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Your Name nmr] 0c on 70 { ‘ards 

New Styles, by best artists : Boquets, Birds, 
Gold Chromos, Landsca pes, Water Scenes. ete. 
no 2 alike. Agent's Complete Sample Book, 

25¢. Great variety Advertising and Bevel-Edge Cards. 
Lowest prices to dealers and printers, 100 Samples Fancy 
Advertising Cards, 50c. 

Address STEVENS BROS., Box 22, Northford, Ct. 
ianl12—1y 

John Richards & Son, 
General Insurance and Ticket Agents, 

QUEEN STREET, FREDERICTON, N. BE. 

Insurance - 
Merchandize and all Description of Insarable Pro- 

. perty at Lowest Rates. 

~—ALSO— 

COUNTRY DWELLINGS, BARNS, CHURCHES, 
SCHNOL-HOUSES, AND DETACHED 

CITY DWELLINGS 

Taken at Lowest Rates for THREE YEARS. 
None but First Class Reliable Offices Represented. 

Tiockets- 
As we keep the only Railway Ticket Office in the City, 

parties going West will find it to their advantage to give 
u- a call before purchasing elsewhere, 

Tickets to all points in the United States 
and Canada, 

Organs: 
Sole Agents for Wilcox & White's celebrated Organs, 

acknowledged to be the cheapest in the market. War 
ranted for Siz Years. 

Wrapping Paper: 
Nev Brunswick Paper Company's well-known make 

of Wrapping Paper always on hand ; in all sizes at mill 
prices, 

Paper Bags. 
Nelson’s Paper Bags—all Sizes. Liberal Discount to 

the Trade. Country Orders promptly attended to. 

Hard and Soft Coal Always on Hand, 

JOHN RICHARDS & SON, 
MANUFACTURERS’ AGENTS, 

jan 14--1y. Fredericton, N. B. 

SPRING AND SUMMER IMPORTATIONS! 

NEW GOODS! 
WM. JENNINGS, 
MERCHANT TAILOR, 

y JOULD invite an inspection of his Stock of Spring 
and Summer Goods, consisting of 

English and Scotch Suitings, 
Faney Trouserings, 
Spring Overcoatings, 

‘'orsted and Diagonal Coatings, 
Fancy Vestings and Serges, 

FINE BROADCLOTHS AND DOESKINS, 

Making it one of the most desirable Stocks in the city. 
WM. JENNINGS, 

Corner Queen St, and Wilmot's Alley, 
may 26—1y, Frepkricron, N. B. 

HALLS BOOK STORE, 
FREDERICTON. 

Great Reduction in Prices of Sabbath School Libraries, 
Cards, Papers, &e. 

FAMILY BIRLES, 
TEACHERS’ BIBLES, 

POCKET BIBLES, 
Direct from the Publishers. 
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Books of Devotion, Prayer and Praise, 

Baptist Hymn and Tune | Church Hymns, Presby- 
ook. terian Psalms. 

Service of Song. Church Services. - Prayer 
Psalmist. Psalmody. | Books. 
Birth Day Books. 

TEXTS FOR EVERY DAY IN THE YEAR. 

M. 8, HALL, 

Opposite Normal School, 

jan 14—1y FREDERICTON. 

STEAM 

JOB PRINTERS, 
BOOKSELLERS, 

—AND— 

Blank Book Manufacturers. 

BLANK BOOKS 
RULED, PRINTED AND BOUND TO ANY 

PATTERN AND STYLE. 

THEY HAVE FURNISHED THEIRPRINTING 

OFFICE AND BOOKBINDERY WITH 

NEW TYPES & PRESSES, 
—AND-— 

First Class Machinery 
AND MATERIALS, | 

AND ARE PREPARED TO DO ALL KINDS OF 

WORK IN THEIR LINE OF BUSINESS, 

Old Books Rebound. 

i 

Barnes & Co., 
PRINCE WILLIAM STREET, 

(OLD STAND), 

SAINTJOHN, N. B. 

BEATTY SC aor rium dug sad 
night. Catalogue free. Address, 

Daniel F. Beatty, Washington, N. J. 

The Futelligencer. 

SUNDAY SOHOOL LESSON VI—Aug, 6. 
( For Questions see Star Quarterly and Lesson Papers.) 

THE FRUITLESS TREE. 

DAILY READINGS. 

M. The fruitless tree. Mark 11 : 12—23. 
T. A barren tree. Luke 13: 6—10. 
W. An unfruitful vineyard. Isa.-5: I—7. 
T. An unprofitable servant. Matt. 25 : 24—30. 
F. Conditions of fruitfulness. John 15: 1—17. 
S. Fruit required. Rom. 6: 18 ~23; Gal. 5: 22-20, 
S 14-23. Fruitfulness rewarded. Matt. 25 : 

GOLDEN TEXT. —* Herein is my Father glorified that ve 
bear much fruit.”—John 15: 8. 

MARK 11: 12-23. 

( Revised Version.) 

11 And he entered into Jerusalem, into the 
temple; and when he had looked round 
about upon all things, it being now even- 
tide, he went out unto Bethany with the 
twelve, 

12 And on themorrow, when they were come 
13 And see- out from Bethany, he hungered. 

ing a fig tree 12 off having leaves, he 
came, if haply he might find § oy there- 
on: and when he came to it, he found no- 
thing but leaves : for it was not the season 

14 of figs. And he answered and said unto it, 
No man eat fruit from thee henceforward 
for ever. And his disciples heard it. 

