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VOL. XXXII.—No. 8. 
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Fall and Winter. 

New Coods! 
HAVE JUST RECEIVED : 1 Stock of a specially selected 

BEAVERS AND MELTONS, 

In Plain and Fancy Colors. 

PILOTS, 
Black and Blue Naps. 

SCOTCH SUITINGS, 
WORSTED COATINGS, 

WEST OF ENGLAND TROUSERINGS. 
ALSO: 

A VERY FINE SELECTION OF 
TWEEDS. 

WM JENNINGS, 
MERCHANT TAILOR, 

Corner Queen St. snd Wilmot’s Alley, 
25—1y. FrepERIOTON, N. B, 

GENTS Our new war book, DEEDS OF 
DARING, by Blue and Gray, is 

outselling all other boeks., Illustrated circular 
and terms free. FORSHEE & McMACKIN, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. nov 2 

Thos. W. Smith's 
—GREAT— 

Holiday Sale 
wl 

OVERCOATS, 
—BOYS'— 

ULSTERS & REEFERS, 
Tremendously Cheap, Call and See, 

CANADIAN 

april 

LINDERS,” DRAWERS, AND READY-MADE 
CLOTHING FOR BOTH MEN AND 

BOYS. VERY CHEAP. 

MENS’ OVERSHIRTS; 
TRUNKS AND VALISES. 

The Cheapest in the Market, 

FUR AND CLOTH CAPS, 

Will be sold Regardless of Cost. 

LADIES SACQUE CLOTHS, 

At a Great Sacrifice. 

OVERCOATING IN EVERY STYLE, 
Exceedingly Cheap. 

BOOTS, SHOES, RUBBEKS 
AND OVERSHOES, 

At Any Price. 

The above goods, with a variety too numerous to men- 
tion, must be sold to make room for Spring Importations. 
Be sure to call and examine stock. 
&& In the Filing and Custom Department, we 

cannot be outdone in Style, Neatness and Fitting, by 
any others in the trade. 

Stock of Cloths is large, of the Latest and Best 
Makes, and will be made up to order and satisfaction 
guaranteed. 

THOS. W. SMITH, 
FISHER'S BUILDING, 

QUEEN STREET, - - 
decl4-tf 

S. J. JENKINS, 
1 

BARRISTER-AT-LAW |- 
common, 

Solicitor, Notary, &ec. 

Office, Palmer's Chambers, Princess St,, 

ST. JOHN, N. B. 

John Richards & Son, 
General Insurance and Ticket Agents, 

QUEEN STREET, FREDERICTON, N, B, 

Insurance: 
Merchandize and all Description of Insurable Pro- 

perty at Lowest Rates. 

—ALSO— 
COUNTRY DWELLINGS, BARNS, CHURCHES 

SOHOOL-HOUSES, AND DETACHED 
OITY DWELLINGS 

Taken at Lowest Rates for THREE YEARS. 

None but First Class Reliable Offices Represented. 

Tickets: 
As we keep -, onl ah Tighat Oe in She ( City, 

FAIRE Ck Hie bok 
Tickets to all Points in the United States 

and Canada. 

Organs: 
Sole t for Wilcox & White's celebrated Organs, 

acknow to be the cheapest in the market. ar- 
ranted for Siz Years. 

Wrapping Paper: 
New Brunswick Paper Company's well-known make 

of Wrapping Paper always on ; in all sizes at mill 
prizes. 

Paper Bags: 
Nelson's Paper Bags—all Sizes, Liberal Discount to 

the Trade. Orders promptly attended to. 

Hard and Soft Coal Always on Hand, 
JOHN RICHARDS & SON, 

MANUFACTURERS’ AGENTS, 
anl4, —1y Fredericton, N.B. 

HB per gp: Tamed 6 oun 
mabbath School Libraries 

AT HALL'S BOOK STORE, FREDERICTON. 

SABBATH SCHOOL BOOKS 
AT HALL'S BOOK STORE, FREDERICTON. 

SABBATH SCHOOL PAYERS 
AT HALL'S BOOK £TORE, FREDERICTON. 

SABBATH SCHOOL CARDS 
AT HALL'S BOOK STORE, FREDERICTON, 

SUPERINTENDENT'S REFISTERS 
AT HALLS BOOK STORE, FREDERICTON. 

SABBATH SCHOOL CLASS BOOKS 
AT HALL'S BOOK STORE, FREDERICTON. 

LIBRARIANS’ BOOKS 
AT HALLS BOOK STORE, FREDERICTON. 
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cruel, 
Very Low Prices, 

M. 8. HALL, 
Opposite Normal School, 

wWayl§=ly FREDERICTON, kindred. 

Paul sent to Felix. 
A conspiracy Isa. 8: 9-22, 
Paul’s life so 
Suffering for Christ. 1 Pet. 2: 18-24, 
Disappointed malice. Job 5: 1-16, 
Af ul friend. 
Wicked devices. Ps. 10: 1—18, 

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON XI.--March 1. 

( For Questions see Star Quarterlics and Lesson Papers. ) 
ee an 

PAUL BENT TO FELIX. 

SCRIPTURE LESSON, —Acts 23: 12-24, 

DAILY READINGS. 

Acis 23: 12--24. 

ht. Acts 25: 1-12, 

1 Sam. 20: 1-23. 

GOLDEN TEXT. — If any man suffer as a Christian, let him 
not be ashamed.—1 Pet. 4: 17. 

