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THE ROOM BENEATH THE RAPTER! ’8, 
BY ELLA WHEELER WILC R. 

Sometimes when 1 have dropped to sleep 
Draped in 8 soft fuxurions gloom, 

Across my drewsing mind will creep 

The memory of another room, 
Whaére resifious’ knots in roofsboards made 

A frescoisiy of Ny ht and shade, 

Andeighing poplars brushed their leaves 

Against the humbly sloping eaves 

Again'I-féncy in my dreaws 
I'm lying in wy trindle-bed 

I seemti t4 Boe the bare old beams 

And unhewn rafters overhead ; 

The hornet's shrill falsetto hum 

[ hear again, and see him ¢ me 

Forth from his mud-walled hanging | 

Dressed in his black and yellow bloua 

I'here, summer dawus, in sleep I stirred 

And wove into wy fair drean f 

The chattering of a martin bird, 

Or rain-drops pattering on the roof 

Or half awake and half in fear 
I saw the spider spinning near 

His pretty castle, where the fly 

Should come to ruin by-and-b 

And there I fashioned from my brain 

Youth's shining structures in the air 

[ did not wholly build in vain, 

For some were lasting, firm and fair; 

And ] am one who lives to say 

My life bas held more gold than gray, 
And that the splendor of the real 

Surpassed my early dreams’ idual 

But still 1 live to wander back 
To that old time and that old place ; 

To tread my way o'er memory’s track, 
And catch the early morning's grace 

In that quaint room beneath the rafter 

That echoed to my childish langhter ; 
To dream again the dreams that grew 
More beautiful as they came rue 

Youth s Tx 

The Fireside. 
A BRAVE GIRL, 

BY FLORENCE BE. HMALLOWEFLI 

% 1 * Now mind you don't leave the 
even for a minute 

“No, ma'am 

And keep the blinds all closed, and | 

per ready for us. There's some chip 
the patitry, aud you cai 

wld turkey. Skim that pan of mi | 

collar this morning, and make » ry 

chat stale loaf in the br be X \ 
fire go out We'll be back by 

“Yes, ma'am 

Jenny handed her misty 

watched her with longi 

into the spring wagon m 

husband's side on 

seat sat old Mr. Mav, Mi: D 

littlo Agnes, the only child the | 

the front " {) 

‘ It seems to me von left a 

niece,’ said the « 

dient to a touch « 

14 gentleman 

{ the whip tart i 

trot. That child must be smarter 1 

‘I've trained her pretty well, : 

Denning, *‘ and she knows well «1 

s to deo," 

‘Deo you think it safe to leave her 

lay I" 

‘Oh, yes ; we often do hie 

and he is so flerce that a str ro 

fifty yards of the house Then 

long as Towser is around 
‘ You got the child from the | 

you said 1” 

‘Yes ;: she was only tw y 

fully stupid. Of course she wasn't 

a year or #o, but I've taught her | 

1 reckon she earns hor bre 

else. 

““ Do you send her to sch 

I let her go three months 

can't spare her fur a longer tim | 

DOCOABATrY four Lier t have nu 

anyhow, for she wil! 

a servant 

But she can read and writs 

mamma, sald Agnes Oh if und 

her go to scho 

“ What a1 

Your uncle has something bette: 

il with me 

idea, Agnes, aid M 

money than t me It In sducat 

Don't talk nonsense [hen } 

ot, and Lh nversation sooi ! | 

away from poor little Jenny 

Mr May, va Ws Visliin ! 

Mae, had take: A dren ALICY Ayn 

flered to send her to a } act ] } 

where she ald receive ] 

found it it of their} { 

were pa r, and lived : () 

school Agnes had 

taught in the district ct 

eighteen years of a She 

idea of going away. She was ey 

the prospect of being out of th 

saother's fre juent reprimands wa 

Mrs. Denning was the uni 

ungoveruable 

staall household suffered in con 

But on poor little overworked J 

temper alu 

fell more frequently than on anyon 

a night did the little child sob hers 

her little attic rvom, and wish hers 

poor house. She was more unh ppy t 

that Agnes was geing away, 

firm friends, 
“If you were only going t« Jenn 

sorrowfully, snd Jenny echoed the wi 

had a keen thirst for knowledges. and read 

thing that came in her way. 

There were tears in 

stood in the doorway this 

watobed the spring wagon and its load 
pear in the dust of the country road Mi: 

had invited his niece and her hushand and A 

Wwgo to an exhibition of a circus in a 

town. He had suggested that Jenny should go 1 

her Lig bl 

adtumn morn 

neg bor 

for he was a kind-hearted old gentleman, and hiked | 

to give pleasure, but Mra. Denning had said it wa. 
out of the question. Some one must stay at hone 1 
keep house, and Jenny could go some other tin 
Jenny thought there wasn't much likelihood 

that the * other time” would ever come. but she 

didn't say anything. And after she had seen the 

last of the spring wagon she went back into ih 
kitchen and went soberly to work washing th 

dishes, trying to enjoy the prospect of a long 4 

afterncon, undisturbed by any scolding or fault 
finding. She made such a clatter with the dishes 
that she did not bear steps on the poich outside, 
and started violently when a voice sounded close 
behind her. 

*“ Folks all away to the circus, I guess.” 
She turned, and the big dinner-plate she was in 

the act of lifting from the sink to the draining 
pon fell with a crash to the floor as she saw standing 
in the doorway two rough- “looking men, dressed is 

shabby, dirty clothes, aud wearing dilapidated fel: 
hats pulled low over their brows. She saw at once 
that, they were tramps of the worst kind. 
"Yeu, they're away,’ "abe said, trying to speak 

bravely, and wondering where Towser could b. 
that these men had entered the yard vnwolested, 
“but I can give you something to eat, if that's 

want,” 
sie J want, by a long sight,” said 

vas of br laugh, * but iv) = 
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Came, and koelt, and found their Ki 
Gufs 80 race to Heaven they bring ; » 

ZLEDOM. 

““ Pro Nosk” has correctly explained 6 wd 7 
of Pozzieoou. 
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