15 And they come to Jerusalem: and he 
entered into the temple, and began to cast 
out them that bought in the temple, and 
overthrew the tables of the money-chang- 
ers, and the seats of them that scld doves ; 
and he would not suffer that any man 

7 should carry a vessel through the temple. 
And he taught, and said unto them, ls it 
not written, My house shall be called a 
house of prayer for all the nations ? but ye 

18 have made 1t a den of robbers. And the 
chief priests and the scribes heard it, and 
sought how they might destroy him : for 
they feared him, for all the multitude was 
astonished at his teaching. 

19 And every evening he went forth out of 
the city. 

20 And as they pas:ed by in the morning, they 
saw the fig tree withered away from the 

21 roots. And Peter calling to remembrance 
saith unto him, Rabbi, behold, the fig tree 

22 which thou cursedst is withered away, 
And Jesus answering saith unto them, 
Have faith in God, 

16 

[o
y 

Topics, —Unfruitfulness cursed. 

The temple purified. 
A lesson about faith. 

Notes AND Hints. 
Connecting Link.—The incidents of this lesson 

occurred on Monday, the next day after Christ's 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem. While in the 
temple the lame and blind present, and the chil- 
dren greeted him with hosannas, The priests were 
greatly enraged at this and at his stern rebukes 
(Matt. 21: 12, 13), and from that time sought to 
kill him. 

Parallel accounts, Matt. 21 : 
45438. 

I. Unfruitfulness cursed. The glory of a 
tree is found, not in the depth to which its roots 

strike down into the earth, nor in the breadth of 
ground overshadowed by its branches, not in the 
profusion and beauty of its blossoms, but in the 

abundance and excellence of its fruit. Fruit 
bearing is the chief end of its existence, unless 

it be a timber tree, which seems to live and 
grow simply that it may, in due time, give its 
own body to some useful purpose, and this may 
be reckoned as a sort of fruit-bearing. Failing 
in fruitfulness, or usefulness, it fails in that 
which ought to be its chief glory. No wealth 
of beauty will fully compensate for this defici- 
ency. 
A man is often compared to a tree ; in the 

Bible the righteous man is likened to a tree 
planted by water-courses where it will grow 
most thriftily. The comparison is fitting and 
excellent. 

Our Saviour said, “ Herein is my Father 
glorified, that ye bear much fruit,” and every 

one who is at all desirous of glorifying the 
Father must see to it that he complies with the 

conditions of fruitfulness. The incident of the 

lesson in respect to the fruitless fig tree shows 

us Christ's feeling concerning unfruitfulness, 
and the expression of this feeling may have been 
a sufficient reason for the cursing of the barren 

tree. If he who was full of mercy and tender- 
ness would thus manifest his disappointment in 

respect to an inseutient tree, how would he ex- 

press himself toward a sentient, rational, intel- 

ligent human being who had failed to meet his 
expectations in this respect I We canuot give 

too much care and thought to the outcome of 
our lives. Fruit we must bear to meet the 

Master's approval, and it ought to be abundant 
and nutritious ; and so it will be if we wisely 

use the means of growth which he furnishes and 
will continue to supply. 

II. The temple purified. The next incident 
recorded is also one of typical significance. 
Jesus found in the temple a great number of 

traffickers and brokers engaged in transacting 
their business with a freedom and clamor entire- 

ly unbecoming to the place. It had been con 
secrated to sacred uses and it was a gross viola 

tion of its proper sancity thus to abuse it. [t 
was a part of Christ's mission to reform abuses 

and correct errors. To this work he gave him 

self with unsparing fidelity, both by precept and 
action. 

The house of God. should ever be regarded as 
a sacred place, a place entitled to a large mea- 
sure of respect on account of the uses for which 
it was built and to which it has been set apart, 

Everything which is at variance with or in con- 

fliet with such purposes ought to be rigidly ex- 
cluded from Christian churches. The human 
body has been compared toa temple, and is call- 
ed a temple by sacred writers, and as such it 
ought certainly to receive a fitting care and at- 
tention, it ought not to be defiled or enfeebled 
by vicious habits and practices which are incon- 
sistent with, or destructive of, its purity. As 

the dwelling-place of an immortal soul, as a 
tabernacle in which the Holy Spirit is to dwell, 
it should be kept in the highest possible state 
of purity, soundness and strength. 

III. A lesson about faith. On the next day 
after the foregoing incidents occurred Jesus and 
his disciples again passed by the place where 
the fruitless tree had grown. It was dead, root 

and branch. Peter called the Saviour’s atten- 
tion to it, perhaps expecting some lesson from 
him. Jesus replied, *“ Have faith in God,” and 
went on to speak of what could be done by the 
power of faith. It is the tap-root of Christian 
life. God alone is the proper object of faith ; 
not the temple, nor the altar, nor the rites and 
ceremonies of the Jewish church, Power to 
bear spiritual fruit comes to the human soul 
through faith in God. Fruitfulness is a positive 
proof of life, of health, of growth, and this can 
be maintained and nourished only by robust 
faith. The power of exercising faith is born in 
us and may be developed as other powers are, 
by exercise, by nourishment, by consistent and 
regular use. By diligent observance of the laws 
of growth, faith may be made vo feed that fruit- 
fulness which alone gives preof of vigorous 
vitality. 

THOUGHTS AND APPLICATIONS. 

12-21; Luke 19: 

I. Professions do not insure possessions, 
II. We prove our vitality best by fruitful 

ness, 
TOPICS FOR FURTHER STUDY, 

I. The seasons and fruits of Palestine, 
II. The corruptions of religion in the time 

of our Saviour. 
IIL. The key to successful prayer. 

{ give it to you, 

| “ I have got to be tried to-night; I have got to 

gions 
““THAT COD IN ALL THINGS MAY BE CLORIFIED THROUCH JESUS CHRIST.” Peter. 