Torres—A Conspiracy. 
A Discovery. 
A Deliverance. 

TIME, A. D, 58. 

ToricAL TREATMENT. 

yy Link.—The events narrated in this 
lesson took place on the next day after those de- 
scribed in the last lesson. 

onspiracy. After the stormy session 
of the Sanhedrin, in which Paul was in danger 
of being pulled in pieces, there came to him a 
night of calm and sweet repose. 
the person of Jesus Christ, stood by him and 
bade him be of good cheer, and gave him full 
assurance that he should live to see Rome and 
bear testimony for him in that city, then the 
capital of the world’s greatest empii. 
he was thus enjoying communion with his Mas- 
ter and resting quietly under his protection, the 
hostile jews were busy forming new schemes for 
his destruction. 
for them in learning, logic and eloquence. 
was gaining an immence influence and was 
undermining the foundation cf their ancient 
system of religion, by preaching the fulfilment 
of its prophecies, and proving conclusively that 
Jesus of Nazareth was, indeed, the promised 
Messiah, and that the nation had been mistaken 
in its conceptions of character and office of the 
Messiah, and of the nature of the kingdom 
which he would set up on earth. To accept 
these doctrines would be to surrende: 
fond hopes of future national glory, and the 
brilliant anticipations of a splendid career among 
the nations of earth by which their hearts had 
long been animated, and they could not so hum- 
ble themselves. 
whom they kad known as one of their most en- 
thusiastic supporters and ablest defenders cf the 
old order, and who had been a fierce punisher 
of these new religionists, and from whom they 
had expected so much, himself become a disciple 
of the Nazarene and a preacher of the new doc 
trines ; and made them more furious than ever 
when he Yegan to teach that Gentiles, whom 
they kad always regarded as the offscouring of 

Gospel ‘without Bret “bécoming JeWEtnkt, 18 
fact, Jews and Gentiles were reduced to the 

same level, and stood upon the same platforin 

before God, and must seek for salvation in the 
same way, and that, too, by faith in, and obedi- 

ence to, the despised Nazarene, as the World's 

The Lord, in 

While 

He was more than a match 

He 

all the 

It enraged them to see one 

The man who was so busy and so efficient in 

promulgating these doctrines was a dangerous 
man and must be got rid of in some way. 
had failed to murder him in a public riot, and 

failed to get him condemned by their own high 

council, and now they were busy concocting 

FREDERICTON. | another scheme, which seemed likely to be suc- 
Forty of their number bound them- 

selves together by a most fearful oath, invoking 

the curse of God upon themselves, if they failed 
n their purpose, to kill Paul before they would 
at or drink again. : 

and the ways of release from their 

obligations and penalties were not difficult. 
This one indicates the desperate fury by which 

They 

Such oaths were not un- 

were controlled. 
Discovery. The most skillfully con- 

structed plots often miscarry and the shrewdest 
re sometimes overthrown by siwple 
ught of means. There was in Jeru- 

salem, at this time, a young lad, a nephew of 
seems to have been alert and dis- 

Whether his parents lived in Jerusalem, 
there at school, as his uncle had been 

vears before, or had gone thither to attend the 

ish festival then in progress, we do 
and it does not matter. He was 

there, and was around among the people and 
awake, and became an instrument, in 

the hands of God, in defeating the cruel plans 
of wicked men and in opening the way for 

his uncle to preach the Gospel io governors, 
kings, military officers, and a multitude of com- 

mon soldiers and other people, and that, too, in 
circumstances such that nobody could molest 

him. God works through various agencies, and 
in the most unexpected ways causes “the wrath 
of man to praise him,” and the plots of Lis ene- 

ork for the advantage of his friends. 
With tact and discretion the lad got admission 

t where his uncle was confined and 
was allowed to communicate with him. Paul, 

g the story, sent him to Lysias, the 
chief captain, or colonel of the regiment, as we 
should say, who received him kindly and en- 
couraged him to speak freely of whatever he 
wished to say. So it came to pass that almost 
before the conspiracy was ripe, the Roman com- 
mander was possesred of all the important facte 
concerning it and was prepared to act promptly 
and decisively, 

A deliverance. He determined to send 
his prisoner at once to Cmsarea, the Roman 
capital, and military headquarters of the coun- 
try. That he might do this the more success- 
fully he would start at nine o'clock the next 
evening and push forward to Antipatris during 
the cool hours of the night. The whole distance 
wae about seventy miles, and Antipatiis was, 
probably, about forty-two miles from Jerusalem. 
In a forced march they could reach that plaice 
soon after sunrise the next morning, and when 
the malignant conspirators should present their 
request to Lysias, the object of their hatred 
wonld be far away and it would be impossible 
for him to grant what they desired. 
The intervening country was full of assassins, 

and bands of lawless desperadoes. 
policy of the Roman government to move with 
power, if at all, and to overa~e all opposition 
by the exhibition of its great resources. That 
the business might be executed promptly and 
successfully quite a little army was detailed for 
the expedition, and was entirely successful in 
carrying out the instructions given, 
delivered to Felix, the governor, who promised 
to hear the case when his accusers should appear 
and consign him to safe quarters in the royal 

THOUGHTS AND APPLICATIONS, 

I. Religious zeal is something blind and 

II. Strangers are sometimes kinder than 

It was the 

Paul was 

SAINT JOHN, N. B,, FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 1885. 

dhe Futelligencer. IIL. Though ready to die for his faith, one 
i should not recklessly expose himself to peril. 

| TOPICS POR FURTHER STUDY. 

