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sayings of Jesus, instead of being antiquated 
and losing their pertinence io the conditions of 
human life, take on a larger meaning. 
of diminishing they grow in torce and signifi- 
cance, As civilization advances and life becomes 
more complex, temptations, or trials of temper 

and character, multiply. 
then to bid disciples “ watch and pray,” even 
more 
that blended warning and command. 
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account of Christian's journey through * the 
valley ot the shadow of death.” “I took notice 
that now peer Christian was so confounded that 
he did not know his own voice ; and thus I per- 
ceived it ; just when he was come over against 
the mouth of the burning pit, one of the wicked 
ones got behind him, and stepped up softly to 
him, and whisperingly suggested many grievous 
blasphemies to him, which he verily thought 
had proceedod from his own mind! This put 
Christian more to it than anything that he met 
with before, even to think that he should now 
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all joy when yom fall into divers temptations ;” 
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ticements to evil, but also other forms of trial ; 

and then he goes on to show that trials develop 
patience, and patience, when it is perfect, reveals 

# fully matured character. There is a ministry 
of good in trial. It is to character as fire is to 
the ore, as drill and discipline are to an army. 

No one is 50 secure as he who knows his frail | 
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most acustomed thus to pray will most swiftly 
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crisis of a great moral struggle. 
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and repression by sanitary improvements. The 
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fectly controllable infection ; we do not say that 
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