SAINT JOHN, N. B., FRIDAY, JULY 28, 1882. 

WEIGHED AND WANTING. 
D. L. MOODY, 

** Tekel : Thou art weighed in the balances and art found 
wanting.” —Dan, v. 27. 

Tekel : It is a very short text, it's so short 
I am quite sare you will remember it ; and that, 
you know, is the object of the preacher, just tc 
get the people to remember the text, which is 
God’s own word. 

THE EASTERN FEAST. 

This king had given a great feast, We are 
told he had called together a thousand of his 
lords. In those days, in that Eastern country, 

How long this feast had been going on we do 
not know, but in the midst of it, we are told, 
they were praising the gods of gold, and of sil- 
ver, and of iron, and brass, and wood, and stone. 
At last, while the impious feast was going on, 

they sent out to the heathen temple, and had 
the vessels of gold and silver brought in that 

and from these holy vessels they began to drink | 
wine, 

In the midst of the feast—-we are not told at | 
what hour oft the night, perhaps it was past | 
midnight when they were startled ; perhaps | 
nearly all the guests were more or less under 
the influence of drink, but they were not so | 

drunk bat that they suddenly became sober— | 
they saw something that was supernatural—a | 
hand-writing on the wall, right over the golden 
candlesticks. Every face turned deathly pale. | 
The king's knees smote together, “his thoughts | 
troubled him,” and he was dreadfully afraid. | 

read that band-writing on the wall. | 

GOD'S HAND-WRITING, 

Let me call your attention to this, that what | 
God ‘wrote on the tables of stone at Sinai and 

this hand-writing on the wall, that is all that | 
we have got that God wrote with His own hand. | 
He spoke to men, but this was God's writing 
Whenthe wise men came in one after another, | 

they tried to make out that hand writing, | 
They couldn't make it out ; they could not in- | 
terpret it. The king promised that whoever | 
could read it should be made the third ruler in | 
the kingdom ; that he should have gifts, and | 
that a gold chain should be put round his neck | 
Bat the wise men tried in vain. | 

At last, in the midst of the consternation, the 
queen came in, and she told the monarch, if he | 
would only send for one who used to interpret | 

| 

the writing and tell him the interpretation 
thereof. 8o Daniel was sent for, He was very | 
familiar with that writing. He knew bis Fa- | 
ther’'s hand-writing : “ Mene, Mene, Tekel, | 
Upharsin.” Mene : Thy kingdom is numbered | 
and finished. Tekel : Thon art weighed in the | 
balances and found wanting. Upbarsin : Thy 
kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and | 
Persians. 

JUDGMENT EXECUTED. 

And that night Cyrus took the city, andl pro 
bably Belshazzar’s blood flowed with tie wine 
in that festival hall. 

sentence was given, 
The trial was over, the 
The witness went iorth 

that his kingdom was numbered and finished. 
Judgment came upon him unexpectedly, sudden- 
ly ; and probably ninety-nine out of every hun 
dred judgments come in that way. Death comes 
upon us unexpectedly ; it comes upon us sud- 
denly. 

Now, I think I hear some one saying, “1 
hope he is not going to compare me with that 
heathen king.” I tell you, however, that a man 
who does evil in these Gospel days is far worse 
than that king, You live in a land of Bibles. 
You can get the New Testament for a penny, 
and if you haven't got a peuny you can get it 
for nothing. Many societies will be glad to 

We live in the full blaze of 

We live on this side of the cross, but 
he lived more than five hundred years on the 
other side. He never heard of Jesus Christ. 
He never heard of the Son of God. He never 
heard about God except, perhaps, in connection 
with his father's remarkable vision. He pro- 
bably had no portion of the Bible, and if he 
had, probably he didn't believe it. He hadn't 
any godly minister to point him to the Lawb of 
God. Don't tell me that you are better than 
that king. I believe he will rise in judgment 
and condemn many of us, 

All this happened long centuries ago. Let, 
us get down to this century, to this year, to this 
house, to ourselves. We will come to the pre- 
sent time. It is a good deal better to deal with 
this hour, this house, and with this people. Let 
us imagine—for I think it is lawful to use our 
imagination—let us imagine that, while I am 

preaching, down come some balances from the 
throne of God. 
They are fasteged to the very throne of Gol. 

It is a throne of equity, of justice, and you and 
I have got to be weighed to-night. | would | 
venture to say this would be a very solemn | 
audience, There would be no trifling ; there 
would be no indifference here to night. There 
would be no one thoughtless. You would say, 

Calvary, 

be weighed in the balances of the sanctuary.” 

GOD'S BALANCES, 

Some of you have your own balances ; a great 
many are making balances to be weighed in ; 
but after all we must be weighed in God's bal. 
ances : the balances of the sanctuary. 1 don't 
know any way to proceed hetter than to use 
God's law as a balance-weight. 
Men may cavil as much as they like about 

the Bible; I never met a man that was 
honest, that could find any fault with the Deca- 
logue—with the Ten Commandments. I don't 
think there is a candid person here to-night but 
wil! admit the law is all right. If God created 
this world, He must make some law to govern 
it. In order to make lite safe you must have 
good Jaws here in your country ; and there is 
not a country the sun shines upon that does not 
possess a law. Now this is God's law, It has 
come from on high, and infidels and sceptics 
have to admit that the law is pure. Legisla- 
tures nearly all over the world adopt that law. 
That law is all right. Therefore, I think we 
have a right to weigh this audience to-night by 
the law of God, 

THE INFIDEL'S TESTIMONY. 