I. The Roman governors of Judea. 
11. The moral bigotry of the Jews. 
ITI. Paul's journey to Cesarea. 

WHAT WAS THE REASON ? 
BY A, M, ( 

“ I'd like % know what's got into our minis- 
ter ? That was a splendid sermon, anyway. And 
just think how he stammered and stuttered the 
first Sunday. Mamie Graves and Flora Wes- 
ton and a Jot of the girls were there to hear our 
‘new minister,” and I was just as ashamed as I 
could be.” 
“8o was I. Mame tossed her head when 

she came out, and said, ‘ Well, I guess I shan’t 
go to hear him very often. I thought Le'd never 
get through. Did you ever hear such a slow 
mortal in all your life ?” 
“1 wouldn't have gone to church the next 

Sunday if mother hadn't made me. His ser- 

‘WORK FOX GOD“ESSENTIAL TO A 
LIFE OF FAITH. 
RY REV. A. ATWOOD, 

None will do much good or sacrifice much, 
unless their hearts are free to it. Nature re- 

| luctates. But when Christ fills the soul, there 
{is an impelling influence. To resist this 

may bave free course and be glorified.” He asks | INJURIOUS TALKING. 
the Ephesians to pray always for him ; that ut- A Frenchman, speaking of a person k 
terance ma ive im, t » may Th : db rpm ogling he 3p ce may be given to him, that he may open | to his comrades, said, *“ His mouth costs him | 
his mouth boldly to make known the mystery | nothing, for he always opens it at ti (pe of the gospel, that he may speak boldly as he] SF ee Her Sond dhas. amg wh gospel, the y speak 20'dly 48 N€| of others.” There are multitudes of persons to | ought to speak. He desires the Colossians to : ! 4 whom that remark will apply. Exaggeration | pray for him, that God would open unto him a |, . : Bo ih RT | and defamation are two fertile sources of social | 

WHOLE No. 1619. 

ones whom he has led to Jesus know him well. 
Perhaps yonder sister has a class in the San 

day-school ; nothing striking in her or in her 
class ; nobody thinks of her as a remarkabl 
worker ; she is a flower that blooms almost un 
seen, but she is none the less fragrant. 
There is a Bible woman ; she is mentioned in 

| impulse is to obscure faith. To seek the praise 
| of men, is to utterly quench it. A mother’s love 
for her children is the strongest impulse, com- 

power of intercessory prayer. He felt the need 
of help, and cast himself upon the people’s 
hearts, continually imploring them to plead with 

door 9 » M4 -. 1 of ol 1 > | . . » » ! i - 1 iat 
of utterance. The apostle believed in the mischief. We meet with persons who sensi- | th® Teport as making 80 many visits a week, but 

tively shrink from the deliberate violation of | nobody discovers all she is doing for the poor 
truth, who will habitually over-color their state- | and needy, and how many are saved in the Lord 

pelling duty. Fullness of love, imparted by the 
Holy Spirit, has a similar impelling power. The 
world will never be reached and saved until this 
divine impulse is felt by Christians generally. 
Christ went about doing good. So must His 
followers. 
With a rich unetion fro: Christ filling his 

soul, the minister loves his paipit. He looks 
over his congregation tenderly, and believes that 
the Spirit is working with, and drawing all to- 
ward Christ. He is only a co-worker with God 
in leading men, women and children into the 
right way of the Lord. He is always full of 
his theme, and ready to preach, exhort or pray, 

God for him, 
And surely, if the great and strong apostle 

needed the prayers of the churches among which 
be labored, the pastors of to-day, standing in so 
much weakness in the midst of their congrega- 
tions, need far more the prayers of those to 
whom they minister. And it the eloquent, 
mighty, and inspired St. Paul was not ashamed 
to ask to be prayed for, surely no Christian 
pastor in these times need make any apology 
for asking his people to pray for him. 

Even Jesus craved the sympathy of his friends, 
wanted to feel that he was sustained by their 
love and tenderness, sought to lean on them in 

mons have been growing better right straight 
along, lately ; but this was the best of all.” 

* * * * + 

“1 declare, Tom, something's the matter with 

our minister | His reverence gave us a grand 
good sermon to-day. I've said more than once 
that his thoughts were well enough, but I could 

put them better, myself. But there was good, 
strong thought, and good language, too, in that 
sermon this afternoon.” 

“That's a tact, Fred,” replied Tom. *‘ And 
Just think what a speech he made at the tem- 
perance meeting the other night! I was half 
sorry when they called on him, for I don't like 
to see any man made fun of, and I knew there 
were some fellows there only waiting for a 
chance. Bat they didn't get a chance to do 
anything but cheer him that night, I tell yen. 
He spoke as if he believed every word he said, 
too.” 

“ Yes, that's the way he talked to-day. 1 tell 
you what, Fred, some things he said cut pretty 
close. I may be a Christian, myself, yet. Who 
knows 7” 

“ We can’t blame him for it if we are not— 
that's suze! Mr. Steady over here at the 
‘Congo’ knows a great deal more than Mr. 
Downing ever did or ever will. I like him, 
too, and like to hear him preach. But somehow 

his sermons don’t seem to come from the heart, 

as Mr. Downing'’s do lately. They don’t make 
you feel as if he really wanted you to be a 
Christian.” 

