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sayings of Jesus, instead of being antiquated
and losing their pertinence io the conditions of
human life, take on a larger meaning.
of diminishing they grow in torce and signifi-
cance, As civilization advances and life becomes
more complex, temptations, or trials of temper
and character, multiply.
then to bid disciples “ watch and pray,” even
more
that blended warning and command.

With the lapse of years and centuries, the
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And the

now

account of Christian’s journey through * the
valley ot the shudow of death.” * I took notice
that now peer Christian was so confounded that
he did not know his own voice ; and thus I per-
ceived it ; just when he was come over against
the mouth of the burning pit, one of the wicked
ones got behind him, and stepped up softly to
him, and whisperingly suggested maay grievous
blasphemies to him, which he verily thought
had proceedod from his own mind! This put
Christian more to it than anything that he met
with before, even to think that he should now

2. Avoid. We cannot avoid all temptation.
! am not sure that it would be best for us if we
could. James says: “ My brethren, count it
all joy when yom fall into divers temptations ;”
but by “ temptations” he means not simply en-
ticements to evil, but also other forms of trial ;
and then he goes on to show that trials develop
patience, and patience, when it is perfect, reveals
# fully matured character. There is a ministry
of good in trial. It is to character as fire is to
the ore, as drill and discipline are to an army.

No one is 50 secure as he who knows his frail |
ties, and knowing them, bring them often with |
earnest petition before God. The lips that ave |
most acustomed thus to pray will most swiftly
find utterance for the urgent cry that marks the
crisis of a great moral struggle.

Then, again, prayer is more than petition ; it
i1s also communion and companionship with
Christ. Keep you

hearts busy with him and
| there will be no access for prevailing temptation,

Evil shuns him who turns every day of life into
In humble, familiar walk with his Lord. '
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lHow many live a stingy and niggardly life in
regard to their richest inward treasuves ! They
live with those they love dearly, whom a few |
more words and deeds expressive of this love
would make so much happier, richer and better ;
and llw_\ cannot, wil! not, turn the kt‘_\ and
give it out, People who in their very souls
really do love, esteem, reverence each other, |

| it 18 80 controllable as an affection

may trace the record of progressive limitation
and repression by sanitary improvements. The
time has now arrived when with all our light
and knowledge, we ought to have no great dread
of cholera. It is, in a vary special sense, a per-
fectly controllable infection ; we do not say that
It remains
to be seen whether medicine, as a healing art,
has discovered any new remedy, or learnt to ap
ply auy known and tried, but not verhaps
thoroughly understood, principle of therapy iu
relief ot ®the wmaiady. - What, however, we do

: : 4 : But the trials that de;w‘lop character will
passing of time has not lessened but intensified, .
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heaven can give.— Tillotson.
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