The other night my eye fell upon what an 
infidel said about the law of God, and I was 
much interested in it, and I would like to read 
some of it to you to-night. He had been in the 
habit of sneering at the Bible,.and in order to 
be able to refute arguments brought by Chris- 
tian men he determined, as he knew nothing of 
it, to read the Bible and form some acquaintance 
with its contents. So he commenced at the very 
beginning, at the book of Genesis, and he read 
on till he came to the Ten Commandments, and 
he says that what puzzled him was, where Moses 
got that law! He had supposed that Moses was 
the leader of an ignorant pople, that he was a 
clever leader, and hrought them out of slavery, 
and made them a great nation. But though he 
was a clever leader, that didn’t account for this 
law. Where did it come from ? It's so perfoot. 
Where did an ignorant people get it 1 
Home men have been looking into it and try- 

ing if they can add anything ta it, or take any- 
thing away from it. Ho this infidel had been 

———————————————————————e et essen earn 

sometimes a feast would last for six months. 

had been taken from the temple at Jerusalem, much 

| property, and 

| adultery includes every 

the dreams of Nebuchadnezzar, he could read | 

our 

gods. 

confess, “I can’t.” 

aoout it : 

than a book of many volumes—it's perfect 
“ First, there's a commandment to 

that is right ; we can’t tind fault with that. 
He is the creator of the universe, if He is Su- 
preme Benefactor, we ought so to reverence Him 
and none other as such. 

“ Then there's the second : 
idolatry, and that is right, 

{ “Then there's the third: 
| fanity, and that is right. 
| “Then there's the fourth : that fixes the time 
| for religious worship, and 

| It is established as an outward s 
belief. 

{ 
worship Him harmoniously and without iriter 
ruption. One day in seven is certainly not too 

perhaps not too little. 

“Then in the fifth commandment we have 
the family relationship settled, and our duty 
our neighbor, and that is right. 
“Then in the other commandments we have 

the moral law of offences against life, chastity, 
character. These offences are 

expressly forbidden, and the greater must include 
the lesser. If you are not to injure your neigh- 
bor’s life, you are not to hurt his body. So 

injury against purity, 
and 80 On, 

“Then in the last 
against any desire for anything that is our 

ter, 

“1 have been thinking, where did Moses get 
this law ? 
around him. Even the Greeks and the Romans 
never gave such a law as this 
get it, in that ¢ paratively barbarian time ? 
law so perfect that all subsequent time can’t de 
tect a defect init, Where did he get it from ? 

e says himself it can.e down from Heaven. J . : " godless Christianity as that must confess, if the truth of the religion of the | = ; tes, | 
Bible has no other fatal objections to meet, if it 
rested only on this I would have to accept 
nw" 

Now that's what an infidel said about the law 
there's no fault to be found in the law of Moses. | 
If God made us, as we know he dia, He had a 

| 
| 

| 

right to make that law ; and if we don’t use the 
law right it would have been better for us not 
to have had it, for it will condemn us. The law 
13 all right, but are we right? 
When I was over here before I preached from 

the text, ** There is no difference,” and I brought | 
down the law and tried to see by measure 1 

man had come short of God's standard. Now 
et us see to-night, by weighing ourselves with | 
that law, if we come short of the law of God | 
for I tell you if a man is going to save himself | 
by that law, he must make himself perfect before | 
the law, 

Now let ns imagine that instead of being pieces | 
of paper in my haud, these are w eights, and let | 
us take the commandments of the law and seo 
if we are full weight. | 

NO OTHER GOD | But when I think there may be bundreds in Ll. * Thou shalt have no other Gods before | this room guilty of that sin, I feel I must ery | me,” You step nto the scale on the oppos 
ite side of that, and ses if 
weighed against that, 
Godt I believe there are a great many who 
think they worship the God of Heaven, but if | 
the truth were known you would find a 
many idols in their hearts 
other god. 

you are right | 

Have you gOL any othel 

great | 

They have got some | 
The thing we think the most of is | 

God It may be the God of pleasure 
it may be the God of 
be some darling sin; it 
it may be honor, tame ; 

money ; 1t 

may be selfishness | 
| 

America as there are in any heathen country 
You may not like to own it, you may not know | 
about it. It may be some darling sin to which 
you bow down. That is your darling idol ; it is 
your God. In the days of Jonah we rex’ that | 
he started to fly from God, but a storm came 
and these men in the boats began to call on their | 

The fact is, every one of us has some | 
god, though perhaps we don’t like to 
to it, and many of us would be startled if we | 
were told we were idolaters. How do vou feel | 
weighed in that scale ; have you no other gods 
save the God of Heaven! 

own up | 

IDOLS FORBIDDEN. 

3. The next weight is, ““ Thou shalt not bow 
down thyself to any graven image, for I the 
Lord am thy God.” “Thou shalt not bow down 
to any graven image.” You cannot find a place 
in the Bible where a man has 
bow down and worship any one but the God of 
Heaven. In the Book of Revelation, when an 
angel came down to John, he was aout to fall 
down and worship him, but the angel woald not 
let him. If an angel from Heaven is not to be | 
worshipped, when you find people bowing down | 
to pictures, to images, even when they bow 
down to worship the cross, itis @ sin. * Thou | 
shalt have none other gods but Me.” * Thou 
shalt not bow down thyself to any graven im 

" Therefore, if we get carried away oy 

| 

pictures—i% may be our blessed Lord’s—and | 
sometimes I think it wrong to have His picture | 
about ; who knows how Christ looked ? is there | 
any artist can tell us? I think there are a great 
many who seem to be carmed away by these | 
things. (ed wants us to worship Him only, | 
and if we didn’t believe that Jesus Christ is 
God manifest in the flesh we should not worship 
Him. I have no more doubt about the Divinity 
of Christ than I have that I exist here to night, 

TAKE NOT THE NAME OF THE LORD IN V AIN, 

3. “Thou shalt not take the name of the 
Lord thy God in vain, for the Lord will not hold 
him guiltless who taketh His name in vain.” 
Taking the name of God in vain is blasphemy. 
Is there a swearing man in this house to-day ? 
Is there some one here who has been calling 
down the curse of God upon his neighbor, upon 
his family? What would you do if yon were 
put into the balances of the sanctuary to-night, 
and you bad to step in opposite to the command, 
“Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy 
God in vain ¥ Think a moment. 