ES * * %* * 

What was the matter with Mr. Downing? 
Ah, the recording angel knew some things of 
which careless Nellie and baiting Tom and Fred 
had never thought. Neither nature nor educa- 
tion had made Mr. Downing a brilliant man. 
But the call, “ Go thou,” bad come to him, and, 

not daring to disobey, he had undertaken the 
work of a Methodist minister, The rich city 
churches must have talented preachers; the 
wanufacturing villages must have the men who 
can hold and sway peculiar audiences ; the sem- 
inary towns must have men in their pulpits 
WUE sulOIat SIE 1 50 it came to puss thal 
Brother Downing was sent from one small, fee- 

ble, struggling church to another still smaller, 

if possible, more feeble and struggling—here a 

year and there a year—until both himself and 

his heroic wife were nearly worn out by the life 

of the itinerancy. 
Not that they complained—oh, no! When 

they saw their children growing up in the midst 

of poor schools and frequent changes, with ne 

home ties binding them to a single spot upon 

God's earth, and shaping pleasant memories for 
after years ; when the husband saw the roses 

fade from the care-worn cheeks of bis wife, and 

the wife saw the wrinkles of old age settle pre- 
maturely around her husband's eyes ; when there 

seemed no possibility of saving anything out of 
the scanty salary, they would whisper softly, 
“ The Lord will provide,” and study together 
how to exercise still more careful economy, that 
their gifts to the Lord might not be lesa. 

The Conference wheel, in one of its turns, 

carried Brother Downing to the little village of 

H. The church was weak in its own estima- 
tion, and, therefore, in the eyes of the commun- 

ity. They did not expect a great man— they 
knew they could not pay the salary which first- 
cliss talent commands everywhere. But they 
were disappointed the first Sunday ; and one 
good steward said to another, Well, guess we 

haven't gained much by this change, Brother C.” 
“ May-be he'll grow better,” said Brother C., 

hopefully. “ He was frightened to-day. Reckon 
you and I would have been, in his place. The 
first thing we've got to do is to get acquainted 
with him, 

So while the young people came to church 
only because of parental direction, or to make 
sport, or stayed away for lack ot attracting in- 
fluences, the ¢ stand-bys” were * getting ac- 
quainted” with the minister and his family. 
The church paper and the Heathen Women's 
Friend were found on the parsonage table, if 

pies and cake were conspicuous by their ab- 
gence. The faithful few who had sustained the 
missionary, auxiliary found in Sister Downing 
one whose heart was warm for the cause, and 
who knew the way to the Throne. The attend- 
ants at prayer-meeting learned that however 
Brother Downing’s voice might falter when 
pleading with men, when talking with God he 
“had power, and prevailed.” 

By-and-by somebody, who bad caught a 
plimpse of empty shelves, proposed a pound 
party. Young folks and old were ready for 
that, and so, one evening, the pastor and his 
wife were thoroughly surprised, and the kitchen 
table was covered with mysterious bundles. A 

feeling that their gifts had touched the hearts of 
the recipients. 
On the next Sabbath, by the operation of that 

mysterious law which interests us in those whom 
we help, the congregation was unusually large. 
Was the sermon really so much better than 
usual 1“ Mr. Downing actually had something 
to say that was worth hearing!” “There's 
something in that man, after all.” “Say what 
you like about his preaching, he's thoroughly 
good.” Comments like these were exchanged 
as the listeners separated. 

Somebody discovered, one day, that the win- 
ister’s overcoat was worn thin and threadbare, 
and that the minister's wife really needed a new 
bonnet, in order to be as well dressed as her 
sisters in the church. As the said somebody was 
a woman gifted with the power to do, the dis- 

after the timerous feeling attending every be- 
ginner is worn off, and his full Christian man- 
hood has come. If he walks in the light, and 
communes with God and unseen things, his 
work is pleasant, every part of it. In this I 

the hours of his toil and struggle, and was sore- 
ly disappointod when he came and found them 
asleep. 
No Christian minister can long do his work 

faithfully and efficiently if he is not conscious of 
speak from experience principally. being sustained, and supported by the continual 

But with both ministers and laymen and wo- | prayer of his people for him and their strong 
men, all depends on faith in God. This, of | sympathy with him. He needs prayer for him- 
conrse, must be included, must rule in the heart, | self personally, thut the Spirit may ever abide 
or there is enjoyment in no moral and spiritual | upon him. He needs prayer for the divine 
work. With Christ filling the heart, no work | blessing upon his work, without which the most 
is hard ;. without Him, nothing is easy. There | laborious and skilful ministry will yield no 
is a laxury in preaching, prayer, and songs of | fruits. : 
praise, if the heart is right with God. To climb| Many an eloquent sermon falls dead and cold 
up a devious, dark stairway may be trouble- | upon human hearts because the people dec not 
some; but on entering the room where humanity | pray. Many a plain, simple sermon has great 
lies suffering, to adjust the pillow, to sit down | power because the prayer is ascending to God 

is conveyed to the mind of the listener, 
thus lower the tone of their own mind, destroy 

of their friends, and sow the seeds of much 
error in the world. They soon discover that 
they are not credited even when they speak 
soberly. Their moral drafts upon social confi- 
dence are dishonored. 
Bat perhaps the most injurious talk is that 

