainted
with his eternal joy How mighty the change,
Jut how vast the price
the Saviour paid, when, that he wight bring
wany sons to glory, he, &s the Captain of thei
salvation, was wade perfect through sufferings
bearing our griefs and carrying our sorrows, aud
by the grace of (God tasting death for every man

sSCorn,

Wwowe Wl

how rich the |n‘nﬂrgu :

Oh, for such love let rocks and hills
I'heir lasting silence break '
And all harmonious human ‘ongues

and therefore worthy of all ou Lo save even
one soul is honour enough t ! « hife-time
Again, we wark that Christ did not try to gain
those who might pt fit hiv cause in a worldly
sense l{‘ nevel ""'i;'il‘v A lil'(l"l‘ .‘l un
\\'wllh) mnean We can easily ee¢ that 1n
some way thie wlherence of the rich young
rulerx lulghl be |.(\f1,(‘.l.l.~‘ while the conversion

of the Samaritan woman wmight rather discredit

him than etherwise His disciples marvelled
that he talked wit man, and they
marvelled still wmore U o it the rich young
ruler away W lhio, th Ll uid i be |
saved |
But he nevel waght to gather into his king ;
ll(llll [}..v\v whio were not with 1t 1in heart lll"\J
SULULUESS YW v (O BRE, | (" 1 5 r.'v (SRR ITANLSY ) ;( A9 |

pleasant to see great numbers gathering round |

!

|

the standard, but guality is more than quantity *
|

The gate was not broad enough to admit the |
the young ruler with his burden of wealth
there was room HHi) for the soul, and so he was
leit outside. Jesus Christ looked forward te the

time when men should ay, “‘ Lord, Lord,” and

enter in this way the rtals of the Church
\';s“'l", but into the Church invisible none
conld pass save those who had his Spirit We

are luu;’hl, .11‘311, that sin does not shut the door,

and muxu“l_\ does not open it I'be \ulntllluh“
woman entered before the rich young ruler l
;-ul:lnuum and harlots entered before the Phari ‘
snes. Why! The rvich voung ruler had re-|
spe« ’.‘\lvln'»\ and viches : he was not sure if they ‘:
were able to sustain him, aud vet he would not |
take the risk of quitting them for Christ, and

he is shut out of Samaria entered |

I'he woman
that ‘imn, wliich i
guilty for

to save that whi

open to the wretched and the |

the Son of Man is come to seek and ‘,

/.'u.x '/"1' //1 iy ‘
Saviour, Y the Rer W. R Niu |

h 18 lost
!
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SLANG AND SOMETHING MORE AND|
WORSE.

It 18 dithicult exactly that
and vet all seew

to detine (&1 s

‘ to have a

sort of instinctive wea of what it means. W hen
]

|

|

mon word * slang,
one goes to the dictionary he 18 told that it is
“low, vulgar, unauthorized” language, and up

on the whole this is not very tar from the mark, |
thugh what may be the “ unauthorized
no doubt in many cases be u point not easily
gettled. Some words and phrases have to |
pass current for u while us “ slang,” but by-and- |
by they gather so much strength, and are felt l\
be 80 convenient and appropriate, as to establish !
themselves as quite authoritative, having the hall
mark of the language, and therefore altogether
presentable in fairish society

would

new

A great many |

than questionable region in which they origin
ated, and maintain a struggling existence, chiefly

temptations with garlands. The sharpest trials
this nation ever knew have turned into tender

presidential chair. Satan outwitted himself
when he armed one of his imps to be an assasin

ment. Lord ! open Thou our eyes! Then we
shall see this world to be a mere training-school
for a better world ; we shall see a Father's smile
| behind the darkest cloud ; we shall see in duty
done our highest delight ; and at the end of the
conflict we shall see the King in His] beauty, and
know Him even as we are known

The best things are neavest ; breath in your
nostrils, light in your eyes, flowers at your feet,

| you.
| life's plain, comwon work as it comes, certain
|| that dally duties and \iull_\' bread are the sweetest
| things of life.

|

Men who are worthless

in
giving, for laboring, for helping,
courage u pastor and frustrate a revival, and
defeat the new meeting-house,

the church for
can yet dis-

- —

RRreee

mercies. Garfield in his grave has done more |
for us than Garfield could have done inthe |