I was speaking to a man some time ago who 
thought he was pertec. He said he didn’ 
know be was a sinner. I began to measure 
him by the law. He said, “ I am ready to 
meet my God any time,” I said, “ Do you 
swear!" “ Oh, yes, sometimes, 
angry.” 1“ Are you ready to meet your God 1’ 
“Yes, because I never mean anything when 1 
swear.” 1 said, *“ My friend, God says, ‘I will 
not hold the man guiltless that taketh My name 
in vaio.” I tell you there will be no swearing 
man in the kingdom of God. They will have 
to drop that sin, and repent of it, before they 
see the kingdom of God. Su posing | steal Mr, 
Leiteh's watch to-night, and he comes after me. 
Well, I say, I stole your watch and 1 pawned 
it, but 7 did not mean anything by it. 1 pawn 
ed it and spent the money, but I did not mean 
anything by it. You would smile at and deride 
such a statement. Cursing is a great sin, if you 
don’v mean anything by it. God says, ““ You 
shall not,” but man says, “1 will.’ 

THE LORD'S DAY, 
4. Fourth weight: “ Remember the Sab. trying if he couldn't make it better ; be had to 

we have a prohibition | . " ‘ goa { of a man who professed to be a Christian. 

U'll read you what he says | Sabbath breakers here to-night ? 

“It's only a few verses, bnt it contains more 

make ! 
the Creator the object of supreme reverence, and | 

| 
ds | 

that prohibits pro- | 
| 

that is right, for if | ful than to see a father and mother | there be'a God He onght surely to be worshipped. | the aisle with their daughters anc 
ign of an inward | ing to sit down together to hear 

It is right that some time should be set | God. 
apart for that purpose, a time when all shoald | not in 

E 3 
{ 
{ thy mother.” 

| 
| 

| 

: RE : . was brought before the magistrate for n § 
In haste he sent for his wisest men to come and neighbor's and that cuts to the root of the mat re \@ magistrate for not sup 

8 . | house. 
Where did he ’ 

A doing such a thing ! 

| how your mother loved you and cared for v 
I In vour early days | . v 

| It Away 

{ a thing like that. 

| person 1s to 

| only read men’s acts 

| 80 angry as to wish a man dead, you are a mur 

| doom written over vou. 

| aloud and spare not, 

| ance now-a-davs. 

may | adultery. 

or it may be anything. | her life blasted forever, if 
I believe there are as many idols in England or | May God have mercy on such 

i 8 . 

| has taken the first step 

| iing out of his employer's till 

| Because if God 

| are you ready 1 

| 

haps he is in the galiery 

| glad Mr. Moody has . given’ it those people t 

am a moralist, and it 

1 | 

when I get| willand the law condemns you 

Is there any 
| man who neglects the house of God on the Sab 
| bath day by drinking and cursing, or spending 
his time in places of vice and crime, in walkin 

i up and down the streets blalpheming, and show 
ing his contempt for God and His law? “ Re 

7-
 

If | member the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.” If 
this nation or America ever gives np the Sabbath 

{ day, down goes our country. You show me a 
| hation that has given up the Sabbath, and I will 

that prohibits | show you a nation that has got the seeds of de 
cay, and will soon go to ruin. 

Father, if you want your children to be a joy 
{In your old age, train them up to honor the 
Sabbath. I don’t know anything more beauti- 

going down 

l sons, all go- 
J the Word of 

It is a good thing to have the children, 
some remote loft or gallery, but in a good 

place, well in sight. Though they cannot un- 
derstand the sermon now, when they get older 

| they won't desire to break away, they will con- 
| tinue attending public worship in the house of 

to | God. 

HONOR THY FATHER AND MOTHER, 

Next weight. * Honor thy father and 
If any are here to-night who 

have been dishonoring father and mother, step | 

wanting ; see how quickly you will 
I don't know a man who 5) 

mw lighte r than a man who treats his Jather 
and mother 

strike the beam 

with contempt. 1 read not long ago 
He 

porting his aged father. He had let him go to 
the workhouse. My friends, I'd rather be con- | 

. : : tent with a crust of bread and a drink of wate He couldn't get it from the nations : 2 x : y k or | than let my tather or mother go to the work 
Why, the idea of a professing Christian 

I wouldn't give a snap of 
my finger for such a man’s Christianity. Think 

: ou 

God have mercy on such a 
It's a withered 

breath of Heaven will drive 
Don t you proless to love God and do | 

up thing, and the 

| MURDER IN THE HEART. 

6. Sixth weight “Thou shalt not kill.” 
I suppose there may be some in this audience 
who will say, He need not tell us that, because 
there are You 
don't What is meant here by killing a 

have We 

done. 

If you get 

no mucederers here to night. 
know. 

your hea (4 

! what they 

God looks down into a man’s heart, 

mur le r wm 

have 

derer in the sight of God If you have ever got | 
80 far as to wish to see a man dead, just step | 

into the scales and see if you are not found | 
wanting ; whether you will not find Belshazzar’s | 

See if you do not find | 
the world, “Tekel : found wanting 

PURITY IN LIFE. 