| which detracts from the character of another— 
that which openly or in disguise strikes at the 
reputation of a brother pilgrim—that which 
“cuts men's throats with whisperings ”"— that 
which is adopted by the envious rival who seeks 
to build ‘“ his name on the ruins of another's 
fame.” Little does the slanderer think what a 
bitter harvest he will himself reap from the 
calumnious words he has uttered. A lady 
visited Philip Neri on one occasion, accusing 
herself of being a slanderer. “ Do you fre 
quently fall into this fault ? he inquired. * Yes, 
very often,” replied the penitent. “ My dear 
child,” replied Philip, * your fault is great, but 
the mercy of God is greater; I now bid thee 
do as follows: Go to the nearest market and 
purchase a chicken just killed and still covered 
with feathers ; then walk to a certain distance, 
plucking the bird as you go. Your walk finished, 
return to me.” The woman did as he desired, 
and returned, anxious to know the meaning of 
so singnlar an injunction. “ You have been 

ments tO such an extent that a false impression | through her instrumentality. : They | God's dear servants are serving him without the 
| encouragement of man’s approving eye, yet they 

| the power of conception, diminish the confidence | not alone ; the Father is with them. 

Hundreds of 

Never mind where you work ; care more how 
you work ; never mind who sees if God ap- 
proves. If he smiles, be content. "We cannot 
always be sure when we are mostjusefal. It is 
not the acreage you sow, it is the multiplication 
which God gives the seed which makes up the 
harvest. You have less to do with being suc- 
cessful than with being faithful. Your main 
comfort is that in your labor you are not alone. 
For God, the Eternal One, who guides the 
marches of the stars, is with you,—2%e Rev. C, 
H. Spurgeon. 

— 

DRESS PLAINLY ON THE SABBATH. 
It is taste, 

_ It would lessen the burdens of many who 
find it hard to maintain their places in society. 

It would lessen the temptations to dress be- 
yond the income, 

If every one dressed plainly but neatly for 
church services, persons in moderate circum- 
stances, and the poor would be more likely to 
attend. 

Moderation in dress would improve the man- 
ners of the congregation, by preventing the wan- 
dering of the eyes and thoughts. 

[t would lessen, on the part of the rich, the and sing a verse full of faith and hope, to cheer | from the pews that it may be used as the sword | tem ptations of vanity. 

pointing to the rest, the mansion prepared and 

loved ones who have gone before, who are seeing | i 
us now and waiting to welcome us “into ever- || 

pathy and love as no other work can. 

to lay aside all other employ. 
the happiest Christians I know. 

is to speak too tamely. It overwhelmed them. |t 
In speaking of the suffering ones whom they |s 

oa start, and praise would come from their 
ips. 
Such labor pays better than most other work. | t 

To call it hard work is to indicate a low state |e 
of grace, 
sick babe, or is it impossible to dry up her in- 
terest in the child? The soul absorbed in la- 
boring for suffering humanity enjoys life more 
than most others, He has meat to eat when 
others taste not. 

In every-day life there are hourly opportuni- 
ties to throw a little sweet into every bitter cup 
countenance, S02, 10 win “a smile from a sad 
The cost is trifling ; the serviee is imsvug = 
eternity. It is in little matters that men can do | I 
the most good ; yet it is just here that most of us 

are most neglectful. 
thing that would call the attention of the cow- 

v
o
 

crave the task. But if it is merely to make the 

orphan glad and the widow's heart rejoice, the 

common opinion is, it will not pay and therefore 

nothing is done. Hence the unhappiness of most 

church members. Hence, too, the doubt with |, 

some whether the church does much good in 

this world. Some can do good in one way, some | | 

in another. 
Ail who desire to live and enjoy Christ, mus’ 

do guod to the bodies or souls ot those living 

near them. No pure, sweet comfort in religion 

can be assured in any other way. Idleness is 

ruin in business matters, and in piety as well. 

The captive little maid, in the family of Naaman, 

was useful, as through her, Naaman, her master, 

was cured of his leprosy. A few kind words to 

a child soon draw the parents to church and to 

Christ. I could furnish many examples of this, 

but I need not. All men believe it. Mr. 

Fletcher says, “ Throw a bone to a dog and he 

will love you while he lives, but God pours rich 

-
 

‘ 

I 

turn !” 

He works by men and women. You say, 

Why does He not do the good Himself? Why 
did He not enlighten Cornelius Himseif. Why 

send to Joppa for Peter? Thus foolish men rea- 

son on the ways of God. He intends that be- 

They need the exercise. He does the work 

through them. Peter causes the well-known 

beggar to leap like a healthy boy, but speaks to 

up the suffering one with words of kindness, | of the Spirit. 

ready for our entrance, to speak of the many | woman who used to come to the church and sit 

lasting habitations” —this kind of work, when | work of the Lord. 
continued for a month or two, draws, attracts, | or two young men came and coufessed Christ. 
cheers and fills believers with tenderness, sym- | Then it was learned that this old woman had 

I could | long been in the habit of singling out certain 
prove this by giving the names of a half-score of | young men for personal and earnest prayer. 
women who were so absorbed in such work as | While the pastor was preaching, sitting in her 

And they were [dark corner in the gallery she was helping in 
To say they | prayer, definite, importunate prayer, for some 

enjoyed such work, that to them it was a luxury, | one young man’s soul ; and that was the hand— 

visited, their faces would seem to light up, tears | led those young men, one by one, to Christ. 