Let us all pray fervently for spiritual discern- |

duties at your hand, the path of God just before |

| g\}\“.\ We S8y p Lhuﬂ\ for somehow or other
| it is the case that it is not ulwuyw‘
| among either the coarse or the uncultivated that
{ they live and move and have their being. At
i certain times, on the contrary, there seews to be a
perfect outbreak ‘slang” language among
| many from whom better things might have been
| anticipated, and one is tempted to think that we
| arq passing through such a period at present.
| In not a few cases it is difficult to make out
| what many who are apparently young ladies and
| gentleman mean. They seem to have a language
| of their own, wuich to the uninitiated is as un
| intelligble as the pet phrases of a thieves
| lodging-house. Sometimes it would even seem
| as 1t professed Christians were not above this
| most disreputable tendency, and many who
would be horror-smitten at the very idea of its

ol

Then do not grasp atthe stars, hut do | @ver being possible that they should swear, arve |

| in the habit of using phrases to emphasize their
| assertions or relieve their astonishment which
| could not be distinguished from profanity, unless
the very strongest assurances to the contrary
were both given and believed. We shall not
| give specimens, though evidently some who have
| read the Sermon on the Mount, and profess to
follow its precepts, huve no hesitation about
'using their ““ head,” *“ eyes and * soul,” as well

R & N g

| souls,

more, hw.\t'\‘t'l‘, remain [N'lumnrtllll_\ in the luul'f"

among the uncultivated, the coarse, and the un '

exclusively” |

I'he Saviour’s praises speak
The Christian

RANDOM READINGS,
'-“_Lln; uage 1s

30 eloquent as honest languuge
/’r/:/J/ Gliles

The heavens declare the ;‘lnl"\ of God bat the
'iu~|n'l makes known His love

l'l'u_\ er would be a very \Lthgt‘ruu 3 \nstrument

ignorant, selfish, fallible wield, if
not infullible refuse to
grant mistaken reqnest

for men t

there were Une 10

an
A B} ] 3
| : . ulalLuoul
put off
ye ou the Lord

¢ 10 lﬂut on all

on such a virtue
such a vice ; but he says, Put
Jesus lnnl, and this 18 af on

virtue and put off all vice

moralist to put and

iell is the harvest of
reaps what he has sown

luiguily every sinune

“t‘u\"h is the har vesl
reaps what Christ has
sown for him, and what under Divine teaching

he has been sowing for himself

of holiness ;: every saint

In this world, mar. is likely to get what be
Men's like a \hhisperlhs
gallery to you. If you speak softly, a gentle
whisper comes back ; if you scold, you get scold-
ed. With the measure you mete it is measured
to you again

gives hearts are

Out of suffering have t'lu('xb'mi the strongest
and the most massive characters are
seamed with scars ; martyrs have put on their
coronation robes glittering with fire, and through
their tears have the sorrowtul first seen the gates
of heaven

When rs{n‘,uglh for the 114_\,
our thought is usually of that which is needed
for our most important work We should not
limit it I'he grace that shall save us from evil
thoughts, hasty speech, a violent ‘emper or cen
sorious spirit, is just as much needed as the
other

{ '/ut/u:‘

we ask for

How easy is it for sowe people to praise thew
selves and their work to point out their 500\1
qualities—they seldom see the poor ones-—and
remark on the perfectness of the uudertaking
l'hey forget the advice given in the good book,
‘ Let anothe: praige thee, and thine

not own

| mouth,”

I'he only way toapproach God is by prayei
and this is so simple & way that no one need
say he has not the necessary accomplishments,
All may come ; God is no vespeetor of persons,
and in this he is glorviously unlike man. All
who can think and speak can tell him of their
trials Spurgeon

It is not the elicountering ol ditficulties and

| dangers in obedience to the promptings of the

inward spiritual life which coustitute tempting
| of God and providence, but the acting without
faith, proceeding on our own errands with no
| previous conviction of duty, and no prayer for
| aid and direction

Dr. Addison whose power aud
grace in dealing with the deep guestions of
theology have never been excelled, when nea:
the close of his great life, walked to and fro in
his room, singing in & low voice

Alexander,

“1I'm a poor sinner, and nothing at all,
But Jesus Christ is my all in all.’

Although able to write flueatly in sixteen
languages, and well acquainted with thirty, he
counted all his gifts and attainments as dross-

| his own merits as nothing.
|

Tae Ace oF MiracLes

is past, and Dr. Pierce's ‘‘ Golden Medical Dis
covery”’ will not raise the dead, will not cure you
if your lungs are almost wasted by consum
It is, however, unsurpassed both as
alterative, and will cure obstinate and severe dis-
eases of the throat and lungs, coughs, and bronchial
affections. By virtue of its wonderful alterstive
properties it aud enriches theblood, cures
pimples, blotches, and eruptions, and causes even
great eating uloers to heal