5a “Thou shalt not commit adultery.” | 
would like to pass over that. In a mixed | 
audience like this it is difficult to speak of it, 

[ don't know of a quick 

hell 
We hear a gO xl d-al about inte mper 

he country is full of talk 
about temperance, but it is a question in my 

er way, a shorter way down to than by 
12] 

adultery, 

mind if this sin is not a twin sister, and if it 18 | 
not doing as much harm as that othe: 
intemperance 

curse of 

Many a man is blasted becanse he is living in | 
Many a woman who walked through | 

the streets pure and holy a few years ago, has | 
1 

i 
1 | 

she does not turn | 

| 

DISHONESTY 

| 8. Next weight “Thou shalt not steal. 
It may be that some of you say, “ No thieves 
are here to night You can pass that weight,’ 

o Mais oro | 

He has taken a shil | 

My dear friend, 
| if you have committed this sin, make up your | 
wind not to sleep to-night until you have con 
fessed it to God, and make restitution at once, | 

i 

should summon you into His | 
scales, what would youn say! Are you ready to step | 
into the scales and be weighed? Say, my friend 

) ““ Step in against those weights, | 
I'll try to tell you 

shalt 

how can 17 

Y. “Thou 

have not time to deal with that 

| 

not bear false witness,” | 

10 “Thou shalt not covet We have not 
been allowed to | tine to speak about this 

Bear in mind, young wan, it is not ten laws 
It 1s one law. Ave you ready to step in to-night 
against those ten weights ! 

HE MORALIST 

I can imagine there is some woralist per 
who says, “1 am 

0 

night ; it is the kind of preaching they need. ! 
at all 

Cowe, my friend, you just step into the scale 
You are, perhaps, very pure in your character, | 
I can imagine such a man steps in the scale | 
and as he steps in he looks up and he sees writ 
ten on one side, ‘‘ Except a man be born again 

don't touch me 

| he cannot enter the kingdom of God.” Tuat | 
was sald to a moralist. He feels he can't | 
enter there, for he hasn't been born again 
Perhaps he steps on the other side of the scale, | 
and now he says, “I will go in on that side.’ | 
He there sees these words, * Except your right- | 
eousness shall exceed the righteousness of the | 
Scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter | 
the kingdom of Heaven,” ¢ Well,” he says, “1 | 
guess I won't step in there,” he walks around | 
again, Then he sees, “ Except ye be converted | 
and become as little children, ve shall not 
into the kingdom of Heaven.” He 
don’t think I will step in to-night,” 
aside and says, “ [ am not ready yet, | 

enter | 

says, “1 | 

He steps 

my mind.” Well, I tell you, have time, but 
bear in mind iv is now ; this the time : 

long as you delay you're in danger. And if you 
don’t enter in God's way you can't enter at all. 
“You must be born again.” You must accept 
Jesus Christ as your Savior, or you never will be 
fit tobe weighed. He can save you, He can 
make you fit, Ifyou don't trust Him you never 

‘ ‘ Weighed 
and found wanting.” 

moderately poor enjoy their little more than the 
rich their abundance. Who is more miserable 
than he who has notking to wish for, whose 
every desire is gratified ? It is the planning, 

| and working, and struggling, and hoping, that 
| gives zest to life. One must have appetite, de- 
sive. Even in the Christian life, they that hun- 
ger and thirst for righteousness shall be filled 
Go out after the children who never attend the Sabbath-school or the church. Now is the time to work for their salvation. If they had no 

food or clothing, how the hearts of the commun ity would yearn for them and help them. How much greater their destitution who have not the oath day, to keep it holy.” Are there any 

Br P———— 

bread of life. 
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y 

into the balances, and see how quickly you will | realm of history. 
| be found 

| good old days is by no means of recent begin 

| Children have neither been governed 
| structed in religion, as they were in the davs of 
| their fathers.’ 

| school could be charged with undermining fam 

| they 

| this mode of action 

| of Massachusetts, moaned out : 

| in whizh he said sweepingly of that day 
| 1s a general and a horrible decay of Christianity 
| among the prolessors of it 

| Mather, had his say in 1678, in a 

| generation 

| earlier New England writings to fix the date of 

| of (od, begun in England and brought 
| hither, was 

| terly bewailed by the pious 

| yet much more to 

| is likely to be higher in a 
| 

| lous refugees 

ans in New England remained alive, ther 

| a better day thaa our own in 

| 

want a | 
little time to prepare, to turn over the matter in | 

; 
you | 

don’t know that you'll have to-morrow. As | 

Scarcity is often better than satiety, and the 

Cn 

THOSE GOOD OLD DAYS. 
All of us have heard that the former times 

were better than thesé. We have been assured 
from pulpit and platform, and through the press, 

| that in the good old days which are no more, 
| ehildren were better taught at home ; that they 
more commonly attended church services : N 

| 

that 
religion had more power in the family and in 
the community ; that the popular standard of 
integrity was higher ; and that in m way a line, 
if not in all lines, the church of Christ had a 

| stronger hold on the hearts and lives of the peo- 
ple in our land and in other Christian lands, 
But the difficulty is to find just when these 
good old times began and when they ended ; 
when, in fact, was their palmiest season. That 
there were such times, it is useless %o deny until 
we know what period is claimed for them. It 
13 said that a sad-hearted young man was once 
brooding gloomily over his situation and pros 
pects, when he heard an organ-grinder strike up 
the tune, “ There is a good time coming, boys.” 
Being of a practical turn of mind, he started up 
and called out from the door to the peripatetic 
inspirer, “ My friend, your tune is very encour- 
aging ; but will you be so good as to fix the date 
of that good time that’s coming ¥" However un- 

| fair that question may have been in the sphere 
of prgphecy, it is certainly a fair one in the 