Is it bard for a mother to care for her | « 

And the lame spread ; in every soul that heard 

6c 

If we could do some great | « «() ord, I thank thee that my feeble strength 

munity, and make ue a lasting name, all would | Were melted at my pleading—knew at length 

w
m
 

a spirit of supplicating intercession for the 

[a
d 

of the few who are now converted, might there 

not be thousands 1—/lus. Weekly. ing their power. These are founded on His 

N character and government. Full faith in Him 
PASTORAL VISITATION. would dry up every source of sorrow. He may 

blessings on men, yet they curse Him in re- agined that no church can thrive and prosper 

without “a settled pastor,” 
pastoral visitation seems to be almost obsolete 

ago, who admitted that in his visiting among 

—
 

lievers shall be the instruments of His work. | ,o, up in talking about current news and pas- 

very faithful to the first part of my orders,” said 
Philip, “ now do the second part and you will 
be cured—retrace your steps, pass through all 
the places you have traversed, and gather up 
one by one all the feathers you have scattered.” 
“But,” said the woman, * I cast the feathers 
carelessly away, and the wind carried them in 
all directions.” * Well, my child,” replied 
Philip, “ so it is with your words of slander ; 
like the feathers which the wind has scattered 
they have been wafted in many 
Call them back now it you can, 
more.” —The Quiver, : 

A story is told of a poor, old, lame colored 

n a dark corner of the gallery. No one sup- 
rosed that she was helping in any way in the 

Yet every communion one 

directions, 
b= t 
(0 sin no 

A TROUBLED HEART. 
The worst of all troubles are heart troubles, | © 

Physicial pain is more easily borne than anguish | 
of spirit. Despondency, sorrow, fainting of | 
heart, are well known among men, The roll of | 
the world’s history is written within and with- | 
out with mourning, lamentation and woe. 

he hand of that lowly, obscure colored woman, 
tretched ont in earnest entreaty—that really 

There is a poem by Miss Procter, “ The 
lelping Prayer,” which illustrates the power of 
he people's prayers in making the preaching 
ffective. 

The monk was preaching : strong his earnest 
word ; 

From the abundance of his heart he spoke. 

| 

troubled. Why, when man is born to trouble 
as the spark to fly upward, was this percept | 8 
uttered ! The reason is given. in | 
God, believe also in we.” Faith, confidence in | 
God, is the great preventive of heart troubles. 

The cares of life are a source of trouble to 
many-—in some measure to all. The Holy Spiiit 
says: ‘‘ Be careful for nothing; but in every 
thing. bv raver and supplication, with thanks- 
trust in the declarations of God. God com- 
mands us to take no anxious, distressing thought 
for the morrow. God’s commands are reason- 

able, If obeyed, the source of trouble arising 
from worldly cares would be removed. If God 
were to say to you, ‘“ Plunge inte the stream, | 

] safely over,” you | 
3 f | 

| 

Sorrow and love and good resolve awoke. ore 
he poor lay brother, ignorant and old, 
Thanked (iod that he had heard such words of 

gold. 

‘Still let the glory, Lord, be thine alone ’— 
Se.prayed the monk, his heart absorbed in praise: 

t was thy blessing, Lord, that made my wora h 
Bring light and love to every soul that heard. 

Has been so blessed : that sinful hearts and cold 

How sweet thy service and how safe thy fold ; 
Vhile souls that loved thee saw before them rise 
Still holier heights of loving sacrifice,’ and I will cause you to pass "3 

would not distrust Him ; you would obey Him. | 
Why not obey him when he says, * Be careful | 
for nothing 1” Perhaps vou may say, “1 could 
trust Him if everything were not so dark.” |t 

¢ So prayed the monk, when suddenly he heard 
An angel speaking thus : ‘Know, O my son, 
hy words had all been vain, but hearts were stirred 
And saints were edifiad and sinners won 

3y his, the poor lay brother's, humble aid, 
Who sat upon the pulpit stair and prayed.’’ 

Al 

Blessed are they that have not : 

‘ 

your foresight. 
geen, yet have ovelieved. 

All things work together for good to those |’ 

who love God. Tuisis God's declaration, and |! 

therefore must be true. Let this truth be acted 
on, and how many sources of trouble would re- | ¢ 

There is no member of a church who cannot 

hus help in the Lord's work by prayer. If the 
pirit of criticism which often prevails in the 

ews while the pastor preaches were to become 

yreacher and for souls, very different would be 3 1] main ! 
he results from what are now beheld. Instead Christ does not promise to remove the causes | ¢ 

of trouble ; he furnishes the means of neutraliz 

let their 

in view of the most | 

well command His followers to not 
hearts be troubled, even 

gloomy prospects. Nothing can bappen without | 
our Heavenly Father. The prayer, * Lord in- 
crease our faith,” should accompany our con- 
stant efforts at its exercise.— Advocate. 

At the present time, while it seems to be im- 

the idea of real 

We were conversing with a “ pastor” not long 

iis people he did not pray with them or converse " 

with them on religious subjects, The time was | HINTS FOR HUSBANDS. 

The first duty of husbands is to sympathize | 
with their wives in all their cares and labors. | 
Men are apt to forget, amid the perplexities 

and annoyances of business, that howe cares are 

sing affairs. 
A writer in the Christian Standard says :— 

“ Lately I heard of a minister who, upon visiting 

O! 

see, 

son can answer the boy's argument. 
tices are hoth wrong, or they are both right. 

few grateful words were spoken, and all had a | 

the Jewish council thus :—* Be it kuown unto | poo mpers, asked the following questions : 
you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by | poo any of the family are converted ? Do they 
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye | 4 Foch and Sunday-school ? 

crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even | ,y001,4 4nd commune at the last communion ser- | 

by Him doth this man stand here before you | i.o9 Dy yeu have family worship, and when | 
whole.” : In addition to this he endeavored to speak with 
Not a single snowflake that falls is useless. | , + \omber of the family in regard to their 

Not a kind word to a child, not a whisper of the | own spiritual condition and had prayers with 

name of Jesus in the ear of the guilty, not a1 hom, Surely, I thought, here must be an old- 

prayer for the distant or obdurate, fails to do |: 0 minister. One of the prominent members 

good. He who numbers the hairs of our heads, said he had made the first pasteral visit they had 

knows it all, and sees the motives by which We | had for over ten years. They had had friendly 

are actuated in trying to benefit others. The | ips ang gocial calls, but no pastoral calls for 
least effort is not lost. He awakens and saves |. length of time.” 

by using us, poor and unworthy a Reka One of the great reasous assigned for the ex | 

Believe it all ye who trust in Christ for guid-|; 0,06 of what modern Christendom calls * pas- 

ance. In working for souls, for the sorrowing, | oe ig that they may visit the people. But 
the tempted, keep in view the fact that His | og) 0 oro they to visit for? Is it simply to in- 
promise is sure. Even a cup of cold water to a terchange the compliments of the season, and 

famishing one brings a reward. He who hasall pass a half-hour in trifling or general conversa- 
power says 80, and I believe Him. Bo you?|io, 1 git to take tea or take dinner here and 

Then work for Christ. there? Is it to go into prayerless homes and 
“If you want a field of labor leave them as prayerless as they find them ! Is 

You can find it anywhere.” this the work to which men claim to be called 
No man can live a life of faith unless he works | of God, and for which they are supported by 

for God in some way of doing good. In the | the people? Surely, if this be so, then we have 

pulpit he must keep his eye on God, not on bim- yet to learn the first elements of the duty of the 

self. In the social means of grace, Christ wust | minister of Jesus Christ. Is it not quite time 

be kept constantly before him. Even in speak- | (hat those concerned in this matter look about 

ing to a little child, in aiding the poor or sick, | them and see just what duties their position de 
it must be done as in the presence of God. Self | \pands? If they watch for seuls, and must give 

must drop out of sight. God must be honored | 4 account, let them see to it that they be able 
by all who work for Him. Otherwise there |go do it with joy and not with grief. Lt. will be 

will be no felt luxury in trying to do good. A |g gad day for the minister of the Gospel when 

single eye must be secared, or God will not | he comes to meet in judgment those whose spir- 

honor our labor. The fields are already |jtyal interests were confined to his care, but who 
white for the harvest. Thrust in the reaper!|oame unready and unwarned to meet their 
Zion's Herdld. doom. 

Did; you | 

covery bore fruit upon the Chriztmas tree in the 
shape of overcoat and bonne 

nd meantime, as Tom and Nallie asked, 
“ What was the matter with the minister 1” 

‘Well, the people loved bim, appreciated him, 
and showed their love and appreciation. Whit- 
tier says,— 

“ Soft vine leaves open to the moistening dew 
And warm, bright sun.” 

Was that it 1—Zion's Herald. 

Religion can not pass away, The burning of a 
little straw may hide the stars of the sky ; 
but the stars are there, and will reappear.— 
Carlyle. 

“1 have taught you,” says the Apostle, “pub- 
licly and from house to house.” HELPING BY PRAYER. 

BY REV. J. R. MILLER, D, D. 

Sometimes the people forget that they ave to 
help the pastor, yet there sre many ways in 
which they really share with him the responsi- 
bility for the success of the work of the church, tl 
One of the most effective ways of helping is by | the wanderers, and rescue those that are perish 
prayer. In all St. Paul's epistles he is continu- | "8 
ally casting himself, in his urduous ministry, — 
upon the sympathies of the ple, and asking 
them to pray for him. * Brethren, pray for 
ws.” “Pray for us, that the word of the Lord 

to the Great Shepherd in the day of reckoning 

| of their wives, 
| sympathy and attention, but are toe apt to have 

fi also annoying, and try the patience and strength 
They come home expecting 

none to give. Frequently they are morose and 
peevish, and give their attention to the news- 

paper, or leave the house, or seek the compan- 

ionship of men at the club or the store and 
sometimes the hotel, while their wives are left 
alone and sad, borne down with family cares, 
and longing for sympathy and affection. A 
single kindly word or look to indicate her hus- 
band’s thoughtfulness would lift half the weight 
of care from her heart. ( 

Secondly, husbands should make confidants 
of their wives, consulting them on their busi- 
ness plans and prospects, and especially on their 
troubles and embarrassments. A woman's in- 
tuition is often better than all the wisdom and 

[tv would lessen, on the part of the poor, the 
temptations of envy, uncharitableness and dis- 
content. 

It would save time for rest on the Sabbath 
day. 

It would relieve our means of a serious pres- 
sure and leave more epportunities for doing 
good. 
At the same time, we do not believe it is re- 

quired of us to wear sackeloth and long faces on 
he Sabbath. Nature, herself, seems to wear 
brighter garments on this blessed day of the 
week, and it is meet that we should dress well 
and tastefully, even cheerfully, and enjoy the 
golden day of the week with grateful hearts and 
omely attire.— Exchange. 

HIGH SALARIES, 
“1 am afraid,” said a very good member of a 

And | church to a winisterial friend, “ that these high 
yet Christ says to us, Let not your heart be | S*laries are going w injure the ministry.” 