Will those persons who 
mourn over the good old times which are gone, 
be so good as to fix the date of those times? 
Then we can look at the record for the evidence. 
One thing is very sure, the lament over those 

ning. It was in 1812 that Dr. Lyman Beecher, 
who was very far from being a croaker, declar 
ed, of New England, “ The ancient discipline 
of the family has been extensively neglected, 

nor in- 

And this was before the Sunday 

ily religion [wo vears later, he told of the 
deliberate purpose ot Christian parents to leave 
their children untaught in Bible truth so that 

could be duly * converted ” 
sciously lost condition : 

from 

the 

a con 
and of results of 

“The specious argument 
of leaving children uninstructed in religion, 
that they might, at a riper age, choose their own 
religion without bias, gave leisure for depravity 
to mature its alienating prejudices. The re- 
sult was a brood of infidels, and heretics, and 
profligates.” That is not a very inviting pic 
ture for comparison, It is evident that the 
good old days were some distance back of seventy 
years ago. 

; 

Thirty years earlier, in 1783, the Rev. Samuel 
orrey, in a sermon before the General Court 

“ How is re 
through the neglect of 

the religious service and worship of God, and of 
the religious education of children and youth in 
families, 

ligion dying in families ! 

Truly, here and hereby religion re 
ceived its death's wound.” 7%hat evidently was 
not a goed time, as good men viewed it, in com 
parison with former days Let us push back 

Dr. Cotton Mather publish- 
ed a sermon in 1706 on “ The Good id Way,” 

into earlier times, 

“There 

Ah ! sinful nation 
Ah ! children that are oor: ipters, The com 
plaints of the corruptions 

little 

every day, wounding our ears. 

in the lives of Chris 
tians short of universal, are every where, 

It will never 
do to stop at 1706 to note the beginning of the 
decline from the good times of which we are in 
search Dr. Increase Mather, father of ¢ otton 

treatise en 

He 
" Prayer 1s needful on this account. in 

titled, “ Pray for the Rising Generation 
said 

that conversions are bh wing rare in this age 
of the world I'he e rising genera 
tion 18 a poor, perishiing uneconve rted, and (8x 
cept the Lord pour down his Spirit) an undone 

['hen, as showing that he was not 

ence RR
 

a 
4 

[EDITOR AND PROPRIETOR. 

| there had been any better day than theirs. The 
Israelites in the wilderness moaned over the 
good old days of Egypt, when cucumbers and 
melons and leeks and onions and garlic and fish 
were plenty ; bnt when those good old days were 
the present time, those same people had wished 
and wished and wished for the better days of 
that other Pharaoh. After all. the only really 
good old days of the past were those in Eden 
before the Fall : and if those are the lavs that 
the croakers have in mind when they talk of the 
degeneracy of our times, they are right in their 
comparisons ; but al talk of any better days 
than these since that time is—bosh '—S. 8S. 
Times. 

FOR WHAT TO GIVE THANKS. 
REN o B 

I. For God's goodness O give thanks unto 
the Lord ; for He is good ; for His merev endur- 

BROOKES, 

eth for ever. 1 Chron. xvi, 34 ; Ps. cvii, 1: 
exviii, 1. 

II. For His hols NERS Sing unto the Lord, 
O ye saints of His, and give thanks at the re 
membrance of His holiness, Ps. Xxx, 4 ; xevii, 
12;¢exl, 13 

Il. For ré vealing Himself Unto Thee, O 
God, do we give thanks unto Thee do we give 
thanks ; for that Thy name is near, Thy won- 
drous works declare. Ps. Ixxv, 1 : 
1 Thess. ii, 13 

IV. For the gift of His Son. Thauks be 
unto God for His unspeakable gift, 2 Cor. ix, 
15. For God so loved the world. that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in Him should not perish, but hav 
life. John iii, 16 : Rom. vi, 23. 

V. Fora present salvation. Giving thanks 
unto the Father, which hath wade us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints In 
light ; who hath delivered us from the power of 
darkness, and hath translated us into the king- 

; exxXxviii, 2 : 

e everlasting 

dom of His dear Son. Col 1, 12,13; John vi, +7 
VI. For victory. The sting of death is sin : 

and the strength of sin is the law But thanks be tq,God, which giveth us the vie tory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 1 Cor. xv, 56, 57 = 
JN » 

tom. vii, 25. 

VII Fas everything. In everything give thanks ; for this is the will of God in Christ She concerning you, 1 Thess. v, 18. Be care- tul for nothing ; but in evervthin r 
ul thing ; ut in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God. Phil. iv. 6 - Eph. v, 20, 

WiNNiNG Sours —Christiau character is in dispensable to the winner of souls There must be consistency. A young man I knew had the utmost respect for religion, especially for his employer, whom he regarded as the very em- bodiment of religious principle. Ou one accasion } 
wing his temper, used 

however, the employer, | 
& profane oath. From that time religion and religious institutions seemed to have ‘ost their 
hold on that young man 

Again, there must be affectionateness. The man that hath friends must show himself friend ly. Othe: things being equal, a man's power for winning souls may be directly measured by his power for inspiring affection and confidence Cross and angular women, though their inten- tions may be good, will never win many souls I'he quiet beaming presence of a cripple, whom I buried the other day, was the means of bring ing many a sonl to Christ 