Ah!” said the minister, *“ how much did vou 
ive your minister, thirty years ago 
“ Four hundred and seventy-five dollars.” 
*“ What did you charge him for wood then ¥” 
“A dollar and a half a cord, and drew his 

wood every winter,” 
“ How much would you charge him now 1” 
“ About six dollars.” 
“How much did you 

ntter 1” 
“I should want nrty ceuus. 
“ That tells the story,” said the minister : 

use to charge for 

“ a thousand dollars now is worth only about 
four hundred dollars twenty years since.” 
How ministers are to be injured by doubling 

Id salaries, even were it done, it is difficult to 
I'bink of 1t, church members ! 

A Boy's Locic.—A boy astonished his Chris- 
ian mother by asking her for a dollar to buy a 

God's veracity and power does not depend upon | share in a raffle for a silver watch that was to 
ve raffled off in a beer-saioon. His mother was 
jorrified, and rebuked him, * But,” said he, 

‘ mother, did you not bake a cake with a ring 

n it, to be raffled off in a Sunday-school fair 1" 
“0 my son,” said she, “ that was tor the 

shurch.” 
“ But if it was wrong,” said the boy, “ would 

loing it for the church make it right? Would 

| it be right for we to steal money to put in the 
collection? And if it is right for the church, is 
it not right for me to get this watch if I can?” 
The good woman was speechless, and no per- 

The prac- 

THANKFULNESS.—Said a very old man, 
“Some folks are always complaining about the 
weather, but | am very thankful when I wake up 
in the morning and find any weather. “ We may 
smile at the simplicity of the old man, but 
still his language indicates a spirit that contrib- 
utes much to calm and peaceful life. It is better 
and wiser to cultivate that spirit than to be 
always complaning of things as we are. Be thank- 
ul for such mercies as you have, and if God sees 

it will be for your good and his glory, he will 
give youmany more. At least, do not make your- 
self and others unhappy by vour ingratitude and 
complaints.— The Presbyterian. 

RANDOM READINGS. 
Suffering may be a rod to chastise: may be a 

scepter to empower. 

The day of suffering is a short one, but the 
lay of remuneration is an everlasting one. 

There are a thousand things welove more than 

God without being sensible of it. He whom we 
are most concerned to please, and are most afraid 
to offend. Let us try our love by this rule.— 
Bishop P. Wilson. 

Itis no great matter to live lovingly with good- 
natured, humble, and meek persons ; but he #ho 
can be so with the forward, wilful, ignorant, peev- 

ish and perverse, hath trae charity.— Thomas de 

shrewdness of her “ better half,” and her ready 

sympathy and interest is a powerful aid to his 
efforts for their mutual welfare. 

Thirdly, men should show their love for their 
wives in c.ustant attentions, in their manner of 

And this not | 

because he was a “ pastor,” salaried or hired % | of unnoticed labor. 
do it, bat because the love of Christ constrained | way which is exceedingly useful, but not at all 
him, and the needs of perishing souls pressed | noticeable. 
hard upon his heart. How shall we give account | 416 those little corners of the newspapers and 

The sustaining and upholding Christ is not 
e from the world because we do not see him. 

e still walks, though not in Jerusalem alone, 

| treating them, and in the thousand and one tii- 

| fliz.g offices of affection which may be hardly 
| noticeabie, but which make all the difference 
| between a life of sad and undefined longing and 
| cheery, happy existence. 

Above all, men should bLeware of treating 

| their wives with rudeness and iecivility, as 
| though they were the only ones not entitled to 
| their consideration and respect. They should 

| think of their sensitive feelings and their need | 
of sympathy, and ** never let the fire of love go 

| out, or cease to show that the flame is burning 
| with unabated fervor.” 

| LONELY LABORERS. 
Many Christians have to endure the solitude 

They are serving God in a 

How very sweet to many workers 

Kempe. 

My heart cries out to those who have loved me, 
and gone te the heavenly land; and when I cry 
to them 1 hear a voice answering, as the Spirit 
and the bride are represented as saying, “Come.” 
At night, by day, at twilight, in joy,in sorrow, 
I hear the voices of loved ones saying, ** Come.” 

Have any of the promises ot the Word of God 
ever failed! Not one. Its hopes have never disap- 
peicted, and yet when men are in trouble how 
many seek comfort elsewhere! ln God's word do 
we find that upon which we can lean when 
friends forsake us, when the bloom upon our 
cheek vanishes, and when we are upou the last 
wile in our earthly pilgrimage. God's word is 
our best guide and counsellor under all cireum- 
stances 

Rev. J. H. Vincent Spevking of Christ, says : 

’ magazines which describe their labors and sue- 
if we fail to bring home the lost sheep, seek | saig0s ; yot some who are doing what God will 

. 

“| think a great deal more of at the last day never 
| saw their names in print. Yonder beloved brother 
| is plodding away in a country village ; nobody 
knows anything about him, but he is bringing 
souls to God. Unknown to fame, the angels 
are acquainted with him, and a few precious 

te 

LOS te AS gE 

—4% Oh, wonderful teacher! Oh, favored dis 
ciples! Oh, tamous schocl that built no mai- 
ble halls, and collected copy library, but 
turned all life into oppo ; made houses, 
and streets, and seaside aud mountain-tops, 
places of discipline, and recitation and delight ! 
Oh, blest exam this day on the 
pages of history—our , our dream, owr 

desire I” “