_ a 

ResorciNG 1x INiQuity : -There was an infidel blacksmith who was alw lacks ays carping at professors of religion, especially when he cord get a Chris- tian to talk to, or knew there Was One near enough to overhear him. Some choice morsel of scandal was sure to be served up about an erring minister, or a sinful deacon, or a Sunday 

referring to a low spiritual standard merely. he 
ing thal, Just now, | 

vy that are profane, drunkards, 
lascivious, scoffers at the powers of 
despisers of those that are 

there are “ many 

godliness, 

good, disobedient.” 
This puts us back more than two centuries from | 
to-day for the better days of New England and 
certainly New England was not behind the rest 
of the ce untry, in the first century of its exist 
ence, in the matter of household religion, of 
education, and of morality 

The nearest attempt we can discover in the 

the good old days, is in an election sermon by 
the Rey Mr, Prince 

affirmed that the * 

ot Boson, wherein it 18 
wonderful work of the grace 

ovel | 
3 | arried on while the greatel part ot 

the first generation live d, for about thirt 
and 

] 

then the se ond rennerat ine ; 
» ( genera on rising up and 

growing thick on the stage | a little after 1660, | 
there began to appear a decay and this increas. ed to 1670, when it grew very visible and threat ening, and was generally complained of and bit 

among them : and 
when but few of the 

It will be admitted, 
on all hands, that the average ve ligious standard | 

first generation remained.’ 

community of relig 

than in a miscellaneous busin 88 
and that * 

of the first generatien ’ 

community ; while the greater part 
of Pilgrims and Parit 

wus 
more attention to religious worship and Chris 
tian service than In our country 

day 
as a whole to 

But this ig no proof that there 

the last two hundred years, 
It 18 just eighty years ago that William Wordsworth sung, of England : 

Plain living and high thinking are no more I'he homely beauty of the good old cause Is gone ; our peace, our fearful innocence, And pure religion breathing household laws 
Poor old England ! When were 
days of Christian living 1 

Of Scotland, Dr. Thomas Chalmers tells of 
| the “ woful degeneracy” which had been 
on in the families of thut land before the 

| duction of the Sunday-schaol, at the close of the | eighteenth century, He insists that already, | in his time, the question is * not whether the 

her baloyon 

intro- 

| rising generation shall be to Christianity in | schools, or trained to it under the roof of their | fathers, but whether they shall be trained to it 
And as 

{ in schools, or not trained to it at all.” 
long ago as the year 1700, a volume on The Just | Measures of the Pious Institution of Youth, was | published in Edinburgh, in the preface to which it is declared, that in persona! religious charac- teristics “are scarcely discernible any more," While, as it is hopefully suggested, *‘ there are still some good souls,. ..it is certain that the | number of such is very small They are like | precious jewels that lie hid under the rubbish | and desolations of a stately fabric, and cannot | be found aut by a long and laborious search,” | Scotland's best days seem to be as far in the past | as New England's, 

| And so it would be found in every land, the | history of which was searched for information on this point. Solomon insisted, in his day that the persons who then wanted to know why | the former day wus better than their day, might save themselves the trouble of looking for the reasons of the decline ; for it wasn's true that 

Bra, i 4 adh, 

One day he was dilating with 

| stopped to have his horse 

| God provides you, bat 

| Never suffer your 

has been | quickly cease wo attend 
Awerica within | do to whom all churches 

2 | © s y af : ” going | Coming after you, 
| while passing along the rugged hill of life, would 

school superintendent who Lad fallen from grace 
; uncommon relish 

i is favorite thewe to a venerable elder, who 
The good old 

quietly for a while, and then he 

shod. 

man bore it 

gaid 

“ Did you ever hear the story of the rich 
and Lazarus!” ; 

- Yes, of course I have 
“ Remember about the dogs—at the gate there 
how they licked Lazarus sores V 

“ Yes : why r 

‘ Well, you remind me of those dogs 
licking sores 
their fawlts. 

man 

always 
All you notice in Christians is 

RANDOM READINGS, 
Do not wade far out into the 

: 
dangerous sea 

of this w orld’s Take the good that 
say of it, “It passeth 

18 but a temporary need.” 
goods to become youl god, 

comiort, 

away, for indeed it 

N urgeon 

Not faith, nor lengthened creeds, alone, 
Can make our lives with LC : halo shine : 

These oft become the stumbling-stone, 
While we forget Christ's life divine 

Now, ‘mid these busy, fleeting years, 
Our hearts’ best treasures freely bring Ta God, our Father, in whose sight ; 
This is the grandest offering " 

It is good for ey ery one to have an intelligent attachment to his church. Few persons more 
any church than they 
arealike. The reasons way be open to question, but jet all our fellow citizens have an attachment, for which they can give reasons to a particular church, and we shall have less carelessness, less Sabbath desecration and less crime.— Dr. John Hall, 

~ A good story is told by Dr. Johnson of a father hearing the voice of his child behind him as he was picking his way carefully alone the mountain-side, ““ Take a safe path, papa; I'm 
Ah! if older Christians, 

only remember that young Christians and chil. dren are coming on after them, how much ore circumspect would they be concerning the path taken ! 

“ Teacher, day by day in faithful work you are forging a chain that holds sowething more precious than the noblest vessel that ever float- ed at sea—the human soul ; and by and by, when there comes some furious storm of temptation with its mad rage to drive the soul on eternal ruin, that which you have wrought—your faith- ful work—is stranger than cable-chain with links of steel to hold that soul steadfast in its hour of trial, and when saved, something of the victory is yours, 

When once the sonl is rightly opened God, and drauyie life from hig Spirit, it yoo not need to go hunting the world for happiness —seeking it in nature, in science, in art, in money, in pleasure, in fashion, in changes, in orying, “ wac will show me any good 1” but it has its bleasednoss within, and is so full of the spirit of good, that it Sees in everything, gets good from everything, yp does poss tall This is the fountain within that never fails, — Joseph P. Thompson, D. D, 
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